Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


^^^mmrmm 


'^^l^^'^roW-: 


L 


aiPORTS 


THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS, 


SUBMIIXKDTO  TBM 


HOrSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


umassa 


THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS, 


1859-^60, 


FITE  TOIUHES. 


WASHINaTON: 

THOMAS  H.  FORD,  PRINTER. 

1860. 


LIBRARY 

OF    THE 

jUi.^^'^  SUN-ORD  JUNIC 

1^        UNtV£RSITY. 


ji,\<\L'i 


INDEX 


TO  THE 


REPORTS  OF  THE  COMT  OF  CLAIMS, 

FIBST  SESSION  OF  TEUB  THIBTT-SIXTH  CONGRESS. 


VoLUia  1.— No.  199  to  No.  208. 
VoLDn  2.— No.  209  to  No.  225. 
YoLDia  3.~No.  226. 
VoLna  i.— No.  227  to  No.  2i0. 
YountM  6.— No.  241  to  No.  255. 


A. 

Vol  No. 

Addison,  Anthony,  administrator  of  Margaret  Leitch.. .......  ............  i  228 

AlTiBO,BU8  P 4  229 

Andenon,  Elbert,  administrator  of. 1  203 

Anderson,  Henry  J.,  administrator  of  Elbert  Anderson........  ...........  1  203 

Aabny,  William 2  224 

B. 

Baker,  Bnfds  L 2  217 

Benefleid,  WiUis 2  211 

Black.    (See  Bott  and  Black) 2  213 

Butt  and  Black 2  213 

Bntt,  Oeoige N.,  BoryiTor  of  BaUand  Black 2  213 

a 

Gsmpbell,  John,  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 4  232 

Gailifile,  James  M. ,  and  Walter  S.  Cox,  admlDistrators  of  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness.  4  234 

Garter,  Walker  B.,  and  Lydia  B.  Shreve,  administrators  of  Henry  M.  Shreye.  .  .  1  205 

Chase,  WiUiamH 2  221 

Coxe,  Bichard  8 6  249 

Cox,  Walter  S.,  and  James  11.  Carlisle,  administrators  of  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness.  4  234 

Crooks,  James -..  4  240 

D. 

DaTidson,  D.D.,  admiuistrator  of  Daniel  Deloder 4  230 

l>0eble,J.W 4  236 

Dekwier,  Daniel,  administrator  of 4  230 

Dnbais  de  Lnchet,  Charles  A 5  247 


lY  INDEX. 

E. 

Vd.  No. 

Eddy,  Joshua,  heirs  of...... ..................... .....  6  246 

Edwards,  James  L.,  administrator  of  Thomas  B.  Oedney 6  244 

Eyans,  AttgnstusH 4  289 

F. 

Ford,  8.  Calvert 1  206 

Foster,  Ezra,  and  Elliott  Woodbury « 2  215 

Frasee,  John,  administratrix  of...... ....... ........................ 2  216 

Frazee,  Lydia,  administratrix  of  John  Frazee .•..•..••••. 2  216 

a. 

Garrison,  Kehemiah,  assignee  of  Moses  Perkins....  .. .. 6  252 

Oedney,  Thomas  B.,  administrator  of. ............••••. ...  5  244 

Geiger,  William 5  242 

Gorman,  John,  administrator  of..... ••....  5  261 

Holkar,  John,  administratrix  of 1  202 

HoUcar,  Nancy  D.,  administratrix  of  John  Holkar 1  202 

J. 

Jackson,  Alexander  M.,  administrator  of  John  Gorman. ........ ...........  5  251 

K. 

Kearney,  James ..*....... 2  214 

Eetcham,  Israel 2  226 

King,  Thomas  B 1  208 

Kirk,  Ashary  W.,  and  others,  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Campbell.  4  232 

L. 

Langdon,  John,  administrator  of 2  210 

Leitch,  liargaret,  administrator  of .... 4  228 

lightner,  Hopkins,  executor  of  Stephen  Pleasonton 4  237 

M. 

McCormick,  James 1  199 

Macomb,  Alexander,  administratrix  of......... 2  218 

Macomb,  Harriet  B«,  administratrix  of  Alexander  Macomb 2  218 

Martin,  Abraham..... 5  243 

Meade,  B.  W.,  administrator  of 3  226 

Meade,  Bichard  W.,  administrator  of  B.  W.  Meade 3  226 

Merrill,  John  H 5  248 

Mott,  Danford.... 5  253 

Mnnday,  George  W.,  administrator  of  Eleaser  W.  Bipley 4  227 

N. 

Kippes,  Daniel 6  264 

Korthrop,  Nehemiah  H.,  administrator  of  John  Langdon 2  210 

Korton,  JohnP 5  265 


INDEX.  y 

p. 

Vol.  No. 

AdUet,  Peter  N 2  220 

Perkinsy  MoeeB,  avignee  of ......^.... 6  262 

PleuKmtoD,  Stephen,  ezecator  of 4  237 

P6lk,  Joeiah  F 6  241 

Pttrt,  J.  Alezn. 2  212 

B. 

Befly,  JohnH.,  admlntotifttorof^VniUamBeily 4  235 

BeOy,  WilUam,  adminlstmtor  of 4  235 

KddkdL,  Nathaniel,  administrator  of  Willis  BIddick 1  200 

Biddick,  WilUs,  administntcMr  of. 1  200 

Bipley,  EleaKT  W.,  administrator  of 4  227 

8. 

Bamanl^go,  Fernando 2  209 

SugBter,  Edward,  administrator  of  Hugh  West 5  250 

Sfarere,  Heniy  M.,  adminlstratoiB  of. 1  205 

ShreTS,  Lydia  B.,  and  Walker  R  Garter,  administrators  of  Henry  M .  Shreye.  .  1  205 

Staiith,  &mnel  A 4  238 

Steenbnzg,  Bichaid 2  222 

Swam,  Inac 1  201 

T. 

Tippett,  EdwaxdD 4  233 

Ttaoey,  EUsha,  adminlstntor  of 1  207 

V. 

Valentine,  James 2  223 

Vallejo,  Mariano  a 1  204 

VanBrant,  BuHf. 2  219 

VanNeK,OoinelinsP.,  administrators  of 4  234 

W. 

Webho",  John  A.,  administrmtriz  of.. •••..••• 5  245 

Webber,  Sarah  B.,  administratrix  of  John  A.  Webber 5  245 

West,  Hugh,  adminlstntor  of. * 5  250 

Williams,  Erastns,  administrator  of  Elisha  Tracey 1  207 

Williams,  James,  widow  of. 4  231 

Williams,  Kary,  widow  of  James  WUliams 4  231 

WoodbQry,ElUott,  and  Eira  Foster 2  215 


36Tn  CoNQRBBg,  >  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  J  Rep.  C.  C. 
l«t  Semon.     \ \    No.  226. 


RICHAllD  W.  MEADE,  ADMINISTRATOR  OF  R.  W,  MEADE, 

DECEASED. 


TwuMXt  11, 1860. — ^Reported  from  the  Cooitof  Claims ;  committed  to  a  Committee  of  th« 

Wliole  House,  and  ordeted  to  be  printed. 


The  OousT  OF  Claims  subqiitted  the  followiog 

REPORT. 

7b  (ht  honoraMe  tie  StnaJte  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  Court  of  Claims  respectfully  presents  the  following  documents 
as  the  report  in  the  case  of 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE,  ADMINISTRATOR  OF  R.  W^  MEADE, 
DECEASED,  vs.  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1.  The  petition  of  the  claimant. 

2.  Documentary  evidence  in  the  case,  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  under  the  resolution  of  February  21,  1856,  numbered 
from  1  to  115,  and  returned  to  that  House  in  separate  envelope. 

3.  Memorial  and  papers  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims  by  the 
Senate,  and  transmitted  to  that  House. 

4.  Brief  of  claimant's  counsel. 

5.  Brief  of  United  States  Solicitor. 

€.  Brief  of  United  States  Solicitor  on  re*argument  of  the  case. 

7.  Opinion  of  the  Court  adverse  to  the  claim,  delivered  by  Judge 
Loring. 

8.  Dissenting  opinion  of  Judge  Scarburgh. 

By  order  of  the  Court  of  Claims. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 

r>    g  -,  seal  of  said  court  at  Washington,  this  fifth  day  of  December, 
\h,  8.J  ^   jy^  1859. 

SAM'L  H.  HUNTINGTON, 

Chief  Clerk  Court  of  Claims. 


BICHABB  W.   HEADS. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 


To  the  honorable  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Claims : 

The  petition  of  Bichard  W.  Meade^  administrator  de  bonis  nan  of 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  deceased,  showeth : 

That  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  died  in  the  jear  1828  at  and  domi- 
ciled in  the  city  of  Washington  ;  that  he  left  a  will  duly  executed, 
which  was  afterwards  admitted  to  probate,  and  recorded  in  Philadel- 

£hia,  a  true  copy  whereof  is  herewith  filed,  marked  exhibit  A  ;  that 
[argaret  Meade,  the  mother  of  your  petitioner,  and  widow  of  said 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  duly  qualified  as  executrix  of  the  said  will,  and 
died  in  the  year  1852,  leaving  portions  of  the  said  estate  of  her  said 
deceased  husband  unadministered,  and  among  other  things  a  certain 
claim  against  the  United  States,  the  subject  of  this  petition  ;  and  upon 
the  death  of  his  said  mother,  your  petitioner,  who  is  the  oldest  son  of 
said  Bichard  W.  and  Margaret  C.  Meade,  (the  only  other  child  of  said 
Bichard  W.  and  Margaret  C,  older  than  your  petitioner,  being  a 
married  daughter  residing  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,)  applied  to  the 
orphans'  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  obtained  letters  of  ad- 
ministration of  the  personal  estate  of  said  Bichard  W.  Meade,  then 
unadministered ;  that  no  person  or  persons  is  or  are  directly  or  indi- 
rectly interested  in  the  said  claim,  except  the  distributees  of  said 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  your  petitioner  being  one  of  them. 

That  at  the  death  of  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  the  United  States 
was  justly  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seyenty- 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents,  (|373,879  88,)  with  interest  from  the  19th  day  of  May, 
1820. 
That  from  the  year  1824  to  his  death  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade 

Srosecuted  his  demand  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
is  widow  and  executrix  renewed  and  diligently  continued  to  seek 
redress  from  the  same  body,  and  your  petitioner  has  not  failed  since 
her  death  to  press  the  claim  ;  and  although  from  time  to  time  reports 
and  bills  have  been  introduced  providing  for  its  payment,  no  bill  has 
ever  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  same  session ;  all  of  which 
will  fully  appear  by  the  following  schedule  : 

Proceedings  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ^  respectiodj/j 
for  each  year,  on  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade. 

1824-25.  2d  Sess.,  18th  Cong.— Senate.  Petition  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Belations.  Committee  discharged  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  reported  on.     [Bep.  No.  40.] 

1824.  Ho.  Beps.,  2d  Sess.,  18th  Cong.  Petition  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

1825-'26.  Senate,  Ist  Sess.,  19th  Cong.  Beferred  to  Select  Com- 
mittee. Beported  against  by  Mr.  Clayton,  and  laid  on  table.  [Bep. 
No.  66.] 

1825-26.  Ho.  Beps.,  1st  Sess.,  19th  Cong.  Beferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  bill  No.  223  [Bep.  No.  174]  reported 
by  Mr.  Fprsyth,  providing  for  the  settlement  of  sundry  claims  under 
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the  Florida  treaty,  which  bill  passed  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  was  rejected  in  the  Senate. 

182'7-'28.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Bess.,  20th  Cong.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Bdward  Everett, 
No.  51.     [Rep.  No.  58.]    Rejected  by  the  House. 

1828-'29.  Ho.  Reps.,  2d8e8S.,  20th  Cong.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

1^9-'30.  Ho.  Reps.^  1st  Sess.,  2l8t  Cong.    Same. 

1831-'32.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Sess.,  22d  Cong.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs;  and  bill  No.  366,  reported  by  Mr,  Archer, 
[Rep.  No.  316,]  committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  not  acted  on. 

1833~'34.  Ho.  Reps.,  Ist  Sess.,  23d  Cong.     Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs ;  bill  No.  183,  reported  by  Mr.  Archer,  [Rep. 
No.  167,]  debated  in  Committee  of  the   Whole.     Nothing  further 
done. 

1835-'36.  Senate,  1st  Sess.,  24th  Cong.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Eoreign  Relations  ;  bill  No.  165,  reported  by  Mr.  Porter,  [Rep. 
No.  236,]  and  passed  the  Senate. 

183&-'37.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Sess.,  24th  Cong.  Bill  from  Senate  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

1836-'37.  Senate,  2d  Sess  ,  24th  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  Bill  No.  19,  reported  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  (no  re- 
port,) passed  the  Senate. 

1835-37.  Ho.  Reps.,  2d  Sess.  24th  Cong.  Bill  passed  by  Senate 
laid  on  the  table. 

1837-'8.  Ho.  Reps.,  2d  Sess.,  25th  Cong.  Bill  from  the  Senate 
referred  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  back  without 
amendment,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  not 
further  acted  on. 

1838-'39.  Ho  Reps.,  3d  Sees.,  25th  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

1839-'40.  Senate,  1st  Sess.,  26th  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.     No  report.     Leave  granted  to  withdraw,  &c. 

1839-'40.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Sess,  26th  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.    No  report. 

1841-'42.  Ho.  Reps..  2d  Sess.,  27fch  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.  Rep.  No.  457.  Bill  306  for  settlement,  com- 
mitted to  Committee  Whole  House — not  reached. 

[Nothing  done  in  Senate.] 

1843-44.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Sess.,  28th  Cong.  Bill  No.  340,  from 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.     Not  reached. 

[Nothing  done  in  Senate  ] 

1845-46.  Ho.  Reps.,  Ist  Sess.,  29th  Cong.  Bill  No.  381.  Re- 
ported from  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Committed  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House.     Not  reached. 

[Nothing  done  in  Senate.] 

1847-48.  Ho.  Reps.,  Ist  Sess.,  30th  Cong.  Bill  No*  67,  from 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Rep.  No.  94.]  Referrred  to  Commit- 
tee Whole  House.  Reported  by  that  Committee  with  amendments. 
Laid  on  the  table  12th  May,  1848. 
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[Nothing  done  in  Senate.] 

1849-50.  Ho.  Reps.,  Ist  tiess.,  3l8t  Cong.  Beferred  to  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

[Nothing  done  in  Senate.] 

Senate,  1st  Sess.,  32d  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Relations 

1851-'52.  Ho.  Reps.,  1st  Sess.,  32d  Cong.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.     No  report. 

1853-'54.  Senate,  Ist  Sess.,  33d  Cong.  Petition  of  R.  W.  Meade, 
administrator,  referred  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  Bill  re^ 
ported. 

1853-'54.  Ho.  Reps.,  Ist  Sess.,  83d  Cong.  Petition  of  Richard  W. 
Meade,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  Richard  W.  Meade.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Rep.  No.  6.  Bill  for  relief,  No.  58. 
Referred  to  Committee  of  Whole  House.  Report  adversely.  Bill  laid 
on  the  table  7th  January,  1861. 

For  a  clear  understanding  of  the  merits  of  the  said  claim  your  peti' 
titioner  presents  the  following  summary  of  facts,  craving  leave  here* 
after  to  add  to  them  such  further  explanations  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary. 

The  said  Richard  W.  Meade  was  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Many  years  ago  he  went  to  Spain  and  became  engaged  ex- 
tensively  in  commerce  with  that  country.  He  was  there  during  the 
invasion  of  the  French  under  Napoleon,  and  continued  to  reside  there 
until  the  year  1821.  While  so  resident  he  entered  into  num^roua 
contracts  with  the  Spanish  government  after  the  year  1802,  and  be- 
fore the  year  1819,  which  involved  very  large  amounts  of  money, 
and  his  means  and  resources  contributed  largely  to  the  support  of 
that  government  during  its  contests  with  the  French.  By  this  means 
Spain  became  largely  his  debtor.  After  the  restoration  of  the  King 
ot  Spain  to  the  throne,  Mr.  Meade  was  seized  and  imprisoned  by  or- 
der of  the  government,  confined  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  finally 
released  only  by  reason  of  the  active  interposition  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  in  his  behalf.  Much  of  the  history  of  that  event 
will  be  found  in  the  4th  vol.  Am.  State  Papers^  Foreign  Relations, 
pp.  718,  19,  20. 

Immediately  after  his  release,  on  the  6th  June,  1818,  while  at  Cadiz 
he  addressed  a  letter  to'  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  {lb.  p. 
720,  721,)  informing  him  of  a  hint  he  had  received  to  the  effect  that 
his  just  claims  against  the  government  of  Spain,  and  such  further 
sum  as  he  might  advance,  might  be  satisfied  by  a  cession  of  lands  in 
the  Floridas,  and  desiring  to  know  whether  that  would  interfere  with 
the  designs  of  the  United  States.  On  the  back  of  which,  (p.  721,)  Mr. 
Monroe,  then  President,  endorsed  a  memorandum  to  the  effect  that  no 
such  cession  would  be  recognized  if  made  atter  a  certain  date,  not 
specified.  And  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  18th  September,  1818,  in  reply, 
informed  Mr.  Meade,  that  in  the  then  pending  negotiation,  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  eventual  adjustment  and  satisfaction  of  the 
just  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  every  attention 
should  be  paid  to  those  of  Mr.  Meade. 

On  the  17th  January,  1819^  Mrs.  Meade^  in  behalf  of  her  husband. 
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transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams  a  statement  of  his  claims  on  Spain,  ^^  which 
will  be  followed  by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  from  said 
goTernment,  showing  the  amount  dae  htm  on  Zi&ramien/o«  (treasury 
notes)  then  in  his  possession,  on  contracts ^  on  damages j  and  on  biUf 
received  from  said  government,  as  well  as  his  reclamation  on  the  score 
of  the  UDJust  imprisonment  suffered  by  him  for  two  years."  (lb.  p.  721.) 
The  statement  itself  will  be  found  at  p.  722^  and  shows  an  aggregate 
of  between  $300,000  and  $400,000. 

Previous  to  these  communications,  to  wit,  on  the  27th  July,  1818, 
Mr.  Erving,  then  the  Minister  to  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Meade,  presented  his  memorial  to  the  Spanish  min- 
ister, praying  compensation  for  his  sufferings  and  losses  occasioned 
by  his  imprisonment,  and  at  the  same  time  informed  him  that  he  had 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  the 
memorial,  &c. 

On  the  18th  January,  1819,  Mr.  Erving  presented  to  the  Spanish 
minister  two  other  memorials  of  Mr.  Meade,  praying  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  inquire  into  his  claims. 

On  the  22d  February,  1819,  a  treaty  was  signed  at  Washington 
between  the  Spanish  Minister  and  the  United  States,  the  final  ratifi- 
cation of  which  was  limited  to  the  22d  August  of  the  same  year. 
The  5th  article  of  that  treaty  makes  provision  for  the  liquidation  and 
satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Spain, 
and  the  8th  article  provides  that  the  Spanish  government  shall  fur- 
nish such  evidence  ot  those  claims  on  the  demand  of  the  United  States 
as  may  be  indicated  to  it. 

That  treaty  was  not  ratified  by  Spain  within  the  time  limited  in  it. 

On  the  19th  March,  1819,  and  before  the  fact  of  the  signing  of  the 
treaty  was  known  in  Spain,  Mr.  Meade  presented  to  the  King  of 
Spain  a  further  memorial,  praying  the  apppointment  of  commission- 
ers to  adjust  and  settle  his  claims,  his  former  petitions  not  having  re- 
sulted in  any  thing. 

On  the  7th  May,  1819,  the  King  of  Spain  appointed  a  commission, 
consisting  of  the  Minister  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  the  Fiscal  of 
the  Council  of  Finance,  the  Senior  Minister  of  the  Comptroller  Qene- 
raVs  Department,  and  a  clerk  of  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  Finance 
Department,  and  charged  them  with  the  settlement  of  all  the  claims 
and  compensation  that  might  result  from  Mr.  Meade's  documents. 

On  the  18th  May,  1819,  this  commission  notified  Mr.  Meade  that  they 
were  prepared  to  receive  his  proofs  and  hear  his  explanations. 

August  31.  They  required  him  to  produce  the  original  documents, 
for  which  they  will  give  their  receipt. 

September  1.  A  portion  was  transmitted,  and  a  receipt  given.  9th 
September,  others  were  handed  in. 

30  th  September.  The  commission  made  a  full  and  elaborate  re- 
port. 

23d  October.  The  report  was  returned  to  the  commissioners  to  be  re* 
examined  by  them  as  to  certain  poinds. 

15th  [November.  They  made  a  further  report. 

17th  May,  1820.  A  final  report  was  made,  in  which  they  say,  **  hav- 
ing employed  on  our  part  all  the  means  that  prudence  could  suggest, 
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and  after  holding  several  conferences  with  the  concerned^  we  have 
compromised  the  matter,  and  agreed  that  the  8,500,000  rials  for  dam- 
ages and  personal  injuries  claimed  by  him  according  to  his  declara- 
tion, shall  be  reduced  to  5,461,500,  rials  velons,  &c." 

And  finally  on  the  20th  May,  1820,  this  report  received  the  approval 
of  the  King,  in  due  form,  by  which  the  sum  claimed  by  your  petitioner, 
with  interest  from  that  date  was  adjudicated  to  the  said  Bichard  W. 
Meade. 

These  several  papers  show — 

FirsL  The  origin  and  nature  of  the  several  claims  ofR.  W.  Meade. 

Second,  That  they  were  communicated  to  his  government. 

Third.  That  when  it  was  intimated  to  him  that  they  might  be  sat- 
isfied with  grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  he  immediately  communi- 
cated with  his  government,  and  was  assured  by  it  that  in  the  then 
pending  negotiations  every  attention  which  might  be  proper  should  be 
shown  to  his  claims. 

Fourth.  That  through  the  minister  of  his  government  at  Madrid  he 
applied  for  the  'appointment  of  a  commission  to  liquidate  his  claims, 
ana  it  was  by  that  minister  earnestly  pressed  on  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

Fijth,  That  a  commission,  consisting  of  high  o£Bcers  of  that  govern- 
ment, was  in  tact  appointed  by  the  King  of  Spain  for  that  purpose  ; 
that  they  required  the  surrender  by  Mr.  Mead  of  his  original  proofs, 
and  it  was  done  ;  that  they  strove  by  every  lawful  means  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  his  several  claims ;  that  their  first  report  was  returned 
to  them  for  revision,  and  finally  they  succeeded  in  effecting  a  com- 
promise by  which  his  first  demands  were  reduced  to  the  atnount  now 
claimed. 

Sixth.  That  the  treaty  which  had  been  signed  had  never  been  pro- 
mulgated, and  Mr.  Meade  thus  kept  in  ignorance  of  its  details,  and 
being  only  informed  that  it  would  contain  a  provision  "  for  the  ulti- 
mate adjustment  and  satisfaction"  of  his  claims,  proceeding  with  the 
concurrence  and  aid  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  a 
liquidation  of  his  claims,  was  compelled  to  deliver  up  his  original 
vouchers  in  order  to  procure  that  liquidation. 

Your  petitioner  resumes  the  narrative  of  the  events,  and  shows — 

That  on  the  10th  May,  1820,  the  same  day  on  which  the  King  ad- 
judicated his  claims,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  com- 
municated that  result  to  the  Secretary  of  Stat.e  of  the  United  States. 
(State  Papers,  vol.  4,  p.  724.)  19th  xJune,  1820,  the  Spanish  secreta- 
ry of  state  communicated  the  result  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  17th  August,  1820.  Mr.  Meade  having  returned  to 
the  United  States,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State, 
three  documents  showing  the  final  settlement  and  balance  due  him 
by  Spain. 

6th  September,  1820,  (p.  125)  Mr.  Adams  acknowledged  the  receipt, 
and  offers  his  congratulations. 

Up  to  this  date  the  Spanish  government  had  not  ratified  the  treaty 
of  1819,  but  its  ratification  was  the  subject  of  an  animated  correspond- 
ence between  the  ministers  of  the  respective  countries.    The  Spanish 
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cortes  haymg  been  convened  in  the  summer  of  1820,  and  •  the  King  of 
Spain  haying  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  by  which  he  was  pro- 
hibited from  alienating  any  of  the  territory  of  Spain,  that  treaty  was 
Presented  to  the  cortes  for  their  consideration.  While  it  was  under 
iscussiou  by  that  body,  a  committee  of  the  cortes  waited  on  Mr  For- 
syth to  inquire  if,  in  the  e^ent  of  its  ratification^  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Meade,  which  had  then  been  adjudicated,  and  the  amount  of  which  was 
well  known  to  the  cortes  and  to  Mr,  Forsyth,  would  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  and  received  from  him  a  distinct  assurance  that  it  would, 
{lb.  726,  727.)  Upon  the  faith  of  this  assurance  the  cortes  authorized 
the  ratification.  In  the  same  paper  it  will  be  seen  there  was  an 
equivalent  proposed  to  Mr.  Forsyth  and  recognized  by  him.  Mr. 
Forsyth  does  not  deny  the  accuracy  of  this  statement  except  so  far 
as  it  speaks  of  him  as  conferring  with  them  as  a  committee  of  the 
cortes. 

The  treaty  of  1819,  was,  on  the  24th  October,  1820,  ratified  by 
Spain  and  sent  to  the  United  States.  Before  it  was  submitted  to  the 
Senate  for  its  final  action,  Mr.  Meade  addressed  to  the^  President  of 
the  United  States  a  communication  setting  forth  in  detail  the  main 
facts  hereinbefore  stated,  and  praying  that  his  claim  as  allowed  should 
cither  be  expressly  provided  for,  or  excepted  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  treaty.  This  was  communicated  to  the  Senate.  {lb,  pp.  704,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  9.) 

With  this  information  before  them,  and  with  full  knowledge,  or  full 
means  of  knowledge,  of  the  facts  hereinbefore  stated,  the  Senate  ratified 
the  treaty,  by  which  Mr.  Meade's  claims  on  the  government  of  Spain 
are  supposed  to  have  been  released. 

Congress  then  passed  a  law  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect,  under 
which  commissioners  were  appointed  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  9th  article,  to  investigate  the  claims  of  American  citizens  on  the 
government  of  Spain.  Mr.  Meade  filed  before  the  commission  three 
several  memorials,  (the  substance  of  which  it  is  not  deemed  necessary 
to  state,  but  which  will  be  exhibited  to  this  honorable  court,)  and  the 
commissioners  acted  upon  his  claim.  Their  first  proceeding  was  on 
the  5th  March,  1822,  to  address  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams^  Secretary  of 
State,  to  ascertain  whether  claims  for  breaches  of  contract  were  em- 
braced in  the  treaty.  Next  they  adjudicated  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a 
claim,  but  inasmuch  as  its  adjustment  by  Spain  was  posterior  to  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  to  wit:  22d  February,  1819,  they  rejected  as  evi- 
dence the  formal  adjudication  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  required 
Mr.  Meade  to  produce  the  original  proofs  which  had  been  surrendered 
by  him  to  Spain  under  the  circumstances  hereinbefore  stated.  So  soon 
as  this  adjudication  was  made,  Mr.  Meade  furnished  them  with  a  list 
of  the  papers  required  by  them,  and  on  the  18th  April,  1823,  the  com- 
missioners addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  requisition  for  the  said 
papers.  This  demand  was  accordingly  communicated  through  Mr. 
Nelson,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  to  the  Spanish 
government.  None  of  the  papers  were,  however,  furnished  by  that 
government  down  to  29th  May,  1824,  on  which  day  the  commissioners 
finally  rejected  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  '^on  the  alleged  ground  that  the 
evidence  produced  was  not  safficient  to  establish  the  same." 
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The  papers  have  not  been  furnished  by  Spain  to  this  day. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  further  shows — 

First,  That  the  said  claim  having  been  adjudicated  and  allowed  in 
part  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  United  States,  who  knew  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  which  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  did  not,  and 
the  vouchers  therefor  having  been  surrendered  to  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, the  fact  and  manner  of  the  allowance  were  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  United  States  long  before  the  treaty  was  ratified. 

Second.  That  the  United  States,  with  full  knowledge,  or  means  of 
knowledge,  of  the  facts,  made  the  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  they  re- 
leased Spain  from  the  obligation  thus  admitted  to  Mr.  Meade. 

Third.  The  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  by  Spain,  was  obtained  on 
the  assurance  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  that  the  said  claim, 
as  allowed,  -would  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  they  receiving  as  an 
equivalent  the  abrogation  of  certain  grants  which  had  theretofore  de- 
layed its  ratification. 

Fourth.  That  by  the  treaty  the  United  States  was  bound  to  demand 
and  enforce  from  Spain  the  delivery  of  all  such  documentary  evidence 
as  should  be  required  by  any  claimant,  and  they  have  utterly  failed  to 
procure  this  proof  for  Mr.  Meade. 

Tour  petitioner  further  shows,  that  after  the  rejection  of  the  said 
claim  by  the  eaid  commissioners,  the  proceedings  were  had  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  in 
the  intermediate  time  the  treaty  of  1834  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  was  made,  by  which  all  hope  or  possibility  of  redress  against 
Spain  by  your  petitioner  is  rendered  utterly  vain. 

He  therefore  respectfully  submits  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that 
the  United  States  are  either  liable  as  guarantors  under  the  treaty  of 
1819,  or,  .•       .       . 

Second.  That  they  are  now  primarily  liable  by  reason  of  the  premi- 
ses, for  the  full  amount  of  his  said  claim,  with  interest  from  its  date, 
with  reasonable  damages  for  the  expenses  and  losses  which  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  delay  of  paj^ment. 

And,  further,  that  by  reason  of  the  premises  they  are  precluded  from 
objecting  to  the  said  adjudication  by  the  Spanish  autnorities  as  evi- 
dence of  what  it  imports,  conclusive  in  its  character,  or  subject  to  be 
impeached  only  for  fraud,  and  he  prays  judgment  accordingly. 

JOS.  H.  BRADLEY, 

For  Petitioner. 

And  since  the  filing  of  this  petition  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
by  resolution  of  that  body,  passed  the  11th  day  of  February,  1856,  has 
referred  the  subject-matter  of  this  petition  to  this  honorable  court. 

JOS.  H.  BRADLEY, 

For  Petitioner, 

District  op  Columbia,  Washington  county j  to  wit: 

Richard  W.  Meade,  whose  name  is  signed  to  the  foregoing  petition, 
appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  on  this  day  of  1855,  and 
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made  oath,  according  to  law,  that  the  facts  therein  stated  as  of  his  own 
knowledge  are  true  ;  he  believes  those  to  be  true  which  are  stated  on 
the  information  of  others. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF 

Richard  W.  Meadb,  Administrator  of  Biohard  W.  Meade,  deceased. 

Argument  of  counsel  for  the  petitioner. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  maintain  the  following  propositions*: 

I.  R.  W.  Meade,  the  intestate,  had  valid  claims  on  the  Spanish 
government  prior  to  February  22,  1819,  originating  after  the  year 
1802. 

II.  The  United  States,  for  a  consideration  received  by  them  from 
Spain,  have  released  Spain  from  all  obligation  to  pay  these  claims. 

III.  This  release  was  granted  upon  certain  terms  without  the  as- 
sent of  Mr.  Meade,  without  his  authority,  and  against  his  protest. 

lY.  The  validity  and  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims  on  Spain  was 
adjusted,  liquidated,  and  adjudicated  at  the  instance,  by  the  interven- 
tion, and  with  the  aid  of  the  United  States,  under  circumstances  which 
make  that  adjudication  evidence  against  the  United  States  conclu- 
sive, only  to  be  impeached  for  fraud. 

y.  Although  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  was  in  one  form  submitted  to 
the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  22d  February,  1819,  and  not 
allowed  by  them,  that  fact  is  no  bar  to  his  right  to  demand  satisfac- 
tion from  the  United  States. 

VI.  Consequently,  the  United  States  are  now  bound  to  pay  to  Mr. 
Meade's  representatives  the  full  amount  adjudicated  to  him  by  the 
special  commission  in  Spain,  approved  by  the  King,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  to  the  same  extent  as  Spain  was  bound. 

First.  Mr,  Meade,  the  intestate^  had  valid  claims  on  the  Spanish 
government  prior  to  February  22,  1819,  originating  after  the  year 
1802. 

In  order  to  save  trouble  in  the  examination  of  the  voluminous  papers 
belonging  to  this  case,  I  propose  to  refer  to  printed  documents  alone 
as  far  as  possible. 

The  evidence  on  this  point  is  full  and  very  conclusive.  He  had 
claims  for  '*  damages"  arising  out  of  breaches  of  contract;  2d,  for  *'  in- 
juries;" as  to  the  1st,  see  opinion  of  Judge  White,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  Florida  treaty, Cong., Sess.,  Doc. , 

p. .  2d  Am.  Sta.  Pa.,  iv  vol.,  pp.  718,  Y19,  720,  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  everywhere  throughout  the  reports  and  papers. 

Second.  The  United  States,  for  a  consideration  received  by  them 
from  Spain,  have  released  Spain  from  all  obligation  to  pay  those 
claims. 

Ist.  Under  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  or, 

2d.  Under  the  treaty  of  February  17,  1834. 


"H 
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As  io  (he  treaty  of  1819. 

The  words  of  the  19th  article,  Ist  clause,  are  :  **  Reciprocally  re- 
nounce all  claims  for  dumages  or  injuries  which  they  themselves,  as 
well  as  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  may  have  suffered  until 
the  time  of  signing  this  treaty;"  and  in  the  5th  clause  the  renuncia- 
tion of  the  United  States  will  extend  *  *  "to  all  claims  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  government,  statements  of 
which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  presented  to  the  Department  of  State^  or  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the  convention  of 
1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  this  treaty." 

As  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  Mr.  Meade  had 
as  early  as  July  27,  1818,  applied  to  him;  iv  Am.  Sta.  pap.,  722, 
723^  Foreign  Relations.  And  this  application  was  followed  inces- 
santly, until  a  final  adjudication  was  made,  pp.  724,  725. 

As  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Meade  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  6, 
1818,  lb.,  720,  721,  see  p.  721,  Nos,  4,  5,  6,  p.  722,  No.  7. 

These  facts  bring  the  case  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  above 
cited. 

This  construction  is  supported  by  the  action  of  the  commissioners 
under  it ;  and  by  the  reply  of  Mr.  Adams,  March  9, 1822,  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

The  meaning  of  the  parties  is  clear.  Their  language  is  to  be  un* 
derstood  in  its  ordinary  sense.  Vattel,  book  2,  ch.  17,  §262,  (and 
note  by  Chitty,)  263,  268,  271.  Marryatt  vs.  Wilson,  1  B.  &  P., 
439.     The  Arredondo,  6  Pet.,  610.  ' 

The  United  States  received  the  Floridas  as  the  consideration. 

The  11th  article:  *'  The  United  States  exonerating  Spain  from  all 
demands  in  future,  on  account  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens,  to  which 
the  renunciations  herein  contained  extend,  and  considering  them 
entirely  cancelled,  undertake  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars  ;  *  *  and  the  Spanish 
government  shall  furnish  all  such  documents  and  elucidations  as  may 
be  in  their  possession  for  the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims"  *  *  * 
the  said  documents  to  be  specified  when  demanded,  at  the  instance  of 
the  commissioners  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  'Ho 
decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  claims  included  within 
the  specifications  above  mentioned." 

The  renunciation  as  between  the  two  governments  was  absolute,  and 
Spain  was  unconditionally  released.  The  United  States  undertook  to 
satisfy  her  citizens.  She  supposed  the  five  millions  would  be  abun- 
dantly sufficient ;  if  not,  she  claims  the  right  to  pay  them  pro  rata. 
But  Spain  was  released.  That  Mr.  Mead's  case  was  within  the  very 
terms  of  the  treaty  is  indisputable. 

It  was  also  clearly  within  its  intent.  What  other  claims,  if  any, 
had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish  government,  either 
through  the  Department  of  State,  or  through  the  legation  of  the 
United  Sfeites,  is  immaterial,  but  it  is  clear  these  claims  had  been. 
They  are  precisely  of  the  description  in  the  treaty,  claims  for  damages, 
and  for  injuries  which  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty  had  through  the 
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latter  medium  been  the  subject  of  official  demand  for  satisfaction.  The 
treaty  must  have  been  made  in  reference  to  them.  The  release  is  defini- 
tive as  to  them.    But  it  is  made  more  clear  by  the  conduct  of  the  parties. 

The  government  of  Spain,  in  the  most  formal  and  authentic  manner, 
announced  that  they  were  provided  for  in  the  treaty  ;  see  the  corres* 
pondenoe  between  Mr.  Salmon  and  Mr.  Adams,  22d  Cong.  1st  sess. 
Bep.  316,  p.  54,  and  the  following. 

The  United  States,  through  her  minister,  demanded  of  Spain  the 
vouchers  and  proofs  of  these  claims  at  the  instance  of  the  commission- 
ers ;  see  same  doc.  pp.  68,  69. 

This  could  not  have  been  done  under  the  provisions  of  the  11th  ar- 
ticle, unless  the  United  States  was  prepared  to  admit,  and  did  thereby 
virtually  admit,  that  the  renunciation  extended  to  these  claims. 

These  facts  are  sufficient  to  show,  that,  as  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  the  release  was  fully  understood.  But  if  this  claim  was 
not  embraced  within,  and  released  by,  the  treaty  of  1819,  it  continued 
to  be  a  subsisting,  valid  claim  against  Spain,  the  amount  of  which 
had  been  ascertained  and  admitted  by  Spain,  and  was  a  liquidated  de- 
mand.    [See  Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Mr.  Salmon  above.] 

Whether  it  was  or  not,  after  the  date  of  that  treaty,  a  subject  of 
treaty  stipulation  or  negotiation,  or  of  national  demand,  is  not  very 
material.  Its  condition  was  known  to  the  United  States,  and  was 
made  the  subject  of  instructions  to  her  minister  in  Spain,  and  while 
denied  by  the  officials  of  that  government,  it  had  been  asserted  by  the 
United  States  as  a  subsisting  claim 

If  thes.*  facts  be  so,  although  itmay  not  be  found  among  theenumera- 
ted  claims  referred  to  in  the  treaty  of  1834,  the  United  States  are  estop- 
ped by  the  sweeping  terms  of  that  treaty,  and  Spain  is  released. 

Third,  This  release  was  granted  without  the  assent  of  Mr.  Meade, 
without  his  authority,  and  against  his  protest. 

Ist.  It  was  without  the  assent  of  Mr.  Meade.  He  was  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  domiciled  in  Spain,  subject  to  her  jurisdiction. 

He  was  still  under  the  protection  of  his  own  government.  His 
debtor  was  the  country  in  which  he  resided,  his  wrongdoer  the  sover- 
eign who  should  have  protected  him.  Yet  neither  of  the  classes  of 
claims,  nor  both  together,  constituted  that  public  wrong  which  justi- 
fied the  interposition  of  the  government  of  its  own  motion.  Congress 
had  already  interposed,  and  his  government  had  demanded  his  release 
from  prison.     Bat  he  was  then  left  to  seek  redress  as  he  might  see  fit. 

The  United  States  were  seeking  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and 
they  sought  to  employ  the  claims  of  their  citizens  on  Spain  as  a  means 
of  purchase. 

It  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  them,  that  they  sought  further  to  ob- 
tain the  control  of  those  claims,  in  order  to  drive  a  good  bargain, 
under  the  color  of  obtaining  satisfaction  for  them  to  enforce  the  power 
not  the  right  to  pay  less  than  their  full  amount. 

They  do  not  stipulate  with  the  citizens  for  a  power  to  compromise. 
They  stipulate  with  Spain  only  to  release  her  from  those  claims,  a 
statement  of  which  shall  be  presented  as  provided  in  the  treaty. 

They  must  place  this  right  to  compromise  on  their  sovereignty,  and 
an  implied  assent,  or  upon  an  express  assent. 
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If  they  rest  it  on  their  eminent  domain,  it  mast  be  with  the  implied 
understanding,  that  they  are  to  make  fnll  compensation.  Vattel  book 
1,  ch.  20,  §  244.     Bowyer,  Pub.  Law,  228,  (note  10     .     . 

If  it  is  private  property  taken  for  public  use,  it  is  within  the  spirit 
of  the  provision  of  the  constitution,  art.  5,  of  amendment. 

2d.  If  it  was  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Meade  the  government  are 
bound  to  show  it. 

This  Mr.  Adams  has  sought  to  establish  in  his  report,  IV,  State 
papers.  Foreign  Relations,  p.  704.  He  puts  it  on  the  ground  that  the 
government  had  no  right  to  interfere  without  the  solicitation  of  the 
claimant ;  '^  but  if  he  appeals  to  his  government  *  *  *  he  thereby 
voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a  subject  of  negotiation,  and  of  those 
compromises  in  which  all  national  adjustments  of  individual  claims 
must  and  do  always  consist.'' 

This,  then,  is  the  postulate.  When  a  citizen  appeals  to  his  govern- 
meut  to  seek  and  demand  redress  against  a  foreign  nation,  '^  he  thereby 
voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a  subject  of  negotiation,  and  of  those  com- 
promises in  which  all  national  adjustments  of  individual  claims  must, 
and  do  always  consist." 

It  rests  then  on  an  implied  assent. 

It  is  a  grave  question.  It  involves  momentuous  issues,  exceedingly 
delicate  and  complicated.  I  have,  in  vain,  sought  for  an  authority  in 
the  books,  and  the  proposition  is  not  supported  by  any  argument  based 
upon  any  settled  principle. 

It  is  conceded,  that  there  are  cases  in  which  our  government,  as  well 
as  others,  have  received  from  foreign  nations  a  stipulated  sum  of 
money  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  and  demands  of  their  citizens 
to  a  certain  date  against  such  nation,  and  out  of  that  sum  have  under- 
taken to  satisfy  the  claimants.  These  cases,  each  stand  upon  indi- 
vidual circumstances,  and  it  is  not  denied,  that  under  these  circum- 
stances the  claimants  seeking  the  advantage  of  the  treaty,  have  been  held 
to  be  bound  by  its  terms.  How  far  those  claimants  who  did  not  come 
into  the  terms  of  the  treaty  or  protested  against  it,  are  barred  of  their 
rights  to  demand  satisfaction  of  their  government,  is  a  totally  differ- 
ent question. 

The  postulate  covers  every  supposable  case  in  which  protection  is 
sought  by  a  citizen  from  the  government  to  which  he  owes  allegiance 
against  injuries  suffered  from  a  foreign  nation  ;  and  to  this  extent  it 
must  go  in  this  case,  or  it  fails. 

It  is  equally  true,  that,  on  considerations  of  public  policy,  treaties 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  by  which  the  respective  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  either  country  against  the  other,  have  been  surren- 
dered by  way  of  compromise. 

How  is  a  government  to  know  that  any  of  its  citizens  or  subjects 
has  a  claim,  or  the  nature,  quality,  amount,  or  condition  of  that  claim, 
against  a  foreign  nation,  unless  a  statement  of  it  is  presented?  How 
can  it  demand  anything  except  at  the  instance  of  the  claimant  ?  The 
claims  may  be  sustained  by  the  fullest  proofs,  or  the  clearest  admis- 
sions; it  may  be  emphatically  in  re  minime  dubiaj  yet  the  foreign  go* 
vernment  may  refuse  justice,  or  may  refuse  to  pay  more  than  a  certain 
portion,  the  claimant  demanding  the  whole ;  it  may  be  for  a  grievous 
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imprisonment  or  other  personal  injury,  the  damages  for  which  may 
have  been  judicially  ascertained^  and  only  part  ordered  to  be  paid,  and 
the  whole  demanded.  The  claim  may  originate  in  a  contract  made 
with  the  foreign  goyernment  while  the  party  is  domiciled  therein. 
And  even  Mr.  Adams  does  not  carry  it  to  that  extent.  See  letter  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Salmon,  22d  Cong.  1st  sess.  Ho.  Beps.,  Doc.  Rep., 
No.  316,  p.  60. 

The  rule  must  apply  to  all  these  cases,  and  a  multitude  like  them^ 
or  it  is  not  true  in  the  terms  in  which  it  is  stated.  In  such  and  such 
like  cases,  the  citizen  may  require  the  good  offices  of  his  government, 
and  they  may  be  rendered  through  a  formality  of  the  treaty,  or  they 
may  be  effected  through  the  ordinary  diplomatic  channels  of  inter- 
course. The  proposition  is,  that  in  all  such  cases  the  citizen  surren- 
ders to  the  government  full  dominion  over  the  subject-matter  of  his 
complaint,  and  power  to  dispose  of  it,  not  for  his  benefit,  but  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  whoie  country  y  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  best.  Such  power 
is  wholly  inconsistent  with  and  contradictory  to  the  eminent  domain 
already  noticed.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  proposition  is  not  only 
unsupported  by  any  authority,  it  is  directly  opposed  to  well-known  and 
recognized  general  principles.  From  these  certain  corollaries  re- 
sult, that  dispose  ot  the  question  involved  in  this  branch  of  the  in- 
quiry. 

First.  The  right  of  a  nation  to  demand  of  another  satisfaction  for 
damages  and  injuries  done  by  it  to  the  citizens  of  the  country  making 
the  demand  is  clear.  Vatt.  B.  ii.,  ch.  6,  §  71.  lb.  ch.  8,  §  342. 
And  the  authorities  are  copiously  collected  in  1.  Wildm  Int.  Nat. 
Law,  193  ;  and  2  Phill.  Int.  Nat.  Laws,  chs.  2  and  3,  pp.  4  and  5. 
See  also  the  message  of  President  Monroe,  9th  May,  1830. 

The  obligation  or  duty  of  the  nation  upon  whom  the  demand  is 
made  to  make  satisfaction  is  perfect,  because  the  right  and  power  to 
enforce  it  exists  in  the  other.     Vatt.  Introduc,  Ivii,  §  16,  17. 

Second.  The  obligation  to  make  the  demand  is  imperfect,  because 
that  depends  on  questions  of  internal  policy,  to  be  decided  by  the 
nation  ior  itself.     See  the  authorities  above. 

Third.  The  right  and  duty  of  the  nation  making  the  demand,  if  it 
shall  interpose,  is  to  seek  full  reparation.  Vatt.  B.  ii,  ch.  6,  §  71, 
and  aathorities  above,  and  also  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fitzherbert  to  the 
Spanish  minister,  and  his  reply.  New  Ann.  Begister,  1790,  pp.  76, 
77,  &c. 

First.  From  these  principles  it  results,  that  when  application  was 
made  by  Mr.  Meade  to  his  government  for  its  aid,  it  was  with  the  un- 
derstanding on  the  part  of  the  claimant  thdkt  fuU  satisfaction  was  to  be 
demanded,  and  it  was  with  this  view  that  he  asked  that  interposition; 
and, 

tiecond.  That  the  United  States  having  decided  for  themseves  the 
qoestion  of  internal  policy,  and  made  the  demand  without  any  stipu- 
lation to  qualify  this  understanding  of  the  claimant  and  their  nation- 
al duty,  undertook  to  obtain  full  satisfaction,  and  thereby  their  ob- 
ligation was  complete  and  perfect  to  enforce  satisfaction,  or  themselves 
to  indemnify.     De  Bode  vs.  Be^ina. 
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Discretion  no  longer  existed.  The  duty  was  imperative.  Thejr 
acted  under  a  delegated  authority. 

It  is  no  answer  to  say  the  obligation  was  imperfect,  because  there 
was  no  power  to  enforce  it,  nor  that  the  claimant  knew  that  satisfac- 
tion was  to  be  o\)tained  through  treaty  stipulations  which  might  result 
in  compromises,  nor  that^  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  being  invoked, 
the  claimant  committed  the  adjustment  of  his  damages  and  injuries 
to  its  guardian  care.  To  all  this  the  reply  is  simple  and  complete:  the 
obligation  was  perfect,  because  allegiance  and  protection  are  recipro- 
cal, and  the  nation  had  assumed  for  herself  to  act,  without  any  modi- 
fication of  the  principles  which  bound  that  action. 

But  in  this  particular  case  the  general  principle  applies  with  irre- 
sistible force.  The  argument  goes  to  the  full  extent,  that  in  all  cases 
and  under  all  circumstances  the  nation  has  the  right,  as  well  as  the 
power,  to  release  the  foreign  nation  without  any  compensation  or 
satisfaction  being  given,  or  upon  a  consideration  resulting' solely  to 
the  public  good. 

Here  the  preliminary  negotiation  and  the  very  terms  of  the  treaty 
import  that  Spain  understood  she  was  granting  to  the  United  States 
ample  satisfaction  for  all  the  claims  embraced  within  the  definite  terms 
of  the  treaty,  and  the  United  States,  for  that  consideration,  stipulate 
to  release  and  indemnify  Spain  against  those  demands.  lY.  vol. 
State  papers.  For.  Bela.,  p.  622. 

Again  :  the  argument  covers  all  those  cases  in  which  the  govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  act  of  its  own  motion,  as  well  as  those  which  re- 
sulted trom  contract.  It  confounds  well-settled  distinctions.  For  it 
is  conceded  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  letter  already  referred  to,  and  is  ad- 
mitted law,  that  the  nation  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  this  last  class 
ot  cases,  except  upon  the  application  of  the  injured  citizen.  There- 
fore it  results,  that  in  this  class  of  cases  the  government  acts  under 
delegated  authority. 

And  this  view  is  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Clay  in  this  very 
ca8e,  dated  12th  March,  1821,  and  published,  (pamphlet  82  ) 

He  say  :  ''  In  regard  to  contracts  or  commercial  operations  between 
the  citizens  of  our  country  and  a  foreign  power,  which  withholds  from 
them  justice,  there  is  no  absolute  right  of  interposition  on  the  part  of 
that  country,  since  those  citizens  have  voluntarily  put  their  trust  in 
the  foreign  power.  The  country  may  interpose  at  the  instance  of  the 
citizens,  but  the  extent  of  that  interposition  must  depend  U[)on  the  re- 
quest of  its  citizens.  The  country  then  becomes  a  sort  of  agent,  of  a 
high  and  dignified  character,  to  SLskjtistice  for  its  injured  citizens.  It 
must  not  abuse  this  agency,  which  is  submitted  to  the  laws  of  all  dele- 
gated powers.  *  *  *  Now,  if  a  country  is  not  bound  to  go  to  war 
to  support  the  rights  of  its  citizens,  if  it  is  not  even  compelled  to  in- 
terpose its  good  offices  in  cases  where  those  citizens  have,  with  their 
eyes  open,  confided  in  a  foreign  state,  by  contracting  or  voluntarily 
dealing  with  it,  neither  has  it  a  right,  especially  in  the  latter  case,  to 
extinguish  the  just  rights  of  its  citizens,  arising  out  of  such  contract 
or  voluntary  dealing.  The  treaty  extinction  of  them  is  probably 
binding  on  them  ;  but  if  it  is,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  rule  of  equity, 
furnished  by  our  constitution,  and  which  provides  that  private  prop- 
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ertj  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  purposes  without  just  cotnpensation, 
applies  and  entitles  the  injured  citizen  to  consider  his  pwn  country  a 
substitute  for  the  foreign  power. ' '  I  therefore  maintain  that  no  assent 
of  Mr.  Meade  can  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  presented  his  claim 
to  the  proper  aathority  of  his  own  government,  on  being  informed 
that  that  government  was  negotiating  with  Spain  for  indemnity  ;  or 
from  the  fact  that  he  asked  the  aid  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
10  Spain  to  aid  him  in  procuring  redress. 

But  itvwas  without  his  authority.  For  any  such  authority  we  must 
look  to  the  documentary  history  still  extant  of  all  his  correspondence 
with  his  government. 

His  application  to  the  minister  in  Spain  dates  as  far  back  as  May, 
1818,  see  letter  of  Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Pizarro,  July  27,  1818,  4  vol. 
State  Papers  For.  Bela.,  p.  722,  and  from  that  time  his  diligence  in 
prosecuting  his  claim  was  not  relaxed  (see  pages  723,  724,  725,)  until 
it  was  allowed,  liquidated,  and  the  fact  communicated  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

His  first  communication  to  Mr.  Adams  is  dated  June  6,  1818^  (lb. 
720,  721,  722.)  He  informs  Mr.  Adams  that  it  has  been  insinuated 
to  him  that  if  he  would  procure  and  advance  a  further  sum,  in  cash, 
a  cession  of  lands  might  be  procured  in  either  of  the  Floridas  to  cover 
the  probable  amount  of  said  advance,  and  my  daims  &c, 

Mr.  Adams's  reply  is  dated  September  18;  he  says,  that  in  the  ne- 
gotiations pending  between  the  United  and  Spain,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  President  that  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  eventual  eidjust- 
ment  and  8cUis/aciion  of  the  just  claims  of  many  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  among  which  every  attention  which  may  be  proper  will  be  paid 
to  yours.  It  has  been  contemplated  that  means  might  be  procured  by 
the  cession  of  Florida  for  obtaining  this  aatisfaction^  &c. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1819,  Mrs.  Meade  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Adams  a  statement  of  the  grounds  of  her  husband's  claims  on  the 
Spanish  government,  amounting  to  between  |300,000  and  $400^001). 

These  documents  show — 

1st.  That  Mr.  Meade,  through  our  minister  in  Spain,  and  with  his 
aid,  acting  by  the  authority  of  his  government,  was  prosecuting  his 
claim  for  full  satisfaction,  and  that  pursuit  resulted  in  an  allowance 
of  his  claim. 

2d.  That  in  the  first  communication  to  Mr.  Adams,  he  intimated  a 
prospect  of  his  obtaining  full  satisfaction  ;  that  the  United  States  held 
out  to  him  the  hope  of  their  obtaining  it  for  him,  and  they  were  ad- 
vised of  the  extent  ot  his  claims. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  show  a  negative,  but  human  ingenuity  may  be 
safely  challenged  to  find  in  these  papers,  or  any  others  yet  published, 
a  statement,  expression,  act,  or  word  from  which  any  authority  to  the 
United  States  to  take  less  than  satisfaction  of  his  just  claims  can  be 
inferred  ;  certainly  no  express  authority  was  given. 

But  this  adjustment,  compromise,  and  release  by  the  United  States 
were  not  only  without  his  assent  or  authority,  expressed  or  implied, 
they  were  against  his  most  deliberate,  considered,  and  advised  objec- 
tion under  all  the  forms  and  solemnities  which  could  give  it  sanction 
or  force. 
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The  treaty  of  1819  was  to  hare  been  ratified  within  six  months,  or 
sooner  if  possible  ;  Art.  16.  The  limitation  of  time  expired  on  the 
22d  of  August,  1819. 

On  the  2l8t  of  August,  1819,  (4  For.  Rela.,  661,)  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
American  minister  at  Madrid,  informs  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State 
that  on  the  next  day,  if  the  treaty  is  not  ratified,  all  the  claims  and 
pretensions  of  the  United  States  will  stand  in  the  same  situation  as  if 
the  convention  of  22d  of  February,  1819,  had  never  been  made. 

Up  to  that  date,  although  Spain  had,  at  the  instance  of  the  United 
States,  on  Mr.  Meade's  petition,  instituted  a  commission  to  examine 
and  liquidate  Mr.  Meade's  claims,  nothing  definite  had  been  accom- 
plished. 

Subsequently,  and  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  com- 
mission reported,  and  the  claim  was  finally  "allowed  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1820,  and  information  given  to  the  United  States,  both  by  Mr. 
Meade  and  the  Spanish  government. 

On  the  2dth  day  of  October,  1820,  Spain  ratified  the  treaty,  and  it 
was  transmitted  to  the  United  States  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  given  on  the  19th  of  February,  1821  ;  4  For. 
Rela.,  703. 

Previous  to  this,  Mr.  Meade  had  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  memorial,  which  will  be  found  in  the  same  volume  of 
the  State  Papers,  at  pages  704-5-6-7-8,  and  9,  and  which  was  com- 
municated to  Congress  by  the  President,  together  with  Mr.  Adams's 
report'  upon  it,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1819,  six  days  before  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty. 

In  that  memorial,  (page  709,)  he  expressly  asks  that  special  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  for  his  claim,  or  that  it  shall  be  as  expressly  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  the  treaty. 

No  abstract  can  be  made  of  that  paper  without  greatly  impairing 
its  value,  its  lucid  arrangement,  and  its  clear  and  cogent  reasoning. 

It  is  thus  demonstrated  that  the  release  under  the  treaty  of  1819 
was  given  without  the  assent  or  authority,  and  against  the  protest  of 
Mr.  Meade. 

Fourth,  The  validity  and  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim  against 
Spain  was  adjusted  and  liquidated  by  the  intercession  and  through  the 
aid  of  the  United  States  under  circumstances  which  make  that  adju- 
dication evidence  against  the  United  States  conclusive,  and  only  to  be 
impeached  for  fraud. 

The  history  of  this  branch  of  the  case  is  sufficiently  clear  to  show 
that  Mr.  Meade  had  been  imprisoned  by  Spain,  and  his  release  was 
demanded  by  the  United  States  ;  (see  4  State  Papers,  For.  Rela.,  pp. 
718,  719,  720.)  That  he  was  released  on  or  about  the  20th  of  April, 
1818  ;  (see  copy  of  order  on  file  and  pamphlet,  p.  29  and  30.) 

That  as  early  as  the  13th  of  May,  1818,  he  invoked  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Erving,  United  States  minister  in  Spain,  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the 
sufferings  and  losses  which  his  illegal  imprisonment  had  brought 
upon  him;  (see  4  For.  Rela.,  722,)  that  Mr.  Erving  interposed  with 
the  government ;  that  on  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  Mr.  Meade  applied 
to  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  from  that  time  forth  Mr. 
Meade's  claims  for  indemnity  and  satisfaction  were  diligently  pro* 
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secated  against  the  Spanish  government  by  the  government  of  the 
United  BtateSy  acting  through  the  only  recognized  channels  of  sach 
intercouse. 

This  is  clearly  admitted  by  Mr.  Adams  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Salmon, 
already  referred  to ;  and  is  proven  beyond  controversy  by  the  whole 
mass  of  docnments  in  the  case.  Particular  reference  is  made  to  the 
following  documents : 

Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Pizarro,  June  27,  1818. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  T,  1818  ;  August  3,  1818. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Casa  Yrujo,  January  18,  1819. 

Casa  Trujo  to  Mr.  Erving,  January  26,  1819. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Casa  Yrujo,  February  9,  1819. 

Message  of  President  Monroe,  with  list  of  claims  to  Congress,  May 
12, 1820. 

Imaz,  Minister  of  Finance,  to  Mr.  Meade,  May  T,  1819. 

The  Spanish  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Meade,  May  18,  and  August 
31, 1819. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  Commissioners,  October  28,  1819. 

Minister  of  Finance  to  Mr.  Meade,  May  21,  1820. 

Spanish  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  June  10,  1820. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Spanish  Secretary  of  State,  June  29,  1820. 

Mr.  Meade  to  Mr.  Adams^  August  IT,  1820. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Meade,  September  6, 1820. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Salmon,  August  21,  1819. 

Mr.  Anduaga  to  Mr.  Meade,  October  16,  1822. 

Mr.  Salmon  to  Mr.  Adams,  April  16,  1823. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Salmon,  April  29,  1823. 

Deposition  of  Ysturiz. 

Deposition  of  Guerra. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  deposition  of  the  same. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  United  States  is  not  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  any  act  of  Spain,  in  regard  to  this  claim,  after  the  22d 
February,  1819 ;  that  it  was  entirely  competent  for  Spain  to  settle  any 
of  the  claims  apparently  embraced  within  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  or 
to  bind  herself  in  any  manner  that  she  should  see  fit ;  but  that  the 
United  States  could  only  be  bound  by  the  decision  of  the  commission- 
ers to  be  appointed  under  that  treaty. 

So  far  as  the  mode  of  adjusting  those  claims^  supposing  the  United 
States  to  have  remained  perfectly  quiescent,  the  proposition  may  bo 
true ;  but,  in  this  case  it  proceeds  on  a  false  assumption,  because  it 
rests  on  the  postulate  that  Spain,  of  her  own  volition,  and  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  United  States,  had  assumed  to  settle  with  Mrii 
Meade. 

It  cannot  be  disputed,  successfully,  that  after,  and  notwithstanding 
the  treaty,  it  was  entirely  competent  for  the  parties  thereto  to  make 
a  separate  adjustment  of  each  and  every  of  those  claims  with  the  a^ 
sent  of  the  claimants ;  and  this  could  have  been  accomplished  without 
changing  a  single  one  of  the  articles.  The  adjustment  of  claims  does 
aot  always  result  in  a  formal  treaty,  but  it  may  be  effected  as  well  by 
diplomatic  correspondence,  and  the  assent  of  the  claimant,  as  by  the 
most  solemn  and  formal  treaty  stipulations. 
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It  is  equally  true,  that  after  the  period  stipulated  for  the  ratifica- 
tioa  of  the  treaty  had  passed,  aud,  lu  the  language  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
all  the  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  United  IStates  (stood)  in  the  same 
aitucUion  as  if  that  convention  never  had  been  mackj  it  was  quite  com- 
petent for  the  United  States  to  press  on  Spain  the  liquidation  of  any 
of  those  claims. 

The  only  question  is  one  of  fact,  did  the  United  States  so  demand , 
and  did  Spain  accede  ? 

The  fact  is  indisputable  that  the  United  States,  before  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  did,  through  her  minister  in  Spain,  press  upon  the 
latter  in  regard  to  this  case  a  distinct  mode  of  ascertaining  and  set- 
tling the  amount  and  validity  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim.  Spain  did  yield 
to  that  demand,  and  did  liquidate  it  in  the  very  mode  suggested  by 
the  United  States.  But  that  is  not  all.  It  was  apparent  to  every 
one,  and  an  inevitable  consequence  of  that  mode  of  adjustment,  that 
Mr.  Meade  should  deliver  to  Spain  all  the  vouchers  to  procure  that 
settlement.  The  United  States  were  acting  under  his  delegated 
authority.  The  whole  transaction  was  between  the  two  nations.  It 
was  no  longer  a  private  controversy — the  actors  were  sovereigns. 
The  one,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  under  a  ^ ^perfect  obligation 
to  support  the  claims ;  the  other  under  a  perfect  obligation  to  pay  all 
such  as  were  just  and  right. 

The  surrender  of  these  vouchers  was  as  much  the  act  of  the  United 
States  as  if  Mr.  Meade  had  been  dead.  They  had  set  the  proceeding 
in  motion,  and  had  obtained  an  order  for  the  commission  to  examine 
Mr.  Meade's  claims  before  there  was  any  treaty  ;  and  tbe  commission 
continued  to  act  after  the  treaty  had  become  null,  and  they  were  under 
the  most  imperative  obligation  to  enforce  as  against  Spain  the  adjudi- 
cation of  that  commission. 

Besides,  it  was  the  most  fit  mode  of  procuring  the  adjustment  of 
claims  so  complicated,  and  of  so  long-standing,  for  nowhere  else 
could  the  proots  have  been  obtained,  the  whole  country  having  beea 
torn  to  pieces  by  war  and  revolution,  and  having  not  settled  down  up- 
on its  constitutional  basis.  Parol  proof  was  then  accessible ;  docu- 
ments were  within  reach  ;  every  part  of  each  claim  was  open  to  the  se- 
verest scrutiny,  and  the  means  of  examination  and  correction  were  at 
hand.  It  was  most  expedient  that  such  a  commission  should  be  called 
to  examine  and  adjudicate  it ;  and  the  United  States  acted  with  a  wise 
precaution  in  pressing  Spain  to  appoint  it. 

The  liquidation  was  finally  had  when  there  was  no  treaty,  and  Mr. 
Meade  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Spanish  treasury.  The  United 
States  congratulated  him  on  his  success.  That  apple  of  discord  waa 
out  of  the  way.  He  was  pressing  his  demand  of  payment  when  the 
question  of  ratifying  that  treaty  was  resumed.  The  cortes  had  been 
convened  ;  they  inquired  especially  after  this  claim,  both  of  their  own 
government  and  the  minister  of  the  United  States.  By  both  they 
were  assured  it  was  provided  for ;  they  understood  from  both  it  was  to 
ht  paid  in  solido. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  was  formally  notified  by  Mr. 
Heade  of  his  position,  and  they  were  requested  either  to  exclude  his 
claim  from  the  operation  of  the  treaty,  or  by  express  provision  to 
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cause  it  to  be  embraced  in  it.  Thej  did  neither  ;  they  permitted 
things  to  take  their  coarse  ;  they  were  intent  on  procuring  the  Flori- 
das,  and  they  would  do  nothing  to  embarrass  their  acquisition.  And 
they  ratified  the  treaty.  By  the  most  unequivocal,  and  almost  by  the 
very  terms  of  that  treaty  Spain  was  released.  Yet,  by  their  agency 
they  deprived  Mr.  Meade  of  his  only  means  of  obtaining  satisfaction 
under  the  treaty. 

They  have  stipulated  that  he  shall  prove  the  amount  and  validity 
of  his  claims  before  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  them,  and  by 
their  active  instrumentality  all  his  vouchers  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  very  party  against  whom  the  claim  is  to  be  proved. 

But  that  is  not  all.  Forced  by  his  condition  to  appear  before  those 
oommissioners  under  protest,  he  is  by  them  required  to  furnish  his 
vouchers.  By  the  terms  of  their  treaty  the  United  8tates  have  stipu- 
lated with  Spain  that  on  their  demand  she  will  furnish  those  proofs. 
On  the  18th  April,  1823,  the  commissioners  furnished  the  Secretary 
of  State  with  a  list  of  the  necessary  vouchers,  to  be  demanded  from 
Spain  in  this  case.  No  formal  demand  was  made  on  Spain  until  the 
19th  of  Dember,  1823.  (See  letter  from  Mr.  Nelson  to  Spanish  Sec- 
retary, of  that  date.)    None  of  the  vouchers  were  obtained. 

The  commission  expired  on  the  29th  May,  1824,  and  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  was  rejected  for  want  of  the  very  proofs  then  lost  to  him  by  the 
act  of  the  United  States  ;  and  Spain  w€L8  releaaed  by  the  operation  of 
the  treaty. 

Can  it  be  doubted  that  this  liquidation  is  evidence  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  ? 

Bat  take  another  view  of  it :  Spain  insists,  and  the  United  States 
admit,  that  she  is  by  the  terms  of  this  treaty  released  from  this  claim. 
Spain  insists  (see  the  letters  of  Mr.  Anduaga  and  Mr.  Salmon,  and 
other  documents)  that  the  decision  of  the  commission  appointed  by 
her  at  the  instance  of  the  United  States  is  final  and  conclusive.  The 
United  States  (see  Mr.  Adams  in  reply  to  Mr.  Salmon)  admits  that 
commission  was  created  at  her  instance,  but  deny  the  conclusiveness 
of  the  adjudication^tmr/er  Oie  treaty  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  not  evidence, 
much  less  conclusive  evidence,  before  their  oommissioners  ;  they  say 
it  is  binding  on  Spain  ;  they  admit  Spain  is  released,  and  the  debt  is 
unpaid,  and  they  insist  they  are  only  bound  to  pay  such  claims  as 
their  commissioners  shall  allow. 

Here,  then,  are  two  great  nations,  the  one  admitting  that  a  claim 
against  the  other  has  been  adjusted  in  a  form  acoeptable  to  both  ;  th» 
one  being  bound  to  pay  the  claim  if  it  had  been  allowed  in  a  difierent 
forum,  and  while  admitting  its  validity  against  the  other,  who  is  re- 
leased on  condition  of  its  payment  by  the  former,  refuses  to  pay  it, 
nay,  undertakes  to  deny  in  a  conrt  of  justice  and  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  that  the  a^udication  of  a  tribunal  created  at  its  own  request 
is  evidence  against  it. 

Again,  the  oomity  of  nations  and  the  sanctity  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings require  that  it  shall  be  received  as  evidence.  ^  And  if  the  decir^ 
noQs  of  our  commission's  had  been  drawn  in  question  by  Spain,  wq 
woold  have  seen  Mr.  Adams  justly  inflamed  at  the  audacity  of  %Jij 
foreign  nation  who  had  presumed  to  do  so.    And  does  it  matter  tbak 
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tbe  decisions  of  that  commission  result  from  a  formal  and  solemn 
treaty  ?  Can  that  fact  more  powerfully  bind  the  national  honor  than 
if  the  commission  had  grown  out  of  a  diplomatic  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  countries  ? 

It  has  the  sanctity  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  and  is  not  to  be  impeached 
or  questioned — a  judicial  tribunal  of  the  highest  grade  known  to  the 
law. 

And  although  the  United  States  was  not  a  direct  party,  nor  named 
in  the  proceedings^  she  is  to  every  intent  to  be  charged  as  a  privy, 
with  full  notice  ot  the  consequences  legitimately  resulting  from  the 
decision  of  the  tribunal  thus  constituted. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  this  question,  which  may  as  well  be 
taken  here  as  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  case,  to  which  it  is  equally 
if  not  more  appropriate. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  is 
admitted  by  both  governments  to  be  included  in  its  provisions ;  and 
it  follows,  if  it  had  continued  in  that  form  that  there  never  could  be  a 
doubt  but  that  Spain  was  released.  It  is  contended  by  Spam,  and 
conceded  by  theUnited  States,  that  theSpanish  commission  was  erected  at 
thespecialinstanceot  the  UnitedStates,  through  theirminister,  and  it  re- 
quired the  production  and  surrender  of  Mr.  Meade's  vouchers,  and  made 
its  adjudication  when  there  was  uo  treaty,  Theconsideration  to  be  paid 
by  Spain,  undoubtedly,  was  intended  to  cover  this  demand,  and  the 
united  States  so  understood  it.  Spain,  then,  having  yielded  to  the 
instances  of  the  United  States,  and  having  settled  and  allowed  this 
claim,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid  out  of  her  treasury  when  there  was 
no  treaty,  afterwards  ratifies  the  treaty,  and  pays  to  the  United  States 
the  full  consideration  for  this  claim,  and  retains  the  evidence  because 
it  had  been  adjusted  in  the  precise  manner  the  United  States  had  de- 
sired, and  there  was  a  finality  to  all  controversy  about  it.  If  Spain 
had  paid  the  debt,  would  she  not  clearly  have  been  entitled  to  deduct 
it  from  the  consideration  to  be  paid  by  her  to  the  United  States, 
and  would  not  the  action  of  the  United  States,  through  her  minister, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Spanish  commission,  have  been  conclusive 
proof  as  against  the  United  States  of  the  validity  and  amount  of  the 
claims  ?  If  so,  they  must  have  the  same  e£fect  as  between  Mr.  Meade 
and  the  United  States,  who  have  received  the  consideration. 

Fifth.  Although  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  was  in  one  form  submit- 
ted to  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  22d  February,  1819,  «nd 
not  allowed  by  them,  that  fact  is  no  bar  to  his  right  to  demand  satis* 
faction  from  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Meade  is  not  here  claiming  under  the  compromises  effected  by 
that  treaty,  or  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  provided  lor  in  that  treaty. 
His  case  was  not  within  the  class  of  those  over  which  the  commission- 
ers appointed  under  it  had  or  could  have  had  jurisdiction.  They 
sought  to  take  it,  and  for  one  purpose  Mr.  Meade  was  willing  to  con- 
cede it.  But  if  his  case  was  not  within  their  jurisdiction  under  the 
law  by  which  they  were  created,  no  consent  of  his  could  give  it.  The 
fund  provided  by  the  treaty,  as  is  now  well  known,  was  wholly  insuf- 
ficient for  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  exclusive  «f  those  of  Mr. 
Meade,  and  it  would  have  been  great  injustice  to  those  claimants  to 
have  taken  so  large  a  sum  from  that  already  too  small  amount. 
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Bat  there  can  be  no  rational  doubt  now,  that  the  facts  are  all  known, 
that  the  case  had,  by  the  act  of  the  United  States,  been  taken  out  of 
the  provisions  of  that  treaty,  so  far  as  the  ascertainment  of  the  amount 
and  validity  of  the  sums  due  by  Spain. 

In  February,  1819,  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  ^'unsetttled  and  unli- 
quidated." But  when  the  treaty  was  finally  ratified  it  had  been  defi- 
nitively settled  and  liquidated  by  competent  authority,  at  tbe  instance 
of  the  United  States.  The  effect  was  to  take  it  completely  out  of  the 
treaty,  except  so  far  as  to  release  Spain  from  all  responsibility  for  its 
payment,  she  paying  to  the  United  States  the  original  consideration 
agreed  on  between  them. 

The  commissioners  themselves  ultimately  decided  that  the  claim  as 
presented  (and  there  could  be  no  other  claim)  was  not  within  their 
jurisdiction.  They  say,  in  their  opinion,  the  board  are  further"  of 
opinion  that  the  evidence  produced  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  the 
validity  of  any  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government,  within  the  mean-- 
ing  of  the  treaty  *  *  *  and  therefore  the  said  other  davma  are  not 
aUowed/'  Now  there  was  no  doubt  that  so  far  as  Spain  was  con- 
cerned the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claim  was  fully  established, 
and  the  evidence  conclusive.  But  they  were  to  inquire  into  unliqui- 
dated and  unsettled  demands,  and  it  was  those  alone  which  the  United 
States,  ''  within  the  meaning  of  the  treaty/'  were  to  pay  on  their 
amount  and  validity  being  ascertained  by  the  commissioner  a.  In  no 
other  sense  is  their  laoguage  intelligible,  and  it  is  but  another  mode 
of  saying  the  claim  was  not  within  their  jurisdiction. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  dated  April  28, 1823,  and 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Salmon,  the  Spanish  chargS  d'  affaires,  of  the  29th 
April,  1823,  both  proceed  on  this  ground.  In  the  former  he  says, 
*'  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  presented  to  the  commissioners,  was 
palpably  not  and  could  not  be  embraced  by  the  treaty."  *  *  * 
'*  Spain  was  undoubtedly  bound  to  the  payment  of  it  in  full."  ''All 
the  claims  provided  for  by  the  treaty  were  unsettled  claims,  the  proper 
subjects  of  compromise,  and  the  avowed  and  unequivocal  principle  of 
the  treaty  was  to  make  such  compromise."  '*  The  first  report  of  the 
Spanish  junta  of  four  counsellors,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade,  was  made 
on  the  20th  of  September,  1819,  after  the  termination  of  the  period 
when  the  treaty  should  have  been  ratified  by  Spain."  The  nature  of 
his  claim  was  entirely  changed  by  the  liquidation,  but  it  made  and 
would  make  no  corresponding  change  in  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty." 
*  *  *  *'And  the  real  effect  of  the  liquidation  and  certificate  was 
to  take  the  case  entirely  out  of  the  treaty."  '' His  (Mr.  Meade's) 
whole  memorial,  (to  the  President  of  the  United  States,)  indeed,  is 
an  unanswerable  argument  to  prove  that  his  settled  daim  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  treaty,  nor  was  it  possible  that  it  should  be.  The  treaty 
was  signed  in  February,  1819,  and  professed  to  provide  for  none  but 
UDsettled  claims,  prescribing,  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  set- 
tled alike.  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  liquidated  in  May,  1820,  the  treaty 
heing  then  as  if  it  never  had  been  made." 

The  memorial  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  President,  just  prior  to  the  final 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  United  States,  already  referred  to,  is 
equally  decisive  of  Mr.  Meade's  view  of  the  case. 
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The  letters  of  Mr.  Anduaga  and  of  Mr.  Salmon  present  us  dis- 
tinctly the  views  of  Spain. 

We  thus  have  the  concurrent  sense  of  the*  three  parties  directly  in- 
terested in  the  question  and  the  commissioners  themselves  that  Mr. 
Meade's  claim,  under  the  Spanish  liquidation i  was  not  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  those  commissioners. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  effect  of  this  conclusion  Mr.  Adams,  with  his 
remarkable  faculty  of  discrimination,  seeks  in  his  letters  to  make  a 
distinction  between  so  much  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims  as  might  be  al- 
lowed by  the  commissioners  on  full  proof,  and  the  residue  of  the  amount 
named  in  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation.  He  maintains  that 
the  United  States  would  have  been  bound  to  pay  the  former,  while 
Mr.  Meade  would  have  had  a  valid  claim  upon  Spain  for  the  resi- 
due. 

The  fallacy  of  the  reasoning  is  demonstrable.  There  was  no  un- 
settled claim  of  Mr.  Meade  against  Spain  when  the  treaty  took  effect ; 
and  although  for  some  purposes  the  treaty  operated  by  relation  and 
was  to  be  considered  m  taking  effect  from  its  original  signature,  that 
could  not  be  the  case  as  to  any  interest  which  had  by  the  consent  of 
the  parties  to  it  been  otherwise  disposed  of  before  the  final  ratifica- 
tion. Here  both  governments  at  the  signature  of  the  treaty  were 
advised  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  and  that  it 
was  clearly  embraced  in  the  consideration  to  be  paid  by  Spain  for  a 
release  to  the  United  States.  Both  governments  were  actors  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  claim.  Both  governments  understood  and  respec- 
tively insisted,  and  conceded  that  the  claim  was  released  by  force 
oi'  the  treaty.  No  deduction  was  made  by  Spain  from  the  considera- 
tion she  bad  agreed  to  pay  ;  the  whole  was  received  by  the  United 
States,  and  there  is  no  rational  escape  from  the  legitimate  legal  obli- 
gation of  the  United  States  to  release  Spain  from  that  debt,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  commissioners,  they  having  themselves  ad- 
justed the  amount  in  a  different  mode,  after  the  signature,  but  before 
the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

FiNALLT — Sixth.  Consequently  the  United  States  are  now  bound 
to  pay  Mr.  Meade's  representatives  the  full  amount  adjudicated  to 
him  by  the  special  commission  in  Spain,  approved  by  the  King, 
in  thiB  same  manner  and  to  the  same   extent  as  Spain  was  bound. 

The  questions  involved  in  this  proposition  are  somewhat  novel,  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  ever  been  subjected  heretofore  to  a  ju- 
dicial examination . 

How  far  a  government  is  responsible  to  its  respective  and  individ- 
ual citizens  having  claims  against  another  nation,  when  that  govern-- 
ment  has  for  an  ample  consideration  released  that  foreign  nation  from 
such  claims,  so  far  as  my  research  has  led,  has  not  in  England  or 
this  country  ever  been  decided  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Indeed  until  the  establishment  of  this  court  there  was  no  tribunal 
which  had  jurisdiction  of  the  question ;  and  it  has  been  doubted 
whether  this  court  has  the  right  to  entertain  it. 

Two  objections  having  been  urged  to  the  powers  of  this  court  over  the 
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rabject,  the  answers  to  which  necessarily  involve  the  inquiry  as  to  its 
jurisdiction  in  the  present  case. 

1.  It  is  ohjected  that  when  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State  deals 
with  a  foreign  nation  it  exercises  a  discretion  for  which  it  can  only 
be  responsible  to  the  people  of  the  country  in  their  aggregate  ;  and 
that  the  private  losses  or  injuries  are  merged  in  the  public  interest. 

2.  That  for  acts  within  the  scope  of  their  respective  powers,  of  any 
one  of  the  three  great  departments,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the 
four  great  branches  into  which  for  the  public  convenience  the  sover- 
eignty has  been  distributed,  to  wit :  the  legislative,  executive,  judi- 
cial, and  treaty-making  powers,  there  is  no  redress  for  the  private  citi- 
zen except  the  favor  of  the  government ;  there  is  no  strict  right  on  the 
one  side,  or  perfect  obligation  on  the  other. 

And  it  is  argued  that  the  introduction  into  the  constitution  of  an 
express  prohibition  against  taking  private  property  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation,  is  an  exclusion  of  all  other  cases  in  which 
pri?ate  interests  may  be  saciificed  to  the  public  weal. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  asserts  a  despotic  power.  The  sov- 
ereign is  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  a  measure,  and  is  clothed  with 
irresponsible  power  to  execute  it.  The  only  redress  is  revolution.  It 
is  not  the  case  of  a  bad  law  enacted  by  a  legislature,  which  may  be 
repealed  by  another  legislature  ;  or  a  bad  act  of  the  Executive  which 
may  be  remedied  by  his  successor.  It  is  not  an  impolitic  or  mischiev'* 
0U8  exercise  of  a  power,  which  may  be  corrected  by  the  ballot-box, 
bat  is  an  act  in  which  another  sovereign  power  is  concerned,  and  which 
cannot  be  altered  but  by  the  consent  of  that  power.  If  the  proposi- 
tion IS  true,  it  must  go  to  this  full  extent. 

But  let  us  apply  it  to  our  own  peculiar  form  of  government.  The 
treaty-making  power  is  to  a  certain  extent  necessarily  undefined. 
Still  there  are  limitations  upon  it,  either  so  clearly  stated  in  the  Con- 
stitution or  so  necessarily  resulting  from  the  federation  of  the  States, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  limits  in  certain  other  respects.  It 
is  bound  not  only  by  the  laws  of  nations  but  by  the  organic  law  of  its 
being  and  the  express  limitations  of  a  written  constitution.  For  in- 
stance, it  cannot  be  doubted  I  think  that  the  treaty-making  power 
cannot  cede  to  a  foreign  nation  jurisdiction  and  property  over  any 
State  of  this  Union.  And  as  it  is  with  a  State,  so  it  is  in  respect  to 
any  county  or  lesser  portion  of  the  soil.  It  could  not  provide  that  the 
citizens  of  one  foreign  nation  should  be  naturalized  in  this  country  in 
a  mode  or  under  circumstances  different  from  those  of  any  other  na- 
tion. It  could  not  cede  to  a  foreign  nation  property  of  one  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  without  making  to  him  just  compensation.  And 
I  apprehend  as  a  just  consequence,  from  well-settled  principles,  al- 
though it  has  full  power  to  make  peace,  and  therefore  to  decide  the 
terms  of  such  peace,  it  could  not  stipulate  in  such  treaty  that  it  would 
not  indemnify  its  citizens  whose  property  had  been  seized  and  em- 
ployed in  time  of  war  for  the  public  defence.  Undoubtedly,  so  far  as 
the  foreign  nation  is  concerned,  it  might  release  that  nation  from  all 
responsibility  for  private  wrongs  inflicted  by  it  before  or  during  the 
^ar ;  but  that  is  a  totally  different  question  from  the  one  involved  la 
the  proposition. 
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The  proposition  confoonds  two  totally  distinct  things,  to  wit :  dis* 
cretion  as  to  the  foreign  nation,  for  which  it  can  never  be  called  to 
account,  and  injury  to  the  private  citizen,  resulting  from  the  exercise 
of  that  discretion. 

It  makes  no  distinction  between  power  and  ri^ht.  It  rests  on  the 
postulate  that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong,  originating  in  the  pretension 
of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  duty  of 
protection  is  of  imperfect  obligation,  because  there  is  no  power  to  en- 
force it.  As  to  the  maxim,  that  the  king  can  do  wrong,  see  Boyer 
Pub.  Law,  213,  299,  312.  1  Black.  Comm.  ch.  7,  pp.  345,  244.  lb. 
ch.  2,  pp.  154—5. 

'^  Sovereignty  is  the  attribute  of  a  state ;  the  sovereign  power  is  that 
the  acts  of  which  are  independent  of  every  other  superior  power,  so 
that  they  cannot  be  annulled  or  set  aside  by  any  other  human  will." 
Bow.  Pub.  Law  210,  and  citations. 

That  sovereignty  resides  in  the  people  constituting  the  state,  and 
is  to  be  exercised  by  the  instrumentalities  that  people  may  create. 
Ours  is  purely  a  delegated  government ;  each  branch  of  it  has  its 
defined  portion  of  the  sovereign  power,  to  be  exercised  in  harmony 
with  the  others.  These  limitations  are  necessarily  for  the  most  part 
in  general  terms,  and  embrace  or  are  controlled  by  the  public  law,  so 
far  as  it  is  adapted  to  our  system  of  government.  Thus  the  treaty- 
making  power  exercises  so  much  of  the  sovereignty  as  is  necessary  to 
carry  on  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  yet  it  is  kept  in  suboidi- 
nation  to  and  in  harmony  with  the  other  powers  granted  to  other 
branches  of  the  government  in  the  Constitution.  Sto.  Con.,  §  1,  602. 
Mr.  Wirt,  Atty.  Genl.  op.,  20th  November,  1821. 

So  long  as  it  acts  within  the  scope  of  its  authority  it  is  sovereign, 
because  it  acts  independent  of  every  other  superior  power,  and  its  acta 
cannot  be  annulled  or  set  aside  by  any  other  human  will.  It  may  for 
the  public  good  surrender  every  just  and  acknowledged  claim  of  our 
citizens  upon  a  foreign  nation,  and  release  that  nation  from  all  obliga- 
tion to  them  ;  it  may  take  and  dispose  of  private  property  for  the 
same  purpose.  But,  by  the  public  law  in  the  case  first  put,  it  must 
make  just  compensation  to  those  citizens.  Bctyer  Pub.  Law  228  and 
note.  2  Phill.  Int.  Nat.  Law^  chs.  3  and  5.  Poison's  Laws  of  Na- 
tions, §  5,  pi.  5.  Ware  vs.  Hylton,  3  Dall.  199,  and  in  the  second 
case,  the  5th  article  of  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  makes 
express  provision. 

■  Undoubtedly  cases  may  occur  in  which  the  private  wrong  is  merged 
in  the  public  insult  and  iujury,  and  in  such  case  it  may  be  true  that 
the  nation  making  a  settlement' of  the  principal  may  not  be  bound  to 
seek  or  make  satisfaction  for  the  incident.  That  is  not  this  case.  Wo 
are  examining  a  case  in  which  it  is  conceded  that  the  government  had 
no  right  to  interpose  except  at  the  solicitation  of  the  party  injured,  a 
case  in  which  the  government  receives  from  the  foreign*nation  full 
consideration  for  its  release.  And  if  the  law  of  nations  were  silent, 
as  I  have  shown  it  is  not^  'Hhe  immutable  principles  of  justice,"  of 
morality,  and  good  faith  by  which  nations  as  well  as  individuals  are 
bound,  and  the  rights  of  the  creditor  violated  by  the  treaty,  oblige 
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the  gOTernment  to  perform  the  conditions  on  which  that  consideration 
was  paid. 

I  therefore  maintain  that  the  first  of  these  propositions  is  untenable. 

The  second  proposition  is  still  less  tenable.  If  it  were  true,  all 
jarisdiction  would  at  once  be  taken  from  this  court.  It  embraces  all 
cases  of  contract  alleged  to  have  been  violated,  all  acts  of  Congress, 
all  regulations  of  the  departments,  all  cases  referred  to  this  court  by 
either  House  of  Congress,  for  none  of  these  cases  can  properly  come 
before  this  court  unless  the  acts  out  of  which  they  arise  are  within  , 
the  scope  of  the  authority  ot  the  actors.  For  all  other  acts  there  are 
remedies  already  provided  in  the  courts  established  by  law.  The  actor 
is  only  protected  from  responsibility  because  he  is  clothed  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  sovereign  power. 

There  are  three  classes  of  cases  in  which  there  is  no  remedy  in  the 
ordinary  courts : 

Ist.  Where  an  officer  or  agent  is  charged  with  discretion,  yet  is 
obliged  to  act,  and  acts  in  good  faith,  as  in  Dinsman  vs,  Wilkes. 

2d.  Where  be  acts  merely  as  the  ministerial  agent  of  government, 
as  in  Hodgson  vs.  Dexter,  1  Cranch,  345. 

3d.  Where  both  parties  are  equally  bound  to  know  the  law,  and 
the  injured  party  interposes  no  objection  until  the  agent  has  fully 
executed  his  duty,  although  he  would  have  been  liable  if  the  objection 
had  been  sooner  interposed,  as  in  Elliot  vs.  Swartwout,  10  Pet.,  137. 

But  when  the  agent  is  charged  with  knowledge  of  the  law,  assumes 
the  responsibility,  and  acts  against  the  will  of  the  other,  and  not  in 
the  discharge  of  a  paramount  duty,  he  is  liable  for  the  consequences 
of  the  act,  as  in  Tracy  vs.  Swartwout,  10  Pet.,  80. 

This  court  was  established  to  supply  a  remedy  in  cases  where,  if  the 
actor  had  been  a  private  citizen,  or  not  thus  protected  by  the  sover- 
eignty, he  would  have  been  responsible. 

It  is,  therefore,  immat-erial  whether  the  things  omplained  of  was 
done  by  the  treaty  making,  the  legislative,  the  executive  power,  or 
bj  some  individual  agent  invested  with  authority  sufficient  for  the  in- 
fliction of  the  wrong.  The  judicial  authority  stands  in  a  different 
condition.  Its  acts  can  be  examined  only  in  the  mode  pointed 
oat  by  existing  laws.  Its  decisions  in  the  last  resort  are  conclusive  ; 
they  must  necessarily  be  so.  The  maximtn^ere^^  BepMiccB  sit  finis  litiunif 
is  of  universal  application  ;  it  is  founded  on  experience,  and  is  inter- 
woven with  the  organic  law  of  the  State  ;  (see  Bowyer,  236,  237,  238.) 
It  is  a  forum  which  the  parties  have  selected,  with  full  knowledge  of 
the  finality  of  its  decisions. 

Bat  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  say  that,  if  Congress  should  refer 
to  this  court  a  case  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  in  favor 
of  the  United  States,  and  against  a  right  claimed  by  a  citizen,  that  it 
could  not  take  jarisdiction.  It  is  indisputable  that  Congress  could  in 
such  case  grant  relief.  If  so,  it  might  give  to  this  court  jurisdiction 
to  inquire  and  report. 

The  case  now  under  consideration  has  been  so  referred  by  order  of 
the  Senate  ;  it  is,  therefore,  open  to  inquiry.  The  United  States  stands 
here  as  an  individual  suitor  ;  they  are  to  be  tried  by  the  same  laws  as 
wonld  apply  to  individual  citizens  in  like  predicament,  except  in  those 
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few  cases  in  which  the  common  law  will  not  apply  to  the  government. 
For  instance,  in  cases  in  which  there  is  no  fixed  rule  for  ascertaining 
unliquidated  damages^  this  court  could  not  have  jurisdiction.  They 
cannot  exercise  all  the  powers  of  a  jury,  or  administer  all  those  equities 
which  a  court  of  chancery  can  administer,  nor  can  they  interfere  with 
the  jura  magestcUis  of  the  State. 

But  in  this  case  the  rules  are  simple  and  clear.  The  United  States, 
for  a  consideration  to  be  paid  by  Spain,  agree  to  release  and  indemnify 
her  against  certain  demands,  of  which  the  present  is  one ;  before  the 
consideration  is  paid,  and  while  in  fact  the  negotiation  between  the 

Sarties  is  suspended,  Spain,  at  the  instance  of  the  United  States,  liqui- 
ates  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  agrees  to  pay  him  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  with  interest  from  a  certain  date.  The  negotiation  is  com- 
pleted. Spain  pays  the  full  consideration,  originally  promised,  with 
the  implicit  understanding,  that  Mr.  Meade's  demand  thus  liquidated, 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  who,  before  the  treaty  is  closed,  are 
fully  advised  in  regard  to  the  adjudication,  its  amount,  and  the  terms 
on  which  it  is  to  be  paid, and  that  Spain  understood  that  it  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  United  States;  with  this  full  knowledge,  the  United  States  ratifies 
the  treaty,  receive  the  consideration  ,and  deprives  Mr  .Meade  of  all  redress 
upon  Spain.  Ifthese  are  the  facts,  therecan  be  but  one  response.  In  such 
a  case,  as  between  individuals,  there  could  be  no  question  that  the  one 
thus  receiving  the  consideration  would  be  bound  to  pay  to  the  utter- 
most farthing  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  liquidated  demand, 
with  all  costs.  As  with  individuals  so  with  States.  The  United  States 
stand  in  the  place  of  Spain,  with  all  the  liabilities  she  had  contracted 
to  Mr.  Meade,  and  are  bound  to  pay  the  debt. 

So  in  like  manner  and  tried  by  the  same  rules  the  liquidation  obtained 
through  their  instrumentality,  with  their  full  knowledge  in  a  pro- 
ceeding to  which  they  were  in  the  strictest  sense  privies  in  deed  and 
in  interest,^  and  in  which  Mr.  Meade  has  been  compelled  to  surrender 
all  his  probfs  to  Spain,  and  the  United  States  receives  the  consideration 
and  gives  the  release,  the  liquidation  must  be  full  proof  conclusive, 
and  to  be  impeached  only  for  fraud. 

I  have,  so  far  as  was  possible  in  this  argument,  abstained  from 
repeating  what  has  been  so  much  better  said  oy  others  ;  but  it  would 
be  incomplete  if  I  did  not  refer  to,  and  make  part  of  it,  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Bmney  and  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  memorials  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the 
President,  and  to  Congress,  to  which  references  have  already  been 
made,  and  the  reports  of  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Archer  in  the  Congres* 
sional  documents,  also  already  referred  to,  which  in  themselves,  and 
in  the  authorities  to  which  they  appeal,  furnish  conclusive  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the  petitioner. 

JOS.  H.  BRADLEY, 
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IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Oil  TDB  Petition  of  Richard  W.  Meadb's  Adbonistrator. 

B^^f  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  United  States. 

^he  deceased  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  He  left  that  city  ia 
1803,  and  within  a  few  years  took  up  his  residence  and  entered  into 
mercantile  business  at  Cadiz,  in  Spam,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
till  June,  1820.  *^  Whilst  so  resident,"  the  petition  states,  ^^  he 
entered  into  numerous  contracts  with  the  Spanisn  government  which 
involved  verj  large  amounts  of  money,  ana  his  means  and  resources 
contributed  very  largely  to  the  support  of  that  government  during  its 
contests  with  the  French.  By  these  means  Spain  became  largely  tiis 
debtor.  After  the  restoration  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  throne,  Mr. 
Meade  was  seized  and  imprisoned  by  order  of  that  government,  con- 
fined for  a  long  period  of  time^  and  finally  released  only  by  reason  of 
the  active  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  his 
behalf." 

Out  of  these  transactions  arose  the  claim  of  the  deceased  against  the 
Spanish  government,  and  it  has  been  preferred  against  the  United 
States  by  reason  of  our  treaty  of  1819  with  that  government. 

No  other  description  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  claims  against 
Spain  than  that  above  quoted  is  to  be  found  in  the  petition,  and  the 
mass  of  papers  to  which  it  refers  affords  no  particulars  of  that  part  of 
the  claim  which  is  founded  on  contrsK^t.  As  respects  that  on  account 
of  the  imprisonment,  it  appears,  from  papers  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  dated  January  29,  1818,  that  an  individual  by  the 
name  of  Glass  having  been  arrested  for  debt  and  declared  a  bank- 
rupt in  England,  Mei^e  became  the  assignee  of  his  estate  at  Cadiz 
by  order  of  the  **  Tribunal  of  Commerce,"  and  received  some 
|50,000  of  his  effects.  Glass  having  escaped  jail  in  England,  com- 
menced a  litigation  at  Cadiz  with  his  creditors  for  the  funds  held 
in  trust  by  Mead^,  pending  which,  Meade  was  ordered  by  the 
court,  at  whose  instance  does  not  appear,  to  pay  the  money  into 
the  public  treasury.  When  sued  afterwards  in  '^  the  Tribunal  of 
Commerce"  by  the  creditors  for  this  money,  who  alleged  that  he 
had  not  deposited  the  money,  but  merely  government  securities,  he 
only  produced  as  evidence  to  show  a  compliance  with  it,  a  certifi- 
cate reciting  that  he  had  deposited  *'  effective  specie."  What  **  ^eo- 
iive  specie"  was,  does  not  appear,  but  the  court  decided  that  in  was 
not  the  money  Meade  held  in  trust,  and  therefore  gave  judgment 
against  him  in  favor  of  the  cestui  que  trust.  Meade  appealed  from 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  but  the  judgment  was  affirmed  by  the 
"Supreme  Council  of  War."  On  the  4th  August,  1816,  Meade 
obtained  a  suspension  of  proceedings  against  him  in  the  courts  by  a 
royal  order,  but  on  the  2a  May,  1816,  the  creditors  procured  his  arrest 
and  imprisonment  under  the  judgment  on  the  allegation  that  he  was 
about  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  he  continued  under  arrest  for  two 
years,  and  was,  it  is  alleged  by  his  wife,  locked  up  at  night  for  several 
months. 
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Mr.  George  W.  Erving,  the  minister  of  the  Uaited  States  at 
Madrid,  was  then  appealed  to,  and  because  Meade  was  a  native  of  the 
United  States  Mr.  Erving  pressed  the  Spanish  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  to  procure  Meade's  release  from  a  confinement  imposed  by  a 
judicial  tribunal  by  the  intervention  of  the  executive  government. 
Mrs.  Meade  appealed  also  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  matter  was  taken  up  by  Congress  and  reports  were  made  by  com- 
mittees of  both  houses  on  the  subject,  in  March  and  April,  1818,  of  a 
menacing  character.  And  some  time  in  May  following,  in  consequence, 
probably,  of  these  proceedings,  the  executive  government  of  Spain 
again  interfered  and  suspended  the  judicial  proceedings  against  Meade, 
and  had  him  released  from  prison  without  his  paying  to  Glass's  credi- 
tors the  money  he  had  received,  and  which,  by  the  judgment  of  the 
tribunal,  which,  it  is  conceded,  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject,  he 
was  still  bound  to  pay  them.  ^ 

Having  twice  procured  the  undue  interference  of  the  Spanish 
executive  government  with  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  insti- 
tuted to  enforce  against  him  debts  due  to  private  parties,  the  last 
time,  partly,  perhaps,  by  the  agency  of  the  officials  of  this  govern- 
ment, he  was  emboldened  to  attempt  the  use  of  the  same  means  to 
secure  the  claims  he  had  against  the  Spanish  government,  a  preference 
over  those  either  of  any  Spanish  subject  or  of  any  American  citizen. 
This  is  disclosed  by  his  own  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State^ 
dated  6th  June,  1818,  which,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  subject,  is  as 
follows : 

^^  The  government  of  Spain  is  indebted  to  me  to  a  very  considerable 
amount.  For  the  last  five  years  I  have  been  making  the  most  enor- 
mous sacrifices  to  procure  payment  for  property  which  I  had  unfortu- 
nately entrusted  into  their  hands.  From  the  date  of  my  arrest  every 
species  of  payment  was  suspended,  and  no  doubt  can  exist  that  the' 
object  of  this  government  was  to  exterminate,  if  possible,  a  creditor 
whose  claims  were  too  just  to  be  denied.  My  resistance^  the  justness 
of  my  demands^  and  the  protecting  hand  of  my  government  have 
disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  those  who  planned  my 
ruin.  I  feel,  however,  sensible  that  to  the  want  of  inclination  is  to 
be  added  the  want  of  means  of  satisfying  my  claims,  and  I  therefore 
fear  a  delay,  which,  in  the  present  state  of  the  political  relations 
between  the  countries,  may  be  fatal  to  me.  It  has  been  insinuated 
to  me  that  if  I  could  procure  and  advance  a  further  sum  in  cash,  a 
cession  of  lands  might  be  procured  in  either  of  the  Floridas  to  cover  the 
probable  amount  of  said  advance  and  my  claims.  No  specific  proposal 
nas  been  made  to  me ;  nor  have  I  dared,  indeed,  to  listen  to  any  till 
I  should  receive  the  approbation  of  the  President  on  the  subject,  as  I 
have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
have  required  or  said  that  no  cession  of  lands  made  after  a  certain 
date  would  be  admitted  in  case  of  the  Floridas  being  ceded  in  sover- 
eignty ;  yet  as  the  object  of  the  demand  on  those  provioces,  and  their 
cession  to  the  United  States,  if  it  should  take  place,  is  designedly 
and  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  remunerating  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  for  injuries  sustained  or  damages  claimed  by  them  from 
Spain,  which  is  the  precise  nature  of  my  claims,  I  conceive  no  objec- 
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tioD  could  occoar  to  the  arrangement  proposed.  I  have,  however, 
abstained  from  making  any  formal  proposal  till  I  should  receive  a 
specific  answer  from  the  President  or  you  on  the  subject.  Should  I 
lie  fortunate  enough  to  make  an  arrangement  of  the  kind,  I  shall 
always  be  willing,  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  think 
proper  to  assume  the  grant  made  me,  to  give  it  up  to  them  for  a  sum 
eqnal  or  equivalent  to  my  demands  on  this  government. 

'^  I  shall  wait  in  Madrid  lor  your  answer  ;  and  should  it  be  unsatis- 
factory, or  should  I  find  it  impracticable  even  to  obtain  this  mode  of 
arrangement  from  the  Spanish  government  in  case  of  your  answer 
being  satisfactory,  I  shall  enter  my  protest  and  leave  the  kingdom, 
and  place  a  full  reliance  on  my  own  government  for  supporting  my 
JQst  demands  whenever  an  arrangement  shall  take  place  between  the 
countries;  being  confident  that  whenever  such  au  event  does  take 
place,  provision  will  be  made  for  the' claims  of  oar  citizens." 

By  endorsement  on  this  letter,  President  Monroe  replied  that  ''the 
iojares  of  Mr.  Meade  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States,  but  no  particular  arrangement  for  the 
payment  of  his  claim  by  the  government  of  Spain  in  lands  in  the 
Floridas  can  be  countenanced  or  admitted  by  the  Executive.  His 
claims,  with  those  of  every  other  citizen,  will  be  carefully  attended  to 
and  provided  for,  so  far  as  the  government  may  be  able.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  all  grants  in  Florida  after  a  certain  date'*'  will  be  annulled 
in  case  of  a  treaty  of  cession." 

And  Mr.  Adams  replied,  on  18th  September,  1818,  that  ''  in  the 
negotiations  pending  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  President  that  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  eventual 
adjastment  and  satisfaction  of  the  just  claims  of  many  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  among  which,  every  attention  which  may  be 
proper  will  be  shown  to  yours. 

It  has  been  contemplated  that  means  might  be  found  for  this  object 
bj  the  cession  of  Florida  for  obtaining  this  satisfaction  in  a  manner 
which  may  not  be  burdensome  to  Spain  ;  which  expectation  would  be 
disappointed,  if  the  property  of  all  the  vacant  lauds  in  the  province 
should  be  granted  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  individuals  before  the 
ctssion  to  the  United  States.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that  in  case 
of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  including  this  cession,  all  grants  after 
a  certain  date,  to  be  agreed  upon,  will  be  annulled.  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  say  what  date  that  will  be,  nor  to  give  you  any  hopes  of  an 
early  and  favorable  conclusion  of  the  negotiation." 

This  correspondence  shows  plainly  what  may  be  inferred  from  the 
finspension  of  judical  proceedings  against  him  in  favor  of  private 
saiturs  on  two  different  occasions  by  royal  orders,  and  many  other 
circumstances,  that,  although  Meade  clamored  about  his  oppressions 
by  the  Spanish  government,  he  had  acquired,  during  his  long  residence, 
perfect  familiarity  with  the  court,  had  access  to  State  secrets,  and  un- 
derstood how  to  procure  such  royal  orders,  or  other  executive  action, 
&8  suited  him.'  He  could  not  get  money,  because  the  government  had 
it  not.  Thus,  in  the  letter  above  quoted,  after  a  prelude  of  complaint 
against  the  Spanish  government,  he  discloses  the  fact,  that  whilst  the 

•Tbe  date  fixed  on  in  the  treaty  is  24th  January,  1818. 
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government  was  wholly  naable  to  pay  any  claims  against  it,  and 
whilst  its  credit  was  so  low,  as  he  elsewhere  says,  that  evidences  of  its 
indebtedness  to  its  own  subjects  were  mere  ^*  toaate  paper j"  it  was 
ready  to  secure  his  claim  to  his  satisfaction.  To  be  sure,  to  accom- 
plish this,  he  was  to  make  a  further  advance  of  cash,  possibly  as 
a  bonus  to  the  government,  but  more  probably  as  a  bribe  to  the  offi- 
cers ;  but  then  the  lands  to  be  ceded  were  to  be  sufficient  to  pay 
not  only  the  claims,  but  to  refund  the  cash  advanced  to  procure  the 
grant,  and  the  only  difficulty  was  that  the  President  refused  to 
allow  or  recognise  grants  in  Florida  made  pending  the  negotiation. 
To  remove  this  difficulty,  Meade  attempts  to  show,  in  this  letter,  that 
the  grant  proposed  to  him  would  be  consistent  with  the  objects  of  the 
treaty. 

The  reply  is,  that  the  proposed  arrangement  cannot  be  ^'counte- 
nanced or  admitted  by  the  Exectltive."  As  he  had  said,  however, 
that  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  effect  this  arrangement,  he  in- 
tended to  leave  8pain  and  ''place  a  full  reliance  on  my  own  govern- 
ment for  supporting  my  just  demands,  whenever  an  arrangement 
shall  take  place  between  the  two  countries  ;  being  confident  that  when- 
ever such  an  event  does  take  place,  provision  wiU  bemadfifor  the  claims 
of  our  citizens^*'  the  Secretary  tells  him  that  it  is  intended  to  make 
provision  in  the  treaty  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  ''among  which, 
every  attention  which  may  be  proper  will  be  shown  to  yours." 

The  reply  is  in  substance  and  effiict,  that  no  discrimination  will  be 
made  with  respect  to  his  claim  in  the  pending  negotiations,  but  that 
it  will  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  those  of  other  citizens.  With 
this  understanding,  he  transmits,  on  17th  November,  a  statement  of 
his  claims,  and  his  wife  accompanies  it  with  a  letter  in  the  following 
language : 

"  Philadklhdia,  January  1*!j  1819. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  enclosed,  a  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  my  husband's  claims  not  the  Spanish  government, 
which  will  be  followed  by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  him 
from  said  government,  showing  the  amount  due  on  libriamentos 
(treasury  notes)  now  in  his  possession,  on  contracts,  and  on  damages  on 
bills  received  from  the  said  government,  as  well  as  his  reclamation 
on  the  score  of  the  unjust  imprisonment  suffered  by  him  for  two  years. 

"  The  time  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  which 
I  received  this  statement,  was  too  short  to  enable  nim  to  make  out  a 
detail  of  his  claims,  but  thinking  it  important  that  some  statement 
should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  out  the  en- 
closed ;  trusting  that  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conduaion  of  a  treaty 
between  our  country  and  Spain,  this  document  would  serve  as  a  guide 
for  that  protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to  grant 
him. 

^'I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

"  MABGARET  MEADE. 

''  The  Hon.  John  Quinct  Adaiib, 

"  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Staiear 

(State  Papers,  vol.  4,  Foreign  Relations,  p.  721.) 
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This  letter,  with  the  statement  enclosed,  was  sent  through  the  Hon. 
John  Sergeant,  to  whom,  on  the  same  date,  Mrs.  Meade  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: 

'^By  a  letter  from  Madrid,  of  November  17,  Mr.  Meade  had  just  re- 
ceived the  opinion  given  by  you  on  the  course  best  to  be  proceeded  on 
for  the  protection  of  his  claims  by  our  government.  He  had  merely 
time  to  make  out  the  statement  which  I  now  enclose  to  you."      *     * 

Mr.  Meade,  I  presume,  hurried  himself  on  this  statement,  having 
been  assured  that  the  Marquis  D'Yrajo  had  asserted  that  orders  had 
been  sent  to  the  Chevalier  De  Onis  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States  on  their  own  terms.'*  (P.  10,  Rep.  No.  58,  H.  of  Reps., 
1st  sess.  20  C!ong.  ;  Mr.  Everett's  Report,  which  will  be  referred  to 
herein  by  the  letters  E.  R.)  Mr.  Meade's  information  was  eorrect, 
both  as  to  the  state  of  the  negotiation  and  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
It  was  signed  on  the  22d  February,  1819,  immediately  after  the  arri- 
val of  his  despatch,  saying  the  treaty  was  to  be  concluded  with  the 
United  States  on  their  own  terms,  and  the  provisions  it  contained  ap- 
plicable to  his  class  of  cases  would  have  excluded  him  from  the  benefit 
of  it,  if  he  had  not  hurried  himself  and  filed  the  statement  before  the 
date  of  the  signature. 

The  16th  article  stipulated  that  the  ratifications  should  be  exchanged 
within  six  mouths.     (8  Stat.,  p.  264.) 

But  within  twelve  days  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  rumors 
were  prevalent  at  Washington  that  the  United  States  were  overreached 
in  framing  the  8th  article,  in  fixing  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  as  the 
latest  date  at  which  grants  of  lana  by  Spain  should  be  recognised  as 
valid,  and  that  the  grants  to  Duke  Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and 
to  Mr.  Yargas,  which  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  letter  of  18th  October, 
1819,  (vol,  4  State  Papers,  p.  668,)  Bays,  'include  all  the  vacant 
lands,  not  only  in  that  part  of  the  Floridas  possessed  by  Spain,  but 
also  that  possessed  by  the  United  States,  under  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana from  France,"  had  been  made  prior  to  that  date.    As  these  were 
the  grants  which  the  article  was  chiefly  intended  to  annul,  Mr.  Ad- 
ams directed  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  exchanging  the  ratifications,  ^'without 
admitting  the  suspicion  of  any  unfair  dealing  in  the  conduct  of  the  ne- 
gotiator^ that  no  pretence  should  by  possibility  be  raised  after  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty  that  these  grants  are  confirmed,  or  that  either 
party  had  understood  that  they  would  be  confirmed,"  to  declare  ''the 
ooDstrnction  it  was  the  intention  of  both  parties  at  the  signature,  that 
the  eighth  article  should  bear  in  relation  to  the  grants  in  question,  and 
the  only  one  the  United  States  would  ever  admit."    The  minister, 
the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga  would  have  acquiesced  in 
this  construction,  and  the  treaty  have  been  duly  ratified,  but  for  'Hhe 
predomincUing  ipjluence  of  the  grantees  with  the  King,     (Letter  of  Mr. 
Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams,  ibid.  p.  674.)    ^^The  intrigues  of  these  sdfish 
imdividufdsy"  as  he  expresses  it,  (692,)  continued  to  put  the  peace  of 
the  country  in  jeopardy  by  delaying  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  till 
the  government  was  changed,  and  the  King,  on  the  10th  March, 
1820,  proclaimed  the  re-establishment  of  the  constitution  of  1812,  and 
convoked  the  cortes.    This  event  put  a  new  face  on  the  relations  of 
the  governments ;  for,  by  depriving  the  King  of  the  power  of  alienat- 
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ing  the  public  domain  without  the  assent  of  the  cortes,  it  put  an  end 
to  the  ^^predomintxting  %vjlt$ence  of  the  gramiteeSj*'  Alegon,  Punon  Ros- 
tro,  and  Vargas ;  and  as  the  cortes,  on  the  2d  October,  1820,  "ad- 
vised the  King  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,"  and  "de- 
clared void  the  cessions  of  land  to  Alegon,  although  the  treaty  of  1819 
should  not  be  ratified,"  (see  letter  of  Forsyth  to  Adams,  ibid.  p.  694,) 
these  favorites  had  no  longer  a  motive,  even  if  they  had  had  the  power,  to 
defeat  the  ratification^  which  took  place  on  the  24th  of  October,  1820, 
Mr.  Jabat,  the  Spanish  minister,  had  told  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  the  15th 
of  May,  (See  Forsyth's  letter  of  the  20th,  p.  691,)  'Hhat  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  expectations  of  the  President  (the  ratification)  would 
have  to  be  imputed  to  the  recent  revolution  in  Spain,''  and  this,  Mr. 
Forsyth  said,  **he  (Mr.  F.)  knew  perfectly  well." 

After  sending  a  statement  of  his  claims  against  the  Spanish  govern* 
ment  to  the  State  Department,  Mr.  Meade  did  not  quit  Spain,  as  indi- 
cated in  his  letter  of  6th  June,  1818,  but  remained  till  he  obtained  what 
he  called  a  liquidation  ot  his  claim  by  officers  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment on  the  21st  May,  1820  ;  bn^  no  order  for  its  payment  was  obtain-' 
ed.  He  then  came  to  the  United  States,  and  writes  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  from  Philadelphia,  under  date  of  August,  1820,  as  follows : 

"Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  transmit,  for  your  information  and  that  of  the 
President,  (if  you  will  please  to  communicate  them  tD  him,)  three  doo- 
nments,  received  by  me  from  the  Spanish  government,  on  the  subject 
of  my  claims,  their  final  liquidation,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
balance  due  me  by  the  Spanish  nation.  The  perusal  of  these  docu- 
ments will,  I  trust,  convince  the  President  and  yourself  that  the  inter- 
ference of  the  government  has  not  been  bestowed  on  a  person  unworthy 
of  the  high  protection  he  has  received.     I  should  immediately  have 

?roceeded  on  to  Washington  had  I  been  certain  of  meeting  there  the 
resident  or  yourself,  but  on  application  to  General  Gadwalader,  and 
to  the  postoffice  of  this  city,  I  was  not  able  to  obtain  any  positive  as- 
surance of  it.  Should  you  conceive  that  I  could  afford  any  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  late  changes  and  present  state  of  Spain,  I  shall 
feel  extremely  happy  in  so  doing,  and  on  the  smallest  insinuation 
would  either  proceed  to  Washington  or  to  any  other  point  or  place 
you  might  appoint.  I  suppose  that  you  are  aware  that  the  cortes 
would  meet  on  the  9th  of  July."     (lb.,  725.) 

On  6th  September,  Mr.  Adams  said  in  reply : 

*'It  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  upon  the  ad- 
justment of  your  accounts  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to  assure 
you  that  this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in  having  at 
all  contributed  to  the  satisfactory  result." 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1821,  Meade  addressed  a  memorial  to  the 
President,  in  which  he  said  that  since  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  hj 
Spain  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  explain  what  he  expected  in  case 
the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  United  States. 

•'The  validity  of  such  a  claim,"  he  says,  was,  without  doubt,  pros- 
pectively contemplated  and  admitted  by  the  functionaries  directly 
concerned  in  the  negotiations,  if,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  conclude^ 
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it  rorin«d  tlie  groundwork  of  one  of  the  treaty  stipulations.  »  *  ♦ 
Bnt  the  more  definite  and  authentic  shape  which  subsequent  events  have 
given  to  ray  claim  would  alone  have  justified  this  explanation."  He 
asks  the  President  to  recommend,  among  the  necessary  measures  to 
carry  into  effect,  '^  a  distinct  provision  for  the  complete  and  immediate 
satisfaction  of  the  claim,''  in  the  *'  definite  shape"  it  had  taken  sinoe 
the  signing  of  the  treaty  by  the  award  of  the  Spanish  junta.     He  then 

Sives  what  he  calls  a  summary  exposition  of  his  claims  ;  that  they  were 
ae  on  account  of  supplies  to  the  array,  to  which  the  Spanish  nation, 
with  one  accord,  ascribed  their  independence ;  but  Spain  being  notori- 
oasly  unprepared  to  pay,  he  was  kept  in  prison  by  certain  intriguers  to 

Erevent  him  from  pressing  his  demands.  But  these  intriguers,  when 
e  was  released,  suddenly  turned  their  attention  to  the  Florida  lands  as 
a  means  of  paying  him,  but  he  was  too  patriotic  to  accept  pay  in  that 
mode  after  rue  had  learned  from  Mr.  Adams  that  the  United  States 
would  not  permit  it.  He  then  applied  himself  to  get  pay  directly 
from  the  Spanish  government,  which  he  knew  had  no  means.  To 
this  end  he  presented  a  petition  to  the  King  to  appoint  a  commission 
or  junta  to  investigate  his  claims,  which  was  finally  granted ;  which, 
he  says,  reported  in  his  favor^  in  September,  1819,  and  their  report 
was  ratified  by  the  King,  and  certificate  sent  him  in  May,  1820. 
I^The  embarrassments  of  the  new  revolution,  which  ensued  in  the 
interval  between  definite  award  of  the  junta  and  its  final  ratification 
bj  the  King,  delayed  and  impeded  the  full  measure  of  justice  which 
1  had  every  reason  to  expect  from  the  more  enlightened  and  just  gov- 
^lernment  of  the  cortes,  which  that  revolution  has  now  restored  to 
Spain.  I  have,  nevertheless,  pressed  lor  a  settlement  *  *  *  and 
as  soon  as  its  definitive  and  official  recognition  in  the  form  of  the 
certificate  just  mentioned  was  communicated  to  me,  (in  May^  1820,) 
1  petitioned  the  cortes,  (which  did  not  sit  till  July  after  he  left  the 
country,)  to  order  its  immediate  payment  or  to  designate  the  mode  of 
payment.  I  could  obtain  no  definitive  resolution  from  the  cortes  till 
the  5th  October  last,  tbe  day  they  decided  in  favor  of  the  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  the  Floridas,"  when,  he  says,  they  ordered  that  his 
daim  should  be  submitted,  with  the  treaty,  to  the  King,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  United  States  ^^  had  consented  to  the  introduction  of  his 
individual  claim  into  the  negotiations  of  the  treaty,"  and  had  assumed 
the  payment  of  it  and  released  Spain,  but  decreed  immediate  payment 
if  not;  whereupon  the  Minister  of  State  told  them  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  '^  specially  assumed/'  or  would  be  so,  upon  the  exchange  of 
ratifications,  and  he  was  referred  to  the  ultimate  ratificatien  by  the 
United  States  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  claim.  The  Spanish  minister's 
assarances,  he  was  informed  from  high  authority,  were  founded  on 
official  communications  by  De  Onis,  the  Spanish  negotiator,  to  the 
effect  that  his  claim  had  been  introduced  by  name  into  tbe  negotiations 
with  Mr.  Adams  in  their  verbal  conftrencea^  by  whom  it  was  urged  that 
it  should  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  De  Onis  proposed 
an  express  stipulation  ;  but  Mr.  Adams  thought  this  unnecessary,  but 
agreed  to  the  5th  clause  of  the  renunciations  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  which  would  comprehend  it,  and  he  thinks  that  the  protocol 
corroburates  his  information. 

Eep,  C.  0.  226 3 


34  KiCHAED  vr.  heabe. 

He  says  he  formallj  protested  to  Spain  against  the  assnmptfcm  of 
the  United  States  to  release  his  claim.  He  was  willing,  indeed,  to 
have  the  debt  assumed  in  full  by  the  United  States,  and  would  have 
consented  to  release  Spain  on  such  an  assumption.  But  ^'  then  there 
is  no  distinct  and  substantive  proyision  for  the  payment  of  it"  by  the 
United  States  contained  in  the  treaty.  '^  The  terms  of  the  treaty,  ta- 
ken simply  and  strictly,  clearly  import  that  all  the  claims  embraced 
by  all  the  five  renunciations  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  are  to  be 
thrown  into  one  heterogeneous  mass,  and  placed  them  all  on  the  same 
level,  and  subject  to  the  same  rule  of  compensatioii ;  whereas  nothing 
could  be  more  unjust,''  &c.  He  then  proceeds  to  show  that,  whilst  the 
government  has  the  right  to  release  injuries  to  citizens  which  iuTolve 
aggressions  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  no  snch  right  exists 
respecting  private  claims  founded  on  contract. 

He  compares  his  condition  ^'  as  an  acknowledged  creditor  of  Spain, 
having  a  present  perfect  right  to  demand  instant  payment,  with  that 
to  which  1  should  be  reduced  as  a  deferred  claimant  under  the  11th 
article  of  the  treaty,''  and  says,  ^^  why,  if  the  ostensible  stipulations 
of  the  treaty,  as  defined  in  the  11th  article,  are  to  be  strictly  taken  as 
the  only  rule  for  the  determining  the  equivalents,  then  what  is  now 
an  ascertained  debt  is  reduced  to  a  mere  outstanding  claim,  open  to 
fresh  and  repeated  contestations  from  nnknown  parties.  *  *  It  is 
to  be  re-examined  and  adjudicated  over  again  by  a  new  commission, 
which  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  be  closed  in  less  than  a  period 
of  three  years,  and  which,  if  it  decide,  as  possibly  it  may,  to  investi- 

fate  over  again  the  merits  and  details  of  my  claim,  will  have  to  inyok% 
ocumentary  evidence  from  the  bureaus  of  a  foreign  country  peculiarly 
tenacious  of  its  archives. ' ' 

He  contends  against  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  his 
rights,  &c.,  without  compensation,  and  says  the  United  States  took 
his  property  to  pay  for  the  Floridas,  and  are  therefore  bound  to  in- 
demnify him,  and  infers  that  a  compensation  separate  from  that  pro- 
vided for  other  claimants  must  have  been  intended,  because  $5,000,000 
was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  them  before  the  5th  renunciation  was  put  into 
the  treaty.  But  insists  that,  even  though  there  was  ''no  verbal 
understanding"  between  the  negotiators,  he  should  be  paid  in  full, 
and  from  a  different  fund,  and  that  he  would  have  a  right  to  such 
payment  if  the  United  States  should  ratify  the  treaty,  and  thereby  be- 
come bound  to  exonerate  Spain  from  the  debt,  because  the  United 
States  can  only  perform  that  stipulation  by  paying  the  debt. 

Mr.  Adams,  to  whom  the  President  referred  this  memorial,  on  the 
13th  February,  1821,  reported,  ''  that  from  the  nature  of  the  claim, 
now  first  announced,"  it  was  proper  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate  with 
the  treaty.  ^'  With  regard  to  the  material  facts  alleged  by  Meade," 
he  continues  :  ''  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  distinct  and  separate  en- 
gagement involved  in  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
pay  the  whole  of  his  liquidated  demand  upon  Spain,  he  has  been  mis- 
informed. Neither  his  nor  any  other  individual  claim  was  ever  men- 
tioned between  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty,"  *  *  "  nor  was  any  men- 
tion made  of  it  by  General  Vives  in  delivering  the  ratification;"  *  * 
with  regard  to  ''the  argument  of  Mr.  Meade's  memorial  drawn  from 
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the  law  of  Dations,  and  foanded  upon  a  statemeat  of  facts,  the  most 
essential  of  which  are  uofoanded/'  Mr.  Adams  says^  that  '^may  be 
left  to  the  Boand  judgment  of  the  Senate." 

He  also  remarks  ^'  that  the  claim  was  not  liquidated  till  nearly  a 
year  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  then  without  the  privity  of 
this  government,  and  not  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty  for 
all  the  claims  provided  for  in  it."  (lb.,  704.)  The  treaty  was 
adopted  on  the  19th  February,  1821. 

Although  Mr.  Meade  had,  as  we  have  seen^  declared  in  his  memorial 
to  the  President  that  '^  the  terms  of  the  treaty  clearly  import  that  all 
the  claims  embraced  by  all  the  five  renunciations  are  to  be  thrown  into 
one  heterogeneous  mass,  and  placed  them  all  on  the  same  level,  and  re- 
duced what  is  now  an  ascertained  debt  to  a  mere  outstanding  claim  to 
be  re-examined  and  adjudicated  over  again  by  a  new  commission,"  he 
nevertheless,  on  the  26th  January,  1822,  six  or  eight  months  after  the 
orgaoisation  of  the  commission,  and  after  it  had  been  distinctly  intima- 
ted by  the  commissioner  in  another  case  that  the  rule  of  evidence  which 
he  anticipated  in  his  memorial  was  the  rule  of  the  commission,  filed  a 
memorial  to  the  commission  setting  up  the  award  of  the  junta,  and  pre- 
sumed it  to  be  '^  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  detailed  explanations  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  articles  by  which  the  debt  was  created,  or 
of  the  circumstances  upon  which  certain  damages  included  in  the  sum 
total  were  awarded  to  him,  deeming  it  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  docu- 
mentary proceedings  of  the  Spanish  authorities."  To  give  the  com- 
mission jurisdiction,  he  alleges  that  the  claims  originated  between 
-J802  and  22d  February,  1819;  that  a  statement  was  filed  in  the  State 
Department  soliciting  the  inter)>osition  of  the  government,  and  that 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  solicited  the  adjustment  before  the 
signature  of  the  treaty.  But  he  nevertheless  insists  that  his  claim* 
shall  not  ^^  be  thrown  into  the  heterogeneous  mass,"  but  shall  be  paid 
in  full  on  the  grounds  stated  in  his  memorial,  viz :  that  his  claim 
heing  founded  on  contract,  and  he  not  being  domiciliated  in  the 
United  States,  the  government  had  no  authority  to  interfere  and 
make  it  the  subject  of  a  treaty  and  release  it.  That  he  had  at  no 
time  abandoned  his  said  claims  or  any  of  them  against  Spain,  and  the 
same  now  continue  in  their  original  vigor  against  the  Spanish  goverur 
ment,  and  so,  he  submits,  will  continue  till  payment.  That  having 
applied  to  Spain  on  the  16th  June,  1821,  and  being  informed  that 
the  claim  was  embraced  and  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  he  now  ap- 
plied, but  without  intending  to  surrender  his  recourse  against  Spain. 

Ue  sums  up  his  memorial  with  these  propositions : 

1.  That  the  treaty-making  power  is  per  se  incompetent  to  cancel 
debt  due  from  Spain  originating  on  contract. 

2.  That  the  government  was  not  vested  with  such  authority  hf 
heing  solicited  to  interpose,  for  that  the  good  offices  only  of  the  gov- 
ernment were  invoked. 

3.  That  the  United  States  are  bound  to  exonerate  Spain,  however, 
and  this  deprives  him  of  his  remedies  against  Spain. 

4.  That  for  this  reason  the  United  States  is  bound  both  to  Spain 
and  to  him  to  pay  the  debt ;  and  he  prays  the  commission  to  decide,. 
Ist,  whether  the  claim  is  embraced  in  the  renunciations ;  and,  2d^. 
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if  the  claimant  l^  not  entitled  to  fall  payment,  although  other  claima 
should  he  only  paid  in  part. 

On  the  5th  of  March  the  commissioners  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  reference  to  claims  similar  to  this  pending 
before  them,  and  stating  that  they  were  inclined  to  disallow  these 
claims  as  not  within  the  treaty,  because  the  United  States  were  not 
bound  to  protect  the  individuals  engaged  in  the  transactions  with 
Spain  ;  and  that  such  transactions  were  positively  illegal  on  the  part 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  being  in  violation  of  the  neutrality 
laws.  But  it  having  been  alleged  as  matter  of  fact  that  the  negoti- 
ators intended  to  include  these  claims  in  the  treaty,  the  board  wished 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  :  '^  It  was  true  that  the  negotiators  intended  to 
allow  the  contract  claims  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  provisions.  The  only 
possible  chance,  it  was  believed,  of  obtaining  any  satisfaction  to  the 
claimants,  consisted  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Of  the  absolute  obli- 
gations of  the  government  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  their  fellow-citizens 
possessing  such  claims,  and  imploring  the  aid  of  their  country  to  obtain 
satisfaction  for  them,  no  very  subtle  or  punctilious  scrutiny  have  been 
made.  It  was  the  need  of  the  claimant,  and  not  the  legal  classifica- 
tion of  the  claim,  for  which  the  assistance  of  his  government  had 
been  solicited.  The  delay  or  denial  of  justice,  which  it  was  desirable 
to  remedy,  was  the  same  whether  it  was  for  a  wrong  committed  or  a 
contract  broken.  The  claimants  have  alike  been  promised  that,  at 
the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  their  claims  would  be  considered,  and 
endeavors  metde  to  provide  for  them  in  common  with  others. 

*^  The  government  was  indeed  aware  that  the  abstract  right  to  its 
interposition  of  citizens  who  had  suflered  by  acts  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, without  any  co-operation  of  their  own,  was  more  clear  and 
imperative  than  that  of  others  who  had  voluntarily  staked  their  pro- 
perty upon  the  good  faith  of  Spain  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiations a  proposal  was  made  to  omit  the  renunciation  which  included 
the  latter  class  of  claims.  It  was,  however,  finally  agreed  to,  with  the 
full  understanding  that  all  the  claims  should  have  the  same  benefit 
of  the  provision,  be  subjected  to  the  same  investigation,  and  be  de- 
cided upon  not  by  any  subsequent  transaction  between  the  claimant 
and  the  Spanish  government,  but  by  the  commissioners,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and  upon  such  proof  as  they  should 
think  proper  to  require  for  abcertaining  its  amount  and  validity.  Of 
the  right  to  include  such  claims  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in 
cases  wherein  the  interference  of  the  government  had  been  solicited 
by  the  claimants  themselves,  and  their  claims  had,  at  their  own 
desire,  been  made  a  subject  of  negotiation,  no  doubt  was  entertained. 
It  is  sanctioned  equally  by  the  moral  principles  applicable  to  public 
law,  and  by  the  frequent  practice  of  other  civilized  nations,  as  well 
as  by  more  than  one  example  of  our  own  history.  To  ascertain  in 
the  manner  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  no  other,  the  full  amount 
and  validity  of  these  claims  as  existing  on  the  day  of  the  signature 
of  the  treaty,  the  commission  instituted  under  the  11th  article  was 
provided : 

About  a  month  after  this  correspondence  between  the  board  and 
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Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Meade  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Spanish  am- 
baasador  in  the  United  States,  Don  Joaquin  de  Andaaga,  in  Philadel- 

Ehia,  and  accompanies  it  with  a  letter  dated  in  Philadelphia,  in  which 
e  says  :  ^*  If  the  commission  shall  treat  the  liquidation  as  a  nullity, 
(a  resalt  which  the  declaration  of  one  of  the  commissioners  compels 
me  to  apprehend,)  your  excellency  will  at  once  perceive  my  embar- 
rassment, and  that  it  will  require  the  effectual  interposition  of  Spain 
to  prevent  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  from  becoming  the  cause  of  its  rejection  from  the 
treaty  ;"  and  he  begs  him  to  press  on  his  gorernment  for  a  demand 
for  the  original  papers,  although  he  still  hoped  the  commissioners 
would  not  adhere  to  the  rule  which  would  require  them.  On  October 
10,  1822,  from  Philadelphia,  he  tells  Mr.  Anduaga,  in  Philadelphia^ 
that  his  apprehensions  have  been  verified,  and  that  on  the  27th  June, 
more  than  three  month  previous,  he  had  received  official  notice  that 
the  commissioners  would  not  regard  the  award  of  the  junta,  but  is 
still  not  without  hope  that  they  will  yield.  Thereupon  Mr  Anduaga 
says  he  is  ''  surprised  beyond  measure  at  what  you  are  pleased  to  im- 
part to  me  respecting  the  determination  of  the  commission,  and  I  flat* 
ter  myself  that  it  will  not  persist  therein  when  it  reflects  on  the  in- 
iostice  it  involves,  and  the  libel  it  imports  on  my  government."  He 
then  proceeds  to  argue  the  point,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  coinci- 
dence in  the  language  of  the  claimant  and  that  of  the  minister  ;  and 
concludes  by  saying  that  his  ''  Majesty  knows  too  well  what  is  due  to 
his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputation  of  his  ministers,  and  to  the  integ- 
rity of  his  tribunals,  to  consent  that  a  foreign  commission  shall  deem 
itself  authorized  to  reverse  their  decrees." 

Thus  fortified,  Mr.  Meade  files  another  memorial,  saying  he  cannot 
acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  the  decision,  and  protests  ;  but  produces 
the  letters  to  Anduaga  to  show  an  effort  on  his  part  to  comply-r-the 
first  purporting  to  have  been  written  before  the  decision,  and  long 
enough  before  the  last  to  have  afforded  time  to  communicate  with  the 
court  of  Madrid^  and  the  last,  therefore,  to  be  presumed  to  speak  by 
authority,  although  not  exactly  professing  so  to  speak — Meade  avers, 
on  the  strength  of  it,  '^  that  the  result  has  been  an  entire  failure  to 
procure  the  required  proofs  after  a  resort  to  the  only  expedient  in  his 
power.  He  has  thus  clearly  evinced  his  own  disposition  to  shed  upon 
the  subject  every  light  that  can  be  desired."  He  says  that  the  Execu- 
tive intimated  no  objections  to  the  liquidation,  and  refers  to  his  letter 
of  16th  August,  1820,  and  Mr.  Adams's  reply  congratulating  him  on 
the  adjustment. 

The  board,  in  an  opinion  delivered  by  Judge  White,  decided  that 
the  claimant  was  a  citizen,  and  that  prior  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
he  *'  had  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government,  the  payment  of  which 
had  been  promised ;  but  this  claim  had  not  been  liquidated^  and, 
therefore,  the  precise  sum  due  was  not  ascertained,  nor  is  it  known  on 
what  account  Spain  became  indebted  to  him."  ^' I  will  not  say/' 
says  the  judge,  ''that  the  proofs  which  I  have  noticed  (those  existing 
before  the  date  of  the  treaty)  are  so  totally  defective  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  reject  the  whole  claim  ;  but  I  will  say  they  are  not  very 
satisfactory  as  to  the  nature  or  terms  of  any  of  the  contracts  alluded 
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to,  and,  as  to  most  of  them,  so  defective  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  sums  due.  This  makes  it  necessary  that  we  should  iD- 
quire  into  the  facts  which  occurred  after  the  22d  of  February,  1819, 
the  date  of  the  treaty.  The  first  evidence  offered  is  the  liquidation  of 
Mr.  Si eade's  claim  by  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  goverament  on  2l8t 
May,  1820  ;  and  here  a  difficulty  presents  itself.  Is  this  evidence  such 
as  this  board  can  notice  for  any  purpose,  and  if  for  any,  for  what  pur- 
pose? 

To  form  a  correct  opinion  on  this  point,  it  is  important  that  we 
should  attend  to  dates.  The  treaty  is  dated  22d  of  February,  18.9  ; 
it  was  soon  afterwards  ratified  by  the  United  States.  In  the  treaty  it 
is  provided  that  if  it  is  not  ratified  within  six  months  it  shall  be  void. 
On  the  9th  of  March,  1819,  Mr.  Meade  presents  to  the  King  a  second 
memorial,  praying  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  with 
him  ;  that  of  the  12th  January,  1819,  not  having  been  attended  to. 
On  the  7th  May  1819,  the  commissioners  are  appointed.  On  the 
30th  of  September,  same  year,  a  report  is  made,  and  the  sum  of  near 
$500,000  awarded  Mr.  Meade  as  his  whole  claim  against  the  Spanish 
government ;  on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  King  orders  the  report 
to  be  considered  ;  on  the  16th  November  there  is  a  second  report 
awarding  the  same  sum  ;  on  the  19th  May,  1820,  the  award  receives 
the  royal  approbation,  and  on  the  20th  May,  1820,  is  notified  to  Mr. 
Meade.  In  October,  (say  5th,)  1820,  the  cortes  advise  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty.  The  King  shortly  afterwards  does  ratify  it,  and,  on 
the  19th  February,  1821,  it  is  again  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ;  the  President  ot  the  Senate  having  been  previously 
notified  of  the  settlement  made  with  Mr.  Meade,  and  of  the  sum 
awarded  him  by  the  Spanish  government. 

The  first  rule  which  I  lay  down  as  applicable  to  this  question  is, 
that  no  person,  either  natural  or  artificial,  can,  by  his  acknowledg- 
ments or  admissions,  create  an  obligation  to  be  discharged  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  another,  unless  that  other  has,  by  some  means,  au- 
thorized him  to  do  so.  If  Spain  did  not  owe  this  debt  to  Mr.  Meade 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  but  contracted  it  afterwards^  it  is  not  one  of 
those  renounced,  and  Spain  is  still  responsible  for  it,  not  the  United 
States  ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected,  because  it  would  prove  a 
fact  which  would  avail  nothing.  If  Spain  did  owe  it  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  there  must  have  been  some  evidence  then  existing  of  the 
demand,  for  which  the  extent  of  liability  could  be  ascertained.  That 
evidence  would  be  better  than  the  mere  settlement  with  the  Spanish 
officers,  and  ought  to  be  produced.  The  rule  is,  that  the  best  evidence 
in  the  party's  possession  or  power  ought  always  to  be  produced,  or 
some  reasonable  account  given  why  it  is  not.  This  is  not^  as  has  been 
argued,  a  contracted  rule,  applicable  alone  to  the  municipal  courts  of 
any  one  country.  It  is  a  rule  founded  in  reason^  not  established  by 
any  statute,  and  applicable  to  all  cases,  in  all  countries,  the  judicial 
proceedings  of  which  are  worthy  of  imitation.  Why  is  it  that  we 
notice  the  protest  of  the  master  of  a  vessel,  letters  written  about  the 
time  of  a  transacticm  of  long-standing,  &c.  ?  Because,  from  the  nature 
of  the  transactions  to  which  they  allude,  they  are  likely  to  give  a  cor- 
rect account  of  it,  and  the  offer  of  them  does  not  in  itself  imply  that 
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the  pitrty  has  it  reasonably  ia  his  power  to  produce  eyidence  more 
satisfactory,  but  holds  it  back,  and  offers  the  inferior  evidence,  to  ob- 
tain an  advantage  which  he  would  lose  if  the  better  were  produced. 

The  true  rule  is,  that  no  party  shall  have  the  benefit  of^evidence  to 
establish  a  fact,  which  evidence  in  itself  implies  that  there  is  better 
evidence  which  the  party  could  produce,  by  reasonable  exertions,  to 
establish  the  same  fact :  because  the  not  producing  the  better,  creates 
a  presamption  that  it  would  disclose  something  which  would  deprive 
him  of  a  benefit  which  he  seeks  to  obtain. 

Apply  this  rule  to  the  present  case.  The  claimant  offers  as  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  account  that  Spain  owed  him  for  breach  of  contract 
at  the  date  of  this  treaty,  a  settlement  made  with  that  government 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  after  its  date.  Well,  there  may  be  some 
mistake  in  this  matter :  the  sum  awarded  may  be  too  little — it  may 
be  too  much.  Some  of  the  claims  set  up  may  be  such  as  do  not  fall 
within  either  of  the  five  classes  specified  in  this  treaty.  The  evidence 
from  which  this  settlement  was  made  would  be  more  satisfactory  than 
the  award :  let  us  see  this  ;  if  you  do  not,  me  must  suppose  that  there 
is  some  one  or  more  of  the  items  that  constitute  this  account,  which 
you  know  we  cannot  include  in  the  statement  we  would  make,  and 
therefore  you  offer  this  less  satisfactory  evidence :  you  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  use  it,  more  especially  when  we  see,  from  other  docu- 
ments, that  you  were  apprised  as  early  as  February,  1821,  that  there 
might  be  some  difficulty  upon  this  very  point;  and  therefore  both  you 
and  the  Spanish  government  would  be  careful  to  preserve  all  the  evi- 
dence and  documents  from  which  the  settlement  and  award  were 
made. 

Again :  The  11th  article  of  the  treaty  provides,  that  the  United 
States  shall  make  compensation  for  all  claims  renounced  in  the  9th 
article,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  five  millions  of 
dollars  ;  and  to  ascertain  the  validity  andy«Q  amouni  of  these  claims, 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  &o. ;  that  the  commissioners,  upon 
oath,  shall  examine  the  validity  and  amount  of  each  claim.  Further, 
that  they  shall  examine  every  question  upon  oath,  and  receive  suitable 
and  authentic  testimony,  &c.;  and  Spain,  when  required,  is  to  furnish 
any  document  in  her  possession  necessary  to  elucidate  any  one  of 
the  claims. 

To  bring  the  claim  within  this  treaty,  it  must  be  shown  to  have 
existed  before  the  date  of  the  treaty.  If  it  did  exist  before  the  treaty, 
and  is  one  embraced  within  it,  then  the  parties  have,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, provided  for  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
examine  the  validity,  as  well  as  the  amount,  of  the  claim  :  but  if  we 
admit  this  evidence,  then  Spain  herself  through  her  own  officerSy  is 
still  to  adjudge  the  validity  and  fiM  amount  of  the  claim ;  and  the 
commissioners  have  nothing  todobutibllowon,and,for  form's  sake, 
reallow  the  claim,  the  validity  and  extent  of  which  have  been  already 
ascertained.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  this  instrument. 

But  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  reasoning  is  unsound,  because  this 
settlement  and  award  are  not  the  creaiion  of  a  debt,  but  only  an  em- 
denct^  which  the  party  could  not  procure  sooner ;  that  this  debt,  to 
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this  same  amount^  existed  before  the  day  of  the  treaty.  The  di9- 
tinctioD  in  this  case  can  avail  nothing.  As  soon  as  Spain  ceased  to 
be  accountable  for  the  demand,  she  ceased  to  have  any  control  over  it. 
She  can  no  more  create  evedence,  by  which  the  validity  of  the  contract, 
or  the  measure  of  compensation  for  its  violation^  is  to  be  ascertained, 
than  she  could  create  the  contrad  itself.  The  substance  is  the  same, 
and  the  distinction  in  words  only.  This  ought  not  to  be  considered 
as  suitable  evidence  under  this  treaty,  which,  on  its  very  face,  leaves 
reason  to  conclude  that  a  persuasive  argument  to  induce  the  making 
of  the  award,  was  the  consideration  that,  not  Spcdn^  but  the  United 
StateSy  were  to  make  the  payment. 

Again :  it  has  been  urged  that,  at  the  time  this  settlement  and 
award  were  made,  Spain  herself  was  the  debtor ^  and  to  make  the 
compensation  ;  because  the  treaty  had  become  null,  the  time  for  its 
ratification  having  expired. 

This  argument  is  not  satisfactory.  When  the  treaty  was  after- 
wards ratified,  it  stands  as  a  treaty  in  which  no  time  for  ratification 
had  been  stipulated,  and  is  now  to  be  construed  as  a  treaty  dated 
22d  February,  1819,  ratified  by  Spain  in  the  fall  of  1820,  and  by  the 
United  States,  in  February,  1821,  at  times  satisfactory  to  both  parties; 
and  the  ratifications  are  acknowledgment  by  the  respective  parties 
that  their  negotiators  had  power  to  make  a  treaty,  upon  the  terms 
specified  therein  ;  and  whether  the  treaty  shall  operate  upon  a  par- 
ticular matter  from  the  date  or  from  the  raiijicationy  must,  in  my 
opinion,  depend  upon  the  matter  to  which  the  stipulation  relates,  and 
the  intention  of  the  parties  respecting  that  matter ;  hence,  it  may  well 
happen  that  the  same  treaty  may  become  operative  upon  different  mat- 
ters at  different  periods  ;  upon  some  from  the  date,  upon  others  from 
the  time  of  ratification,  and  upon  others,  from  neither  date  nor  time 
of  ratification. 

If  the  argument  were  sound,  that  this  can  only  be  considered  a 
treaty  from  the  ratification  of  the  parties,  and  not  from  the  date,  why 
trouble  ourselves  with  endeavoring  to  draw  a  distinction  between  a 
contract  and  the  evidence  of  a  contract?  We  would  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion  by  a  much  more  simple  process — that  of  considerins^  the 
treaty  as  in  truth  dated  on  the  day  it  was  last  ratified  by  the  United 
States.  Then  the  case  is  included  by  considering  the  con^rac^  and  the 
evidence  of  it,  as  having  existed  at  the  same  time.  It  is  true,  this 
would  not  be  within  the  words,  but  might  with  plausibility  be  in- 
sisted upon  as  within  the  meaning,  of  the  fifth  renunciation :  all  that 
would  be  necessary  might  readily  be  accomplished  by  considering  the 
ratification  as  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  which  ought  to  be  the  case 
if  we  consider  the  treaty  as  without  date. 

It  has  been  urged,  with  much  ingenuity,  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  a  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it :  that  the  one  may  well  have 
existed  prior  to  the  treaty,  and  the  other  have  had  its  existence  since. 
In  many  cases  I  think  I  could  see  the  full  force  of  the  distinction,  and 
that,  upon  such  after  evidence,  the  mind  would  be  well  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  a  previous  contract,  and  its  exact  terms.  But,  in  this  case, 
the  distinction  entirely  fails  us ;  the  great  object  is  to  ascertain  the  con- 
tracts which  Mr.  Meade  had  with  the  Spanish  government  before  the 
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date  of  ibis  treatji  tbeir  terms,  and  how  far  they  were  complied  with 
by  the  respective  parties  ;  and  this  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to 
decide  upon  their  vcdidity,  and,  if  valid,  to  what  extent  the  compen- 
sation for  their  violation  ought  to  be  carried.  Now,  if  we  attempt  to 
nee  tbie  document  as  evidence  upon  these  points,  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  discovering  that  there  is  great  danger  of  being  misled  by  it. 
Attend  to  its  contents :  some  of  the  items  possibly  grew  out  of  con- 
tracts, either  express  or  implied ;  others  undoubtedly  out  of  tort. 
That  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade  certainly  had  no  existence 
as  a  contract  until  the  time  of  this  award,  after  the  date  of  the  treaty. 
If  we  view  that  item  as  existing  in  the  light  of  a  contract,  there  is  an 
end  of  that  matter,  because  it  must  have  been  torty  until  merged  in 
the  award  or  judgment ;  and  then  the  judgment  being  the  only  evi- 
dence of  the  contract,  the  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it  are  one  and  the 
same  thing  ;  both  too  late  to  be  compensated  or  renounced  under  this 
treaty. 

Suppose  we  discard  the  idea,  as  we  must  do,  of  considering  this  item 
as  growing  out  of  a  contract,  and  say  it  was  a  tort.  The  questions 
immediatdy  present  themselves,  of  what  kind  and  by  whom  commit- 
ted ?  So  far  as  we  can  at  present  see,  the  answers  are,  an  imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government  it- 
self. Under  what  clause  of  the  treaty  should  we  include  this  item  ? 
Not  under  the  first  renunciation,  for  two  reasons  :  first,  if  it  was  an 
excess,  it  was  one  committed  b^  the  government,  not  by  an  individual ; 
and  no  excesses  are  there  provided  for  but  those  committed  by  sub- 
jects. Again :  if  it  was  an  excess  by  a  proper  character,  it  was  com- 
mitted after  1802,  and  therefore  not  included. 

Under  the  2d,  3d,  or  4th  renunciations,  it  is  certainly  not  included. 
K  under  any,  it  would  be  the  fifth  :  but  that  cannot  be ;  it  is  a  mere 
personal  wrong  ;  the  damages  would  be  arbitrary  ;  we  have  no  data 
from  which  to  estimate  them.  Again :  if  the  6th  would  include  torts, 
it  would  not  be  fair  to  include  those  committed  by  the  government 
itself.  The  first  four  renunciations  are  employed  upon  torts  by  indi- 
viduals or  inferior  ofiScers,  and,  by  implication,  to  include  the  gov- 
ernment, the  most  worthy,  would  be  against  the  rules  of  construction  ; 
this  wrong,  and  those  of  the  like  kind,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  did  not  intend  to  renounce,  nor  did  Spain  intend  they  should  be 
judged  of  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States.  In  estimating 
damages  for  them,  the  temper  with  which  the  act  was  done,  the 
motives,  the  character  of  the  wrong-doer,  are  all  justly  taken  into 
consideration.  No  sovereignty  could  intend  that  its  motives,  in  a 
mere  personal  wrong,  should  be  inquired  into,  and  redressed  by  others. 
If  they  were  conscious  of  wrong,  they  would  redress  it  themselves,  by 
making  such  compensation  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety  would 
dictate. 

If,  then,  we  take  this  document  as  evidence,  it  would  mislead  us ; 
first,  by  making  us  believe  that  this  item  grew  out  of  a  contract  be- 
fore the  treaty  ;  and  next,  by  making  us  include  a  tort,  which  neither 
party  intended  to  provide  for  by  the  treaty. 

When  we  recur  to  other  items,  we  shall  not  be  more  safe.  Con- 
tracts are  spoken  of.     With  whom  were  they  made?    What  were 
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their  terms  ?  In  what  were  they  to  be  paid,  and  when  ?  All  these 
points  are  material,  and  npon  them  this  document  is  nnfatisfactory. 
We  see  that,  upon  a  bill  of  exchange  which  was  dishonored,  interest 
is  allowed  up  to  the  time  of  settlement,  and  a  part  of  this  very  amount 
was  for  the  difference  of  exchange  included  in  the  bill.  The  bill  comes 
back,  and,  upon  its  nominal  amount,  interest  is  calculated  to  the  15th 
November,  1819. 

As  to  other  items,  it  is  as  little  satisfactory.  The  loan  is  to  be  re- 
turned and  interest  upon  it. 

This  sum  is  all  estimated  as  specie.  Have  they,  as  we  have  some- 
time had,  and  in  some  places  still  have,  different  kinds  of  currency  ? 
In  what  kind  were  these  dealings  ?  Specie,  or  a  depreciated  paper  ? 
If  depreciated,  how  much  ?  We  ought  to  have  information  upon  all 
these  points,  to  do  that  which  would  be  just ;  and,  upon  some  of  them, 
it  is  essential  we  should  have  information,  which  this  document  does 
not  give.  I  cannot  at  present  take  it  as  evidence  that  would  be  useful 
in  any  respect.  On  some  points  I  think  it  would  mislead  as  to 
the  whole  of  the  item ;  on  others,  as  to  a  part,  and,  I  fear,  to  a 
greater  extent  than  we  can  see.  I,  therefore,  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
received,  either  as  conclusive,  or  prima  facte  evidence. 

But  it  is  argued  that  we  ought  to  receive  it,  because  our  govern- 
ment had  an  agency  in  procuring  this  settlement,  and  were  apprised 
of  the  result  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  true,  our  minister  abroad  used  his  influence  in  favor  o\  Mr. 
Meade,  and  that  the  Executive  and  Senate  both  knew  of  the  settle- 
ment before  the  last  ratification.  As  to  the  first,  it  was  just  such  a 
case  as  would,  in  all  cases,  it  is  hoped^  be  practiced  by  our  minister  ; 
he  lends  his  aid  to  a  citizen  abroad,  to  bring  his  matters  to  such  an 
issue  as  he  wishes,  without  either  thinking  or  believing  that  his  own 
country  is  to  be  in  the  least  affected  thereby  ;  and,  as  to  the  last, 
they  seem  to  have  been  content  to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  doing 
anything  by  which  Mr.  Meade's  claim  would  be  made  either  better 
or  worse  than  the  terma  of  the  treaty,  as  it  originally  stood,  would 
make  it. 

I  cannot  see  that  anything  has  been  either  said  or  done  by  any  of 
those  officers,  by  which  this  claim  is  to  be  treated  different  from  what 
it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  this  award 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  finally  ratified.  Although  I  am  unwilling 
to  trust  this  evidence,  as  at  present  furnishing  any  evidence  of  the 
validity  oi'  these  contracts,  their  terms,  or  the  extent  of  compensatiou 
for  a  violation  of  them  ;  yet,  believing  as  I  do^  from  the  other  testi- 
mony, that  Mr.  Meade  has  a  well-founded  claim,  or  at  least  a  claim 
which  the  Spanish  government  considered  well  founded,  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  require  any  document  from  that  government,  which 
there  is  reason  to  think  they  possess,  which  will  elucidate  those  trans- 
actions ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  am  willing  to  eontinue  the  cause. 
If  we  can  procure  more  evidence,  it  is  well  ;  we  shall  have 
greater  certainty  in  our  ultimate  decision.  If  we  cannot  procure 
more  we  must  come  to  the  best  conclusion  in  our  power,  from  the 
proofs  as  they  now  exist,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claims  and  the  ex- 
tent of  allowance." 
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After  this  decision,  on  the  18th  April,  1823,  and  aboat  two  years  after 
the  oommission  organized,  the  board  was  asked  by  Mr.  Meade  to  take 
measares  to  procure  the  documents  to  sustain  the  claim  which  he 
alleged  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Spanish  government.  The 
board  immediately  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  requisi- 
tion lor  the  testimony ;  and,  forthwith,  directions  were  given  to  our 
minister,  Mr.  Nelson,  then  on  the  eve  of  departure  for  Spain.  But 
some  new  commotions  coming  on  in  Spain  about  the  time  of  Mr. 
Nelson's  reaching  that  country,  prevented  a  prompt  compliance  with 
the  requisition.  (See  Correspouvience,  4  State  Papers,  p.  731.)  The 
objection  made  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  adopted  by  Mr.  Anduaga,  in 
Philadelphia,  that  the  requisition  was  an  insult  to  Spain,  was  not 
made  to  Mr.  Nelson ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  says  in  his  letter  of 
July  31,  1824,  the  Spanish  government  seems  disposed  to  proceed 
with  the  calls  made  upon  them  for  papers,  and  ^'  the  Spanish  officers, 
apparently  in  good  faith,"  have  been  endeavoring  to  supply  them. 

But  the  commission  was  closed  by  law  on  the  1st  of  June,  1824, 
and  the  board  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  act  finally  on  the  claim  as  it 
stood  before  them ;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  29th  May,  the  last  day 
of  its  session,  pronounced  the  following  decision  : 

"  No.  1,070,  Richard  W.  Meade,  contracts. 

''  No.  1,783,  John  and  Robert  Gamble,  contracts. 

**  Upon  examination  of  these  memorials,  and  the  proofs  and  docu- 
ments filed  in  support  of  the  same,  and  considering  the  arguments  of 
of  counsel,  which  have  been  presented  by  the  claimants,  the  board 
are  of  opinion  that  the  claim  made  on  account  of  fiour  sold  by 
Wardrop  to  the  Spanish  government  upon  credit,  and  which  demand 
upon  the  Spanish  government  was  transferred  to  Haggerty,  as  agent 
of  John  and  Robert  Gamble,  by  said  Wardrop,  for  the  purpose  of 
satisfying  which  said  Gambles  and  Robert  Pollard  and  others  had 
claims  upon  him,  amounting,  after  all  payments  are  deducted,  to 
thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  be  allowed  as  valid ;  and 
the  board  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  produced  is  not 
sufficient  to  establish  the  validity  of  any  claim  upon  the  Spanish 
government  within  the  meaning  of  the  treaty,  upon  account  of  any 
other  matters  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  said  Meade  ;  and  there- 
fore the  said  claims  are  not  allowed." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  claim  of  John  and  Robert  Gamble, 
which  is  acted  on  in  connexion  with  Meade's  claim,  has  a  distinct 
number,  and  the  allowance  is  to  them  and  not  to  Meade,  although  it 
was  embraced  in  Meade's  memorial,  and  a  demand  of  $42,094  18 
made  on  account  of  it.  The  explanation  is,  that  after  the  filing  of 
Meade's  petition,  the  Gambles,  seeing  that  the  ground  taken  by  him 
would  result  in  the  loss  of  the  claim,  memorialized  the  board  to  sever 
their  claim  from  Meade's.  This  was  done,  and  their  claim  was  proved 
up  and  allowed  ;  not,  indeed,  to  the  extent  the  junta  had  allowed  it — 
as  a  debt  amounting  to  $42,094 — ^but  amounting  only  to  $31,000,  to 
which  sum  it  was  reduced  by  crediting  the  payments  made  by  the 
Spanish  government  to  Wardrop  &  Co. 

The  whole  amount  allowed  by  the  board  was  $5,445,345  15,  or 
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$454,545  15  more  than  the  treaty  provided  for ;  bo  that  only  about 
90  per  cent,  of  the  amount  allowed  was  paid. 

On  the  8th  January,  1825,  Meade  presented  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, in  which,  after  saying  that  the  action  of  the  board  had  verified 
his  predictions  contained  in  his  memorial  to  the  President — that  a 
provision  for  his  claim,  separate  and  distinct  from  those  contained  in 
the  treaty  and  the  act  to  carry  it  into  effect,  was  necessary — he  re- 
states his  claim  at  large  ;  varying  the  particulars,  however^  not  to  suit 
the  facts  elicited  by  the  investigation  it  had  undergone,  but  to  suit 
himself  to  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  temper  of  Congress.  Thus, 
instead  of  attributing  his  imprisonment,  as*  in  the  first  memorial,  to 
the  design  on  the  part  of  certain  intriguers  to  exterminate  a  creditor 
whose  just  demands  they  were  unable  to  provide  for,  he  endeavors  to 
fall  in  with  and  get  the  benefit  of  the  anix-Briiiah  feeling  which  pre- 
vailed in  1825  ;  and,  therefore,  attributes  his  sufferings  to  the  ^^Britiah 
faction^"  whom  he  had  deeply  offended,  '^  and  to  which  his  character 
as  an  American  citizen,  and  the  corresponding  principles  and  motives 
which  had  brought  him  into  contact  with  the  liberal  and  patriotic 
party  in  Spain,  were  causes  of  mutual  repulsion"  too  great  to  be 
overcome  by  their  concurrence  in  resisting  the  French.  And  he 
further  says  "  the  Spanish  government  would  never  have  ventured  to 
proceed  the  length  they  did  againt  him,  but  for  the  countenance  and 
imposing  influence  of  the  British  minister  and  his  party  at  court." 
In  connexion  with  his  denials  of  authoritv  in  the  United  States,  in 
virtue  of  his  filing  a  statement  of  his  demands  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment, soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  include  his  demands  in  the  treaty  stipulations,  he  says : 
**  when  the  treaty  arrived  in  Spain,  he  would  at  once  have  rejected 
every  idea  of  accepting  the  contiD  gent  indemnity  which  the  apparent 
terms  of  the  treaty  purported  to  hold  out  to  such  claimants  as  were 
embraced  in  it,  but  it  was  confidently  said  in  all  the  ministerial 
circles  at  Madrid,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Onis,  that  the  claim  of 
your  memorialist  had  been  mentioned  by  name  in  the  negotiation, 
and  was  the  subject  of  a  distinct  and  substantive  provision  understood 
between  them." 

He  renews  the  statement  that  the  cortes,  when  the  treaty  came  up 
in  October,  1820,  for  consideration  before  them,  were  much  exercised 
in  reference  to  this  claim,  and  immediately  instituted  the  most  anxious 
and  minute  inquiries  whether  this  debt  would  be  embraced  by  the 
treaty,  and  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United  States.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  the  minister  of  state  for  information,  and  his  official  re- 
port gave  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  of  the  debt  being  so  em- 
braced, assumed,  and  paid  in  the  event  of  the  ratification. 

Not  content  with  these  domestic  sources  of  information,  a  committee 
of  the  cortes  called  upon  Mr.  Forsyth  for  information,  and,  from  their 
conversation  with  him,  were  satisfied,  as  they  informed  the  cortes, 
that  the  United  States  recognized  the  debt  as  comprehended,  and  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  it,  and  intended  to  assume  it." 

The  report  of  the  minister  of  state,  and  that  of  the  committee 
referred  to,  are  not  presented  with  the  memorial ;  but  the  affidavits 
of  Dons  Juan  Rico,  oob6  Moreno  de  Guerra,  Job6  Becerra,  Francisco 
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Fernandez,  Gkisco  Juan  Palarea,  and  Estevan  Despret,  and  also  that 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  all  taken,  in  1824,  are  relied  on  to  explain  and  sub- 
stantiate these  statements. 

Mr.  Guerra  states  that  he  was  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
oortes  to  wait  on  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  that  Mr.  F.  gave  ''  the  clear  and 
distinct  assurance  that  the  debt  due  to  Richard  W .  Meade  would  cer- 
tainly be  paid  to  him  by  the  United  States,  if  the  treaty  be  ratified  by 
the  Spanish  goTernment." 

Mr.  Becerra  understood  that  the  debt  was  included  in  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Gasoo  understood  that  the  debt  was  included  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  those  of  other  American  citizens^  in  order  to  the  same  being 
equally  paid  and  satisfied  with  the  latter  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  Palarea  and  Despret  say  the  ratification  was  voted  on  by 
the  oortes,  with  ''the express  understanding  that  said  treaty,  amongst 
other  claims  of  subjects  of  the  United  States  against  the  Spanish 
nation,  likewise  included  that  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  against 
the  latter,  which,  although  no  specific  mention  was  made  thereof  in 
the  vote  of  ratification,  was  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  by  the  United 
States.'* 

The  following  is  Mr.  Forsyth's  deposition  : 

Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade,  of  Philadelphia,  has  sabmitted  to  my  ex- 
amination a  deposition  of  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra,  dated  at  Philadel- 
phia the  23d  of  April,  1824,  and  taken  before  Francis  Hopkinson, 
and  by  him  reduced  to  writing.    In  that  part  of  this  deposition  which 
relates  to  myself,  I  certify  that  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  conversa- 
tion with  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra  and  Thomas  Isteriz,  both  of  whom 
were  deputies  of  cortes,  in  1820,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Meade's  claim. 
No  persons  ever  presented  themselves  to  me,  as  a  committee  of  the 
Spanish  cortes,  during  my  residence  in  Madrid  as  the  minister  of  the 
United  States.     If  I  ever  had  any  conversation  with  those  deputies  on 
the  sabject  of  the  Florida  treaty,  I  was  entirely  unconscious  that  they 
spoke  with  me  by  the  authority  of  that  body,  or  that  any  importance 
was  attached  to  the  opinion  I  might  express.    It  is  proper  to  add  that 
I  should  have  stated,  on  such  application,  that  I  believed  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  was  provided  for  in  the  treaty  *of  cession.     My  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed freely  to  all  who  conversed  with  me,  and  may  have  been^  and 
no  doubt  was,  to  Joseph  Guerra,  in  the  presence  of  Isteriz.    The  only 
conversation  I  distinctly  recollect  was  held  with  Inertinez  de  la  Bosa, 
also  a  deputy  of  the  cortes  and  of  the  commission  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  treaty  of  1819.     Having  learned  by  accident  that  an  at- 
tempt was  about  to  be  made  to  make  a  distinction,  favorable  to  Meade, 
between  his  claim  and  the  claims  of  other  persons  embraced  in  the 
treaty,  I  expressed  my  conviction  to  Mr.  De  la  Bosa  that  the  claim 
was  just,  and  was  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
left  to  share  the  same  fate,  as  to  its  payment,  with  the  equally  just 
claims  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  States.     The  cortes  deliberate  1 
in  several  sessions  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  and  of  Meade's 
claim.     The  little  information  I  could  obtain  of  what  was  done  was 
communicated  to  your  government,  and  is  on  file  in  the  Department 
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of  State.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  did  not  consider  myself  at 
all  answerable  for  the  correctness  of  the  information  procared  and 
communicated. 

The  conversation  I  have  stated  with  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  was  not  con- 
sidered by  me  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  any  of  my  letters  writteq  at  Madrid  ;  nor  has  it 
ever  been  stated  in  writing  to  the  department  since  my  return  home. 

I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I  do  not  question  the  accu- 
racy of  Joseph  Morena  Guerra's  statement,  further  than  relates  to  my 
conversation  with  him  and  Isteriz  as  a  committee  from  the  cortes. 
The  cortes  may  hava  given  them  such  a  commission,  and  the  conver- 
sation may  have  been  held  in  consequence  thereof.  If  it  was,  I  have 
no  recollection  of  it;  did  not  know  that  they  were  conversing  with  me 
officially,  and  certainly  did  not  say  more  than  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim 
was  included  in  the  treaty  of  1819. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

QBORaETOWN,  December  10^  1824. 

District  of  Cclumbiay  County  of  Waahingtonj  to  wit : 

On  this  19th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  appeared  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  the 
Hon.  John  Forsyth,  who  acknowledged  the  annexed  statement  to  be 
in  his  handwriting,  and  at  the  same  time  made  oath  in  due  form  of 
law  that  the  facts  therein  stated  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Sworn  before  JOSEPH  FORREST. 

Connected  with  the  statement  in  this  memorial  relative  to  the  pur- 
port of  Meade's  application  to  the  cortes  for  ''the  immediate  payment' ' 
of  the  amount  awarded  by  the  junta,  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  to  the  cortes  by  Meade,  found  among  the 
papers  in  the  case.  It  is  not  proved  to  be  the  copy  of  a  paper  actually 
presented  to  the  cortes  ;  but  as  the  proposition  it  contains  corresponds 
with  that  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  it  is  proper  to  state  it  here.  It 
does  not  present  the  award  of  the  junta,  (this  Meade  brought  away 
with  him  to  the  United  States,)  and  makes  no  ''demand  for  imme- 
diate payment;"  but  "proposes  to  the  Spanish  congress  that  if  it 
should  adopt  the  resolution  of  ratifying  (he  treaty  of  cession  of  the 
territory  of  the  Floridas  to  the  American  republic,  it  would  keep  in 
mind  this  debt,  in  order  that,  as  being  comprised  in  the  stipulated  in- 
demnities, the  payment  of  this  sum  should  enter  as  a  condition,  with 
that  preference  which  justice,  the  privileged  nature  of  the  demand, 
and  its  merits  require;  for  which  purpose  it  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
all  pro  rata,  and  that  the  total  amount  should  be  paid,  with  interest 
from  the  date  of  the  liquidation,  agreeably  to  what  is  contained  in  the 
agreement  and  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  King  ;  that  is,  until  the 
payment  is  actually  made.  But  in  case  the  ratification  should  not 
take  place,  and  this  agreement  should  not  be  made,  it  is  then  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  congress  should  issue  a  corresponding  decree, 
in  order  that  the  government  may  pay  this  obligation  by  the  national 
treasury  in  such  manner,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  made 
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compatible  with  the  urgencies  of  the  present  day,  should  not,  at  all 
erents,  be  prolonged  beyond  a  fixed  and  short  period." 

He  states,  also,  in  this  memorial  that,  having  abandoned  the  hope 
of  payment  from  the  treaty,  he  had  applied  for  the  junta  to  obtain  pay- 
ment otherwise,  and  that  he  had  obtained  an  order  ''  directing  the 
amonnt  [of  their  award]  to  be  paid  out  of  the  royal  finance  depart- 
ment ;"  whereas,  the  report  of  the  junta,  of  30th  September,  1819, 
says:  ^^  The  junta  heard  Mr.  Meade  as  it  was  commanded,  and  he 
presented  an  exposition,  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  (marked  No.  1,) 
as  also  a  statement  of  his  reclamations,  (No.  2,) — ^he  expressing  ver- 
bally to  the  junta  that  his  desires  were  to  have  his  claims  settled,  in 
order  to  claim  the  anwunt  from  the  govemmefU  of  the  United  States^  in 
case  thai  the  treaty  pending  between  the  two  nations  should  be  ratified;  in 
the  contrary  oase^  lie  wovid  propose  to  His  Modesty  to  receive  the  amount 
in  landSf  or  in  some  other  way^  in  Amerioa^^being  persuaded^  as  he 
was  J  of  the  impossibUiiy  of  his  being  paid  here,  on  account  of  the  present 
stale  of  the  ^nances  of  the  nation,"    (p.  35,  MS.  report.) 

So,  also,  in  the  second  report  of  the  junta  of  the  date  of  the  16th 
November,  in  which,  to  excuse  themselves  for  making  such  large  al- 
lowances with  so  little  investigation,  they  say :  '*  Besides  the  honor 
of  terminating  this  business,  the  royal  finance  would  have  this  advan- 
tage— ^^that  the  creditor,  being  disposed  to  oompromise  the  matter, 
would  willingly  accept  the  half  of  what,  after  further  examination  and 
discussion,  he  could  not  but  claim  in  totum.  The  arrangement  for  the 
payment  remaining  pending^  in  which  the  creditor  likewise,  taking 
into  consideration  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  state,  reserves  to 
himself  the  right  of  making  propositions  ;  which  would  be  in  confor- 
mity to  his  generous  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Spain."     (lb.,  p.  89.) 

Again,  on  p.  63,  they  allow  the  Dickson  claim  to  Meade  as  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  royal  treasury,  because  in  this  way  it4s  to  discharged  of  a 
debt,  without  paying  the  money,  which  was  on  deposit  in  the  trea- 
sury, the  payment  to  be  received  (by  Meade)  in  the  manner  already  in- 
dicated." See  also  Meade's  memorial  to  the  King  pp.  6,  10,  where 
he  says  he  wants  no  money,  and  this  was  the  understanding  of  the 
Kin^ — see  his  order,  p.  103,  where  he  directs  the  document,  and  that 
the  junta  made  '^  shall  be  couched  in  general  terms,  without  making 
any  mention  of  the  particular  mode  of  payment ;"  accordingly  the 
document  was  so  framed,  and  it  is  thus  endorsed  : 

**  The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  this  liquidation : 

"JOSE  OANGA  ARGUILLES. 
**Palacb,  mhMay,  1820." 

On  the  2l8t,  Mr.  Arguilles  transmits  the  document  to  Mr.  Meade 
by  the  royal  order  "  for  your  security,  and  for  what  other  purpose  or 
object  that  may  be  conducive  to  your  interest." 

There  is  no  order  for  payment  out  of  the  Spanish  treasury. 

This  case  was  ably  discussed  by  Mr.  Clayton,  in  his  report  No.  66, 
Ist  sess.  19th  Couff.,  Senate  doc,  vol.  3,  but  with  yet  more  ability  aad 
research  by  Mr.  Wright,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the 
18th  January,  1836,  reported  in  Appendix  to  Globe  of  that  year,  p. 
109. 
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The  favorable  reports  of  Everett^  Archer,  and  otherp,  proceed  on 
the  ground  that  the  Spanish  government  should  have  fiirnished  the 
documentary  evidence  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  board  of  commie* 
sionersy  and  propose  to  refer  the  claim  to  a  similar  board  to  be  dia* 
posed  of  on  the  principles  adopted  by  that  board. 

The  questions  in  the  case. 

1.  The  first  is,  whether  the  deceased  had  any  valid  claim  against 
the  United  States,  over  which  the  board  of  commissioners,  under  the 
treaty  of  1819,  had  no  jurisdiction. 

2.  Whether  the  award  of  the  junta  here  produced,  which  the  com- 
missioners decided  on  the  29th  May,  1824,  '^  was  not  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish the  validity  of  any  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government  within 
the  meaning  of  the  treaty,"  is  admissible  testimony,  and  sufficient 
to  establish  a  demand  against  the  United  States,  not  provided  for  by 
the  treaty. 

I.  1.  How  the  daim  is  diHinguished  from  that  presented  to  the  hoard. 
We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  this  case,  that  Mr.  Meade,  on  the 
6th  January,  1822,  filed  a  memorial,  stating  a  claim,  to  i\ke  board  of 
commissioners,  in  which  he  made  all  the  proper  averments  as  to  the 
time  of  the  accrual  of  his  claim,  its  being  filed  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment, with  a  request  for  the  interposition  of  our  government,  &c.,  to 
bring  it  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty;  that  the  board  about  the 
18th  April,  1823,  held  that  he  had  a  claim  which  had  accrued,  and 
had  been  filed  in  the  department,  within  the  proper  time,  and  for 
which  the  interposition  of  the  government  had  been  asked,  and  which 
was  therefore  embraced  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  but  held  that 
the  award  of  the  junta,  which  was  then  before  them,  was  not  evidence 
of  this  claim^  because  they  declared  that  this  claim  was  an  unliquidated 
daim  J  respecting  which  no  evidence  was  furnished  from  which  the  hoard 
could  ascertain  the  amount^  or  even  the  account  on  which  it  accrued ; 
and  this  decision  was  adhered  to,  and  repeated  by  the  board  on  the 
29th  May,  1824^  after  the  reargument  of  the  case  by  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Ohevis,  made  expressly  to  prove  the  competency  of  the  award  as  proof 
of  a  claim  within  the  treaty,  when  it  again  declared  that  ^^  no  evidence 
sufficient  to  establish  the  validity  of  any  claim  upon  the  Spanish 
government  within  the  meaning  of  the  treaty  had  been  produced." 

That  was  an  efibrt  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  presented  was  within  its  provi- 
sions, and  that  the  adjustment  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the 
treaty  was  competent  evidence  of  the  extent  and  validity  of  the  claim 
which  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

But  the  claim  now  made  is  put  on  different  grounds.  Whilst  it  is 
contended  that  the  demand  against  the  United  States  originated  in  the 
treaty,  it  is  not  one  which  was  provided  for  by  it.  It  is  therefore  not 
the  Fame  presented  to  the  commissioners  who  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
it,  and  is  not  therefore  re^yuci^tca^a. 

To  maintain  this  claim,  it  is  alleged  that  Meade  was — at  the  time 
his  claim  accrued  against  Spain — domiciled  in  that  country,  which 
precluded  the  exercise  of  any  authority  by  the  United  States  over 
such  claim  in  virtue  of  the  treaty-making  power,  and  that  the  govern- 
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ment  lad  no  authority  to  relinqnish  his  claim  in  consequence  of  his  hav* 
ing  solicited  its  interposition.  Wherefore,  the  5th  renunciation  wa[s,  as 
to  his  claim  against  Spain,  null  and  void  in  law.  But,  as  it  had  in 
fact  affected  his  remedy  against  Spain,  in  supplying  her  with  a  pre* 
text  which  she  was  only  too  willing  to  avail  herself  of,  to  avoid  pay*- 
ing,  oar  government  had  been  guilty  of  a  tort  for  which  it  is  respon* 
sible  in  damages.  This  is  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Binney.  (See  E. 
R.  p.  23.)  If  the  facts  assumed  in  it  were  all  admitted,  the  conclusion 
would  be  untenable.  Mr.  Binney  says,  page  37,  ''  that  this  is  a 
question  not  readily  solved  by  the  application  of  ordinary  rules  of 
law.  They  are,  indeed,  wholly  inapplicable  to  it.  The  case  of  a 
release  by  an  unauthoriEed  stranger,  produces  no  difficulty  in  the  or- 
dinary affairs  of  men.  It  is  a  nullity.  It  impairs  neither  the  right 
nor  the  action  of  the  creditor;  and  it  is  not  a  bar  nor  a  pretext  for 
opposition  to  his  attainment  of  satisfiaction  from  the  debtor.  But  a 
national  release  to  a  public  debtor  of  a  debt  due  to  a  subject  of  the  re- 
leasing power,  presents  a  very  different  question. 

*'  A  public  debtor  is  at  no  time  subject  to  private  suit  and  execution. 
The  security  of  the  creditor  is  in  the  sense  of  national  faith.  But 
if,  in  the  accommodation  of  public  differences,  the  claim  of  a  private 
creditor  has  been  made  an  item  in  the  adjustment,  and  an  equivalent 
has  been  passed  by  the  debtor  to  the  nation  of  which  the  creditor  by 
his  birth  and  allegiance  was  a  member,  what  is  the  strength  of  that 
bond  by  which  the  original  debtor  was  held?  It  has  been  cancelled 
by  the  nation  to  which  the  creditor  belongs. 

^'  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  situation  in  which  Mr.  Meade  is 
placed  by  the  late  treaty  with  Spain,  whether  the  United  States  had 
or  had  cot  a  right  to  release  it,  they  have  in  fact  released  it.  They 
have  received  from  Spain,  in  the  transfer  of  the  Floridas,  a  considera* 
tion  for  the  release." 

The  attempt  here  made  by  this  distinguished  lawyer  to  except  this 
case  from  the  application  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  law  is,  it  seems  to 
me,  a  failure.  The  fact  that  a  State  cannot  be  sued,  does  not  at  all 
affect^  the  reasoning  which  fixes  the  obligations  of  the  State,  or  of 
those* dealing  with  it;  and  an  individual  or  State  could,  with  no 
greater  reason,  be  said  to  be  liable  to  a  third  person,  because  of  fur- 
nishing a  pretext  for  its  failure  to  pay,  than  on  account  of  having 
furnished  such  a  pretext  to  an  individual.  Nor  can  it  be  assumed  in 
judicial  reasoning  that  a  government,  although  exempt  from  suit, 
will  avail  itself  of  any  pretext  to  avoid  the  payment  of  a  just  debt, 
which  would  be  untenable  in  a  court  of  law. 

Bat  the  force  of  the  extract  does  not  consist  in  this,  the  only  reason 
given  for  excepting  the  case  from  ''the  ordinary  rules  of  law,''  but 
in  statements  which,  if  true,  would  render  the  government  liable  ac- 
cording to  well-settled  principles.  Thus,  it  is  stated  that  the  debt 
was  cancelled,  and  that  the  United  States  has  received  and  holds  the 
equivalent  paid  to  it  on  account  of  the  release.  If  this  was  true,  there 
would  be  no  reason  whatever  for  attempting  the  distinction  ;  and  the 
United  States  would,  in  such  a  case,  be,  ''  in  the  ordinary  rules  of 
lawj"  a  trustee,  and  be  bound  to  account  for  the  equivalent  on  the  de- 
mand of  the  creditor.     But  it  is  not  true.     The  facts  are,  that  our 
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citizens  made  large  claims  against  Spain,  which  that  goremment  had 
no  other  means  of  paying  save  the  vacant  lands  in  Florida.  The  do- 
minion of  that  province  was  desirahle  to  this  eovernfinent  hy  reason 
of  its  position,  and  an  exchange  was  effected  oy  the  treaty  of  our 
rights  in  Texas  for  the  Floridas ;  and  we  agree  to  distribute  what 
was  estimated  to  be  the  value  of  the  lands,  and  what  has  proved  to 
be  more  than  their  net  value,  among  those  of  our  citizens  who  should 
prove  up  their  claims  against  Spain  in  a  prescribed  mode.  After  the 
whole  fund  has  been  actually  distributed  among  those  who  proved 
their  claims  in  that  mode,  is  there  any  justice  in  calling  on  the  trustees 
to  make  further  disbursements  to  those  who  failed  to  make  the  re- 
quired proof?  It  seems  to  be  thought,  however,  that  the  political  do- 
minion of  this  province  may  be  treated  as  an  inexhaustible  fund  with 
which  to  pay  claims  against  Spain.  But  this  was  no  part  of  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  United  states  undertook  to  pay  the  claims,  as 
appears  by  Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  September,  1818,  to  Mr.  Meade. 
The  lands  only  were  actually  or  could  properly  be  looked  to  for  that 
purpose.  Nothing  else  was  acquired  which  promised  any  pecuniary 
advantage  to  the  United  States.  Having  distributed  more  than  their 
value  already,  in  accordance  with  the  express  trust  on  which  they 
were  received,  the  trust  must,  in  the  ordinary  rules  of  law  and  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  be  regarded  as  faithfully  discharged. 

2.  Considered  as  aUgcd  daim. — I  shall  not  contend  that  the  gor- 
ernment  should  have  rightfully  interfered  with  Meade's  claim;  but  I 
shall  contend  that,  whether  it  had  a  right  to  interpose  when  its  aid 
was  invoked  by  Meade  as  a  cititizen  entitled  to  its  protection,  or  had 
not  a  right  to  interfere,  the  proceedings  actually  taken  give  Meade  no 
ground  of  claim  or  complaint  against  this  government,  either  legal  or 
equitable. 

If  it  had  a  right  to  interfere  it  was  only  in  the  character  in  which 
it  was  called  upon  by  Meade,  as  his  government,  exercising  its  powers 
for  the  protection  of  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  not  as  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  others,  agents  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  show  the  eoctent  of  the  government's 
authority  when  it  interferes  in  ordinary  cases.  In  such  cases  Mr. 
Binney  admits  that  its  powers  are  plenary,  and  that  the  citizen  is 
concluded  by  its  action,  and  must  accept  the  measure  of  protection 
which  the  public  functionariea,  in  the  exercise  of  their  sound  discre- 
tion, think  it  proper  to  afford.  But  he  thinks  that  in  a  case  where 
the  government  had  no  right  to  interpose,  but  does  interpose  at  the 
call  of  the  citizen,  it  is  then  the  mere  agent  of  the  citizen,  and  must 
obey  his  will.  Such  a  relation  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
government,  which  represents  the  nation,  and  not  the  individual, 
even  when  dealing  with  the  concerns  of  individuals.  The  call  of 
Meade,  and  the  acquiescence  of  Spain,  might  be  insufficient  to  give 
jurisdiction,  and  Mr.  Adams  and  others  may  have  acted  in  the  matter 
ex/ra-officially,  and,  as  Mr.  Binney  insists,  merely  as  the  British 
minister  might  have  acted  ;  but,  if  so,  no  greater  legal  respouBibility 
could  attach  to  our  government  than  to  the  British  government.  The 
attempt  is  to  hold  the  government  responsible^  not  for  what  it  did  as 
a  government — for  by  denying  it  jurisdiction  this  is  precluded — ^but 
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for  the  action  of  certain  individuals  holding  office  under  the  govern- 
meiit ;  and  the  ground  of  the  claim  is^  that  these  individuals,  mis- 
taking the  source  of  their  power,  and  assuming  the  act  in  the  premises 
as  officers  clothed  with  the  power  belonging  to  their  stations  in  ordi- 
nary cases,  failed  to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  claimant^  whose  agents 
they  were  in  fact,  and  from  whom  alone  they  derived  any  authority 
over  the  subject. 

3.  Considered  as  an  equitable  claim, — ^Under  this  head  I  shall  show 
that  if  the  government  was  responsible  for  the  errors  or  mistakes  of 
Messrs.  Adams  and  others  acting  eo^ra-officially,  there  is  no  merit  in 
this  claim  ;  because  the  authority  given  by  Meade  was  not  exceeded  in 
agreeing  to  relinquish  his  claim  against  Spain  upon  the  terms  of  the 
trea^. 

It  is  not  denied  that  Meade  gave  some  authority  over  the  subject, 
but  that  he  aathorized  the  relinquishment  of  the  claim,  except  for  fidl 
aatia/aciion;  and  it  is  said  by  Mr.  Binney,  (E.  B.  p.  33,)  that  Meade's 
letters  nowhere  show  ''  an  expectation  of  release  or  compromise,  much 
less  any  authority  for  it."  And  Mr.  Bradley,  p.  11  of  his  brief,  in- 
sists not  only  on  this,  but  says  that  he  objected  to  the  release  with 
impressive  solemnity  after  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  was  before  the 
Senate  for  ratification. 

To  determine  the  eaetmU  of  the  authority  intended  to  be  given  by 
Meade,  we  must  consider  his  acts,  language,  and  the  relations  assumed 
to  exist  by  him  between  himself  and  those  to  whom  authority  was 
^v€n.  I  have  admitted  that  the  government  could  not  legally  inter- 
pose without  being  called  on  by  Meade,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
it  could  do  so  with  strict  legality  on  such  call,  and  with  the  assent  of 
Spain,  but  Meade  in  making  the  call  assumed  that  the  government 
could  lawfully  interpose.  In  considering  this  part  of  the  case,  it  is  im- 
material whether  he  was  right  or  not;  for  we  are  now  considering  not 
what  the  governmant  was  competent  to  do,  but  what  Meade  thought 
it  competent  to  do,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  he  intended. 

In  determining  the  extent  of  the  authority  which  Meade  intended  to 
confer  when  heinvoked  the  intervention  of  the  government  in  his  affairs, 
it  is  not  material  to  consider  whether  the  government  could  interfere 
with  strictly  legal  right  even  on  his  call,  and  with  the  acquiescence  of 
the  Spanish  government.  The  appeal  is  of  itself  conclusive  evidence 
that  he  thought  the  government  could  properly  interpose,  and  that  his 
relations  to  it  as  a  citizen  entitled  him  to  claim  the  exercise  of  its  powers 
for  the  protection  and  his  rights.  To  whatever  agency  a  man  has  re- 
oonrse^  he  is  presumed  to  know  the  usages  and  laws  which  regulate  it;, 
and  ipso/ado  grants  the  power  over  his  business  customarily  exerted 
by  such  agents.     (Story  on  Agency,  §  77.) 

When  on  this  principle  the  aid  of  the  government  was  invoked  by 
Meade  on  the  ground  of  his  citizenship,  it  is  not  necessary  to  showexr 
press  authority  to  compromise  and  release  his  claim  against  Spain  on 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  ;  it  is  enough  that  it  was  customary  with  gov- 
ernments to  deal  in  this  wise  with  the  claims  of  their  citizens  or  subjects. 
Mr.  Adams  asserts  that  this  is  the  usage  of  all  governments,  and  the 
volume  ot  our  treaties  with  foreign  governments  certainly  shows  that 
it  is  the  usage  of  this  government. 
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And  Meade's  correspondence,  so  far  from  attempting  to  impose  any 
limits  in  this  case  upon  the  discretion  which  it  is  customary  for  gov* 
ernments  to  exercise  in  relation  to  extent  of  the  satisfaction  to  be  ob- 
tained from  foreign  governments,  affords  abundant  a£Srmative  evidence, 
both  that  he  knew  the  usage  on  this  point,  and  expected  it  to  be  ap- 
plied in  his  case.  We  have  seen  in  the  history  of  this  case  that  Meade 
was  well  advised,  when  he  appealed  to  the  government,  as  to  the  terms 
of  the  pending  of  the  treaty,  and  that  it  was  hastening  to  a  conclusion, 
and  that  his  object  in  asking  the  intervention  of  the  government  was 
to  get  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Meade  wrote  to  Mr. 
Adams,  in  forwarding  the  statement  of  17th  January,  1819,  that  Meade, 
'^  thinking  it  important  (because  he  had  learned  that  peremptory  or- 
ders had  been  sent  to  conclude  the  treaty  on  our  own  terms)  that  some 
statement  should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made 
out  the  enclosed  ;  trusting  that  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  between  our  country  and  Spain,  that  this  document  would 
serve  as  a  guide  for  the  protection  which  his  government  may  think 
proper  to  grant  him." 

Mr.  Meade  had  also  written,  on  6th  June,  1818,  desiring  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  government  to  a  grant  of  land  to  him  in  Florida  by  Spain, 
which  would  be  surrendered  on  paying  the  amount  of  his  demand,  and 
thus  in  effect  proposing  that  his  claim  should  be  a  preferred  claim 
under  the  pending  treaty,  and  saying,  in  case  his  request  was  refused, 
he  would  quit  Spain,  and  '*  place  a  full  reliance  on  my  own  government 
for  supporting  my  just  demands^  whenever  an  arrangement  shall  take 
place  between  the  two  countries,  being  confident  that  whenever  such 
an  event  does  take  place,  provision  will  be  made  for  the  claims  of  our 
citizens."  And  Mr.  Adams  had  replied,  declining  to  sanction  the  pro- 
posed grant  to  him,  because  ^'  tne  property  in  the  vacant  lands  in 
Florida"  was  the  means  looked  to  to  provide  for  all  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  against  Spain,  but  telling  him  that  his  claim  would  be  cared 
for  with  the  rest.  Thus  refusing  to  prefer  his  claim,  but  expressing 
a  willingness  to  put  him  on  a  footing  with  other  claimants. 

He  had,  therefore,  been  informed  that  the  vacant  lands  in  Florida 
were  alone  looked  to  as  a  means  of  satisfying  the  claims  against  Spain 
to  be  included  in  the  treaty  ;  a  proposition  intended  to  secure  him  a 
preference  over  other  claimants  had  been  rejected,  and  he  had  been 
told  that  his  claims  could  come  in  only  with  those  of  other  citizens  ; 
and  yet,  acting  under  the  advice  of  the  most  distinguished  counsel, 
he  had  hastened  to  lurnish  a  statement  of  his  claims  for  the  express 
purpose  of  having  them  included  and  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  and 
^'  as  a  guide  for  the  protection  which  his  governmont  may  think  proper 
to  grant  him." 

It  seems  to  me  that  his  signature  to  the  treaty  would  not  prove  more 
clearly  than  these  facts,  that  he  sanctioned  its  provisions. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  if  he  had  agreed  that  his  claims  should  be 
included  in  the  treaty  prior  to  the  signature  of  it,  he  nevertheless 
protested  against  its  ratification  by  the  United  States ;  and  that  he 
might  properly  do  this,  because,  after  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams'e 
letter  of  September,  1818,  he  had  directed  his  attention  to  other  means 
of  procuring  a  settlement  and  payment,  and  had  actually  procured 
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tlie  settlement ;  and  also  because,  after  the  expiration  of  the  six 
months  within  which  the  treaty  was  to  be  ratified,  as  stipulated  in  the 
1 6th  article,  he  regarded  it  as  inoperative. 

If  the  reason  given  by  Meade  would  authorize  him  to  break  the 
contract  by  which  he  had  procured  provision  to  be  made  for  his  claims 
against  Spain  in  the  treaty  of  1819,  his  justification  would  neverthe- 
less fail  J  because  the  facts  relied  on  are  not  proved.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  he  regarded  the  treaty  as  inoperative  after  22d  August, 
1819,  or  that,  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  he 
attempted  to  get  payment  directly  from  the  Spanish  government. 
The  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  2l8t  August  probably  did  not 
express  either  his  own  or  Mr.  Meade's  sentiments,  as  it  certainly  did 
not  express  the  sentiments  of  the  administration  and  Congress,  who 
maintained  that  the  ratification  was  merely  a  formality  where  the  ne- 
gotiator had  not  exceeded  his  powers,  and  were  preparing  to  take 
possession  of  the  Floridas  when  the  revolution  in  Spain  brought  with 
it  the  assurance  of  a  speedy  ratification  of,  and  compliance  with,  the 
treaty  in  the  delivery  of  the  possession  of  those  provinces.  And  Mr. 
Forsyth's  after  conduct,  in  continually  pressing  for  the  ratifications, 
shows  that  his  letter  of  21st  August  was  merely  a  menace. 

As  to  Meade,  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  knew  of  the  letter,  and 
the  date  and  terms  of  his  petition  to  the  King,  asking  the  appointment 
of  a  junta  to  liquidate  his  claims,  as  well  as  his  own  act  before  the 
junta,  and  those  of  the  junta  itself,  demonstrate  that  this  proceeding 
was  not  resorted  to  or  carried  through  either  because  he  thought  the 
treaty  would  not  be  concluded  or  ratified,  but  was,  from  the  first,  in- 
tended and  contrived  to  get  up  the  form  of  a  settled  and  liquidated 
demand  allowed  by  the  Spanish  officers,  to  be  presented  for  payment 
to  the  United  States.  The  first  petition  of  Meade  for  a  junta  to  liqui- 
date his  accounts  is  dated  on  the  7th  January,  1819,  about  the  time 
the  statement  of  his  claims  was  received  in  Washington,  which  had 
been  sent  by  him,  in  hastey  in  order  to  be  included  in  the  treaty,  which, 
as  the  event  proved,  he  had  been  correctly  informed,  was  to  be  con- 
cluded at  once.  On  page  6  of  MS.  Report,  he  says  there  ought  to 
be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  government  (of  Spain)  to  having  a 
claim  ascertained  and  settled,  ''the  payment  of  which  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  government  to  fix  on  such  advatageous  terms  that  it  will 
scarcely  have  that  name."  Again,  in  his  second  petition,  o  npage 
10,  he  says  :  ''  Besides,  the  petitioner  has  not  demanded  an  immedi- 
ate payment  of  what  may  be  the  balance  in  his  favor  ;  nay,  he  has 
even  indicated  that  he  will  prepare  such  means  of  extinguishing  the 
debt,  that,  if  adopted,  the  royal  finance  will  be  able  to  do  it  without 
any  immediate  disbursement  or  inconvenience." 

The  report  of  the  junta,  ib.  page  35,  dated  30th  September,  1819, 
gives  the  explanation  of  how  the  payment  is  to  be  made  so  easily  as 
not  to  deserve  the  name,  and  how  the  debt  is  to  be  extinguished  with- 
out inconvenience  to  the  royal  exchequer.  It  there  appears  that  he 
told  the  junta  verbally  that  he  desired  the  settlement  in  order  to  claim 
the  amount  of  the  United  States  in  case  the  pending  treaty  should  be 
ratified.  So  in  the  report  of  30th  November,  1819, page  89,  they  speak  of 
''the  arrangements  tor  the  paymentremainingpendtn^,"  and  the  King, 
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on  the  same  understanding,  in  giving  his  approval  to  the  liquidation 
on  9th  May,  and  directing  the  commissioners  as  to  the  manner  of  ma- 
king out  their  award,  tells  them  to  couch  the  document  ^^in  general 
terms,  without makingany  mention  of  the  particular  modeof  payment." 
It  is  true  that  Meade  afterwards  asked  the  cortes  to  ^'keep  in  mind 
this  debt,  in  order  that,  as  being  comprised  in  the  stipulated  indemnUieSj 
the  payment  of  this  sum  should  enter  as  a  condition  with  that  prefer- 
ence which  justice  and  the  privileged  nature  of  the  demand  and  its 
merits  require." 

Meade  had  in  his  letter  of  6th  July,  1818,  to  Mr.  Adams,  preferred 
to  him  substantially  the  same  request  whilst  the  treaty  was  being  ne- 
gotiated, and  was  promptly  refused.  Mr.  Forsyth,  when  he  heard^ 
whilst  the  treaty  was  before  the  cortes,  that  ''an  attempt  was  about  to 
be  made  to  make  a  distinction  favorable  to  Meade,"  opposed  it  deci- 
sively, and  the  cortes  refused  to  make  the  distinction  in  his  favor,  and 
recommended  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  as  it  came  from  the  nego« 
tiators.  Meade,  in  his  memorial  to  the  President,  gives  a  wholly 
different  version  of  his  own  proceedings,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the 
cortes.  He  says  nothing  there  of  his  effort  to  get  a  condition  at- 
tached to  the  treaty  which  should  operate  to  prefer  the  payment  of 
his  claim  out  of  the  treaty  fund.  He  represents  his  application  to 
the  cortes  as  one  for  the  immediate  payment  of  his  debt,  or  to  desig- 
nate the  mode  of  payment.  That  it  was  the  cortes,  not  he,  that  con- 
nected the  consideration  of  the  cl&im  with  that  of  the  treaty,  and  they 
it  was  who  undertook  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  preferred,  and  desired 
its  immediate  payment  if  it  was  not,  &c.  He  does  not  use  the  word 
'^  prefisrred "  in  his  allegation  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the 
cortes  in  the  memorial  to  the  President,  but  speaks  of  his  claim  as 
being  assumed  by  the  United  States  by  the  treaty,  &c.  His  meaning 
is,  however,  that  the  cortes,  on  his  demand  for  immediate  payment 
of  the  debt,  satisfied  themselves  that  the  United  States  had  as- 
sumed to  pay  it  in  full,  and  would  not  have  adopted  the  treaty  other- 
wise. If  he  does  not  mean  this,  his  statements  amount  to  no  more 
than  was  conceded  by  everybody,  viz :  that  his  claim  was  embraced 
in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  The  depositions  of  Mr.  Forsyth  and 
of  certain  deputies  in  the  cortes,  which  are  brought  to  sustain  the^e 
al  legations,  prove  directly  the  reverse.  For  Mr.  Forsyth,  Becerra^ 
and  others,  state  expressly  that  the  treaty  was  understood,  as  we  now 
see  Meade  himself  had  represented  it  in  his  memorial,  and  was  in- 
tended to  put  him  on  the  level  with  other  claimants,  and  not  one  of 
the  witnesses  pretends  that  anybody  intended  to  give  him  the  prefer- 
ence he  asked. 

The  question  before  the  cortes  was  not  as  to  the  extent  of  the  pro- 
vision made  for  Meade  by  the  treaty,  but  whether  the  tfeaty  should 
be  amended  so  as  to  prefer  his  claim.  His  memorial  to  the  cortes 
and  Mr.  Forsyth's  statement  agree  in  this.  Whereas  he  represents, 
in  his  memorial  to  the  President,  that  the  cortes,  minister  of  state, 
&c.,  understood  that  the  treaty  as  it  was,  and  without  such  amend- 
ment, gave  him  this  preference,  and  he  asked  that  our  Congress  might 
coincide  with  them,  and  adopt  measures  to  carry  this  construction  in- 
to effect. 
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There  is  a  demand  in  the  alternatiye,  in  the  memorial  to  the  cortes, 
npon  the  Spanish  treasury.  Bat  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  was 
then,  or  at  any  time,  seriously  pressed ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  it 
would  have  been,  whatever  had  oeen  the  condition  of  the  royal  ex- 
chequer, because  it  could  have  resulted  in  nothing  but  the  exposure 
of  the  intrigue  by  which  the  allowance  and  liquidation,  as  it  is  called, 
had  been  obtained.  The  report  itself  of  the  junta,  by  whose  con- 
sideration he  appeared  as  a  creditor,  showing  that  although  they  had 
been  so  liberal  with  him,  chiefly  because  of  his  political  sympathies, 
it  was  expressly  understood  that  he  looked  to  the  United  States  for 
payment  in  case  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  in  no  event  to 
the  public  treasury. 

It  is  instructive,  in  the  character  of  this  case,  to  observe  the  ground 
taken  in  the  memorial  to  the  cortes  for  the  preference  asked,  and 
that  on  which  the  memorialist  put  that  pretension  in  his  address  to 
the  President  when  the  treaty  was  returned  to  the  United  States. 
He  asks  it  of  the  cortes  because  of  '^  the  justice,  the  privileged  nature, 
and  the  merits  of  the  demand,"  and  says  not  a  syllable  about  De 
Onis's  verbal  con/erencea  with  Mr.  Adams,  the  proposed  mention  of 
his  name,  or  any  specific  stipulations  in  the  treaty,  or  of  any  under- 
standing that  his  claim  was  specifically  assumed,  &c.,  &c.,  all  of  which 
ooald  have  been  proved  on  toe  ground  by  De  Onis,  who  was  at  hand, 
if  true.  But  his  memorial  to  the  cortes  shows  that  he  knew  then,  as 
well  as  afterwards^  that  the  treaty  as  it  stood  put  him  in  the  ''  hetero- 
geneous mass,"  or  on  ^'  the  same  level,"  with  other  claimants;  and  he 
professes  to  have  learned  in  the  ^*  ministerial  circles"  of  Madrid  that 
this  was  not  intended  by  the  negotiators.  How  can  it  be  accounted 
for  that  this  just  and  proper  ground,  if  true,  for  correcting  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty,  which  is  the  ground  chiefly  insisted  on  in  the 
memorial  to  the  President,  was  wholly  omitted  from  the  memorial  to 
the  cortes,  and  the  preference  claimed  there  wholly  on  the  nature  and 
merits  of  the  demand,  and  not  a  word  said  of  the  official  letters  of 
Mr.  De  Onis,  about  which  he  says  so  much  to  the  President. 

II.  On  the  question  of  the  admissibility  of  the  award  as  evidence  of 
any  demand  against  the  United  States,  whether  under  the  treaty  or 
otherwise,  little  need  be  said.  The  same  objection  exists  to  its  admis- 
sibility to  prove  a  demand  created  by  the  treaty,  but  not  provided  for 
by  it,  which  is  this  claim,  as  to  its  admissibility  before  the  board  when 
it  was  oflered  to  prove  a  demand  alleged  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
treaty,  because  the  renunciation  complained  of  here  applies  only  to 
claims  existing  prior  to  22d  February,  1819  ;  and,  therefore,  the  rea- 
soning and  decision  of  the  board  on  the  question  of  evidence  applies 
precisely  to  this  point,  even  if  the  claim,  as  now  presented,  was  not 
within  their  jurisdiction. 

The  ground  upon  which  it  isclaimed  that  theUnited  States  is  estopped 
from  questioning  the  admissibility  of  the  proceedings  of  the  junta  in 
evidence  is,  that  these  proceedings  were  had  at  the  intercession  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  it  is  intended  by  this  allegation,  I  presume,  to 
bring  the  United  States  within  the  principle  applicable  to  a  party  to 
legal  proceedings  ;  nothing  short  of  that  would  authorize  the  reading 
of  the  proceedings  in  evidence.     If  this  be  the  meaning  of  the  alio- 
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gallon,  it  gives  the  United  States  a  different  relation  to  the  snhjeet,  for 
the  purpose  of  maintainiag  the  admissibility  of  this  evidence,  than  is 
allowed  in  considering  the  other  branch  of  the  subject,  when  it  was 
maintained  that,  by  calling  on  the  UDited  States  to  interfere,  nothing 
further  was  intended  than  to  get  the  good  offices  of  the  minister,  &c.  ; 
and  no  authority  at  all  was  given  more  than  the  British  minister 
would  have  had^  had  the  application  been  made  to  him.  But  now, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  evidence  of  the  award,  it  is  insisted  that 
the  government  was  a  party  ;  and,  consequently,  that  the  minister 
acted  for  the  government,  and  not  for  Meade.  I  might  insist,  per- 
haps, that  the  claimant  should  be  consistent,  and  not  seek  to  apply 
different  views  of  the  relations  of  the  government  to  different  parts  of 
the  case  ;  but  I  do  not.     Either  view,  pursued,  is  equally  fatal. 

If  it  is  admitted,  as  contended  in  this  part  of  the  case,  that  the  junta 
could  have  been  what  they  assumed  to  be  on  p.  62  of  their  report,  a 
commission  to  decide  '^  various  points  in  dispute  between  the  two 
government  as  referees,"  and  the  United  States  could  have  been  the 
real  parties  to  this  proceeding,  as  this  language  implies,  there  is  an 
end  of  the  question  as  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  over  the 
subject,  and  it  only  remains  to  inquire  what  the  government  did,  and 
to  declare  the  legal  effect  of  its  doings,  after  considering  all  the 
evidence.  The  evidence  is,  that  on  the  2Tth  of  July,  1818,  Mr. 
Erving  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pizzarro,  Spanish  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  transmitting  Meade's  memorial  praying  compensation  for  the 
sufferings  and  losses  occasioned  by  his  imprisonment,  and  Mr.  Erving 
expressed  the  hope  that  this  would  be  done.  This  memorial  did  not 
ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  junta.  On  the  18th  January,  1819, 
Mr.  Erving  transmitted  another  memorial,  asking  that  a  junta  might 
be  appointed  by  the  King  to  liquidate  his  several  demands  on  account 
of  supplies,  as  well  as  to  consider  of  the  compensation  asked  for  in 
the  memorial  of  July  preceding.  It  was  in  this  last  memorial  that 
Meade  says  that  there  ought  to  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
for  the  reason  that  he  looks  to  the  United  States  as  paymaster.  The 
second  memorial  for  a  junta,  dated  the  9th  of  March,  1819,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  transmitted  by  Mr.  Erving.  The  junta  was 
appointed  on  the  Tth  May.  Mr.  Meade  lays  his  papers  before  it  on 
the  1st  of  September^  in  reply  to  a  request  dated  31st  August.  Mr. 
Meade  also  appeared  before  them  in  person.  The  royal  order  giving 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  the  commission  is  sent  to  him  ;  and  it 
is  only  after  the  award  was  rendered  that  the  American  minister  has 
any  communication  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  addressed  to 
him.  Then  De  Castro,  the  Spanish  minister,  informed  Mr.  Forsyth, 
of  the  result,  adding  that  as  the  government  had  taken  part  in  the 
/orlune  of  Mr.  Meade,  (not  in  the  proceedings  of  the  junta,)  he  wished 
the  result  to  be  communicated  to  the  President,  inasmuch  as  respect 
for  him  had  much  to  do  with  it,  and  hopes  that  Spanish  subjects  may 
find  equal  consideration  in  the  United  States.  And  Mr.  Forsyth 
replies  that  he  will  take  pleasure  in  communicating  to  the  President 
any  mark  of  good  will  from  his  Catholic  Majesty.  Meade  imme- 
diately departs  himself  for  the  United  States,  taking  with  him  his 
^'  security,"  the  award  attested  by  the  great  seal  of  State,  a  formality^ 
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he  saysy  of  unusaal  solemnity,  and  exhibits  it  to  Mr.  Adams  by 
letter  of  17th  Aagust,  1820,  from  Philadelphia,  to  show  that  the 
United  States  have  not  interfered  in  behalf  of  an  unworthy  person, 
and  Mr.  Adams  replies  cirilly  that  he  is  pleased  to  have  had  it  in  his 
power  to  serve  him. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Erving  merely  seconded  Meade  in  his 
individaal  efforts  to  get  the  junta,  and  then  his  connexion  with  the 
sabject  ends.  The  royal  order  appointing  the  junta  is  communicated 
to  Meade  himself.  The  junta  apply  to  Meade  for  evidence,  and  call 
him  before  them  in  person.  He  goes  before  them,  and  having  said  in 
his  memorial  that  he  had  propositions  to  make,  he  informs  them  that 
be  asks  nothing  of  the  Spanish  treasury,  and  that  he  only  desired  the 
settlement  with  a  view  to  presenting  the  liquidated  account  against 
the  United  States  under  the  pending  treaty  in  case  it  was  ratified. 
The  commission  report  all  this ;  make  an  allowance,  which  is  ap- 
proved by  the  King,  which  they  communicate  to  Meade,  and  which 
also  the  Spanish  minister  of  finance  communicates  to  him. 

In  all  the  material  parts  of  this  transaction  Mr  Erving  has  no  part. 
He  may  have  known  of  them  from  Meade  in  consequence  of  his  in- 
timate and  friendly  relations  with  him.  But  in  the  papers  we  cannot 
impute  to  him  even  a  knowledge  of  the  arrangement  made  by  Meade 
with  the  junta,  upon  which  the  whole  affair  depended,  because,  al- 
though the  proposition  is  broached  in  the  memorial  to  the  King,  it 
is  in  ambiguous  phrase,  and  was  left  purposely  for  verbal  explanation. 

Erving  does  not  act,  or  profess  to  act,  in  seconding  Meade  by  the 
instructions  or  authority  of  his  government,  and  the  government  of 
Spain,  and  all  concerned,  knew  that  he  had  no  authority  on  th  sub- 
ject of  the  liquidation  of  Meade's  claim  in  any  aspect  of  it.  If  it  was 
to  be  presented  under  the  treaty,  the  8th  article  provided  a  tribunal 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  validity  and  amount  of  all  claims ; 
and  this  the  government  had  full  power  to  do,  on  the  view  taken  to 
make  the  award  evidence.  If  it  was  a  claim  against  Spain  not  within 
the  treaty,  no  participation  of  the  United  States  in  the  proceedings  of 
Spanish  officials  was  requisite  to  give  authority  to  them  against  that 
government. 

If,  therefore,  the  United  States  represented  the  claim  with  Spain, 
(which  must  be  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  reasoning  to  make  the 
proceedings  of  the  junta  evidence  against  the  United  States,)  and  Mr. 
Erving  had  actually  assumed  to  commit  his  government  to  any  such 
procedure,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Executive,  it  could  have  given  it  no 
effect,  because  the  constitution  and  laws  have  not  vested  any  general  au- 
thority in  the  Executive  to  establish,  or  consent  to  the  establishment, 
of  boards  or  juntas  to  liquidate  claims  against  the  United  States; 
and  such  an  assumption  of  authority  by  the  Executive  would  be  re- 
garded as  especially  flagrant  when,  as  in  this  case,  another  tribunal 
had  been  prescribed  for  the  liquidation  of  the  claim. 

Weight  and  effect  of  the  testimony. 

But  if  we  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  weight  and  effect  to  be 
given  the  evidence,  we  shall  find,  when  analyzed  and  viewed  by  the 
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light  of  surrounding  circumstances,  that  it  not  only  fails  to  satisfy 
the  mind  tliat  Meade  had  a  valid  claim  against  Spain  for  the  amount 
of  the  award,  but  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is  against  his  having 
any  valid  daim  against  Spain  for  any  amount.  The  award  has  been 
entirely  discredited  by  the  examination  I  have  incidentally  given  it 
in  considering  the  first  question.  The  allowance  on  aocount  of  the 
imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  McDermott  is  enough  of  itself  to  dis- 
credit the  proceedings  of  the  junta.  $76,000  for  two  years  imprison- 
ment is  certainly  exemplary  damages.  And  if  it  appeared  that  the 
imprisonment  had  been  maliciously  procured,  the  verdict  could  only 
be  justified  by  aggravating  circumstances. 

But  no  such  circumstances  existed.  The  manuscript  letters  from 
Mr.  Erving,  amonff  the  papers  in  the  case,  to  Meade,  afford  a  strong 
presumption  that  uie  imprisonment  was  merely  nominal.  It  was  cer- 
tainly not  such  as  to  prevent  Meade  from  attending  to  his  ordinary 
business.  Still,  if  the  verdict  was  against  McDermott,  who,  as  the 
representative  of  Glass's  creditors,  had  procured  the  imprisonment  to 
be  enforced,  although  in  the  regular  course  of  judicial  proceedings, 
there  would  have  been  a  pretext  for  it.  But,  as  against  the  govern- 
ment, whose  judicial  officers  had  adjudged  the  imprisonment,  the  al- 
lowance is  unprecedented,  and  a  claim  for  any  amount  on  such  ac- 
count could  only  be  regarded  as  frivolous.  But  the  junta,  not  con- 
sidering themselves  (p.  34)  '^judges  to  decide  in  law,"  and  thinking 
'^  that  it  ought  to  lay  aside  everything  relative  to  the  suit  carried  on 
in  the  council  of  war,"  (p.  59,)  and  confine  itself  to  ''  the  documents 
from  the  department  of  finance  and  royal  orders  "  by  which  the  im- 
prisonment was  declared  to  be  illegal ;  and,  thinking  ^'  the  piety  and 
justice  of  his  Majesty  interested"  in  repairing  the  injury  thereby 
caused,  say  that  Meade  was  entitled  to  $75,000,  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  character  which  this  proceeding  takes  under  the 
arrangement  made  with  Meade,  by  which  the  United  States  were  to 
pay,  is  best  illustrated  in  the  allowance  of  the  Dickson  claim.  This 
was  a  sum  of  money  deposited  by  Meade  in  the  Royal  finance  to  abide 
event  of  a  suit  between  Dickson  (whose  agent  Meade  was)  and  ono 
Declovet,  which  was  undetermined.  The  junta  thought  Dickson 
likely  to  recover  ;  but  this  is  not  the  controlling  reason  for  allowing 
the  item  to  Meade.  That  is,  that  ^'  by  crediting  Meade  with  this 
amount,  1,503,190  reals,  the  Boyal  finance  is  discharged  at  once  of 
this  payment,  forming  a  body  with  the  whole  of  the  claims  to  he  re-- 
ceived  in  the  manner  indicated^'*  (pp.  52,  53.)  The  manner  indicated 
on  page  35,  was  that  the  United  States  were  to  pay.  So  they  actually 
allowed  the  amount  to  Meade  to  relieve  the  public  treasury  of  a  liqui- 
dated amount  by  transferring  it  to  the  account  against  the  United 
States,  and  thereby  paying  it.  Mr.  Meade  might  well  say,  in  his  me- 
morial to  the  King,  that  under  the  proposition  he  would  make,  there 
would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government  to  the 
appointment  of  the  junta. 

The  amount  allowed  him  is  9,823,072  reals.  Of  this,  747,795  were 
for  himself;  1,503,590  for  Dickson;  841,887  for  the  Gambles,  as- 
signees of  Wardrop.  Of  the.  seven  and  a  half  millions  allowed  him, 
one  and  a  half  million  was  on  account  of  the  imprisonment  already 
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considered ;  and  this  was  included  in  an  account,  amounting  to  five 
and  a  half  millions,  for  damages  generally — a  class  of  claims  which, 
the  junta  (on  p.  55)  say  '^  are  the  claims  for  compensation  of  damages 
and  grievances  suffered  hy  Mr.  Meade.  The  junta  are  aware  of  the 
impossibility  of  analyzing  them  in  terms  of  rigorqus  justice,  not  even 
by  approximation."  The  first  series  of  items  in  the  two-million  ac- 
count are  for  interest  on  deferred  payments  on  a  bill  of  exchange, 
bought  by  Meade  of  the  government,  on  Vera  Cruz,  for  $300,000,  for 
which  he  paid  $250,000.  He  received  but  $50,000  at  Vera  Cruz,  but 
the  balance  of  the  $250,000  had  been  paid  him  in  Spain.  The  junta 
allowed  him,  as  interest  on  the  deferred  payments,  362,301  reals  in  the 
two-million  account,  and  say  he  was  not  entitled  to  damages,  accord- 
ing to  commercial  law,  (p.  42.)  But  in  the  5^-million  account  they 
allow  666,666.  They  also  allow  nearly  three  millions  generally  on 
aoooant  of  grievances  in  contracts,  although  his  claims  on  this  account 
had  been  liquidated  and  paid  in  libramientoe. 

In  considering  this  part  of  the  claim,  much  stress  is  laid  on  Meade's 
espousal  of  the  Spanish  cause ;  and  the  royal  order  itself  (p.  30)  re- 
quires them  to  discriminate  between  the  claims  for  which  he  is  agent 
and  his  own,  so  as  not  to  be  influenced  in  the  former  by  ^^  the  import- 
ant services  rendered  by  him."  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  therefore, 
that  DO  part  of  the  SJ^-million  account  is  sustainable  on  any  legal  prin- 
ciple. 

As  respects  the  two-million  account,  which  is,  for  the  most  part, 
interest,  few  particulars  are  given  ;  but  it  bears  on  its  face  many  cir- 
cumstances to  show  that  it  is  not  an  adjustment  of  an  account  on  spe- 
cific and  authentic  evidence.  Take,  for  example,  the  first  series  of  the 
two-million  account  already  referred  to.  The  junta  find  that  the  bill 
OD  Vera  Cruz  was  paid — $50,000  there  and  $250,000  in  Spain — and 
allow,  as  already  stated,  360,000  reals  as  interest  on  the  deferred  pay- 
ments in  Spain.  The  junta  find  (p  39)  that  he  did  not  demand  pay- 
ment on  Spain  till  December,  1813,  and  then  without  the  original 
draft.  But  the  government  ordered  payment  of  the  balance  on  his 
giving  a  bond  to  refund  in  case  it  should  appear  that  he  had  received 
more  than  $50,000  in  America  ;  and  yet  they  allow  interest  from  the 
Ist  of  November,  1813.  For  $100,000  he  received  drafts  '^  on  several 
treasaries."  ''  These  were  paid  to  him  in  1814, 1815, 1816,  and  1817 ; 
and  the  junta,  not  having  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the  different 
treasuries,  with  precision,  the  dates  of  each  payment,  they  adopt,  in 
crediting  the  interest  for  the  delay  on  the  payment  of  said  amount, 
the  payment  of  500,000  reals  each  year." 

This  statement  almost  admits  that  the  distribution  of  payments,  at 
the  rate  of  500,000  per  annum,  was  assumed  arbitrarily  by  the  junta. 
It  admits  distinctly  that  the  dates  of  the  payments  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained with  precision  from  the  different  treasuries.  It  does  not  admit, 
indeed,  that  the  payments  had  not  been  ascertained  from  the  trea- 
suries ;  but  it  does  not  say  so  ;  and  is  it  probable  that  any  documents 
would  have  been  furnished  from  a  public  office,  showing  anything 
respecting  the  times  and  amounts  of  the  payments,  which  would  not 
show  them  with  precision  ?    But  Meade  himself  says  there  were  no 
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payments  of  any  kind  made  him  during  1816  and  1817.     (See  his 
memorial  of  January  10,  1825.) 

The  second  item  of  this  account  allows  the  amount  of  a  judgment 
said  to  have  been  obtained  by  Meade  against  Don  Vincente  Beltran  de 
Lis  in  the  consoladp  and  in  the  tribunal  of  appeals  at  Cadiz 

From  the  statement  of  the  report  (pp.  44-' 5)  respecting  this  item,  it 
is  probable  that  Beltran  was  the  contractor  with  the  government  and 
Meade  a  vub-contractor ;  for  although  they  speak  of  his  recovering 
judgment  against  Beltran  as  the  ^'guarantee/'  yet,  to  justify  the 
allowance  to  Meade,  they  say  it  may  be  stopped  out  of  Beltran's  ao 
count ;  and  even  ^^  if  the  royal  finance  has  paid  for  the  provisions  in 
its  account  with  Beltran,  it  is  not  just  that  he  may  profit  by  it  at  the 
expense  of  Meade." 

There  are  three  items  allowed  which  had  been  disallowed  by  the 
junta  at  Cadiz,  which  was  probably  competent  to  pass  definitely  on 
them.  There  are  three  other  items  only  in  this  two-million  account ; 
one  of  10,000  on  account  of  a  loan  to  some  colonel  to  buy  provisions 
for  his  regiment ;  one  of  175^000  for  balance  of  tobacco  account  with 
the  superintendent  of  Seville ;  and  80,000  on  account  of  and  being 
part  of  a  loan  collected  at  Cadiz  in  1811. 

Not  one  of  the  items  in  the  two-million  account  is  for  supplies  fur- 
nished the  government,  unless  the  claim  against  Beltran  be  of  that 
nature.  But  Meade,  in  his  memorial  to  the  President  and  to  Congress, 
to  the  board  under  the  treaty  of  1819,  and  even  in  the  petition  to  this 
court,  puts  his  claim  on  account  of  provisions  furnished  the  Spanish 
nation,  which  enabled  them  to  carry  on  the  war  against  Bonaparte  ; 
and  that  they  were  of  a  character  which  was  acknowledged  with  en- 
thusiasm by  the  Spanish  nation  and  the  Spanish  Congress.  But  they 
had  no  money.  Then  came  the  restoration  of  the  King,  and  the  at- 
tempt to  put  his  debt  on  the  footing  of  those  due  to  Spanish  subjects. 
This  being  forbid,  the  intriguers  got  him  thrown  into  jail,  and  during 
that  time  all  payments  were  suspended. 

And  yet  even  this  junta  do  not  find  that  a  dollar  remains  unpaid  to 
him  on  account  of  these  supplies.  ^'  After  having  given  their  opinions 
about  the  claims  for  sums  ascertained^  (the  two-million  account,)  they 
proceed  to  analyze  those  claims  which  belong  to  the  second  class, 
which  are  for  compensation  of  damages  and  grievances  sufibred  by 
Meade.  The  junta  were  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  analyzing  them 
in  terms  of  strict  justice,  not  even  by  approximation,"  &c.,  (pp.  54-'6 ;) 
and  they  allow  5^  millions  on  account  of  these  damages  and  griev- 
ances, 1^  million  of  which  is  for  the  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  Mc- 
Dermott. 

They  do  not  find  him  possessed  of  the  libramientoSj  or  orders  on  the 
treasury,  to  which  he  says  expressly  in  his  memorial  of  January  10, 
1825,  his  demands  on  account  of  supplies  had  been  reduced.  All  of 
these  must  have  been  paid,  or,  at  all  events,  parted  with  by  Meade. 
The  allowance  to  him,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with  these 
contracts,  goes  behind  Meade's  settlements  with  finance  department, 
and  allows  him  extraordinary  compensation  in  addition. 

But  Meade's  whole  course,  his  getting  up  of  the  junta,  and  his 
arr***   ement  with  them  to  make  the  allowance  to  be  paid  under  the 
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treaty  ;  his  attempt  to  get  this  award  recognized  by  the  cortes  ;  his 
memorial  to  the  President  with  the  same  object ;  his  demand  of  the 
board,  after  waiting  six  months,  to  admit  as  proof  what  he  had  told 
the  President  would  not  be  proof,  before  them  ;  his  failure  entirely  to 
bring  proof,  and  the  series  of  false  pretexts  and  shifts  to  excuse  that 
fiailore  by  his  correspondence  with  Andauga,  &c., ;  his  allegation  that 
he  had  given  up  all  his  papers,  when  {at  p.  37  of  the  report)  the  junta 
8ay  they  returned  them  to  him  ;  all  go  to  show  that  he  was  conscious 
of  possessing  no  claim  which  would  bear  an  examination  before  a  board 
of  commissioners  composed  of  American  citizens.  The  board,  indeed, 
say,  in  their  first  decision,  that  there  was  evidence  that  prior  to  1819 
he  had  had  a  claim  which  the  Spanish  government  promised  to  pay  ; 
but  the  report  of  the  junta  itself,  as  already  stated,  allows  nothing  for 
the  ItbramierUos  which  constituted  the  claim  promised  to  be  paid  by 
the  Spanish  government  in  1816,  to  which  the  board  of  commissioners 
refer  as  evidence  that  he  had  some  claim.  These  must,  therefore,  have 
been  paid  or  disposed  of  by  Meade. 

M.  BLAIB. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

BicHARD  W.  Mbade,  Exbcutor,  &c.  ,  V8.  Thb  United  States, 

BRIEF  ON  SECOND  REARGUMENT. 

Claim  upon  the  United  States  growing  out  of  the  treaty  between 
them  and  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  and  the  execution 
thereof. 

Facts  as  understood  by  the  Solicitor. 

FiBST.  That  Richard  W.  Meade,  the  testator,  was  a  citieen  of  the 
United  States,  and  went  to  Spain  to  reside  at  about  1803,  or  subse- 
quently, and  remained  there  until  1820  ;  and  that  his  claim,  except 
as  to  a  certain  imprisonment,  originated  while  he  so  resided  there,  and 
grew  out  of  contracts  with  the  Spanish  government. 

These  facts  appear  upon  the  face  of  Meade's  several  petitions  and 
in  his  letters,  and  are  not  understood  to  be  the  subject  of  dispute. 

Sbcond.  That  the  imprisonment  referred  to  commenced  about  the 
month  of  May,  1816,  and  continued  until  May,  1818^  when  he  was 
discharged  at  the  request  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
That  said  imprisr  nment  was,  in  form,  by  virtue  of  a  proceeding  in  a 
judicial  tribunal  at  the  suit  of  a  private  party,  and  not  at  the  suit  of 
the  Spanish  government. 

These  facts  are  shown  by  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Meade  to  the  Presi- 
dent, dated  December  4, 1817,  (4th  American  State  Papers,  150-'51.) 

Meade  had  been  appointed  assignee  in  bankruptcy  of  Glass,  of  Cadiz, 
who  was  a  member  of  a  firm  in  England,  where  the  proceedings  took 
place.  When  the  debts  were  paid,  one  of  the  firm  from  London  called 
upon  Meade  for  the  overplus,  which  was  about  $50,000.  Before  pay- 
ment was  made^  Glass  appeared  and  enjoined  payment,   upon  the 
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ground  that  the  proceedings  in  London  were  not  effective  npon  his 
property  in  Spain.  The  London  copartner  appointed  McDermot  to 
represent  him.  The  tribunal  of  commerce  ordered  Meade  to  deposit 
the  money  in  his  hands  in  the  treasury^  to  await  the  decision  of  the 
judicial  tribunals  in  the  contest  between  Glass  and  his  London  co- 
partners. Instead  of  depositing  specie^  Meade  paid  in  treasury  notes 
or  orders,  receipted  as  *^  ineffective  apecie."  McDermot  denied  the 
legality  of  this  payment,  and  presented  a  petition  stating  that  Meade 
was  about  to  leave  Spain,  and  praying  that  he  should  pay  the  money 
into  the  treasury^  or  be  put  into  confinement^  or  give  security  not  to 
leave  Spain.  And  an  order  to  that  effect  was  granted.  Meade  not  pay- 
ing in  actual  money,  or  giving  security,  was  imprisoned,  but  was 
subsequently  discharged.  Spain  was  no  party  to  these  proceedings, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  of  her  right  to  control  them,  although  the 
difference  in  value  between  specie  and  her  treasury  notes  or  orders 
seems  to  have  been  connected  with  these  judicial  proceedings.  They 
created  no  liability  in  favor  of  Meade  against  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, nor  constitute  a  claim  which  the  American  commissioners  could 
allow  him  to  be  paid  out  of  the  five  million  fund  provided  by  the 
treaty. 

Thibd.  That  Meade  authorized  and  requested  the  government,  ia 
making  the  treaty  of  1819  for  the  cession  of  Florida,  to  provide  for 
his  as  well  as  the  claims  of  other  citizens  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  Meade  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
from  Cadiz,  (4  S.  P.,  720,  721 :)  ''The  government  of  Spain  is  in- 
debted to  me  to  a  very  considerable  amount;"  and  he  then  inquires 
if  the  United  States  would  consent  to  a  grant  of  land  in  Florida  to 
pay  the  same  in  case  a  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Florida  should  be 
made.     He  then  adds  : 

''  I  shall  wait  in  Madrid  for  yon  answer;  and  should  it  be  unsatis- 
factory, or  should  I  find  it  impracticable  even  to  obtain  this  mode  of 
arrangement  from  the  Spanish  government,  in  case  of  your  answer 
being  satisfactory,  I  shall  enter  my  protest  and  leave  the  kingdom, 
and  place  full  reliance  on  my  ovm  government  for  supporting  my  just 
demands  whenever  an  arrangement  shall  take  place  between  the  two 
countries ;  being  confident  that,  whenever  such  an  event  does  take 
place,  prevision  wiU  be  made  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens/' 

In  this  letter  he  says  that  he  shall  rely  upon  our  government  to 
provide  for  him,  with  his  fellow-citizens,  in  case  his  debt  is  not  paid 
in  land  or  otherwise,  as  suggested* 

The  Secretary  of  State  refused  his  assent  to  the  proposed  grant  by 
Spain  to  Meade.  In  his  letter  (4  S.  P.,  721)  the  Secretary  informs 
him  'Hhat,  in  the  negotiations  pending  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  President  that  provision  shall  be 
made  for  the  eventual  adjustment  and  satisfaction  of  the  just  claims 
of  many  citizens  of  the  United  States,  among  which  every  attention 
which  may  be  proper  will  be  shown  to  yours.  It  has  been  contem- 
plated that  mtans  might  be  found,  by  the  cession  ot  Florida,  for 
obtaining  this  satisfaction  in  a  manner  which  may  not  be  burdensome 
to  Spain  ;  which  expectation  would  be  disappointed  if  the  property  of 
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all  the  vacant  lands  in  the  province  should  be  granted  by  the  King  of 
Spaio  to  individuals  before  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States." 

President  Monroe  endorsed  on  Meade's  letter  of  the  6th  of  June  as 
follows : 

"  The  injuries  of  Mr.  Meade  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  ;  but  no  particular  arrangement 
for  the  payment  of  his  claims  by  the  government  of  Spain  in  lands  in 
the  Floridas  can  be  countenanced  or  admitted  by  the  Executive. 

^'  His  daimsy  with  those  of  every  other  citizen ^  will  be  carefully  at- 
tended to  and  provided  for  as  far  as  the  government  may  be  able." 

In  these  facts  we  have  full  and  conclusive  evidence  that  the  govern- 
ment intended  to  protect  Mr.  Meade  and  place  him  upon  the  same 
footing  with  other  citizens  having  claims  upon  Spain. 

Mr.  Meade  must  have  received  the  Secretary's  letter  as  early  as 
October,  1818,  because  his  statement  of  his  claims  is  dated  at  Madrid 
on  the  6th  November,  1818.  (4  8.  P.,  722.)  In  preparing  this 
statement,  he  carried  out  the  intention  declared  in  his  letter  of  the 
6th  of  June  previous.  It  was  transmitted  by  Mrs.  Meade  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  with  a  letter,  (S.  P.,  721,)  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

"  Pbiladblphia,  January  17,  1819. 

'^Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  enclosed,  a  statement  of  the 
groand  of  my  husband's  claims  upon  the  Spanish  government,  which 
^11  be  followed  by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  him  from 
the  said  government,  showing  the  amount  due  on  libramientos  now  in 
Us  possession,  on  contracts,  and  on  damages  on  bills  received  from 
said  government,  as  well  as  his  reclamation  on  the  score  of  his  unjust 
imprisonment  suffered  by  him  for  two  years. 

^'  The  time  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  by 
^hich  I  received  this  statement  was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make 
oat  a  detail  of  his  claims*;  but  thinking  it  important  that  some  state- 
ment should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  out  the 
enclosed,  trusting  that,  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
between  our  country  and  Spain,  this  document  would  serve  as  a 
guide  for  that  protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to 
grant  him. 

^^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

''  MARGARET  MEADE. 

"  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

'' Secretary  of  State." 

This  letter  was  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  20th, 
hy  the  Hon.  John  Sargeant,  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  said : 

'^  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  and  some  papers  trans- 
mitted by  Mr.  Meade,  to  pla^e  his  daima  upon  Spain  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government,  in  case  a  treaty  should  be  made  with  that 
power."     (Mr.  Everett's  report,  (1854,)  No.  109,  p.  15.) 

In  the  same  document  (pp.  14,  15)  is  Mrs.  Meade's  letter  to  Mr. 
Sargeant,  dated  the  17th  of  January,  in  which  she  says : 
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'^  SiK :  By  a  letter  from  Madrid^  of  November  17,  Mr.  Meade  had 
just  received  the  opinion  given  by  you  on  the  course  best  to  be  proceeded 
on  for  the  protection  of  his  claims  by  our  government.  He  had  merely 
time  to  make  out  the  statement  which  I  now  enclose  you  to  be  delivered 
to  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  few  lines  addressed  to  him  by  me,  in  case  you 
should  think  proper  to  present  them. 

^'  I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  favor  if  you  would  express  to  Die, 
or  to  Mr.  Henry  Toland,  jr.,  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Adams  may  give 
you  upon  it,  and  to  say  if  any  steps  should  be  taken  by  Mr.  Meade, 
further  than  handing  to  the  Department  of  State  the  detail  of  his 
claims  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^^  Mr.  Meade,  I  presume,  hurried  himself  in  this  statement,  having 
been  assured  that  the  Marquis  D'Trujo  had  asserted  that  orders  had 
been  sent  to  the  Chevalier  De  Onis  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States  on  their  own  terms." 

These  letters,  and  the  statement  of  his  claim  furnished  by  Meade, 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  that,  as  far  as  he  could  do  so,  he  fully  author- 
ized and  requested  our  government  to  include  his  claim  in  the  treaty 
with  those  of  other  American  citizens.  It  further  appears  that  he 
did  so  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  most  able  counsel,  Mr. 
Sargeant.  Prior  to  the  actual  concluison  of  the  treaty,  a  month  after 
Meade's  account  of  his  claims  was  filed,  there  was  no  request  by  him, 
nor  any  apparent  expectation  indulged  by  him,  that  he  would,  in  the 
treaty,  have  any  advantage  over  any  other  citizens  having  claims. 
Thus  far  all  parties  seemed  to  look  to  an  equality  of  consideration  and 
rights. 

The  power  and  authority  thus  conferred  Meade  did  not  revoke  prior 
to  the  signature  of  the  treaty^  nor  even  afterwards,  although  he  did 
seek  to  defeat  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  unless  the  Senate  would  so 
amend  it  as  to  give  him  a  preference  over  all  other  claimants ;  in 
which  he  failed.  The  executive  was  clearly  against  his  claim  of  pref- 
erence, and  the  Senate  seems  to  have  acquiesced. 

Fourth.  That  without  Meade's  request  and  act  of  filing  his  claim, 
it  would  not  have  been  provided  for  by  the  treaty. 

It  is  asserted  by  Meade,  and  assented  to  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  contracts  between  a  citizen  and  a  foreign  government  do  not  con- 
stitute a  portion  of  those  individual  claims  ordinarily  affected  by  trea- 
ties between  governments. 

In  Meade's  memorial  of  the  8th  February,  1821^  addressed  to  the 
President,  (4S.  P.,  p.  706,)  he  says  : 

'*  The  broad  distinction,  in  their  moral  and  political  consequences 
and  relations,  between  a  mere  debt  voluntarily  contracted  by  a  State 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business  with  a  private  person,  whether 
citizen  or  foreigner,  and  a  claim  for  unascertained  damages  on  account 
of  injuries  to  private  property  involved  and  bound  up  in  national  in- 
juries, is  manifest  and  universally  admitted.  *****  These 
compromises  between  States,  both  of  the  public  wrongs  and  of  the  pri- 
vate injuries  involved  in  them,  are  of  necessity  and  agreeable  to  the 
universal  usage  of  civilized  nations  ;  but  that  a  mere  failure  in  con- 
ract  on  the  part  of  one  State  tiowards  a  private  citizen  of  another 
should  be  treated  as  a  violation  of  the  high  rights  of  sovereignty,  so 
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as  either  to  justify  reprisals  or  to  give  occasion  for  any  of  those  com- 
promises or  mutual  concessions  usually  incident  to  a  treaty  of  pacifica- 
tion, would  be  an  assumption  as  absolutely  destitute  of  any  counte- 
nance from  precedent  as  from  any  of  the  analogies  of  public  law." 

The  Secretary  of  State  admits  the  accuracy  of  this  position  in  his 
letter  of  April  29,  1823,  to  Salmon,  the  Spanish  charge,  (S.  Doc,  109, 
p.  41,  and  seq.^)  in  one  to  White  and  others,  commissioners,  (  p.  36,) 
and  particularly  in  his  letter  k)  the  President  of  February  13,  1821, 
(8.  P«,  704,)  which  accompan^  Meade's  memorial  when  transmitted 
to  the  Senate.    In  the  latter  he  says  : 

''  The  distinction  drawn  in  the  memorial  between  the  claims  of  a 
citizen  of  one  country  upon  the  government  of  another,  arising  from 
contract  or  from  torangy  is  undoubtedly  so  far  just,  that  the  claimant 
by  contract  cannot  resort  to  the  interposition  of  his  own  government 
to  obtain  from  the  other  satisfaction  for  his  claim  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  claimant  from  wrong.  The  government. of  the  claimant  by 
contract  can  interpose  in  his  behalf  only  by  its  good  offices,  and  can- 
not, as  the  memorial  states,  press  to  the  extent  of  reprisals  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  claim.  It  has  no  right  to  interpose  at  all  without 
the  solicitation  of  the  claimant  himself,  who,  having  staked  his  in- 
terest upon  his  own  confidence  in  the  government  with  which  he  con- 
tracts, be  may  properly  abide  by  the  result  of  that  confidence  without 
calling  upon  his  country  to  make  itself  a  party  to  his  demand.  But  if 
he  does  appeal  to  his  own  government  for  that  adventitious  aid  to 
which  other  contractors  with  the  same  party  and  upon  the  same  se- 
cnrity  cannot  resort,  he  thereby  voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a  subject 
of  negotiation  and  of  those  compromises  in  which  all  natioTial  adjust- 
menis  of  individual  daims  must  and  do  always  consist." 

From  this,  it  is  seen  that  the  right  of  the  government  to  act  upon 
Meade's  claim  was  rested  exclusively  upon  the  authority  conferred  by 
MeaJe  himself.  What  had  been  done  by  the  secretary,  in  the  way  of 
negotiation  as  afiecting  Mead's  claim,  was  done  to  oblige  him  and  at 
his  request,  and  not  for  any  purposes  of  the  governme;it,  which  had 
no  interest  in  becoming  and  acting  as  his  agent  in  relation  to  it. 

An  incident  of  the  agency  was  the  right  to  make  such  compromise  as 
(he  agent  deemed  right  and  proper.  This  right  of  compromise  is  dis- 
tinctly claimed  by  the  secretary,  and  not  controverted  by  the  citation 
of  any  authority,  and  is  not  directly  controverted  by  Meade  at  all,  nor 
questioned,  until  after  the  action  of  the  Spanish  junta  in  certifying 
the  amount  of  his  claims. 

FiFiH.  That  by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  dated  22d  February, 
1819,  (8  U.  S.  L.,  258,)  the  American  and  Spanish  governments  '^  re- 
ciprocally renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or  injuries  which  they 
themselves,  as  well  as  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  may  have 
suffered  until  the  time  of  signing  this  treaty,"  That  this  renunciation 
extended  '^  to  all  .claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  statements  of  which^  soliciting  the  interposition  of 
the  United  States j  have  been  presented  to  the  Department  of  StoUe,  or  to 
tht  minister  <fthe  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  this  treaty.'' 

By  the  first  of  these  provisions,  the  renunciation  related  to  damages 
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and  injuries  prior  to  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  and  conld  affect  nothing 
that  occurred  afterwards. 

But  this  general  language  was  after  so  limited  as  to  include  only^ 
those,  who,  by  filing  claims  with  the  American  minister  in-Spain,  or 
in  the  State  Department,  had  thiareby  constituted  the  government  their 
agent  to  adjust  them. 

If  Meade  had  not  filed  a  statement  of  his  claim  and  solicited  the 
government  to  act,  he  would  not  have  ^een  included  or  provided  for 
in  the  treaty,  nor  would  his  claim  upon  Spain  have  been  affected  by 
the  treaty  at  all.  It  was  his  own  deliberate  act,  performed  tinder  the 
advice  ot  Mr.  Sargeant,  that  brought  his  claim  within  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  and  occassioned  the  release — if  one  is  contained  in  the  treaty. 
Upon  himself,  alone,  rested  the  responsibility  of  the  act.  It  was  per- 
formed at  his  request  and  for  his  benefit.  He  was  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  of  other  Amercan  citizens  who  had  solicited  the  aid  of 
the  government  in  asserting  their  rights.  No  one  was  preferred  over 
him  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  The  provision  is  what  he  evi- 
dently looked  to  when  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  6kb 
of  June,  1818. 

Sixth.  After  the  government  had,  in  good  faith,  placed  Meade  on 
an  equal  footing  with  other  claimants,  he  sought  to  secure  an  advan- 
tage over  them,  and,  if  not  accorded  to  him,  he  wished  to  defeat  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty. 

His  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  8th  of  February,  1821,  (4  S. 
P.,  704,  708-*9,)  proves  this  conclusively 

The  treaty  was  signed  the  22d  February,  1819,  and  provided  as  fully 
and,  fairly  for  Meade  as  for  any  other  citizen. 

It  was  ratified  bjr  the  Senate  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  (Pre- 
sident's Message,  S.  P.  650,)  and  was  sent  immediately  to  Spain  to  be 
ratified,  and  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  serious  and  perplexing  difficulties  from  that  time  until  the  6th 
of  October,  1820,  a  period  of  more  than  a  year  and  a  half.  Because 
Meade  was  tiot  placed  upon  better  footing  than  other  American  citizens, 
he  proposed  either  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  or  the  incorporation  into 
it  of  prdvisions  which  would  secure  him  a  preference,  or  throw  the 
treaty  back  with  an  amendment  having  the  effect  to  charge  his  whole 
claim  upon  Spain,  and  that,  too,  when  by  his  own  Spanish  witness  hie 
proves  that  it  could  not  have  been  ratified  by  the  cortes  but  for  the 
fact  that  Spain  was  released  from  all  obligation  to  pay  him,  and  that 
he  was,  in  fact,  provided  for  under  the  treaty  itself. 

Seventh.  That  the  amount  of  indemnity  provided  by  the  11th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  was  $5,000,000,  and  that  a  commission,  to  consist  of 
three  persons,  was  to  be  appointed,  who,  within  three  years,  were  to 
''  receive,  examine  and  decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the 
claims  included  within  the  descriptions  above  mentioned.  *  *  That 
said  commissioners  were  authorized  *^  to  hear  and  examine  on  oath, 
every  question  relative  to  the  said  claims,  and  to  receive  all  suitable 
authentic  testimony  concerning  the  same."  ^^  And  the  Spanish  goy* 
ernment  shall  furnish  all  such  documents  and  elucidations  as  may  be 
in  their  possession  for  the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims  according  to 
the  principles  of  justicCi  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  stipulations  of 
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the  treaty  between  the  two  parties  of  the  27th  of  October,  17&5  ;  the 
documents  to  be  specified  when  demanded,  at  th«  instance  of  the  said 
commissioners. 

The  principles  referred  to  in  the  treaty  of  1Y95  are  thus  expressed 
in  that  treaty,  (Art.  21,  8  U.  S.  L.,  150 :)  '*  They  (the  commission- 
ers) shall  .have  power  to  examine  all  sachj:>er«07i^a8  come  before  them, 
OR  oath  or  affirmation,  teaching  the  complaints  in  question,  and  also 
to  receive  in  evidence  aU  written  testimony ,  authenticated  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  shall  think  proper  to  require  or  admit. 

These  provisions  declare  the  duties  of  the  commissioners,  and  direct 
as  to  the  evidence  which  they  were  authorized  to  receive  to  establish 
claims.     They  are  required — 

1.  To  "  receive"  the  claims  ; 

2.  To  "examine"  them  ; 

3.  To  "  decide"  the  *' amount"  due  upon  them; 

4.  To  determine  their  **  validity." 

Before  they  conld  allow  a  claim  they  must  also  decide  that  it  was 
"within  the  descriptions  above  mentioned^"  that  is,  had  been  filed 
with  the  secretary  or  minister,  and  the  government  solicited  to  atttod 
to  it  for  the  claimant^  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  This  receiv- 
ing, examining,  and  determining  the  validity  and  amount,  the  com- 
misrioners  were  bound  to  do  for  themselves.  They  could  not  take  the 
certificate  or  appraisement  of  another  and  adopt  it  as  their  own  judg- 
ment or  determination. 

The  treaty  had  excluded  such  evidence  by  providing  what  might  be 


1.  They  might  examine  persons  on  oath. 

2.  They  might  receive  in  evidence  written  teistimony  authenticated 
in  such  manner  as  they  might  require. 

3.  They  might  receive  suitable  authentic  testimony,  and  this  would 
exclude  certificates  of  the  conclusions  of  third  persons. 

4.  It  was  clearly  contemplated  that  the  original  evidence  of  indebt- 
edness would  be  presented  and  acted  upon  by  the  commissioners,  be- 
cause the  Spanish  government  stipulated  to  *^  {nvmsh  M  such  docu- 
ments and  ducidf/diana  as  may  be  in  their  possession." 

This  refers  to  written  evidence  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Spanish 
government,  and  not  to  such  as  its  officers  migh  thereafter  make. 

It  would  have  been  extremely  unjust  toward  other  claimants  upon 
the  five  million  fund  to  have  received*  a  kind  of  evidence  which  Meade 
had  procured  to  be  prepared  in  his  case,  when  all  others  were  bound 
to  and  did  produce  such  as  was  required  by  the  treaty  itself.  The 
commissioners  were  not  to  determine  a  question  between  Meade  and 
the  government,  but  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  numerous  claimants 
upon  a  common  fund  created  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  came  within  the 
terms  of  the  treaty. 

The  duty  of  the  commissioners  was  clearly  and  strongly  |)resented 
in  an  opinion  prepared  by  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White^  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Taeewell,  which  forms  Appendix  A» 

If  the  Spanish  officials  could  certify,  and  thus  establish  Meade's 
claim,  they  might  that  of  any  or  all  claimants,  and  thus  really  control 
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the  whole  distribution  to  suit  themselreB  by  the  amount  they  should 
certify  due  and  the  validity  of  the  demands  of  claimants. 

It  might  leave  to  the  American  commissioners  the  simple  duty  of 
distributing  the  five  million,  under  Spanish  direction,  instead  of  their 
determining  the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims  presented.  The 
adoption  of  such  a  principle  would  have  put  it  in  the  power  of  Spain 
to  have  effectually  defeated  its  certificate  to  Meade  by  giving  numerous 
large  ones  to  other  claimants. 

Eighth.  That  Congress  passed  an  act  concerning  the  board  of  com- 
missioners on  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  (3.  U.  S.  L.,  639,  §  3,  4,)  and 
three  commissionersi  were  appointed,  who  met  at  Washington  in  June, 
1821,  and  organized;  and  that  Meade  presented  his  memorial  to  them 
setting  forth  his  claim  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1822,  being  the 
certified  adjustments  made  by  the  Spanish  junta  on  or  before  the  19th 
day  of  May,  1820. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1832,  (S.  33,)  the  commissioners  addressed 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  the  treaty  to  include  claims  originating  in  contracts  between 
American  citizens  and  the  Spanish  government. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1822,  (p.  35,)  the  secretary  answered,  and 
among  other  things  said : 

'^  The  cliskims  intended  to  be  provided  for  were  those  specially  enu- 
merated in  the  renunciations,  and  embraced  all  claims,  atatemenis  of 
which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government^  had  been  presented 
to  the  Department  of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
Spain,  since  the  convention  of  1802,  and  until  the  date  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty. 

'^  As  there  was  no  limitation  in  the  words  of  this  renunciation  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  transactions  in  which  they  originated , 
whether  by  contract  or  tort,  so  nonawas  intended.  They  were  claims 
all  of  which  it  was  believed  the  only  possible  chance  of  obtaining 
any  satisfaction  to  the  claimants  consisted  in  the  execution  of  the 
treaty. 

'^  Of  the  absolute  obligation  of  this  goverDment  to  interpose  in  be- 
half of  their  fellow-citizens  possessing  such  claims  and  imploring  the 
aid  of  their  country  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  them,  no  very  subtle  or 
punctilious  scrutiny  had  been  made.  It  was  the  needot  the  claimant, 
and  not  the  legal  claissification  of  his  claim,  for  which  the  assistance 
of  his  government  has-been  solicited.  The  delay  or  denial  of  justice 
which  it  was  desirable  to  remedy  was  the  same,  whether  it  was  for  a 
wrong  committed  or  a  contract  broken.  The  claimants  have  alike 
heen  promised  that,  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  their  claims  would 
be  considered  and  endeavors  made  to  provide  for  them  in  common  with 
others. 

^'  The  government  was  indeed  aware  that  the  abstract  right  to  its 
interposition  of  citizens  who  had  sufiered  by  the  acts  of  foreigners 
without  any  co-operation  of  their  own,  was  more  clear  and  imperative 
than  that  of  others  who  had  staked  their  property  upon  the  good  faith 
of  Spain,  and  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation  a  proposal  was  made  to 
omit  the  renunciation  which  induded  the  latter  dass  of  these  claims.  It 
waS;  however^  finally  agreed  to,  with  the  full  understanding  that  ail  the 
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ticdma  should  have  the  same  benefit  of  the  proviaioriy  be  subject  to  the 
same  investigation^  and  be  decided  upon,  not  by  any  aubseqttent  fransao- 
Hon  between  the  claimant  and  the  Spanish  govemmerd^  but  by  the  com- 
missioners in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and  upon  such 
proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  require  for  asertaining  its  amount 
and  validity.  Of  the  right  to  include  such  claims  in  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  in  cases  wherein  the  interference  of  the  government  had  been 
solicited  by  the  claimants  themselves,  and  their  claims  had,  at  their 
own  desire,  been  made  the  subjects  of  negotiation,  no  doubt  was  en- 
tertained." 

''But  it  was  fuUy  believed  that  the  sum  stipulated  for  the  payment 
of  them  would  be  adequate  to  the  ftdl  satia/adion  of  every  valid  claim 
embraced  by  the  treaty,  whether  the  claim  had  originated  in  contract 
or  in  wrong.'* 

Here  we  have  a  full  statement  of  facts  accompanying  the  forming 
of  this  portion  of  the  treaty,  its  construction,  and  the  reasons  for  such 
construction,  all  frankly  and  clearly  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
an  authoritative  manner. 

The  government  had  complied  with  Meade's  wishes  and  made  pro- 
visions for  hi«  advantage,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  shows  how  he 
with  others  could  avail  himself  of  them,  and  that  these  provisions  were 
considered  the  only  possible  chabce  of  any  of  the  claimants  on  Spain 
ever  securing  anything,  and  that  it  was  believed  that  the  five  million 
fund  was  amply  sufficient  to  pay  off  all  valid  claims. 

The  utmost  good  faith  and  a  wise  forecast  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment mark  every  step  taken  by  it  in  this  matter,  and  no  ground  of  just 
complaint  can  be  found  in  any  portion  of  its  proceedings. 

Eight  and  a  half.  That  the  only  evidence  of  his  dlaim  presented  by 
him  was  the  certificates  of  certain  Spanish  officials,  bearing  date  on  or 
about  the  19th  day  of  May,  1820,  being  about  a  year  and  three  months 
after  the  time  of  the  signing  the  treaty,  stating  tha.t  they  had  examined 
and  allowed  his  claims  to  the  amount  of  $373,879  88  in  his  own  right 
and  $117,273  72  in  the  riecht  of  others— making  in  all  $491,163  60. 

That  on  the  6th  of  January,  1822,  Mead^.  presented  his  memorial 
to  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  that  it  was  read.and  received  on  the 
27tli  of  June,  1822,  being  after  their  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  his  reply,  (8.  109,  p.  33,)  in  which  he  claimed  that  the  commis- 
sioners should  receive  the  Spanish  certificate  and  treat  it  as  legal  evi- 
dence of  his  claim. 

That  on  the  27th  of  June,  1822,  the  commissioners  expressed  pub- 
licly the  opinion  that  the  Spanish  certificate  was  not  sufficient  evidence 
of  Meade's  claim,  and  that  it  could  only  be  proved  by  other  testimony 
existing  before  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  In  supplemenfal  memorial 
No.  2,  Meade  says  : 

**  That  conformably  to  a  wish  expressed  by  the  commissioners  at 
their  session  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  he  has  been  apprised,  through 
the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  then  present,  that,  pursuing  the  idea  con- 
tained in  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  9th  of  March,  1822,  other  proofs  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  your  memorialist  might  be  required  than  the  acknowledg- 
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ment  of  its  justice  and  amount  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish  mon- 
archy." 

In  Ho.  Rep.  No.  58,  (by  Everett,)  in  1828,  p.  16,  this  is  described 
as '^ second  memorial." 

A  supplemental  memoriai,  (No.  1,)  sworn  to  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1822,  is  wholly  devoted  to  proving  that  Meade  was  an  American  citi- 
zen, and  had  not  changed  his  allegiance  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain. 

A  second  supplemental  m^emorial  was  presented  to  the  commissioners, 
but  the  time  of  doing  so  is  not  stated,  nor  is  it  dated  ;  but  it  refers  to 
papers  dated  the  16tn  of  October,  1822.  It  contains  an  argument  in- 
tended to  show  that  the  views  expressed  by  the. commissioners  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation  were  erroneous. 

Appended  thereto  are  letters  to  and  from  Meade.  By  one  of  the 
latter,  dated  April  4,  1822,  it  appears  that  Meade  then  understood,  at 
that  time,  that  the  commissioners  would  require,  the  original  vouchers. 

By  this  memorial  Meade  admits  that  he  knew,  under  the  treaty,  the 
call  for  the  vouchers  must  be  made  by  the  commissioners. 

On  the  20th  May,  1824,  one  month  before  their  final  adjournment, 
Meade  presented  another  memorial  to  the  commissioners,  in  which  he 
reiterates  the ,  arguments  in  favor  of  their  accepting,  as  conclusive 
evidence,  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation,  and  informs  them  that 
he  could  not  procure  the  original  vouchers. 

Ninth.  That  although  the  board  of  commissioners  was  organized  ia 
June,  1821,  and  Meade  knew  of  their  views  as  to  the  evidence  re- 
quired in  his  case  as  early  as  the  4th  of  April,  1822,  and  was  formally 
notified  thereof  in  June,  1822,  he  did  not  ask  them  to  exercise  the 
power  conferred  upon  them  by  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  until  the 
18th  of  April,  1823,  a  year  after  he  understood  that  his  Spanish  certifi- 
cate.of  liquidation  would  not  he  treated  as  evidence  under  the  provi- 
provisions  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1823,  the  commissioners  wrote  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  that  Meade  had  '^  xtiade  application  to  us  to  require  of 
the  Spanish  government  certain  papers  and  documents  considered  as 
necessary  to  the  establishment  of  his  claim,"  and  they  requested  him 
'^  to  adopt  such  means  as  he  might  think  proper  to  require  of  the  Span- 
ish authorities  the  documents  referred  to."     (See  S.  109,  p.  66.) 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1823,  the  Secretary  of  State  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  commissioners'  letter  and  a  '^  schedule"  of  the  ^^  documents  and 
elucidations  "  required  by  Meade  to  Mr.  Nelson,  our  minister  to  Spain, 
asking  him  '^  to  press  "^'  with  earnestness  "  a  compliance  with  the 
call.     (See  id.,  p.  67.) 

Tenth.  Application  was  made  by  the  American  minister  at  Madrid 
for  the  documents  required,  and  the  Spanish  government  promised  to 
furnish  them,  but  did  not  do  so  in  season  to  enable  them  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1823,  Mr.  Nelson  made  a  formal  written 
application  to  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State  for  the  documents  speci- 
fied in  the  schedule,  and  in  his  letter  states  : 

^^  It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  to  induce  his  excellency  to  give  prompt 
and  immediate  attention  to  applications  for  records  and  documents 
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under  the  treaty,  that  commissioners  appointed  under  it,  to  administer 
justice  to  those  whose  rights  and  interests  are  secured  by  that  instru- 
ment, are  delayed  in  their  proceedings  through  want  of  these  docu- 
ments. Some  of  these  boards  are  limited  in  their  duration  by  the  act 
of  Congress  creating  them,  and  the  whole  exists  as  a  heavy  expense 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned  asks  leave 
to  add,  that  he  shall  feel  additional  gratification  if  he  shall  be  en- 
abled very  speedily  to  transmit  to  his  government  these  records^  on 
which  the  interest  of  very  many. individuals  entirely  depend."  (S. 
R.  109,  p.  68.) 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1824,  Mr.  Nelson  again  called  the  at- 
tention of  the.  Spanish  minister  to  his  former  request,  and  reiter- 
ates the  reasons  why  an  early  compliance  was  desirable.  (Id.^  pp. 
68,69.) 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1824,  Mr.  Nelson  again  wrote  to  the 
Spanish  secretary.  This  letter  is  not  found  among  the  papers,  but 
the  reply  to  it,  dated  the  8th  of  March,  1824,  contained  in  4th  vol. 
State  Papers,  p.  791,  explains  it,  which  is  as  follows. 

*^  I  have  laid  before  the  King,  my  august  master,  your  note  of  the 
25th  of  last  month,  in  which  you  propose,  for  the  saving  of  time  and 
expense,  to  deliver  to.  the  legation  the  original  documents  which  are 
here,  and  which  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  American  citizens,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of  the  22d 
February,  1819,  in  the  place  of  copies  of  them. 

''  His  Majesty  being  informed,  he  commands  me  to  say  to  you,  that 
the  papers  of  this. office  (secretariee)  have  been  thrown  into  great  con- 
fusion by  their  removal  to  Seville  and  Cadiz,  whence  they  are  expected 
in  a  few  days.  As  soon  as  they  shall  arrive  we  will  proceed  to  search 
for  those  which  you  demand,  and  all  those  originals  whose  delivery 
may  not  be  inconvenient,  shall  be  at  your  disposal ;  those  also  which 
are  found  to  be  no^  of  this  character,  shall  be  furnished,  that  true 
copies  of  them  may  be  had  conformably  with  the  treaty." 

Mr.  Nelson  must  have  written  another  letter  to  the  Spanish  secre- 
tary which  is  not  among  the  papers,  because  in  the  S.  B.  109,  p.  69, 
there  is  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  to  him, 
dated  the  24th  of  May,  1824  : 

*^Your  penetration  saves  me  the  trouble  of  pointing  out  the  absolute 
impossibility  of  collecting,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  documents  which 
are  required,  either  on  account  of  their  extent  in  some  of  said  cases, 
or  their  great  numbers  in  others,  especially  that  of  Mr.  Bichard  W. 
Meade,  as  you  will  have  observed  by  looking  at  the  list  which  accom- 
panies the  letter  of  the  American  commissioners  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1823." 

On  the  same  day,  (14th  May,  1824,)  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State 
writes  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  calling  his  attention  to  the  treaty 
and  to  the  requisition  made  by  the  American  minister,  enclosing  him 
a  copy  of  those  required  by  Meade,  and  adds,  that  the  King  '^  com- 
mands me  to  riecommend  to  your  excellency,  in  the  most  efficacious 
manner,  that  you  will  facilitate  to  his  excellency  the  aforesaid  minis- 
ister  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  person  or  persons  that  he  may 
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delegate  for  this  purpose,  the  said  documents  in  the  earliest  time 
possible." 

On  the  same  page  (731)  there  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Nelson  to  our  Secretary  of  State^  dated  May  17,  1824,  in  these 
words : 

"Mr.  Appleton,  who  remained  at  Aranjuez  two  days  after  I  left  it, 
returned  to  this  place  last  night,  bringing  with  him  copies  of  the 
orders  which  have  been  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the 
several  officers  for  supplying  the  papers  which  have  been  demanded 
under  the  Florida  treaty." 

On  the  same  page  (731)  there  is  also  another  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Nelson  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  July  31, 1824,  in  these 
words : 

"The Spanish  government  seems  disposed  to  proceed  with  the  calls 
made  upon  them  for  papers,  and  we  may  nbw  be  permitted  to  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  most  of  the  records  which  have  been  asked  for  will 
be  supplied  before  a  very  distant  day.  From  this  calculation,  I  fear 
we  must  exclude  the  papers  in  Meade's  case,  which,  being  so  votumin^ 
ous^  although  entered  upon  by  the  Spanish  officers  apparently  in  good, 
faith  to  supply  them,  seem  to  forbid  any  well-founded  expectation  that 
they  can  be  very  speedily  furnished." 

That  the  documents  called  for  by  Meade  were  voluminous  and  scat- 
tered, apears  by  a  description  of  them  in  Senate  Rep.  No.  109,  (1854,) 
where  his  description  of  them  comprises  nine  printed  pages,  (72  to  80 
inclusive,)  and  were  lodged  in  numerous  public  offices.  To  answer 
this  call,  judging  from  this  description,  it  would  require  the  whole 
time  of  a  force  as  lar^e  as  the  entire  body  of  clerks  in  our  State  De- 
partment, from  the  time  of  the  call  by  Mr.  Nelson  on  the  Spanish, 
government  down  to  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  commission  in  June, 
1824,  being  about  six  months  only. 

Historical  Note, — It  is  a  matter  of  public  history  that  the  power  of 
Spain  was  in  a  crumbling  condition  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation  and 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1819.  Mexico  and  Chili  and  some  of  her 
islands  revolted  in  1821,  and,  through  foreign  intrigues  and  rebellion 
at  home,  Ferdinand  was  compelled  in  1822  to  remove  the  government, 
and  of  course  its  archives  and  records,  from  Madrid  to  Cadiz,  and  on 
one  occasion  from  the  latter  place  to  Seville,  and  that  he  with  the  of- 
ficers of  the  government  were  not  permitted  to  return  to  Madrid  until 
the  suppression  of  the  Biego  rebellion  by  the  aid  of  the  French  in  the 
latter  part  of  1823  or  the  forepart  of  1824.  (See  Penny  Mag.  vol. 
22,  pp.  299^  300.)  This  fully  accounts  for  the  papers  having  been  in 
Cadiz  and  Seville,  and  in  the  condition  mentioned  in  Count  Ofalia's 
letter  to  Mr.  Nelson  of  the  8th  of  March,  1824. 

It  also  appears  that,  in  the  fall  of  1823,  the  members  of  the  Span- 
ish government,  including  many  of  the  cortes,  fled  to  England  for 
protection,  and  when  peace  was  restored  of  course  the  officers  of 
the  government  returned  to  Spain  and  resumed  their  functions  at 
Madrid. 

This  condition  of  the  Spanish  government  reasonably  accounts  for 
the  delay  of  Mr.  Nelson  in  making  his  requisition  for  the  papers  in 
Meade's  c^e^  as  well   as   the  difficulty  in  Spain's  complying  with 
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it  in  season  to  enable  him  to  present  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
missioners. 

Elsventh.  That  Meade,  when  he  knew  negotiations  were  pending 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  for  a  treaty  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  upon  Spain,  and  the  cession  of  Florida,  on  the  7th  of  Jan* 
nary,  1819,  and  after  he  had  filed  his  claim  in  anticipation  of  a  treaty 
which  would  inclade  provision  for  it  with  others,  applied  to  the  Span- 
ish government  to  appoint  a  commission  to  certify  the  amount  due  to 
him. 

Meade,  in  his  letter  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  June  6, 

1818,  {4  S.  P.,  720,)  refers  to  these  negotiations  and  the  formation  of 
a  treaty,  and  said  he  was  ' 'confident  that,  whenever  such  an  event 
does  take  place,  provision  wUl  he  made  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens," 

He  made  his  statement  of  his  claims  on  the  5th  of  November,  1818, 
which  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  17th  of  January, 

1819,  by  Mrs.  Meade.     (Id.,  p.  721.)' 

He  was  informed  by  the  Secretary,  on  the  18th  of  November,  1818, 
that  no  grant  which  should  thereafter  be  made  by  the  King  of  Spain 
would  be  recognized  by  our  government,  and  was  informed  that  it  was 
the  President's  intention,  in  any  treaty  he  should  make,  to  secure  pro- 
vision for  the  claims  of  our  citizens.     (Id.,  721.) 

Having  all  this  knowledge,  Meade  applies  to  the  government  of 
Spain  at  Madrid,tin  the  month  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
to  have  his  claim  specially  adjusted  and  certified  ;  and  in  his  petition, 
among  other  things,  states  that  on  a  former  occasion  the  government 
had  been  indebted  to  him  |800,000  ''on  account  of  provisions  fur- 
nished by  him  for  the  maintenance  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  the  legitimate  King  of  Spain.'*     (MSS.,  p.  2.) 

On  pases  6  and  7  he  says :  "There  ought  to  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  tne  government  to  the  proposition  of  having  your  memorial- 
ist's claims  ascertained  and  settled,  the  payment  of  which  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  government  to  fix  on  such  advantageous  terms  that  it 
wUl  scarcely  have  that  name," 

This  language  could  refer  to  nothing  but  the  treaty  in  which  he  had 
been  advised  provision  would  be  made  to  pay  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens. Such  must  have  been  the  thought  which  would  occur  to  the 
Spanish  mind  by  his  suggestion. 

At  page  8  he  says :  "When  this  shall  be  done,  and  after  hearing 
what  your  petititioner  may  have  to  say,  and  the  propositions  thai;  he 
may  offer ^  they  (the  commission)  may  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  Majesty  the  means  which  they  may  think  mmt  advantageous  for 
executing  the  payment  of  this  debt" 

This  also  was  calculated  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  oflicials 
to  the  pending  negotiations  for  a  treaty  under  which  our  government 
would  be  called  upon  to  make  payment. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1819,  and  after  the  treaty  had  been  actually 
signed,  his  first  memorial  not  having  been  attended  to,  Meade  addresses 
a  second  memorial  to  the  Spanish  authorities  upon  the  same  subject, 
in  which  he  says : 

*'  This  just  and  simple  measure,  adopted  by  your  Majesty  on  many 
former  occasions,  is  as  conformable  to  justice  as  analogous  to  your 
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Majesty's  interest ;  a  measure  accompanied  with  no  expense  or  inconve- 
nience, and  best  calcalated  to  put  an  end  to  all  demands. 

'^Besides,  the  petitioner  has  not  demanded  an  immediate  payment  of 
what  may  be  the  balance  in  his  favor  ;  nay,  he  has  even  indicated  that 
he  will  propose  such  means  of  extinguishing  the  debt,  that,  if  adopted, 
the  royal  finance  will  be  able  to  do  it  without  any  immediate  disburse^ 
ment ^or  inconvenience.  If  the  intentions  of  your  petitioner  were  to 
injure  the  royal  finance  his  demands  deserve  to  be  disregarded,  but 
the  frankness  with  which  he  expresses  himself  contradicts  that  idea. 

''Your  memorialist  could  have  had  his  accounts  liquidated  by  asking 
your  Majesty  the  payment  of  any  fixed  sum^  and  this  measure  which 
could  have  been  adopted  in  a  private  and  disguised  manner  is  now 
rejected  because  it  has  been  proposed  with  frankness  and  good  faith." 

These  extracts  sho^  the  inducements  which  Meade  held  out  to  Spain 
to  make  an  adjustment. 

But  Spain  did  not  appoint  the  commission  until  the  7th  of  May, 
1819,  (MSS.,  p.  11,)  until  after  she  must  have  known  of  the  signature 
of  the  treaty  and  its  provisions,  of  which  Meade  had  an  intimation 
from  our  Secretary  of  State  the  year  before,  because  Mr.  Torsyth  had 
previously  arrived  in  Madrid.  As  early  as  the  18th,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
had  been  presented  and  commenced  his  duties  and  notified  the  Span- 
ish Secretary  that  he  was  prepared  to  exchange  ratifications.  (See  4 
S.  P.,  p.  654.)  These  inducements  produced  their  effect  as  soon  as 
the  Spanish  official  saw  in  authentic  form  in  the  treaty  what  Meade 
bad  been  hinting  at  in  his  memorials,  »nd  the  commission  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Twelfth.  The  government  of  the  United  States  was  not  a  party  or 
privy  in  the  adjustment  of  Meade's  claim,^  and  the  aid  given  by  the 
American  minister  was  like  that  conferred  in  obtaining  his  release 
from  imprisonment,  the  result  of  sympathy  and  personal  regard  for  a 
fellow-countryman  entertained  by  all  Americans,  whether  in  office  or 
not. 

1.  The  memorials  to  the  Spanish  government  were  signed  by  Meade 
in  his  own  name  and  on  his  own  account,  and  not  by  the  minister  in 
behalf  of  the  government,  as  they  show  on  their  face. 

2.  The  call  for  the  documents  on  which  the  junta  were  to  act  was 
made  upon  Meade,  and  not  upon  the  government.  (See  MSS.,  p.  14, 
21.) 

3.  A  schedule  of  these  documents,  furnished  by  Meade,  is  found  on 
,  page  14  to  19  of  the  manuscript  book. 

4.  Meade  enclosed  them  with  a  note  dated  on  the  15  th  of  May,  1819, 
after  he  must  have  known  of  the  treaty,  in  which  he  admits  the  receipt 
of  the  royal  order  appointing  the  junta,  it  being  enclosed  to  him  in- 
stead of  the  American  minister.     (See  id.,  p.  19.) 

5.  On  the  19th  of  May,  1819,  the  junta  sent  Meade  a  note  stating 
their  appointment,  and  informing  him  that  he  should  have  a  hearing. 
(Id.  p.  21.) 

On  the  31st  of  August  the  junta  made  the  following  call,  (see  id., 
pp.  21,  22  :) 
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^'  Madrid,  August  31,  1819. 

"  The  junta,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  orders  they  have  received 
to  liquidate  your  claims,  have  determined  that  you  should  present  the 
original  documents  or  bills  in  such  of  your  claims  as  from  their 
nature  may  have  them,  for  which  they  will  grant  you  a  correspondent 
receipt.  Which  determination  I  communicate  to  you  for  its  due 
execution,  in  order  that  the  junta  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  with 
that  exactitude  which  the  business  requires.  May  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

''  BRUNIO  VALLARINO. 
"Richard  W.  Meade,  Esq." 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1819,  Meade  made  the  following  answer, 
(see  id.,  pp.  22,  23 :) 

'*  Madrid,  September  1,  1819. 

"  In  reply  to  your  lordship's  official  note,  dated  yesterday,  requiring 
me  to  present  the  orignal  documents  or  drafts  of  such  of  my  claims 
as  from  their  nature  may  have  them,  and  for  which  your  lordship 
offers  to  give  me  a  correspondent  receipt,  for  the  better  execution  of 
the  settlement  of  my  claims,  in  which  the  junta  is  now  engaged,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  following,  viz :  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
8.  Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  for  my  satisfaction.  May 
Grod  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 

''  RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

*  *  His  Lordship  Don  Brunio  Vallarino.  ' ' 

6.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1819,  the  president  of  the  junta  ac- 
knowledges to  Meade  the  receipt  of  the  original  papers.    (Id.,  p.  23.) 

7.  On  the  9th  of  the  same  month  Meade  sends  otfier  origiual  papers, 
which  tie  president  acknowledges  on  the  15th.     ([d«,  p.  26.) 

8.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1820,  Meade  asks  tor  copies  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  junta,  and  on  the  9th  of  February  the  King  orders  copies 
to  be  furnished  him.     (Id.,  pp.  31,  32.) 

9.  When  the  liquidation  was  made,  JSfeade  waff  notified  by  the  pres- 
ident of  the  junta  and  by  the  minister.  (Id.,  pp.  93,  95.) 

10.  Meade  received  the  certificates  of  liquidation  and  transmitted 
them  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  if  th  of  August,  1820.  In 
his  letter  to  the  Secretary  he  says : 

''  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  for  your  information,  and  that  of  the 
President,  (if  you  will  please  to  communicate  them  to  him,)  three 
documents  ireceived  by  me  from  the  Spanish  government  on  the  sub- 
ject of  my  claims,  and  their  final  liquidation,  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  balance  due  me  by  the  Spanish  nation.  The  perusal  of 
these  documents  will,  I  trust,  convince  the  President  and  yourself  that 
the  interference  of  the  government  has  not  been  bestowed  on  a  per- 
son unworthy  of  the  high  consideration  he  has  received."  (4  S.  P., 
725.) 

In  reply,  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1820^ 
said :  '*  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  upon  the 
adjustment  of  your  accounts  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to  as- 
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sure  you  that  this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in  having 
at  all  contributed  to  this  satisfactory  result."     (Id.,  p.  725.) 

From  these  facts,  it  is  apparent  that  Meade  managed  the  whole  af- 
fair with  the  junta  for  himself,  and  that  the  only  participation  by  the 
American  minister  was  before  he  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  treaty, 
and  then  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  Meade  in  securing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  board  to  investigate  his  accounts,  which  Meade  de- 
sired to  have  appointed. 

Thirteenth.  Meade  entered  upon  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  and 
proceeded  with  the  settlement  after  he  knew  of  the  existence  of  the 
treaty,  and  must  have  understood  its  contents,  at  least  as  far  as  claims 
upon  Spain  were  concerned. 

The  treaty  was  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  and  was  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate  on  the  24th,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  received  it  with  his 
instructions  as  minister  to  Spain  on  the  8th  of^  March  thereafter,  (4 
S.  P.,  650,)  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Spain,  and  on  the  18th  of  May, 
the  same  day  on  which  Meade  enclosed  his  copies  of  vouchers  for  the 
junta,  Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  an  official  note  to  the  Spanish  Secretary 
of  State  (id.,  p.  654,)  informing  him  that  he  was  prepared  to  exchange 
ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

Although  the  treaty  was  not  published  at  length,  the  National  In- 
telligencer of  Thursday,  the  25th  of  February,  1819,  contained  a  sya- 
opsis  of  it,  which  was  copied  into  Niles'  Register  of  the  27th,  (p.  3,) 
in  which  the  following  will  be  found  : 

**  A  sum  not  exceeding  ^i;e  miUiona  of  dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  Florida,  or 
in  stock  or  money,  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  to  our  citizens  on  ac- 
count of  spoliations  and  other  injuries  received  by  them  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  or  from  the  government  of  the  colonies  of  Spain. 
To  liquidate  claims  a  board  is  to  be  constituted  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  of  American  citizen^,  to  consist  of  three  commis- 
sioners, who  are  to  make  their  report  within  three  years, 

"  There  is  a  mutiMl  renunciation^  on  the  part  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, of  further  claims  upon  each  other  for  spoliations,  &c. 

'^  These  are  the  essential  provisions  of  the  treaty,  which  is  to  take 
effect,  on  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  within  six  months  of  the  pres- 
ent date." 

Matters  of  do  much  interest,  published  in  two  such  prominent  jour- 
nals, could  not  fail  to  reach  Meade  and  attract  his  attention. 

Hence,  in  a  letter  or  memorial  of  his  of  the  20th  June,  1820,  near 
four  months  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  he  speaks 
of  the  merit  of  his  claim  and  insists  it  ought  to  be  paid  in  full,  and 
''be  deluded  from  eAl  pro  rata^  and  that  the  total  amount  should  be 
paid  with  interest  from  the  date  of  the  liquidation."     (See  MSS.) 

FomiTBENTH.  The  Spanish  government,  in  liquidating  and  certify- 
ing the  balance  4lue  Meade,  acted  under  the  expectation  and  belief 
that  the  United  States,  and  not  Spain,  were  to  pay  the  balance  which 
should  be  admitted  to  be  due  him. 

1.  The  written  intimations  in  Meade's  memorial  have  b«'en  stated 
under  another  head.     What  he  orally  9atc2to  the  King,  ministers,  and 
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junta,  under  these  intimations,  has  not  been  shown  in  evidence^  and 
cannot  be,  by  the  government. 

2.  The  statements  of  the  janta  in  their  report  are  oonclnsive  evi- 
dence of  their  understanding  of  the  matter.  The  following  extracts 
from  it  bear  apon  this  point : 

*'  The  junta  heard  Mr.  Meade  as  it  was  commanded,  and  he  pre- 
sented to  it  an  exposition,  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  No.  1, 
as  also  a  statement  of  his  reclamations,  No.  2  ;^he  expressing  verbally 
to  the  junta  that  his  desires  were  to  have  his  claims  settled  in  order 
to  daim  the  amount  from  the  govemmeni  of  the  United  Stages  in  case 
that  the  treaty  pending  between  the  two  nations  should  be  ratified. 
On  the- contrary  case,  he  would  propose  to  his  Majesty  to  receive  the 
amount  in  lands,  or  in  some  other  way,  in  America ;  being  persuaded, 
as  he  was,  of  the  impossibility  of  being  paid  here  on  account  of  the 
present  stat^  of  the  finances  of  the  nation."  (MSS.  35.) 

Referring  to  John  Dickson's  claim,  for  which  Meade  made  a  claim 
as  agent,  and  the  reasons  for  allowing  it  to  Meade,  the  junta  (id.,  p. 
53)  say : 

<<  Besides,  by  crediting  Meade  with  the  amount,  the  royal  finance  is 
discharged  at  once  of  this  payment,  forming  a  body  with  the  whole  of 
the  claims  to  be  received  in  the  manner  already  indicated." 

<<  Again,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  for  several  American  houses  which 
he  represents,  stands  in  the  same  case.  These  American  houses  were 
owners  of  flour  conveyed  to  James  Wardrop,  who  was  ordered  to  be 
paid  for  it  and  received  a  draft." 

Thia  claim,  to  the  amount  of  841,877  reals^  was  on  the  same  ground 
allowed  to  Meade.  (Id.,  63,  54.) 

3.  At  page  89  the  junta  say  to  the  King,  whose  approval  was 
necessary : 

''Besides  the  honor  of  terminating  this  business,  the  royal  finance 
irould  have  this  advantage,  that  the  creditor,  being  disposed  to  com- 
promise  the  matter  and  to  make  some  sacrifice,  would  willingly  accept 
the  half  of  what^  after  further  examination  and  discussion,  he  could  not 
but  claim  in  totamj  the  arrangements  for  the  payment  remaining  pend* 
ing^  in  which  the  creditor  likewise,  taking  into  consideration  the  pecu' 
liar  circumstanecs  of  the  State,  reserves  to  himself  the  right  qf  nuking 
propositions  which  would  be  in  conformity  to  his  generous  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  Spain." 

This  shows  that  it  was  not  expected  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury, 
but  by  the  United  States,  or  in  land  in  America,  notwithstanding  the 
expreaaions  in  the  conclusion  of  the  report  to  the  contrary. 

The  royal  order^  at  pages  103,  104,  directs,  ''  that  the  document 
which  the  junta  shall  jmake  must  be  couched  in  general  terms  without 
making  any  mention  about  iYie particular  mode  of  payment.** 

The  junta  then  add :  ^'after  holding  several  conferences  with  the 
concerned,  we  have  compromised  the  mattery  and  agreed"  upon  speci* 
fied  amounts  for  himself  and  as  agent. 

FiFTEBSTH.  In  the  Spanish  liquidation  allowances  were  made  which 
were  not  authorized  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

By  the  treaty  the  claims  renounced  were  ''all  claims  for  damages  or 
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ifguries  which  they  themselves  as  well  as  their  respective  eUizens  and 
subjects  may  have  suffered  until  the  time  of  this  treaty." 

These  claims  were  further  defined  in  the  same  article,  by  saying 
they  extended  ^'to  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  statements  of  which  soliciting  the  interposition 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  been  presented  to  the 
Department  of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain, 
since  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802,  and  until  the  signature  of 
this  treaty." 

The  1 1th  article  provides  that  ^Hhe  United  States,  exonerating 
Spain  from  all  demands  in  future  on  account  of  the  -claims  of  their 
citizens  to  which  the  renunciations  herein  extend,  and,  considering 
them  entirely  cancelled,  undertake  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  same 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars." 

The  treaty  was  signed  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  subsequent  to 
which  no  additions  could  be  made.  The  date  of  the  final  Spanish 
liquidation  is  May  17,  1820. 

1.  Interest  on  divers  large  sums  was  allowed  for  one  year  and 
about  three  months  after  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  included  in  and 
form  a  portion  of  the  general  balance  certified  to  be  due  from  Spain 
to  Meade. 

This  was  clearly  not  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
The  interest  so  included  amounts  to  a  large  sum,  but  the  exact  amount 
is  not  stated. 

2.  The  certificate  of  liquidation  includes  amounts  due  James  Dick- 
son and  James  Wurdrop,  of  which  Meade  had  not  filed  statements 
either  in  the  Department  of  State  or  with  our  minister  in  Spain,  and 
which  were  not  debts  due  to  Meade  individually,  and  could  not  be  law- 
fully awarded  to  him.  These  items,  wrongfully  included,  amount  to 
2,314^477  reals,  including  interest,  or  over  $115,000. 

These  items  werd  not  within  the  treaty,  and  could  not  have  been 
awarded  to  Meade  by  the  American  commissioners,  if  the  original 
evidences  of  d^bt  had  been  produced. 

3.  The  certificate  of  liquidation  includes  a  large  claim  for  injuries 
sustained  by  Meade  for  his  imprisonment,  not  by  the  government  of 
Spain,  but  by  the  judicial  authorities  at  the  suit  of  a  private  individual 
in  the  course  of  the  judicial  proceedings. 

The  exact  amount  thus  allowed  cannot  be  very  accurately  ascer- 
tained, because  what  was  claimed  oq  this  account  was  included  with 
four  other  items^  (pp.  80,  81,)  amounting,  in  all  to  8,600,000  reals, 
and  the  whole  compromised  by  agreement  (p.  104)  at  5,461^500  reals 
vellons.  How  much  of  this  deduction  of  3,038,600  was  on  account  of 
his  claim  of  $2,000,000  ($100,000)  is  not  shown,  though,  as  at  first 
allowed,  it  was  set  down  at  $76,000.  His  claim  for  imprisonment  cer- 
tainly forms  a  large  portion  of  the  claim  allowed. 

It  is  clear  that  this  formed  no  legal  claim  against  the  Spanish 
government  or  any  one  else,  if  the  proceedings  of  the  court  were 
regular. 

McDermot  prosecuted  Meade  according  to  the  forms  of  the  law  and 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings  in  courts.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  he  did  so  at  the  instance  of  the  Spanish  government.    If  the 
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King  declared  the  imprisonment  illegal^  it  did  not  make  it  so;  nor  if 
that  was  true,  did  it  make  the  government  liable^  although  McDer- 
mot  may  have  subjected  himself  to  damages.  This  was  a  claim  clearly 
not  within  the  provisions  or  intentions  of  the  treaty. 

It  follows  from  these  facts  that  this  item  was  not  allowable  under 
the  treaty,  and  could  not  have  been  allowed  by  the  American  commis-* 
sioners  if  it  had  been  presented  and  proved. 

4.  Nearly  all  the  claims  allowed  by  the  Spanish  junta  are  indefinite 
and  uncertain,  and  were  not  specified  in  Meade's  statement  filed  in  the 
Department  of^State  before  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

His  statement  specifies  three  classes  of  claims.  (8.  B.  109,  pp. 
16,17.) 

1.  Sales  of  goods  to  the  government  under  contracts,  loans  of  specie, 
and  provisions,  "  Kbramientos  (warrants  or  orders  for  payment)  for 
specific  sums,"  which  admitted  of  no  didpute. 

2.  A  demand  for  damages  and  actual  losses  on  a  bill  of  exchange  of 
$300,000,  of  which  only  fSO^OOO  was  paid,  and  that  in  tobacco. 

3.  For  his  illegal  imprisonment. 

The  memorial  states :  *^  The  foregoing  comprise  all  of  Meade's  per- 
sonal claims." 

A  very  large  share  of  the  claims  actually  allowed  is  not  covered  by 
either  of  the  above  descriptions,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
allowances.     (See  Appendix  B.) 

These  fiacts  would  vitiate  the  certificates  of  liquidation,  if  they  were 
legal  and  proper  in  other  recTpocts.  It  is  clear  that  the  allowa.nce8 
made  to  Meade  had  no  reference  to  the  statement  of  his  claims  filed 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  for  that  cause  alone  the  liquidation 
could  not  have  been  allowed  by  the  American  commissioners. 

SiXTEBHTH.  Meade's  assumption  that  it  was  contemplated  by  him 
and  Spain,  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  liquidation,  that  it  was  expected 
the  amount  certified  would  be  paid  out  of  the  royal  Spanish  treasury^ 
i«  disproved  by  his  own  acts  as  well  as  those  of  Spain. 

The  final  liquidation  was  certified  to  him  the  17th  May,  1820. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  he  then^  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  presented 
these  certificates  at  the  royal  treasury  for  payment,  although  the 
treaty  was  not  then  ratified  by  Spain^  and  was  not  for  almost  five 
months  thereafter.  If  he  had  expeeted  his  pay  at  the  royal  treasury 
he  would  naturally  have  sone  there  for  it.* 

Instead  of  demanding  nis  pay  while  in  Spain,  he  lefl  there,  prob- 
ably in  June,  as  Mri  Forsyth,  on  the  20th  of  May,  wrote  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  as  follows : 

*'  Mr.  Meade,  whose  business  with  the .  government  is  arranged 
Miirfacicrily  to  himself  j  will  carry  this  to  the  United  States.  I  shall 
prevail  npon  him,  if  practicable,  to  carry,  enclosed  to  you^  files  of  the 
Spanish  newspapers  up  to  the  day  of  his  departure  from  Madrid/' 
(4  8.  P. ,  p.  724.) 

He  arrived  at  Pnihtdelphia,  from  whence,  on  the  17th  of  August, 
1820,  he  enclosed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  certificates  of  liquida- 
tion which  he  had  received  in  May  from  the  Spanish  government.  He 
said,  (4  8.  P.,  726:) 

''  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  for  your  information,  and  that  of  the  Pre- 
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sident,  (if  you  will  please  to  communicate  them  to  him,)  three  doca- 
ments,  received  by  me  from  the  Spanish  government,  on  the  subject 
of  my  claims,  their  final  liquidation,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
balance  due  me  by  the  Spanish  nation.  *  ♦  *  «  x  suppose  that 
you  are  aware  that  the  cortes  will  meet  on  the  .9th  of  July,  and  that, 
by  the  constitution,  they  could  remain  only  four  months  in  session  ; 
and  that,  of  course,  everything  that  was  to  be  done  must  be  accomplished 
within  that  period." 

If  Meade  really  relied  upon  obtaining  payment  from  the  Spanish 
royal  treasury,  he  could  have  had  no  motive  in  quitting  Spain  with- 
out calling  for  his  pay,  nor  for  depositing:  in  our  State  Department 
the  certificates  showing  the  amount  due  him,  nor  any  for  alluding  to 
the  session  of  the  cortes,  where  the  question  for  ratifying  the  treaty 
was  still  pending,  and  the  only  business  before  it  in  which  we  were 
interested.  But  Meade  understood  that,  if  the  treaty  should  be  rati- 
fied, he  was  to  be  paid  under  it,  because,  in  his  letter  to  the  cortes  of 
the  20th  of  June,  1820,  he  speaks  of  it  ^'  Sia  being  comprised  within  ike 
stiptdated  indemnities..*' 

The  statements  of  Meade  in  his  memorials  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  those  of  the  junta  that  liquidated  liis  accounts,  most  con- 
clusively prove  that  neither  expected  that  the  amount  certified  to  be 
due  would  be  paid  out  of  the  royal  treasury. 

Seventeenth.  Meade's  claim  to  special  preference  in  payment  was 
not  approved  by  the  recorded  transactions  of  either  government,  while 
omission  to  conform  to  his  expressed  wishes  in  that  respect  is  proof 
that  neither  expected  nor  desired  it. 

In  his  petition  of  the  20th  June,  1820,  to  the  cortes,  Meade  asks 
to  be  relieved  from  the  effect  of  a  pro  rata  in  the  distribution  of  the 
five  million  fund  provided  in  the  treaty. 

He  said :  ^'  It  now  remains  to  make  the  payment  of  this  sum  efifec- 
tive.  Of  the  justice  and  preference^  it  is  unnecessary  to  treat,  but  only 
to  determine  in  what  manner  the  payment  is  to  be  made,  conciliating 
as  far  as  possible  the  urgency  of  this  obligation  with  the  state  of  the 
resources  of  the  government.  In  consideration  thereof,  Meade  has 
determined  to  propose  to  the  Spanish  congress,  that  if  it  should  adopt 
the  resolution  of  ratifying  the  treaty  of  cession  of  the  territory  of  the 
Floridas  to  the  American  republic,  that  it  would  keep  in  mind  that 
this  debt,  in  order,  as  being  comprised  in  the  stipulated  indemnities^ 
that  ihe  payment  of  this  sum  should  erUer' as  a  condition  "with  that 
preference  which  justice,  the  privUeged  nature  of  the  demand,  and  its 
merit  require,  for  which  purpose  it  ought  to  be  excluded  from  all  pro 
rata^  and  that  the  total  amount  should  be  paid  with  interest  from  the 
date  of  the  liquidation,  agreeably  to  what  is  contained  in  the  agree- 
ment, and  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  King — that  is,  until  the  payment 
is  actually  made. 

'^  But  in  case  the  ratification  should  not  take  place,  and  this  agree- 
ment should  not  be  made,  it  is  then  indispensably  necessi^ry  that 
congress  should  issue  a  corresponding  decree,  ^n  order  that  the  govern- 
ment may  pay  this  obligation  by  the  national  treasury,  in  such  a 
manner,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  made  compatible  with  the 
exigences  of  the  present  day,  should  not,  at  all  events,  be  prolonged 


BICHABD  W.   MEADE.  81 

beyond  a  short  and  fixed  period — as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
the  debt  and  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the  Spanish  nation,  for* 
tanately  placed  under  the  charge  of  its  representatives,  require." 

In  this  communication,  Meade  had  two  objects  in  view :  one  to  se- 
cure the  ratification  of  the  treaty  so  as  to  obtain  indemnity^  and  the 
other,  to  secure  such  a  modification  or  condition  as^would  entitle  him 
to  full  payment,  instead  of  coming  in  for  a  pro  rata  with  others. 

The  ratification  was  secured,  but  the  cortes  did  not  comply  with  his 
wishes  as  to  the  pro  rata^  and  no  such  condition  was  made  in  his 
favor. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  deposition,  (4  S.  P.,  728,)  says  : 

"  Having  learned  by  accident  that  and  attempt  was  about  to  be 
made  to  make  a  distinction  favorable  to  Mr.  Meade  between  his  claim 
and  the  claim  of  other  persons  embraced  in  the  treaty,  I  expressed 
my  oonvictions  to  Mr.  De  la  Bosa  that  the  claim  was  just,  and  was 
provided  for  by  the  treaty,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  share  the  same 
fate,  as  to  its  payment,  with  the  equally  just  claims  of  other  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  The  cortes  deliberated  in  secret  session  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  of  1819  and  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim." 

Hence,  it  is  certain  that  the  effort  to  obtain  a  preference  was  made 
upon  the  cortes,  and  failed,  and  doubtless  for  the  reason  assigned  by 
Mr.  Forsyth. 

Sabeeqently,  Meade  made  the  like  effort  with  our  government,  and 
failed. 

After  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  before  its  final 
ratification  by  the  Senate,  Meade,  under  date  of  February  8,  1821, 
(4  8.  P.,  704,^  addressed  a  long  communication  to  the  President, 
claiming  that  ne  ought  to  have,  and  was  entitled  to,  a  preference,  and 
that  hie  claim  ought  to  be  paid  in  full. 

Upon  this  paper  the  Secretary  of  State  made  a  report,  and  both 
were  sent  to  the  Senate  with  the  treaty.  The  Secretary,  (p.  704,) 
among  other  things,  says : 

*'  With  regard  to  the  material  facts  alleged  by  Mr.  Meade  in  sup* 
port  of  his  claim  to  a  distinct  and  separate  engagement,  involved  m 
the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  whole  of  his 
liquidated  demana  upon  Spain,  he  has  been  misinformed.  Neither 
his^  nor  any  other  individual  claim,  was  ever  mentioned  between  the 
negotiators  of  the  treaty ;  no  proposal  was  consequently  ever  made 
by  Mr.  Onis  that  it  should  be  inserted  by  name.  It  was  kncrwn  that 
Mr.  Meade  had  a  large  uniiquidated  claim  on  the  Spanish  government, 
and  he  had  been  informed,  according  to  his  request,  that  it  would  be 
considered  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  common  with 
others,  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  ;  but  of  the  amount  or  validity 
of  the  claim,  this  government  had  no  knowledge  sufficient  to  warrant 
any  special  engagement  to  assume  it  had  such  a  proposal  been  made, 
and  by  Mr.  Meaae's  own  statement  it  was  not  liquidated  until  near  a 
year  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  then  without  the  privity  of 
tkit  gavemmenty  and  not  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty  for 
all  daims  provided  for  in  it. 

"  The  argument  of  Mr.  Meade's  memorial  drawn  from  the  law  of 
nations,  as  in  his  opinion  applicable  to  the  case  and  founded  upon  a 
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statement  o/faciay  the  moat  essential  of  which  are  unfoundedy  may  be 
left  to  the  sound  jadgment  of  the  Senate.  "*"  *  *  No  special  pro- 
yision  for  the  individual  claim  of  Meade^  no  express  renunciation  of  it, 
was  ever  made  or  contemplated  bj  the  treaty,  nor  was  any  mention 
made  of  it  by  Oeneral  Yives  in  delivering  to  me  the  ratification  of 
his  sovereign. 

By  the  statement  of  the  memorial  itself,  it  was  questionable  to  the 
cortes  and  to  the  Spanish  Minister. of  Finance,  whether  it  was  included 
in  the  renunciation  of  the  ninth  article  or  not. .  If  it  was,  Mr.  Meade 
will  be  entitled  to  the  indemnities  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  the 
forms  provided  by  the  same  instrument ;  if  it  was  not,  his  resort 
is,  as  it  origiually  was,  exclusively  to  the  Spanish  government ;  and 
the  cortes,  in  recognising  his  claim,  have  given  directions  for  its  pay- 
ment." 

The  Senate,  in  not  acting  in  conformity  with  Meade's  request  to  the 
President,  it  is  presumed,  took,  the  same  view  of  the  matter  as  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  did.  The  preference  claimed  and  that  made  upon 
his  certificate  of  liquidation  was  refused.  It  follows,  that  in  their 
opinion  Meade  was  not  entitled  to  receive  what  he  claimed,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  if  his  claim  was  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States, 
it  was  to  be  paid  upon  the  original  unliquidated  indebtedness,  and 
not  upon  the  Spanish  liquidation  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the 
treaty. 

The  Secretary's  statement  disproves  the  hearsay  statements  madeaa 
coming  from  Mr.  Onis,  and  Mr.  Forsyth's  affidavit  fully  negatives  the 
other  assumption,  that  the  cortes  only  consented  to  the  ratification 
after  learning  that  Meade's  claim  was  provided  for. 

It  was  clear,  that  if  Meade  had  filed  his  claim  in  the  Department  of 
State,  his  case  was  provided  for,  and  that  was  the  only  fact  which  did 
not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  treaty  itself.  All  inquiries  by  mem- 
bers of  the  cortes  must  have  related  to  that  fact  alone,  because  they 
had  the  treaty  before  them  which  told  them  every  thing  else  in  an 
indisputable  form. 

Eighteenth.  The  allegation  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  de- 
pended upon  whether  Meade's  claim  was  provided  for  or  not,  is  un- 
supported by  fact;  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  disproved  by  high  evi- 
dence. 

It  has  been  assumed  by  the  claimant,  and  proof  has  been  ofiered  to 
show,  that  the  cortes  would  not  have  consented  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  but  for  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Forsyth  that  Meade's  case  was 
specially  provided  for. 

Meade  knew  it  was  not  specially  provided  for,  and  so  told  the  cortes 
by  his  memorial  of  the  20th  June^  1820,  and  that  body  must  hare 
known  that  fact  from  that  paper.  The  cortes  also  knew  it  was  not 
qiecially  provided  for,  because  there  was  no  such  provision  in  the 
treaty.  Instead  of  there  being  such  provision,  Meade  asked  them  to 
make  and  insert  one  which  would  cover  the  claim  as  liquidated. 

Those  members  of  the  cortes  who  have  made  affidavits  sustaining 
the  assumption  by  Meade,  are  met,  not  only  by  these  fitcts,  but  bj 
Spanish  and  American  documentS|  which  cannot  be  disputed. 
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On  the  6tli  of  October,  1820,  De  Castro,  miaidter  of  Foreign  Des- 
patch, wrot^  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (S.  P.,  696  :) 

**  E[is  Majesty  would  have  immediately  proceeded  to  command  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  to  be  extended,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  circumstance  that  your  excellency's  government,  after 
confirming  and  ratifying  on  its  part  the  said  instrument  as  the  pleni- 
potentiaries duly  authorized  by  the  high  contracting  parties  had  ex- 
tended it,  manifested  a  desire  to  have  some  explanations  or  modifica- 
tions in  the  text  of  the  eighth  article,  which  relates  to  the  property 
of  certain  unoccupied  tojaX  lands  in  both  Floridas.  This  incident, 
or  proposal  of  modification,  made  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  has  contributed  in  a  great  part  to  the  delay  and  difficul- 
ties which  have  occurred,  might  have  rendered  improper  at  that  time, 
and  an  event  little  agreeable  to  the  American  government,  a  ratifica- 
tion extended  in  the  usual  form,  which,  relapsing  upon  the  said  in- 
Etrument,  with  all  and  each  of  its  clauses  and  articles,  would,  conse- 
quently, embrace  those  of  the  eighth  article,  referred  to,  in  the  form 
in  which  it  had' been  conceived." 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1819,  Mr.  Salmon  wrote  Mr.  Forsyth.  In 
excusing  action  in  ratifying  the  treaty  by  Spain,  he  said : 

"His  Majesty  has,  in  consequence^  commanded  me  to  inform  you, 
in  reply,  that  on  reflecting  on  the  great  importance  and  interest  of  the 
treaty  in  question,  he  is  under  the  indispensable  necessity  of  examin- 
ing it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  deliberation  before  he  rat- 
ifies it." 

General  Vivos,  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  April,  1820,  (4  S.  P., 
630,)  professes  to  state  the  grounds  of  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty 
l>j  Spain  ;  does  not  allude  to  Meade's  claim,  but  calls  for  explanations 
of  divers  matters,  and  winds  up  by  insisting  that  the  United  States 
should  '^form  no  relations  with  the  pretended  governments  of  the  re- 
Tolted  provinces  of  Spain  situate  beyond  sea." 

On  the  14th  of  April  and  5th  of  May,  1820,  he  goes  fully  into  these 
matters.     In  the  latter  he  says  : 

''In  the  event  of  the  King  receiving  as  satisfactory  the  answer  of 
jour  government  to  the  third  point  of  my  proposals,  (concerning  rec- 
ognizing colonial  governments,  the  abrogation  of  the  grants  will  be  at- 
tended with  no  difficulty,  nor  has  that  ever  been  the  chief  motive  for 
suspending^  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  for  the  thorough  comprehen* 
sion  of  which  I  waive  at  present  any  reply  to  the  remarks  which  you. 
are  pleased  to  offer  on  that  subject." 

Under  date  of  January  3,  1820,  Mr.  Forsyth  wrote  (4  S.  P.,  675) 
that  Count  Bulgary  informed  him  that  the  Duke  San  Fernando 
'^oould  not  give  me  any  assurances,  (about  the  ratification,)  such  waa 
the  predominating  infiuence  of  the  grantees  with  the  King." 

In  a  letter  dated  July  13,  1820,  (4  S.  P.,  pp.  691-'2,)  he  said : 

''I  questioned  whether  he  (Yiveis)  had  ever  met  with  a  similar  case 
in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  and  that  I  was  not  a  little  warm,  but  in- 
dignant, at  seeing  the  character  of  a  great  nation^  and  its  peace,  and 
that  of  my  own  country,  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  sake  and  by  the  in- 
trigues of  selfish  individuals." 


84  BICHARD   W«  HEADE. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth  wrote  the  Secretary  of 
State: 

^'The  most  interesting  fact  that  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  is, 
that  the  affair  of  the  grants  is  not  the  sole  or  principal  difficulty  with 
this  government.  *  *  *  *  j  intimated  to  Mr.  Salmon  that  the 
difficulty  in  relation  to  the  donation  could  be  obviated  here.  His  re-* 
ply  was,  that  there  were  other  points  upon  which  the  King  wished 
explanations.  What  these  were  I  have  collected  from  other  sources. 
The  first  and  great  object  is  to  procure  an  assurance  that  we  will  not 
recognize  Buenos  Ayres,  &c.  The  extreme  pertinacity  and  anxiety 
on  tnis  subject  had  its  origin  in  the  disclosure  made  by  Great  Britain 
of  the  conversations  of  Mr.  Bush  and  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  con- 
templated reception  of  a  consul  general  to  reside  officially  in  the 
United  States  from  the  provinces  of  La  Plata." 

Not  a  word  in  this  long  despatch  about  the  non-specification  of 
Meade's  claim  being  the  obstacle  to  ratification. 

In  Mr.  Forsyth's  letter  of  the  28th  of  October,  1819,  (4  S.  P.,  666,) 
he  says : 

''I  am  told  here  that  the  proceedings  in  these  donations  werei  sus- 
pended for  some  time  ;  that  Alagon,  Punon  Bostro,  and  Vargas,  were 
required  to  give  up,  and  did  surrender,  their  grants  to  the  crown  ; 
and  that  Punon  Bostro  was  preparing,  if  he  did  not  actually  make,  a 
memorial  to  the  King  for  certain  commercial  privileges  as  a  remunera- 
tion for  his  I089." 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1820,  President  Monroe  communicated  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress  on  this  subject,  in  which  he  said  : 

''It  appears,  however,  that  the  treaty  is  still  unratified,  and  that 
the  minister  (Gen.  Vives)  has  no  authority  to  surrender  the  territory. 
The  object  of  his  mission  has  been  to  make  complaints  and  to  demand 
explanations  respecting  a  reputed  system  of  hostility,  on  the  part  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the  subjects  and  dominions  of 
Spain,  and  an  unfriendly  policy  in  their  government,  and  to  obtain 
new  stipulations  against  these  alleged  injuries  as  the  condition  on 
which  the  treaty  should  be  ratified." 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1820,  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  writing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  said  ; 

''Mr.  Jabal  did  not  omit  to  suggest,  what  I hnew perfectly  iveUy  thcU 
the  accomplishment  af  the  expectations  of  the  PresidefU  tvotdd  have  to  be 
imputed  to  the  recent  revolution  in  Spain/' 

These  facts  conclusively  prove  that  it  was  not  a  desire  to  provide 
specially  for  Meade  that  caused  the  delay  in  the  action  of  the  Spanish 
government  in  ratifying  the  treaty. 

The  Spanish  grantees  doubtless  threw  all  obstacles  which  they  could 
in  the  way.  Great  Britain  may  have  done  the  same,  as  they  had 
some  griefs  of  their  own  treasured  up  against  Q-eneral  Jackson  for  his 
acts  in  Florida. 

Nineteenth.  That  Meade  did  not  produce  such  evidence  within  the 
time  which  the  board  was  authorized  to  act  as  they  required,  and  they 
therefore  rejected  his  claim,  and  distributed  the  five-million  fund 
among  the  other  claimants,  who  received  a  dividend  of  about  ninety 
per  cent,  on  the  claims  proved. 
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facts    stppear  in  Meade's, petitions  and  in  yarious  docnments 
in  the  case.      Tl^ere  is  no  dispute  upon  this  point. 

They  b1[io'w,  oonclasively,  that  the  fund  provided  for  the  payment 
ofthe  claiTiiB  of  onr  citizens  was  fully  applied  and  wholly  exhausted  in 
paying  claims  tlxat  were  established  under  the  treaty  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  tlie  "board  ;  and  if  anything  shall  be  paid  to  Meade^  it  will  be 
taken  direct  from  the  treasuiy. 

TwESTiETH.  There  were  numerous  other  claimants  who  omit- 
ted to  present  or  failed  to  prove  their  claims^  and  that  they  were 
rejected. 

The  docutnents  before  me  do  not  show  the  number  or  amount.  The 
Hon.  Silas  Wright  stated,  in  1838,  to  the  Senate,  that  the  claims  pre- 
sented amounted  to  about  |40,000,000.  (See  Gong.  Globe  and  Ap- 
pendix, V.  6,  114.)  All  but  about  five  millions  had  been  rejected  by 
the  commissioners  for  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  offered  to  support 
them,  and  that  in  this  respect  Meade  stood  in  the  same  situation  with 
others  who  failed  to  support  their  claims  by  sufficient  proof. 

TwKNTY-FiKST.  A  portion  of  the  original  documents  showing  Meade's 
claims  were  returned  to  him  by  the  Spanish  junta,  and  might,  there- 
fore^ have  been  produced  to  the  American  commissioners. 

Meade  presented  his  claims  in  classes,  and  they  were  acted  upon  in 
classes  by  the  junta. 

In  the  report  of  the  junta  of  the  19th  of  September,  1819,  after 
Meade  had  sent  to  that  body  his  original  documents,  (p.  137  of  the 
ilSS.,)  they  say: 

*'In  the  plan,  No.  2,  (p.  69,)  Meade  reduces  his  claims  to  twelve  ; 
and  separately  he  claims,  under  No.  3,  two  more  belonging  to  some 
American  citizens  whose  agent  he  is  ;  making  altogether  fourteen. 

Oat  of  these,  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
thirteenth,  and  fourteenth,  are  for  sums  actually  due  to  him,  which 
he  claims  with  interest.  The  original  documents  of  each  of  these  have 
been  presented  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  junta,  and  they  have  been  returned. 
Koe.  2,  9,  10,  11,  12,  are  claims  for  damages,  which  he  likewise  de- 
mands.'' 

The  allowance  for  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  13,  and  14  is  at  page  69,  and 
amounts  in  vellons  to  4,361,571  11^,  or  $218,078  55.  As  to  these, 
Meade  had  the  original  vouchers,  and  could  have  presented  them  to 
the  American  commissioners,  and  it  was  indisputably  his  own  fault 
that  he  did  not  do  so,  and  therefore  he  must  abide  the  conse- 
quences. 

TwKinT-SEcoND.  Mcadc's  claim  as  presented  to  the  American  com- 
missioners, was  not  within  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  could  not 
have  been  lawfully  allowed  under  it  with  justice  to  the  other  claim- 
ants, whose  demands  were  lawfully  proved  as  coming  within  its  pro- 
visions. 

The  treaty  provided  for  the  release  of  only  such  claims  as  existed^ 
and  notice  of  which  had  been  filed,  and  a  request  made  upon  the  gov- 
ernment to  take  charge  of  them,  prior  to  the  22d  of  February,  1819, 
and  none  others  were  allowable  by  the  commissioners,  or  payable  by 
the  government.  As  to  the  fund  provided  for  the  creditors,  the  United 
States  were  mere  stakeholders^  having  no  interest  if  there  were  legal 
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claimants  proving  their  demands  sufficient  to  exhaust  it  so  as  to  leave 
no  surplus.  The  record  shows  that  the  claims  actually  proved  and 
allowed  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  fund  to  he  distributed.  It  fol- 
lows^  that  these  several  claimants  were  the  real  parties  in  interest  in 
the  proceedings  before  the  board.  A  wrong  or  a  right  decision  could 
neither  benefit  nor  injure  the  government,  but  would  affect  the  claim- 
ants only.  The  exclusion  of  Meade's  claim  was  of  no  advantage  to 
the  United  States,  although  it  did  benefit  the  other  claimants  whose 
claims  were  allowed.  The  latter  had  the  right  to  object  to  the  allow'- 
ance  of  all  claims  not  proved  to  be  within  the  treaty.  In  excluding 
Meade's  evidence,  the  board  only  performed  its  duty  to  these  other 
claimants. 

The  only  evidence  oflfered  by  Meade  was  in  relation  to  claims  whose 
only  pretence  of  validity  was  the  certificate  of  Spanish  officials,  made 
upVards  of  a  year  after  the  time  specified  as  the  latest  date  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty. 

The  commissioners  could  not  say  that  this  after-transaction  was  one 

{)rovided  for  fifteen  months  before  it  occurred.  The  treaty,  in  its  re- 
inquishment,  did  dot  provide  for  or  cover  this  case.  The  release  re- 
lated to  unsettled  claims  existing  before  the  treaty,  the  validity  and 
amount  of  which  were  to  be  judged  of  by  the  commissioners,  and  not 
by  Spain.  The  treaty  did  not  provide  for  the  relinquishment  of  the 
after-transactions  of  either  the  claimants  or  of  Spain.  The  only  claim 
presented  by  Meade  was  one  bearing  date  over  a  year  after  the  treaty, 
and  which  was  neither  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners 
nor  within  the  release  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  treaty.  It  would 
have  been  unjust,  as  well  as  illegal,  as  against  the  other  claimants,  to 
have  allowed  it. 

This  question  was  ably  discussed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Salmon,  dated  the  29th  of  April,  1823,  which  is  annexed  as 
Appendix  C. 

Twenty-third.  That,  under  the  circumstances  which  surrounded 
the  Spanish  government,  there  was  no  violation  of  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1819,  which  provides  said  government  should  furnish 
documents  and  elucidations  in  their  possession  for  the  adjustment  ot 
the  claims  which  were  to  be  settled  by  said  commissioners. 

All  that  could  be  demanded  of  Spain  under  this  provision  was  an 
honest  and  fair  effort  to  comply  with  it.  It  has  been  shown  that  a 
large  portion  of  Meade's  vouchers  were  returned  to  him  subsequent  to 
the  Spanish  liquidation.  He  delayed  from  April,  1822,  when  he 
knew  the  views  of  the  commissioners  concerning  his  evidence, 
until  April  18,  1823,  before  he  asked  their  interposition  in  obtaining 
the  documentary  evidence.  Shortly  thereafter  the  State  Department 
directed  our  minister  in  Spain  to  call  for  it.  Owing  to  a  rebellion  in 
Spain,  the  old  government  was  driven  away  from  its  capital,  first  to 
Seville  and  then  to  Cadiz,  and  it  was  not  until  the  19th  of  December, 
1823,  that  the  American  minister  was  enabled  to  make  a  formal  call 
upon  the  Spanish  Secretary  for  the  papers  wanted.  The  archives  of 
the  government  were  then  scattered  at  the  different  places  to  which 
the  Spanish  King  and  officials  had  been  driven.  There  is  no  delay 
proved  in  collecting  the  papers  and  complying  with  the  demand  upon 
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Spain.  Bat  before  the  labor  could  be  accomplished  the  time  expired 
within  which  Meade  could  present  his  evidence  to  the  commissioners, 
and  hence  his  claim  was  rejected. 

But  if  Spain  had  been  negligent  in  nerforming  this  requirement  of 
the  treatj,  and  had  thereby  subjected  herself  to  such  damages  as  the 
neglect  might  occasion,  still  it  does  not  lay  the  foundation  of  a  valid 
claim  upon  the  United  States. 

If  called  upon  to  declare  why  she  did  not  furnish  the  papers^  Spain 
might  show  that  Meade  had,  in  fact,  received  back  aU  the  origindla, 
or  that  there  were  no  documents  of  any  value  to  him  as  evidence  in 
her  possession.  She  might  answer  that  the  treaty  only  looked  to  the 
'^documents  and  elucidations''  which  she  then  had,  and  not  to  those 
voluntarily  given  her  by  the  claimant  near  a  year  afterwards.  Such 
answer  would  be  full  and  complete,  and  could  not  be  reasonably  objected 
to.  Clearly  the  treaty  did  not  intend  to  make  provision  for  after 
transactions  between  Spain  and  the  claimants.  If  for  purposes  of  their 
own  the  claimants^  who,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty,  had  their 
ori^nal  ^'  documents  and  elucidations,"  chose  to  give  them  to  Spain, 
their  possession  afterwards  was  a  question  solely  between  them  and 
Spain.  Their  redelivery  after  the  claimants  had  thus  parted  with 
them  could  not  be  enforced  by  our  government  under  the  treaty. 

It  follows  that  no  one  is  chargeable  with  any  neglect  which  created 
a  legal  liability,  and  that  Meade's  omission  to  call  for  the  documents 
and  elucidations,  if  entitled  to  any,  in  proper  season,  has  been  the 
canse  of  their  not  being  furnished  so  that  he  could  use  them  before 
the  commissioners  during  the  time  they  were  authorized  to  act  upon 
his  case. 

Twenty- FOURTH.  Meade  did  not,  in  fact,  revoke  the  powers  conferred 
upon  the  United  States  to  represent  his  claims  in  forming  the  treaty. 

That  in  filing  his  claim  through  Mrs.  Meade^  as  well  as  otherwise, 
Meade  made  the  government  his  agent,  cannot  be  disputed.  He 
never  revoked  that  power  in  any  sense  of  that  term. 

On  the  contrary,  he  filed  the  statement  of  his  claims  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty  and  after  the  first  rati- 
fication by  the  Senate  ;  and  after  the  ratification  by  Spain  and  the 
formation  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  he  applied  several  times  to 
that  board  for  their  allowance,  thereby  recognizing  and  approving 
their  act  as  such  agent,  and  endeavored  to  profit  by  their  agency.  If 
there  had  been  no  previous  conferring  of  authority,  Meade's  subse- 
quent acts,  by  way  of  recognition,  confirmation,  and  approval,  were 
ample  to  bind  him.  Meade's  complaint  was,  not  that  he  had  not  con- 
ferred authority  upon  our  government  to  act,  nor  that  he  had  revoked 
it,  but  that  the  power  cpnferred  had  not  been  so  exercised  as  to  secure 
him  special  advantages. 

TwENTY-PiPTH.  The  call  made  by  Meade  for  papers  to  be  used  before 
the  commissioners  was  not  a  fair  and  reasonable  one  under  the  treaty. 

The  treaty  provided  that  the  ^'  Spanish  government  should  furnish 
all  such  documents  and  elucidations  as  may  be  in  their  possession 
for  the  adjustment  of  said  claims  *  *  m  *  the  said  documents 
to  be  specified  when  demanded  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners.' ' 
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Onlj  a  portion  of  the  call  actually  made  was  within  the  terms  of 
this  provision. 

1.  The  call  was  ancertain. 

There  are  several  calls  as  ancertain  as  the  following,  on  p.  72  of  S. 
E.,  109: 

Thirdly.  The  autos  instituted  before  the  intendant  of  Cadiz,  and 
cill  documents  in  that  department. 

^'  Fourthly.  The  autos  and  antecedents  in  the  supreme  council  of 
Hacienda^  and  all  the  official  communications,  both  private  and  pub- 
lic, from  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  a^d  aU 
other  documents  relative  to  this  affair  in  the  said  department  of 
Finance. 

On  page  73 : 

^'  Fourthly.  And  all  documents  and  official  papers  in  the  offices  of 
the  Intendant  of  Cadiz,  Treasurer  Greneral,  and  of  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  from  1814  to  the  year  1819,  on  this  subject." 

2.  A  large  portion  of  what  was  called  for  did  not  exist,  and  of 
course  was  not  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  but  weus  to  be  created  in  the 
shape  of  certificates  as  to  the  law  and  usages  in  Spain. 

On  page  (id.)  72  is  the  following  specimen  : 

**  Fifthly.  A  certificate  from  two  respectable  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment,  stating  what  the  laws  of  Spain  are  relative  to  bills  of  exchange, 
whether,  when  protested,  they  are  not  subject  to  damages,  redrafts^ 
and  all  the  expenses  incident  to  similar  transactions  in  other  countries  ;. 
whether  the  drawer  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  amount  expressed  in  the 
bill,  without  any  regard  to  premium  or  discount  allowed  at  the  time 
of  negotiation  ;  whether  the  usual  allowance  of  premium  or  discount 
on  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  in  Spain  on  the  Americas,  is  not  from  25 
to  33^  per  cent. ;  and  yet,  if  the  bill  is  protested,  whether  the  drawer 
is  not  compelled  to  pay. the  full  amount  expressed  in  the  hiU^  besides 
interest  from  the  day  of  protest,  with  all  the  damages  and  expensea 
that  may  occur. 

**  Sixthly.  The  expedient  formed  by  the  captain  general  at  Cadiz, 
.as  intendant  of  that  province,  asking  information  from  the  chamber  of 
commerce ;  from  Don  Benito  de  la  Pudra,  chief  of  the  office  of  con- 
solidation, Don  Ildefonso  Buis  del  Bio,  and  Don  Mequil  Lobo,  as 
members  of  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  respecting  the  customs  and  usages 
relative  to  similar  bills  ;  and  the  answers  which  were  called  for  b^ 
the  intendant.  of  Cadiz  to 'show  the  legal  right  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  bill,  with  damages  and  interest,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  and  usages  in  similar  transactions." 

3.  Much  of  what  was  called  for  was  irrelevant,  and  would  not  have 
been  evidence  if  furnished,  because  it  would  be  mere  hearsay  and 
opinion. 

Page  79  of  the  above  document  contains  numerous  calls,  of  whicK 
the  following  are  specimens  : 

^'  First.  A  certificate  from  the  Minister  of  State  or  Finance,  show- 
ing that,  from  the  year  1805  to  the  present  period,  no  currency  exist- 
ed in  Spain  except  gold  and  silver,  and  particularly,  that  no  kind  of 
paper  money  was  in  circulation,  or  indeed  existed,  except  vales  reales, 
which  was  a  funded  debt  of  the  government,  bearing  interest  at  the 
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rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  ^  but  which  paper  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  currency  of  the  nation  or  the  contracts  of  the  goyernment, 
and  was  never  bonght,  sold,  or  received  in  payment,  except  under  spe- 
cial contract  or  agreement  between  individuals,  the  same  as  the  fund- 
ed debt  of  any  other  nation. 

**  Secondly.  A  certificate  from  the  Minister  of  Finance,  stating  the 
rate  or,  rates  of  interest  which  was  paid  during  the  years  1811  and 
1812,  and  subsequently,  by  the  government,  on  moneys  taken  up  on 
loan  by  it. 

'  '^Thirdly.  A  certificate  from  the  Mimster  of  Finance,  showing 
whether  the  different  governments  of  Spain  complied  with  the  engage- 
ments naade  with  Mr.  Meade.  If  they  did  not,  what  were  the  reasons 
of  their  not  fulfilling  their  engagements." 

Of  the  nine  printed  pages  of  this  call  there  are  few  items  which,  if 
furnished,  would  have  been  of  any  service  to  Meade  before  the  board. 
Not  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  papers  called  for  could  have  been  of  any 
use  whatever.  If  he  had  intended  to  prepare  a  call  that  could  not  and 
woald  not  be  answered,  he  could  hardly  have  been  more  successful. 

If  Spain  was  really  as  friendly  to  Meade  as  he  alleges,  it  might  acr 
coant  for  the  absence  of  formal  complaints  concerning  the  character  of 
the  call ;  but  this  will  not  preclude  a  third  party,  like  the  United 
States,  objecting  to  whatever  it  contained  that  was  improper,  illegal, 
unfair,  or  frivolous. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  this  call  without  its  suggesting  the  idea  that 
it  was  designed  not  to  be  answered,  but  to  be  used  at  a  future  time  for 
the  very  purposes  to  which  it  is  now  applied. 

TwBNTY-siXTH.  The  treaty  of  1834  (8  U.  S.  L.,  460)  did  not  affect 
Meade's  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government. 

Both  Meade  and  the  Spanish  officials  have  uniformly  insisted,  in 
their  memorials  and  letters,  that  Meade's  claim  was  one  which  had 
accrued  prior  to  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  when  the  treaty  was 
signed,  while  our  government  conceded  that  it  had  its  origin  before 
that  time,  although  Meade  produced  no  evidence  to  establish  it. 

The  treaty  of  1834  provided  that  Spain  should  pay  twelve  millions 
of  reals  vellon  ($600,000)  for  legal  claims  upon  her  up  to  that  date, 
and  then  both  parties  '^  reciprocally  renounce,  release,  and  cancel  all 
claims  which  either  may  have  upon  the  other,  of  whatever  class,  de- 
nomination, or  origin  they  may  be,  from  the  22d  of  February,  1819^ 
until  the  time  of  signing  this  convention." 

If  Meade's  claims  originated  before  1819,  and  then  actually  existed, 
as  Meade  and  Spain  contended  and  we  admitted,  then  this  release  could 
not  affect  them.  If  they  did  not  then  exist,  but  originated  after  that 
date,  then  they  were  provided  for  under  this  treaty  of  1834.  It  would 
also  follow  that  he  had  no  claims  which  could  have  been  properly  pre- 
sented and  allowed  under  the  treaty  of  1819,  and  also  that  the  latter 
did  not  release  said  Meade's  claim.  It  would  also  follow  that  Meade 
was  doing  wrong  in  making  claim  upon  the  fund  provided  by  that 
treaty,  and  that  both  he  and  Spain  were  wrong  in  alleging  that  his 
claims  on  Spain  had  been  released  by  it,  and  that  they  were  payable 
under  its  provisions  by  the  United  States. 

There  is  no  proof  that  Meade  ever  even  demanded  any  ]K)rtion  of 
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the  fund  provided  by  the  treaty  of  1834.  His  omission  to  do  so  is 
strong  evidence  that  he  did  not  believe  that  it  affected  him  by  incted- 
ing  and  releasing  his  claims.  Had  he  applied  with  his  liquidation 
certificates,  he  doubtless  would  have  been  told,  as  he  clearly  might, 
that  the  treaty  did  not  apply  to  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  his 
claims  were  provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  as  he  had  himself  and 
as  Spain  had  claimed  for  a  dozen  years,  and  as  the  United  States  had 
uniformly  conceded. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Spain  has  ever  insisted  that  Meade's  claims 
were  released  by  the  treaty  of  1834.  She  could  not  consistently  do  so 
after  contending  that  they  were  released  by  that  of  1819,  and  tender- 
ing her  aid  to  secure  their  payment  from  the  United  States.  (See 
Anduaga's  letter  to  Meade,  October  16,  1822,  S.  B.  109,  p.  64 ;  Sal- 
mon's letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  April  15,  1823,  id.,  p.  45.) 

PROPOSITIONS, 

First.  The  United  States  did  notj  by  the  treaty  j  agree  to  pay  Meade 
anything^  hrd  made  provision  that  he  might  come  in  and  share  the  five 
millions  upon  terms  of  equality  with  other  claimants. 

There  is  no  pretence  in  Meade's  petitions  that  the  United  States,  by 
the  treaty,  assumed  to  pay  his  claims,  except  they  provided  that  he 
might,  to  the  extent  of  the  claim  proved,  share  in  the  five  million 
fund.  His  claim  is  not  based  upon  an  express  undertaking,  nor  upon 
an  implied  promise  to  pay,  but  it  rests  upon  the  ground  that  the  gov- 
ernment ought  to  pay,  because  it  did  not  provide  full  pay,  and  because 
the  commissioners  ought  to  have  received  the  evidence  which  he  offered, 
and  because  his  claim  upon  Spain  is  released,  and  he  can  get  nothing 
unless  the  government  pays  him. 

Second,  The  United  States  released  no  claims  which  she  did  not  pro-- 
vide  for  to  the  extent  of  the  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  provision  and  release  were  coextensive.  The  provision  was  tor 
those  who  had  filed  notice  of  their  claims  and  asked  the  aid  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  securing  them.  The  release  went  no  further.  If  Mes^e's 
claim  was  not  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  then  the  release  did  not  ex- 
tend to  it. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  claims  of  Meade  were  provided  for  as 
they  stood  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  were  as  to  all  such  released 
by  the  United  States. 

Third.  After  providing  the  fund  and  the  hoard  of  co/nmissioners  to 
distribute  it  to  the  daimants  specified  and  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
treaty,  the  duty  of  the  United  States  loasfuUy  performed^  and  they  were 
9iot  responsible  for  any  errors  of  judgment  of  said  board. 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  fund  was  provided  and  the  commission  pro- 
vided to  adjudicate  upon  the  claims  and  to  distribute  it^  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  treaty.  The  government  having  done  this,  and  paid 
the  awards  of  the  commissioners,  neither  the  treaty  nor  any  law  re- 
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quired  it  to  do  more.  The  government  is  not  responsible  if  the  party 
failed  to  furnish  or  the  board  refused  that  which  was  legal  and  suffi- 
cient. No  other  tribunal  has  a  right  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  its 
proceedings  and  to  declare  that  it  committed  an  error.  Its  decisions 
were  conclusive,  and  just  as  likely  to  be  right  as  those  who  should 
attempt  to  supervise  them.  There  would  be  no  end  to  controversies 
if  one  tribunal  could  continually  review  the  judgments  of  another. 
No  reviewing  tribunal  having  been  provided  to  re-examine  the  doings 
of  the  board,  their  decisions  are  conclusive  upon  the  claimants  and 
government. 

But  if  they  could  be  reviewed  and  corrected,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  government  is  bound,  without  an  agreement  to  that  effect,  to 
make  good  to  claimants  what  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  lost  by 
its  errors.  If  other  claimants  have  received  more  than  they  ought, 
that  is  a  question  between  Meade  and  such  claimants.  If  anything  has 
been  wrongfully  taken  from  Meade,  if  he  has  any  remedy,  it  is  upon 
those  who  Have  got  more  than  they  ought  to  have  received.  It  cer- 
tainly gives  no  rights  upon  the  government  which  has  not  retained 
any  portion  of  the  fund  provided  for  distribution.  If  it  now  pays  this 
daim^  it  must  be  taken  from  the  treasury  without  consideration  and 
given  as  a  mere  gratuity. 

If  the  government  is  responsible  for  the  errors  of  this  commission, 
it  must  be  equally  so  for  those  of  the  federal  judiciary,  whenever  they 
err — a  consequence  which  no  one  can  view  with  approbation. 

FotTRTH.  If  Meade  had  a  valid  daim  of  which  he  had  given  notice  to 
ike  Department  of  State  before  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  such  daim  was 
provided  for  in  the  five-million  fund,  and  it  was  released  by  the  United 
Siaies  to  Spain,  and  it  was  the  misfortune  of  Meade,  and  not  ihefavlt  of 
the  United  States,  that  he  did  not  prove  it  and  share  in  the  fund  pro* 
tided  far  its  payment, 

Meade  insists  that  he  had  a  valid  claim,  and  it  is  clearly  proved  that 
he  filed  notice  of  it  with  the  Department  of  State  and  solicited  the  aid 
of  the  government  in  securing  it.  Hence,  it  was  within  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  treaty.  It  was  released,  and  Meade  was  entitled  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  fund  provided  for  the  payment.  The  government  per- 
formed to  the  letter  its  engagements. 

Meade  would  have  shared  in  this  fund  if  he  had  made  the  necessary 
proof.  But  he  failed  to  do  this.  He  cannot  throw  the  blame  upon 
the  government,  because  it  had  not  agreed  to  take  any  part  in  furnish- 
ing the  evidence.  His  own  reliance  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  Spanish 
liquidation  led  to  a  delay  in  obtaining  legal  evidence,  which  proved 
fatal  to  bis  success. 

The  government  did  not  undertake  to  collect  his  evidence,  nor  did 
it  guarantee  that  Spain  would  supply  what  he  demanded  of  her,  and 
which  she  had  promised  to  furnish.  If  Spain  was  in  default,  Meade 
must  look  to  her.  Our  government  will  doubtless  aid  him  in  calling 
upon  her,  provided  its  kind  offices  in  that  behalf  shall  not  be  assumed 
88  the  ground  of  legal  liability  in  his  favor. 
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Fifth.  If  Meade's  daim  was  not  thus  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of 
1819,  then  it  was  not  released^  and  remains  against  Spain  unaffected 
by  it. 

The  release  was  no  broader  than  the  provision  for  payment,  and  no 
claim  was  released  where  the  owner  of  it  could  not,  if  he  chose,  prove 
it  before  the  commission,  and  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  five 
million  fund.  If  Meade^  claim  was  not  released,  then  his  remedies 
upon  Spain  remained  undischarged  by  it.  He  stands  precisely  as  if 
no  treaty  had  been  made. 

The  treaty  of  1834  did  not  affect  him,  because  it  did  not  apply  to 
demands  originating  before  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  1819. 

It  follows,  that,  if  the  treaty  of  1819  did  not  provide  for  Meade's 
claims,  then  they  remain  untouched  by  the  action  of  the  government^ 
and  his  remedies  upon  Spain  are  unimpaired. 

Sixth.  If  Meade  filed  his  daim  in  the  Department  of  State  before  the 
signing  of  the  treaty ^  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  induded  among  the 
daims  provided  for  y  he  made  the  United  States  his  agent  in  that  respect, 
with  the  powers  t^suaUy  incident  to  such  agency  ^  and  is  bound  by  the  acts 
of  his  agent, 

Meade  has  never  denied  having  filed  notice  of  his  claims  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  having  solicited  the  aid  of  the  government  in 
securing  them.  This  created  an  agency  authorizing  the  government 
to  represent  him,  and  to  treat  for  his  indemnity  and  the  release  of 
Spain,  although  the  claim  originated  in  contract  entered  into  in  Spain  , 
and  not  within  the  usual  functions  of  government  negotiations. 

The  incidental  powers  of  such  an  agency  include — 

1.  The  power  to  release  the  subject-matter  of  the  claim  in  the  usual 
manner  of  making  such  releases  by  government ; 

2.  The  power  to  fix  upon  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  such  release,  ac- 
cording to  the  agent's  judgment  and  understanding,  including  his 
views  of  what  can,  under  the  circumstances,  be  accomplished  ; 

3.  Where  the  claims  are  indefinite  and  unliquidated,  to  estimate 
'  their  amount  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  to  provide  for 

their  adjudication  and  distribution,  all  in  a  manner  usual  and  proper 
in  such  cases. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  release  in  this  case  was  in  the  usual 
manner.  Nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  the  American  negotiator  did 
not  exercise  his  best  judgment  in  fixing  the  amount  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  release.  Mr.  Adams,  in  hi3  letter  to  the  commissioners, 
(S.  B.  109,  p.  36,)  said : 

'^  The  executive  government  had  not  the  means  of  Judging  of  the 
validity  of  any  of  them,  (the  claims,)  and  of  their  amount  it  could  form 
no  other  than  a  gross  estimate.  But  it  is  fully  believed  that  the  sam 
stipulated  for  the  payment  of  them  would  be  adequate  to  the  full  sat- 
isfaction of  every  valid  claim  embraced  by  the  treaty^  whether  the 
claim  had  originated  in  contract  or  wrong." 

Certainly  a  more  competent  board  for  adjudicating  the  claims  and 
distributing  the  fund  was  never  created.  AH  these  matters  were  done 
in  the  usual  manner.  If  so,  then  the  only  ground  upon  which  to  place 
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the  liability  of  the  government,  is,  that  an  agent  who  acts  within  his 
authority  and  in  good  faith,  according  to  his  best  judgment,  is  liable 
if,  in  any  particular^  he  misjudges  to  the  injury  of  his  principal.  No 
work  on  agency  has  ever  advanced  such  a  doctrine,  nor  can  a  judicial 
tribunal,  exercising  reasoning  faculties,  sanction  it. 

Sefenth.  If  Meade  made  the  United  Staies.  his  agent  j  and  they  a^ed 
Q8  8tuA  and  made  such  provmon  as  is  usual  in  such  cases  for  the.  pay^ 
meat,  and  also  for  the  rdease  of  his  claim  upon  Spain ^  in  the  form  of  a 
treaty,  he  had  no  atUhority  to  unthdratv  the  powers  conferred  and  termi- 
nate the  agency  without  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  power  conferred,  it  was  not  revocable 
after  the  treaty  was  signed  and  ratified  by  the  Senate.  It  was  then 
beyond  the  control  of  the  agent.  It  was  then,  in  fact,  an  executed 
power.  It  then  rested  with  Spain  whether  the  action  of  gur  govern- 
ment should  be  concurred  in,  and  the  treaty  become  the  law  of  the 
land  in  Spain  and  in  the  United  States. 

Meade,  in  constituting  our  government  his  agent,  did  not  reserve  the 
right  to  defeat  a  great  public  measure  and  mar  the  prospects  of  other 
claimants,  by  changing  his  mind  after  the  treaty  providing  for  them 
had  been  formed  and  sanctioned  by  the  whole  treaty-making  power 
and  the  faith  of  the  nation  pledged  to  its  fulfilment.  He  in  substance 
eaid  to  our  government :  '^  I  have  a  claim  against  Spain  ;  take  charge 
of  it,  and  do  as  well  as  you  can  for  me,  and  secure  the  means  of  pay- 
ment as  early  as  you  can  and  in  the  usual  manner,  and  I  sanction  in 
advance  whatever  you  may  do." 

To  permit  him  to  step  in  after  the  treaty  is  made  and  revoke  the 
powers  conferred  and  defeat  the  treaty,  would  be  most  ruinous  to  others 
and  highly  injurious  to  the  public. 

In  cases  of  torts  and  public  wrongs,  by  the  law  of  nations  the  gov- 
ernment by  virtue  of  its  sovereignty  has  full  power  to  treat  as  it  deems 
proper,  and  there  can  be  no  revocation  or  interference.  In  the  case  of 
contracts,  when  the  claimant  confers  power  and  thus  permits  his  claim 
to  be  placed  within  the  category  of  negotiation,  it  occupies  precisely 
the  same  ground  as  other  claimants,  and  the  government  acts  upon 
that  upon  the  same  principle  it  does  upon  others,  and  exercises  its 
discretion  as  to  when  and  how  to  act.  If  it  did  not  do  so,  the  conflict- 
ing view  of  claimants  might  paralyze  the  government  and  prevent 
such  action  as  its  dignity  and  interests  demand. 

Eighth.  The  acts  of  kindness  and  courtesy  by  the  American  minister 
w  Spain,  in  aid  of  Meade's  wishes  in  his  personal  affairs^  did  nri 
make  the  government  a  party  to  his  settlement  with  Spain,  nor  did  it  an- 
thorize  the  American  commissioners  to  treat  the  liquidating  certificates 
as  evidence  under  the  treaty. 

The  American  minister  in  Spain,  at  Meade's  request,  and  before  he 
knew  of  the  treaty,  enclosed  two  of  Meade's  memorials  soliciting  the 
appointment  of  a  board  to  examine  his  claims.  These  were  acts  of 
courtesy  and  kindness  merely.  Mr.  Erving  made  no  request  by  order 
of  oar  goverment,  and  he  demanded  nothing  for  it.  His  agency  ended 
with  enclosing  the  memorials.    All  subsequent  management  of  the 
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business  was  exclusively  by  Meade  in  person.  He  Airnisbed  the  evi- 
dence and  received  the  award  when  made^  and  brought  it  to  the 
United  States. 

The  compliment  of  notifying  the  American  minister  of  what  had 
been  done,  did  not  make  the  government  a  party  to  it.  If  such  a 
ceremony  could  have  that  effect,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  other 
nations  to  make  ours  parties,  and  bind  them  much  against  their  will, 
and  possibly  against  their  dignity  and  interest. 

The  Secretary  of  State^  though  he  politely  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  Meade's  certificates,  in  his  letter  to  the  commissioners  of  the  9th 
of  March,  1823,  emphatically  disavows  all  privity  on  the  part  of  the 
government  with  this  proceeding. 

Our  diplomatic  agents  will  become  weary  of  civility  and  kindness, 
and  probably  much  to  the  grief  and  injury  of  our  fellow-citizens,  if  every 
act  of  kindness,  like  that  performed  by  Mr.  Erving  for  Meade,  may  en* 
tail  upon  tfa^ir  government  the  debts  of  other  governments,  or  any  such 
consequences  as  is  now  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon  it. 

Mr.  Erving  had  no  power  to  thus  incur  responsibility  for  the  gov- 
ernment. It  was  not  within  his  instructions,  nor  within  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  law  of  nations,  nor  the  laws  of  his  own  country.  He 
did  not  intend  to  incur  such  liability,  and  clearly  did  not  incur  it. 

Ninth.  The  United  States  are  not  liable  for  Headers  daimj  because  he 
failed  to  prove  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners. 

It  would  be  reversing  the  order  of  things  in  judicial  proceedings  to 
hold  that  a  party  can  recover  of  the  government,  because  he  failed  in 
proving  his  claim  upon  some  fund  created  by  the  government  for  the 
Denefit  of  himself  and  others.  It  was  the  legi^  duty  of  those  making 
claims  upon  it  to  furnish  such  proof  as  may  be  necessary  to  establish, 
them.  The  government  had  no  authority  to  control  the  commis- 
sioners, nor  to  dictate  what  they  should  treat  as  legal  evidence,  nor 
its  sufficiency.  The  duty  of  the  government  ended  with  providing  the 
tribunal,  and  it  is  not  responsible  for  their  judgments. 

Tenth.  If  Spain  did  not  perform  her  duty  in  furnishing  "  documents 
and  elucidations  "  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty ^  it  tm- 
poses  no  obligation  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  Meade's  daim  out  of 
the  treasury f  because  the  United  States  did  not  gibarantee  performance  by 
Spain. 

Spain  made  a  treaty  engagement  to  furnish  such  '^  documents  and 
elucidations  "  as  she  might  have  in  her  possession.  This  provision 
has  two  objects  :  one  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  understand  the 
true  state  of  things  for  the  -protection  of  the  common  interest  of 
claimants,  and  the  other  to  aid  citizens  in  proving  their  claims.  The 
Secretary  of  State  had  these  in  view  when,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1819, 
he  gave  Mr.  Forsyth  (S.  P.,  651)  the  following  instructions : 

'^  You  will  collect  from  the  archives  of  the  legation  at  Madrid,  all 
documents  in  relation,  to  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Spanish  government  which  have  been  deposited  there,  and 
which  come  within  the  description  of  claims  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty.    You  will  send  all 
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theoe  docnments,  together  with  the  ratified  treaty^  to  this  department^ 
retaining  descriptive  lists  of  them  ;  and,  if  necessary,  copies  of  such 
papers  for  which  no  equivalent  substitute  could  be  produced  in  case  of 
their  b^ng  lost.  Should  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  docu- 
ments, which  you  should  be  able  to  specify,  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  Spanish  government,  tending  to  elucidate  these  claims,  you  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  them.  The  treaty  provides  that  they  shall  be 
furnished  at  the  demand  of  the  commissioners  ;  but  as  much  time  may 
be  saved  if  they  can  be  sent  here  to  be  ready  when  the  commission  will 
be  organized  and  commence  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  you  will, 
should  occasion  present  itself,  use  your  endeavors  to  that  effect.'' 

Other  instructions  were  sent  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners. 
Whether  complied  with  or  not,  the  government  did  its  duty.  It  had 
not  undertaken  to  guaranty  that  Spain  would  fulfil  its  obligations, 
nor  to  force  her  to  keep  them.  Consequently,  there  has  been  no  omis- 
sion of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  government ;  and  there  being  none,  no 
jurist  will  pretend  that  a  legal  obligation  has  arisen  on  her  part  in 
acting  as  the  a^ent  of  Meade.  A  fair  performance  of  his  duty  is  all 
that  can  be  legally  required  of  an  agent. 

ELBVBarrH.  That  the  United  States  performed  their  whole  duty  in  re- 
lation to  the  procuring  the  ''  documerUs  and  elucidations  "from  Spain, 
which  wctSy  to  act  as  the  organ  of  communication  between  the  commis' 
mmers  and  the  Spanish  government^  there  being  no  provision  that  the 
United  States  would  do  anything  beyond  that. 

The  claimant  has  not  pointed  out  any  specific  omission  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  They  have  acted  in  perfect  good  faith, 
and  with  much  fidelity  and  skill.  If  the  government  had  not  formed 
the  treaty  and  persevered  in  securing  its  ratification,  the  American 
dumanta  on  Spain  would  not  have  received  any  part  of  them.  Meade's 
own  papers  show  that  he  had  been  unsuccessful  for  years  in  getting 
his  either  liquidated  or  paid ;  and  his  certificates  show  that  they  ex- 
tended back  to  1807 9  if  not  before.    ^ 

It  would  be  a  very  harsh  principle  that  would  exact  of  an  agent^ 
who  had  faithfully  performea  his  duties,  compensation  for  the  losses 
his  principal  might  sustain  because  a  third  person  had  omitted  to 
comply  with  a  material  duty.  There  is  no  rule  of  law  which  imposes 
any  such  obligation,  and  the  claimant  has  not  pointed  out  or  referred 
to  any. 

Twelfth.  There  is  no  proof  that  there  were  in  the  public  offices  in 
Spain  any  ^^  documents  and  elucidations"  which  would  have  proved  a 
LBOAL  daim  by  Meade  upon  the  Spanish  government,  the  caU  and  as- 
sumptions  by  Jam  not  being  proof  of  that  fact. 

There  is  nothing  but  Meade's  statement  to  show  that  there  were 
any  such  documents  and  elucidations.  The  general  remarks  of  Span- 
ish officials  that  they  will  attend  to  furnishing,  is  no  proof  of  what 
really  existed.  If  we  resort  to  Meade's  call,  we  find  scarcely  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  But  that  is  no  evidence  of  their  existence.  Be- 
fore he  can  base  a  claim  upon  the  ground  of  their  refusal,  he  must 
prove  the  fact  of  the  existence  at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty  of  such 
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documents  and  elucidations^  and  that  by  other  evidence  than  Spanish 
admissions  made  after  that  date,  where  he  attempts  to  make  the 
United  States  liable  when  based  upon  the  fact  of  their  existence  and 
a  refusal  or  omission  to  furnish  them.  An  admission  by  Spain  would 
bind  her,  but  not  our  government^  and  this  upon  the  principle  decided 
by  the  board  in  relation  to  the  Spanish  liquidation  certificates. 
Whether  there  really  were  such  documents  and  elucidations,  not 
being  proved,  no  legal  liability  can  be  founded  upon  their  supposed 
existence. 

Thirteenth.  The  call  actually  made  was  one  which  Spuin  woe  not 
bound  by  the  treaty  to  answer ,  except  as  to  a  very  few  items,  if  any  9 

Spain  was  bound  to  furnish  such  documents  and  elucidations  as 
she  had  when  the  treaty  was  signed.  The  call  actually  made  was 
almost  exclusively  for  papers  which  were  not  documents  and  elucida- 
tions tending  to  prove  Meade's  claim,  but  for  opinions,  which  would 
not  have  been  evidence,  if  furnished  and  proauced  to  the  commis- 
sioners. As  far  as  the  call  was  for  original  documents,  they  appear 
to  have  been  those  which  Meade  had  in  his  own  possession  when  the 
treaty  was  signed,  and  which  he  voluntarily  afterwards  placed  in. 
the  hands  of  Spain.  These,  our  government  had  no  right  to  demand, 
because  they  were  after-acquired  papers  which  belonged  to  them,  and 
were  not  included  in  the  treaty.  Meade  had  voluntarily  parted  with 
them,  and  had  no  right  to  call  upon  our  government  to  demand  them 
of  their  rightful  owner. 

Meade  had  no  right  to  ask  our  government  to  relieve  him,  under  the 
treaty,  from  the  consequencen  of  his  own  acts  subsequent  thereto,  and 
least  of  all  to  deprive  the  Spanish  government  of  its  subseauently 
acquired  property.  Our  government  was  not  authorized,  unaer  the 
treaty,  to  interfere  in  private  matters  between  Spain  and  Meade,  which 
occurred  after  the  treaty  was  signed  and  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

Fourteenth.  Neither  the  Secretary  of  StaJte^  the  American  minister 
in  Spain^  nor  the  SenatCj  or  President y  have  power ^  under  the  constitution 
or  tawSy  to  contract  an  obligation  under  the  circumstances  in  favor  of 
Meade. 

The  claimant  has  not  pointed  out  the  law  under  which  any  branch 
of  the  government  has  contracted  the  debt  now  demanded.  Neither 
the  Constitution  nor  the  laws  of  Congress],confer  any  such  authority  ; 
nor  is  it  found  in  the  treaty  of  1819,  or  in  any  other  one. 

The  Secretary  of  State  could  not  contract  or  incur  any  such  obliga- 
tion ;  nor  can  any  of  our  foreign  ministers  do  so  ;  nor  can  the  Presi- 
dent. Every  officer  of  our  federal  government  has  legal  powers  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  law ;  if  he  exercises  others,  the  government  is  not 
bound  by  his  acts.  If  it  should  be  claimed  that  this  liability  grew 
out  of  the  acts  of  the  Secretary,  or  of  our  minister  in  Spain,  the  an- 
swer is,  that  neither,  nor  both,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate^ 
in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  can  create  any  such  obligation,  or  assent  to 
one  so  as  to  make  it  binding.  The  direct  act  of  the  President  could 
not  do  so.  But  here,  there  is  no  pretence  that  either  has  undertaken, 
or  intended  to  undertake,  to  create  any  pecuniary  obligation  whatever. 
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If  one  has  been  entered  into,  it  is  not  only  contrary  to  their  intentions, 
bat  also  contrary  to  their  duty  to  the  government^  and  not  fonnd  in 
the  words  of  any  written  instrnment,  bat  resulting  from  Meade's  own 
acts  and  misapprehension  of  the  dnty  of  both  himself  and  the  gov- 
ernment. 

No  liability  can  arise  from  any  such  causes.  It  can  arise  from  but 
one  of  two  sources — ^from  contract,  or  from  tort.  The  government  has 
not  made^  nor  has  any  officer  thereof  made,  any  contract  to  pay 
Meade  anything.  It  made  provision  by  which  a  fund  was  set  apart 
for  him  and  others,  of  which  he  did  not  avail  himself,  and  the  others 
who  were  authorized  to  do  so  have,  according  to  law,  received  the 
whole  of  it ;  and  there  was  nothing  like  a  contract  beyond  that ;  and 
certainly  the  government  has  not  been  guilty  of  a  tort  upon  Meade. 
So  far  from  that,  it  has  been  doing  him  many  acts  of  courtesy  and 
kindness,  and,  instead  of  reciprocating  those  acts,  he  now  seeks  to 
make  them  the  foundation  of  a  legal  liability  of  at  least  a  million  and 
a  quarter  of  dollars. 

SiXTBBNTH.  The  ccue  presented f  on  the  part  of  the  daimantay  is  one  of 
wkich  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  but  is  one  which  addresses  itsdf 
sddy  to  the  discreHon  and  poUoy  of  the  legislative  dqnirtment  of  the  gov- 
ernmenij  and  wiih  which  the  judicial  branch  has  nothing  to  do. 

This  court  permitted  the  claimant  to  file  his  petition  in  this  case, 
and  thas  took  cognizance  ot  it.  Whatever  he  had  to  present  was 
thus  withdrawn  from  all  other  tribunals,  and  was  before  this  court. 
It  is  clearly  not  a  case  arising  under  the  Constitution,  a  treaty,  or  law 
of  Congress,  nor  under  a  contract,  express  or  implied,  nor  under  a 
regulation  of  any  department. 

The  claimant  has  not  pointed  out  the  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  treaty,  or  law  of  Congress,  under  which  he  claims,  nor  has  he 
specified  any  express  contract,  nor  an  implied  one^  made  by  any  func- 
tionary authorized  to  enter  into  such  an  undertaking.  No  regulation 
of  any  department  has  been  cited  under  which  the  United  States  are 
liable.  It  follows  that  there  is  no  case  made  out  of  which  the  court 
bas  jurisdiction. 

At  the  foot  of  the  petition  there  is  a  written  statement  to  the  effect 
that,  since  the  filing  of  the  petition,  the  Senate  passed  a  resolution 
referring  the  subject-matter  to  this  court. 

This  is  an  indication  that  the  claimant  himself  doubted  the  juris- 
diction of  this  court  under  the  petition ;  but,  if  such  a  resolution 
passed,  it  is  wholly  inoperative  for  any  purpose.  The  claim  could  not 
be  legally  before  the  two  tribunals  at  the  same  time.  This  claim, 
with  the  papers  upon  which  it  was  based,  was  before  the  court  at  that 
very  moment,  and  therefore  was  not  before  the  Senate,  and  that  body 
had  no  claim  which  it  could  refer.  Unless  the  claim  was  actually 
pending  there,  so  that  the  Senate,  and  not  this  court,  had  it  before 
them,  it  could  not,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  ''  be  referred  to  said 
court,"  because  it  had  nothing  to  refer.  It  could  not  transmit  from 
it  to  the  court  what  was  not  before  it  to  transmit,  but  which  was  al- 
ready before  the  court. 

A  resolution  simply  referring  a  case  which  was  not  before  it  to  re- 
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fer^  can  confer  no  jurisdiction  or  power  upon  the  court  which  alreadj 
had  the  thing  itself  in  hands. 

The  court  must  act  under  the  petition,  hecause  that  is  before  them, 
under  which  they  are  bound  to  make  a  report,  and  that  report  must  be, 
that  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction.  Should  the  court  say  that  it  had, 
then,  under  the  facts,  it  must  declare  that  the  party  is  not  entitled  to 
what  he  claims,  or  any  portion  thereof.  This  report  must  go  to  Con- 
gress, and  thus  finish  the  case  which  the  party  voluntarily  submitted 
to  the  court. 

What  is  to  be  said  of  the  resolution  ?  That  is  a  separate  matter^ 
and  cannot  be  heard  with  the  petition,  and  thus  have  two  cases  be- 
tween the  same  parties  at  the  same  time.  The  court  is  bound  to  act 
upon  the  claim  that  is  before  it,  and  cannot  do  so  upon  the  one 
that  is  not  so.  Clearly  the  Senate  cannot  oust  a  pending  claim  in 
court  and  thrust  in  another.  Its  power  is  to  refer  a  case  which  is 
before  it. 

But  in  doing  this  they  in  no  sense  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  the 
rights  of  the  parties  so  as  to  authorize  a  legal  liability  where  none 
existed  before.  If  the  claimant  has  no  legal  right  to  stand  upon,  the 
court  must  j»ay  so,  and  can  give  no  other  opinion.  They  are  not  au- 
thorized to  give  advice  as  to  what  the  law  ought  to  be.  Congress  ex- 
ercises its  discretion,  its  liberality,  and  its  policy  upon  its  own  judg- 
ment. This  court  can  advise  as  to  neither.  It  takes  up  the  cases  as 
they  appear  in  the  record,  and  states  the  facts  proved,  as  it  under- 
stands them,  and  applies  the  law,  and  declares  whether  by  it  the 
claimant  is  entitled  to  anything,  and,  if  so,  how  much,  and  it  pre- 
pares a  bill  to  carry  its  conclusions  into  effect.  The  act  of  the  Senate 
does  not  confer  jurisdiction,  nor  empower  the  court  to  award  him  any- 
thing which  it  could  not  do  under  his  petition.  He  is  entitled  to 
nothing  under  either. 

Fifteenth.  The  losses  of  the  claimant  occasioned  by  his  own  acts  or 
omission  in  procuring  his  claims  to  he  liquidated  by  Spain^  or  in  not 
undtrstanding  his  dutyy  in  the  first  instance,  concerning  the  evidence  re- 
quired under  the  treaty,  must  be  borne  by  himself,  and  they  do  not  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  daim  upon  the  government  y  which  has  a,cted  in  good 
faith  and  performed  all  its  duty  towards  Meade  as  well  as  other  claim- 
ants on  Spain, 

Meade  was  as  much  bound  to  know  the  law  as  other  claimants  and 
suitors  in  court,  and  to  provide  himself  with  legal  and  proper  evi- 
dence. He  could  as  well  nave  known  what  to  do  to  protect  himself, 
as  John  and  Robert  Gamble,  whose  claim,  through  Wardrop,  had  been 
allowed  in  the  Spanish  liquidation. 

They,  for  some  cause,  separated  their  claim  from  Meade  by  filing 
a  subsequent  petition,  procured  the  necessary  evidence,  and  got  their 
claim  allowed  at  |31,000,  when  it  had  been  certified  to  Meade  at 
$42,094.  Had  Meade  followed  the  same  course,  he  might  have  proved 
the  whole  to  which  he  was  entitled.  He  chose  to  pursue  another 
course.  After  it  was  expected  a  treaty  would  be  made,  he  applied  to 
obtain  a  liquidation,  and  obtained  it  long  after  it  was  signed  and  rati- 
fied by  our  government.    What  his  objects  were  is  open  to  conjecture. 


RICHARD   W.  UEADS.  99 

Whether  he  acted  wisely  aod  with  the  proper  motive  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, as  he  acted  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  must  abide  thecon- 
seqaences. 

For  a  lon^  period  he  chose  to  insist  and  rely  upon  those  certificates 
as  legal  evidence,  and  did  not  seek  to  obtain  other  and  legal  proof, 
until  it  became  too  late  to  obtain  and  use  it  before  the  board.  Out  of 
these  two  facts,  over  which  the  government  had  no  control,  has  grown 
the  claimant's  difficulties,  with  all  their  consequences.  Had  he  duly 
appreciated  his  legal  rights,  or  been  properly  advised,  and  had  fol* 
lowed  that  advice,  he  would  have  received  by  the  award  of  the  com- 
missioners whatever  he  might  have  been  entitled  to  under  the  treaty. 
For  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself  he  pursued  a  course,  as  many  a 
suitor  has  done,  which  resulted  in  loss  to  himself.  The  responsibility 
rests  with  himself «  and  with  him  alone. 

The  government  neither  acted  wrong,  nor  deceived  him  into  error 
by  which  he  lost.  The  United  States  did  not  profit  a  cent  by  the 
transactions,  but  were  subjected  to  very  considerable  expenses.  If  it 
now  pays,  it  will  do  so  without  consideration  and  with  no  hope  of  any 
return  whatever  from  any  source.  If  it  is  held  liable,  then  good  faith 
and  honesty  and  the  fulfilment  of  every  obligation  will  not  protect  it 
from  claims,  and  especially  when  it  has  faithfully  and  freely  served  a 
claimant  who  by  his  own  acts  has  become  the  loser. 

I  append  hereto  (Appendix  D)  a  speech  of  the  Hon.  Silas  Wright, 
delivered  in  the  Senate,  January  18,  1838,  which  contains  a  very  lucid 
review  of  this  case,  and  will  aid  the  court  in  arriving  at  a  correct  con- 
clusion upon  its  merits. 

R.  H.  GILLET,  Solicitor. 

JuHE  30,  1858. 


APPENDIX. 

A. 
Opinion  of  Judge  White  in  the  case  of  B,  W.  Meade. 

1.  As  to  citizenship.  Upon  this  point  the  board  are  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt  that  he  t^  a  citizen  ;  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  and  of 
the  Congres8  of  the  Uoited  States  close  this  question.  Both  these  de^ 
partments  of  the  government  interfered  in  his  case,  when  confined  in 
8pain^  upon  the  ground  of  his  being  a  citizen  ;  and  the  government  of 
Spain  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and  predicated  several  of  its  acts  upon 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  subject  of  Spain,  but  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  face  of  these  acts  o^boih  governments,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
doubt  his  being  a  citizen.  He  is  one  of  those  intended  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  treaty,  provided  he  has  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment which  will  fall  within  either  of  the  five  classes  enumerated  in 
the  ninth  article. 

That  he  has  a  valid  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government,  that  it  ex- 
isted prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty^  and  that  it  is  one  of  those  of  which 
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tbe  United  States  assumed  the  paymeDt,  are  points  necessarj  to  be  es- 
tablished before  this  board  can  make  any  allowance. 

To  ascertain  how  far  these  propositions  are  supported,  we  most  recur 
to  the  proofs.  To  deviate  into  two  classes :  the  one  details  matters 
which  happened  be/ore  the  dcUe  of  the  treaty  ;  the  other/  the  things 
transacted  after  its  date. 

As  to  the  first : 

Ist.  Copies  of  several  papers,  five  in  number,  which  passed  among 
the  officers  of  the  Spanish  government. 

From  these  it  appears  that  on  the  12th  of  September,  1816,  a  royal 
order  was  passed,  by  which  all  debts  which  weighed  upon  the  royal 
treasury  should  be  incorporated  in  the  national  debt,  except  such  as 
were  due  to  foreigners;  that  Mr.  Meade  and  others  claimed  debts  due 
to  them  as  falling  within  the  exception,  they  being /ore^rner^.  Whether 
Mr.  Meade  was  a  foreigner  or  not,  became  a  question.  The  proper 
officers  are  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  Under  date  of  the 
2l8t  March,  1816,  a  report  is  made  to  his  excellency  the  captain  gen- 
eral^ by  Joaquin  de  la  Pena  y  Santander,  in  which  he  enumerates  the 
circumstances  that  would  entitle  Mr.  Meade  to  the  appellation  of  svbjed 
or  foreigner,  and  says  that  he  does  not  know  what  the  facts  are,  but 
that  he  can  inquire  into,  and  put  them  upon  the  record,  if  required.  On 
the  28th  of  March  there  is  an  order  that  it  be  sent  back  to  the  assessor 
general  of  the  sub- delegation,  that  he  may  extend  the  report  accord- 
ingly. On  the  26th  of  April,  1816,  the  report  is  made  that  Mr.  Meade 
is  a  foreigner — in  other  words,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
the  debt  due  to  him  is  one  of  the  debts  ashumed  in  the  royal  order,  and 
to  be  paid.  On  the  30th  of  April  the  Marquis  of  Casteldosius  makes  a 
similar  report.  On  the  9th  of  September,  1816,  an  official  note  is 
communicated  from  the  intendant  to  the  treasurer  of  the  army  and  of 
the  royal  finance  of  Cadiz,  in  which  he  says :  '^  the  general  treasurer 
of  the  kingdom  makes  me  the  following  communication,  under  date  of 
the  3d  instant.  The  following  royal  order  has  been  communicated  to 
me,  under  the  date  of  August  2 2d,  by  the  Department  of  Finance  :  In 
conformity  to  the  report  of  the  Council  of  Finance,  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  respecting  Messrs.  Bichard  Byan,  Richard  Meade,  Francis 
Scotto,  Richard  Hackley,  and  Peter  Charles  Tupper,  who,  as  foreign^ 
erSy  solicit  tJiat  their  respective  claims  against  the  royal  treasury  be 
comprehended  in  the  exception  made  in  favor  of  foreigners,  as  declared 
by  the  royal  order  of  the  12th  September,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  re- 
solved that  their  debts  should  be  paid  as  it  was  promised  to  them,  and 
according  to  said  royal  order  of  September  12,  after  the  same  are  duly 
liquidated/*  &c. 

From  these  documents,  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Meade  had  some 
demands  upon  the  Spanish  government  prior  to  the  12th  of  September, 
1815  ;  that  after  that  day  he  applied  for  payment ;  that  payment  was 
refused  upon  the  grounds  of  the  royal  order  of  that  date ;  that  he  in- 
sisted he  fell  within  the  exception,  as  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States ;  that  the  question  of  foreigner  or  not  was  deliberately  inquired 
into,  settled^  and  reported  upon,  from  the  2l8t  of  March  to  9th  Septem- 
ber, 1816 ;  that  during  this  period  every  officer  through  whose  hands 
this  matter  passes  acts  under  the  conviction  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
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ment  is  indited  to  Mr.  Meade  ;  and  that  the  only  doubt  is  whether  the 
d^  shall  he  paid  as  promised  or  incorporated  in  the  national  debt. 
Finally,  it  is  determined  that  his  case  is  within  the  exception,  and 
shall  be  paid  as  promised^  when  liquidated. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose  that  these  proceedings  could  have 
taken  place  if  Mr.  Meade  had  not  a  well-founded  claim  upon  the  Span- 
ish government,  at  least  one  which  they  were  disposed  to  consider  well 
founded.  If  he  had  no  claim  upon  the  treasury,  he  would  not  have 
been  told,  your  claim  cannot  be  paid  as  promised^  because  it  must  be 
incorporated  in  the  national  debt ;  the  short  and  correct  answer  would 
have  been,  you  have  no  daim,  and  therefore  will  not  be  paid  anything. 
It  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  so  many  officers,  from  those 
in  the  lower  departments  of  the  treasury  and  finance  up  to  the  King 
himself^  would  have  been  engaged  from  March  to  September  in  exam- 
ining a  question,  the  determination  of  which  would  have  been  entirely 
uselef^s  if  no  well-founded  claim  existed.  I  therefore  conclude  that 
Mr.  Meade  had  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  promised,  but  this  claim  had  not  been  liquidated,  and 
therefore  the  precise  sum  due  was  not  ascertained,  nor  is  it  known  on 
what  account  Spain  became  indebted  to  him. 

2d.  The  next  documents  I  meet  With  are  those  relating  to.  the  im- 

Erisonment  of  Mr.  Meade.  They  give  us  this  information .  That  during 
is  residence  in  Spain  he  had,  with  the  consent  of  all  concerned,  been 
appointed  the  assignee  of  a  bankrupt's  estate ;  that  he  had  collected 
and  held  ready  for  distribution  $50,000,  which  he  ultimately  paid 
into  the  royal  treasury  in  treasury  notes,  in  obedienc3  to  a  mandate 
from  the  proper  tribunal ;  that  the  agent  of  the  British  creditors  sued 
Mr.  Meade,  recovered  a  judgment  against  him,  and  by  intrigue  caused 
him  to  be  imprisoned  on  the  2d  May^  1816,  in  which  state  he  remained 
until  the  interposition  of  the  American  government  caused  a  royal  order 
for  his  release,  dated  20th  April,  1818,  in  which  are  recited  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  was  imprisoned,  and  the  sum  deposited,  &c. 

I  notice  these  documents  for  the  sake  of  saying  that  the  money  for 
which  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned  cannot  be  the  same  spoken  of  in  the 
document  before  noticed,  for  many  reasons. 

The  other  documents  speak  of  a  demand  which  Meade  had  upon 
the  treasury  ;  these  show  that,  when  Meade  deposited  this  money,  he 
considered  that  he  had  discharged  his  trust,  and  had  no  concern  with 
it  afterwards. 

TTiey  show  a  demand  for  Meade's  own  money,  which  would  be  in- 
corporated in  the  national  debt  if  he  is  considered  a  subject  of  Spain; 
these  show  a  demand  against  the  treasury  for  money  not  Meade' 8^  but 
known  to  all,  in  part  at  least,  to  belong  to  British  subjects,  which  ought 
not  to  be  incorporated,  whether  Meade  is  considered  a  subject  or  not. 

They  speak  of  debt  due  to  Meade,  payment  of  which  had  been  pro- 
mised him,  but  the  amount  unliquidated  ;  these  relate  to  a  specific  sum 
deposited,  which  did  not  require  any  liquidation. 

I  therefore  conclude,  that  whatever  claim  Mr.  Meade  had  upon  the 
Spanish  government  was  not  affected  by  his  imprisonment  or  release, 
even  if  we  r  uppose  the  Spanish  government  paid  the  deposit  at  the 
time  of  his  releasCi  or  at  any  time  afterwards. 
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3d.  Next  in  order  I  meet  with  the  certificate  of  two  of  the  inpreme 
junta,  established  for  the  government  and  defence  of  Cadiz  during  the 
invasion  of  the  French,  to  wit :  JosS  Manuel  de  Yadillo  and  Saloador 
Gazzon  de  Zalazor,  dated  27th  of  July,  1818. 

These  persons,  it  would  seem,  were  in  a  situation  to  know  the  facts 
of  which  they  speak  ;  and  they  testify  that,  during  the  siege  of  Cadiz, 
many  articles  were  placed  by  Mr.  Meade  at  the  disposition  of  the  junta, 
among  which  the  most  urgent  and  remarkable  were  one  hundred  thous- 
and barrels  of  flour,  in  two  contracts^  at  $16  per  barrel,  and  that  he 
relied  upon  the  faith  of  the  junta  for  payment,  &c. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  Mi:.  Meade  addresses  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  observes  that  Spain  is  indebted  to  him  in  very  large  sums, 
which  he  is  anxious  to  have  paid  ;  that  she  is  unable,  if  willing,  to  pay 
'  him  in  money  ;  thinks,  by  making  some  advance  in  cash,  he  can  have 
the  whole  amount  paid  him  in  lands  in  Florida  ;  and  wishes  the  sane* 
tion  of  the  government  to  that  mode  of  procuring  satisfaction.  The 
Secretary  answers  that  they  would  not  approve  of  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

On  the  5th  November,  1818,  Mr.  Meade  makes  a  statement  of  the 
nature  of  his  several  claims  upon  the  Spanish  government,  not  speci- 
fying the  sum  claimed  under  either  head  ;  and  on  the  17th  of  January, 
1819,  a  copy  of  this  statement  is  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  this 
government  by  Mrs.  Meade,  from  Philadelphia. 

4th.  On  the  3d  of  August,  1818,  the  American  minister  in  Spain 
advises  the  Secretary  of  State  that,  on  the  27th  July,  he  had  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Pizaro  Mr.  Meade's  memorial,  in  which  he  asks  com- 
pensation for  his  sufferings  and  losses. 

5th.  On -the  18th  January,  1819,  Mr.  Erving  endorses  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Casa  Yrujo  two  memorials  of  Mr.  Meade,  the  one  dated  12th 
January,  in  which  he  prays  the  King  to  appoint  a  commission  to 
liquidate  the  several  demands  which  he  has  against  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, on  account  of  supplies  furnished  for  the  support  of  its  armies 
and  otherwise^  during  the  late  war,  as  well  as  to  consider  the  compen- 
sation due  to  him  for  the  losses  and  personal  sufferings  under  a  late 
proceeding  of  the  council  of  war,  already  declared  by  his  Majesty  to 
nave  been  illegal ;  the  second,  dated  13th  January,  in  behalf  of  John 
Dickson,  an  American  citizen,  and  others,  interested  in  a  cargo  of 
tobacco,  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Spanish  government  under  a  solemn 
contract,  in  1815,  &c.,  and  proceeds  to  state  that,  as  to  what  more 
particularly  concerns  Mr.  Meade's  interest,  he  has  undeniable  daima  as 
a  creditor  upon  the  royal  hacienda  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  his 
majesty  will  be  sensible  to  the  value  of  those  very  important  services 
rendered  to  the  nation,  which  form  the  ground  of  these  claims  ;  which 
give  to  them  the  most  sacred  character,  and  entitle  them  to  the  first 
consideration,  and  to  immediate  settlement,  &c. 

Take  these  different  letters,  all  dated  before  the  22d  February,  1819, 
in  connexion  with  the  documents  which  precede  them,  and  I  cannot 
doubt  that  Mr.  Meade  had  claims  upon  the  Spanish  government  which 
that  government  held  itself  bound  to  satisfy.  In  some  instances  they 
expressly  acknowledge  these  claims,  and  say  they  shall  be  paid  as 
promised,  when  liquidated,  and  do  not  in  any  instance  deny  the  fact 
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of  being  indebted  to  him,  when  addressed  upon  that  subject  either  by 
Mr.  Meade  or  the  American  minister ;  when,  if  it  had  been  known  or 
believed  that  he  was  not  a  creditor,  his  claims  would  hare  been  at  once 
met  by  a  denial  of  their  justice.  But  the  precise  nature  of  these  de- 
mands, the  manner  in  which  they  originated,  so  as  to  be  able  to  say 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amount  would  fall  within  the  treaty, 
is  not  satisfactorily  established  by  this  proof,  unless  it  can  be  collected 
from  notarial  copies, 

It  has  been  so  often  stated,  that  it  appears  almost  needless  to  repeat, 
that,  to  establish  any  claim  before  this  board,  the  proposition  must  be 
supported  that  it  is  one  of  the  claims  of  an  American  citizen  to  which 
his  government  hcks  renounced  his  claim  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  all  difficulty  on  this  subject,  there  is  a 
description  of  five  classes  of  claims  to  which  the  renunciations  extend. 

In  any  case,  therefore,  it  is  of  importance  that  the  proof  should 
establish  not  only  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government,  but  that  it 
shonld  likewise  show  the  nature  of  the  claim,  to  enable  the  commis- 
sioners  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  fall  within  either  of  the  specified 
classes  or  not. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  proofs  which  I  have  noticed  are  so  totally 
defective  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  reject  the  whole  claim  ;  but  I  will 
say  they  are  not  very  satisfactory  as  to  the  nature  or  terms  of  any  of 
the  contracts  alluded  to,  and  as  to  most  of  them,  so  defective  that  it 
will  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  sums  due. 

2.  This  makes  it  necessary  that  we  should  inquire  into  the  facts 
which  occurred  after  the  22d  February,  1819,  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

The  first  evidence  offered  is  the  liquidation  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim, 
and  the  ascertainment  of  the  amount  due  him  by  the  officers  of  the 
Spanish  government  on  the  21st  May,  1820.  And  here  a  difficulty 
presents  itself.  Is  this  evidence  such  as  this  board  can  notice  for  any 
purpose,  and,  if  for  any,  for  what  purpose? 

To  form  a  correct  opinion  upon  this  point,  it  is  important  that  we 
shonld  attend  to  dates.  The  treaty  is  dated  22d  February,  1819  ;  it 
was  soon  afterwards  ratified  by  the  United  States.  In  the  treaty  it  is 
provided  that,  if  it  is  not  ratified  within  six  months,  it  shall  be  void. 

On  the  9th  March,  1819,  Mr.  Meade  presents  to  the  King  a  second 
memorial,  praying  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  with 
him  ;  that  of  the  12th  January,  1819,  not  having  been  attended  to. 

On  the  Yth  May,  1819,  the  commissioners  are  appointed.  On  the 
30th  September,  same  year,  a  report  is  made,  and  the  sum  of  near 
500,000  awarded  Mr.  Meade,  as  his  whole  claim  against  the  Spanish 
government ;  on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  King  orders  the  report  to 
be  reconsidered ;  on  the  15th  November,  there  is  a  second  report 
awarding  the  same  sum  ;  on  the  19th  May,  1820,  the  award  receives 
the  royal  approbation^  and  on  the  20th  May,  1820,  is  notified  to  Mr. 
Meade.  In  October,  (say  6th,)  1820,  the  cortes  advised  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.  The  King  shortly  afterwards  does  ratify  it,  and  on 
the  19th  February,  1821,  it  is  again  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  the  President  and  Senate  having  been  previously  noti- 
fied of  the  settlement  made  with  Mr.  Meade,  and  of  the  sum  awarded 
him  by  the  Spanish  government. 
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The  first  rule  which  I  lay  down  as  applicable  to  this  question  is, 
that  no  person,  either  natural  or  artificial,  can,  by  hta  acknowledg- 
ments or  admissions,  create  an  obligation  to  be  discharged  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  another,  unless  that  other  has,  by  8ome  means,  author- 
ized him  to  do  so.  If  Spain  did  not  owe  this  debt  to  Mr.  Meade  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  but  cpntracted  it  afterwards,  it  is  not  one  of  tho8« 
renounced,  and  Spain  is  still  responsible  for  it,  not  the  United  States, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  rejected,  because  it  would  prove  a  fact  whicli 
would  avail  nothing.  If  Spain  did  owe  it  at  the  date  of  the  treaty^ 
there  must  have  been  some  evidence  then  existing  of  the  demand  for 
which  the  extent  of  the  liability  could  be  ascertained.  That  evidence 
would  be  better  than  the  mere  settlement  with  the  Spanish  officers, 
and  ought  to  be  produced.  The  rule  is,  that  the  best  evidence  in  the 
party's  possession  or  power  ousht  always  to  be  produced,  or  some 
reasonable  account  given  why  it  is  not.  This  is  not,  as  has  been 
argued,  a  contracted  rule,  applicable  alone  to  the  municipal  courto  of 
any  one  country.  It  is  a  rule  founded  in  reebscn,  not  established  hy 
any  statute,  and  applicable  to  all  cases,  in  aU  countries,  the  judicial 
proceedings  of  which  are  worthy  of  imitation.  Why  is  it  that  we 
notice  the  protest  of  a  master  of  a  vessel,  letters  written  about  the 
time  of  a  transaction  of  long  standing,  &c.?  Because,  from  the  nature 
of  the  transactions  to  which  they  allude,  they  are  likely  to  give  a  cor- 
rect account  of  it,  and  the  ofier  of  them  does  not  in  itself  imply  that 
the  party  has  it  reasonably  in  his  power  to  produce  evidence  more 
satistactory,  but  hold  it  back,  and  ofiers  the  inferior  evidence  to  ob- 
tain an  advantage  which  he  would  lose  if  the  better  were  produced. 

The  rule  is,  that  no  party  shall  have  the  benefit  of  evidence  to 
establish  a  fact,  which  evidence  itself  implies  that  there  is  better 
evidence  which  the  party  could  produce,  by  reasonable  exertions^  to 
establish  the  same  fact ;  because  the  not  producing  the  better  preates 
a  presumption  that  it  would  disclose  something  which  would  deprive 
him  of  a  benefit  which  he  seeks  to  obtain. 

Apply  this  rule  to  the  present  case.  The  claimant  ofiers  in  evidence, 
to  prove  the  account  that  Spain  owed  him  for  a  breach  of  contract  at  the 
date  of  this  treaty,  a  settlement  made  with  that  government  twelve  or 
fifteen  months  after  its  date.  Well,  there  may  be  some  mistake  in 
this  matter ;  the  sum  awarded  may  be  too  little — it  may  be  too  much. 
Some  of  the  claims  set  up  may  be  such  as  do  not  fall  within  either  of 
the  five  classes  specified  in  this  treaty  The  evidence  from  which  this 
settlement  was  made  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  award.  Let 
us  see  this  ;  if  you  do  not,  we  must  suppose  that  there  is  some  one  or 
more  of  the  items  that  constitute  this  account  which  you  know  we 
cannot  include  in  the  statement  we  would  make,  and  therefore  you 
offer  this  less  satisfactory  evidence.  You  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
use  it,  more  especially  when  we  see,  from  other  documents,  that  yoa 
were  apprized  as  early  as  February,  1821,  that  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  upon  this  very  point,  and  therefore  both  you  and  the  Spanish 
government  would  be  careful  to  preserve  all  the  evidence  and  docu- 
ments from  which  the  settlement  and  award  were  made. 

Again :  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  provides  that  the  United  States 
shall  make  compensation  for  all  claims  renounced  in  the  9th  artice^  to 
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an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  five  millions  of  dollars ;  and, 
to  ascertain  the  validUy  and/t^  amount  of  these  claims,  commissioners 
shall  be  appointed,  &c.;  that  the  commissioners,  upon  oath,  shall 
examine  the  vaLidity  and  amount  of  each  claim.  Further,  that  thej 
shall  examine  every  question  upon  oath,  and  receiye  suitable  and  au- 
thentic testimony,  &c.;  and  Bpain,  when  required,  is  to  furnish  any 
document  in  her  possession  necessary  to  elucidate  any  one  of  the 
daimB. 

To  bring  the  claim  within  this  treaty,  it  must  be  shown  to  have 
existed  before  the  date  of  the  treaty.  If  it  did  exist  before  the  treaty, 
and  is  one  embraced  within  it,  then  the  parties  liave,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, provided  for  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  whose  duty  it  is  to 
taxanine  the  validity  as  well  as  the  amount  of  the  claim  ;  but  if  we 
admit  this  evidence,  then  8pain  Jieradf^  through  her  own  officerSy  is  still 
to  adjudge  the  validity  and/tiZZ  amount  of  the  claim,  and  the  commis- 
sioners have  nothing  to  do  but  follow  on,  and,  for  form's  sake,  re- 
allow  the  claim,  the  validity  and  extent  of  which  have  been  already 
ascertained.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  this  instrument. 

Bat  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  reasoning  is  unsound  because  this 
settlement  and  award  are  not  the  creation  of  a  debt,  but  only  an  evt- 
demotj  which  the  party  could  not  procure  sooner ;  that  this  d.^bt,  to  this 
same  amount,  existed  before  the  date  of  the  treaty.  The  distinction 
in  this  case  can  avail  nothing.  As  soon  as  Spain  ceased  to  be  account" 
aUe  ior  the  demand,  she  ceased  to  have  any  control  over  it.  She  can 
no  more  create  evidence  ^  by  which  the  validity  of  the  contract  or  the 
measure  of  compensation  for  its  violation  is  to  be  ascertained,  than  she 
amid  crecUe  the  contract  itself.  The  substance  is  the  same,  and  the 
distiaction  in  words  only.  This  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  suitable 
evidence  under  this  treaty,  which,  on  its  very  face,  leaves  reason  to 
conclude  that  a  persuasive  argument  to  induce  the  making  of  the  award 
was  the  consideration^  that  not  Spain^  but  the  United  States^  were  to 
make  the  payment. 

Again  :  it  has  been  urged  that,  at  the  time  this  settlement  and 
awa^  were  made,  Spain  herself  was  the  debtor^  and  to  make  the  com- 
pensation ;  because  the  treaty  had  become  null,  the  time  for  its  ratifi- 
cation having  expired. 

This  argument  is  not  satisfactory.  When  the  treaty  was  afterwards 
ratified,  it  stands  as  a  treaty  in  which  no  time  for  ratification  has  been 
stipulated,  and  is  now  to  be  construed  as  a  treaty  dated  22d  February, 
1819,  ratified  by  Spain  in  the  fall  of  1820  and  by  the  United  States  in 
February,  1821,  at  times  satisfactory  to  both  parties  ;  and  the  ratifi- 
cationa  are  acknowledgments  by  the  respective  parties  that  their 
negotiators  had  power  to  make  the  treaty  upon  the  terms  specified 
therein ;  and  whether  the  treaty  shall  operate  upon  a  particular  matter 
from  the  date  or  from  the  ratijioationj  must,  in  my  opinion,  depend 
upon  the  matter  to  which  the  stipulation  relates,  and  the  intention  of 
the  parties  respecting  that  matter.  Hence,  it  may  well  happen  that 
the  same  treaty  may  become  operative  upon  different  matters  at 
different  periods— upon  some  from  the  date,  upon  others  from  the  time 
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of  ratification,  and  upon  others  from  neither  date  nor  time  of  ratifi- 
cation. 

If  the  argument  were  sound,  that  this  can  only  be  considered  a 
treaty  from  the  ratification  of  the  parties,  and  not  from  the  date,  why 
trouble  ourselves  with  endeavoring  to  draw  a  distinction  between  a 
contract  and  the  evidence  of  a  contract  ?  We  would  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion  by  a  much  more  simple  process — that  of  considering  the 
treaty  as  in  truth  dated  on  the  day  it  was  last  ratified  by  the  United 
States.  Then  the  case  is  included  by  considering  the  contract  and  the 
evidence  of  it  as  having  existed  at  the  same  time.  It  is  true,  thia  would 
not  be  within  the  words,  but  might  with  plausibility  be  insisted  upon 
as  within  the  meaning,  of  the  fifth  renunciation  ;  all  that  would  be 
necessary  might  readily  be  accomplished  by  considering  the  raiification 
as  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  which  ought  to  be  the  case  if  we  consider 
the  treaty  as  without  date. 

It  has  been  urged,  with  much  ingenuity,  that  there  is-  a  difference 
between  a  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it ;  that  the  one  may  well  have 
existed  prior  to  the  treaty,  and  the  other  have  had  its  existence  since. 
In  many  cases  I  think  I  could  see  the  full  force  of  the  distinction,  and 
that  upon  such  after  evidence  the  mind  would  be  well  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  a  previous  contract,  and  its  exact  terms.  But  in  this  case 
the  distinction  entirely  fails  us  ;  the  great  object  is  to  ascertain  the 
cofUracts  which  Mr.  Meade  had  with  the  Spanish  government  before 
the  date  of  this  treaty,  their  terms,  and  how  far  they  were  complied 
with  by  the  respective  parties  ;  and  this  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
us  to  decide  upon  their  validity^  and,  if  valid,  to  what  extent  the  com- 
pensation for  their  violation  ought  to  be  carried.  Now,  if  we  attempt 
to  use  this  document  as  evidence  upon  these  points,  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  discovering  that  there  is  great  danger  of  being  misled  by  it. 
Attend  to  its  contents :  some  of  the  items  possibly  grew  out  of  con- 
tracts, either  express  or  implied  ;  others  undoubtedly  out  of  tort.  That 
of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade  certainly  had  no  existence  as  a 
contract  until  the  time  of  this  award,  after  the  date  of  the  treaty.  If 
we  view  that  item  as  existing  in  the  light  of  contract,  there  is  an  end 
of  that  matter,  because  it  must  have  been  tort  until  merged  in  the 
award  of  judgment ;  and  then  the  judgment  being  the  only  evidence 
of  the  contract,  the  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it  are  one  and  the 
same  thing,  both  too  late  to  be  compensated  or  renounced  under  this 
treaty. 

Suppose  we  discard  the  idea,  as  we  must  do,  of  considering  this 
item  as  growing  out  of  a  contract,  and  say  it  was  a  tort.  The  ques- 
tions immediately  present  themselves,  of  what  kind,  and  by  whom 
committed  ?  So  far  as  we  can  at  present  see,  the  answers  are,  an  im- 
prisonment of  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  by  order  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment itsel '.  Under  what  clause  of  the  treaty  should  we  include  this 
item  ?  Not  under  the  first  renunciation,  for  two  reasons:  first,  if  it  was 
an  excess,  it  was  one  committed  by  the  government,  not  by  an  indi- 
vidual, and  no  excesses  are  there  provided  for  but  those  committed  by 
subjects.  Again :  if  it  was  an  excess  by  a  proper  character,  it  was 
committed  after  1820,  and  therefore  not  included. 

Under  the  2d,  3d,  or  4th  renunciation,  it  is  certainly  not  included.  If 
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under  any,  it  would  be  the  6th  ;  but  that  cannot  be — ifc  is  a  mere  per- 
sonal wrong ;  the  damages  woald  be  arbitrary ;  we  have  no  data  from 
which  to  estimate  them.  Again:  if  the  5th  would  include  torts,  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  include  those  committed  bj  the  government 
itself.  The  four  first  renunciations  are  employed  upon  torts  by  indi- 
viduals or  inferior  officers  ;  and  by  implication  to  include  the  govern- 
ment, the  most  worthy,  would  be  against  the  rules  of  construction. 
This  wrong,  and  those  of  the  like  kind,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  did  not  intend  to  renounce,  nor  did  Spain  intend  they  should 
be  judged  of  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States.  In  estima- 
ting damages  for  them,  the  temper  with  which  the  act  was  done,  the 
motives,  the  character  of  the  wrong-doer,  are  all  justly  taken  into  con- 
sideration. No  sovereignty  could  intend  that  its  motives,  in  a  mere 
personal  wrong,  should  be  inquired  into  and  redressed  by  others.  If 
they  were  conscious  of  wrong,  they  would  redress  it  themselves,  by 
making  such  compensation  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety  would 
dictate. 

If,  then^  we  take  this  document  as  evidence,  it  would  mislead  us  : 
first,  by  making  us  believe  that  this  item  grew  out  of  a  contract  before 
the  treaty  ;  and  next,  by  making  us  include  a  tort,  which  neither  party 
intended  to  provide  for  by  the  treaty. 

When  we  recur  to  other  items,  we  shall  not  be  more  safe.  Contracts 
are  spoken  of.  With  whom  were  they  made  ?  What  were  their  terms  ? 
In  what  were  they  to  be  paid,  and  when?  All  these  points  are  mate- 
rial, and  upon  them  this  document  is  unsatisfactory.  We  see  that, 
upon  a  bill  of  exchange  which  was  dishonored,  interest  is  allowed  up 
to  the  time  of  settlement,  and  a  part  of  this  very  amount  was  for  the 
difierence  of  exchange  included  in  the  bill.  The  bill  comes  back,  and 
upon  its  nominal  amount  interest  is  calculated  to  the  15th  November^ 
1819. 

As  to  other  items  it  is  as  little  satisfactory.  The  loan  is  to  be 
returned,  and  interest  upon  it. 

This  sum  is  all  estimated  as  specie.  Have  they,  as  we  have  some- 
times had,  and  in  some  places  still  have,  different  kinds  of  currency  ? 
In  what  kind  were  these  dealings  ?  Specie,  or  a  depreciated  paper  ? 
If  depreciated^  how  much  ?  We  ought  to  have  information  upon  all 
these  points  to  do  that  which  would  be  just  ;  and  upon  some  of  them 
it  is  essential  we  should  have  some  information  which  this  document 
does  not  give.  I  cannot  at  present  take  it  as  evidence  that  would  be 
useful  in  any  respect.  On  some  points  I  think  it  would  mislead  as  to 
the  whole  of  the  item  ;  on  others,  as  to  a  part,  and  I  fear  to  a  greater 
extent  than  we  can  see.  I  therefore  think  it  ought  not  to  be  received 
either  as  conclusive  or  prima  facie  evidence. 

But  it  is  argued  that  we  ought  to  receive  it  because  our  government 
had  an  agency  in  procuring  this  settlement,  and  were  apprized  of  the 
result  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  true  our  minister  abroad  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Meade,  and  that  the  Executive  and  Senate  both  knew  of  the  settlement 
before  the  last  ratification.  As  to  the  first,  it  was  just  such  a  case  as 
would,  in  all  cases,  it  is  hoped,  be  practiced  by  our  minister  ;  he  lends 
his  aid  to  a  citizen  abroad,  to  bring  his  matters  to  such  an  issue  as  he 
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wishes,  without  either  thinking  or  believing  that  his  own  oonntry  10 
to  be  in  the  least  affected  thereby  ;  and,  as  to  the  last,  they  seem  to 
have  been  content  to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  doing  anything  by 
which  Mr.  Meade's  claim  would  be'made  either  better  or  worse  than 
the  terms  of  the  treaty^  as  it  originally  stood,  would  make  it. 

I  cannot  see  that  anything  has  been  either  said  or  done,  by  any  of 
those  officers,  by  which  this  claim  is  to  be  treated  different  from  what 
it  would  have  been  if  they  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  this  award  at 
the  time  the  treaty  was  finally  ratified.  Although  I  am  willing  to 
trust  this  evidence  as  at  present  furnishing  any  evidence  of  the  validity 
of  these  contracts^  their  terms,  or  the  extent  of  compensation  for  a 
violation  of  them,  yet,  believing  as  I  do,  from  the  other  testimony, 
that  Mr.  Meade  has  a  well-founded  claim,  or  at  least  a  claim  which 
the  Spanish  government  considered  well  founded,  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  require  any  document  from  that  government,  which  there  is 
reason  to  think  they  possess,  which  will  elucidate  those  transactions, 
and  for  that  purpose  am  willing  to  continue  the  cause.  If  we  can 
procure  more  evidence,  it  is  well ;  we  shall  have  greater  certainty  ia 
our  ultimate  decision.  If  we  cannot  procure  more,  we  must  come  to 
the  best  conclusion  in  our  power,  from  the  proofs  as  they  now  exist, 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  claims  and  the  extent  of  allowance.  • 


B. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE   JUNTA  SHOWING  THE  ALLOWANCES  MADE 

BT  THEM. 

Commission  appointed  to  audit  and  report  on  the  demands  of  Mr,  Meade, 

[Plan  No.  6,  aooompanjin^  the  report.] 

Settlement  of  claims  for  which  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade  must  be 
credited,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  :  the  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  in  these  cases  in  which  he  is  entitled  to  it,  is  calculated  from 
their  respective  dates  down  to  the  30th  of  September,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness.  This  liquidation  and  settlement  comprehends  the  claims 
Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  13,  and  14. 

The  junta  considers  it  just  that  he  should  be  credited  on  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  one  rials  and  twenty- 
one  maravedis,  amount  of  interest  allowed  for  delay  in  the  payment 
of  the  five  millions  of  rials  which,  for  want  of  payment  at  Vera  Cruz, 
were  paid  in  the  peninsula.  The  dates  and  capitals  thereof  are  the 
following : 

Sixty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three 
rials  on  five  millions,  from  November  1,  1813,  till  Jan- 
uary 24,  1814,  on  which  date  he  received  three  millions 
of  rials  out  of  duties  on  the  gold  and  silver  brought  by 
the  ship  Mino 69,863  00 

He  received  on  drafts,  under  date  of  January  24, 1814, 
on  several  treasuries,  the  balance,  say  two  millions. 
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These  were  paid  to  him  in  18U,  1815, 1816, 1817  ;  and 
the  janta  not  having  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the  dif- 
ferent treaanrieSy  with  precision,  the  dates  of  each  pay- 
ment, they  adopt,  in  crediting  the  interest  for  the  delay 
on  the  payment  of  said  amount,  the  payment  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  rials  each  year,  and  upon  this  principle 
there  are  coming  to  him  from  January  25  to  December 
il,  on  a  capital  of  two  millions  of  rials,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  rials 
and  twenty-one  maravedis  vellon 112,438  21 

From  January  1,  1815,  till  December  31  of  the  same 
year,  oa  a  capital  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
rials 90,000  00 

From  January  1,  1816,  on  a  capital  of  one  million  of 
rials,  to  1st  of  January,  1817 60,000  00 

And  from  January  I,  1817,  to  1st  January,  1818,  on 
a  capital  of  five  hundred  thousand  rials ^ 30,000  00 

362,301  21 

The  junta  also  considers  that  it  is  just  that  be  should 
be  credited  on  one  million  fifty-four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  rials  and  thirty  maravedis,  the 
amount  of  capital  and  interest,  stipulated  expressly  by 
contract,  at  ten  per  cent.,  for  which  amount  he  gained 
the  writ  of  execution  on  the  consulado,  and  in  the  tri- 
bunal of  appeals  at  Cadiz,  against  Don  Vicente  Beltran 
de  Lis,  as  a  guaranty  for  the  contract  for  provisions, 
which  the  government  did  not  pay.     Capital 841,508  10 

Interest  from  November  1,  1816,  till  May  31,  of  the 
present  year,  as  per  contract 185,379  20 

Interest  from  June  1,  till  this  day,  as  per  contract 28,050  00 

1,054,937  30 

They  also  consider  it  just  that  he  should  be  credited 
on  one  hundred  seventy-five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty  rials,  for  balance  in  his  favor  on  account  of  to- 
bacco delivered  by  him  in  1807  and  1808,  to  the  super- 
imeadent  of  Seville,  according  to  a  contract ;  he  is  also 
justly  and  legally  entitled  to  interest  on  the  same. 
Capital 176,240  00 

Interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  July  1,  1808,  till  this 
day 118,282  17 

293,522  17 


Also,  eighty  thousand  rials  vellon,  his  share  in  the 
loan  of  fifteen  millions  of  rials,  collected  at  Cadiz,  by 
order  of  the  government,  in  the  month  of  March,  1811. 
They  also  adjudicate  interest  on  the  same.     Capital 80^000  00 
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Interest  from  July  1^  181 1,  to  the  time  on  which  it 
was  stipulated  to  be  returned)  till  this  date 39,200  00 

119,200  00 

They  also  think  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-one  thousand  sixty Hseven  rials  and  twenty  ma- 
ravedis,  balance  on  flour  which  G-eneral  Oastanos  took, 
in  1807,  from  on  board  a  vessel  belonging  to  Mr.  Meade, 
for  supplies  for  the  garrison  of  Ceuta.  They  also  allow 
him  interest  on  the  same.     Capital 21,067  20 

Interest  from  January  1, 1817 15,067  08 

36,134  28 

He  also  claims  several  sums  which  the  supreme  junta 
of  Cadiz  omitted  crediting  him  on  his  account  with  said 
junta,  proceeding  from  the  contracts  celebrated  with 
them  before  the  extinction  of  said  junta.  He  solicited 
the  payment  from  the  junta  called  gubernativa,  after 
that  of  Cadiz  was  extinguished,  but  he  never  could  re- 
cover it.  The  junta  think  that  they  are  in  justice  bound 
to  credit  him  in  the  following  sums  :  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand and  eight  hundred  rials  vellon,  for  four  hundred 
and  eighty  fanegas  of  barley,  at  the  price  of  sixty  rials, 
which  were  sent  by  order  of  the  government  to  d  Cano, 
to  supply  the  armed  forces  there  ;  which  barley  was  lost 
on  the  passage  from  Cadiz  to  said  place 28,800  00 

Sixty-five  thousand  and  thirty  rials  for  loss  of  weight 
on  six  hundred  quintals  (cwts.)  of  rice,  which  loss  of 
weight  in  said  article  was  discovered  when  the  officers  of 
the  government  delivered  out  the  same.  This  took  place 
a  long  time  after  Mr.  Meade  had  sold  the  same,  for  which 
reason,  and  because  of  the  nature  of  this  article,  subject 
to  decay  and  becoming  pulverized,  the  junta  think  that 
the  seller  ought  not  to  suffer  this  loss 66,030  00 

They  also  grant  him  twenty-six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  rials  and  two  maravedis,  for  rent  of 
the  stores  where  the  articles  sold  to  the  royal  finance 
were  kept,  as  per  account  rendered 26,758  02 

Also,  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-four 
for  expenses  at  the  health  office,  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  discharging  from  the  vessels  the  articles  sold 
to  the  junta  during  the  quarantine  ;  which  expenses  must 
injustice,  be  paid  (>y  the  junta,  according  to  practice...       12,434  00 


133,022  06 


It  is  also  just  that  he  should  be  credited  in  ten  thou- 
sand rials  vellon,  with  interest  thereon,  which  he  lent,  in 
November,  1807,  to  Don  Francisco  Carbajal,  colonel  of 


RI(»ARD  W.   MEADE.  Ill 

the  regiment  provincial  de  Cordova,  for  supplies  for  said 
regimenty  as  per  original  receipt,  which  he  has  exhibited. 

Capital 10,000  00 

Interest  from  November  5,  1807,  to  this  day 6,976  11 

16,976  11 


It  is  also  jost  that  he  should  be  credited,  as  agent  or 
representative  of  Mr.  John  Dickson,  in  one  million  five 
hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety 
risU,  for  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
quintals  and  five  pounds  Virginia  tobacco,  delivered  by 
him  to  the  manufactory  of  Seville,  in  1816,  at  twenty- 
two  dollars  a  quintal,  according  to  a  contract*  concluded 
with  said  manufactory 1,503,590  00 

They  consider  equally  just  that  he  should  be  credited 
in  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  rials,  besides  interest 
on  the  sum^  for  balance  in  his  favor,  proceeding  from 
flour  which  the  American  houses  which  Mr.  Meade  now 
represents,  and  whose  consignee  at  that  time  was  Mr, 
James  Wardrop,  delivered  This  amount  due  by  the 
royal  finance,  and  thirty  thousand  rials  more,  which 
were  paid  on  February  21st  and  22d,  were  drawn  upon 
the  treasury  of  the  revenue  of  Cadiz.     Capital 630,000  00 

Interest  from  February  23,  1814,  to  this  date 211,887  04 

841,887  04 


All  the  sums  credited  to  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  and 
to  which  he  has  a  just  claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  junta, 
unount  to  four  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  rials  and  eleven 
Uidahalf  maravedis,  and  remains  fully  demonstrated.. 4,361, 571  11^ 
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Claims  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade  for  damages  and  iryuries^  Nos.  2,  9, 

10,  11,  and  12, — Sums  which  he  demands. 

The  junta  leaves  to  the  decision  of  his  Majesty  the  graduation  thereof, 
and  proceeds  to  the  demonstration  of  their  amount  hj  the  following 
hypothesis,  proposed  by  it : 


Sums 
demanded. 


No  2.  Damages  proceeding  from  the  protest, 
and  want  of  payment  of  the  draft  for  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  drawn  upon  Vera 
Cruz A 

No.  9.  Damages  proceeding  from  the  delay  .on 
the  payment  of  all  the  contracts  concluded 
from  December,  1809, 1411  the  end  of  1812, 
and  also  from  judicial  deposits  of  flour  at 
Algesiras.^.... 

No.  10.  Damages  on  the  contract  of  provisions 
for  Valencia..... ... ....... 

No.  11.  Damages  received  when  he  gave  the 
government  bills  to  the  English  consul,  and 
made  the  deposit  of  flour  which  he  was 
obliged  to  make  into  his  hands •. 

No.  12.  Damages  for  the  unjust  confinement 
which  he  suffered  from  May  2,  1818......... 

Total  rials 


1,000,000 


3, 000, 000 
1,000,000 

1,500,000 
2, 000, 000 


8,500,000 


Two- thirds. 


Half. 


666,666  22 


2, 000, 000  00 
666. 666  22 


1,000,000  00 
The  three- 
1,500,000  00 


5,833,832  00 


500, 000 


1,500,000 
60«,  000 


750, 000 
fourths. 
1, 500, 000 


4,750  000 


We  further  certify  that,  in  consequence  of,  and  in  compliance  with, 
said  royal  order,  after  having  reunited  all  the  precedents  and  docu- 
ments, and  having  heard  and  examined  the  reclamations  of  Mr.  Meade 
in  his  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  Mr.  John  Dickson  and  other 
American  citizens,  together  with  his  expositions ;  and  after  having 
made  the  liquidation  which  we  were  ordered  to  make  of  the  principal 
and  interest  due  to  him,  we  reported  to  his  majesty  thereon  under 
date  of  September  the  30th,  of  the  same  year,  giving  it  as  our  opinion 
that  the  American  citizen^  Mr.  Meade,  was  entitled,  and  had  a  just 
right  to  be  credited,  the  following  sums : 
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By  liquidated  interests  on  bills  proceeding 
from  the  contract  of  provisions  concluded 
on  the  27^h  of  February,  1812,  which 
were  protested  by  non-payment  at  Vera 
Cruz,  where  said  bills  ought  to  have 
been  paid :  the  interest  is  calculated  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  for  all  the  time 
since  the  protest  was  presented  till  the 
date  of  the  liquidation 

By  the  liquidated  amount  for  provisions  de- 
livered, agreeably  to  a  contract  concluded 
between  Mr.  Meade  and  the  government, 


362,301   21 
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PRINCIPAL  INTBRm. 

which  contract  was  guaranteed  by  Don 
Vicente  Beltran  de  Lis,  who  obliged 
himself  to  pay  said  amonnt,  and  the  pre- 
mium of  ten  per  cent,  thereon  for  delays, 
and  for  the  payment  of  which  a  writ  of 
execution  was  issued  from  the  tribunal  of 
commerce  at  Cadiz  against  said  guarantee.     841,508  10  213,429  20 

By  balance  of  account,  proceeding  from  to- 
bacco deliirered  to  the  manufactory  of  Se- 
ville, in  the  years  1807  and  1808,  and 
the  legal  interest  of  six  per  cent,  on  the 
same 175,240  00  118,282  17 

By  this  amount  lent  to  the  government  at 
Cadiz  for  his  share  on  the  loan  of  March, 
1811,  and  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon  .         80,000  00  32,200  00 

By  flour  delivered  for  the  garrison  of  Ceuta, 
and  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon  for  de- 
lay in  the  payment 21,067  20  15,067  08 

By  certain  sums  omitted  to  be  credited  to 
him  in  his  account  with  the  late  junta  of 
Cadiz,  relative  to  the  barley  lost  in  the 
vessel  cast  away,  loss  of  weight  in  the 
rice,  expenses  at  the  health  office,  light- 
ers, and  unloading  the  vessel  during  quar- 
antine. This  being  till  the  present  pe- 
riod an  unliquidated  sum,  no  interest  is 
allowed 133,022  02 

By  a  loan  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment 
provincial  of  Cordova,  for  the  equipping 
of  his  regiment,  and  interest  on  the  same, 
calculated  as  per  liquidation 10,000  00     6,976  11 

By  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seven- 
teen quintals  and  twenty-five  pounds  of 
tobacco,  delivered  by  Mr.  John  Dickson, 
agreeably  to  a  contract:  to  which  sum 
no  interest  is  adjudicated,  it  being  con- 
sidered as  on  depoaii  in  consequence  of 
an  order  from  the  court 1,503,690  00 

By  flour  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop 
by  several  American  houses,  and  passed 
to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  per  agree- 
ment, and  six  percent,  interest  thereon...     630,000  00  211,387  04 

Total 3,394,427  32    967,144  13 


And,  lastly,  we  do  hereby  certify  that  in  compliance  with  the  above 
mentioned  order  of  his  majesty,  and  having  employed  on  our  part  all 
the  means  that  prudence  could  suggest,  and  after  holding  several  con- 
ferences with  the  concerned,  we  nave  compromised  the  matter,  and 

Bep.  C.  C.  226-: — s 
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agreed  that  the  eight  million  five  hundred  thousand  rials,  for  damages 
and  personal  injuries  claimed  by  him  according  to  his  reclamations, 
shall  be  reduced  to  five  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand 
and  five  hundred  rials  vellon ;  making  the  sum  total  due  to  Mr.  Meade 
for  his  own  claims,  and  for  those  of  the  persons  he  represents,  nine 
million  eight  hundred  and  twenty- three  thousand  and  seventy-two 
rials  and  eleven  maravedis,  which  amount  he  must  receive  from  the 
royal  finance  for  all  his  claims  to  principal  and  interest,  (the  latter 
calculated  down  to  the  date  of  the  liquidation,)  and  for  the  damages 
and  personal  injuries  above  mentioned  ;  in  this  order,  viz :  seven  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five rials  and  seven  maravedis  belonging  to  Mr.  Meade  himself ; 
one  million  five  hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety 
rials  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Dickson  ;  and  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  rials  and  four  mara- 
vedis vellon,  belonging  to  the  American  citizens,  consigned  to  Mr. 
James  Wardrop,  as  appears  more  extensively  and  minutely  from  the 
documents  of  proceedings,  to  which  we  refer  ourselves ;  and  for  the 
complete  fulfilment  of  the  royal  order  above  mentioned  we  give  the 
present  cestificate. 

BBDNO  VALLABINO, 
JOSE  VA8QUEZ  BALLESTEBOS, 
MABQUIS  DE  LAS  HEBMAZAS, 
JUAN  FLOBIN. 
Madeid,  May  IT,  1820. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  this  liquidation. 
BoYAL  Palace,  May  19,  1820. 
[Here  a  royal  seal.] 

JOSE  CANGA  ABGUELLES. 


C. 

« 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Salmon. 


Department  of  State, 

Wasningtm,  April  29,  1823. 

SiE :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  15th  in- 
stant, enclosing  a  copy  of  one  bearing  date  the  16th  of  October,  1822, 
from  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  Mr.  Meade. 

By  the  fifth  specific  renunciation  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the  22d  of  February, 

1819,  but  ratified  by  his  Catholic  Majesty  only  on  the  24th  of  October, 

1820,  it  was  provided  that  the  renunciation,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  of  all  claims  for  damages  or  injuries  sustained  by  themselves  or 
their  citizens  from  Spain,  stipulated  by  the  preceding  part  of  the  same 
article,  should  extend — 

'*To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish 
government,  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  have  been  presented  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  since 


BIGHASD  W.  ICEADE.  115 

the  date  of  the  comrention  of  1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  this 
treaty." 

You  will  obserire  that  the  time  of  the  signature,  and  not  that  of  the 
ratification  by  either  party,  nor  that  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications, 
is  expressly  agreed  upon  as  the  time  until  which  the  claims  and  the 
statements  of  them  to  the  Department  of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  in  Spain,  had  been  received ;  which  claims  were,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  renounced. 

The  reason  for  fixing  upon  this  particular  time  for  the  period  at 
which  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  assume  the  payment  of 
these  claims  should  terminate  is  obvious.  It  was  neither  proper,  nor 
could  it  be  the  intention  of  the  parties,  that  they  should  renounce 
claims  or  admit  statements  of  them  not  known  to  the  party  assuming 
the  obligation  at  the  time  of  contracting  it.  Whatever  claims  might 
arise,  or  whatever  statements  of  them  might  be  made  after  the  signa* 
tnre  of  the  treaty,  were  not,  therefore,  and  could  not,  with  propriety, 
he  provided  for  by  it. 

By  the  eleventh  article  of  the  same  treaty  it  was  stipulated  that — 

''  The  United  States,  exonerating  Spain  from  all  demands  in  future 
on  account  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens,  to  which  the  renunciations 
herein  contained  extend,  and  considering  them  entirely  cancelled,  un- 
dertake to  make  satisfaction  for  the  same  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
fi?e  millions  of  dollars. ' '    That — 

'^  To  ascertain  the  full  amount  and  validity  of  these  claims,  a  com- 
mission, to  consist  of  three  commissioners,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
lent  of  the  Senate,  which  commission  shall  meet  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  within  the  space  of  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  first 
meeting,  shall  rec*^ive,  examine,  and  decide  upon  the  amount  and  va- 
lidity of  all  claims  included  within  the  descriptions  above  mentioned." 
That  ^*the  said  commissioners  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceedings,  for  the  faithful  and  diligent 
discharge  of  their  duties;"  and  that  ^'  &e  said  commissioners  shall  be 
aothorized  to  hear  and  examine,  on  oath,  every  question  relative  to 
the  said  claims,  and  to  receive  all  suitable  authentic  testimony  con- 
cerning the  same.  And  the  Spanish*  government  shall  furnish  all 
SQch  documents  and  elucidations  as  may  be  in  their  possession  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  said  claims  according  to  the  principles  of  justice,  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  par- 
ties of  October  27,  1796  ;  the  said  documents  to  be  specified,  when 
demanded,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  commissioners." 

It  has  been  necessary  to  set  forth,  in  the  terms  of  the  treaty  itself, 
the  engagements  respectively  contracted  by  the  parties  to  it  in  these 
articles,  in  order  to  show,  with  clearness,  their  bearing  upon  the 
question  now  brought  into  discussion  by  your  letter,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Anduaga,  which  is  enclosed. 

The  claims,  payment  of  which  to  a  fixed  and  limited  amount  was 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  were  claims  not  only  existing,  but 
9UUemeni8  of  which  had  been  exhibited  at  the  Department  of  State,  or 
to  the  minister  of  the  United  .States  in  Spain,  be/ore  the  signature  of 
the  treaty. 
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To  ascertain  the  fall  amount  and  validity  of  those  claims,  commis* 
fiioners  were  to  be  appointed,  to  act  under  oath,  and  charged  with  the 
duty  to  receive,  examine,  and  decide  upon  (he  amount  and  validity  of 
all  the  claims. 

And  the  Spanish  government  solemnly  bound  itself  to  furnish  all 
such  documents  and  elucidaiione  as  might  be  in  their  possession,  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims. 

If  anything  in  human  intention  can  be  made  clear  by  human  lan- 
guage, it  is  that  the  claims  provided  for  by  the  above  stipulation  were 
in  the  condition  as  they  had  been  exhibited  at  the  time  of  the  signature 
of  the  treaty  ;  that  the  authority,  and  the  trust  of  examining,  ascer- 
taining, and  deciding  their  amount  and  validity j  was  solely  and  exdu- 
sivdy  committed  to  the  commissioners,  and  that  the  Spanish  govern 
ment  was,  and  is,  bound  to  furnish  them,  at  their  demand,  all  docu- 
ments and  elucidations  in  possession  of  the  said  government,  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims. 

No  transactions  between  any  of  the  claimants  and  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  could  be  evidence 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  condition  of  the  claim  at  the  time  of  that 
signature.  No  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  either 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  Spain^  was  reserved.  By 
the  transfer  to  the  Uniti^d  States  of  the  obligation  of  making  payment, 
conformably  to  the  treaty,  of  those  claims,  Spain  deliberately,  and 
with  full  knowledge,  transferred  also  the  right  of  examining  and  de- 
ciding their  amount  and  validity.  It  is  to  little  purpose,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Anduaga's  letter  descants  so  largely  upon  the  variety  and 
respectability  of  the  Spanish  commissions  and  tribunals,  which,  many 
months  o/ter  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  undertook  to  liquidate,  that 
is,  to  decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim  upon 
the  Spanish  government.  Neither  the  number  nor  the. character  of 
those  courts  is  at  all  questioned ;  but  from  the  day  of  the  signature  of 
the  treaty,  they  had  no  jurisdiction  to  try  or  decide  upon  any  of  the 
claims,  the  payment  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  United  States. 
Whatever  jurisdiction  they  did  exercise,  however  obligatory  it  might 
be  upon  his  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  could  have  no  effect  what- 
ever to  charge  the  United  States,  or,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  to 
change  the  condition  of  the  claim,  as  it  had  been  exhibited  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  to  their  minister  at  Madrid,  be- 
tore  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  It  had  been  exhibited  as  an  unset- 
tled and  unliquidated  claim  ;  if  comprised  at  all  within  the  provisions 
ot  the  treaty,  it  was  an  unsettled  and  unliquidated  claim,  upon  which, 
as  upon  all  the  rest^  the  commission  instituted  under  the  treaty  was, 
by  the  express  engagement  of  both  parties,  exclusively  to  decide. 

It  is  alleged  by  Mr.  Anduaga,  and  repeated  in  substance  by  you, 
that  the  decision  by  the  Spanish  tribunals  upon  the  amount  and 
validity  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  made  many  months  after  the  signature 
of  the  treaty,  many  months  even  after  his  Catholic  Majesty  was  bound 
to  have  ratified  the  same,  and  after  its  ratification  ought  to  have  been 
exchanged,  was  given  at  the  earnest  instance  of  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain ;  and  that  he,  as  well  as  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  event.     The  an- 


RICHARD   W    MEADE.  117 

8wer  to  this  argument  is,  however,  furnished  by  Mr.  Anduaga  and  by 
yoa.  Mr.  Anduaga  says,  **  when  all  this  was  done,  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  the  United  States  would  be  obliged  to  pay  this  debt;" 
that  is  to  say,  that  there  was  no  probability  that  his  Catholic  Majesty 
woald  perform  the  express  and  solemn  promise  that  he  had  made  to 
ratify  the  treaty.  Undoubtedly,  when  there  was  no  probability  that 
the  United  States  would  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
their  government  and  their  minister  did  earnestly  press  the  Spanish 
government  to  do  justice  at  least  to  Mr.  Meade.  What  that  justice 
was,  what  was  the  amount  and  validity  of  his  claim  upon  the  Spanish 

fovernment,  the  United  States  neither  had  nor  claimed  the  right  to 
ecid(\  So  far  as  it  was  an  obligation  to  be  paid  by  Spain,  and  by 
which  no  other  interest3  of  the  United  States,  or  of  their  citizens, 
could  be  affected,  the  right  to  decide  upon  it  was  exclusively  of  the 
resort  of  Spanish  tribunals,  and  the  American  government  and  minis- 
ter naturally  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  adjustment,  by  the 
Spanish  government,  of  a  claim  of  one  of  their  citizens,  in  whose  favor 
they  had  taken  a  deep  and  generous  interest ;  it  being  always  under- 
stood by  them  that  this  interest  did  not  conflict  with  their  duties  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  all  their  other  fellow-citizens, 
also  claimants  upon  Spain,  and  in  whose  favor  their  government  was 
bonnd  to  take  an  interest  as  earnest  and  generous  as  in  that  of  Mr. 
Meade. 

While  there  was  no  probability  that  the  treaty  would  be  ratified  by 
Spain,  the  adjustment  by  Spanish  tribunals,  binding  only  upon  Spain, 
could  in  nowise  affect  any  other  right  or  interest  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  other  American  citizens,  claimants  upon  Spain. 
That  adjustment  could  in  nowise  charge  the  United  States.  It  was  an 
()bligation  of  Spain,  contracted  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and 
was  thereby  excluded,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  itself,  from  the 
number  of  those  which  the  United  States  had,  by  the  treaty,  engaged 
to  assume  upon  themselves.  The  cognizance  taken  at  the  time,  by  the 
Spanish  tribunals,  of  this  claim,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
amount  and  validity  of  this  one  alone,  as  you  affirm,  among  many 
hundreds  of  other  claims  of  American  citizens,  many  of  much  longer 
standing,  and  all  equally  entitled  to  adjustment  and  liquidation,  are 
indeed  powerful  arguments  to  prove  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  not 
one  of  those  for  which  Spain  had  intended  to  provide  by  the  treaty. 
And  this  argument  is  strongly  fortified  by  another,  which  Mr.  Meade 
himself  and  his  learned  counsel  in  this  country  have  urged  with  great 
force,  namely :  that  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  upon  Spain  were  of  a 
natnre  which,  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  justice,  Spain  could  not 
discharge,  and  the  United  States  could  not  renounce,  by  any  treaty 
or  compact  between  themselves. 

The  conclusion  from  these  arguments,  if  correct,  undoubtedly  is  that 
Mr.  Meade's  claims  upon  Spain  were  not  intended  to  be,  and  even 
conld  not  be,  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  and  were  therefore  not  in- 
clnded  in  it.  If,  then,  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  did,  in  the 
first  instance,  entertain  very  serious  doubts  whether  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Meade  was  among  those  provided  for,  or  intended  to  be  provided  for, 
by  the  treaty,  it  was  to  these  proceedings  of  the  Spanish  government, 
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after  the  Bignature  of  the  treaty,  and  to  the  argament  of  Mr.  Meade 
and  his  counsel  against  the  rigJU  of  the  contracting  parties  to  the  treaty 
to  dipose  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  that  these  doubts  must  he  ascribed. 
It  was  assuredly  never  the  intention  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  that  treaty,  either  to  renounce  any  claim  which  they  had  not 
the  right  to  assume,  nor  to  assume  any  claim  which  they  had  not  the 
right  to  renounce  ;  as  far  was  it,  doubtless,  from  the  intention  of  Spain 
to  discharge  any  just  claim  of  Mr.  Meade's  upon  her,  by  the  attempt 
to  transfer  it  to  a  third  party  without  his  consent.  Nothing  can  be 
more  clear  than  that  Spain  remains  at  this  hoar  bound  to  satisfy,  to 
the  last  real,  every  claim  acknowledged  by  herself  to  be  just,  and 
which  she  had  not  the  right  to  transfer  to  a  third  party  without  the 
consent  of  the  claimant. 

The  treaty,  by  its  express  terms,  made  provision  only  for  unsettled 
and  unliquidated  claims.  The  United  States  assumed  them,  as  they 
existed  and  had  been  exhibited  at  the  signature  of  that  instrument,  the 
22d  of  February,  1819.  In  assuming  the  duty  of  Spain  to  discharge 
those  claims,  the  United  States  acquired  the  right,  and  it  was,  in  ex- 
press  words,  secured  to  them  by  the  treaty,  of  ascertaining  and  decid- 
ing, exclusively  by  a  commission  of  their  own  citizens,  the  amottn^and 
vcMdiiy  of  each  claim  assumed.  At  the  same  moment,  when  the  ob* 
ligation  to  discharge  the  claim  attached  to  the  United  States,  this 
exclusive  right  of  the  commission  to  examine  and  decide  its  amount 
and  validity  attached  with  it.  From  that  moment,  the  Spanish  tri- 
bunals had  no  more  right  to  examine  or  pass  in  any  manner  upon  the 
claims,  than  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  had  to  examine  and 
pass  upon  them  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty.     The  provision  im- 

{orted  no  distrust  in  the  justice  or  integrity  of  the  Spanish  tribunals, 
t  followed,  as  an  indispensable  consequence,  from  the  engagements 
contracted  by  the  United  States  to  pay  the  claims. 

By  the  treaty  itself,  and  by  the  full  power  of  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  ite 
negotiator  on  the  part  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  Majesty  was  bound  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  so  that  the  ratifications  should  bie  exchanged  within 
six  months  from  the  day  of  its  signature.  Had  this  engagement  been 
performed,  Mr.  Meade's  claims  would  have  remained  in  the  same  state 
m  which  they  had  been  on  th^  day  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  un- 
settled and  unliquidated.  Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  not  provided  for 
by  name,  nor  had  any  mention  of  them  be  made  in  the  course  of  the 
negotiation.  The  Spanish  government  was,  at  that  time,  so  far  from 
admitting  that  Mr.  Meade  had  any  just  claim  upon  them,  that  they 
had  but  very  recently,  at  the  earnest  and  peremptory  interposition  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  released  him  from  imprisonment 
as  a  defaulter  to  theai. 

The  treaty  remaining  unratified  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  as  Mr. 
Anduaga  affirms,  there  being  no  probability  that  it  would  be  ratified, 
long  after  the  period  had  expired  when  he  had  promised,  on  his  royal 
word,  that  it  should  be  ratified,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  at  the  earnest  and  repeated  solicitations  of  Mr.  Meade,  cer- 
tainly did  urge  the  Spanish  government  to  adjust,  liquidate,  and  satisfy 
his  claims.  From  tne  nature  of  these  claims,  his  learned  counsel  in 
this  country  have  since  drawn  it  in  question,  whether  the  government 
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of  the  United  States  had  any  right  to  interpose  with  that  of  Spain  in 
relation  to  them  at  all ;  and  upon  this  question  depends  the  other,  be- 
fore noticed,  whether  Spain  could,  by  treaty,  transfer  to  the  United 
States  her  own  obligation  to  pay  those  claims.  They  were  claims 
which  Mr.  Meade  had  acquired,  not  in  his  neutral  character  as  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  but  as  a  voluntary  contractor  with  the  Span- 
ish government,  while  residing  in  their  territory,  and  living  under 
their  allegiance.  They  were,  therefore,  unquestionably,  much  less  en- 
titled to  the  interference  of  the  American  government  than  the  great 
mass  of  claims  provided  for  by  the  treaty--claims  for  wrongs  suffered 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  their  genuine  character  as  such  ; 
for  wrongs,  in  the  origin  of  which  there  was  no  voluntary  agency  of 
their  own,  no  forfeiture  of  their  neutral  rights,  no  resort  but  to  the 

Serfect  obligation  of  their  own  government  to  support  them.  Had  the 
panish  government,  at  the  time  when  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  interposed  in  behalf  of  this  claim,  taken  the  ground  of  argu- 
ment since  rssumed  by  Mr.  Meade  and  his  counsel  ;  had  they  said, 
this  is  a  claim  in  which  the  government  of  the  United  have  no  right 
to  interfere ;  a  question  upon  contracts  between  Mr.  Meade  and  us, 
while  living  in  our  territories  and  amenable  to  our  laws  ;  undoubtedly 
by  the  principles  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  nations,  universally  re- 
cognized, Mr.  Meade  and  the  American  government  must  fain  have  put 
up  with  this  answer  as  conclusive  ;  and  Mr.  Meade's  claim  could  never 
have  been  pretented  to  be  included  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

But  no  such  ground  was  then  taken,  either  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment or  by  Mr.  Meade.  So  little  was  his  reliance  upon  the  justice  of 
the  government  with  which  he  had  contracted,  and  under  whose  pro- 
tection he  dwelt,  without  the  effectual  interposition  in  his  favor  of  the 
government  under  which  he  had  been  born,  that  his  entreaties  for  the 
interposition  of  the  American  minister  and  government  in  favor  of  his 
claims  were  urgent  and  unceasing.  To  this  interposition  the  Spanish 
government  did  not  object.  Mr.  Meade  desired  that  provision  for  his 
claim  should  be  made  in  the  treaty  which  was  then  negotiating,  and 
made  known  this  desire  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  informed,  in  answer,  that,  if  the  treaty  should  be  concluded,  his 
claims  would  be  considered  and  attended  to,  as  far  as  might  be  prac- 
ticable, in  common  with  the  others  ;  and  to  this  arrangement  he  never 
suggested  an  objection  until  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain, 
nor  until  just  at  the  moment  before  its  second  ratification  by  the  United 
States.  He  then^  to  be  sure,  and  then  for  the  first  time,  addressed  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  calling  upon  them  to  refuse 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  in  which  the  only  possible  indemnity  of  many 
hundreds  of  their  fellow-citizens  for  their  losses,  to  the  amount  of  five 
mOlions  of  dollars,  was  secured ;  or  to  make  the  ratification  conditional 
that  another  article  should  be  added,  by  which  hie  claim,  not  as  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  but  as,  many  months  after 
that  compact  ought  to  havo  been  ratified  by  Spain,  liquidated  by 
Spanish  officers,  before  the  Spanish  ratification  of  the  treaty,  should 
be  paid  to  the  full  amount  as  acknowledged  by  them,  and  without 
being  subject,  like  all  the  other  claims,  to  the  honest  investigation  and 
scrutiny  of  the  American  commissioners ;  and  the  principal  argumen^ 
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urged  by  Mr  Meade's  counsel  in  support  of  this  demand,  that  the 
American  government  should  sacrifice  the  acquisition  of  the  Fioridas, 
and  five  millions  of  dollars  of  indemnities  justly  due  to  their  citizens, 
whose  right  to  the  effectual  support  of  their  country  was  perfect,  was, 
that  his  claim  was  of  a  nature  that  the  American  government  had  no 
right  to  interpose  with  Spain  in  its  favor  at  all. 

If  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  upon  Spain  was  included  among  those 
provided  for  by  the  treaty,  it  was,  in  common  with  all  the  others,  to  be 
treated  like  all  the  others,  and  to  abide  the  same  issue  with  the  others. 
Such  was  the  clear,  unequivocal  intenlion  of  both'parties  to  the  treaty; 
nor  could  the  American  government,  in  equal  justice  to  all  the  claim- 
ants, have  negotiated  upon  any  other  principle.  The  amount  of  claims 
exhibited  to  them,  to  be  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  as  stated  by  the 
claimants  themselves,  was  nearly  ten  times  the  five  millions  which 
they  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  should  pay  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  Florida  lands  to  discharge  them.  But  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  many  of  the  claims  were  not  even  valid  against  Spain  ; 
that  most  of  them  were  swollen,  by  the  statements,  far  beyond  what, 
upon  a  fair  examination,  would  be  found  to  be  due  ;  that  equitable 
deductions  from  equitable  claims  would  reduce  almost  all  of  them 
within  very  contracted  dimensions ;  and  that,  for  the  whole  mass  of 
them,  the  only  hope  of  the  claimants  was  in  the  munificence  of  the 
treaty.  They  were  all,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  unsettled  claims. 
Their  just  amount  could  then  be  only  judged  of  by  an  estimaJtt^  in  many 
respects  conjectural ;  but  it  was  believed,  upon  considerations  duly 
weighed,  that,  when  stripped  of  all  appendages  to  naked  justice, 
five  mill  ions  of  dollars  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  them  all.  As  they 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  government  to  allow  no  larger  sum  than  would  be  sufficient,  in 
rigorous  justice,  to  discharge  them.  It  might  happen  that  even  the 
just  and  indisputable  claims  would  amount  to  something  more.  In 
that  case,  the  claimants  must  consider  it  as  a  composition  of  their 
claims,  the  best  that  their  government  has  been  able  to  obtain  for 
them  ;  and  it  was  not  doubted  that  they  who  had  been  from  one  to 
twenty  years  waiting,  with  very  little  probability  of  ever  obtaining 
anything  for  their  claims,  would  be  more  than  contented  to  receive 
so  nearly  all  that  they  could  have  asked,  and  to  abandon  to  their 
country  the  small  remainder  for  the  salvage  of  the  rest.  But,  to  ren- 
der this  principle  compatible  with  justice  to  all  paities,  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  all  the  claims  should  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  ; 
that  all  should  be  subjected,  to  the  close,  vigilant^  and  rigorous 
scrutiny  and  investigation  of  an  upright  and  intelligent  commission  of 
American  citizens  ;  that  all  should  be  alike  submitted  to  their  exam- 
ination and  decision  ;  and  that  no  transaction  between  the  Spanish 
government  and  any  one  of  the  claimants,  subsequent  to  the  signaiiure, 
but  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  should  alter  the  character  of 
his  claim,  and  give  him  an  advantage,  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  oU  the  other  claimants  under  the  treaty. 
If  the  American  government  could  have  admitted  any  discrimination 
between  the  claims,  and  that  any  one  should  have  been  privileged 
above  the  rest,  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  if  the  present  argument  of  his 
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learned  oounsel  is  sound,  would  have  been  the  very  lowest  on  the  list, 
and  the  least  entitled  to  favor  ;  since  most,  if  not  ail  the  rest,  were 
claims  which  the  American  government  had  been,  from  the  beginning, 
bound,  by  the  duty  of  protection  to  the  rights  of  their  own  citizens,  to 
support  and  maintain,  even,  if  necessary,  to  the  issuing  of  reprisals  ; 
while  that  of  Mr.  Meade,  incurred  voluntarily  by  himself  with  the 
Spanish  government,  while  domiciliated  in  Spain,  and  by  transactions 
of  no  neutral  character,  was  of  a  nature  to  leave  it  doubtful  whether 
the  American  government  had  ever  possessed  the  right  of  interposing 
in  its  behalf  at  all. 

The  interest  taken,  therefore,  by  the  American  minister  at  Madrid, 
in  Mr.  Meade's  favor,  by  urging  on  the  Spanish  government  the  settle- 
ment of  his  claims ;  the  satisfiACtion  that  he  expressed  after  the  liqui- 
dation had  been  obtained  ;  the  letter  of  congratulation  from  the  Ameri- 
can Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Meade  upon  the  event,  when  informed 
of  it  by  him,  have  not  the  slightest  bearing  upon  this  argument.  The 
answer  to  all  this  is  furnished  by  Mr.  Anduaga,  when  he  says,  '^  there 
was  then  no  jrdbability  that  the  treaty  would  be  ratified  by  Spain." 
The  American  minister  and  Secretary  of  State  expected  that  what  the 
Spanish  tribunals  had  liquidated  and  settled,  the  Spanish  government 
would  pay.  They  knew  perfectly  w*j11  that  no  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  other  claimants  upon  Spain,  could  be 
injuriously  afTected  by  the  Spanish  liquidation  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims. 
If  the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  and  Mr.  Meade  should  be  receivable  as 
a  claimant  under  it,  they  knew  that  his  claims  could  be  admitted  only 
as  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  and  that  no  intermediate  transaction 
between  him  and  the  Spanish  government  could  be  evidence  of  his 
claims  as  they  had  existed  and  been  exhibited  at  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  ;  that  no  decision  of  a  Spanish  tribunal  could  settle  that  which 
the  treaty,  in  express  terms,  reserved  to  the  exclusive  decision  of  the 
American  commission.  If  the  treaty  should  not  be  ratified,  they  re- 
joiced that  their  exertions  in  hia  favor  had  been  so  far  successful,  that 
he  had  a  nearer  prospect  of  obtaining  satisfaction  from  the  Spanish 
government  itself.  Their  pleasure  was  that  of  a  benevolent  and 
friendly  feeling  towards  Mr.  Meade.  But  the  American  government 
had  duties  of  a  more  imperious  nature  to  others — to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  all  their  fellow-citizens  the  oMeroliamants  upon 
Spain.  To  them  it  was  due,  that,  if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified, 
and  Mr.  Meade  be  a  claimant  under  it,  his  claim  should  stand  on  the 
same  foundation,  and  pass  through  the  same  ordeal,  with  the  rest. 
The  American  government  knew  that  it  was  so  stipulated  in  the  treaty ; 
and  they  little  expected  the  pretension,  that,  by  this  separate  trans- 
action between  him  and  the  Spanish  government,  the  treaty  being  yet 
unratified,  the  nature  of  the  engagements  of  the  United  States  in  it 
was  changed^  if  it  ever  should  be  ratified  ;  that  they  would  be  bound 
to  receive,  as  settled,  claims  which  they  had  engaged  to  receive 
as  unsettl^,  and  to  take  the  dictum  of  a  Spanish  tribunal  as  the  de- 
cision which  the  treaty  had  trusted  exclusively  to  an  American  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Meade  himself,  and  the  learned  counsel  whom  he  has  employed 
in  this  country,  know  better.    They  were  the  first  to  doubt  whether 
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his  claims  were  provided  for  by  the  treaty  at  all.  They  clearly  saw 
that,  if  provided  for,  it  was  only  upon  the  same  terms  and  upon  the 
same  conditions  with  all  the  rest.  His  memorial  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  objecting  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  was 
on  the  avowed  and  only  ground  that  it  had  not  provided  for  the  sat- 
isfaction of  his  claims.  He  demanded  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  should  be  refused,  or  given  upon  condition  that  a  new  article 
should  be  added,  providing  for  the  payment  in  full  of  his  claims  ;  that 
the  Floridas  should  be  sacrificed,  and  the  only  hopes  of  many  hun- 
dreds of  other  claimants  blasted^  that  he  might  be  sure  to  receive,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States,  payment  to  the  last  maravedi  of  what 
a  Spanish  tribunal  had,  since  the  treaty  was  concluded,  awarded  him 
as  a  debt  due  to  him  from  Spain*  His  memorial  insisted  that  neither 
Spain  nor  the  United  States  had  ever  possessed  the  right  of  making, 
between  themselves,  a  composition  of  his  claims ,  and,  without  being 
aware  or  micdful  that,  if  this  position  was  true,  the  irresistible  con- 
clusion from  it  was,  that  they  were  not  included  in  the  treaty  at  all, 
and  remained  in  full  force  against  Spain,  as  if  the  treaty  had  never 
been  made,  he  yet  required  that  the  United  States  should  make  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty  conditionai  upon  the  assent  of  Spain  to 
another^  by  which  At>  claims  should  be  distinguished  from  all  the  rest, 
admitted  without  asking  questions,  and  paid  without  the  deduction  of 
a  mill.  And  the  principal  argument  for  this  proposal  was,  that  Ais 
claims  upon  Spain  were  such  that  the  American  government  has 
never  possessed  the  right  of  interfering  to  support  them  against  Spain 
at  all. 

Thus,  Mr.  keade  himself,  and  his  learned  counsel,  first  raised  the 
question  whether  his  claims  were  included  among  those  provided  for 
by  the  treaty  ;  and  if  they  failed  of  convincing  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  of  the  propriety  of  withholding  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  which  they  had  made,  to  exact  the  consent  of  Spain 
to  another  which  they  had  not  made,  they  conclusively  proved  that  the 
United  States  had  never  been  under  obligations  of  negotiating  with 
Spain  concerning  them  at  all ;  and  gave  plausible  color  at  least  to 
the  belief  that  his  claims,  not  being  embraced  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty^  remained,  in  all  their  force,  acknowledged  and  unim- 
paired, to  be  paid,  without  reduction  or  compromise,  from  the  trea- 
sury of  Spain. 

But  after  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  had  been  exchanged,  and 
after  the  commission  instituted  under  it  was  organized,  Mr.  Meade  pro- 
duced before  them  his  claims,  as  being  among  those  provided  for  by 
the  treaty  ;  and  when  the  commissioners,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  to  their  country,  and  to  all  the  other  claimants  whose  rights  and 
interests  were  involved  in  the  decision ;  when  the  commissioners^ 
yielding  to  the  force  of  arguments  which  had  been  most  strenuously 
urged  by  Mr.  Meade  himself,  and  counsel ;  when  the  commissioners, 
seeing  in  the  treaty,  which  was  their  law,  no  mention  of  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  by  name,  and  no  description  of  claims  within  which  it  catUdj 
as  a  settled  and  liquidated  claim,  be  embraced  ;  when  the  commission- 
ers, men  of  high  and  irreproachable  character,  with  the  oath  of  God 
upon  their  souls,  with  no  evidence  before  them  but  such  as  the  treaty 
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must  exclade,  ana  do  argument  bat  that  of  Mr.  Meade  and  of  his 
connisel,  excluding  his  claim  from  the  treaty ;  when  these  commis- 
sioners  but  intimated  an  opinion  that  Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  not 
among  those  submitted  by  the  treaty  to  their  decision,  the  basest  and 
meet  inflammatory  anonymous  newspaper  publications  issued  from  a 
prostituted  press,  for  the  apparent  purpose  of  intimidating,  by  defa- 
mation, the  members  of  a  jpdicial  tribunal  from  the  discharge  of  their 
trust  according  to  the  conviction  of  their  consciences. 

Mr.  Meade  then,  too,  resorted  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  this  coun- 
try for  his  testimony  to  prove  that  it  Juid  been  the  intention  of  the 
Spanish  government  to  include  his  claim  among  those  which  were 
provided  for  by  the  treaty.  That  Spanish  minister  was  not  the  nego- 
tiator of  the  treaty,  nor  could  he,  more  than  any  other  person,  testify 
to  the  intention  of  the  Spanish  government,  any  otherwise  than  as  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  the  treaty  itself.  It  has  already  been  said  that 
during  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  neither  the  name  nor  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  had  ever  been  mentioned  between  the  negotiators  ;  and 
that^  when  it  was  signed,  the  Spanish  government  had  never  admitted 
that  he  had  a  valid  claim  upon  them  for  so  much  as  a  dollar.  Mr. 
Andnaga  did,  however,  furnish  Mr.  Meade  with  his  opinion  that  Mr. 
Meade's  claim  was  embraced  by  the  treaty,  and  that  opinion  was  laid 
before  the  commissioners.  Other  claims  were  also  presented  to  them, 
involving  the  same  question,  whether  coniracta  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment had  been  among  the  cases  provided  for  by  the  treaty  ;  and, 
at  the  application  of  one  of  the  suitors,  they  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  suggesting  their  impressions  that  claims  of  that 
description,  which  the  American  government  had  never  been  under 
any  obligation  to  enforce,  and  in  favor  of  which  even  their  right  to  in- 
terfere might  be  questioned,  were  not  included  in  the  treaty,  the  main 
and  obvious  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the  wrongs 
of  American  citizens,  entitled,  beyond  all  question,  to  the  full  pro- 
tection of  their  government.  This  letter  was  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  whose  direction  the  answer  was  re- 
turned,  which  was  conformable  to  the  truth  of  the  facts ;  and  this 
formed  the  correspondence  which  you  state  to  have  been  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Meade  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  and  by  him  to  your  govern- 
ment. 

In  oonclading  the  treaty,  the  American  government  was  well  aware, 
and  the  Spanish  government  could  not  be  ignorant^  that,  by  the  laws 
of  eternal  justice,  a  nation  has  no  more  than  an  individual  the  right 
of  discharging  itself  from  the  obligation  of  its  contracts  by  the  agree- 
ment of  a  third  party  to  assume  them,  without  the  consent,  express 
or  implied,  of  the  party  (whether  nation  or  individual)  by  whom  the 
contract  was  made. 

The  parties  to  the  treaty  well  knew,  also,  that  contrcicts  and  liqui- 
dated acknowledged  debts  are  not  in  their  nature  subjects  to  negotia- 
tion, especially  not  of  a  negotiation  between  one  of  the  parties  with  a 
third  party  not  privy  to  the  contract.  The  duty  of  a  nation  bound 
by  snch  a  contract  is  not  negotiation,  but  performance. 

They  likewise  knew  that,  with  regard  to  the  contracts  of  an  indi- 
vidual, born  in  one  country,  with  the  government  of  another,  most 
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especially  when  the  individual  contracting  is  domiciliated  in  the  coun- 
try with  whose  government  he  contracts,  and  formed  the  contract 
voluntarily  for  his  own  private  emolument,  and  without  the  privity  of 
the  nation  under  whose  protection  he  has  heen  bom,  he  has  no  claim 
whatsoever  to  call  upon  the  government  of  his  nativity  to  espouse  his 
claim — this  government  having  no  right  to  compel  that  with  which 
he  voluntarily  contracted  to  the  performance  of  that  contract. 

But  acknowledged^  unsettled,  unliquidated  claims  form  the  natural 
subject  of  negotiation,  and  of  all  negotiation  the  necessary  and  essen- 
tial character  is  compromise.  Of  such  claims,  whether  originating  in 
contract  or  in  wrong,  the  very  application  of  an  individual  to  one 
government  to  assist  him  in  the  enforcement  of  his  claim  upon  another 
imports  of  itself  the  consciousness  that  he  cannot  obtain  his  claim 
without  that  assist-ance,  and  makes  them  at  once  a  subject  of  negotia- 
tion and  compromise. 

For  such  unliquidated  claims,  alone,  provision  was  made  by  the 
fifth  renunciation  of  the  United  States  m  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  22d  February,  1819,  which,  by  its  terms,  is  limited  to  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  government,  stafe- 
menis  of  which ,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States^  had  been  exhibited  since  the  convention  of  1802  and 
until  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Meade  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  since  the  con- 
vention of  1802,  and  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  had  solvcUed 
the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
presented  some  general  statement  of  part  of  his  claims.  He  had 
specially  desired  that  they  should  be  included  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty,  and  had  been  informed  of  the  only  terms  upon  which  they 
would  or  could  be  considered  in  that  negotiation — in  common  with  the 
other  claims  for  which  it  was  to  provide.  They  were  and  could  be 
known  to  the  American  government  only  as  unsettled  and  disputed 
claims,  and  the  right  to  negotiate  a  compromise  for  them  in  commoQ 
with  the  rest,  founded  upon  his  own  soUcitaiion  and  the  acquiescence 
of  Spain,  was  not  for  a  moment  questioned ;  but  as  an  acknowledged 
claim,  the  amount  and  validity  of  which  was  known  and  admitted, 
and  about  which  the  United  States  and  Spain  had  no  right  to  negotiate 
between  themselves,  a  compromise  not  sanctioned  by  him,  it  certainly 
was  not  included,  nor  ever  intended  to  be  included,  in  the  ^treaty. 
From  the  moment  that  Spain  considers  it  as  such,  she  contracts  the  obli- 
gation of  dischar<];ing  it  herself,  as  a  contract  the  compromise  of  which 
neither  she  nor  the  United  States  could  rightfully  negotiate  between 
themselves  without  the  privity  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  which,  not  having 
been  so  negotiated,  she,  Spain,  is  bound,  in  honor  and  in  justice  to 
him,  to  discharge  to  the  last  farthing  from  her  own  treasury. 

This  is  what  Spain  can  perform  without  injustice  to  others.  But 
you  will  perceive,  at  a  glance,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  could  not,  without  the  grossest  injustice  to  their  nation  and  to 
all  the  other  claimants  under  the  treaty,  admit  that  a  transaction 
between  Spainish  tribunals  and  Mr.  Meade,  between  the  signature  and 
ratification  of  the  treaty^  should  change  the  nature  of  the  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  control  the  express  terms  of  the 
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treaty  iteelf,  and  bind  the  commiasioners  charged  with  the  duty  of 
ascertaining  and  deciding  the  amount  and  validity  of  unliquidated 
claioDiBy  to  take  an  acknowledgment  in  1820  as  evidence  of  the  condi- 
tion of  a  claim  in  1819.  The  sum  stipulated  for  payment  by  the 
United  States  of  oU  the  claims  assumed  was  limited  to  five  millions 
of  dollars*  The  amount  due  npon  the  whole  mass  might  ultimately 
be  found  less,  or  it  might  exceed  that  sum.  If  it  should  prove  less, 
the  balance  would  be  so  much  less  of  debt  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  If  more,  a  proportional  deduction  from  the  sum 
awarded  to  every  claimant  must  be  made,  each  of  whom  must  make 
this  small  sacrifice  to  the  adjustment  of  all  these  long-standing,  per- 
plexed, disputed,  and,  I  may  safely  say,  otherwise  desperate  demands. 
Those  of  Mr.  Meade,  in  February,  1819,  were  assuredly  not  less  des- 
perate than  the  rest.  To  allow  that  a  Spanish  tribunal,  long  after 
the  treaty  ought  to  have  been  ratified,  and  while  Spain  retained  the 
power  of  ratifying  or  rejecting  it,  should  select  this  claim  of  Mr. 
Meade  from  all  the  rest  to  invest  it  with  the  exclusive  and  invidious 
exemption  from  the  scmtiny  to  which  all  others  must  be  subjected  ; 
that  it  should  be  taken  out  of  the  treaty  for  examination  and  settle- 
ment, and  cast  back  upon  the  treaty  for  payment  in  full ;  that  it 
should  be  screened  from  all  investigation,  and  privileged  from  all  pro- 
portional deduction  ;  that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
fund  devoted  to  the  just  indemnity  of  many  hundred  claimants,  should 
be  doubly  ransomed  to  satisfy  the  plenitude  of  that  claim,  and  in 
revereuce  to  the  dignity  of  tribunals  which  under  the  treaty  had  no 
right  to  pass  upon  it  at  all,  would  be  as  wide  from  all  the  duties  of 
the  American  government  as  from  the  dictates  of  justice,  and  as  far 
from  its  present  intentions  as  from  those  of  either  party  to  the  treaty 
at  the  time  of  its  conclusion 

It  was  intended  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  Mr. 
Meade's  claims,  as  then  exhibited  to  them,  unsettled,  disputed  claims, 
a  mixed  character  for  contracts,  for  losses  upon  exchange,  for  depre- 
ciation of  Spanish  government  paper,  for  interest,  and  for  damages, 
all  except  the  first  of  most  uncertain  amount  and  validity,  should, 
in  common  with  other  claims  provided  for,  have  the  benefit  of  the 
treaty.  But  np  stipulation  of  special  favor  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade, 
at  the  expense  of  other  claimants,  was,  or  could  be,  intended  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  The  claim  presented  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  commissioners  is  for  an  acknowlenged  debt  from  the  Spanish 
government  to  him^  dated  May,  1820,  and  directed  to  be  paid  cut  of 
thejunds  ofth^i  RoydL  Finance  Department  with  interest.  To  say  that 
this  is  not  the  claim  which,  in  February,  1819,  the  United  States  had 
renounced  and  agreed  to  compound,  would  be  to  say  that  daylight  is 
not  darkness.  Mr.  Meade  might,  with  as  much  propriety,  have  pur- 
chased in  the  market,  at  its  current  price,  any  other  order  upon  the 
Junda  of  the  Royal  Finance  Department,  and  brought  it  before  the  com- 
missioners as  a  claim  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  as  he  could  this 
order — a  part  of  the  sum  constituting  which  was  for  interest  o^ccraed 
after  the  treaty  had  been  signed. 

Of  the  obligation  of  the  Spanish  government  to  pay  Mr.   Meade, 
with  interest,  the  whole  amount  of  this  sum  acknowledged  by  its  own 
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tribanals  to  be  due,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  But  it  is  equally  clear 
that  it  is  not  the  debt  which,  in  February,  1819,  the  United  States 
had  agreed  to  assume,  to  consider  as  cancelled,  and  to  discharge.  It 
was  not  the  claim  which  had  been  exhibited,  or  had  ever  existed,  in 
February,  1819.  It  was  a  claim  of  a  totally  distinct  and  different 
character.  It  was  a  new  obligation  of  Spain,  for  which  no  provision 
had  been  made  by  the  treaty,  and  with  which  the  United  Statas  could 
not,  without  injustice  to  themselves  and  to  all  the  other  claimants,  be 
charged. 

By  the  intention  of  including  Mr.  Meade's  claims  among  those  pro* 
vided  for  by  the  treaty  at  the  time  of  its  negotiation,  the  American 
government  had  shown  its  kindness  towards  him  to  the  utmost  verge 
of  its  compatibility  with  their  duties  to  others.  Mr.  Meade's  claims, 
as  then  existing,  however  meritorious  as  against  Spain,  were  far  from 
being,  against  the  United  States,  as  deserving  as  many  others  with, 
which  they  were  to  share  the  benefit  of  the  treaty.  They  were  claims, 
part  of  which  were  for  supplies  to  support  the  aUy  of  Spain,  then,  or 
very  shortly  after,  the  enemy  of  the  United  States — supplies  to  main- 
tain a  cause  which,  so  far  as  concerned  Spain,  the  United  States  were 
neutral,  but  which,  by  its  inseparable  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
was  the  cause  of  that  nation  against  Mr.  Meade's  country.  There  was 
no  one  point  of  view  in  which  those  claims  could  be  considered  that 
gave  them  a  title  to  the  special  favor  or  support  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment or  nation ;  and  oy  extending  to  them  the  advantages  of  a 
composition  which  they  were  enabled  to  effect  with  Spain,  of  numer- 
ous other  and  far  more  meritorious  claims,  in  meaning  to  do  equal 
justice  to  all,  they  perhaps  did  more  than  justice  to  Mr.  Meade. 

While,  therefore,  your  position,  that  the  Spanish  nation  was  cer- 
tainly responsible  (to  Mr.  Meade)  for  the  total  amount  of  the  acknow- 
ledged debt,  is  indisputable,  his  Catholic  Majesty  will  find,  by  further 
examination  of  the  treaty,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
did  not  take  upon  itself,  by  the  latter  ratification  of  the  treaty ,  nor  ever, 
in  any  other  manner,  thie  dtbt.  The  fifth  renunciation  of  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  neither  did,  nor  could,  nor  was  ever  intended  to 
include  this  debt.  And  the  latter  ratification  of  the  United  iitates 
neither  did,  nor  could,  in  the  slightest  degree,  alter  the  character  of 
obligations  which  the  United  States  had  contracted  on  the  face  of  the 
treaty,  on  the  22d  February,  1819.  The  fifth  renunciation,  upon  its 
face  and  by  its  terms,  was  limited  io  claims  stated,  but  unsettled,  of 
uncertain  amountand  validity,  as  existing  at  the  aigiMiurc  of  the  treaty. 
The  ratification  ot  the  United  States  could  no  more  change  the  import 
of  this  renunciation  than  it  could  change  the  words  in  which  it  was 
expressed.  The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  reserves  the  examination 
and  decision  of  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  assumed  by 
the  United  States,  for  the  eocdusive  cognizance  of  a  commission  of 
American  citizens ;  and  whoever  appears  before  them,  as  a  claimant 
under  the  treaty,  must  abide  by  their  decision,  conformably  to  the 
treaty.  For  all  subsequent  engagements,  contracts,  and  debta^  of  the 
Spanish  government,  whether  with  Mr.  Meade,  or  with  any  other  clam- 
ants,  Spain,  and  not  the  United  States,  is  chargeable.  If  Mr.  Meads 
claims  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  by  the  treaty  must  he  submit  to  be 
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jadged ;  and,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  must  he  receive 
hifl  indemnity.  If  he  means  to  resort  to  engagements  of  debts  subse- 
quently contracted,  or  to  the  decisions  of  Spanish  tribunals,  to  Spain 
alone  mast  he  have  recourse  for  satis&ction.  This  conclusion  cannot 
be  departed  from  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  due 
to  the  plain  intent  and  unequivocal  language  of  the  treaty  ;  it  is  due 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  it  is  due 
to  thoee  of  many  hundreds  of  their  citizens  whose  demands  upon  the 
justice  of  Spain  were  at  least  as  strong  and  clear,  and  whose  right  to 
support  and  protection  of  their  country  was,  at  least,  more  perfect  and 
uneqaivocal  than  those  of  Mr.  Meade.  Special  unstipulated /atH>r  to 
him  would  be  flagrant  injustice  to  them. 

When,  therefore,  in  the  conclusion  of  your  letter,  you  beforehand 
solemnly  and  respectfully  protest  against  any  decision  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  in  virtue  of  the  treaty,  which  invaUdcUes,  in  any 
manner,  tlie  (icknotoUdgmeTU  made  by  your  government  of  the  total 
debt  of  Mr.  Meade  agreeably  to  the  certificate  which  they  sent  to  him 
in  oonaequence,  and  which  you  state  to  be  in  possession  of  the  com- 
missioners, I  am  directed  to  say,  in  answer,  first,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  have  no  more  than  the  government  of  Spain  the 
right  or  authority  to  dictate  or  control  the  decisions  of  the  commission- 
ers appointed  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  22d  February,  1819 ;  and  that, 
as  the  United  States  will  not  assume  themselves,  so  they  will  not  suffer 
from  Spain  the  exercise  of  any  such  dictation  or  control,  alike  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  impartial  justice  and  to  the  judicial  indepen- 
dence which  constitutes  the  excellence  and  the  glory  of  the  institutions 
both  of  this  country  and  of  Spain. 

And,  secondly,  that  there  neither  has  been,  nor  is  there  reason  to 
expect,  any  decision  of  the  commissioners  to  invalidcdey  in  any  manner, 
soy  acknotaledgment  by  your  government  of  the  total  debt  to  Mr. 
Meade  ;  the  validity  of  any  such  acknowledgment  being,  like  the  ob- 
ligation which  it  imports,  for  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the  Spanish 
government  itself,  and  importing  neither  obligation  nor  authority  for 
which  the  United  States  are  answerable,  or  the  charge  of  which  they 
have  ever  consented  to  assume. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Don  HiLABio  DB  RrvAS  y  Salmon, 

Charge  d*  Affaires  from  Spain. 


D. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  WriglUy  of  New  Tcrk,  in  the  Senate^  January  18, 1838, 
wpm  ike  finoL  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Richard 
W.  Meade. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  felt,  and  felt  most  deeply,  that  in  offering  re- 
sistance to  the  passage  of  this  bill  he  must  appear  to  be  offering  re- 
sistance to  the  well  known  and  often  expressed  will  and  opinion  of 
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a  large  majority  of  the  Senate^;  a  position  which  he  assumed,  upon  al^^ 
occasions,  with  extreme  reluctance  He  also  felt  that,  in  opposing 
the  hill,  he  might  seem  to  he  insensible  to,  or  regardless  of,  the  con- 
dition of  those  immediately  interested  in  its  passage.  He  was  not, 
however,  unmindful  that  Mr.  Meade  himself  haa  passed  from  the  cares 
and  troubles  of  this  world ;  that  he  had  left  a  widow  and  a  large 
family  of  children,  he  believed  mostly  females,  and  that  all  were  said 
to  be  dependent  for  their  worldly  fortunes  upon  the  success  of  this 
claim.  He  knew  that  the  claimants  had  many  and  valuable  and 
worthy  friends  in  this  body,  and  he  was  free  to  admit  that  their  con- 
dition justly  drew  towards  them  the  sympathies  of  all.  It  should  be 
his  studied  purpose^  in  the  remarks  he  had  to  make,  to  say  nothing 
which  could  wound  the  feelings  of  the  most  tender  friendship,  or  be 
offensive  to  the  liveliest  sympathies. 

When  he  asked  a  short  postponement  of  the  final  question  upon  the 
bill,  several  days  since,  he  avowed  his  object  to  be  to  obtain  time  to 
re-examine  the  claim,  having,  several  years  since,  and  when  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House,  made  a  partial  examination  of  it,  and  formed 
conclusions  strongly  unfavorable  to  its  validity.  He  had  made  the  ex- 
amination again,  and  found  his  former  impressions  fully  confirmed, 
and  he  now  merely  proposed  to  give  to  th.e  Senate,  as  briefly  as  it 
could  be  done,  a  statement  of  the  facts  upon  which  his  opinions  rested. 
He  regretted  that  he  could  not  have  found  an  opportunity  to  discharge 
this  duty  at  an  earlier  hour  of  the  day,  and  in  a  fuller  Senate,  as  he 
felt  conscious  that  many  of  the  members  were  even  less  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  claim  than  he  was  himself.  Still  he  would 
not  ask  further  delay.  He  had  been  prepared  ibr  the  question 
upon  the  bill  on  the  day  to  which  it  was  postponed  upon  his 
motion,  and  as  none  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  since  that 
time  was  chargeable  to  him,  so  he  would  not  now  incur  such  a  charge, 
but  would  proceed  directly  to  the  task  he  had  assumed. 

He  found  from  the  papers  in  the  case  that  Mr.  Meade,  being  a  citi- 
zen of  Pennsylvania,  left  this  country  for  Spain  in  the  year  1803  ; 
that  his  business  was  exclusively  of  a  private  character,  and  was,  as 
he  states  himself,  to  obtain  the  release  of  some  property  detained  at 
Buenos  Ayres  ;  that  he  was  unexpectedly  delayed  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  attempt  to  release  the  property,  and  was  finally  unsucoesslul 
in  the  undertaking  ;  that  while  absent,  he  conceived  the  design  of  es- 
tablishing a  commercial  house  at  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  and,  as  soon  as  his 
other  enterprise  was  abandoned,  carried  that  design  into  execution  ; 
that  he  opened  an  extensive  American  trade,  principally  in  provis- 
ions, and  succeeded  in  obtaining  various  contracts  for  the  supply  of  the 
government  and  armies  of  Spain  with  provisions ;  that  successive 
contracts  were  made,  and  large  supplies  furnished,  through  a  series 
of  years,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  Mr.  Meade  was  a  resident 
of  Spain,  was  domicilated  there,  and  made  commerce  his  business  and 
pursuit. 

In  1806  he  was  appointed  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the  port 
of  Cadiz,  which  agency  of  this  government  he  continued  to  hold  until 
some  time  in  the  year  1816  or  1817  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  al- 
leged, that  any  of  his  troubles  with  the  Spanish  govreument,  or  any 
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part  of  this  claim,  arose  from  any  transaction  connected  with  bis 
agency  for  the  United  States.  On  the  contrary^  it  is  admitted  on  all 
hands,  and  so  the  facts  prove,  that  his  claims,  whatever  they  were^ 
against  Spain,  and  whatever  they  may  now  be  against  this  govern- 
ment, have  grown  solely  out  of  his  private  transactions  with  the  Span- 
ish authorities ;  out  of  his  contracts  to  furnish  provisions,  and  the 
like,  and  out  of  litigations  between  him  and  the  Spanish  authorities, 
and  between  him  and  individuals,  with  which  the  United  States  had 
no  connexion  directly  or  indirectly,  and  in  all  of  which  he  was  act- 
ing merely  for  himself,  and  in  no  sense  whatsoever  as  the  agent  or 
representative,  in  any  character,  or  in  any  degree,  of  this  government. 
So  mach  for  the  origin  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  recount,  very  briefly,  the  commencement 
of  the  troubles  between  Mr.  Meade  and  the  Spanish  government  and 
authorities,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  gather  the  history  from  the 
papers.     In  the  year  1812,  Mr.  Meade  states  that  he  found  himself 
largely  in  advance  to  Spain^  on  account  of  the  supplies  he  had  furn- 
ished under  his  several  contracts,  to  the  amount  of  some  eight  hun- 
dred or  more  thousand  dollars  ;  that  he  satisfied  himself,  (upon  what 
evidence  he  does  not  state,  (that  the  treasurer  general  of  Spain  was 
using  funds  which,  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  his  contracts  with 
the  government,  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  him  ;  that  he  wrote  and 
published  a  pamphlet,  setting  forth  the  nature,  character,  and  extent 
of  his  contracts,  the  amount  of  his  debt  against  the  government,  and 
complaining,  in  terms  of  censure,  of  the  conduct  of  the  treasurer 
general,  and  the  other  Spanish  authorities,  and  of  their  bad  faith  ex- 
ercised towards  bim^     For  this  publication  he  was  arrested  and  con- 
fined in  prison  for  a  period  of  three  montb^',  when  he  was  released 
upon  bail.     He  appealed  to  the  cortes  against  the  injustice  of  the 
treatment  he  had  received,  and  alleged  that  his  imprisonment  had 
been  illegal.     The  cortes,  as  he  states,  ordered  the  payment  of  his 
demands  against  the  government,  pronounced  his  imprisonment  illegal, 
and  decreed  punishment  against  the  minister  who  had  given  the  order 
for  his  arrest,  and  against  the  judge  who  executed  the  order.     The 
order  of  the  cortes  for  the  payment  of  his  demands  was,  as  he  alleges, 
but  very  partially  complied  with,  and  that  in  a  manner  to  compel 
great  sacrifices  and  heavy  losses  on  his  part ;    while  the  cortes  itself 
being  soon  after  dissolved,  a  tribunal  denominated  ''  the  Supreme 
Council  of  War,"  obtained  jurisdiction  of  the  prosecution  depending 
against  him  for  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet,  pronounced  the  pub- 
lication a  libel  on  the  government,  and  imposed  upon  Mr.  Meade  a 
fine  of  two  thousand  ducats,  by  way  of  punishment  for  the  offence. 
This  affair  seems  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  his  difficulties 
with  the  Spanish  authorities. 

Another  litigation,  which  seems  to  have  connected  itself  imme- 
diately and  importantly  with  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade,  arose  as  fol- 
lows: 

An  individual  by  the  name  of  Glass,  a  merchant  of  Cadiz,  some- 
time in  the  year  1811,  visited  England,  was  arrested  there  in  conse- 
quence of  his  pecuniary  liabilities  to  the  house  of  Hunter,  Bainey,  & 
Co.,  of  London,  and  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  was  obtained  against 
Eep.  C.  0.  226 9 


130  BIGHABD    W.   MEADE, 

him  in  England,  where  he  was  himself  detained  upon  his  arrest.  A 
Spanish  tribunal,  denominated  '^  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  at  Cadiz," 
took  jurisdiction  of  the  affairs  and  estate  of  Glass  at  Cadiz  ;  and  it 
seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  jurisdiction  assumed  by 
this  tribunal  was  rightfully  assumed.  In  the  course  of  its  proceed- 
ings, this  tribunal  appointed  Mr.  Meade  the  assignee  of  the  estate  of 
Glass  in  Spain,  requiring  from  him  bonds,  containing,  among  other 
conditions,  one  that  he  should  **  be  responsible  solely  to  the  tribunal" 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  estate  of  Glass,  committed  to  his  possession, 
care,  and  management.  Mr.  Meade  accepted  the  trust,  and  entered 
upon  its  discharge.  He  closed  the  affairs  of  the  estate  in  Spain,  and 
paid  off  all  the  demands  existing  against  it  there.  This  being  done, 
he  found  an  amount  of  about  fifty-two  thousand  dollars  in  money  in 
his  hands,  being  proceeds  of  the  estate  unexpended.  This  balance  he 
supposed,  belonged  to  the  assignees  of  Glass  in  England;  and  he  states 
that  he  made  frequent  application  to  '^  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  of 
Cadiz"  for  leave  to  pay  it  to  the  English  assignees,  but  that  the  leare 
was  not  granted.  Some  time  in  the  year  1816,  Hunter,  of  the  London 
house  of  Hunter,  Bainey,  &  Co.  visited.  Cadiz,  upon  the  business  be- 
tween that  house  and  the  estate  of  Glass.  About  the  same  time.  Glass 
escaped  from  his  bail  in  England,  re-appeared  at  Cadiz,  and  laid  an 
injunction  upon  the  money  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Meade,  to  prevent  its 
payment  to  Hunter,  alleging  that  the  property,  of  which  this  money 
was  the  proceeds,  had  been  improperly  considered  as  bound  by  the 
commission  of  bankruptcy.  A  litigation,  therefore,  arose  before  '*  the 
Tribunal  of  Commerce  of  Cadiz,"  between  Hunter,  representing  the 
London  house  of  Hunter  Bainey,  &  Co.  and  Glass,  as  to  which  had 
the  right  to  receive  the  money  from  Mr.  Meade.  Pending  this  litiga- 
tion between  these  parties,  the  tribunal^  upon  whose  application,  or 
whether  upon  any  application  at  all,  does  not  appear  from  the  papers, 
made  an  order  that  Mr.  Meade  should,  upon  a  day  named  in  the  order 
make  a  deposit  of  the  money  in  the  royal  treasury  of  Spain^  there  to 
await  the  decision  of  the  question  to  whom  the  money  of  right  be- 
longed. Mr.  Meade  made  a  deposit  under  the  order  and  obtained  a 
certificate  of  deposit  therefor,  which  was  laid  before  the  tribunal,  or 
the  purport  ancf  effect  of  it  made  known  to  that  judiciary.  Pending 
the  litigation,  Hunter  appointed  a  person  by  the  name  of  McDermot 
the  agent  of  the  London  house,  and  left  Spain.  McDermot,  subse- 
quently raised  a  question  before  the  tribunal  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  deposit  made  by  Mr.  Meade  in  the  royal  treasury  in  pursuance  of 
its  order,  alleging  that  the  deposit  was  not  made  in  specie,  but  in  some 
description  of  government  paper  less  valuable  than  specie.  Mr. 
Meade  contendea  that  the  certificate  of  deposit  showed  that  the  de- 
posit had  been  made  in  "  effective  speciey"  and  that,  whenever  the 
tribunal  should  order  the  payment  of  the  sum,  **  his  Majesty  would 
pay  in  the  same  coin."  Still  McDermot  sued  Meade,  before  the  same 
tribunal,  for  the  money,  and  recovered  against  him.  Meade  appealed 
to  a  superior  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  called  ^^alzadas  ;"  but, 
before  this  last  named  tribunal  had  gained  possession  of  the  cause, 
and  had  passed  judgment  upon  it,  McDermot  obtained  an  order,  by 
which  it  was  transferred  from  the  *^  alzadas"  to  ^^  the  Supreme  Conn- 
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cil  of  War."  This  council  confirmed  the  decision  of  'Hhe  Tribunal 
of  Commerce  of  Cadiz/'  that  Mr.  Meade  was  still  liable,  notwith- 
standing the  deposit  he  had  made  in  the  King's  treasury,  to  pay  the 
fifty-two  thousand  dollars  to  McDermot,  or  those  he  represented. 
From  this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  War,  Mr.  Meade  at- 
tempted to  take  a  further  appeal,  but  his  application  for  that  purpose 
was  not  granted.  A  rehearing,  however,  before  the  same  tribunal 
was  granted,  and  five  new  judges  were  added  to  the  court,  to  sit  upon 
the  new  trial.  Before  this  new  trial  took  place,  McDermot  made  an 
application  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Meade,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was 
about  to  leave  Spain,  which  application  was  successful ;  and,  on  the 
second  day  of  May,  1816,  Mr.  Meade  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  a 
prison  called  ^'  Santa  Catalina,"  at  Cadiz. 

No  further  history  of  this  litigation  has  been  found  in  the  papers, 
nor  is  any  further  detail  in  relation  to  it  deemed  important  to  the  pre- 
sent discussion.  Little  is  learned  from  the  documents  which  have  been 
examined  of  the  character  or  severity  of  the  imprisonment  suf- 
fered, except  that  our  minister  in  Spain,  in  the  course  of  his  corres- 
pondence with  the  Spanish  authorities  to  obtain  the  release  of  Mr. 
Meade^  often  styles  the  prison  ^'  a  felon's  prison;"  and  a  single  clause 
in  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Meade  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  will  be  hereafter  more  particularly  referred  to,  wherein  she 
says,  speaking  of  this  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade,  that  he  was  ^^  con- 
fined in  a  dungeon,  with  a  sentinel  at  his  door,  and  for  several  months 
locked  up  at  night"  This  language  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 
'^dungeon  in  which  Mr.  Meade  was  confined  was  not,  for  any  portion 
of  the  time  of  his  imprisonment,  locked  during  the  day  time,  and  that 
it  was  not  locked  during  the  night,  except  for  a  few  months  of  the 
period     These  observations  would  become  material  hereafter. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Meade  commenced  his  appeals 
to  oar  minister  in  Spain,  and  the  correspondence  between  that  minis- 
ter and  the  Spanish  government  would  show  that  no  want  of  zeal  or 
exertion  in  the  cause  of  Mr.  Meade  could  be  alleged  against  that  agent 
of  the  United  States,  upon  which  a  liability  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
vernment to  pay  his  claims  could  be  founded.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had 
read  the  correspondence  with  some  attention,  that  he  made  no  preten- 
sions to  the  diplomatic  science,  but  that  he  must  say,  if  any  im- 
pression had  been  made  upon  his  mind  more  strongly  than  another, 
from  that  reading,  it  was  that  of  surprise  that  the  Spanish  authorities 
had  not  considered  and  treated  the  minister  as  exceeding  his  diplo- 
matic character  and  duties  in  the  warmth  and  pertinacity  of  his  ap- 
pals on  behalf  of  Mr.  Meade.  Indeed,  if  his  memory  served  him, 
the  minister  did  persevere  until  his  notes  were  returned  unanswered 
by  those  diplomatic  agents  of  the  Spanish  government  to  whom  they 
were  addressed.  Nor  were  his  efforts  confined  to  his  exertions  in 
Spain,  as  he  did  not  fail  to  invoke  the  aid  of  his  government  by  ap- 
peals to  and  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  various  stages  of  the 
proceedings. 

Still  Mr.  Meade  was  not  relieved  from  duress,  and  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1817,  Mrs.  Meade  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  memorial,  detailing  his  grievances,  and  urging  the  interfer- 
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enco  of  this  government  to  obtain  biB  release.  A  call  was  made  by  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  upon  the  President  for  the  information  in  his 
possession  relating  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade ;  and 
oy  a  message  dated  the  29th  of  January,  1818,  he  transmitted  copies 
of  the  correspondence  between  our  minister  in  Spain  and  the  Spanish 
authorities,  and  between  both  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Meade,  above  referred  to. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations  of  the 
respective  Houses  of  Congress,  from  which  written  reports  were  made, 
strongly  remonstrating  against  the  treatment  under  which  it  appeared 
to  them  Mr.  Meade  was  unjustly  suffering;  and  each  report  concluded 
with  expressions  strongly  indicative  of  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  this 
government,  to  interfere  in  his  behalf,  unless  his  release  should  follow 
those  proceedings  of  the  national  legislature.  These  reports  were  made, 
that  to  the  Senate  on  the  24th  of  March,  and  that  to  the  House  of  Be* 
presentatives  on  the  4th  of  April,  1818. 

So  far  did  the  authorities  of  this  government,  at  home  and  abroad, 
go  to  relieve  Mr.  Meade  from  his  unpleasant  situation,  growing  out  of 
a  litigation,  not  with  the  Spanish  government,  but  with  a  private  in- 
dividual ;  not  out  of  his  claims  against  Spain,  but  out  of  a  private  trust, 
voluntarily  assumed  by  him,  and  involving  the  interests  of  those  at 
whose  suit  and  by  whose  procurement  he  was  imprisoned. 

He  would  not  here  stop  to  comment  upon  the  propriety  of  this  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  our  government  and  its  authorities,  although,  at 
a  subsequent  stage  of  the  discussion,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  allude  to 
it.  His  whole  pu-pose,  for  the  present,  would  be  answered  by  the  re- 
mark, that  hitherto  most  certainly  the  United  States  had  done  nothing, 
and  omitted  nothing,  from  which  a  liability  to  pay  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Meade  against  the  government  of  Spain  could  even  be  pretended,  much 
less  sustained.  Indeed,  it  was  but  just  to  say  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  friends  of  the  claim  to  infer  liability  from  any  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  yet  been  recounted. 

Mr.  Meade  was  discharged  from  duress  some  time  in  May,  1818, 
and  seems  to  have  turned  his  attention  immediately  to  the  adjustment 
of  his  claims  upon  the  Spanish  government.  During  the  period  of  his 
arrest  and  confinement,  the  papers  show  that  he  was  devoting  every 
exertion  in  his  power  to  the  attainment  of  this  object,  and  that  oar 
minister  in  Spain  did  not  fail,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  relation  to  his  imprisonment,  to  interpose  the  subject  of 
his  claims  also,  whenever  that  could  be  done  with  propriety,  or  with 
any  prospect  of  benefit  to  Mr.  Meade.  But  after  his  final  release  this 
became  Mr.  Meade's  sole  business,  and  his  appeals  to  our  minister 
abroad  and  to  the  proper  department  of  our  government  at  home,  in 
reference  to  the  claims,  became  direct  and  earnest. 

At  as  early  a  day  as  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  only  one  month  after  his 
release,  Mr.  Meade  addressed  a  letter  to  our  Secretary  of  State,  which, 
in  a  certain  contingency,  announced  his  intention  of  throwing  himself 
upon  the  protection  and  justice  of  bis  government,  and  abandoning 
his  personal  efforts  to  settle  or  obtain  payment  of  his  claims.  This 
letter  seems,  upon  its  face,  to  have  grown  out  of  a  state  of  circum- 
stances such  as  follow : 
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Mr.  Meade  alleges  that,  after  his  release,  it  was  intimated  to  him 
from  a  strictly  confidential  but  highly  authoritative  source,  that  in 
case  he  could  make  a  further  advance  in  money  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  would  accept  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Floridas  for  his  whole 
claims,  the  business  might  be  adjusted  much  to  his  advantage. 
Knowing  that  negotiations  were  depending  in  the  United  States  for  a 
cession  of  the  Floridas  to  our  government,  he  would  not  venture  to 
make  any  advance  towards  an  adjustment  of  his  claims  upon  this  basis 
until  he  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  negotiator  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  learned  from  htm  whether,  in  case  a 
treaty  should  be  concluded,  and  the  cession  made,  a  grant  of  land  to 
him  by  Spain  of  that  date  would  be  valid.  Hence  the  letter  to  which 
he  referred,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  at  Cadis,  was  written, 
and  to  make  the  above  inquiry  was  its  principal  object.  As  it  was  his 
fixed  purpose  to  occupy  as  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  as  possible, 
he  would  only  trouble  them  with  the  reading  of  the  last  clause  of  the 
letter.     It  was  in  these  words  : 

*'  I  shall  wait  in  Madrid  for  your  answer ;  and  should  it  be  unsatis-' 
factory,  or  should  I  find  it  impracticable  even  to  obtain  this  mode  of 
arrangement  from  the  Spanish  government,  in  case  of  your  answer 
being  satisfactory,  I  shall  enter  my  protest,  and  leave  the  kingdom, 
and  place  a  full  reliance  on  my  own  government  for  supporting  my 
just  demands  whenever  an  arrangement  shall  take  place  between  the 
two  countries,  being  confident  that,  whenever  such  an  event  does^  take 
place,  provision  will  be  made  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens*" 

Here  was  a  contingent  appeal  to  our  government  to  make  the  claims 
of  Mr.  Meade  matter  of  treaty  stipulation  between  us  and  Spain,  and 
the  contingency,  in  the  first  aspect  of  it,  was  to  be  put  at  rest  by  our 
Secretary  ot  State.  If  a  grant  of  land  in  Florida,  made  to  Mr.  Mieade 
by  the  Spanish  government,  would  not  be  recognized  in  or  made 
valid  by  the  treaty  of  cession  from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  then 
the  appeal  was  no  longer  contingent,  but  positive ;  because,  in  that 
case,  the  determination  of  Mr.  Meade  was  declared  to  enter  his  pro- 
test, leave  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  and  rely  upon  his  own  government 
for  his  redress.  The  Secretary  of  State  immediately  answered  his 
letter,  and  assured  him  that,  in  case  a  treaty  was  concluded,  and  the 
Floridas  ceded,  grants  of  land  therein  made  by  Spain  at  so  late 
a  date  would  not  be  recognized  and  confirmed.  The  contingency 
was,  therefore,  put  at  rest  by  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr.  Meade's  letter,  and  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  protection  of 
our  government  remained  before  the  State  Department  without  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  Meade,  in  some  of  the  papers,  seems  to  suppose  that  this  call 
from  him  upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  failure  to  accept  of  a 
grant  of  Florida  lands,  gives  him  a  strong  equitable  claim  to  appeal  to 
our  government  for  the  payment  of  his  demands  against  Spain  ;  but 
was  this  supposition  well  founded  ?  His  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  making  the  inquiry  whether  such  a  grant  to  him  by  Spain 
would  be  recognized,  in  case  a  treaty  was  made,  was  written  at  Cadiz, 
in  Spain,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  and  the  language  of  the  letter 
conclusively  proves  that  it  was  written  immediately  after  the  intima- 
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tion  had  been  made  to  him  that  his  claims  might  be  adjusted  in  this 
mode.  A  treaty  was  concluded  by  which  the  Floridas  were  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  that  treaty  was  signed  at  Washington  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819.  By  it  all  grants  of  land  in  the  territories  of 
Florida,  made  by  Spain  prior  to  the  24th  day  of  January,  1818,  were 
confirmed  and  made  valid,  and  all  grants  of  land  in  those  territories 
made  subsequent  to  that  day,  were  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 
From  these  dates  and  facts,  it  will  be  seen  that,  had  Mr.  Meade  taken 
a  grant  of  Florida  lands  from  Spain,  at  the  time  his  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  was  written,  or  within  any  period  of  five  months  pre- 
vious, it  would  have  availed  him  nothing,  as  the  treaty  would  have 
made  it,  as  it  did  make  all  grants  by  Spain  within  that  period  and 
subsequent  to  it,  absolutely  null  and  void.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how 
a  claim  for  the  payment  of  money,  either  legal  or  equitable,  can  arise 
out  of  this  fitat'e  of  facts. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  even  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
so  far  as  our  government  was  concerned,  Mr.  Meade  stood  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  voluntary  applicant  for  its  protection  and  its  justice,  when- 
ever an  arrangement  stiould  take  place  between  the  countries,  being 
confident,  as  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  he  expressed  him- 
self to  be,  that,  whenever  such  an  event  should  take  place,  provision 
would  be  made  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens. 

But  the  strength  of  theargument  does  not  rest  here.  This  appeal 
of  Mr.  Meade,  it  is  true,  was  made  to  the  negotiator  on  our  part  of 
the  treaty,  which  concluded  that  negotiation ;  it  was  made  pending 
the  negotiation,  not  only,  but  was  made  when  Mr.  Meade  knew  that 
negotiation  to  be  pending,  and  because  he  know  it  to  be  pending. 
Still  it  was  not  the  only,  or  the  most  material,  appeal  to  our  govern- 
ment, to  include  his  claims  in  the  treaty  arrangement ;  and  to  show 
this,  he  would  refer  to  another  step  taken  on  his  behalf,  prior  to  the 
signing  of  the  treaty,  and,  as  the  document  referred  to  will  prove,  by 
his  express  direction. 

Under  date  of  the  Itth  January,  1819,  Mrs.  Meade  writes  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  follows  : 

''I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  enclosed,  a  statement  of  the  grounds 
of  my  husband's  claims  on  the  Spanish  government^  which  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  him  from  the  said 
government,  showing  the  amount  due  on  lih'amientoa  now  in  his  pos- 
session, on  contracts,  and  on  damages,  on  bills  received  from  said  gov- 
ernment, as  well  as  his  reclamation  on  the  score  of  the  unjust  impris- 
onment suffered  by  him  for  two  years. 

*'The  time  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  gf  the  opportunity  by  which 
I  received  this  statement  was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make  out  a 
detail  of  his  claims  ;  but  thinking  it  important  that  some  statement 
fihould  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  out  the  en- 
closed ;  trusting  that^  m  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween our  country  and  Spain,  this  document  would  serve  as  a  guide 
for  that  protection  which  this  government  may  think  proper  to 
grant  him." 

Enclosed  in  this  letter  was  a  very  general,  and  somewhat  argument- 
ative, statement  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  upon  Spain,  and  which, 
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tbe  letter  showfl^  was  transmitted  by  his  wife  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  contemplation  of  ^^ a  speedy  conduaion  of  a  treaty  between  our  country 
and  Spain,  "  was  sent  by  him  to  her  for  the  purpose  of  such  transmis- 
sion, was  made  by  him  in  haste  because  of  the  necessity  of  the  presen- 
tation, to  the  Department  of  State,  of  some  statement  of  his  claims, 
before  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and  was  such  a  statement  as  he 
trusts  ^' would  serve  as  a  guide  for  that  protection  which  this  govern- 
meni  might  think  proper  to  grant  him." 

The  treaty  was  speedily  concluded,  after  the  transmission  of  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims,  it  having  been  signed  by  the  high 
contracting  parties  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  but  little  more  than 
one  month  after  the  date  of  Mrs.  Meade's  letter,  at  Philadelphia. 
Sorely,  then,  it  would  not  be  contended  that  our  government  was  not 
both  authorized  and  urged  by  Mr.  Meade  to  make  his  claims  the  sub- 
ject of  treaty  arrangement,  and  of  arrangement  under  that  identical 
treaty,  or  that  there  was  anything  in  his  authority  and  appeal  differ- 
ent from  that  which  must  always  be  supposed  to  attend  the  appeal  of 
a  citizen  to  his  government  to  protect  his  interest  with  a  foreign  power. 
In  his  first  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  referred  to,  he  says 
he  is  confident  that,  when  a  treaty  shall  be  concluded,  ^ ^provision  wHl 
be  made  for  the  claims  o/  our  citizens^'*  thus  expressly  placing  his 
claims  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  all  our  other  citizens,  who 
might  have  claims,  of  any  character,  against  the  Spanish  government. 
In  Mrs.  Meade's  letter,  just  read,  she  says  she  trusts  that  the  state- 
ment of  her  husband's  claims,  enclosed  by  her  in  pursuance  of  his  di- 
rection, ^^  would  serve  as  a  guide  for  that  protecfion  which  this  govern^ 
meni  may  think  proper  to  grant  him."  Could  authority  or  appeals  be 
more  broad,  more  general,  or  place  the  whole  matter  more  within  the 
power  and  discretion  of  this  government  ?    It  seemed  to  him  not. 

Did  the  treaty  affect  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  against  Spain,  and  if 
so,  to  what  extent  and  in  what  manner  ? 

He  was  well  aware  that  he  had  now  reached  the  question  whether 
or  not  the  treaty  did,  in  fact,  embrace  the  claims  of  Mrs.  Meade,  and 
did  release  Spain  from  any  further  liability  to  him  ?  This  question 
he  did  not  propose  to  discuss,  but  to  leave  that  discussion  to  others, 
who  had  examined  it  more  deeply  than  he  had,  in  case  the  debate 
should  call  for  it.  He  must  say,  however,  that,  were  the  claims  now 
rested  npon  this  point  alone,  he  believed  it  would  be  possible  to  sus- 
tain, and  sustain  triumphantly,  the  position  that  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Meade,  as  subsequently  liquidated  between  himself  and  the  Spanish 
anthorities,  were  not  released  by  the  treaty  in  question. 

To  pass  this  point,  however,  he  would,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument 
merely,  assume  that  these  claims  were  embraced  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  and  were  provided  for  under  it ;  and  would  look  into  the 
treaty  to  determine  what  provision  was  made,  and  how  it  was  to 
become  available  to  Mr.  Meade. 

The  treaty,  among  other  things,  contained  a  cession  of  the  Floridas 
from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  established  and  defined  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  south- 
west, contained  mutual  releases  of  all  claims  to  the  territory  upon 
each  side  of  the  defined  boundary,  and  bound  the  United  States,  as 


136  BIGHARD   W.  UEADE. 

an  equivalent  for  the  advantages  in  territory  we  were  to  acqnire  hy 
the  treaty,  to  pay  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  monej 
was  to  be  paid,  not  to  Spain,  but  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
had  valid  claims  against  the  Spanish  government.  The  claims  em- 
braced in  the  treaty  are  enumerated  with  great  particularity  and  pre- 
cision, and  are  subdivided  into  five  classes.  It  is  necessary  here  to 
refer  to  but  one  of  those  classes,  as  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  that, 
if  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
they  are  brought  there  by  the  fifth  classification,  which  is  in  the 
following  words ; 

Article  9,  clause  5.  ^  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Spanish  government,  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the 
interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Department  of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  Unit^ 
State  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802,  and  until 
the  signature  of  this  treaty." 

In  any  event,  the  United  States  were  to  pay  but  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  they  were  to  pay  that  to  all  the  classes  of  claimants 
named,  according  to  the  same  uniform  rule.  That  rule  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  by  our  government^  to  consist  of  three 
persons ;  the  commission  was  to  meet  at  Washington,  and,  within 
three  years  from  the  time  of  its  first  meeting,  to  '^  receive,  examine, 
and  decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims"  provided 
for  under  the  treaty.  By  necessary  consequence,  as  the  whole  fund 
from  which  the  payment  was  to  be  made  was  but  five  millions  of  dollars, 
if  the  commissioners  should  find  valid  claims  to  more  than  that 
amount,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  divide  the  five  millions  among  the 
respective  claimants  according  to  the  amount  of  the  claim  of  each 
determined  by  them  to  be  valid.  Nothing  in  the  treaty  gave  one 
claimant,  or  any  one  class  of  claimants,  a  preference  over  another, 
either  in  the  manner  of  satisfying  the  commissioners  of  the  validity 
of  their  claims,  or  in  the  rates  of  payment. 

These  were  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  The  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  case  the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  was  to  institute  the  com- 
mission, composed  of  honest  and  competent  men,  and  to  pay  the 
awards  as  the  commissioners  should  make  them,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  treaty. 

The  duty  of  the  commissioners  was  to  sit,  receive  the  claims,  hear 
and  examine  the  proofs  presented  by  the  respective  claimants,  and, 
within  the  period  of  three  years  allowed  them  by  the  treaty  to  do  the 
business,  and  decide  honestly  and  impartially,  according  to  the  proofs 
before  them,  and  their  best  judgment,  upon  the  amount  and  validity 
of  each  claim. 

The  duty  of  each  claimant  was  to  present  his  claim,  and  support 
them  by  proper  and  sufficient  evidence. 

To  preserve  the  order  of  time,  it  would  now  be  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Meade  in  Spain  to  adjust  his  claims  there,  as  not- 
withstanding the  signing  of  the  treaty,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819, 
and  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  on  his  part,  and  of  the  provisions  it 
contained  in  favor  of  our  citizens  against  the  Spanish  government,  hia 
efforts  were  continued  to  make  his  own  arrangements  with  the  Spanisli 
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authorities.  A  yerj  brief  reference  to  bis  progress  and  the  results^ 
will  answer  the  present  purpose. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  181 9,  Mr.  Meade  succeeded,  for  the  first  time, 
in  obtaining  from  the  King  of  Spain  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
to  examine  and  liquidate  his  claims.  This,  it  will  be  remarked,  was 
nearly  three  months  after  the  signing  of  our  treaty  with  Spain,  in  this 
city,  and,  of  course,  after  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  must  have  reached 
Spain.  The  commission  reported  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  Spain 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1819.  On  the  22d  of  October  after,  the 
Ifiiiister  of  Finance  returned  to  them  their  report  for  re-examination. 
The  commission  re-affirmed  their  first  report,  and  returned  it  again 
to  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  the  16th  of  November,  1819.  This 
award,  so  made,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade,  by  a  special  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Spanish  government,  and  so  re-affirmed  by  that  same 
commission  upon  re-examination,  did  not  receive  the  requisite  con- 
firmation from  the  King  of  Spain  until  the  9th  of  May,  1820,  more 
than  a  year  after  the  appointment  of  the  commission  ;  nearly  the  half 
of  a  year  after  the  award  of  the  commission  had  been  not  only  made 
to  bis  Minister  of  Finance,  but  re-examined  under  the  order  of  that 
minister,  and  reaffirmed ;  and,  what  is  not  less  material,  about  fifteen 
months  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  which,  as  the  Spanish  author- 
ities, the  King  himself  being  included,  are  said,  subsequently,  to  have 
contended,  was  to  throw  upon  the  government  of  the  United  States 
the  satisfaction  of  the  identical  claims  which  were  liquidated  by  the 
award.  Another  fact,  drawn  from  Mr.  Meade's  own  statement,  is 
material,  which  is,  that  the  confirmation  by  the  King  of  this  award 
of  his  own  commission,  was  accompanied  by  a  direction  that  the 
amount  should  '*be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  depart- 
ment, without  interest.'' 

It  now  becomes  material  to  state  that  the  treaty,  to  which  so  frequent 
reference  has  been  made,  had  not  yet  received  the  ratification  of  either 
government.  It  was  not^  therefore,  binding  upon  either  government, 
when  the  settlement  between  Mr.  Meade  and  the  Spanish  government 
was  perfected,  in  the  manner  above  related.  The  treaty,  upon  its 
face,  and  by  its  terms,  referred  to  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
the  Spanish  government,  as  they  existed  at  its  date,  22d  February, 
1819,  and  not  as  they  might  be  made  by  arrangement  between  the 
parties,  after  that  negotiation  was  consummated  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments in  the  treaty  in  question.  The  treaty,  being  signed  by  the 
negotiators,  was  transmitted  to  Spain,  that  it  might  receive  the  rati- 
fication of  that  government  first,  as  it  had  been  formed  and  signed 
under  the  personal  and  immediate  observation  of  ours. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1820,  more  than  five  months  after  the  King 
of  Spain  had  confirmed  the  award  of  the  Spanish  commission  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Meade,  and  had  directed  the  payment  of  his  demands  to  be 
made  ^^  out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  department,  with  in- 
terest,'' the  treaty  in  question  received  the  full  and  perfect  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Spanish  government,  without  any  change  or  modification 
whatsoever  which  had  the  most  remote  relation  to  this  or  any  other 
of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  that  government. 

Another  fact,  most  material  to  the  investigation,  is,  that  Mr.  Meade 
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left  Spain  for  the  United  States  either  in  May,  or  earlj  in  Jane,  1820, 
within  a  month  after  the  confirmation  hj  the  King  of  the  award  in 
his  favor,  and  some  five  months  before  the  ratification  of  the  treat7 
by  Spain.  He  did  not,  therefore,  remain  in  Spain  to  obtain  the  com- 
pensation awarded  to  him,  although  the  award  itself  directed  its  pay- 
ment ''out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  department,  with 
interest,"  but  left  for  his  native  land  with  the  simple  award  in  his 
pocket,  and  that,  too,  before  the  Spanish  authorities  had^  by  a  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  made  it  binding  upon  that  government,  so  as  even 
to  give  him  the  prospect  of  indemnity  presented  by  it. 

It  had  been  seen,  however,  that  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  Spain, 
some  five  months  after  Mr.  Meade  left  the  country,  and  that  it  was 
thus  made  obligatory  on  that  government,  provided  it  should  receive 
a  similar  ratification,  in  its  then  existing  form^  by  the  United  States. 
It  was  returned  to  this  country  to  receive  that  ratification,  and  was 
by  the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Monroe,  laid  before 
thi  Senate,  with  his  recommendation  that  it  should  be  ratified. 

This  presentation  of  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  was  accompanied  by  a 
memorial  from  Mr.  Meade,  addressed  to  the  President,  and  dated  8th 
February,  1821,  in  which  he  labors  to  show  that  the  treaty  ought  not 
to  be  so  construed  as  to  include  his  claims  ;  or  that  if  it  was,  our  gov- 
ernment ought  not  to  ratify  it,  and  thus  release  Spain  from  his  de- 
mands, without  assuming  upon  itself  the  obligation  of  instant  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  amount  of  the  award  of  the  Spanish  commission  in 
his  favor.  He  enters  into  an  ingenious  and  learned  argument  to 
establish  these  positions,  but  seeks,  most  ineffectually,  to  extricate 
himself  from  the  force  of  his  appeals  to  his  country  for  protection, 
which  have  been  before  read  to  the  Senate,  and  which  fully  authorized 
a  provision  for  his  claims  among  the  treaty  stipulations.  When  these 
appeals  were  made,  Mr.  Meade  had  effected  no  settlement  with  the 
Spanish  government.  His  claims  were  then  all  disputed,  resisted, 
or  delayed,  and  whether,  without  the  aid  of  the  authorities  of  bis 
own  country,  he  would  obtain  anything,  was,  to  use  the  mildest 
language,  matter  of  great  doubt  even  to  himself.  In  this  condition 
his  affairs  remained  until  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1819. 

Shortly  after  that  time  however,  the  King  of  Spain  manifested  more 
liberal  dispositions  towards  this  private  claimant,  and  appointed  a 
special  commission  to  adjust  his  claims.  How  far  the  existence  of  the 
treaty,  in  its  inchoate  state,  might  have  promoted  this  change  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authorities  he  would  not  venture  to 
say.  That  the  treaty  was  made,  and  signed,  and  in  Spain,  waiting 
the  ratification  of  that  government,  before  the  commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  settle  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Meade,  are  facts  apparent  from 
the  papers.  That  it  was  not  ratified  by  Spain,  until  after  that  set- 
tlement was  finally  completed,  is  perfectly  certain.  That  the  award  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Meade  was,  upon  its  face,  made  payable  *'out  of  the 
funds  of  the  royal  finance  department,  with  interest,"  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  payment  was  intended  from  other  resources,  and  not 
from  the  money  to  be  advanced  by  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  ; 
but  that  Mr.  Meade  almost  instantly  left  Spain,  after  the  award  was 
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made,  without  even  a  demand  for  payment  there ;  that  he  came  to 
this  conntrj  with  the  award  as  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  and  that 
the  Spanish  authorities  ever  after  the  perfection  of  the  treaty,  insisted 
that  the  claims  of  this  individual  were,  and  were  intended  to  he,  em* 
hraced  under  its  provisions,  would  seem  pretty  effectually  to  rehut  any 
presumption  that  the  Spanish  government  ever  intended  to  pay  the 
award,  or  that  Mr.  Meaide  was  expected  to  receive  payment,  in  any 
other  way  than  irom  the  provisions  made  in  the  treaty  for  the  claims 
of  our  citizens. 

A  further  examination  of  the  facts  in  the  'case  will  confirm  this 
view  of  it.  The  treaty  was  ratified  hy  Spain  in  Octoher,  1820.  Mr. 
Heade  was  then  in  this  country,  with  the  award  of  the  Spanish  com- 
mission as  the  evidence  of  his  claims,  and,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  con- 
tending that  the  treaty  should  be  so  amended  as  expressly  to  exempt 
them,  or  to  provide  for  their  instant  and  entire  payment.  These 
fiu^ts,  connected  with  the  ground  constantly  assumed  by  Spain,  that 
the  treaty  did  provide  for  Mr.  Meade's  claims,  would  certainly  au- 
thorize the  inference,  without  a  want  of  charity  to  either  of  the  parties, 
that  the  existence  of  the  treaty,  in  its  unfinished  state,  was  not  dis- 
regarded, when  the  final  steps  were  taken  for  the  settlement  between 
them. 

But  to  recur  again  to  the  argument.  Mr.  Meade  solicited,  in  his 
memorial  to  the  President,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with 
the  treaty,  that  his  claim  should  be  wholly  exempted  from  its  opera- 
tions, or  that  an  amendment,  **  by  way  of  rider,"  should  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  ratification  by  the  United  States,  containing  a  distinct 
recognition  of  his  claii]^,  so  that  it  might  be  specifically  provided  for 
in  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect. 

As  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  found  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade 
against  this  government,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  in  open  disregard  of  these  requests  of  his,  and  in  its  original 
shape,  as  signed  by  the  negotiators,  he  was  bound  to  give  this  point 
a  moment's  examination.  And  here,  we  must  ask,  what  was  the 
state  of  things?  What  were  the  relations  of  the  high  contracting 
parties  ?  and  what  were  the  public  and  private  interests  involved  in 
the  ratification  or  rejection  of  the  treaty  ? 

The  history  of  the  period  answers  all  these  inquiries.  The  claims 
at  our  citizens  upon  Spain  for  spoliations  upon  our  commerce  and 
other  acts,  strictly  and  only  cognizable  by  the  national  authorities, 
were  numerous  and  large.  The  settlement  of  those  claims,  and  the 
security  of  the  most  ample  indemnity  which  could  be  obtained,  was 
the  imperious  duty  of  our  government  towards  its  suffering  citizens. 
A  difficulty  as  to  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of  the  two 
go?ernments  in  the  southwest,  had  given  rise  to  some  disturbing 
questions,  and  promised,  unless  amicably  settled,  to  be  a  fruitful 
toorce  of  discord  in  future.  Spain  owned  a  tract  of  country  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which 
it  was  highly  desirable  to  us  to  own,  that  we  might  push  our  limits  to 
that  natural  boundary,  and  that  we  might  gain  jurisdiction  over  the 
ferocious  bands  of  savages  inhabiting  the  territory  and  endangering 
our  border  settlements.     Recent  disturbances,  and  the  law  of  selt- 
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preservation  and  protection,  had  compelled  as  to  carry  onr  arms  into 
that  territory  in  pursuit  of  the  hostile  savages  ;  and  this  had  given 
rise  to  complaints  on  the  part  of  Spain.  The  adjustment  of  all  these 
difficulties  had  heen  the  ohject  of  the  negotiation  which  resulted  in 
the  treaty  in  question,  and  the  treaty,  as  made  and  signed,  had  settled 
them  all. 

In  nothing  did  these  important  matters  involve  mere  dealings  by 
contract  between  any  of  our  citizens  and  the  Spanish  government;  nor 
did  our  government,  in  making  that  treaty,  pretend  to  make  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  such  dealings,  but  upon  the  appeal  and  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  citizens  interested.  This  was  Mr.  Meade's  case,  and  he  had 
before  shown  his  repeated  and  express  appeals  to  the  protection  of  his 
government  in  reference  to  this  particular  treaty. 

What^  then,  was  the  character  of  his  request  made  to  the  Senate, 
through  the  President,  and  what  might  be  its  influence  upon  the 
claims  of  other  citizens  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  and  upon  the  public 
interests  of  the  whole  nation  ?  It  might,  and  most  likely  would,  if 
complied  with  in  either  form,  by  any  alteration  of  the  treaty,  have 
defeated  and  destroyed  the  treaty  itself.  The  ratification  of  it  in  its 
original  shape  was  reluctantly  made  on  the  part  of  Spain.  It  was 
not  made  at  all  within  the  time  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  and  not  till 
many  months  after  that  time.  It  was  then  made  without  any  change 
of  the  instrument  from  its  original  form,  and  to  our  government  was 
left  the  option  to  take  the  treaty  as  it  was,  or  to  open  again,  to  new 
negotiation,  at  the  pleasure  of  Spain,  all  the  important  public  and 
private  interests  of  which  he  had  spoken,  and  which  a  simple  ratifica- 
tion of  that  treaty  by  the  Senate  would  finally  and  for  ever  adjust. 
Could  the  Senate  hesitate  ?  Ought  they  to  have  hesitated  because 
an  individual,  who  held  claims  against  Spain — claims  not  such  in 
their  character  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  his  government  to  interfere 
with  them  ;  claims  such  as  his  government  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  but  upon  his  direct  solicitation,  and  which  it  did  interfere  with 
upon  such  solicitation,  repeatedly  made,  so  far  as  there  was  in  fact 
any  interference  by  this  treaty  ;  claims  which,  if  affected  at  all  by  the 
treaty,  were  provided  for  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  rule,  and 
to  the  same  extent,  with  the  claims  of  the  other  citizens  of  the 
country — had  changed  the  condition  of  his  claims,  and  therefore 
changed  his  mind,  after  the  treaty  was  signed?  Because  that  indi- 
vidual, not  only  after  the  treaty  had  been  signed,  but  after  it  had 
been  solemnly  ratified  by  Spain,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  changed 
condition  of  his  claims,  chose  to  interpose  himself,  and  to  ask  that 
he  should  be  specially  preferred  to  all  other  claimants,  or  that  the 
final  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  and  consequently  the  indemnities  of 
five  millions  to  others,  and  the  great  public  interests  secured  by  it, 
should  be  put  at  hazard,  or  wholly  defeated?  Most  certainly  not. 
The  Senate  would  not  have  been  true  to  the  country,  or  to  the  other 
citizens  interested  in  the  treaty,  if  they  had,  by  an  amendment  added 
at  the  personal  solicitation,  and  for  the  sole  benefit,  of  this  individual, 
incurred  even  a  risk  of  the  final  loss  of  the  treaty  itself ;  much  less, 
if  they  had  done  that  under  the  circumstances  surrounding  this  nego- 
tiation, and  proving  that  the  other  contracting  party  had  most  reluo- 
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tantly  oonsented  to  the  adjustment  as  it  was.  The  memorial  of  Mr. 
Meade  was  dated  on  the  8th  of  February,  1821.  On  the  13th  of  the 
same  month,  it,  together  with  the  treaty,  was  communicated  by  the 
President  to  the  Senate  ;  and,  on  the  19th,  the  Senate  gave  its  advice 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  without  alteration  or 
amendment.  He  had  already  said  that,  in  this  act,  the  Senate,  in 
his  judgment,  discharged  an  imperious  duty  to  the  country  and  its 
citisens. 

Did  they,  in  that  act,  incur  a  liability  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
ment in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade?    This  was  contended,  but  upon  what 
foundation  ?    The  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  either  were  or  were  not  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  provided  for  by  them.     If 
they  were  embraced  and  provided  for,  they  were  placed  upon  a  precise 
equality  with  the  claims  of  all  other  citizens,  of  whatever  character 
their  claims  might  be ;  and,  surely,  as  his  claims  were  not  such  as 
entitled  him  to  the  protection  of  the  government,  and  that  protection, 
if  extended  to  him  at  all,  must  be  so  extended  as  a  matter  of  favor 
exclusively,  ieind  upon  his  direct  application,  he  could  not  expect  that 
a  preference  would  be  given  to  him  over  those  claimants  whose  claims 
gave  them  the  right  to  call  upon  their  government  for  protection  and 
indemnity.  ^  Did  he  expect,  or  even  ask,  such  a  preference  ?   '  No. 
In  his  first  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  protection  of  his 
country,  made  on  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  he  concludes  in  these  words, 
'^  being  confident  that,  whenever  such  an  event  (the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty)  does  take  place,  provision  will  be  made;"  for  what?     For  his 
whole  debt?    No,  but  ^^ for  the  daiiMof  our  citizens,"     What  was 
the  language  of  his  second  appeal,  made  through  Mrs.  Meade,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1819,  but  one  month  before  the  treaty  was  actually 
signed  ?     This  appeal  concludes  with  this  language  :  trusting  that^ 
**  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  condition  of  a  treaty  between  our  country 
and  Spain,  this  document  (a  statement  of  his  claims,  prepared  by  Mr. 
Meade  himself,  and,  by  his  direction^  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  by  Mrs.  Meade)  would  serve  as  a  guide  for  thai  protection  which 
ii9  ^fovemment  may  think  proper  to  grant  him."     By  himself,  then,  his 
claims  are  classed  with  '*  the  claims  of  our  citizens"  generally,  and 
no  preference  is  asked  or  expected;  and  the  protection  he  demands  or 
asks  is  '^  that  protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to 
grant  him."     If,  then,  his  claims  be  included  in,  and  provided  for, 
by  the  treaty,  they  are  placed  exactly  upon  tlie  same  footing  with  the 
claims  of  all  other  citizens,  and  that  was  the  protection  which  he 
asked,   and   which  his  government  thought  proper   to  grant  him. 
Every  thing  was,  therefore,  done  in  conformity  with  his  personal  ap- 
peals and  requests,  and  neither  preference,  nor  prejudice,  as  to  him, 
was  expected  on  his  part^  or  intended  on  the  part  of  his  government. 
Up  to  this  period,  then,  there  is  no  pretence  for  a  claim  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Meade  against  the  United  States,  even  upon  the  assumption 
that  his  demands  upon  Spain  were  embraced  by  the  treaty,  and  Spain 
thus  discharged  from  them  ;  and,  if  they  were  not  do  embraced^  most 
certainly  there  is  no  ground  of  claim,  as  it  had  been  seen,  and  was 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  character  of  the  claims  were  such  as 
to  give  him  no  right  to  protection,  and  to  make  that  protection,  if 
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extended  at  all,  a  mere  favor.  The  withholding  it,  therefore,  could 
net  create  a  liability,  or  lay  the  foundation  for  a  claim,  against  oar 
government. 

If,  then,  no  liability  or  foundation  for  a  claim  existed  up  to  the 
time  that  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  can  either  be  derived 
from  that  act?  The  treaty  was,  among  other  things,  one  of  indem- 
nity to  our  citizens  who  had  claims  upon  Spain.  Among  the  most 
material  of  its  provisions  were  those  securing  this  personal  and  indi- 
vidual indemnity  to  our  suffering  countrymen.  If  Mr.  Meade  was 
one  of  the  citizens  thus  protected,  it  had  been  already  seen  that  he 
was  so  by  his  own  request,  as  a  matter  of  mere  favor,  and  upon  the 
same  footing  with  those  claimants  who  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  their 
government  for  protection.  Thus  all  were  placed  by  the  treaty  in 
February,  1819,  and  with  that  condition,  neither  Mr.  Meade  nor  any 
other  claimant  then  expressed  discontent.  No  act  of  our  government, 
from  that  time  until  February,  1821,  changed  at  all  the  relations  of 
any  of  the  parties.  Not  so,  however,  with  Mr.  Meade.  His  acts,  and 
those  of  the  Spanish  government,  had  changed  his  claims,  so  far  as 
those  two  parties  were  concerned,  from  a  disputed  and  unliquidated 
balance  to  a  defined  and  specified  amount.  This  change,  however,  had 
taken  place  months  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and 
yet  that  ratification  was  not  made  to  conform  itself  to  any  changed 
state  of  any  of  the  relations,  public  or  private,  affected  by  the  treaty. 
Still,  when  the  ratification  comes  up  for  action  by  our  authorities, 
Mr.  Meade  presents  himself,  and,  upon  the  ground  of  the  change 
which  had  been  produced^  as  to  his  claim,  by  the  coaction  of  him- 
self and  the  authorities  of  Spain,  claims  that  the  Senate  should  refuse 
to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  special  provisions  for  his  benefit.  Upon 
what  ground  of  right  could  this  claim  upon  the  action  of  the  Senate 
rest  ? 

That  the  treaty,  so  far  as  Mr.  Meade  and  his  claims  were  concerned, 
was  right  in  itself,  and  strictly  conformable  to  his  own  request,  at  the 
time  it  was  signed,  has  been  seen.  That  our  government  had  made 
itself  a  party  to  no  change  of  circumstances,  either  affecting  his  claim 
or  any  other  interest  under  the  treaty,  after  its  execution  by  the  nego- 
tiators, and  before  its  ratification  by  the  Senate,  has  also  been  seen. 
If,  then,  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  the  two  governments  imme- 
diately after  its  conclusion,  no  pretence  of  claim  could  have  arisen  on 
the  part  of  Mr  Meade.  The  provision  for  him  would  have  been  the 
same  as  for  our  other  citizens,  as  he  requested  it  should  be,  and  would 
have  been  that  protection  which  his  government  thought  proper  to 
grant  him,  and  the  only  protection  he  asked  or  claimed.  The  delay 
in  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  not  that  of  our  government,  but  of 
Spain  ;  and  it  only  remains  to  decide  whether  the  acts  of  the  Spanish 
government  and  Mr.  Meade,  in  reference  to  his  claims,  performed 
during  that  delay,  could  change  the  duties  or  liabilities  of  the  United 
States  without  their  consent.  That  he  considered  it  a  proposition  too 
plain  for  argument,  and  he  would  not  attempt  to  spend  the  time  of 
the  Senate  upon  it.  The  United  States  was  a  party  to  the  treaty.  As 
such,  the  negotiator  on  its  part  signed  it,  in  conjunction  with  the  ne- 
gotiator on  the  part  of  Spain.    As  such,  it  consented  to  the  transmis- 
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sion  of  the  treaty  to  Spain  for  ratification.  As  such,  it  was  received  back 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ratification  of  Spain, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent  to  its  ratification 
on  oar  part ;  bat  to  any  intermediate  transactions  between  Mr. 
Meade  and  Spain  our  government  was  not  a  party,  and  could  not 
be  boand. 

There  was  still  another  view  of  this  matter,  however,  which  had 
been  presented  and  urged,  and  which  required  a  moment's  notice. 
It  had  been  said  that  Mr.  Meade's  request  to  our  government  to  pro- 
tect him  by  the  treaty  was  subject  to  revocation  by  him,  at  his 
pleasure,  at  any  time  before  the  treaty  should  be  fully  ratified  ;  and 
tbat  his  memorial,  before  alluded  to,  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with 
the  treaty,  contained  that  revocation ;  and  the  inference  was  thence 
drawn,  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  without  an  express  exemp- 
tion of  his  claims  after  this  act  on  his  part,  had  made  the  United 
States  liable  to  pay  his  full  demands  against  Spain.  This  was  an  ar- 
gument proceeding  upon  the  assumption  that  the  treaty  did  provide 
for  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  did,  therefore,  discharge  Spain  from 
them  ;  and,  without  admitting  the  assumption,  it  would  be  answered 
in  that  aspect. 

What,  then,  was  the  foundation  of  the  argument?  Here  was  an 
indiridual  who  had  left  his  own  country,  and  domiciliated  himself 
abroad  ;  had  entered  into  extensive  contracts  with  a  foreign  power, 
from  which  claims  had  arisen,  or  were  asserted,  in  his  favor.  The 
foreign  government  did  not  settle,  or  pay  ;  and  the  individual  appeals 
to  faia  own  government  for  protection.  The  case  is  one  in  .which, 
without  his  appeal,  his  government  has  no  right  to  interfere,  and 
even  ander  his  appeal  is  not  bound  to  notice.  His  government,  how- 
ever, is  negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  power  in  question,  embracing, 
among  other  things,  indemnity  to  its  citizens  for  wrongs  sustained 
from  that  foreign  power,  and,  as  an  act  of  favor  to  the  complaining 
citizen,  consents  to  cover  his  rights  by  the  same  provisions  of  a  treaty 
which  protects  those  rights  of  its  other  citizens  which  it  is  bound  to 
protect.  The  treaty  is  signed,  and  the  faith  of  the  government  so 
tar  pledged  to  its  fulfilment,  when  the  single  citizen,  whose  interests 
hftTe  been  cared  for  at  his  own  solicitation,  as  a  mere  matter  of  favor, 
not  as  a  duty,  comes  forward  and  dissents  to  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  redemption  of  the  faith  of  the  nation  in  this  respect, 
unless  he  can  be  preferred  to  the  citizens  whose  claims  the  government 
was  bound  to  protect,  and  his  whole  claims,  principal  and  interest, 
can  be  paid  in  instant  cash  as  a  part  of  the  means  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  effect.  The  claim  of  the  citizen  so  ungracious  is  disregarded, 
the  treaty  is  ratified,  he  being  left  to  avail  himself  of  the  indemnity 
provided  for  others;  and  this  is  made  the  ground  of  a  liability  against 
his  own  government  to  pay  his  whole  claim.  The  statement  of  the 
agument  was  the  strongest  refutation  he  could  give  it. 

Was  this  right  of  revocation  peculiar  to  that  class  of  claimants 
whose  rights  the  government  was  not  bound  to  protect ;  and  did  they, 
ia  case  their  government  should  consent  to  favor  them  with  its  protec- 
tion, possess  such  an  advantage  over  those  who  could  claim,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  what  the  others  must  solicit  as  a  mere  favor  ?  Would 
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it  be  contended  that  the  citizen  thus  favored  had  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  under  his  control,  the  fate  of  the  treaty  to  be  made,  or  that  his 
government  must,  as  the  penalty  of  ratifying  a  treaty  against  his  con- 
sent, pay  whatever  demands  he  might  choose  to  prefer,  as  claims  he 
intended  the  treaty  should  secure  to  him  ?  If  this  ground  should  not 
be  assumed,  and  this  preference  given  to  such  as  asked  the  protection 
of  their  government  as  a  favor,  over  those  who  rested  upon  it  as  a 
right,  then  would  it  be  contended  that  all  claimants  under  our  nu- 
merous treaties  for  indemnities  could,  by  coming  forward  at  the  mo- 
ment when  a  treaty  for  their  protection  was  about  to  be  ratified,  and 
protesting  against  its  ratification,  without  full  and  instant  provision 
for  the  payment  of  their  demands,  either  arrest  the  treaty,  whatever 
national  rights  might  be  involved  in  it,  or  charge  upon  the  treasury 
of  the  nation  their  whole  claims  ?  What  government  could  submit  its 
foreign  relations  to  such  caprice,  or  could  encounter  such  responsi- 
bilities? Would  not  the  practical  effect  of  such  a  rule  be  to  put  an 
end  altogether  to  the  attempts  of  governments  to  protect  their  citizens 
against  the  aggressions  or  injustice  of  foreign  powers  ?  Such  must  be 
the  effect ;  and  the  establishment  of  such  a  principle  would  be  as 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  citizen  as  it  would  to  sound  public 
policy. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  examine  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Meade 
under  the  treaty,  and  the  reasons  why  he  failed  to  receive  the  indem- 
nity which  that  secured  to  him. 

The  claims  to  be  paid  under  the  treaty  were,  by  its  terms,  to  be 
adjudicated  and  settled  by  three  commissioners,  who  were  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  were  to  hold  their 
sittings  in  this  city,  and  were  to  complete  their  adjudications,  upon 
all  the  claims,  within  the  period  of  three  years  from  the  time  of  their 
first  meeting.  The  commissioners  were  duly  appointed,  held  their 
first  meeting,  and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  to  hear  and  de- 
termine upon  the  claims,  early  in  June,  1821.  Mr.  Meade  presented 
himself  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  assumed  and  contended 
that  he  was  a  claimant  under  the  treaty.  To  show  his  diligence  in 
prosecuting  his  claims  before  this  tribunal,  it  is  necessary  to  remark, 
that  the  date  of  his  first  memorial  to  the  commissioners  was  the  6th 
January,  1822,  about  seven  months  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
board.  The  evidence  then  presented  of  his  claims  was  simply  the 
award  of  the  Spanish  commission,  perfected,  as  has  been  before  seen, 
on  the  9th  May,  1820,  nearly  fifteen  months  after  the  treaty  was 
signed  by  the  negotiators  of  the  respective  governments. 

Two  questions  were  immediately  raised  before  the  commissioners 
as  to  these  claims. 

First.  Did  the  treaty  embrace  claims  arising  upon  contract  between 
the  claimant  and  the  Spanish  government,  and  thus  not,  in  their 
nature  or  character,  calling  upon  our  government  to  prot^t  the  in-> 
terest  of  the  individual  ? 

Second.  Was  the  proof  of  the  recognition  of  the  claim,  given  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  more  than  a  year  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  and  after  all  interest  on  the  part  of  that  government  in  the 
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amount  or  cliaracter  of  the  claim  had  ceased,  in  case  it  was  embraced 
by  the  treaty,  evidence  such  as  the  commissioners  ought  to  receive,  to 
prove  its  authenticity  ? 

Upon  the  first  point,  Mr.  Meade  produced  voluminous  proofs,  and 
finally  satisfied  the  commissioners  that  his  claims  were  embraced  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  obtained  their  decision  to  that  effect. 

Then  arose  his  duty  to  prove  the  claims.  This  he  did  not  then, 
nor  did  he  ever  do.  fie  persisted  in  relying  upon  the  award  of  the 
Spanish  commission  as  sufficient  proof,  though  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
authorized  to  say,  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  who  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners under  the  treaty,  that,  at  the  first  presentation  of  the  claim 
before  the  board  of  commissioners,  it  was  intimated  distinctly  to  Mr* 
Meade  that  the  board  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  adjudicate  the 
several  claims,  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  treitty, 
and  not  as  they  might  have  subsequently  been  made,  by  the  assent 
of  the  Spanish  authorities,  by  any  mode  or  form  of  settlement  between 
that  government  and  any  of  the  claimants. 

The  final  decision  of  the  board  of  commissioners  was  in  conformity 
to  this  intimation,  and  consequently  the  award  of  the  Spanish  com- 
mission, made  more  than  fourteen  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  was  rejected  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade 
imdef  the  treaty. 

From  this  state  of  facts  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  cautioned,  at  the 
rery  first  presentation  of  his  claims,  that  other  and  further  proof  than 
that  presented  by  him  might  be  required.  The  treaty  showed  him 
that  all  the  proofs  must  be  perfected,  and  the  finial  awards  of  the  com- 
missioners made,  within  three  years  from  the  first  meeting  of  the 
board ;  and  if  he  wanted  proof  from  the  Spanish  archives,  the  treaty 
pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  those  proofs  were  to  be  obtained. 

Still  no  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Meade  to  avail  himself  of  these  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty,  and  to  obtain  these  proofs  from  Spain,  until  the 
18th  day  of  April,  1823,  more  than  twenty-two  months  after  the  board 
of  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  was  organized,  and  l^ss  than 
fourteen  months  before  their  final  awards,  must  be  made,  and  their 
powers  cease,  by  the  express  terms  of  that  instrument. 

The  board  instantly  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Mr. 
Meade's  requisition  for  testimony,  and  the  Secretary  forthwith  gave 
the  necessary  directions  in  the  matter  to  our  minister,  then  just  com- 
miflsioned  and  about  to  leave  the  country  for  the  Spanish  court.  No 
complaint  of  delay  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  agents  of  this 

S^vernment,  in  obtaining  the  proofs  he  sought,  has  been  made  by  Mr. 
eade,  or  on  his  behalf  Still  the  proofs  were  not  obtained  ;  and  on 
the  7th  of  June,  1824,  and,  as  is  believed,  on  the  very  last  day  of  the 
life  of  the  commission,  a  decision  was  made  against  his  claims  upon 
the  ground  that  they  were  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  evidence. 

A  circumstance  related  to  him  by  the  commissioner  under  the  treaty 
before  alluded  to,  and  at  present  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  considered 
too  material  to  omit  in  this  connexion.  It  was  this :  When  Mr. 
Meade  first  presented  his  claims,  they  embraced  not  only  what  he 
alleged  to  be  due  from  Spain  to  himself,  in  his  own  right,  but  the 
demands  of  sundry  other  individuals  whom  he  claimed  to  represent ; 
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all^  however,  covered  hj  the  award  of  the  Spanish  commission,  upon 
which  hiB  relied  as  evidence  for  all  the  claims.  As  part  of  the  amount^ 
there  was  a  demand  due  to  a  mercantile  house  in  Richmond,  Yir* 
ginia,  of  ahout  |30,p00.  As  soon  as  this  house  saw  the  posture  ia 
which  Mr.  Meade  was  placing  their  interests,  they  memorialized  the 
hoard  of  commissioners,  praying  that  they  and  their  claim  might  be 
severed  from  the  other  demands  represented  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  be 
placed  at  their  own  disposal.  This  request  was  granted,  and  the  sev- 
erance took  place.  The  house  obtained  the  necessary  proofs  within, 
the  time  allowed  by  the  treaty,  substantiated  their  claim  before  the 
board,  received  its  award  therefor,  and  obtained  their  dividend  under 
the  treaty.  This  would  seem  to  show  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt^ 
that,  had  Mr.  Meade  exercised  the  same  vigilanoCi  all  the  other  proofs 
reqiiired  by  him  might  have  been  obtained  in  time  for  the  action  of 
the  commissioners  upon  them. 

Mr.  Meade,  however,  did  not  obtain  his  proofs  ;  his  claim  was  re- 
jected by  the  board  of  commissioners  under  the  treaty  for  the  want  of 
them  ;  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  the  decision  of  that  board  was  final 
and  conclusive ;  and  now,  as  the  last  resort,  he  appeals  to  Congress 
for  relief. 

Where  is  the  claim  to  find  a  resting  place  here  ?  Does  it  grow  oat 
of  the  efibrts  of  our  government,  and  of  our  authorities  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  extricate  him  from  prison,  when  his  private  diflSculties 
abroad  had  brought  him  into  disfavor  with  the  authorities  of  a  foreign, 
power?  Most  surely  not.  This  is  not  pretended.  Does  it  grow  oat 
of  the  efforts  of  our  minister  in  Spaing  and  of  our  authorities  at  home, 
to  persuade  the  government  of  Spain  to  make  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement  with  him  ?  No.  TUs  is  not  pretended.  Does  it  grow- 
out  of  the  favor  of  our  government,  in  attempting  to  secure  for  him 
that  indemnity  by  treaty  which  he  repeatedly  solicited,  but  which, 
from  the  nature  of  his  claims,  it  could  only  grant  as  a  favor  ?  This 
is  pretended,  but  he  labored  in  vain,  if  he  had  not  shown  that  the 
pretension  was  wholly  unsupported,  even  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  claims  were  merged,  and  Spain  discharged  from  them  by  the 
treaty. 

Is,  then,  the  claim  to  be  rested  upon  the  fact  that  the  commission- 
ers under  the  treaty  did  not  admit  the  award  of  the  Spanish  commis- 
sion in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade  as  competent  proof  of  his  claims  ?  That 
could  not  be  assumed  by  the  friends  of  this  bill,  because  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  bill  did  not,  in  ita  original  form,  require  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  it  to  take  that  award  as  evidence  of  the  claims, 
and  because  it  had  been  amended,  upon  its  passage,  by  the  consent  of 
its  friends,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  such 
a  construction.  This  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  ground  of  claim, 
though  it  had  been  well  said,  in  a  report,  a  most  pungent  report, 
against  the  claim,  drawn  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  when  it  first 
made  its  appearance  here,  and  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  body,  that 
the  United  States  are  not  responsible  for  an  erroneous  decision  of  those 
commissioners,  even  if  it  were  determined  that  the  decision  was  errone- 
ous, which  does  not  seem  to  be  contended. 

This,  ground  of  claim  being  yielded,  he  would  again  ask,  where  is 
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the  claim  to  rest  ?  If  its  friends  were  nawilling  to  place  it  upon  any 
one  of  the  grounds  stated,  and  he  believed  they  covered  the  whole 
cue,  wonld  they  attempt,  to  sustain  it  upon  all,  without  location  ?  He 
thought  not.  He  could  not  believe  that  such  a  defence  of  a  bad  claini 
would  he  attempted. 

There  was  another  position,  however,  which  had  been  assumed  by 
a  committee  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and  which  was  inde- 
pendent of  all  the  points  he  had  made.  It  was  that,  by  the  treaty, 
Spain  was  bound  to  furnish  the  proofs,  so  far  as  they  were  in  its  power, 
to  BUBtain  the  claims  under  it,  when  these  proofs  should  be  demanded 
in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  ;  that  this  demand,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Meade,  was  made,  but  the  proofs  were  not  furnished  ;  that  hence, 
ha8  arisen  a  liability  against  Spain,  which  can  only  be  enforced  by  our 
government ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  should  pay  to  our  citizens  their 
claims,  and  look  to  Spain  for  our  indemnity.  He  referred  to  the  first 
report  npon  this  claim,  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreiga  Relations  of  that  body. 

Without  canvassing  the  reasoning  of  that  report,  he  would  simply, 
remark,  that  he  had  examined  the  correspondence  of  our  minister  in 
Spain,  at  the  time,  to  determine  how  far  tjbie  conclusion  was  supported 
by  the  important  fact  upon  which  it  rested,  the  neglect  oi  the  Spanish 
government  to  furnish  the  proofs  ;  and  most  unfortunately  for  thi^ 
ground  of  claim,  it  turned  out,  from  the  declarations  of  our  own  min- 
ister, made  to  our  own  government,  that  the  Spanish  authorities,  from 
the  moment  the  proofs  were  demanded,  used  all  diligence,  and  mani- 
fested every  disposition,  to  comply  with  the  demands,  but  that,  from 
the  unsettled  state  of  that  country,  the  consequent  confused  and  dis- 
persed state  of  the  public  archives,  and  the  late  day  at  which  the  de- 
inand  was  made,  it  was  impossible  to  furnish  them  within  the  time 
limited  in  the  treaty.  Here,  then,  would  seiem  to  be  an  end  of  all 
pretence  of  claim  against  Spain  upon  this  ground. 

He  would  spend  a  moment  in  examining  the  extent  of  the  bill  as 
he  viewed  it,  and  would  close  his  remarks,  already  too  much  pro- 
tracted. He  was  aware  that  it  purported  merely  to  provide  for  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  but  was  that  its  just  and  fair  limit  ?  What  said 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  reported  the 
first  bill  in  favor  of  this  claim,  and  to  whose  report  he  had  just  referred 
for  another  purpose  ?     He  would  read  from  the  report  itself : 

^*  As  it  is  known  to  the  committee  that  there  are  several  other  claim- 
ants in  the  same  situation  as  the  petitioner,  they  present  abiU  embracing 
oU  cases  of  a  similar  kind.  They  deem  it,  however,  proper  to  state  to 
the  House,  that  as  the  five  milli(m  fund^  provided  by  the  treaty,  has 
been  distributed  among  the  claimants  whose  claims  were  allowed  by 
the  commissioners,  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  paid  will  be  in 
addition  to  that  sum." 

Here  is  the  important  fact.  All  the  money  which  our  government 
vas  to  pay  under  the  treaty  has  been  paid,  and  distributed  among 
those  who  proved  their  claims  before  the  commission,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  treaty,  and  still  there  are  **  several  other  claimants 
in  the  same  situation  as  this  petitioner,"  men  who  did  not  prove  their 
claims,  and  therefore  did  not  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  ^'  five 
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million  fund."  How  many  of  those  claimants  are  there,  and  what  10 
the  amount  of  their  claims  ?  He  knew  of  but  one  mode  of  answering 
this  inquiry.  He  found,  from  -an  examination  of  the  papers,  that 
something  more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars  of  claims  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Commissioners  ;  that  but  about  five  and  a  half  millions 
of  this  whole  amount  were  proved  ;  and  that,  therefore,  a  balance  of 
about  thirty-five  millions  remained  to  be  proved,  in  case  the  subject 
was  again  opened,  and  a  new  opportunity  given  to  substantiate  these 
claims. 

This  consideration  it  was  which  had  induced  him  to  take  this  labor 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  claim  of  the  petitioner  was,  in  itself, 
large,  varying  but  a  little  from  half  a  million  ;  but  when  even  that 
amount  was  compared  with  the  importance  of  the  bill  as  a  precedent 
for  all  these  other  claims,  this  individual  case  sunk  to  a  trifle. 

He  knew  he  should  be  told  that  the  bill  merelv  proposed  to  institute 
a  commission  to  examine  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  did  not  assume 
to  decide  that  it  hi^d  merit ;  but  gentlemen  would  remember  that  it 
appropriated  the  money  from  the  treasury  of  the  people  to  pay  the 
claim,  in  case  the  commissioners  named  should  decide  in  its  favdr. 
He  knew  and  esteemed  the  men  named  as  commissioners.  There 
were  not  three  other  individuals  within  his  knowledge  he  would 
sooner  select  for  any  trust ;  and  had  the  proposition  been  merely  to 
refer  the  matter  to  them  to  report  the  facts  and  their  opinions  to  Ck)n- 
grcss,  his  voice  would  not  have  been  heard  against  the  bill ;  bat 
when  it  was  proposed  to  delegate  to  any  three  men  legislative  power 
to  the  extent  to  which  he  thought  the  example  of  this  bill  mignt  go, 
he  must  scrutinize  closely  the  merits  of  the  claims,  and  oppjse  so 
dangerous  a  delegation  of  power. 

If  it  should  be  sought  to  distinguish  this  particular  claim,  in  this 
mode  of  treatment,  he  must  then  go  a  step  further,  and  ask  what  it 
was,  as  disclosed  by  the  papers.  Mr.  Meade  had  stated  that  the 
amount  embraced  in  the  award  of  the  Spanish  commission,  as  due  to 
himself,  was  something  more  than  $373,000.  For  what  was  this  due 
to  him  ?  This  was  a  question  most  natural  to  ask,  but  which  it  was 
in  his  power  very  imperfectly  to  answer.  He  had  waded  through  the 
papers  with  an  earnest  desire  to  determine  this  point ;  but  he  could 
find  but  two  items  of  this  large  claim  anywhere  specified.  The  first 
was  the  sum  of  |76,000  for  his  two  years'  imprisonment,  at  the  suit 
of  McDermot ;  and  how  was  it  that  an  imprisonment,  at  the  suit  of  a 
private  individual,  for  a  private  claim,  and  upon  process  issued  by  a 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  country  within  which  the  cause  of  litigation 
arose^  and  within  which  it  was  confined^  was  made  a  national  matter  ? 
If  the  imprisonment  was  wrongful,  an  action  for  false  imprisonment 
might  have  been  sustained  against  the  plaintiff  in  the  private  action, 
but  not  against  the  Spanish  government,  which  was  not  a  party  to 
the  suit.  If  the  courts  of  Spain  made  an  erroneous  decision,  who  ever 
heard  that  the  government  was  responsible  in  damages  for  the  con- 
sequences? He  could  not,  however,  omit  here  to  remark,  that 
$75,000  for  two  years'  imprisonment  in  a  civil  suit,  where  the  prison 
was  only  locked  at  night,  and  that  for  a  few  months,  was  rather  ample 
damages  for  the  personal  injury^  upon  whomsoever  the  duress  might 
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haTe  been  exerdsed|  and  whoever  might  be  responsible  for  the  damages 
oocaaioned. 

Here,  then,  rested  so  much  of  this  claim  ;  and  what  were  the  other 
items?  He  had  found  one  other,  specified  in  the  statement  of  the 
claims,  prepared  by  Mr.  Meade  himself,  and  transmitted  hj  him  to 
hifl  wife,  to  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  immediate  contemplation  of  the  treaty.  That  item  was  $100,000, 
as  his  damages  upon  a  bill  of  $300,000,  drawn  in  his  favor  by  the 
government  of  Spain,  to  be  paid  in  one  of  the  Spanish  West  India 
islands.  He  does .  not  state  that  the  bill  was  refused  and  protested, 
but  that  it  was  not  ]^aid  in  specie  as  he  expected  ;  that  $50,000  of  the 
amount  only  was  paid  at  all,  and  that  the  payment,  to  that  amount, 
was  made  in  the  article  of  tobacco.  He  says  he  sent  a  vessel  to  the 
island  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  avails  of  the  draft,  and  that 
the  disappointment  to  him,  from  not  receiving  its  full  payment,  was 
more  than  $100,000 ;  although  the  whole  draft  was  $300,000  only, 
and  of  that  sum  he  did  receive  $60,000  in  the  products  which,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  were  intended  to  load  his  vessel. 

Beyond  these  two  items,  his  examination  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer  what  were  the  claims.  He  would  not  pretend  that  he  had 
read  all  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  subject,  but  his  own  action  must 
be  goYcrned  by  the  views  he  had  thus  formed,  until  other  facts,  and 
other  views,  should  change  the  strong  impression  thus  credited. 


IN  THE  OOUBT  OF  CLAIMS. 
OOTOBRR  17,  1859. 


B.  W.   Mbadb,  Exbcutob  of  Bichard  W.  Mbade,  vs.  Thb  United 

States. 

LoBiKa,  J. ,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  the  year  1818  the  United  States  were  negotiating  with  Spain 
for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  &c, ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Bichard 
W.  Meade,  the  intestate  of  the  petitioner,  contemplated  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  which  he  had  on  Spain  by  grants  from  her  of  land  in 
the  Floridas.  He  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  June  6,  1818,  (i 
Am.  St.  Pap.,  F.  B.,  721,)  for  the  President's  approbation  of  his  pro- 
ject, and  on  the  18th  September,  1819,  he  was  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  it  would  contravene  the  purposes  of  the  United 
Stotea.     {Ibid.) 

The  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  resulted  in 
the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  which  was  on  that  day  signed 
by  John  Quincy  Adams  on  the  piurt  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
Luis  de  Onis  on  the  part  of  Spain.  (8  Stat,  at  Large,  252.)  It  was 
ratified  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1819. 

The  treaty  provided,  among  other  things,  for  the  cession  of  the 
Floridas  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the  payment  by  the  United 
States  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of 
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8uc1i  claims  of  onr  citizens  on  Spain  as  should  he  presented  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  in 
conformity  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  treaty ;  and  that  the  validity 
and  amonnt  of  such  claims  should  be  determined  by  a  board  of  com- 
missioners within  three  years  of  their  appointment  by  the  United 
States  ;  and  that  from  these  claims  Spain  should  be  exonerated.  The 
treaty  also  provided  for  a  general  renunciation  of  claims  for  damages 
and  injuries^  from  the  convention  of  1802,  of  each  of  the  high  con- 
treu^ting.  parties  and  its  subjects  on  the  other.  And  the  16th  article 
of  the  treaty  provided  for  its  ratification,  and  the  exchange  of  ratifi- 
cations, in  six  months,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1818,  Richard  W.  Meade  presented  his 
claims  on  Spain  to  the  Department  of  State,  to  be  included,  with 
other  claims  of  American  citizens,  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
(4  Am.  St.  Pap.,  721,  722.) 

The  ratification  of  the  United  States  was  committed  to  Mr.  For- 
syth, minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain,  with  instructions,  dated 
March  8,  1819,  in  which  he  was  directed,  in  part,  as  follows:  "Sir  : 
The  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  concluded  on  the  22d  i^ltimo,  and  ratified  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States^  having  provided  for  the  adjustment  of  all 
important  subjects  of  difierence  between  the  two  nations,  the  first  ob- 
ject of  your  mission  will  be  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  Spanish 
government,  and  receive  it  in  exchange  for  ours,  the  authentic  instru- 
ment of  which  is  committed  to  your  charge."  (4  Am.  St.  Pap,, 
650.) 

On  May  18,  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth,  at  Madrid,  gave  formal  notice  to 
the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yruga,  First  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

The  treaty  was  not  ratified  by  Spain  within  the  six  months  stipu- 
lated by  its  16th  article  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications.  A  pro- 
tracted negotiation  in  reference  to  it  was  had  between  the  govern- 
ments of  the  two  nations,  during  which  a  special  envoy  and  minister 
was  sent  by  Spain  to  this  country  for  explanations  from  our  govern- 
ment. These  explanations  were  given,  and  were  satisfactory ;  and 
the  negotiation  was  returned  to  Spain,  where,  upon  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1820,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  made  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  with  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  Spanish  cortes,  whose 
co-operation  was  made  necessary  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  by 
the  re-establishment  of  the  Spanish  constitution  of  1812.  The 
ratification  of  Spain  having  been  sent  to  this  government,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  a  message  to  the  Senate,  dated  February  13,  1821,  (4  Am. 
St.  Pap.,  650,)  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, that  it  should  be  received  '^  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of 
the  United  States  theretofore  executed,"  (February  24,  1819;)  and 
on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1821,  the  Senate  advised  that  the 
treaty  be  then  ratified  ;  and  it  was  done.  (4  Am.  St.  Pap.  650  to 
703.) 

Pending  the  negotiation  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
which  preceded  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  on  the 
19th  May,  1820,  Mr.  Meade,  by  his  own  exertions  and  the  good  ofii- 
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oeB  of  the  minister  of  the  United  ^ates  in  Spain ,  and  at  a  costly 
compromise,  effected  the  liquidation  of  his  claims  upon  Spain,  and  re- 
ceived from  its  government  a  certificate  attesting  its  validitj*  and 
fixing  the  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  in  his  own  right,  at 
$373,879  80.  (4  Am.  St.  Pap.,  724.)  Mr.  Meade  communicated  this 
resalt  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  dated  August  17, 

1820,  and  on  the  6th  September,  1820,  Mr.  Adams  replied.  (4  Am. 
St.  Pap.,  725.) 

On  the  20th  Juae,  1820,  Mr.  Meade  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
Spanish  cortes,  proposing  that  the  payment  of  his  claim  in  full,  with 
interest,  should  be  made  a  condition  of  the  treaty,  ^^  as  being  com- 
prised in  the  stipulated  indemnities,"  if  the  oortes  resolved  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  ;  and  that  otherwise  a  decree  of  the  cortes 
should  assure  to  him  such  payment  from  the  royal  treasury.  The  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  was  assented  to  by  the  cortes  in  the  understand- 
ing  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  embraced  ia  its  provisions.  (Spanish 
document  on  file,  translated ;  Solicitor's  brief,  p.  20.  4  Am.  St.  Pap., 
725  to  728,  inclusive.) 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1321,  Mr.  Meade  presented  a  memorial  to 
the  President  protesting  against  the  discharge  of  Spain  from  his  debt 
by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  unless  the  United  States  assumed  it 
to  the  full  extent  of  Spain's  liability.  This  memorial  was  referred, 
together  with  an  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  whose  report,  with  the  papers  so  referred,  was  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  by  the  President,  in  a  message  dated  February  13^ 

1821,  and  communicated  February  14,  1821,  and  before  the  final  rMi^- 
fieation  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate.  Three  commissioners,  under  the 
treaty,  were  appointed  (3  IT.  S.  Laws,  639,  sec.  34)  and  convened,  and 
were  organized  as  a. board  at  Washington,  in  June,  1921. 

On  January  6,  1822,  Mr.  Meade  presented  his  claim  on  Spain  to  the 
commissioners  for  payment  in  fall,  and  interest^  '^  as  the  result  of  a 
necessity,  which,  as  an  individual,  he  has  no  means  to  evade  or  avert," 
and  with  ^'an  explicit  reservation  of  his  rights, "  and  protesting 
''against  being  concluded  either  by  the  treaty,  or  by  any  claim  which 
be  may  set  up  under  the  treaty,  from  asserting  and  pursuing  his  origi- 
nal claims,  or  of  adopting  either  alternative  in  the  assertion  and  pur- 
aiiit  of  them,  as  against  the  government  of  Spain  or  that  of  the  United 
States  ;"  and  he  submitted  the  certificate  of  his<)laim,  received  from 
tbe  Spanish  government  as  legal  proof  of  it.  (20th  Congress,  1st 
session,  Bep.  No.  58,  H.  B.,  E.) 

On  March  5,  1822,  the  commissioners  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  be  instructed  whether  it  was  the  intent  of  the  high  contracting 
parties  to  the  treaty  that  claims  against  Spain,  founded  on  contracts, 
Bhonld  be  included  within  the  treaty  ;  and  the  reply  of  the  Secretary^ 
dated  March  9,  informed  the  commissioners  that  'Hhe  claims  intended 
to  be  provided  for  were  those  specially  enumerated  in  the  renunciations, 
and  embraced  all  claims,  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  inteiv-> 
poeition  of  the  government,  had  been  presented  to  the  Department  of 
State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  coiv- 
Tention  of  1802,  and  until  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  ;  " 
and  he  stated  further,  '^  It  was,  however,  finally. agreedtQj..wlth.thft 
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full  understanding  that  all  the  claims  should  have  the  full  benefit  of 
the  provision,  be  subjected  to  the  same  investigation,  and  be  decided 
upon,  not  by  any  subsequent  transaction  between  the  claimant  and 
the  Si)ani8h  government,  but  by  the  commissioners,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and  upon  such  proof  as  they  should  think 
proper  to  require  for  ascertaining  its  amount  and  validity."  {Ibid,, 
43,44.) 

On  April  4,  1822,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister^ 
Mr.  Meade  enclosed  copies  of  the  letters  between  the  secretary  of  State 
and  the  commissioners,  and  stated  that  from  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Adams,  and  the  declaration  of  one  of  the  commissioners,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  apprehend  that  the  commissioners  would  treat  the  liquidatioa 
of  his  claim  by  the  Spanish  government  as  a  nullity,  and  require  other 
evidence  of  it  than  the  certificate  he  held ;  and  he  requested  the  aid 
of  the  Spanish  minister  in  procuring  from  his  government  the  evidence 
and  vouchers  he  required.  To  this  application  Mr.  Meade  received  no 
reply.     (L.  Rep.  No.  68,  46.) 

On  June  2Ty  1822,  the  commissioners  rejected  the  certificate  as  proof 
of  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  and  required  other  evidence  of  it.  (Bep.  58, 
L.)  Mr.  Meade,  on  October  10,  1822^  C^p*  ^^j  ^m)  renewed  his 
application  io  th&  Spanish  minister,  who  replied,  in  substance,  (Octo- 
16,  1822,  Bep.  68, 1,)  that  the  King  of  Spain  would  consider  the  re- 
jection of  the  certificate  by  the  commissioners  as  '^an  insult y"  and 
compliance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Meade  incompatible  with  the  royal 
dignity ;  and  the  evidence  requested  was  not  furnished  on  Mr.  Meade's 
application.     (Ibid.) 

In  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  commissioners,  without  date,  but 
referring  to  papers  annexed,  as  dated  October  Id,  1822,  Mr.  Meade 
protested  against  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  rejecting  the  cer-- 
tificate  as  proof,  and  he  requested  that  the  evidence  he  required  and 
specified  might  be  demanded  of  Spain  under  the  provisions  of  the  11th 
article  of  the  treaty.     (Bep.  68,  K.) 

On  April  18, 1823,  the  commissioners  communicated  Mr.  Meade's 
application  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who,  on  the  13th  May,  instructed 
Mr.  Kelson^  the  American  minister  in  Spain,  to  demand  of  the  Spanish 
government  the  evidence  required  in  execution  of  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty.     (Bep.  68.) 

These  instructions  arrived  in  Spain  in  December,  1823,  and  on  the 
19th  of  that  month  a  formal  requisition  was  made  by  Mr.  Nelson  on 
the  Spanish  government  for  the  evidence  required,  and  it  was  renewed 
on  the  11th  and  26th  of  February ;  and  on  March  8,  1824,  the  Spanish 
Secretary  of  State  replied,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  King  to  say 
^Hhat  the  papers  of  this  office  (Secretaria)  have  been  thrown  into  great 
confusion  by  their  removal  to  Seville  and  Cadiz,  whence  they  are  ex- 

{>ected  in  a  few  days.  As  soon  as  they  arrive  we  will  proceed  to  search 
or  those  you  demand,"  &c.  (Bep.  45T,  H.  B.,  p.  66.)  The  subse- 
quent correspondence  between  the  American  and  Spanish  ministers 
is  shown  in  the  same  document,  and  also  a  schedule  of  the  papers  and 
evidence  required  by  Mr.  Meade.  (Bep.  58,  p.  90,  &c.)  The  evidence 
did  not  arrive  from  Spain,  and  on  May  29, 1824,  a  few  days  only  before 
the  expiration  of  the  commission,  the  commissioners  rejected  the  claim 
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of  Mr.  Meade  on  the  ground  that  the  only  evidence  before  them — the 
Spanish  certificate — was  inefficient  to  establish  it. 

On  the  facts  in  the  case  the  petitioner  claims  that  the  United  States, 
without  the  authority  of  Mr.  Meade  and  against  bis  assent,  included 
his  debt  against  Spain  in  the  treaty  finally  ratified,  and  thus  discharged 
Spain  from  the  debt  and  became  liable  to  indemnify  Mr.  Me&de. 

In  support  of  this  claim  it  is  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  petitioner, 
that  the  authority  originally  given  by  Mr.  Meade  tb  the  United  States, 
to  include  his  claim  in  the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  February  22, 
1819,  was  revoked  or  determined — 

Firstly.  Because  the  treaty  became  void  on  the  failure  of  Spain  to 
ratify  the  treaty  within  the  six  months  stipulated  in  its  16th  article. 

Secondly.  That  the  authority  given  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  United 
States  was  revoked  by  subsequent  circumstances. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  these  propositions  are  not  sustained  by  the 
evidence.  The  16th  article  is  in  these  words  :  ^^  The  present  treaty 
shall  be  ratified  in  due  form  by  the  contrasting  parties,  and  the  rati- 
fications shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months  from  this  time,  or  sooner,  if 
possible." 

It  is  observable  that  this  article  does  not  condition  the  treaty  on 
the  exchange  of  ratification  within  six  months,  or  purport  that  the 
failure  of  such  ratification  should,  ipsofadOy  determine  all  that  had  been 
done,  annul  the  convention  whose  terms  had  been  stipulated,  agreed 
upon,  and  authoritatively  signed,  and  thus  render  it  void^  as  distin- 
guished in  technical  language  from  voidable.  And  the  effect  of  the 
non-ratification  by  Spain  within  the  term  limited,  was  only  to  leave 
the  treaty  unconcluded,  but  inchoate  and  pending  between  the  parties 
in  the  stage  in  which  it  then  was,  with  a  right  in  the  United  States 
to  determine  the  negotiation  for  Spain's  default  in  not  exchanging  the 
ratifications  within  six  months. 

And  the  evidence  shows  that  the  United  States  did  not  avoid  the 
n^otiation,  but  purposely  forbore  to  do  so,  or  to  refuse  the  ftirther 
negotiation  which  Spain  proffiered  after  the  six  months  had  expired  ; 
and  this  for  very  cogent  reasons. 

For  the  United  States  claimed  that  the  conclusion  and  signature  of 
the  treaty  by  Don  Onis,  under  the  full  powers  given  him,  and  the 
accompanying  promise  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  ratify  such  a  treaty 
as  Don  Onis  should  make  under  such  powers,  and  which  promise  he 
delivered  to  the  United  States  before  the  treaty  was  concluded,  made 
the  treaty  from  its  signature,  and  before  its  ratification,  a  compact  as 
it  stood,  which  not  only  bound  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  Spanish 
King  and  nation,  but  also  vested  in  the  United  States  a  right  to  all 
the  treaty  offered  them,  which  they  might  lawfully  enforce  if  not 
peacefully  secured  to  them  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  This 
claim,  of  a  vested  right,  assured  to  the  United  States  the  possession  of 
the  Floridas  in  case  the  treaty  was  not  ratified  by  Spain  ;  and  to  have 
declared  the  treaty  null  and  yoid  would  have  defeated  this  vested 
right. 

It  has  already  beeii  stated  that  Mr.  Forsyth's  original  instructions 
contained  no  direction  or,  authority  in  reference  to  the  refusal  or 
delay  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty.    And  Mr.  Adams,  in 
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his  first  instructions  to  Mr.  Forsyth  on  that  subject,  dated  August  18, 
1819,  (4  Am.  Stat.  Pap.,  F.  R  ,  657,)  says :  *^  The  only  reason  assigned 
by  the  minister  of  Spain,  ad  interim^  for  the  postponement  of  the  Spanish 
ratification  was  the  determination  of  the  King,  founded  on  the  great 
importance  of  the  treaty,  to  act  upon  it  with  lull  deliberation.     Thi8 
-may  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  delay  within  the  period  stipulated 
by  the  treaty,  but  after  the  expiration  of  that  period  can  no  longer 
be  alleged.     Delay  beyond  that  period  will  be  a  breach  of  faith  ;  for 
the  treaty  in  all  its  parts  from  the  moment  of  its  signature  by  Mr. 
Onis,  and  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  was  as  binding  upon 
the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  King  and  nation  as  it  would 
be  after  the  ratification.     It  is  scarcely  supposable  that  Spain  will 
contest  this  position,  or  that  it  should  be  necessary  to  present  it  to  her 
view  in  the  following  terms  of  the  full  power  of  Mr.  Onis,  the  original 
of  which,  signed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  was  delivered  to  me  before 
the  signature  of  the  treaty.     The  words  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  after 
authorizing  Mr.  Onis  to  treat,  negotiate,  and  conclude  a  treaty  where* 
by  past  differences  may  he  adjusted,  and  a  firm  and  lasting  peace 
established  between  the  two  governments,  are  as  follows :  ^  Obliging 
ourselves,  as  we  do  hereby  oblige  ourselves,  and  promise,  on  the  faith 
and  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil,  and  cause  to  be 
inviolably  observed  and  fulfilled,  whatsoever  may  be  stipulated  and 
signed  by  yoUy  to  which  intent  and  purpose  I  grant  you  all  authority 
and  full  power  in  themostampleformthereby  as  of  right  required.'  " 
If  language  so  explicit  and  unqualified  were,  in  regard  to  its  import, 
susceptible  of  any  doubt,  founded  on  the  usage  which  requires  the 
ratification  of  the  sovereign  for  the  full  consummation  of  a  treaty,  there 
is  nothing  dubious  or  uncertain  in  the  extent  of  obligation  resting  upon 
him  by  the  signature  of  his  minister  vested  with  such  a  full  power. 
The  following  passages  from  Vattel  and  Martens  are  decisive  author* 
ities  upon  the  principle.     "Sovereigns  treat  together  by  the  agency 
of  their  attorneys,  or  mandatories,  clothed  with  sufficient  powers :  they 
are  commonly  called  plenipotentiaries.     All  the  rules  ot  the  law  of 
nations  concerning  things  performed  by  commission  are  here  applica- 
ble.    The  rights  of  the  agent  are  defined  by  the  authority  given  him. 
From  this  he  must  not  depart ;  but  whatever  he  promises  within  the 
terms  of  his  commission,  and  according  to  the  extent  of  his  powers,  is 
binding  upon  his  constituent."     "  At  this  time,  to  avoid  all  danger 
and  difficulty,  princes  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  ratifying 
that  which  has  been  concluded  by  their  minister  in  their  name.     The 
full  power  is  merely  a  commission  cum  libera.     If  this  commission 
were  to  have  its  full  effect,  it  should  be  given  with  thei  utmost  circum  • 
spection  ;  but  as  princes  can  be  constrained  to  fulfil  their  obligations 
only  by  force  of  arms,  the  custom  has  arisen  of  relying  upon  their 
treaties  only  after  they  have  sanctioned  and  ratified  them  ;  whatever 
the  minister  has  concluded  remaining  ineffectual  until  the  ratification 
of  the  prince,  there  is  less  danger  of  giving  him  a  full  power.     But  to 
refuse  with  honor  to  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue  of 
a  full  power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong  and  solid  reasons  for  it ; 
particularly  he  must  show  that  his  minister  transcended  his  instruc- 
tions.''   (Vattel,  Book  2,  c.  12,  §  166.) 
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''  EverjthiDg  that  has  heen  stipulated  bj  an  agent  in  conformity 
to  his  full  powers  ought  to  become  obligatory  for  the  State  from  the 
moment  of  signing,  without  even  waiting  for  the  ratification.  How- 
eyer,  not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  errors  of  a  single  person,  it  is  now 
become  a  general  maxim  that  public  conventions  do  not  become 
obligatory  till  ratified.  The  motive  of  this  custom  clearly  proves 
that  the  ratification  can  never  be  refused  with  justice^  except  when 
he  who  is  charged  with  the  negotiation  keeping  within  compass,  with 
respect  to  his  public  full  powers,  has  gone  beyond  his  secret  instrnc- 
tionsy  and  consequently  has  rendered  himself  liable  to  punishment, 
or  when  the  other  party  refuses  to  ratify."  (Marten's  Summary, 
book  2,  c.  1,  §3.) 

'*  The  obligation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  therefore,  in  honor  and  jus- 
tice, to  ratify  the  treaty  signed  by  his  minister,  is  as  perfect  and  un- 
qualified as  his  royal  promise  in  the  full  power  ;  and  it  gives  to  the 
United  States  the  right  equally  perfect  to  compel  the  performance  of 
that  promise."     (4  Am.  St.  P.,  F.  R.,  65T- 8.) 

^'  The  claim  of  the  United  States,  in  the  terms  and  with  the  reason* 
ing  and  authorities  given  by  Mr.  Adams, .was  ofBcially  transmitted  to 
the  Spanish  government,  October  2, 1819,  in  a  note  from  Mr.  Forsyth 
to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando.     (4  Ibid.,  662.) 

And  in  an  official  letter  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  dated  ^^  Department  of 
State,  Washington,  December  16,  1819,"  Mr.  Adams  says: 

**  Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  question  proposed  by  the  committee, 
'whether  the  JEIxecutive  considers  the  Florida  treaty  as  a  subsisting 
one,  valid  according  to  national  law,  and  giving  the  same  perfect 
rights  and  imposing  the  same  perfect  obligations  as  if  it  had  been 
ratified,'  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  President  considers  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  of  February  last  as  obligatory  upon  the  honor  and 
good  faith  of  Spain,  not  as  a  perfect  treaty,  (ratification  being  an  es- 
sential formality  to  that,)  but  as  a  compact  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify ; 
as  an  adjustment  of  the  difierences  between  the  two  nations  which  the 
King  of  Spain,  by  his  full  power  to  his  minister,  had  solemnly  pro- 
mis^  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil.  The  adjustment  is  assumed  as 
the  measure  of  what  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  obtain  from 
Spain  from  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  The  principle  may  be  illus- 
trated by  reference  to  rules  of  municipal  law  relative  to  transactions 
between  individuals ;  the  diflerence  oetween  the  treaty  unratified 
and  ratified  may  be  likened  to  the  differencie  between  a  covenant  to 
convey  lands  and  the  deed  of  conveyance  itself;  upon  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  to  convey,  courts  of  equity  decree  that  the  party  who  has 
broken  his  covenant  shall  convey ;  and  further,  shall  make  good  to 
the  other  party  all  damages  which  he  has  sustained  by  the  breach  of 
contract." 

**  As  there  is  no  court  of  chancery  between  nations,  their  differ- 
ences can  be  settled  only  by  agreement  or  by  force.  The  resort  to 
force  is  justifiable  only  when  justice  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotia- 
tion, and  the  resort  to  force  is  limited  to  the  attainment  of  justice. 
The  wrong  received  marks  the  boundaries  of  the  right  to  be  ob- 
tained." 

'*  The  King  of  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify  the  treaty,  bound  by  the 
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principles  of  the  law  of  nations  applicable  to  the  case,  and  farther 
bound  by  the  solemn  promise  in  the  fall  power.  He  refusing  to 
perform  this  promise  and  obligation^  the  United  States  ha^e  a  per- 
fect right  to  do  what  a  court  of  chaacery  would  do  in  a  transaction 
of  a  similar  character  between  individuals,  namely,  to  compel  the 
performance  of  the  engagement  as  far  as  compulsion  can  accomplish 
it,  and  to  indemnify  themsely^s  for  all  the  damages  and  charges  inci- 
dent to  the  necessity  of  using  compulsion.  They  cannot  compel  the 
King  of  Spain  to  sign  the  act  of  ratification,  and  therefore  cannot  make 
the  instrument  a  perfect  treaty ;  but  they  can,  and  are  justifiable  in  so 
doing,  take  that  which  the  treaty,  if  perfected,  would  have  bound  Spain 
to  deliver  up  to  them,  and  they  are  entitled  to  indemnity  for  all  the 
exjpenses  and  damages  which  they  may  sustain  by  consequence  of  the 
refusal  of  l^pain  to  ratify.  The  refusal  to  ratifv  gives  them  the  same 
right  to  do  justice  to  themselves,  as  the  refusal  to  fulfil  would  have 

flven  them  if  Spain  had  ratified  and  then  ordered  the  governor  of 
lorida  not  to  deliver  over  the  province."     (Ibid.,  6T3.) 

And  in  a  second  official  letter  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  dated  December  21, 
1819,  Mr.  Adams  cites  the  French  and  Russian  governments  as  ad- 
mitting the  right  of  the  United  States  to  take  forcible  possession  of  the 
Floridas,  but  as  dissuading  from  the  immediate  Exercise  of  the  right. 
Mr.  Adams  says:  ^^It  was  alleged  that  in  the  present  state  of  our 
controversy  with  Spain  the  opinion  of  all  Europe  on  the  point  at 
issue  was  in  our  favor  and  against  her  ;  that  by  exercising  patience  a 
little  longer  ;  by  waiting,  at  least,  to  hear  the  minister  who  was  an- 
nounced as  coming  to  give  and  receive  explanations,  we  could  not  fail 
of  obtaining  ultimately,  without  resort  to  force,  the  rights  to  which 
it  was  admitied  we  were  entitled;  but  that  precipitate  measures  of 
violence  might  not  only  provoke  Spain  to  war,  but  would  change  the 
state  of  the  question  between  us,  would  exhibit  us  to  the  world  as  the 
aggressor,  and  would  indispose  against  us  those  now  the  most  decided 
in  our  favor." 

And  on  May  9,  1820,  the  President  submitted  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  in  which  he  announces  to  them  the  non-ratification  of  the 
treaty,  the  arrival  of  the  envoy  from  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  poli- 
tical changes  there,  and  says :  ^'  The  attitude  of  the  United  States 
must  now  oe  assumed  on  full  consideration  of  wh$t  is  due  to  their 
rights,  their  interests,  and  honor,  without  regard  to  the  powers  or  in- 
cidents of  the  late  mission.  We  may  at  pleasure  occupy  the  territory 
which  was  intended  and  provided  by  the  late  treaty  as  an  indemnity 
for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  by  our  citizens  ;  but  still  nothing 
could  be  settled  definitively  without  a  treaty  between  the  two  nations. 
Is  this  the  time  to  make  the  pressure  ?  If  the  United  States  were 
governed  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement  many  strong  rea- 
sons might  be  given  in  its  favor.  But  they  haye  no  objects  of  that  kind 
to  accomplish." 

If  the  rights  of  the  United  States  were  such  as  our  government 
claimed  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  so  solemnly  declared  to  Spain,  to 
this  country,  and  before  the  world,  it  was  only  because  the  treaty 
signed  February  22,  l6l9,  was  not  void,  and  had  not  been  avoided  or 
declared  null  by  the  United  States,  but  was  held  by  them  to  be  a  bind- 
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ing  compact  vestiDg  their  rigbts  and  assaring  their  purposes.  And  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Adams  last  cited,  and  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
(August  18, 1819,  &c.,)  show  that  the  negotiation  with  Spain  was  con- 
tinued by  our  gOYernment,  not  in  any  doubt  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  but  only  to  obtain  that  peaceful  determination  of  them  which 
the  ceremonial  of  the  ratification  by  Spain  would  effect. 

And  the  correspondence  betweeti  the  two  governments  shows  that 
it  was  their  mutual  understanding  that  the  ratification  was  suspended 
only,  and  that  the  negotiation  of  the  original  treaty  was  still  open, 
and  not  closed  or  affected  by  the  expiration  of  the  six  months.     Thus, 
on  August  10,  1819,  the  Spanish  minister,  in  communicating  tp  Mr. 
Forsyth  the  King's  purpose  of  sending  an  envoy  to  the  United  States 
to  seek  explanations,  says :  '^  His  Gatholjc  Majesty  persuades  himself 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  these 
principles  and  sentiments,  fac  from  refusing  to  admit  these  new  ex- 
planations, will  cheerfully  receive  them  as  a  proof  of  the  good  faith 
and  frankness  of  the  conduct  of  Spain,  and  that  they  will  accede  to 
her  views  by  promoting  also,  on.  their  part,  the  speedy  conclusion  of 
an  affair  productive  of  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  powers."     (4 
Am.  St.  Pap.,  F.  B.,  656.)    And  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated 
August  19,  1819,  (4  Am.  St.  Pap.,  F.  R.,  660,)  the  Spanish  minister 
says,  in  reference  to  the  message  of  the  envoy:    *^It  is  true  that 
when  this  determination  which  the  King,  my  master,  has  been  pleased 
to  take  in  relation  to  this  affair,  will  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your 
government,  the  epoch  of  the  22d  August  (the  last  day  of  the  six 
months)  will  have  elapsed,  but  this  circumstance  will  prove  no  ob- 
stacle to  the  obtaining  the  requisite  explanations  and  edaircissements 
on  the  treaty,  as  it  ia  to  be  supposed  that  the  American  government 
would  readily  have  afforded  them  at  an  earlier  period  if  tne  circum- 
stances before  pointed  out  had  not  prevented  their  being  required 
immediately."     And  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  reply,  dated  Madrid,  Au- 
gust 21,  1819,  states  to  the  Spanish  minister  as  follows:  ^^  The  un- 
dersigned, minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  near  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  perceives  with  regret,  but  without  surprise,  from 
l^fior  Don  M.  G.  Salmon's  note  of  the  19th  instant,  that  the  deter- 
mination made  by  the  government  of  Spain  not  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion of  the  22d  of  February,  will  not  be  changed.     The  undersigned 
will  not  waste  his  own  time  nor  encroach  upon  that  of  his  Majesty's 
government  by  any  observations  on  the  said  note,  bu^^  will  proceed 
to  discharge  the  only  duty  which,  on  this  subject,  remains  for  him 
to  perform.     He  has  the  honor  formally  to  announce  that  after  the 
22d  day  of  the  present  month,  as  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
of  the  22d  Februarv  will  not  have  been  exchanged,  all  the  claims 
and  pretensions  of  the  United  States  which,  with  the  spirit  of  mode- 
ration, the  love  of  peace,  and  the  delusive  expectation  that  all  causes 
of  difference  and  dispute  with  Spain  would  be  thereby  adjusted  and 
settled^  they  consented  to  modify  or  waive,  will  stand  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  that  convention  had  not  been  made,  and  that  the 
United  States  will  hold  themsdvea  free  to  press  and  enforce  them  in 
any  and  every  way  consistent  with  honor  that  their  interest  may 
require.''    This  only  declares  the  position  of  the  United  States  and 
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her  rigiht  to  avoid  the  treaty.  It  is  not  a  declaration  that  the  treaty 
is  null  or  avoided,  and  it  could  not  have  been  meant  for  that ;  for,  on 
August  21,  1819,  (the  date  of  this  letter,)  the  term  limited  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  had  not  expired,  and,  as  has  been  already 
remarked,  the  original  instructions  to  Mr.  Forsyth  contained  no  di- 
rections and  no  authority  in  reference  to  the  event  of  the  non-ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  Spain  within  the  six  months. 

The  first  instructions  for  that  contingency  were  given  by  Mr. 
Adams  after  he  had  been  informed  that  the  ratification  by  Spain  had 
not  been  made  in  the  promptness  anticipated^  and  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  dated  at  Washington,  August  18,  1819,  only  four  days  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  six  mouths.  Aiid  these  instructions  reached 
Mr.  Forsyth  September  30,  1819,  and  were  communicated  by  him  to 
the  minister  of  Spain  the  2d  of  October,  1819,  in  a  note  in  which  he 
says:  *'Sir:  The  government  of  the  United  States  *  *  *  have 
instructed  me,  should  the  final  decision  on  it  of  the  King  not  be  made 
prior  to  this  time,  to  inform  the  government  of  his  Catholic  Majesty 
that,  although  the  six  months  stipulated  in  the  treaty  within  which 
the  ratifications  were  to  be  exchanged  have  expired,  thia  ratification  of 
Spain,  made  with  the  explicit  understanding  that  the  large  grants  of 
land  in  Florida  to  the  Duke  of  AleD90D,  the  Count  of  Punon  Bostro, 
and  Mr.  Yarga,  and  all  others  under  similar  circumstances,  are,  b^ 
the  eighth  article  of  that  convention,  null  and  void,  and  will  be  so 
held  by  the  United  States^  will  be  accepted  as  valid,  and  I  am 
authorized  to  receive  the  Spanish  ratification  for  that  of  the  United 
States,  provided  this  exchange  shall  be  immediate.  This  exchange 
must  take  place  soon  enough  to  enable  me  to  send  the  ratified  treaty 
to  the  United  States  by  Captain  Reid,  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet,  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  will  remain  in  Madrid  ten  days, 
to  carry  the  President  the  final  determination  of  Spain  on  this  im- 
portant subject."  Then,  after  stating  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
as  before  cited,  Mr.  Forsyth  adds:  '^I  am  therefore  instructed  fur- 
ther to  inform  your  excellency  that  if  the  ratified  copy  of  the  treaty- 
should  not  arrive  in  the  United  States  before  the  first  day  on  which  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  meets,  the  President  will  lay  before  that 
body  all  the  transactions  relating  to  the  treaty,  and  such  measures 
will  be  adopted  by  the  competent  authority  as  the  exigency  of  the  case 
mav  require.''  (4  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations,  662, 
663.) 

Here  the  United  States  not  only  forbear  to  declare  the  treaty  nuU 
for  its  non-ratification  within  the  six  months,  but  they  extend  the 
term  nearly  one-third,  and  propose,  in  the  event  of  its  non-ratification, 
even  then,  not  its  absolute  avoidance,  but  only  that  the  President  will 
submit  the  whole  matter  to  Congress  for  its  consideration.  And  thus 
the  way  was  still  left  open  and  kept  open  for  that  further  negotiatioa 
which  led  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

Then,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  envoy  in  this  country  seeking 
explanations  of  our  government,  the  Secretary  of  State  inquired  of 
him  whether  he  had  the  ratification,  and  if  Spain  was  ready  to 
exchange  it  for  that  of  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  minister,  iu 
a  letter  dated  April  19,  1820,  says  he  has  not  the  ratification  of 
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Spain,  *' nor  does  it  seem  agreeable  to  the  jiataral  course  of  things 
and  to  established  usage  that  a  treaty  should  be  ratified  previous  to 
a  removal  of  the  obstacles  which  have  expressly  caused  tJie  suspension 
of  its  ratification;''  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  reply,  dated  April  21, 

1820,  says  :  ^'  It  is  indispensable  that,  before  entering  into  any  new 
negotiation  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  that  relating  to  the 
treaty  already  signed  shovjidhe  dosed."  (4  Am.  St.  Pap.,  F.  B.,  681, 
682.) 

And  on  the  9th  of  May,  1820,  (Jbid.^  676,)  the  President,  in  a  mes- 
sage to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  communicated  to  them  the 
arrival  of  the  Spanish  envoy,  his  errand,  the  correspondence  had 
with  him,  and  then,  after  stating  the  change  in  the  Spai^ish  govern- 
ment that  had  since  taken  place,  he  adds :  ''When  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment is  completely  organized  on  the  principles  of  this  change,  as 
it  is  expected  it  soon  will  be,  there  is  just  ground  to  presume  that  our 
dijBference  with  Spain  will  be  speedily  and  satisfactorily  settled/' 

The  explanations  desired  by  Spain  were  given,  and  were  satisfac- 
tory, and  the  negotiations  were  transferred  again  to  Spain  for  the 
assent  of  the  cortes  ;  and  on  Jujiy  1,  1820,  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  an  official 
note  to  the  Spanish  minister,  said :  ''I  have  read  the  instructions  of 
the  President,  and  am  authorized  to  assure  you  that  the  immediate 
ratification  by  Spain  of  the  convention  of  February,  1819,  will  be 
accepted  by  the  President,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  of  tJie  United  States." 

These  extracts  are  enough  to  show  what  is  more  clearly  shown  by 
the  whole  negotiation  taken  together,  that  both  powers  held  the  for- 
mal ratification  of  the  convention  and  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  a 
matter  pending  between  them  from  that  date  till  February  19,  1821 ; 
and  they  also  show  what  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  the  obli- 
gations of  Spain,  claimed  by  our  government  in  reference  to  the 
Floridas^  rested  upon,  viz.,  that  the  treaty  finally  ratified  was  the 
identical  convention  and  treaty  signed  February  22,  1819,  and  not  a 
substitute  or  in  any  way  a  new  convention  or  treaty. 

We  think  it  cannot  be  claimed,  therefore,  that  the  authority  origi- 
nally given  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  United  States  to  settle  his  claims 
with  Spain  had  reference  to  any  other  treaty  than  that  finally  ratified 
between  the  two  nations,  or  that  such  authority  was  revoked  or  de- 
termined, because  the  trea^  to  which  it  referred  became  void,  or  was 
avoided,  or  declared  nvU  by  the  United  States  for  the  failure  of  Spain 
to  ratify  the  treaty  within  the  six  months  stipulated  in  its  sixteenth 
article. 

Nor  do  we  think  it  material  that  there  was  added  to  the  treaty,  in 

1821,  an  express  avoidance  of  certain  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alaogon 
and  others,  by  the  King  of  Spain  after  his  proposition  for  the  cession 
of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  It  was  understood  by  both  par- 
ties that  those  grants  were  avoided  by  the  treaty  as  it  was  signed  in 
1819  ;  and  the  provision  for  the  purpose  failed  only  by  the  mistake  of 
a  date  which  the  amendment  in  1821  corrected.  The  correction  of  an 
admitted  mistake  in  an  instrument  by  the  mutual  consent  of  parties, 
does  not  make  it  another  instrument,  in  the  law  of  equity  or  tne  law 
of  nations. 
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Nor  do  we  think  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  1821  by  the 
United  States  made  it  another  and  a  di£ferent  treaty  from  that  Con- 
clnded  and  signed  in  1819.  The  ratification  of  a  treaty  by  a  sove- 
reign is  its  completion,  and  notits  inception,  and  indicates  the  former 
and  not  the  latter.  The  re-ratification  waived  the  former  ratification 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  brought  their  completion  of  the 
instrument  down  to  1821 ;  but  it  did  not  indicate  its  inception  then, 
or  that  the  treaty  completed  then  was  not  the  same  treaty  which  was 
begun  in  1819.  And  the  claims  of  the  United  States  of  a  vested 
right  to  the  Floridas,  and  to  a  specific  performance  of  the  treaty  of 
1819,  and  the  extracts  from  the  subsequent  negotiations  on  both  sides, 
show,  we  think,  the  mutual  understanding  of  the  parties  that  the 
compact  and  convention  -xyf  the  original  treaty  of  1819  was  all  the 
time  in  Jieri^  and  that  the  formal  ratification  was  only  suspended  ; 
and  it  was  in  this  mutual  understanding  that  the  treaty  was  lett  to  rest 
on  the  original  signatures  of  its^  negotiators,  and  to  bear  its  original 
date. 

Secondly.  It  is  contended  that  the  authority  given  by  Mr.  Meade  to 
the  United  States  was  revoked  by  subsequent  circumstances,  viz  :  the 
liquidation  of  his  claim  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  notice  of ^  it 
to  the  itnited  States  ;  that  the  liquidation  of  the  claim,  by  fixing  its 
validity  and  amount,  made  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  inapplicable 
to  it,  and  dispensed  with  the  further  agency  of  the  United  States,  by 
accomplishing  the  phief  purpose  for  which  it  was  evoked. 

It  is  obsei^vable  here  that  the  notice  given  to  tho.  United  States  by 
Mr.  Meade,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  August  IT,  1820,  (4 
Am.  St.  Pap.,  725,)  omits  all  express  revocation  of  the  authority 
originally  conferred,  and  the  question  therefore  is,  whether,  with  that 
omission,  the  fact  of  the  liquidation  and  notice  of  it,  without  more, 
required  of  the  United  States  the  inference  that  the  authority  origi- 
nally given  to  them  was  revoked. 

The  liquidation  amalgamated  several  claims  of  dilBTerent  legal 
natures,  for  debts  and  torts  into  one  debty  fixed  in  validity  and  amount, 
as  between  Mr.  Meade  and  Spain,  and  tp  their  mutual  benefit ;  for  it 
gave  to  Mr.  Meade  the  certainty  that  belongs  to  an  acoount  stated,  and 
to  Spain  a  favorable  and  honorable  adjustment  of  Ur.  Meade's  de- 
mands 4  and  these  mutual  benefits  would  be  available  to  the  parties  to 
the  liquidation  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  treaty.  There  was 
a  plain  motive,  therefore,  for  the  liquidation  dehors  the  treaty,  and 
without  reference  to  it,  and  in  the  case  of  its  final  failure. 

Beside,  although  the  liquidation  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim  fixed  its 
validity  and  amount,  yet  it  was  not  payment^  and  Spain  was  at  the 
time  avowedly  unable  to  make  payment,  and  was,  moreover,  involved 
in  political  difficulties  and  pecuniary  embarrassments.  Mr.  Meade 
might  well,  therefore,  prefer  the  actual  and  prompt  payment  assured 
to  him  by  the  treaty,  if  concluded,  and  which  payment  it  was  then 
believed  would  be  in  full,  to  the  mere  promise  of  Spain,  under  cir- 
cumstances  indefinitely  postpoing  its  performance. 

And  if,  for  these  or  any  other  reasons,  the  liquidation  and  notice  of 
it  to  the  United  States  were  compatible  with  the  continuance  of  the 
authority  originally  given  to  them,  then  the  liquidation  and  notice 
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did  not,  of  their  own  force,  revoke  that  authority  or  require  of  the 
United  States  the  inference  that  it  was  revoked. 

And  if  the  authority  continued,  then  the  liquidation  was  only  what 
the  United  States  always  held  it  to  be,  (Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Mr. 
Salmon,  April  29,  1823,  Rep.  No.  457,  H.  R.,  Q.  p.  45,)  a  matter  be  - 
tween  Spain  and  Mr.  Meade  entirely  dehors  the  treaty,  and  in  nowise 
affecting  the  applicability  of  the  provision  of  the  treaty,  if  that  should 
be  concluded^  and  Mr.  Meade's  claim  be  settled  under  it. 

The  inference  from  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Meade's  letters  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  his  reply,  is,  that  the  notice  of  the  liquidation  was  given  and  re* 
ceived  as  an  acknowledgment  due  in  courtesy  for  the  good  offices  of 
the  United  States  in  furthering  Mr.  Meade's  wishes  and  interests,  nd 
as  only  that. 

It  was  argued  for  the  petitioner  that  the  liquidation  of  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  removed  it  from  the  treaty  by  changing  its  legal  nature,  so  that 
it  was  no  longer  the  same  daim  as  that  originally  placed  within  the 
treaty. 

This  argument  rests  on  the  doctrine  of  the  novation  of  a  contract, 
bat  that  doctrine  belongs  to  the  technicalities  of  the  common  law  and 
the  civil  law,  as  systems  of  municipal  law,  and  it  does  not  belong  to 
the  law  of  nations,  under  which  the  parties  to  the  treaty  were  nego- 
tiating when  the  liquidation  was  m^de.  It  may  be  true  at  the 
common  law  that  a  liquidation  which  amalgamates  several  causes  of 
action,  different  in  their  legal  natures,  into  one  debt,  might  be  such  a 
nomtion  as  would  remove  a  cauFe  of  action  from  a  declaration.  But 
there  is  no  rule  in  the  law  of  nations  that  the  novation  of  a  contract 
at  the  municipal  law  shall  remove  it  from  a  treaty  between  nations 
under  the  law  of  nations.  And  what  effect,  or  if  any  effect,  was  to  be 
given  to  the  novation  alleged  here,  must  depend  on  the  intent  of  the 
parties  to  the  treaty  ;  and  we  think  that  it  cannot  be  inferred  from 
the  evidence  that  the  parties  to  the  treaty  intended  or  understood  that 
the  liquidation  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims,  the  mere  statement  of  them  in 
account,  between  him  and  Spain,  withdrew  his  claim  from  the  treaty 
of  1819  and  from  the  fund  provided  for  that  treaty,  so  that  if  the  treaty 
was  concluded  Spain  would  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  and 
also  pay  Mr.  Meade's  debt  out  of  her  treasury. 

It  has  been  stated  that,  in  his  memorial  to  the  Spanish  cortes^  dated 
Jane  20,  1820,  Mr.  Meade  claimed  that,  if  the  treaty  on  which  the 
cortes  were  to  act  was  ratified,  the  payment  of  his  debt  in  full,  with 
interest,  should  be  made  a  oonditionin  the  treaty,  '^as  being  comprised 
in  its  stipulated  indemnities."  Now,  what  claim  did  Mr.  Meade  re- 
fer to?  Certainly  his  claim  !t^utc{a^e(2  a  month  before,  (May  19,  1820.) 
And  what  treaty  did  Mr.  Meade  refer  to  ?  Certainly  to  the  treaty  on 
which  the  cortes  were  to  act,  and  that  was  the  treaty  finally  ratified 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States.  But  it  is  not  alleged  or  pre- 
tended that  there  was  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  or 
its  minister  in  Spain,  prior  to  the  date  of  this  memorial,  (June  20, 
1820,)  that  placed  or  tended  to  place  Mr.  Meade's  claim  within  the 
treaty  finally  ratified  by  the  two  nations.  And  if  at  that  date,  June 
20,  1820,  Mr.  Meade's  liquidated  claim  was  within  that  treaty,  it  was 
placed  there  by  his  own  act — ^his  presentation  of  his  unliquidated  claim 
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to  the  Secretary  of  State,  January  IT,  1819,  under  and  according  to 
the  prescriptions  of  the  treaty  signed  in  1819,  and  to  be  included  in 
its  provisions  for  no  other  action  is  shown  or  alleged  that  tends, 
prior  to  June  20, 1820,  to  such  effect.  And  when  Mr.  Meade,  a  month 
after  the  liquidation  of  his  claim,  declared  that  it  was  within  the 
treaty,  how  can  it  be  contended  here,  for  his  representative,  that  the 
liquidation  removed  the  claim  from  the  treaty,  or  that  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  August  17,  1820,  communicating  the  fact  of  the  liquidation, 
was  notice  or  intended  to  be  notice  that  the  claim  was  removed  from 
the  treaty  ?  And  how  can  it  be  contended  here  that  the  United  States 
placed  Mr.  Meade's  claim  in  the  treaty  finally  ratified,  when  by  his 
own  declaration  it  was  then,  June  20,  1820,  and  therefore  before  any 
action  of  the  United  States  or  its  minister  upon  the  matter,  except  in 
furtherance  of  the  liquidation  ?  Mr.  Meade's  declaration  in  his  me- 
morial to  the  cortes  confiicts  with  every  ground  of  claim  put  forth  here 
for  the  petitioner. 

And  if  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  from  the  circumstances 
which  attended  its  signature  on  the  part  of  Spain,  viz:  the  full 
power  given  to  Mr.  Onis,  and  the  royal  promise  which  accompa- 
nied it,  vested  in  the  United  States  a  right  to  the  Floridas,  of 
which  they  might  compel  the  specific  performance,  as  they  insisted, 
then,  as  a  consequence,  and  by  the  same  means,  and  from  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty,  the  right  to  the  stipulated  pries,  of  the  Floridas, 
and  to  every  part  of  that  price  was  vested  in  Spain  ;  and  her  exon- 
eration from  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  a  part  of  that  price.  If  any  one 
term  of  the  treaty  was  fixed  from  its  signature,  every  other  term  of 
the  treaty  was  equally  fixed,  and  Spain  was  absolutely  exonerated 
from  all  claims  duly  presented,  and  the  claimants,  including  Mr. 
Meade,  were  absolutely  entitled  to  the  five  millions  of  dollars.  In  such 
case  Mr.  Meade  could  not  revoke  the  authority  he  had  given  to  the 
United  States,  because  it  had  been  executed  on  the  filing  of  his  claim. 
And  he  could  not  withdraw  from  the  treaty  his  claim  against  Spain, 
because  it  had  been  extinguished  and  merged  in  a  claim  on  the  fund 
provided  by  the  treaty. 

But  if  Mr.  Meade's  proposition  were  true,  and  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  treaty  finally  ratified  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
was  not  the  treaty  originally  signed  in  1819,  and  ratified  then  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  but  another  treaty  in  substitution  for  the 
original  treaty,  and  to  which,  therefore,  the  authority  given  by  Mr. 
Meade  to  the  United  States  to  settle  his  claims  did  not  apply,  and 
that  the  United  States  had  included  Mr.  Meade's  claim  in  such  sub- 
stituted treaty,  and  thereby,  without  his  authority  or  assent,  and 
against  his  protest,  discharged  Spain  from  such  claims,  it  would  follow 
that  the  United  States  had  taken  Mr.  Meade's  private  property  for 
public  use,  and  was  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  make  him  a  jost 
compensation  therefor. 

Mr.  Meade  then  could  have  pursued  either  of  two  courses :  he  could 
have  affirmed  or  disaffirmed  the  action  of  the  United  States  ;  but  he 
could  not  do  both. 

If  he  disaffirmed  and  disclaimed  the  alleged  action  of  the  United 
States  in  placing  his  claim  under  the  treaty,  he  could  claim  against 
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them  his  constitutional  remedy — full  indemnification  for  his  private 
property  taken  for  public  uses. 

If  he  affirmed  and  adopted  the  alleged  action  of  the  United  States 
in  placing  his  claim  under  the  treaty,  he  had  then  his  rights  under 
the  treaty,  and  in  the  fund  provided  for  claimants  under  it,  and  in 
equal  measure  with  all  other  claimants. 

And  it  cannot  be  admitted  in  a  court  of  justice  that  the  citizen  who 
had  his  election  between  his  remedy  under  the  Constitution  and  his 
right  under  a  treaty,  which  is  the  law  of  the  land,  has  not  his  full 
measare  of  justice. 

Between  these  alternatives  ICr.  Meade  elected  to  claim  his  debt  as 
provided  for  in  the  treaty,  and  he  carried  it  before  the  commissioners 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  treaty,  and  as  other  claims  were 
then  dealt  with,  for  the  commissioners  had  no  authority  to  deal  with 
his  claim  otherwise. 

After  Mr.  Meade  had  submitted  his  claim  to  the  commissioners^  he 
was  bound  by  and  had  no  appeal  from  their  procedure,  for  there  was 
no  appellate  jurisdiction  ;  the  tribunal  was  special  and  final ;  and, 
knowing  that,  he  elected  to  submit  his  claim  to  it,  and  on  their  action 
he  can  found  no  claim  against  the  United  States.  There,  then,  his 
claim  finally  rested,  and  by  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners  was 
absolutely  and  conclusively  disposed  of. 

It  was  contended  for  the  petitioner  that  Mr.  Meade's  procedure  was 
accompanied  by  a  protest,  saving  his  rights  against  the  United  States 
or  Spain,  or  both  ;  but  his  was  not  a  case  in  which  a  protest  was  au- 
thorized or  available.  A  protest  is  efficient  only  where  a  man  has  but 
one  course  which  he  can  follow,  and  pursues  that  under  the  duress 
that  he  cannot  do  otherwise.  As  where  a  man  pays  duties  demanded  be- 
cause he  cannot  otherwise  enter  his  goods,  or  a  tax  assessed  on  his  pro- 
perty because  he  cannot  otherwise  prevent  a  warrant  of  distress ;  in 
such  a  case  a  protest  is  efficient,  because  it  rebuts  the  inference  of  his 
assent  to  the  payment  he  makes,  and  which  assent  would  be  presumed 
from  the  payment  made  without  the  protest ;  but  Mr.  Meade  had  an 
election ;  that  is  incompatible  with  duress,  and  disproves  it ;  and 
without  the  duress  there  is  no  foundation  for  a  protest.  Having  made 
his  election,  he  is  bound  by  it  by  the  fixed  rule  of  law  ;  and  if  this 
rule  could  be  avoided  by  a  protest,  it  would  become  inefficient  for  its 
purposes  in  all  cases. 

It  was  also  claimed  by  the  petitioner  that  through  the  laches  of 
Spain  the  evidence  required  to  support  Mr.  Meade's  claim  before  the 
comiiiasioners  was  not  produced  by  Spain  according  to  the  stipula- 
tions in  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty,  whereby  Spain  became  liable 
for  the  consequence  of  her  laches,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  full  amount 
of  Mr.  Meade's  claim  lost  by  such  laches  ;  that  by  the  treaty  of  1834 
between  the  United  States  the  latter  released  Spain  from  her  liability, 
and  thus  became  liable  to  Mr.  Meade  for  an  indemnity  therefor.  By 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  it  was  thus  stipulated:  ''And  the 
Spanish  government  shall  furnish  all  such  documents  and  elucidations 
as  may  be  in  their  possession  for  the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims,  &c.  ; 
the  said  documents  to  be  specified  when  demanded  at  the  instance  of 
the  commissioners." 
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On  this  claim  the  first  question  is,  whether  the  laches  alleged  against 
Spain  are  proved  ? 

The  evidence  shows  that  Mr.  Meade  applied,  through  the  Spanish 
minister,  to  Spain  for  evidence,  and  that  Spain  declined  to  furnish  it 
on  that  application.  But  Mr.  Meade  was  not  a  party  to  the  treaty, 
nor  was  his  application  made  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty ; 
the  refusal  ot  Spain,  therefore,  was  not  in  violation  of  any  treaty  obli- 
gation. 

The  evidence  also  shows  that  when  the  application  was  made  to 
Spain  by  the  United  States,  under  and  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  Spain  did  not  produce  the  documents  required  for  Mr. 
Meade's  case  before  the  close  of  the  commission.  But  the  obligation 
of  Spain  was  not  absolute  to  produce  the  documents  on  demand  and  at 
all  events  ;  for  if  the  evidence  had  been  demanded  of  Spain  on  the  day 
the  commission  expired,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  Spain  would  be 
in  default  for  not  producing  the  documents  on  such  notice.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  obligation  of  Spain  under  the  treaty  was  to  produce  the  ev- 
idence specified  in  a  reasonable  time  after  a  demand  made  according  to 
the  treaty.  And  on  this  point  the  evidence  shows  that  the  first  de- 
mand on  Spain  was  made  December  19,  1823,  only  five  months  and  a 
half  before  the  commission  expired  ;  and  that  on  the  8th  of  March , 
1824,  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State  informed  the  American  minister^ 
in  answer  to  his  renewed  application,  that  the  matter  had  been  pro- 
ceeded in  ;  that  the  papers  of  his  office  had  been  thrown  into  confusion 
by  their  removal  to  other  places  ;  that  they  were  immediately  expect- 
ed ;  and  those  demanded  would  be  searched  for,  and  originals  deliver* 
ed  instead  of  copies  to  save  time.  And  all  the  evidence  referred  to  on 
this  point  shows  that  Spain  faithfully  attempted  to  comply  with  the 
requisition  made  on  her,  and  failed  to  do  so  only  because  the  time  al- 
lowed to  her  was  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  We  are  of  opinion^ 
therefore,  that  the  laches  alleged  against  Spain  are  not  proved,  and 
that  on  that  score  there  was  no  liability  on  her  part  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  1834,  or  released  by  it. 

And,  on  the  whole  case,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  the  relief  he  prays  for. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

October  IT,  1859. 
Richard  W.  Meade's  Administrator  vs.  The  Uititbd  States. 

ScARBURQH,  J.,  disseuted. 

Bichard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  domiciliated 
in  Spain  for  many  years  prior  to  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1819.  He  was  the  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of 
Cadiz  from  the  year  1806  till  the  year  1817.  During  his  residence 
there  he  was  engaged  in  various  transactions  with  the  government, 
and  Spain  became  indebted  to  him  thereupon,  by  contract,  to  a  large 
amount.     He  had  also  a  claim  against  Spain  for  personal  injuries. 
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By  a  letter  dated  the  6tli  day  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1818,  Mr.  Meade  in- 
formed our  Secretary  of  State  that  intimations  had  been  given  him 
that  if  he  could  make  a  farther  advance  in  cash  he  might  obtain  satis- 
faction therefor,  and  also  for  his  claims  against  Spain,  by  a  cession  of 
lands  in  either  of  the  Floridas,  and  inquired  whether  the  cession 
would  be  approved  of  by  the  President.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  were  at  that  time  engaged  in  negotiations  with  Spain, 
which  resulted  in  the  signature  by  their  respective  ministers  of  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

In  the  same  letter  Mr.  Meade  said :  "  I  shall  wait  in  Madrid  for 
your  answer ;  and  should  it  be  unsatisfactory,  or  should  I  find  it  im- 
practicable even  to  obtain  this  mode  of  arrangement  from  the  Spanish 
government,  in  case  of  your  answer  being  satisfactory,  I  shall  enter 
my  protest  and  leave  the  kingdon,  and  plac6  a  full  reliance  on  my 
own  government  for  supporting  my  just  demands  whenever  an  ar- 
rangement shall  take  place  between  the  two  countries,  being  confident 
that,  whenever  such  an  event  does  take  place,  provision  will  be  made 
for  the  claims  of  our  citizens." 

The  President  endorsed  upon  this  letter  as  follows :  **  The  injuries 
of  Mr.  Meade  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  no  particular  arrangement  for  the  payment 
of  his  claims  by  the  government  of  Spain  in  landb  in  the  Floridas  can 
be  countenanced  or  admitted  by  the  Executive. 

"  His  claims,  with  those  of  every  other  citizen,  will  be  carefully 
attended  to  and  provided  for,  so  far  as  the  government  may  be  able. 
It  is  expected  that  all  grants  in  Florida,  after  a  certain  date,  will  be 
annulled  in  case  of  a  treaty  of  cession." 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Meade,  dated  the  18th  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1818,  communicated  the  President's  decision, 
and  stated  also  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give  Mr.  Meade  any 
hopes  of  an  early  and  favorable  conclusion  of  the  negotiations  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States. 

As  early  as  the  27th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1818,  Mr.  Meade,  through 
the  good  offices  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  had  presented  a  memorial 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  asking  compensation  for  sufferings  and  losses 
occasioned  by  his  illegal  imprisonment.  In  a  letter  from  our  jninisler 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  3,  A.  D.  1818,  the  latter  was 
informed  that  this  memorial  had  been  presented. 

Mrs.  Meade  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosed  in  a  letter  dated 
the  17th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1819^  a  statement  of  her  husband's 
claims  against  Spain.  In  this  letter  Mrs.  Meade  said:  ^' The  time 
allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  which  I  received 
this  statement  was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make  out  a  detail  of  his 
claims ;  but,  thinking  it  important  that  some  statement  should  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  out  the  enclosed, 
trusting  that  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between 
our  country  and  Spain,  this  document  would  serve  as  a  guide  for  that 
protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to  grant  him." 

On  the  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1819,  Mr.  Meade,  through  the 

•good  offices  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  presented  another  memorial 

to  the  King  of  Spain,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
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to  liquidate  his  several  demands  for  supplies  furnished,  and  otherwise, 
and  also  to  consider  the  compensation  due  him  hy  reason  of  his  im- 
prisonment. 

Soon  afterwards  the  negotiations  between  the  United  States  an  I 
Spain  resulted  in  an  agreement  by  their  respective  ministers  to  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819,  and  the  same  was  on 
that  day  signed  on  the  part  of  Spain  by  Luis  de  Onis,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  by  John  Quincy  Adams.  On  the  24th  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1819,  it  was  ratified  by  the  United  States, 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  provides  that  the  two  high  contract- 
ing parties  '^  reciprocally  renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or  injuries 
which  they  themselves,  as  well  as  their  respective  citizens  and  sub- 
jects, may  have  suffered,  until  the  time  of  signing  this  treaty." 

The  fifth  renunciation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  extends  ^^  to 
all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment ;  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  have  been  presented  to  the  Department 
of  State,  or  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the 
date  of  the  convention  of  1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  this  treaty. ' ' 

By  the  eleventh  article  ^^the  United  States,  exonerating  Spain 
from  all  demands  in  future,  on  account  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens 
to  which  the  renunciations  herein  contained  extend,  and  considering 
them  entirely  cancelled,  undertake  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  same 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars." 

The  same  article  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission, 
which  '^  shall  meet  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and,  within  the  space 
of  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  first  meeting,  shall  receive,  ex- 
amine, and  decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  in- 
cluded within  the  descriptions  above  mentioned." 

The  sixteenth  article  provides  that  '*  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
ratified  in  due  form  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications 
shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if 
possible." 

Very  soon  after  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  United  States,  Mr. 
John  Forsyth  was  sent,  as  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  to  Spain, 
with  instructions  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  Spanish 
government.  His  instructions  bear  date  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1819. 

On  the  10th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1819,  a  correspondence  commenced 
between  our  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washing- 
ton in  relation  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty.  That  article  provides 
that  all  grants  of  land  made  by  his  Catholic  Majesty  ''since  the 
said  24th  of  January,  1818,  when  the  first  proposal  on  the  part  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  was  made,  are  hereby 
declared,  and  agreed  to  be,  null  and  void."  Mr.  Adams  stated  that 
this  date  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  a  full 
and  clear  understanding  between  him  and  the  Spanish  minister,  that 
it  included  the  grants  alleged  to  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 

f  receding  winter  by  the  King  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of 
unon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas. 
The  Spanish  minister,  in  his  reply  of  the  same  date,  said: 
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**  With  the  frankness  and  good  faith  which  have  uniformly  actuated 
my  conduct^  and  which  distinguish  the  character  of  the  Spanish  na- 
tion, I  have  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  when  I  proposed  the  revocation 
of  all  the  grants  made  subsequent  to  the  date  above  mentioned,  it  was 
with  the  full  belief  that  it  comprehended  those  made  to  the  Duke 
of  Alagon,  as  well  as  any  others  which  had  been  stipulated  at  that 
period. 

'^  But  at  the  same  time  that  I  offer  you  this  frank,  simple,  and  in- 
genuous declaration,  I  have  to  express  to  you  that,  if  my  conception 
had  been  different^  or  if  it  had  appeared  to  me  that  any  of  those  grants 
were  prior  to  the  date  above  mentioned,  I  would  have  insisted  upon 
their  recognition,  as  the  honor  of  the  King,  my  master,  and  the  un- 
questionable rights  of  his  sovereignty  of  his  possessions,  and  the 
disposal  of  them,  obviously  required." 

Mr.  Forsyth  was,  thereupon,  instructed,  on  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  treaty,  to  declare  that  it  was  fully  and  explicitly  under- 
stood on  both  sides,  at  its  signature,  that  all  those  grants,  and  all 
others  derived  from  them,  were,  by  the  treaty,  included  among  those 
declared  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  and  that  they  would  be  so 
held  by  the  United  States. 

The  French  minister,  who  had  taken  a  friendly  part  with  Mr,  De 
Onis  in  the  negotiation,  was  asked  by  Mr.  Adams  to  state  his  impres- 
sions on  the  subject  and  the  facts  in  connexion  with  it.  In  his  reply, 
dated  March  18,  A.  D.  1819,  he  said:  *^The  date  of  24th  January 
was  proposed  and  accepted  in  the  complete  persuasion,  on  one  part 
and  tlie  other,  that  these  grants  were  subsequent  to  it."  He  also 
added :  **  The  mistake  of  date,  if  it  exists,  can,  then,  give  birth  to  no 
difficulty  whatever  at  Madrid.  The  good  laith  of  Mr.  Onis,  and  that 
of  his  government,  are  guarantees  too  strong  to  render  any  other  ex- 
planations necessary.  Between  governments,  as  between  individuals, 
the  Bame  laws  of  honor  and  probity  govern  transactions.  The 
convention  exists  only  by  the  convention  ;  therefore,  sir,  in  this  case, 
the  simple  statement  of  the  fact  will  be  sufficient  to  rectify  the 
mistake." 

Mr.  Forsyth^  having  arrived  at  Madrid,  by  a  communication  dated 
May  18,  A.  D.  1819,  informed  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo,  the  First 
Secretary  of  State,  that  he  was  prepared  to  exchange  the  ratifications 
of  the  treaty. 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  A.  D  1819,  Mr.  Salmon  informed  Mr. 
Forsyth  that  the  King  was  under  the  indispensable  necessity  of  exam- 
ining the  treaty  with  the  greatest  caution  and  deliberation  before  he 
proceeded  to  ratify  it. 

On  the  10th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1819,  Mr.  Salmon  informed  Mr. 
Forsyth  that  his  Majesty  could  not  decide  upon  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  without  previously  entering  into  several  explanations  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  a  minister  would  be  sent 
to  the  United  States  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Forsyth  complained  with  some  bitterness  against  this  course, 
but  the  King  adhered  to  his  determination. 

General  Yives,  the  minister  sent  to  the  United  States  to  ask  expla- 
nations, was  not  appointed  till  the  15th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1819^ 
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and  did  not  leave  Madrid  till  the  25th  day  of  Jannary,  A.  D.  1820- 
(4  Amer.  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations,  p.  678.)  His  first  com" 
munication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  hears  date  on  the 
14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1820.  . 

In  the  meantime'  the  six  months  within  which  the  treaty  was  to 
have  heen  ratified  hy  the  King  of  Spain  had  elapsed.  On  the  2l8t 
day  of  August,  A.  D.  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  a  communication  to  Mr. 
Salmon,  stated  as  follows  :  ^^  He  has  the  honor  formally  to  announce 
that,  after  the  22d  day  of  the  present  month,  as  the  ratifications  of 
the  convention  of  the  22d  February  will  not  have  been  exchanged, 
all  the  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  United  States,  which,  with  the 
spirit  of  moderation,  the  love  of  peace,  and  the  delusive  expectation 
that  all  causes  of  difference  and  dispute  with  Spain  would  be  thereby 
adjusted  and  settled,  they  consented  to  modify  or  waive,  will  stand  in 
the  same  situation  as  if  that  convention  had  never  been  made ; 
that  the  United  States  will  hold  themselves  free  to  prcFS  and  enforce 
them  in  any  and  every  mode  consistent  with  honor  that  their  interest 
may  require." 

On  the  2d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  obedience 
to  instructions  which  he  had  received  from  his  government,  informed 
the  government  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  that  although  the  six  months 
stipulated  in  the  treaty,  within  which  the  ratifications  were  to  be 
exchanged,  had  expired,  the  ratification  of  Spain,  made  with  the 
explicit  understanding  that  the  grants  which  have  been  noticed^ 
and  all  others  made  under  similar  circumstances,  were  by  the 
eighth  article  of  the  convention,  null  and  void,  and  would  be  so 
held  by  the  United  States,  would  be  accepted  as  valid ;  and  that 
he  was  authorized  to  receive  the  Spanish  ratification  for  that  of  the 
United  States,  provided  the  exchange  should  be  immediate.  (4  For. 
Kel.,  662.) 

On  the  8th  day  of  October,  A,  D,  1819,  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  Quiroga  informed  Mr.  Forsyth  that  his  Majesty  had  not  changed 
his  determination  to  send  a  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Forsyth  asked  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Qui- 
roga for  copies  of  the  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of 
Punon  Bostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  but  they  were  refused  him. 

On  the  18th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth  sent  to  the 
Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga  a  written  remonstrance  against 
the  course  which  the  Spanish  government  had  pursued  ;  and  the  Dake 
regarding  it  as  objectionable  in  its  terms  respectfully  returned  it  to 
him  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1819. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  negotiation  was  transferred  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  where  the  explanations  desired  by  Spain  were  given  by 
the  United  States.  Before  it  was  closed,  however,  an  important  chltnge 
took  place  in  the  government  of  Spain.  On  the  10th  day  of  March, 
A,  D,  1820,  the  constitution  of  1812  was  re-established,  and  the  power 
of  the  general  cortes  restored.  Under  this  constitution  the  King 
could  nqt  ratify  the  treaty  without  the  consent  of  the  cortes.  Bat  it 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  change  of  government  had  materially 
improved  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  ;  and  the  negotiation  was  immedi- 
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ately  reopened  at  Madrid.  In  August,  A.  D.  1820^  the  King  submit- 
ted the  treaty  to  the  cortes,  and,  on  the  5th  day  of  October  following, 
they  advised  him  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  and  de- 
clared the  three  objectionable  grants  null  and  void.  There  was  some 
difficulty  as  to  the  mode  in  which  these  grants  should  be  annulled 
by  the  treaty  ;  but  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  declaration  should  be 
made  by  thie  King  in  his  ratification.  On  the  24th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1820,  the  King,  formally  ratified  the  treaty,  and  declared  the 
three  grants  null  and  void. 

Whilst  these  transactions  were  going  on  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, Mr.  Meade  was  diligently  engaged,  under  the  auspices  of  his 
own  government,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  claims  against  Spain.  In 
March,  A.  D.  1819,  he  presented,  through  the  good  oflices  of  our 
minister  at  Madrid,  another  memorial  to  the  King  of  Spain,  reitera- 
ting the  prayer  of  the  one  preceding  it,  (that  of  the  18th  of  the  pre- 
ceding January  ;)  and  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1819,  a  junta  or 
commission,  invested  with  authority  to  settle  the  petitioner's  claims 
against  Spain,  was  appointed  by  the  King.  The  junta  made  their 
report  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1819  ;  it  was  recommitted 
to  them  by  the  King  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1820  ;  and  on  the 
17th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1820,  they  made  a  further  report,  which  was 
approved  by  the  King,  under  the  royal  seal,  on  the  19th  day  of  May, 
A.  D,  1820. 

The  amount  which  was  thus  ascertained  to  be  due  by  Spain  to  Mr. 
Meade  was  7,477,595  reals  and  7  maravedis,  equal  to  $373,879  88. 

The  award  made  by  the  junta  and  approved  by  the  King  was 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Meade  by  the  Spanish  Minister  of  Finance,  certi- 
fied by  himself,  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1820.  (4  For.  Rel., 
724.) 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1820,  the  Spanish  Secretary  of 
State  communicated  the  fact  that  the  settlement  had  been  made  to 
Mr.  Forsyth,  and  added:  ''As  your  government,  sir,  has  taken  part 
in  the  fortune  of  this  individual,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate this  favorable  determination  to  the  President  of  the  said 
States,  inasmuch  as  the  respect  he  deserves  has  had  much  influ- 
ence in  it ;  and  also  the  hope  that  Spanish  subjects  may,  by  a 
jast  reciprocity,  find  equal  protection  and  consideration  in  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Forsyth  in  his  reply,  dated  June  27,  A.  D.  1820,  said :  ^'  I 
shall,  as  your  excellency  requests,  communicate  this  information  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  receives  with  pleasure 
every  indication  of  good  will  from  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty.  He 
had  previously,  by  a  letter  dated  May  20,  A.  D.  1820,  informed  our 
Secretary  of  State  that  Mr.  Meade's  business  with  the  government  of 
Spain  bad  been  arranged  satisfiEictorily  to  himself ;  and  by  a  letter 
dated  July  13^  A.  D.  1820,  he  made  the  communication  desired  by 
the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Meade  himself,  by  a  letter  dated  Philadelphia,  August  17,  A. 
D.  1820,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  his  information 
and  that  of  the  President,  the  three  documents  received  by  him  from 
the  Spanish  government  on  the  subject  of  his  claims,  their  final  liqui- 
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dation,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  balance  due  him  by  the  Span- 
ish government  on  the  subject  of  his  claims,  their  final  liquidation, 
and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  balance  due  him  by  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. He  added :  ^'  The  perusal  of  these  documents  will ,  I  trust,  con- 
vince the  President  and  yourself  that  the  interference  of  the  govern- 
ment has  not  been  bestowed  on  a  person  unworthy  of  the  high  protec- 
tion he  has  received." 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  Secretary  of  State 
said  :  ''It  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  upon  the 
adjustment  of  your  accounts  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to  as- 
sure you  that  this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in  hav- 
ing at  all  contributed  to  the  satisflactory  result." 
'  Early  in  July,  A.  D.  1820,  the  general  cortes  assembled  ;  and  dur- 
ing the  same  month  Mr.  Meade  presented  to  them  a  memorial  asking 
for  the  payment  of  his  debt. 

Soon  after  the  treaty  was  submitted  to  the  cortes  by  the  King,  a 
question  arose  in  that  body  whether,  if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified, 
the  debt  due  by  Spain  to  Mr.  Meade  was  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  by  Spain.  Upon  their  application  to  the  Spanish  Secretary 
of  State  they  were  informed  by  him  that  it  was  released  by  the  treaty 
and  would  be  paid  by  the  United  States.  But^  to  prevent  any  mistake, 
a  committee,  consisting  of  two  members,  Jos^  Moreno  de  Guerra  and 
Thomas  Isturio,  was  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  minister 
of  the  United  States,  and  ascertain  from  him  his  understanding  on 
this  subject.  They  understood  Mr.  Forsyth  to  give  a  clear  and  distinct 
assurance  that  Mr.  Meade's  debt  would  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  Spain  and  the  three  objectionable 
grants  annulled. 

Mr.  Forsyth  denies  that  any  persons  ever  presented  themselves  to 
him  as  a  committee  of  the  Spanish  cortes.  He  states,  however,  that 
if  he  ever  had  any  conversation  with  the  deputies  above  named  on 
the  subject,  he  was  entirely  unconscious  that  they  spoke  with  him  by 
the  authority  of  the  cortes,  or  that  any  importance  was  attached  to 
the  opinion  which  he  might  express.  Bat,  he  adds  that  he  should 
have  stated,  on  such  application,  that  he  believes  Mr.  Meade's  claim 
was  provided  for  in  the  treaty  ;  that  this  opinion  was  freely  expressed 
to  all  who  conversed  with  him,  and  may  have  been,  and  no  dotAt  wasj 
to  Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerra  and  Mr.  Isturio.  He  further  states:  "I 
wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  X  do  not  question  the  accuracy 
of  Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerra's  istatement  further  than  relates  to  my 
conversing  with  him  and  Mr.  Asturio  as  a  committee  from  the  cortes. 
The  cortes  may  have  given  them  such  a  commission,  and  the  conver- 
sation may  have  been  held  in  consequence  thereof;  if  it  was,  I  have 
no  recollection  of  it,  and  do  not  know  that  they  were  conversing  with 
me  officially,  and  certainly  did  not  say  more  than  that  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  was  included  in  the  treaty  of  1819." 

There  is  no  room  for  doubt,  then,  that  when  the  cortes  authorized 
and  consented  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  it  was  dis- 
tinctly understood,  both  by  them  and  by  our  minister  at  Madrid,  that 
the  debt  due  by  Spain  to  Mr.  Meade  was  included  in  the  treaty,  and 
thereby  released  by  the  United  States  to  Spain. 
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After  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  Spain,  it  was  again  submitted 
to  the  Senate  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  by  and  with 
their  advice  and  consent,  finally  ratified  by  him  on  the  19th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1821. 

But  before  the  treaty  was  again  submitted  to  the  Senate  Mr.  Meade, 
apprehending  that  he  might  be  embarrassed  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  debt  due  him  by  Spaiu^  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent, stating  at  great  length  its  history,  and  asking,  in  substance, 
that,  in  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the  liability  of  the  United 
States  for  its  amount  should  be  distinctly  and  unequivocally  acknowl- 
edged, or  that  it  should  be  as  distinctly  declared  that  his  claim  against 
Spain  was  not  embraced  by  the  treaty.  He  was  willing  to  look  either 
to  the  United  States  or  to  Spain,  but  he  asked  that  he  might  not  be 
embarrassed  by  the  action  ot  his  own  government.  The  President 
communicated  this  memorial,  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
thev'eon^  to  the  Senate  on  the  same  day  on  which  he  sent  the  treaty 
to  that  body.  But  the  Senate  acted  upon  the  treaty  without  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  memorial. 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that  Mr.  Meade's  claims  against 
Spain,  not  being  in  themselves  and  of  their  own  nature,  as  regards 
the  United  States,  matters  of  national  concern,  could  not  properly 
have  been  made  matters  of  national  controversy  without  his  consent ; 
and,  hence,  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  United  States  without 
such  consent  to  have  made  an  adjastment  of  them  with  Spain,  so  as 
to  have  bound  Mr.  Meade  to  accept  in  full  discharge  thereof  what- 
ever satisfaction  might  be  obtained.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  equally 
clear  that  if  in  such  a  case  the  claimant  does  seek  the  interposition 
of  his  government,  '^  he  thereby  voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a  subject 
of  negotiation  and  of  those  compromises  in  which  all  national  adjust- 
ments of  individual  claims  must  and  do  always  consist."  (Letter  of 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  President,  4  Foreign  Relations,  704.) 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Meade,  by  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams 
of  June  6,  A.  D.  1818,  and  by  that  of  Mrs.  Meade  of  January  17, 
A.  D.  1819,  did  solicit  the  interposition  of  his  government,  and 
thereby  bind  himself  to  abide  by  any  provision  which  might  be  made 
for  him  by  the  treaty  then  in  contemplation. 

It  becomes  important,  therefore,  to  inquire  whether  the  treaty, 
which  was  subsequently  framed,  embraced  Mr.  Meade's  claims?  If 
the  language  of  the  fiflh  renunciation,  under  the  9th  article,  is  to  be 
understood  according  to  its  ordinary  import,  then  this  question  must 
be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  His  were  claims  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  a  statement  of  which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  had  been  presented  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  since  the  convention  of  1802,  and  before  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty.  They,  therefore,  fall  within  the  literal  description 
of  the  fifth  renunciation. 

It  has,  however,  been  supposed  that,  inasmuch  as  such  claims  are 
not  ordinarily  adjusted  by  treaty,  the  language  of  the  fifth  renuncia- 
tion, opon  the  principle  that  laws  are  adapted  to  those  cases  which 
most  irequently  occur,  cannot  be  construed  as  embracing  them. 
There  would  be  some  force  in  this  idea  if  the  fifth  were  the  only 
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renunciation  under  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty,  and  it  extended  in 
terms  to  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish 
government.  Then  it  mignt  well  be  insisted  that  the  terms  "all 
claims"  meant  all  such  claims  as  are  usually  provided  for  by  treaty, 
because^  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  justify  it,  it  would  not  be  presumed 
that  the  treaty  was  of  an  extraordinary  character. 

But  the  fifth  was  not  the  only  renunciation  under  the  9th  article  of 
the  treaty.  There  were  four  others,  and  those  four  embraced  all  the 
claims  which  are  usually  provided  for  by  treaty.  Moreover,  the  lan- 
guage was  not  of  the  general  character  just  mentioned.  It  was  re- 
stricted to  a  particular  class  of  claims.  And  when  it  is  considered 
that  Mr.  Meade's  belonged  to  a  class  of  claims  which  are  made  sub- 
jects of  treaty  arrangement  only  upon  the  solicitations  of  the  claimants, 
there  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  appropriateness  in  that  language  to  the 
description  of  that  very  class.  It  expressly  extends  to  **al]  claims 
*  *  *  ,  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the 
government/'  &c.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  class  of  claims  to  which 
Mr.  Meade's  belonged  would  be  embraced  by  a  treaty  only  upon  the 
solication  of  the  claimant,  and  the  fifth  renunciation  applies  only  to 
claims  where  such  solicitation  was  made,  the  conclusion  is  to  my  mind 
irresistible  that  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  that  class  of  claims  ;  that 
they  were  in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  the  treaty  when  it  was  made ; 
and  that  the  language  of  the  fifth  renunciation  was  adopted  with  direct 
reference  to  them. 

This  conclusion,  thus  clearly  deducible  from  the  treaty  itself,  is  fully 
justified  by  the  circumstances  under  which  the  treaty  was  framed,  and 
by  which  the  parties  framing  it  were  surrounded.  The  existence  and 
character  of  Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  well  known  to  both  parties,  and 
to  Mr.  Adams,  at  least;  it  was  known  that  a  statement  of  them  had 
been  presented  at  the  Department  of  State,  soliciting  the  interposition 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  moreover,  justified  by 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Adams  in  his  letter  to  the  commissioners  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  dated  March  9,  A.  D.  1822,  as  fol- 
lows :  '*  As  there  is  no  limitation  in  the  words  of  this  renunciation 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  transactions  in  which  the  claims  ori-; 
ginated,  whether  by  contract  or  by  tort,  so  none  was  intended." 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  I  think,  that  if  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  by 
the  King  of  Spain  within  six  months  from  its  signature,  it  would  have 
embraced  Mr.  Meade's  claims,  and  he  would  have  been  bound  to  ac- 
cept the  provision  which  it  made  for  him.  In  other  words,  the  com- 
promises of  the  treaty  would  have  been  obligatory  on  him. 

But  the  King  of  Spain  did  not  ratify  the  treaty  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  its  signature.  The  legal  consequence  was,  that  after 
the  expiration  of  that  tims  it  had  not  even  an  inchoate  existence  as 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  That  which  had  been 
ratified  by  the  United  States,  considered  as  a  treaty^  was  as  if  it 
never  had  been  made.  Without  the  ^^  essential  formality"  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  King  of  Spain  it  could  have  no  existence  and  no  effect 
or  validity  as  a  treaty.  (Letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  4  For. 
Eel.,  673.) 

**  We  may  at  pleasure,"  said  the  President  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
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aentativeSi  "  occnpy  the  territory  which  i^as  intended  and  provided  by 
the  late  treaty  as  an  indemnity  for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  by 
our  citizens ;  but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitely  without  a 
treaty  between  the  two  nations/'  (4  For.  Bel.,  677.)  There  was, 
therefore,  at  that  time,  (May  9,  A.  D.  1820,)  no  treaty.  Hence,  if, 
instead  of  resorting  to  negotiation,  we  had  by  force  taken  possession 
of  Florida  and  held  it  by  virtue  of  such  possession,  it  would  have  been 
a  conquered  and  not  a  ceded  territory. 

The  failure  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty  within  the 
time  stipulated  was  regarded  by  the  United  States  as  a  breach  of  faith 
on  his  part ;  and  they  insisted  that  the  treaty,  from  the  time  of  its 
signature  and  of  the  ratification  by  the  United  States,  was,  in  all  its 
parts,  as  binding  upon  the  hoTior  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  King 
and  nation  as  it  could  be  after  its  ratification.  But  all  this  was  denied 
by  Spain ;  and  still  it  was  nowhere  insisted  that  the  treaty,  without 
the  ratification,  was  in  fact  and  in  law  e^perfect  treaty,  and  would  have 
the  same  ejl'ect  and  operation  without  the  ratificatin  as  with  it.  The 
thing  complained  of  was  a  breach  of  good  faith  by  the  King  of  Spain 
in  not  perfecting  as  a  treaty,  by  its  ratification,  that  which  had  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  his  own  minister,  and  which,  it  was  alleged,  he 
had  solemnly  promised  so  to  perfect.  Moreover,  it  was  expressly  con- 
ceded that  his  ratification  was  '*  an  essential  formality"  to  make  it  a 
perfect  treaty.     (Ibid.) 

No  question  arose  as  to  whether  it  was  void  or  voidable,  because  it 
had  not  even  the  form  of  a  legal  existence,  and  could,  therefore,  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  needed  the  ^*  essential  formality*'  of 
the  King's  ratification  to  bring  it  into  being  and  give  it  vitality. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  United  States  were  at  full  liberty  either 
to  regard  the  treaty  as  a  nullity,  or  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  law 
of  nations  would  justify  to  obtain  redress  for  the  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  resort  to  the  more  peaceable 
method  of  negotiation  to  accomplish  their  object.  They  adopted  the 
last  alternative,  and  the  result  was,  as  wo  have  seen,  the  final  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  by  both  parties.  Nevertheless,  the  ratification 
by  Spain  did  not  consummate  the  treaty  as  it  would  have  done  if  it 
had  taken  place  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  its  signature;  but 
the  first  ratification  by  the  United  States  having  expired,  and  the 
matter  now  standing,  in  legal  contemplation,  as  it*  the  treaty  was  the 
result  of  the  negotiations  what  had  occurred  after  the  expiration  of  the 
six  months,  it  was  indispensable  that  the  treaty  should  be  again  rati- 
fied by  the  United  States.  It  was  upon  this  final  ratification  that  the 
treaty  became  valid  as  such,  and  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  in  the 
United  States. 

But  what  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Meade  in  the  interval  between  the 
expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
and  its  final  ratification?  He  had,  under  the  auspices  of  his  own  gov- 
ernment, successfully  prosecuted  his  claims  against  Spain  to  a  final 
adjastment,  and  obtained  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Spanish  King, 
under  the  royal  seal,  of  an  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  hiui 
in  a  certain  and  specific  sum.  His  claims,  which,  when  he  solicited 
the  interposition  of  his  government,  were  unascertained,  unacknowl- 
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edged,  and  unsettled^  had  been  not  only  ascertained,  acknowledged 9 
and  settled,  but  actually  merged  in  an  obligation  under  the  royal  seal, 
by  which  Spain  had  become  legally  bound  to  pay  him  the  full  amount 
awarded  him  by  the  junta.  This  obligation  had  been  substituted  in 
the  place  of  the  outstanding,  uncertain,  and  unsettled  demands  which 
had  previously  existed,  but,  as  between  him  and  Spain,  were  now  ex- 
tinct, and  could  not  be  revived  without  their  mutual  consent.  All 
the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  old  contracts  had 
been  examined,  and  a  certain  conclusion,  obligatory  on  both  parties, 
deduced  from  them.  The  personal  injury  of  which  he  had  complained 
had  been  viewed  and  considered  in  all  its  aspects,  and  the  amount  of 
damages  due  him  therefor  had  also,  in  a  manner  equally  obligatory, 
been  ascertained  and  determined.  The  amount  found  due  him  on  the 
old  contracts  and  the  amount  assessed  as  damages  for  the  personal 
injury  had  been  aggregated  into  one  sum,  which,  by  the  mutual  coa- 
sent  of  the  parties^  was  now  recognized  and  admitted  to  be  a  debt  due 
by  Spain  to  him.  The  whole  matter  had  been  finally  and  conclu- 
sively, and  authoritatively  settled  between  Spain  and  him,  the  only 
parties  who,  at  that  time,  were  in  any  way  interested  therein  Spain 
could  not  now  look  behind  the  settlement,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  amount 
which  had  been  ascertained  to  be  due  Mr.  Meade,  without  exposing 
herself  to  the  just  censure  of  the  civilized  world.  Her  public  faith 
was  pledged  for  the  payment  of  an  ascertained  debt,  and  she  could 
not  refuse  to  pay  it  without  subjecting  herself  to  the  disgrace  of  a  dis- 
honest repudiation.  Such,  it  seems  to  me^  are  the  conclusions  of 
justice  and  right  reason,  and  of  universal  law,  in  the  premises. 

At  every  stage  of  these  proceedings  between  Spain  and  Mr,  Meade, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  was  duly  apprised  of  what  was 
done.  At  every-step  which  was  taken  he  was  directly  aided  by  the 
good  offices  of  our  minister  at  Madrid.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that 
without  those  good  offices  he  never  could  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  his  claims  against  Spain.  In  truth,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  was  not  only  fully  aware  of  all  the 
acts  of  Mr.  Meade  as  they  occurred,  but  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  *'  the  satiiifactory  result."  He  did  nothing  whatever 
which  was  not  fully  known,  and  understood,  and  approved  of,  by  his 
government,  or  which  in  any  way  whatever  embarrassed  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  Spain.  He  asked  of  his  own  government 
only  her  good  offices,  and  of  Spain  what  he  claimed  to  be  his  just 
demands.  His  claims  against  Spain  were  settled  and  adjusted  by  a 
tribunal  of  her  own  appointment ;  the  result  arrived  at  was  sanctioned 
and  approved  of  by  the  King ;  and  the  whole  proceeding  was  received 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  an  indication  of  good-will 
from  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  report  to  the  President  on  Mr. 
Meade's  memorial,  states  that  his  claim  was  liquidated  ^'  without  the 
privity  of  this  government."  He  doubtless  used  the  word  *'  privity" 
in  a  technical  sense ;  for,  otherwise,  his  statement  would  be  in  direct 
conflict  with  facts  well  known  to  him,  at  least  officially.  The  United 
States  were  not  "  parties"  or  **  privies,"  in  a  technical  sense,  to  the 
proceedings  before  the  junta;  but  the  junta  was  appointed  at  the 
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solicitation  of  their  minister,  (4  For.  Bel.,  pp.  723,  724,)  and  the  result 
of  their  deliberations,  soon  after  it  was  determined,  was  made  known 
to  them  in  several  different  forms  and  through  several  different  chan- 
nels.    {Ibid.,  pp.  724,  725  ) 

To  my  mind,  then,  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Meade,  lonp^  before  the 
oortes  consented  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  even  before  it  was 
submitted  to  them  by  the  King,  had,  in  the  lawful  prosecution  of  his 
claims  against  Spain,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  his  own  government, 
and  by  the  aid  of  her  good  offices,  acquired  a  vested  right,  not  only 
to  the  specific  debt  which  had  been  acknowledged  under  the  royal 
seal,  but  to  the  certificate  by  which  that  acknowledgment  was  made — 
not  merely  to  the  parchment  and  writing,  but  to  the  certificate  itself 
as  a  muniment  of  his  title — as  the  evidence  of  Spain's  indebtedness 
to  him.  His  right  to  the  debt,  as  well  as  to  the  certificate,  thus  law- 
fully acquired,  was  full  and  complete.  Both  were  his  property,  ab- 
solutely and  unconditionally  ;  and  there  was  no  power  in  his  own 
government  rightfully  to  deprive  him  of  it,  or  any  way  to  impair 
his  right  thereto,  without  his  consent,  except  in  the  exercise  of  the 
eminent  domain. 

But  was  he  still  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  United  States  ? 
We  have  already  seen  that  the  claims,  a  statement  of  which,  solicit- 
ing the  interposition  of  the  United  States,  he  had  presented  to  the 
Department  of  State,  had  become,  as  between  him  and  Spain,  extinct, 
and  could  not  be  revived  without  their  mutual  consent.  To  say  that 
those  claims  were  not  the  claim  of  which  the  certificate  under  the 
royal  seal  was  the  evidence  is,  to  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Salmon,  of  April  29,  A.  D.  1823,  '^  to  say  that  day- 
light is  not  darkness."  It  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  question.  But  if 
thiB  be  true,  it  must  necessarily  be  equally  true  that  the  authority 
given  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  United  States  to  interpose  for  the  former 
was  not  an  authority  to  them  to  interpose  for  the  latter.  This  is  self- 
evident.     (Story  on  Agency,  §499.) 

The  liquidation,  then,  ot  the  original  claims  was  j9er  se  a  revocation 
of  the  authority  given  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  United  States  to  inter- 
pose in  his  behalf  against  Spain.  But  to  render  the  revocation  com- 
plete and  effectual,  as  against  the  United  States,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  them  notice  of  the  liquidation.  (Story  on  Agency,  §470.)  This 
notice  was  promptly  given  through  the  very  channels  through  which 
the  authority  to  interpose  had  been  given. 

It  is,  moreover,  apparent  from  the  correspondence  between  the 
Spanish  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  between  Mr.  Forsyth 
and  Mr.  Adams,  and  between  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr.  Adams,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  liquidation,  that  it  was  then  considered  on  all  hands 
that  the  great  object  for  which  Mr.  Meade  had  solicited  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  United  States  had  been  accomplished.  Mr.  Forsyth 
informed  Mr.  Adams  that  Mr.  Meade's  business  with  the  government 
of  Spain  had  been  arranged  satisfactorily  to  himself.  Mr.  Meade  trusted 
that  the  perusal  of  the  documents  sent  by  him  to  Mr.  Adams  would 
convince  the  President  and  himself  that  the  interference  of  the  gov- 
ernment had  not  been  bestowed  on  a  person  unworthy  of  the  high 
protection  he  had  received.    Mr.  Adams  assured  him  that  this  govern- 
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ment  felt  not  a  little  gratification  in  having  at  all  contributed  to  the 
aafis/acfory  reauH.  In  addition  to  all  this,  very  soon  after  the  cortes 
assembled,  Mr.  Meade's  memorial,  praying  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt  due  him  by  Spain,  was  presented  to  that  body. 

My  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  after  the  liquidation  of  Mr. 
Meade's  claims,  and  notice  thereof  to  the  United  States,  he  cannot 
justly  be  considered  as  any  longer  soliciting  their  interposition  ;  that 
such  liquidation  and  notice  were  per  se  a  revocation  of  all  authority 
from  him  to  them  to  interpose  in  his  behalf;  and  consequently,  that 
the  compromises  of  the  treaty  were  not  obligatory  on  him. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  United  States  did  have  the  lawful  power, 
without,  and  even  against,  Mr.  Meade's  consent,  to  take  the  debt  due 
him  by  Spain  for  the  public  use.  They  could  do  this  by  virtue  of  the 
eminent  domain.  Hence,  a  release  by  the  United  States  of  Spain 
from  her  obligation  to  Mr.  Meade  would  fully  discharge  her  therefrom. 

The  point,  then,  next  to  be  considered  iff,  did  the  United  States,  by 
the  treaty,  release  Spain  from  her  obligation  to  Mr.  Meade?  We  have 
already  seen  that  if  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  the  King  of  Spain 
within  six  months  from  its  signature,  it  would  have  embraced  Mr. 
Meade's  claims,  and,  consequently,  have  discharged  Spain  from  all  ob- 
ligation to  him  on  account  of  them.  But,  although  the  treaty  was  not 
ratified  within  six  months  from  its  signature,  yet  the  high  contracting 
parties  afterwards  ratified  it  in  the*  very  form  in  which  it  then  stood, 
and  thereby  agreed  to  give  it  the  same  effect  and  operation  as  if  it  had 
been  duly  ratified  within  the  stipulated  time.  The  only  change  that 
was  made,  if  change  it  may  be  called,  was,  that  the  King  of  Spain,  in 
his  ratification,  expressly  annulled  the  three  objectionable  grants. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  entirely  competent  for  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  as  between  themselves,  to  give  the  treaty  a  retrospec- 
tive effect.  Nor  were  they  confined  in  this  respect  to  the  date  of  the 
treaty.  They  might  (as  they  did  in  regard  to  the  grants  just  referred 
to)  have  gone  back  to  a  period  antecedent  to  the  date  of  its  signature, 
and  given  it  effect  from  such  period — certainly  so  far  as  to  make  such 
retrospective  operation  obligatory  on  themselves.  In  inquiring,  then, 
what  was  renounced  by  the  parties  respectively,  we  must  look  at  the 
state  of  things  existing  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  Inasmuch,  then,  as 
the  renunciations  by  the  United  States  would  have  embraced  Mr. 
Meade's  claims  if  the  treaty  had  then  gone  into  effect — and  by  the 
consent  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  to  have  the  same  opera- 
tion as  if  it  had  then  gone  into  effect — it  follows,  of  necessity,  that  the 
United  States  did^  by  the  treaty,  release  Spain  from  those  claims. 
The  premises  upon  which  this  argument  rests  are  clear  and  indisputa- 
ble, and  the  conclusion  inevitable. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  the  claims  contemplat- 
ed by  the  renunciations  were  unsettled  and  unliquidated  demands, 
not  liquidated,  acknowledged  debts.  To  give  this  answer  any  force, 
it  must  be  shown  that  the  high  contracting  parties  were  not  compe- 
tent to  give  the  renunciations  a  retrospective  effect,  and  to  treat  a  set- 
tled and  acknowledged  debt  as  if  it  were  still  unsettled  and  unliqui- 
dated. But  this  cannot  be  shown,  l)ecause  it  is  not  true.  The  ques- 
tion is  not  now  whether  they  could  do  this  so  as  to  make  it  wholly  ob- 
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ligatory  upon  the  owner  of  the  debt,  but  whether  they  could  do  it  so 
as  to  make  it  obligatory  on  themselves.  That  they  had  this  power  is 
a  point  too  clear  to  admit  of  dispute. 

Kor  can  this  argument  be  weakened  by  stating  that  it  was  unknown 
to  both  the  high  contracting  parties,  before  the  treaty  was  finally  rat- 
ified, that  Mr.  Meade's  claims  had,  after  the  expiration  of  six  months 
irom  the  date  of  its  signature,  become  a  liquidated  and  acknowledged 
debt.  The  contrary  is  the  fact ;  and  not  only  was  it  well  known  to 
both  the  parties,  but,  with  this  knowledge,  they  mutually  bound 
themselves  to  each  other  to  give  the  treaty  the  same  operation  as  if  it 
had  been  fully  ratified  on  the  day  of  its  date. 

Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  argument  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  as  it 
stood  at  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty,  was  as  different  from 
what  his  claims  were  at  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  as  day- 
light is  from  darkness  ;  for  this  also  involves  the  necessity  of  showing 
that  the  high  contracting  parties  had  no  power,  as  between  them* 
selves,  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were  identical.  They  did  so  treat  them, 
and  thereby  came  under  the  same  obligations  to  each  other  as  if  no 
change  whatever  had  taken  place.  And  neither  party  could  have  any 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  other  in  the  premises,  for  each  acted 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  surrounding  circumstances. 

Nor  is  this  argument  answered  by  saying  that  the  United  States 
caDcelled  only  those  claims  for  which  they  undertook  to  make  satis- 
faction in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  treaty  ;  and  hence,  that  the 
claims  so  cancelled  must  necessarily  have  been  those  only  which  were 
subject  to  the  compromises  of  the  treaty.  The  treaty  was  surely  so 
framed  in  the  beginning.  But  we  have  seen  that,  when  a  new  vitality 
was  given  to  it  by  the  consent  of  the  cortes  to  its  ratification,  the 
United  States  well  knew  that  Mr.  Meade  had  acquired  a  vested  right 
to  an  acknowledged  debt  due  him  by  Spain,  of  which  they  could  not 
rightfully  divest  him,  except  by  virtue  of  the  eminent  domain  ;  and 
that,  nevertheless,  with  this  knowledge  of  the  debt,  they  went  on  and 
completed  the  revival  of  the  treaty.  We  have  also  seen  that  there 
was  a  distinct  understanding  between  the  parties  that  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  was  still  embraced  by  the  treaty.  Hence  there  is  no  other  pre- 
sumption consistent  with  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  than  that  they  contracted  with  each  other  with  direct 
reference  to  the  liquidated  debt.  There  was  no  other  then  in  exist- 
ence. That  the  treaty  ''may  and  does  relate  to  its  date,  as  between 
the  two  governments,  so  far  as  respects  the  rights  of  either  under  it, 
may  be  undoubted  ;  but  as  respects  individual  rights,  in  any  way  aN 
fected  by  it,  a  very  different  rule  ought  to  prevail."  (Per  Baldwin, 
J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  United  States  vs.  Arre- 
dondo,  6  Peters's  R,  691,  748.) 

And  is  it  any  answer  to  this  view  of  the  subject  that  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  make  the  compromises  of  the  treaty  obligatory 
on  Mr.  Meade?  Is  their  obligation  to  Spain  the  less  binding  on  that 
account  ?  They  had  the  power  to  cancel  the  debt ;  and  is  it  a  matter 
of  any  concern  to  Spain  from  what  source  that  power  was  derived, 
whether  from  the  consent  of  Mr.  Meade  or  from  the  eminent  domain  ? 
Was  it  for  Spain  to  inquire  into  the  relations  between  the  United 
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States  and  their  own  citizen,  or  to  demand  an  assurance  as  to  the  par- 
ticular basis  of  the  power  which  the  United  States  assumed  to  exer- 
cise ?  Was  it  not  enough  for  Spain  that  the  power  existed  and  was 
exercised?  Surely  tliere  can  be  no  difficulty  as  to  these  questions. 
Whether  the  acts  of  the  United  States,  as  between  them  and  Mr. 
Meade,  are  wholly  obligatory  on  him  is  a  question  in  which  Spain  is 
not  at  all  concerned. 

Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  argument  that  any  attempt  formally  to 
adjust  this  matter  with  Spain  would  have  put  to  hazard  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  Floridas.  According  to  my  view  it  was  adjusted  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States.  But  if  the  difficulty  had  really  existed, 
there  was  a  very  simple  and  a  very  easy  method  of  removing  it,  and 
no  other  could  rightfully  have  been  resorted  to.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  private  rights  must  yield  to  the  public  necessities  ;  that 
private  interests  cannot  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  public 
welfare  ;  that  the  property  of  the  private  citizen  may  be  taken  for  the 
public  use,  if  necessary.  But  in  such  a  case  the  principles  of  enlight- 
ened jurisprudence  everywhere  require  that  just  compensation  shall  be 
made  to  the  private  sufferer.  And  here  were  to  be  found,  and  were 
found,  the  means  of  meeting  the  difficulty.  A  wise  government  is 
not  made  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  nor  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  the  many,  but  for  the  good  of  all.  It  extends  its  protection 
equally  to  each  and  to  all.  And  the  last  thing  that  is  to  be  presumed 
is,  that  a  good  government  has  ruthlessly  trampled  upon  the  rights  of 
the  private  citizen. 

My  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  treaty,  upon  its  final  ratifica- 
tion, did  embrace  Mr.  Meade's  claims — not  only  the  unsettled  and 
unliquidated  claims,  but  also  the  acknowledged  and  liquidated  debt — 
and  that  Spain  was  thereby  released  and  discharged  from  all  obliga- 
tion to  him  on  account  of  them. 

This  conclusion,  as  we  have  seen,  is  entirely  consistent  with  the 
distinct  understanding  both  of  the  Spanish  cortes  and  of  our  minister 
at  Madrid  at  the  time  that  the  cortes  gave  their  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  And  after  the  stand  taken,  and  properly  taken , 
by  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon, 
the  Count  of  Punon  Bostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  with  what  show  of  jus- 
tice or  propriety  could  they  refuse  to  carry  out  the  understanding  of 
both  the  cortes  and  their  own  minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Meade  ?  It  is  obvious  that  upon  the  very  same  principle  which 
would  have  justified  the  United  States  in  carrying  out  their  declared 

Eurpose  in  regard  to  those  grants,  can  Spain  be  justified  in  holding 
erself  discharged  from  all  obligation  to  Mr.  Meade.  It  may  not  be 
improper  here  to  remark  that  when  Mr.  Adams  wrote  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Salmon  of  April  29,  A.  D.  1823,  he  had  not  seen  the  affidavits  of 
the  members  of  the  cortes  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  now  forming  a  part  of 
the  evidence  in  this  case. 

The  United  States  were  enabled  to  make  the  concellation  of  the 
debt  due  by  Spain  to  Mr.  Meade  effectual  between  him  and  Spain  by 
virtue  of  the  eminent  domain.  They  are  to  be  regarded  as  having 
taken  the  debt  for  the  purposes  of  the  treaty^  and  in  that  sense  for 
public  use,  and  are  consequently  bound  to  make  him  just  compensa- 
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tion  therefor.  The  effect  of  the  concellation  was  to  discharge  Spain 
from  the  debt,  and  eo  inatanti  to  subject  the  United  States  to  a  liability 
to  him  for  its  full  value.  Whether  any  portion  of  the  fund  provided 
by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  could  have  been  lawfully  applied 
to  his  indemnity  is  a  question  which  it  is  not  important  now  to  con- 
sider. As  the  compromises  of , the  treaty  were  not  obligatory  on  him, 
be  was  ftot  bound  to  resort  to  that  fund,  nor  to  ask  for  the  application 
of  any  portion  of  it  to  his  claim.  The  United  States,  for  their  own 
parposes,  and  without  his  consent,  had  released  Spain  from  her  obli- 
gation to  him,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  provide  the  means  of  fully 
indemnifying  him. 

This  being  the  state  of  things  immediately  upon  the  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  the  only  question  now  remaining  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  the  United  States  have  been  discharged  by  any  transaction 
which  has  since  occurred  from  their  liability  to  Mr.  Meade. 

After  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty,  Spain  claimed  that  she 
was  discharged  by  it  from  the  debt  previouly  due  by  her  to  Mr. 
Meade. 

When  the  bill  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  was  before  Congress, 
Mr.  Meade  presented  a  memorial  to  the  two  Houses,  praying  that 
provisions  might  be  made  by  law  for  his  indemnity;  but  his  prayer  waa 
not  granted.     (4  For.  Eel.,  732.) 

In  the  month  of  June,  A.  D.  1821,  the  board  of  commissioners, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  March  3,  A.  D.  1821,  (3  Stat,  at  L.,  p.  639,) 
conformably  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  was  organized. 

On  the  6th  day  of  January^  A.  D.  1822,  Mr.  Meade  presented  to 
the  board  a  memorial,  in  which,  after  stating  the  nature  of  the  claim, 
lie  states  as  follows  : 

''  That  between  two  great  nations,  one  of  whom  is  unquestionably 
liable  to  the  memorialist  for  the  full  amount  of  the  said  claims,  and  in 
opposition  to  either  of  whom  he  has  nothing  to  sustain  him  but  the 
principles  of  justice  and  the  obligations  of  national  honor,  the  memo- 
rialist trnsts  that  his  reference  to  either  will  never  be  considered  by 
the  other  as  an  abandonment  of  any  of  his  rights.  Whatever  he  may 
do  in  the  way  of  soliciting  payment,  or  in  preferring  a  claim  to  it,  he 
submits  is  the  result  of  a  necessity  which  as  an  individual  he  has  no 
means  to  evade  or  avert ;  and  he  therefore  respectfully  states  that  all 
which  he  now  does,  or  shall  hereafter  do  in  this  behalf,  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  done  under  an  explicit  reservation  of  all  his  rights  up 
to  the  time  when  he  shall  enter  into  the  full  enjoyment  of  them. 

^*  Being  instructed  by  the  government  of  Spain  that  his  claims  are 
within  the  provision  of  the  said  treaty,  havmg  received  no  decision 
or  instruction  of  the  American  government  that  they  are  not  so,  and 
conceiving,  if  the  said  claims  are  so  embraced,  that  the  just  interpre- 
tation of  the  said  treaty,  and  of  the  obligation  so  assumed  in  conse- 
quence thereof  by  the  United  States,  will  give  the  memorialist  the 
full  and  entire  payment  of  h'xa  demands,  he  accordingly  submits  the 
claims  to  the  board  of  commissioners  constituted  under  the  said  treaty, 
and  prays  to  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  any  further  evidence 
that  may  be  required  in  support  thereof. 

'^  Yonr  memorialist,  by  way  of  explaining  more  at  large  the  grounds 
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upon  which  he  protests  against  being  conclnded,  either  by  the  treaty 
or  by  any  claim  which  he  may  set  up  under  the  treaty,  from  asserting 
and  pursuing  his  original  claims,  or  of  adopting  either  alternative  in 
the  assertion  and  pursuit  of  them,  as  against  the  government  of  Spain 
or  that  of  the  United  States,  prays  that  particular  reference  may  be 
had  to  his  memorial  dated  on  the  8th  February,  1821,  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  before  the  final  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  same  time  that  the  treaty  was  presented  for  ratification  ; 
also  to  his  second  memorial  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  ad- 
dressed to  both  Houses  of  Congress  during  the  last  session.  From  the 
facts  and  the  reasons  advaDced  in  those  two  memorials,  and  from  such 
other  facts  and  reasons  as  he  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  bringing 
forward  hereafter,  he  hopes  to  have  established  the  following  conclu- 
sions beyond  doubt  or  controversy  : 

*'  1.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  power  or 
authority  whatever  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt  due  from  Spain  to 
your  memorialist  in  any  other  manner,  or  upon  any  other  terms,  but 
the  payment  of  the  debt  as  guarantee  of  Spain:  in  other  words,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  is,  per  «e,  utterly  incompetent  to  exert  its 
jurisdiction  over  the  rights  of  a  creditor  claiming  a  mere  pecuniary 
debt,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  debt  due  from  Spain  to  your 
memorialists,  differing  so  widely  and  fundamentally  in  all  the  inci- 
dents, qualities,  and  relations  which  may  rightfully  have  subjected 
every  other  of  the  renounced  claims  to  the  action  of  the  treaty-making 
power. 

"  2.  That,  in  default  of  an  original  and  inherent  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  power  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt,  no  authority  what- 
soever has,  in  fact,  been  supplied  by  the  agency  or  consent  of  the 
creditor,  who,  in  point  of  fact,  has  never  committed  his  claim  to  the 
management  or  discretion  of  the  government,  any  further  than  to  in- 
voke the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  aid  ot  the  claims  and  petitions  of  the  individual  creditor  ; 
which  claims  and  petitions,  in  all  instances,  went  the  length  of 
demanding  full  and  complete  satisfaction,  without  being  at  all  inter- 
mixed with  the  public  negotiations  and  discussions  between  the  two 
governments,  so  that  the  entire  agency  of  the  American  functionaries, 
as  auxiliary  to  the  individual  demands  and  resources  of  the  creditor, 
was  merely  gratuitous^  and  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  diplomatic 
comity, 

**  3.  That  the  claim  is,  nevertheless,  comprehended  in  the  fifth  re- 
nunciation declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of 
which,  connected  with  the  express  stipulation  of  the  eleventh  article, 
the  United  States  are  absolutely  and  unconditionally  bound,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  valuable  equivalent  leceived  of  Spain,  to  exonerate  her 
from  the  debt,  and  by  that  means  have  interposed  a  bar  to  remedies 
otherwise  clear  and  indisputable,  by  which  the  creditor  might  have 
secured  his  debt  from  the  original  debtor. 

**  4.  That  by  the  force  and  effect  of  these  stipulations  the  public  faith 
of  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged,  equally  to  Spain  as  the 
debtor^  and  to  your  memorialist  as  the  creditor,  to  discharge  the  debt 
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without  deFalcation  or  delay,  and  without  reference  to  the  stipulated 
and  limited  fund  provided  by  the  treaty. 

'*  With  the  clear  and  unfaltering  intent  of  adhering  to  these  princi- 
ples in  the  present  as  well  as  in  all  future  assertions  of  his  claim, 
whether  it  be  advanced  against  the  government  of  Spain  or  against 
that  of  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  prays  that  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  his  claim,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  officially  decided  and  promulgated  what  provision  is  intended  for 
your  memorialist  by  the  treaty  ;  that  is  to  say  : 

"  First.  Whether  his  claim  be  not  clearly  comprehended  in  the  list 
of  renunciations  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  said  treaty  ? 

*' Second.  Whether,  being  so  comprehended,  your  memorialist  be 
not  clearly  entitled  to  a  substantive  and  full  satisfaction  of  his  claim, 
whatever  may  be  the  pro  rata  allowance  to  the  general  mass  of  claim- 
ants out  of  the  specific  fund  by  the  said  treaty  ?" 

On  the  27th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  182-2,  the  commissioners  decided 
that  the  memorial  stated  a  claim  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
but  that  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation  was  inadmissible  as  evi- 
dence of  its  amount  and  validity. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Meade  presented  to  the  board  another  memorial,  in 
wLich,  after  stating  his  respectful  but  solemn  protest  against  the  re- 
quirement of  other  evidence  than  the  Spanish  certificate,  he  suggested 
that  if  it  should  be  deemed  right  and  just,  though  he  confidently  hoped 
it  would  not,  to  regard  the  Spanish  liquidation  as  wholly  null,  and  to 
revise  its  foundations  and  proofs,  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  18th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1823,  the  commissioners  affirmed 
their  former  decision,  (Judge  White  delivering  a  very  elaborate 
opinion,)  and  immediately  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  documents  required  by  Mr.  Meade, 
and  requesting  him  to  take  measures  for  procuring  them  from  the 
Spanish  authorities.  Exertions  for  this  purpose  were  made,  but  without 
BQCcess.     The  documents  required  were  not  furnished. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May,  A.  U.  1824,  only  a  few  days  before  the 
commission  expired,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  was  rejected  by  the  board, 
on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  evidence  produced  was  not  sufficient  to 
establish  it.  The  only  evidence  then  before  the  commissioners  was  the 
Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation. 

In  legal  contemplation,  Mr.  Meade's  memorial  to  the  board  of  com- 
missioners was  at  most  but  the  assertion  of  the  claim  against  the  fund 
subject  to  their  jurisdiction.  But  to  prevent  a  possible  implication 
extending  it  further,  he  was  careful  to  guard  the  memorial  by  protests 
and  statements  clearly  restricting  it  within  its  appropriate  legal  limits. 
This  was  not  necessary  ;  but  still  it  was  a  well-advised  and  prudent 
precaution.  He  followed  in  this  respect  a  well-known  practice  in  the 
common  law  system  of  pleading.  There  it  is  a  rule  that  every  trav- 
ersable fact  not  traversed  is  confessed.  But  formerly,  when  the 
pleader  passed  over,  without  traverse,  any  traversable  fact  alleged,  and 
at  the  same  time  wished  to  preserve  the  power  of  denying  it  in  another 
adionj  he  made  a  collateral  declaration  called  s^protestationy  importing 
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that  this  fact  was  untrue.  It  was  wholly  without  avail  in  the  action 
in  which  it  occurred,  but  it  enabled  the  party  to  dispute  in  another 
action  the  fact  passed  over.  And  although  matters  of  law  were  not 
taken  to  be  admitted  by  pleading  over,  yet  it  was  not  unusual  in  prac- 
tice to  make  a  protestation  of  insufficiency  in  law.  This  is  precisely 
what  was  done  by  Air.  Meade  in  his  memorials  to  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. 

iloreover,  although  the  legal  operation  and  effect  of  the  final  judg- 
ment of  the  board  of  commissioners  would  be  sufficiently  indicated 
by  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  itself,  yet  the  protests  and  restrict- 
ive statements  of  Mr  Meade  serve  to  mark  them  with  great  distinct- 
ness. 

At  the  common  law  a  party  sometimes  has  several  different  remedies 
for  the  same  cause  of  action,  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  vex  his  ad- 
versary with  more  than  one  of  them  at  the  same  time.  He  is  at  lib- 
erty, however,  to  elect  any  one  of  them.  But  his  election  does  not 
even  bind  him  to  pursue  the  remedy  chosen  ;  for,  at  any  stage  before 
it  is  concluded,  he  may  abandon  it  and  adopt  another.  After  having 
made  his  election  and  pursued  the  remedy  to  a  final  judgment  upon 
the  merits,  he  is  bound  by  the  judgment,  and  it  may  be  pleaded  against 
him  in  bar  of  any  other  action  against  the  same  party  for  the  same 
matter.  But  this  bar  depends  upon  principles  wholly  unconnected 
with  the  question  of  election. 

If  a  party  sue  another  both  at  law  and  in  equity  at  the  same  time, 
for  the  same  matter,  the  court  of  equity  will  require  him  to  elect 
whether  he  will  proceed  with  the  suit  in  equity  or  with  the  action  at 
law.  If  he  elect  the  action  at  law,  or  fail  to  make  an  election,  the 
suit  in  equity  will  be  dismissed  ;  and  if  he  elect  the  suit  in  equity,  the 
action  at  law  will  be  enjoined.  But  whether,  after  the  election  is 
made,  a  judgment  in  the  action  at  law-  will  be  a  bar  to  any  iutare 
suit  in  equity,  or  a  decree  in  equity  will  b^  a  bar  to  any  further 
proceedings  at  law,  depends  upon  principles  wholly  independent  of 
the  mere  election.  The  mere  election  of  one  remedy  is  not  necessa- 
rily a  bar  against  every  other  remedy;  but  where  the  merits  of  a 
case  have  once  been  decided  in  one  action,  then  that  decision  may  be 
made  available  against  any  other  action  for  the  same  matter  between 
the  same  parties.  And  this  is  in  accordance,  not  only  with  the  well 
settled  rules  of  law,  but  with  the  principles  of  right  reason.  Bat  a 
judgment  is  no  bar  with  respect  to  matters  which  wete  not  in  ques- 
tion. 

The  board  of  commissioners  was,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  court  of 
limited  jurisdiction.  Their  decision  against  Mr.  Meade's  claim  is  con- 
clusive against  it  as  a  claim  against  the  fund  subject  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion ;  but  it  goes  no  further.  Whether  the  United  States  were  liable 
to  Mr.  Meade  independently  of  that  fund,  is  a  question  not  only  not 
decided  by  the  commissioners,  but  wholly  beyond  their  authority.  To 
my  mind  it  is  clear  that  upon  no  principle,  either  of  law  or  justice,  is 
the  mere  fact  of  Mr.  Meade's  presenting  his  claim  to  the  board  of 
commissioners,  or  the  decision  made  upon  it  by  them,  any  bar  what- 
ever to  the  claim  now  set  up  by  the  petitioner. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  United  States  have  not  been  die- 
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cliarged,  by  any  transaction  which  has  occurred  since  the  final  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  from  their  liability  to  Mr.  Meade. 

But  what  is  the  extent  of  that  liability?  As  the  United  States  can- 
celled the  debt  due  by  Spain  to  Mr.  Meade,  they  must  be  intended  to 
hare  assumed  the  liability  of  Spain  to  him. 

My  opinion  is,  that  to  this  extent  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to 
relief. 


Olaim  of  Richard  W,  Meade^  deceased. 

List  of  papers  received  from  Mr.  Chandler,  1S53. 

Memorials. 

1.  Eig|ht  memorials  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,   in  favor  of 
Richard  y7.  Meade's  claim. 

2.  One  memorial  from  citizens  of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  Bichard 
W.  Meade's  claim. 

3.  A,  No.  1070,  Richard  W,  Meade's  memorial  to  the  board,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1822. 

4.  No.  1070,  Richard  W.  Meade's  supplementary  memorial  to  the 
board,  October  5,  1822,  with  depositions  of  John  Leamy,  John 
Yaughan,  Samson  Levy,  Samuel  Mifflin,  Robert  Adams,  John  S. 
Farey,  Richard  Robinett,  James  W.  Murray,  Henry  Toland,  Thomas 
F  Wharton,  James  Latimer,  all  in  original,  annexed  ;  also  copies  of 
certificate  of  baptism,  consular  certificate,  letter  from  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  July  19,  1806,  royal  order  of  release, 
Gertificates  of  two  members  of  the  junta,  certificate  of  merchants  of 
Cadiz. 

5.  No.  1070,  Richard  W.  Meade's  supplementary  memorial,  No.  2, 
to  the  board,  (no  date,)  with  copies  of  the  letters. 

6.  Bichard  W.  Meade  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  of  April  d,  1822,  same  to 
same,  October  10,  1822. 

7.  Mr.  Anduaga  to  Richard  W.  Mead,  October  16,  1822. 

8.  Bruno  Ballerino  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  May  17,  1820,  same  to 
same,  August  31.  1819. 

9.  John  Q.  Adams  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  September  6,  1820,  an- 
nexed. 

10.  Bichard  W.  Meade  to  the  board,  January  20,  1824. 

11.  Memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  Congress,  January  12, 1825. 

12.  Memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  Senate^  December  20, 
1825. 

13.  Memorial  of  Mis.  Meade  to  Congress,  December  11,  1833. 

14.  Memorial  of  Mrs.  Meade  to  Congress,  December  16,  1835. 

15.  Memorial  of  Mrs.  Meade  to  Congress,  February  4,  1839. 

16.  Memorial  of  Mrs.  Meade  to  Congress,  December  21,  1840. 

17.  Memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  President,  February  8, 
1821. 

18.  Memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  Spanish  Congress,  June 
20,  1820. 
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19.  M.  Memorial  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  to  the  Spanish  Cortes,  Jane 
20,  1820. 

Reports. 

20.  Mr.  Archer's  report  of  February  10, 1832,  original  and  printed. 

21.  Mr.  Archer's  report  of  January  14,  1834,  original. 

22.  Senate  report  of  March  24,  1818. 

23.  Mr.  Forsyth's  report  of  April  22,  1826,  printed. 

24.  Mr.  Everett's  report  of  January  8,  1828,  printed. 

25.  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams's  report  of  February  13, 1821 
original. 

26.  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Clay's  report  of  February  27,  1828, 
original. 

27-  Extract  from  report  of  the  Florida  board. 

28.  No.  5,  report  of  the  Spanish  junta  (commissioners)  and  appro- 
ved by  the  King  of  Spain,  May  24,  1820,  original  and  translated. 

29.  Edpediente,  or  report  of  the  Spanish  junta  (commissioners)  of 
May  23,  1820,  original  and  translated. 

30.  .Mr.  Chandler's  draft  of  report  and  bill>  original. 

Oorreapondence, 

31.  Bichard  W.  Meade  with  the  regency  of  Spain,  translation. 

32.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  with  our  minister  in 
Spain  and  with  Spanish  authorities. 

Depositions  and  certificates, 

33    B,  Deposition  of  Felix  Megia  of  May  7,  1824,  and  translation. 

34.  No.  100,  deposition  of  John  Leamy,  February  26,  1821,  orig- 
inal. 

35.  H,  deposition  of  F.  W.  Saltonstall,  May  5,  1824,  original. 

36.  C,  deposition  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  May  8,  1824,  original. 

37.  C,  deposition  of  John  Leamy,  May  8,  1824,  original. 

3-^.  C,  deposition  of  Juan  Martinez  Cardera,  May  8,  1824,  original. 

39.  No.  6,  certificate  of  members  of  the  junta,  July  27,  1818, 
original. 

40.  No.  7,  certificates  of  merchants  of  Cadiz,  June  22,  1819,  orig- 
inal. 

41.  Deposition  of  George  W.  Erving,  October  15,   1822,  original. 

42.  Certificate  of  Bartholomew  Beugemont,  February  16,  1821, 
original  and  translation. 

43.  H,  (deposition  of  Lewis  Baron  Lederer,  May  10, 1824,  original. 

44.  H,  deposition  of  John  Leamy,  Bichard  Bobiuett,  and  Henry 
Toland,  of  May  4-5,  1824,  and  of  John  Leamy  and  Bichard  Bobi- 
nett,  of  May  8,  1824,  of  Thomas  B.  Tunis,  May  3,  1824,  original. 

45.  A,  depositions  of  Andrew  de  Arguihil,  Charles  de  Fontaines, 
Thomas  Fleming,  Jos.  B.  Neilson,  and  Frederick  Budolph,  and  con- 
sular certificates,  original. 

46.  Certificate  of  Tobias  Watkins,  secretary  of  Florida  board,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1826,  original. 
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47.  Certificate  of  Tobias  Watkins  and  Bichard  Harrison,  March  9, 
1826,  original. 

48.  Deposition  of  Frederick  Budolph,  (commissioner  of  accounts,) 
October  2,  1829,  original. 

49.  Certificate  of  Alvara  Flores  Estrada,  July  9, 182 Y,  original  and 
translation. 

50.  Certificate  of  Lee' do  Jose  de  St.  Domingo  and  Antonio  Martz  de 
Posada,  May  24,  1824,  original  and  translation. 

51.  No.  4,  certificate  of  Richard  W.  Meade's  citizenship,  April  26, 
1816,  original  and  translation. 

52.  K,  deposition  and  letter  of  John  Forsyth,  December  10,  1823, 
original. 

53.  S,  deposition  of  Gouverneur  Kemble,  May  21, 1824,  original. 

54.  L,  deposition  of  Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerra,  April  23,  1824, 
original. 

55.  L,  deposition  of  Felix  Morino,  April  23,  1824,  original. 

56.  T,  deposition  of  F.  W.  Saltonstall,  May  24,  1824,  original. 

57.  1070,  certificate  of  citizenship  of  Solomon  Marks,  George 
Raincock,  Wm.  Johnston,  John  Walker,  Jacob  Kleim,  and  Warren 
Ashley,  original. 

Leitera. 

58.  24  letters  from  G.  W.  Erving  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  April, 
1818,  to  May,  1819,  original. 

59.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  24, 1821,  original. 

60.  Mrs.  Meade's  letters  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  17^  1819,  with 
Mr.  Meade's  description  of  his  claim,  original. 

61.  John  Sergeant  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  20,  1819,  original. 

62.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  President  Monroe,  February  21,  1821, 
original. 

63.  Same  to  same  of  December  5,  1825,  original^  and  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  answer  of  December  31,  1825. 

64.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Adams,  (extract,)  July  15,  1824. 

65.  Mrs.  Meade  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  December  22,  1829,  original. 

66.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  J.  W.  Taylor,  May  10,  1826,  original. 

67.  Chevalier  de  Anduaga  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  October  16,  1822, 
original. 

68.  Mr.  Adams  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  September  18, 1818,  original. 

69.  Thomas  L.  L.  Brent  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  March  3,  1819, 
original. 

70.  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Clay  to  E.  £1.  Mills,  February  14, 
1826,  original. 

71.  Mr.  Adams  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  September  6,  1820,  original. 

72.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  General  Cadwalader,  January  2,  1821, 
original. 

73.  General  Cadwalader  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  February  26, 1819, 
original. 

74.  Same  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  2,  1820,  original. 

75.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  G.  W.  Erving,  March  2,  1819,  original. 
76    Same  to  Mr    Adams,  (original,)  with  President  Monroe's  en- 
dorsement, April  29,  1818. 
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77.  Same  to  samOi  (original,)  with  President  Monroe's  endorsement, 
June  6,  1818. 

78.  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams,  (extract,)  April  20,  1822. 

79.  Mrs.  Meade  to  the  President,  March  9,  1835,  copy. 

80.  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mrs.  Meade,  March  10,  1835,  copy. 

81.  Mrs.  Meade  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  March  11,  1835,  copy. 

82.  Mr.  Tacon  to  Mrs.  Meade,  March  17,  1835,  copy. 

83.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  Mr.  Adams,  August  17,  1820. 

84.  Count  Ofalla  to  Mr.  Nelson,  March  8,  1824,  translation. 

85.  No.  3,*  Richard  W.  Meade,    administrator,  to  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Marcy,  March  24,  1853,  copy. 

86.  No.  4,*  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Marcy,  to  Richard  W.  Meade, 
administrator,  March  31,  1853,  copy. 

87.  No.  4,*  Secretary  of  State,  E.  Everett,  to  Mr.  Barringer,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1853,  copy. 

88.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  E.  Mills,  January  21,  1826,  original. 

89.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  E.  Everett,  (no  date,)  original. 

90.  No.  .3,  Brunio  Vallerina,  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  August  31, 
1819,  original  in  Spanish. 

91.  Canga  Arguellesto  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  same  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  April  30, 1811,  original  and  translation. 

92.  Victor  Soret  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  October  20,  1814,  original 
and  translation. 

93.  N ,  Mr.  Salmon  to  Mr.  Adams,  April  15,  1823,  original  and 
translation. 

94.  Richard  W.  Meade  to  Mr.  Adams,  August  17,  1820,  original. 

95.  No.  1,*  Richard  W.  Meade,   administrator,  to  Mr.  Everett, 
February  11,  1853. 

96.  No.  2,*  Mr.  Everett  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  February  17, 1853. 

97.  No,  5,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Marcy,  April 
25,  1853. 

98.  No.  6,*  Mr.  Marcy  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  April 
28,  1853. 

99.  No.  7,*  Mr.  Barringer  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  April  1,  1853. 

100.  No.  8,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Barringer, 
May  13,  1853. 

101.  No.  9,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Marcy, 
June  1,  1853. 

102.  No.  10,*  Mr.  Marcy  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator, 
June  10,  1853. 

103.  No.  11,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Marcy, 
July  16, 1853. 

104.  No.  12,*  James  H.  Causten  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  September 
2,  1853. 

105.  No.  13,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Calderon 
de  la  Barca,  November  15,  1853. 

106.  No.  14,*  Richard  W.  Meade,  administrator,  to  Mr.  Soul6, 
November  15,  1853. 

■*ThoBe  so  marked  were  added  to  the  liat  December  12,  1863. 
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Royal  orders. 

107.  Liquidation  of  Richard  W.  Meade's  claim,  with  the  royal  seal 
auDexed,  May  19,  1820,  original  and  translation. 

108.  Letter  from  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Richard 
W.  Meade,  May  21,  1820,  original  and  translation. 

109.  Awards  of  the  junta,  (commisioners,)  extract. 

110.  Copy  of  the  liquidation  ;  certificate  in  Spanish  of  Richard  W. 
Meade's  citizenship ;  question  of,  Spanish  copy  and  translation. 

111.  D,  E,  F,  G.  Richard  W.  Meade's  appeal  to  the  Spanish  re- 
gency, and  a  printed  discussion  thereon  in  1812,  and  translation. 

112.  P,  Q,  R,  &c.  Documents  relative  to  brig  Bayard's  cargo,  &c. 

Miscellaneous. 

113.  a.  President's  Message,  extract. 

114.  6.  Claims  rejected  by  tne  Florida  board,  on  proof  being  re- 
fused by  Spain. 

115.  c.  Convention  with  Spain  of  1834,  in  print. 

116.  d,  A  packet  marked  *'Mr.  Chandler's  private  papers." 

Memorandum  of  reports  on  the  Meade  Claim. 

117.  House  report  on  imprisonment.  State  Papers,  vol.  7,  2d  sess. 
15th  Congress,  No.  185. 

118.  Senate  report  on  imprisonment. 

119.  Secretary  of  State  report  to  Senate,  Senate  Doc.,  vol.  3,  2d 
Mtt.  18th  Congress,  No.  40. 

120.  Senate  report,  Mr.  Clayton,  March  21,  1826,  Senate  Doc. 
vol.  3,  ist  sess.,  19th  Congress,  No.  66,  adverse. 

121.  *Hou8e  report,  Mr.  Forsyth,  (no  date,)  report  of  Committee, 
vol.  2,  Ist  sess.,  19th  Congress,  No.  174,  bill. 

122.  House  report,  Mr.  E.  Everett,  January  8, 1828,  report  of  Com- 
mittee, vol.  15,  Ist  sess.  20th  Congress,  No.  58,  bill. 

123.  House  report,  Mr.  Archer,  February  10,  1832,  report  of  Com- 
mittee, vol.  2,  1st  sess.  22d  Congress,  No.  316,  bill. 

124.  House  report,  Mr.  Archer,  January  14,  1834,  report  of  Com- 
mitte,  vol.  1,  1st  sess.  23d  Congres,  No.  167,  bill. 

125.  t  Senate  report,  Mr.  Porter,  March  11,  1836,  1st  sess.  24th 
Congress,  No.  236,  bill. 

126.  I  Senate  report  by  bill,  Mr.  Buchanan,  December  13,  1836,  2d 
8688.  24th  Congress,  No.  19,  bill. 

127.  II  Senate  report  by  bill,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Decembe.-  19, 1837,  2d 
«e88.  25th  Congress,  No.  31,  bill. 

*This  bill  paaeed  in  the  Senate. 

fThU  bin  passed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes. 

tlliisbin  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Ai- 
frirs,  and  reported  by  Mr.  Buchanan  from  said  Committee  ;  passed  in  Senate,  February  17, 
1837. 

fThis  bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  AlEuis,  and  reported  by  Mr.  Bnchanan  ;  passed  the  Senate  January  19,  1838. 
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128.  House  report,  Mr.  H.  Everett,  March  19,1842,  report  of  Com- 
mittee, vol.  2,  2d  sese.  27th  Congrefis,  No.  457,  bill. 

129.  House  report,  Mr.  IngersoU,  January  12,  1848,  report  of  Com- 
mittee, vol.  1,  let  sess.  30th  Cougress,  No.  94,  bill. 


No.  1. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hovse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assernbled. 

The  memorial  of  the  uudersigned  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national 
legislature  had,  at  the  last  session,  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Bichard 
W.  Meade  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which,  by  the  operation  of 
the  Florida  treaty,  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted 
briefly  to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  inter- 
esting subject,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow- 
citizen,  and  to  offer  their  petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  appli- 
cation may  be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the 
prudence  and  honour  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distin- 
guished among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citi- 
zen of  irreproachable  character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time 
absent,  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now,  after  his 
return  home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which 
the  whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  con- 
tinued residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a 
deep  solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who, 
in  every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our 
confidence  and  respect.  In  this  avowal  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Bichard  W.  Meade,  is  to  the  justice,  not  to  the 
generosity  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supples  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
May,  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth 
clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  '<  The  Florida  Treaty/' 
ratified  in  Senate  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  ex- 
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onercUed  Spain ;  appropriating^  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr. 
Meade's  private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas;  and 
assaming,  conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as 
well  as  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fuUj  to  com- 
pensate the  individual  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without 
nis  consent,  for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no 
longer  liable,  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own 
country,  as  the  party  who  by  compact  released  Aer,  and  thereby  un- 
dertook to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  gorernment,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain 
reimbursements  from  the  fund  of  five  millons  set  apart  by  the  Florida 
treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American 
claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution 
was  confided  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  de- 
mand ;  its  conclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain  ;  its 
being  embraced  {intentionally,  according  to  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams, 
then  Secretary  of  State,)  within  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty,  and 
the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to  obtain  from  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  explanatory  evi- 
dence which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact  ;  but,  after  postponing 
their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when  their  board  was 
dissolred,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing,  avowedly,  to  the 
failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on  whom  the  duty 
had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through  their  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary, Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it)  to  procure 
from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers,  proved  to  be  in  her  archives, 
and,  as  we  thought,  necessary  to  develop  and  establish  the  items  of 
tbe  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  recognition  already  ad- 
verted to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain  ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  using  his  moneys  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory ;  he  has  been 
deniedany  portion  of  the  five-million  fund;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  directly 
or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected,  the  rights  of  which  he 
is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  uncontrollable 
proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not,  for  one  instant,  been  pre- 
tended by  any  of  those  to  whom,  he  has  applied  for  liquidation  or 
relief  I 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just  to  ex- 
pect from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the  vast 
concerns  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  voluminous 
documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  member 
thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  bo  as  certain  as 
are  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficulty 
however,  as  it  is  in  any  instance  for  an  assemblage  of  states- 
men to  adopt  the  investigating  habits,  and  to  discharge  the  func- 
tions of  a  judicial  tribunal,  it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  refer- 
ence to  a  claim  circumstanced  like  that  of  Mr.  Meade.     Its  details  are 
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said  to  ioTolve  legal  qaestlons,  complicated  in  character  and  difficult 
of  solution  for  its  satisfactory  scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions 
to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad  may  be  found  necessary ;  and  the  due 

f protection  of  private  right,  as  well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  pub- 
ic impartiality  would  seem,  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to 
some  other  sphere  of  final  adjustment.  It  i&  not,  as  are  the  ordinary 
applications  to  Congress,  a  request  for  equitable  relie/y  or  for  such  re- 
muneration as  legislative  generosity  alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a 
direct  unconditional  demand  of  justice^  like  those  which  are  daily  left 
to  be  sifted  and  settled  before  the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires 
nothing  from  uncertainty;  he  invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjecture; 
he  does  not  ask  a  reasonable  allowance  nor  a  latitude  of  construction; 
but  he  engages  to  maintain  his  case  by  proving  every  fact  and  estab- 
lishing every  principle  under  all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the 
tests  which,  in  the  severest  tribunals  of  the  country,  are  employed  to 
recover  or  to  defend  the  possession  of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent  before  judges  who  have  certainly  manifested 
no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintaining,  the 
public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal ;  confident  that  his  cause  is 
just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  investigated  in 
order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Staies^  to  be  there 
decided  as  otber  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte  ;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to  whom 
laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual,  would  relieve 
your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and  deli- 
cate duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only^  and  (what  is  an 
equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assu- 
rance that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  re- 
cognize the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such  reg- 
ulations as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  definitive 
and  efiectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore,  the 
earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 

Wm.  Bainbridge  Wm.  G-ris 

Sam.  Miller  Daniel  S.  Stellwageny 

D,  Geisinger.  Wm.  Withers 

Wm.  Knight  Joseph  De  Binder 

Clem't  S.  .Hunt  John  Brelsfoard 

Joseph  Douglass  Abraham  Powell 

James  Keery  Wm.  J.  Fallen 

Wm.  Vinyard  Wm.  T.  Barton 

Horatio  N.  Crabb  John  T.  Hare 

Henry  S.  Crabb  George  Black 

Vinc't  Kennedy  Arthur  Vance 
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Aaron  Wolff 
W,  M.  Hunter 
Winder  Bayly 
Nicholas  Toy 
8.  Hamphreys 
James  Todd 
S.  B.  Kingston 
D.  V.  W.  Baker 
J.  U.  Vanharlingen 
C.  C.  Many 
W.  Baxter 
Jno.  Risbrongh 
John  B.  Lejee 
Wm.  Fry 
Thos.  T.  Smiley 
Samuel  McQratli 
Wm.  McMaikin 
Joseph  Kerr 
James  Kerr 
Thomas  Carroll 
Lewis  Flennez 
Sam'l  Boss 
George  Jennings 
James  McGrath 
Lewis  Deamer 


Henry  C.  Pratt 
N.  B.  Smead 
Thos.  Caldwell 
F.  Campion 
Caleb  Hand 
W.  W.  Walker 
John  Smitte 
J.  Francis 
P.  Young 
Jos.  Brobstar,  jr. 
H.  WendeJl,  jr. 
Martin  Feaning 
Wm.  Baker 
Sam'l  W.  Thackard 
W.  W.  Thackard 
Wm.  G.  Mason 
Wm.  Allen 
Andrew  Crozier 
Wm,  Nesbitt 
Wm.  McClung 
Jno.  C.  Holmes 
Thos.  E.  Ashmead 
Caleb  Lashe 
James  McCawley 
Foxhall  A.  Parker. 


To  the  Jionarable  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentcUives  of  (he  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth :  That,  appriesd  by  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national 
legislature  had,  at  the  last  session,  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Meade,  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money,  which,  by  the  operation 
of  the  Florida  treaty,  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted 
briefly  to  conrey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  inter- 
esting sulgect,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow- 
citizen,  and  to  ofier  their  petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  appli* 
cation  may  be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the 
prudence  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

The* claimant  is  the  son  of  Q^orge  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father  during  his  life  was  distinguished 
among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen  of  irre« 
proachable  character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  absent,  en- 
gaged in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now^  after  his  re- 
turn home  with  a  numerous  family^  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued 
residence  here  for  several  years^  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
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solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in 
every  puhlic  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  con- 
fidence and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorahle 
hodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Richard  W.  Meade  is  to  the  justice^  not  to  the 
generosity,  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case. 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  ac- 
counts^ but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  estab- 
lishing and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after 
a  series  of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent 
changes  of  political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  pos- 
session, in  May,  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recog- 
.  nition  of  the  debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy. 
From  the  binding  operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States, 
by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida 
Treaty,  ratified  in  Senate  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequiv- 
ocally exonerated  Spain,  appropriating^,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of 
Mr  Meade's  private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas, 
and  assuming,  conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully 
to  compensate  the  individual  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken  with- 
out his  consent  for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself 
no  longer  liable,  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own 
country,  as  the  party  who  by  compact  released  her,  and  thereby  under- 
took to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  ob- 
tain reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the 
Florida  treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of 
American  claimants  on  Spain.  The  commiFsioners  to  whom  that 
distribution  was  confided ,  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  val- 
idity of  his  demand  ;  its  conclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor, 
Spain  ;  its  being  embraced  {intentionally,  according  to  the  language 
of  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State)  within  the  renunciations  of 
the  treaty  ;  and  the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to 
obtain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  ex- 
planatory evidence  which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact ;  bat  after 
postponing  their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when  their 
board  was  dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing  avow- 
edly to  the  failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (on  whom 
the  duty  had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through  their 
minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it) 
to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers  proved  to  be  in  her 
archives,  and,  as  was  thought,  necesssary  to  develop  and  establish 
the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and  recog- 
nition already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  oif  using  his  moneys,  in 
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the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  yalaable  territory  ;  he  has  been  de- 
nied any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund  ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of 
which  he  is  thus  strippied  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  un- 
oonlroUable  proceedings  of  two  governmenta,  has  not,  for  one  instant, 
been  pretended  by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquida- 
tion or  relief  1 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies ;  and  were  it  just  to  expect 
from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the  vast  con- 
cerns of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  voluminous  doc- 
amenta  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  member  tho- 
roughly to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the  wis- 
dom and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  however,  as  it 
is  in  any  instance  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  inves- 
tigating habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial  tribunal, 
it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circumstanced  like 
that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  raid  to  involve  legal  questions, 
complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its  satisfactory 
scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad 
may  be  found  necessary  ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private  right,  as 
well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality  would  seem,  where 
so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final  adjustment. 
It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a  request  for 
equitable  relief  j  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative  generosity  alone 
can  bestow;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditonal  demand  oi  jtistice,  like 
those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before  the  courts  of 
law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty  ;  he  invokes  no  aid 
from  ItbercU  conjecture ;  be  does  not  ask  a  reasonable  allowance  nor  a 
laiilude  of  construction;  but  he  engages  to  maintain  his  case,  by  prov- 
ing every  fact  and  establishing  every  principle,  under  all  the  forms, 
and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in  the  severest  tribunals  of  the 
country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the  possession  of  prop- 
erty. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  andprobity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused,  if  he  shrunk  from  encounter- 
ing so  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly  mani- 
fested no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  ot  resolution  in  maintain- 
ing, the  public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal ;  confident  that  his 
cause  is  just^  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
there  decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed 
by  testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to 
whom  laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual,  would 
relieve  your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  ot  a  troublesome 
and  delicate  duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wskuts  ji^tice  only^  and  (what 
is  an  equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  as- 
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surance  that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to 
recognize  the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by. Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  defini- 
tive and  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Ck)urt,  is,  therefore, 
the  earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 


Arthur  St.  C.  Nichols 
James  Henderson 
J.  B.  DeBree 
Benjamin  Cross 
William  V.  .Harold 
Jere'h.  McCredy 
Wm.  Owings 
John  McGee 
Isaac  Oakford 
Archimedes  J.  Buckner 
Thomas  Marian 
Peter  McKenna 
N.  Campbell 
Francis  Timmins 
John  Sullivan 
George  J.  Jane  way 
Thomas  Balfe 
Denis  Collins 
John  Darragb 
James  Brady 
Geo.  H.  McCuUy 
John  Bush 
James  D.  Tiers 
Joseph  Snyder 
Jos.  S.  Myers 
Charles  B.  Sibbold 
C.  H.  Tiers 
Davis  A.  Myule 
John  G.  Stockly 
Thomas  Hewitt,  jr. 
Cornelius  Tiers 
James  McCann 
Daniel  Bradley 
Nicholas  Stafford 
Robert  Moore. 
Dom'k.  T.  Rossiter 
Wm.  Zolick 
Wm.  Lochey 
Robert  Desilver 
Patrick  Dalv 
Wm.  Cannon 
Wm.  Warraner 
McCredy  &  Parker 


Edward  Wm.  Tiers 
Charles  T.  Parmentier 
Philip  Smith 
Daniel  I.  Desmond 
John  Ryan 
Lewis  Ryan  &  Co. 
Eugene  Cummiskey 
John  McAleer 
John  Stierley 
.  Augustus  Mallet 
Joseph  Refile 
Francis  McCredy 
John  Campbell 
John  Mealay 
Thomas  McClean 
Barnard  Timmins  ' 
Joshua  Isaaos 
William  W.helan,  jr. 
William  Blumhart 
James  Murphey 
John  M.  Carrel 
PhUip  Reilly 
Hiram  Frazer 
Thos.  Brady 
Michael  Cavanaugh 
Wm.  S.  Shippen 
John  Tiers 
John  Gibson 
Edward  C.  Snyder 
J.  Snyder. 
.  Francis  Rolof 
William  Cameron 
Wm.  Taylor 
Barth'w.  Rees 
Luke  Fortune 
John  Barnes 
Richard  Kelly 
Frederick  Albright 
George  Miller 
C.  F.  Adler 
John  Dunbar 
Charles  Fox 
William  Fox. 
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7b  the  honcrahle  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citiiens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl* 
yania,  respectfully  showeth  :  That,  apprised  by  the  pablished  proceed- 
ings of  year  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national  leffis- 
latore  had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Bichard  W. 
Meade  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Florida  treaty,  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted  briefly 
to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting 
sabject,  to  uphold,  by  their  united  testimony,  a  worthy  fellow-citizen^ 
and  to  offer  their  petition  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may 
be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the  prudence  and 
bonor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natires  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distin- 
guished among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen 
of  irreproachable  character.  The  Bon,  although  for  a  long  time  ab- 
sent, engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem ;  and  now,  after  his 
retom  home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which 
the  whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  con- 
tinned  residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a 
deep  solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one  who, 
in  every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our 
confidence  and  respect.  In  this  avowal  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
l^ies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
Intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Bichard  W.  Meade  is  to  the  jtisiice,  not  to  the 
9^^erosityy  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case: 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  accounts, 
bat  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  ip  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  dibappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
May  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth 
clause  of  the.  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty, 
ratified  in  Senate  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  ex- 
onerated Spain,  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr. 
Meade's  private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas,  and 
assumiDg,  conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as 
veil  aa  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  com- 

Censate  the  individual  whose  proj^terty  had  thus  been  taken,  without 
is  consent,  for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no 
longer  liable,  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  Lis  own  coun- 
tiy  as  the.  party  who  by  compact  released  Aer,  and  thereby  under- 
took to  satisfy  him. 
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With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  onr  government,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain 
reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  fire  millions  set  apart  by  the  Florida 
treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American 
claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution 
was  confided,  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  de- 
mand ;  its  conclusiyeness  as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain ;  its 
being  embraced  {intentionally ^  according  to  the  language  of  Mr. 
Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State;  within  the  renunciations  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of 
explanatory  evidence  which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact;  but, 
after  postponing  their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when 
their  board  was  dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing, 
avowedly,  to  the  failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on 
whom  the  duty  had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through 
their  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson^  attempted  to  per- 
form it,)  to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers  proved  to 
be  in  her  archives^  and,  as  was  thought,  -necessary  to  develop  and  es- 
tablish the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and 
recognition  already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United'States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory;  he  has  been 
denied  any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund ;  and  yet,  that  he  ever^ 
directly  or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of 
which  he  is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  un- 
controllable proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not,  for  one  instant, 
been  pretended  by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquida- 
tion or  relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr. 
Meade  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just 
to  expect  froin  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding 
the  vast  concerns  of  this -republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the 
voluminous  documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each 
member  thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as 
'  are  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  how- 
ever, as  it  is,  in  any  instance,  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt 
the  investigating  habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial 
tribunal,  it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circum- 
stanced like  that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal 
questions,  complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its 
satisfactory  scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence 
from  abroad  may  be  found  necessary ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private 
right,  as  well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality,  would 
seem,  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final 
adjustment.  It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress, 
a  request  for  equitable  relief,  or  for  sUch  remuneration  as  legislative 
generosity  alone  can  bestow;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional  demand 
of  justice,  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before 
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the  oonrts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty ;  he 
inTokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjectures ;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasonable 
ftllowance  nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ^  but  he  engages  to  maintain 
his  case  by  proving  every  fact,  and  establishing  every  principle,  under 
all  the  forms  and  subject  to  all  the  tests  which,  in  the  severest  tri- 
hanals  of  the  country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the  pos- 
sesion of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encounter- 
ing 80  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly 
manifested  no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  main- 
taining, the  public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal,  confident  that 
his  cause  is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely 
investigated  in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
there  decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided ;  to  be  fully  developed 
hy  testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte ;  to  be  patiently  ezaraioed  by  minds  to 
whom  laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual,  would 
relieve  your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome 
and  delicate  duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only,  and 
(what  is  an  equally  legitimate  object,)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America 
an  assurance  that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically 
to  recognize  the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow  citizen,  Bichard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  definitive 
&ad  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ifi,  therefore,  the 
Ernest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 

Bichard  Bobinett  John  Hockley 

haac  8nowden  Wm.  H.  Oarrigoes 

Alex.  J.  Miller  J.  Tagert 

Henry  J.  Hutchins  Seth  Craige 

Stacy  Potts  Henry  Ruhe 

Joseph  D.  Drinker,  jr  Joseph  Howell 

A^  Roberts  Samuel  Mcllhenney 

Wm.  Bush,  jr  Samuel  Patou 

Andrew  Summers  W.  Patton,  jr 

C.  W.  Thomson  M.  Smith 

8.  Nichols  Thomas  Meyers 

Thos.  0.  Duncan  John  Morris 

Thoa  Hockley  Valentine  Btickart 

fi  W.  Fairman  Frederick  Zeller 

W.  Gk)ldsborough  John  Lytic 

Thoe.  C.  Spots  wood  Wm.  J.  Baker 

Samuel  Cowperthwait  J.  Newman 

Robt.  B.  Taylor  B.  W.  Peale 

Geo.  C.  Clinton  K.  W.  C.  Bobinett 
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JaB.  A.  Thackara  Marsh  B.  Clark 

Robt.  MiUikin,  jr  Walter  At.lisson 

John  M.  S.  Baker  Charles  Nuncaar 

Joseph  M.  Simons  Wm.  Lawrence 

Joseph  Hutchins  Samuel  O.  Lyons. 

A.  Young  M.  Stokes 

W.  H.  Smith  Wm.  C.  Stephens. 

George  Heirnesen  V.  Primroee 

R.  F.  Durang  J.  Taylor 

B.  Hames  G.  Teese 
Richard  Renshaw  Thomas  T.  Hewsoo. 


To  thfi  Konorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
yania,  respectfully  showeth  :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  proceed- 
ings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  thd  national  legis- 
lature had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Richard  W. 
Meade  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  by  which  the  operation  of  the 
Florida  treaty  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted  briefly 
to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting 
subject,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow-citizen, 
and  to  offer  their  petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may 
be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think ,  with  the  prudence  and 
honor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  lather,  during  his  life,  was  distin- 
guished among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen 
of  irreproachable  character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  absent 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now,  after  his  return 
home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the  whole 
American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued  resi- 
dence here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep  solici- 
tude as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in  every 
public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our.  confidence 
and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorable  bodies  will 
perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present  intrusion 
upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Eichard  W.  Meade,  is  to  the  justice^  not  to  the 
generosity y  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappoinknents,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
Maj/y  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
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debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fiflh 
clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty ^  rati- 
fied in  the  Senate^  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  ca;- 
oneraied  SpAin — appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's 
private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas  ;  and  assum- 
ing, conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as  well 
as  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  compensate 
the  individual,  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without  his  con- 
sent, for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no  longer 
liable,  and  refers  Mr,  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  country,  as 
the  party  who  by  compact  released  Aer,  and  thereby  undertook  to 
satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become  bur- 
densome to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain 
reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the  Florida 
treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American 
claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution 
was  confided  formally  and  ofiicially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  de- 
mand ;  its  conclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain ;  its 
being  embraced  (intentionally,  according  to  the  language  of  Mr,  Adams 
then  Secretary  of  State)  within  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty  ;  and 
the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to  obtain  from  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  explanatory  evidence 
which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact ;  but,  after  postponing  their 
decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when  their  board  was  dis- 
solved, they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing,  avowedly,  to  the 
Mnre  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on  whom  the  duty  had 
devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through  their  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it)  to  procure  from 
Spain  the  documents  and  papers,  proved  to  be  in  her  achives,  and, 
Mwas  thought  necessary  to  develop  and  establish  the  t^ems  of  the 
^oS^egate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and  recognition  already  re- 
verted to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  St-ates  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys,  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory;  he  has  been  denied 
any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  directly  or 
indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of  which  he  is 
thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  uncontrollable 
proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not  for  one  instant  been  pre- 
tended by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation  or 
relief! 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just  toex« 
pect  from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the* 
vast  concerns  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  volumin- 
ous documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  member 
thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.   Difficult,  however^  as  i& 
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is  in  any  instance,  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  investi- 
gating habits  and  to  discharge  the  fanctioDs  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  it 
becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circumstanced  like 
that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  ^  involve  legal  questions 
complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its  satisfactory 
scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad 
may  be  found  necessary,  and  the  due  protection  of  private  right,  as 
well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality  would  seem, 
where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final  ad- 
justment. It  is  not,  .as  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a  re- 
quest for  equitable  relief  j  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative  gene- 
rosity alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional  demand  of 
juaticej  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before 
the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty  ;  he 
invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjectures;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasonaUe 
allowance^  nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  but  he  engages  to  maintain 
his  case,  by  proving  every  fact  and  establishing  every  principle,  under 
all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in  the  severest  tri- 
bunals of  the  country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the  pos- 
session of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused,  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent^  before  judges  who  have  certainly  mani- 
fested no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintain- 
ing, the  public  interests,  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal,  confident  that  his 
cause  is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  in- 
vestigated in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorie^lists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte  ;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to  whom 
laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual ;  would  relieve 
your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and  delicate 
duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only^  and  (what  is  an 
equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assurance 
that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  recognize 
the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  application 
of  their  respected  fellow-citi7.en,Ilichard  W.  Meade,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  definitive 
and  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore,  the 
earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 

• 

John  T.  Sullivan  Charles  H.  Wootten 

Bichu  Povall  Charles  Wetherell 

William  J.  Smith  P.  Mendenhall 

Bernard  W.  Credy  Samuel  Pettsesheiner 

Samuel  Bispham  John  W.  Claghorn 

O.  Bartram  B.  Thompson 
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Samuel  Parker 
John  B.  McCIeay 
Francis  Killion 
Wm.  M.  Duncan 
P.  Brady 
James  Brady 
Jos.  B.  Lapsley 
David  A.  Dias 
Isaac  G.  Colesbury 
James  W.  Purves 
A.  O'Kie 
WiUiam  O'Kie 
Robert  F.  Oliver 
James  Boggs 
Henty  Paillet 
P.  L.  Senat 
Thos.  F.  Bunnell 
Robert  E.  Wing 
Jacob  Housel 
VJ.  C.  Davis 
"William  H.  Jones 
Mablon  Gillingham 
Wm.  Brown 
D.  Groves 
Richard  Wilkins 
Jasper  C.  Cook 
(Jeo.  W.  Richards 
Thos.  D.  Gallagher 
James  McLevan 
Greo.  A.  Bicknell 
Geo.  W.  Gill 
Isaac  Ford 
Samuel  C.  Ford 
John  Jennings 
Moses  Kempton 
Jos.  H.  Dulles 
Edmund  Wilcox 
John  H.  Helmuth 
F.  Telerel 
John  G.  George 
V.  Hutchinson 
M.  Coats 
Edward  Barnett 
Geo  P.  Hood 
Charles  Culman 


Joshua  Raybold 
James  W.  Raybold 
P.  Layus 

David  Winebrener 
Geo.  M.  Jones 
Samuel  Rose 
A.  B.  Russell,  jr. 
Chas.  C.  Walroup 
Wm.  P.  Johnston,  jr. 
Henry  R.  Watson 
M.  E.  Israel 
James  M.  Curry 
Wm.  Collins 
Thomas  Shatpe 
Charles  Thomas 
John  B.  Myers 
Charles  Wright 
Wm.  P.  Sapping  ton 
,  G^o.  N.  Harvey 
Samuel  Harvey  &  Sons 
John  Wiley 
Wm.  Patterson 
Wm,  R.  Thompson 
F.  A.  Raybold 
Thomas  C.  Watson 
John  Flaherty 
John  C.  Davis 
Samuel  Robb 
Charles  Robb 
Geo.  W.  Page 
Peter  Page 
Thomas  P.  Oliver 
John  M.  E.  Hood 
James  N.  Hamilton 
Geo.  L.  Eyre 
Anthony  Myers 
James  Johnston 
Wm.  Oliver 
Benjamin  Sexton 
John  J.  Whirtro 
James  S.  Wayne 
Michael  Nisbet 
Richard  Green 
Joseph  Haas 
Henry  Drean, 


202  KIGHABD  W.   MEADE. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  andersigned,  citizeDS  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national 
legislature  had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Richard 
W.  Meade  to  be  repaid  a  snm  of  money  which  by  the  operation  of  the 
Florida  treaty  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be'permitted  briefly 
to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting 
subject,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow-citizen, 
and  to  offer  their  petition  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may 
be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the  prudence  and 
honor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distinguished 
among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen  of  irre- 
proachable character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  absent,  en- 
gaged in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now  after  his  return 
home  with  his  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued 
residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in 
every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  con- 
fidence and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Richard  W.  Meade,  is  to  the  justice,  not  to  the 
5rfnero5i7y,.of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
Mat/j  1820,  the  most  solemn  settlement  and  recognition  of  the  debt 
known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From/  the  binding 
operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth  clause  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty,  ratified  in  the 
Senate,  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  exonerated 
Spain;  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  private 
estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas;  and  assuming,  confor- 
mably to  an  express  provision  of  our  Constitution,  as  well  as  to  the  im- 
mutable principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  compensate  the  indi- 
vidual whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without  his  consent,  for 
public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no  longer  liable  ; 
and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  country,  as  the  party 
who  by  compact  released  her,  and  thereby  undertook  to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
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burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  tban!  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meiide  sought  to  obtain 
reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the  Florida 
treaty  to  be  distributed  amongtheenumeratedclassesof  American  claim- 
autson Spain.  Thecommissionersto whomthatdistribution wasconfided 
formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  demand  ;  its  con- 
clusiveness as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain  ;  its  being  embraced 
[inlentionaUy,  accordi'ig  to  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary 
of  ^^tate)  within  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty  ;  and  the  prompt  and 
unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade,  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  author- 
ities and  tribunals  every  species  of  explanatory  evidence  which  the 
most  astute  judges  could  exact.  But,  after  postponing  their  decision 
until  a  week  of  the  period  when  their  board  was  dissolved,  they  re- 
jected the  claim  altogether,  owing,  avowedly,  to  the  failure  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  (on  whom  the  duty  had  devolved  by  the 
treaty,  and' who  had,  through  their  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh 
Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it)  to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents 
and  papers,  proved  to  be  in  her  archives,  and,  as  was  thought,  neces- 
sary to  develop  and  establish  the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the 
solemn  statement  and  recognition  already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys,  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory  ;  he  has  been  denied 
any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund  ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  directly  or 
indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected,  the  rights  of  which  he  is 
thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  uncontrollable 
proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not  for  one  instant  been  pre- 
tended by  any  ot  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation  or 
relief! 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just  to  ex- 
pect from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the  vast 
concerns  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  voluminous 
documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  etiable  each  member 
thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  however,  as 
it  is  in  any  instance  for  an  assemblages  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  in- 
vestigating habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial  tribu- 
nal, it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circum- 
stanced like  that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal 
questions  complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its 
satisfactory  scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence 
from  abroad  may  be  found  necessary  ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private 
right,  as  well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality  would 
seem,  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final 
adjustment.  It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a 
request  for  equitable  reliefs  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative  gen- 
eroeity  alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a  direct  unconditional  demand  of 
justice,  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before 
the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  itoxn  uncertainty  \  he 
invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjecture;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasonable 
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aUotoance  nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  but  he  engages  to  maintain 
his  case,  by  proving  erery  fact  and  establishing  every  principle,  under 
all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in  the  severest  tribu- 
nals of  the  country^  are  employed  to  recover  or  defend  the  possession 
of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  e2;cused,  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent  before  judges  who  have  certainly  mani- 
fested no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintain- 
ing, the  public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal ;  confident  that  his 
cause  is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  be  completely  successful.    ^ 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States^  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte  ;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to  whom 
laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual ;  would  relieve 
your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and  delicate 
duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  ^tM^ice  ordyj  and  (what  is  an  equally 
legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assurance '  that 
their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  recognize  the 
sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  foe  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  application 
of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  definitive 
and  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore,  the 
earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 

John  M.  Scott  James  Yard 

W.  Norris,  jun.  David  Lewis 

J.  C.  Stocker  William  Phillips 

Philip  H.  Nicklin  Thos.  F.  Wharton 

James  A.  Mabany  John  C.  Smith 
-  E.  C.  Watmough                        .     Josiah  Randall 

C.  J.  IbgersoU  Jos.  Barnes 

T.  J.  Wharton  Tho.  Sergeant 

John  0.  Lawber  Wm.  Grinnell 

William  Rawb,  jun.  Thos.  F.  Gordon 

Henry  Chester  Arch'd  Randall 

R.  W.  Sykes  James  N.  Barker 

F.  P.  Corbin  And.  Pettit 

N.  Chapman  Joseph  Watson 

Jos.  Reed  Ad.  Traguair 

Mathew  Lawber  Samuel  H.  Perkins 

Hor.  Binney  Geo.  Morton 

J.  R.  IngersoU  John  Conrad 

Sam'l  Mifflin  G.  Budge 

William  Read  E.  B.  Gardette 

Thos.  P.  Roberts  Kenderton  Smith 
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John  Cadwalader  Wm.  B.  Davidson 

Jno.  Bonrien  Jno.  Miles. 

L.  Keemle  Geo.  Harrison 

H.  Solomon  John  Hallowell 

B.  Dillon  Drake  G.  W.  Farquher 

Charles  Wheeler  Thomas  Bradford^  jnn. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth :  That^  apprised  by  the  published  proceed- 
ings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national  legis- 
lature had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Richard  W. 
Meade,  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Florida  treaty,  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference^  to  be  permitted  briefly 
to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting 
subject,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow-citizen, 
and  to  offer  their  petition  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may 
be  adopted  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the  prudence  and 
honor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  oi  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distin- 
pushed  among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen 
of  irreproachable  character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  ab- 
Bent,  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of 
bis  country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem ;  and  now,  after  his 
retorn  home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which 
the  whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  con- 
tinued residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frabkly  own  that  we  feel  a 
deep  solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one  who, 
in  every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our 
ooofidence  and  respect.  In  this  avowal  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Richard  W.  Meade  is  to  the  justice,  not  to  the 
generosity,  ot  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  accounts, 
bat  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendancy  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
May,  1820.,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth  clause 
of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty,  ratified  in 
Benate  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  exonerated 
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Spain,  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that. amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  pri* 
▼ate  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas,  and  assuming, 
conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as  well  as  to 
the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  compensate  the 
individual  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without  his  consent, 
for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no  longer  lia- 
ble ;  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  country  as  the 
J  arty  who,  by  compact,  released  Aer,  and  thereby  undertook  t.o  satisfy 
im. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
burdensbme  to  its  treasury  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain  re- 
imbursement from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apiart  hf  the  Florida 
treaty,  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American 
claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution 
was  confided  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  de- 
mand ;  its  conclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain ;  its 
being  embraced  (intentionally,  according  to  the  language  of  Mr. 
Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State)  within  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty ; 
and  the  prompt  aiid  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to  obtain  from 
the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  explanatory  evi- 
dence which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact ;  btft  after  postponing 
their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when  their  board  was 
dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing,  avowedly,  to  the 
failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on  whom  the  duty  had 
devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through  their  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it)  to  procure  from 
Spain  the  documents  and  papers,  proved  to  be  in  her  archives^  and^  as 
was  thought,  necessary  to  develop  and  establish  the  items  of  the  ag- 
gregate stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and  recognition  already  ad- 
verted to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory  ;  he  has  been  de- 
nied any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  waived,  ab&ndoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of 
which  he  is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  un- 
controllable proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not,  for  one  instant, 
been  pretended  by  any  of  those  te  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation 
or  relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just  to  ex- 
pect from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the  vast 
concerns  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  voluminous 
documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  member 
thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  however,  as 
it  is,  in  any  instance,  tor  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  in- 
vestigating habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial  tribunal, 
it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circumstanced  like 
that  of  Mr.  Meade.    Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal  questions 
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complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its  satisfactory 
scrutiny^  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad 
may  be  found  necessary ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private  right,  as  well 
as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality,  would  seem,  where 
so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final  adjustment. 
It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a  request  for 
equitable  relief,  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative  generosity 
alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional  demand  of  justice, 
like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before  the  courts 
of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty  ;  he  invokes  no 
aid  from  liberal  conjecture ;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasonable  allowance, 
nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  but  he  engages  to  maintain  his  case, 
bj  proving  every  fact  and  establishing  every  principle,  under  all  the 
forms  and  subject  to  all  the  tests  which,  in  the  severest  tribunals  of 
the  country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the  possession  of 
property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  jddiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly  manfested 
no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintaining,  the 
public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal,  confident  that  his  cause  is 
just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  investigated 
in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony^  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to 
whom  laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual ;  would 
relieve  your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and 
delicate  duty^  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only,  and  (what  is 
an  equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assur- 
ance that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  re- 
cognize the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow  citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  defini- 
tive and  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore, 
the  earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 

Chas.  H.  Ausier  Benj.  Jones 

William  Bedwood  George  W.  Geisse 

Gustavus  Colhoun  John  B.  Budd 

George  Fox  W.  Gratz 

Jos.  L.  Inglis  William  Young 

Joseph  Dugan  W.  Mason  Walmsley 

Edward  Barry  Y.  A.  Morgan 

Thos.  Newman  Thos.  Pratt 

M.  E.  Israel  Jno.  Stewart 

John  Carroll  Davis  B.  Stacey 
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Isaac  Starr 
William  Lehman 
Charles  Gallaghan 
A.  G.  Ealston 
Francis  Harley  Denin 

A.  Sharpe 
T.  G.  Borie 
Benj.  Stelle 
Solomon  Moses 
Wm.  Boyd 
John  Welsh 
T.  Moss 
Jacob  King 

Geo.  M.  Gallmont 
J.  Percival 
John  White 

B.  Patterson 
R.  M.  Whitney 
Thos.  Hayes 
Benj.  Etting 
T.  Larvin 
Martin  Walker 
J.  Oollison 
Simeon  Tohy 
Peter  Graham 
John  Coulter 
John  C.  Dabosta 
Benj.  S.  BoDsale 
P.  L.  Laguerenne 
William  Bpown 
Jas.  Latmin 
John  Hemphill 
Jdo.  Hale 

S.  Nevins 
Jno.  Millery 
Sam.  Alexander 
Andrew  M.  Prevost 
tjno.  M.  Taylor 
Peter  Hall 
Jno.  F.  Ohl 
Samuel  Keith 
John  Donaldson,  jr. 
Benj.  Jones 
Jas.  Geo.  Stacey 
Hugh  Calhoun 
Britt  White 
Hyman  Gratz 
A.  Garush 
John  M.  Barclay 
Beuben  Etting 
W.  W,  Smith 


Wm.  Hust 
Daniel  Mem 
Joseph  Flemming 
Charles  Johnson 
T.  H.  Jacobs 
Mark  Prager 
James  Gowen       '   • 
Lewis  Mayer 
C.  N.  Buck 
Robert  E.  Griffith 
John  Norvell 
James  Perot 
B.  Phillips 
Daniel  Smith 
Robert  M.  Lewis 
Richard  Willing 
S.  L.  Kay 
J.  Austin  Hayes 
Francis  Shoemaker 
Qeo.  Rundle 
John  Shoemaker 
Jno.  Tolbert 
R.  S.  Smith 
John  A.  Learny 
Samuel  Brooks 
Joshua  Longstrett 
S.  H.  Stevenson 
Mayne  Lehman 
Wm.  S.  Hansel! 
Peter  CuUen  . 
Jno.  H.  Leru  . 
W.  Meredith 
Geo.  Roberts 
L.  Veron  &  Co. 
Samuel  Cuvier 
R.  Haldeburgh 
R.  Phillips 
Richard  Davis 
William  Kerr 
John  Allen 
L.  Anzire 
Thos.  Rodman 
Francis  R.  Wharton 
Wm.  Hawkins 
John  T.  David 
Joshua  Lippincott 
B.  W.  Richards 
Robert  Poalk 
Jos.  Bispham,  jr. 
Francis  Gurney  Smith 
Nathan  Bunker 
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Thomas  Wright 
T.  P.  Stanton 
Whitton  Ewing 
Bedwood  Fifiher 
G.  Cox 

Edward  C.  Dall 
Law.  D.  Seckel 
John  H.  Barnes 
Elijah  A.  Carroll 
J.  Harbeson  Barnes 
Geo.  W,  Warder 
Wm.  N.  Diene 
£•  M.  Donnaldson 
Joseph  Thomas 
NoYins  Stanley 
John  Meade 
Charles  King 
Francis  A.  Kyan 
Chas.  Hedelios 
A.  C.  Barclay 
Jno.  W.  Morrell 
Wm.  Fennell,  jr. 
John  S.  Bemington 
John  W.  Jaundus 
William  Bethell 
Thomas  Wilkersham 
Jos.  P.  Hamelin 
Sam.  B.  Davis 
Joseph  Bay 
Edward  H.  Swain 
Benj.  H.  Warder 
William  Clay 
John  Carpenter 
Bichard  Constable 
Lawrence  Whelan 
Jos.  Johnson 
W.  £.  Sherman 
H.  McPherson 
John  Stephens 
James  H.  Lord 
Wm.  Dongherty 
John  Hartman 
Wm.  S.  Smith 
Bobert  Barton 
John  McKever 
John  J.  Downing 
James  Crowley 
Wm.  H.  McDowell 
Albert  L.  Beatty 
George  Draper 
Creorge  Fulton 
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W.  Hilton 
John  Lewis 
Coleman  Fisher 
John  Wharton 
Thos.  Basse tt 
Lansom  Perot 
W.  Hopkins 
Thomas  Deihl 
W.  J.  Dubs 
Tobias  Huber 
Jacob  Wing 
J.  H.  Page 
Martin  Dubs 
James  S.  Spencer 
Jo.  Peter 
C.  Hallowell 
Chas.  Moore 
T.  Larvin 
Chas.  A.  Evans 
Presley  B.  Sewell 
M.  Fithian 
J.  M.  Sanderson 
Jno.  Haseltine 
Jacob  S.  Wain 
Chas.  Bugan 
Wm.  A.  Peddle 
Arnold  Halbach 
Watson  Jenks 
J.  Phillips 
Henry  Shrives 
W.  Wale 
J.  Lacombe 
Joseph  H.  Newbold 
Francis  King 
John  H.  Curtis 
B.  F.  Johnson 
J.  H.  Palethorp 
Joseph  B.  Huglxes 
Thomas  Morgan 
John  Shepard 
Thomas  Matlock 
Lewis  Duval 
Thomas  Stewart 
Jacob  B.  Luntz 
B.  F.  Mendenhall 
John  D.  Sword 
H.  B.  Nones 
Peter  E.  Truall 
John  L.  Ferguson 
Edward  Harlan 
Sam.  H.  Thomas 
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A.  Ware 
Robert  Clarkson 
Simon  Gratz 
Balph  W.  Peacock 
Lewifl  T.  Pratt 
F.  H.  Bonsall 
Robert  Steeter 
J,  D.  (Jeorge 
Thomas  F.  Yalette 
T.  Ashmead 
Andrew  Geyer 
Samuel  Boss 
John  Diamond 
Thomas  Singer 
H.  Harding 
Robert  Bae 
William  Phillips 
William  Craig 
M.  Benvir 
0.  Jerralt 
Chas.  Jones 
Thomas  King 
John  W.  Saunders,  jr. 
Samuel  H.  Watson 
Samuel  Thackeray 
William  Martin 
Edward  Rafferty 
Levi  Eldridge 
Benj.  Bassett 
Henry  Tumbleton 
H.  F.  Weil 
W.  Stockton 
FuUerton  T.  Eurass 
James  Hanna 
Hugh  Harbeson 
Thomas  Stevenson 
Spencer  Dewees 
David  Hazzard 
Joseph  McMuUin 
Samuel  Mann 
Robert  McMuUin 
William  Quinn 
John  Scott 
Joseph  Rogers 
James  Gillingham 
George  W.  Hughes 
John  Menzier 
Robert  Johnston 
John  Menzier,  jr. 
Robert  Hopkins 
Joseph  M.  Johnson 


Charles  J.  Hopkins 
Jno.  Scott,  jr. 
Andrew  Q.  Armstrong 
John  Markland 
James  Bishop 
A.  Clazton 
Daniel  Brenton 
Richard  Garwood 
William  Pa^e 
George  L.  Harris 
H.  Tallman 
Robert  Jones 
John  J.  Garvin 
D.  Cunningham 
J.  B.  Clement 
H.  Brown 
Ambrose  Nelson 
Richard  Gray 
D.  Walker 
Curtis  Clay 
Robert  Bell 
Jno.  W.  Nesbitt 
J.  Biggs 
C.  F.  Breuel 
Henry  White 
Samuel  Erwin 
Charles  Field 
Charles  A.  Harper 
George  Dawson 
J.  Moss 

John  H.  Warder 
Jno.  McCrea 
C.  W.  Reilly 
John  Gershewer 
Jacob  B.  Lancaster 
G.  Harly 
Charles  S.  Jackson 
J.  Andrade 
James  Musgrave 
Alex.  Benson 
John  Lisle 
Chas.  C.  W.  Pierce 
John  Bowen 
Samuel  Newbold 
Walter  Midler 
William  E.  Bowen 
William  Gill 
James  B.  Sword 
Wm.  H.  Jones 
Daniel  Dowling 
Jackson  Tatem 
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4 

J.  DeBas  Thomas  Lewis 

Henry  T.  Virchaux  James  G.  Crozer 

Morgan  Carr  L.  Desanqne 

8.  B.  Bawle  W.  M.  Banks 

Bobert  Hardie  Robert  T.  Doran. 
Samuel  Welsh 


7b  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Bepreseniativea  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  respectfully  showeth :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national 
le^lature  had  at  the  last  session  been  giren  to  the  claim  of  Bichard 
W.  Meade  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which  by  the  operation  of  the 
Florida  treaty  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted 
briefly  to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  in- 
teresting subject,  to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow- 
citizen,  and  to  offer  their  petition  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  appli- 
cation may  be  adopted,  equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the 
prudence  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distin- 
guishea  among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen 
of  irreproachable  character.  The  BOt ,  although  for  a  long  time  absent^ 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now,  after  his  return 
home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued 
residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in 
every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  confi- 
dence and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  aiid  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice 

The  appeal  make  by  Bichard  W.  Meade,  is  to  the  justice,  not  to  the 
generosity  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom  ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arining  from  the  frequent  changes  of 

C»litical  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
ay,  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth 
clanse  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty, 
ratified  in  Senate,  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally 
exonerated  Spain^  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr. 
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Meade's  private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas ; 
and  assuming,  conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully 
to  compensate  the  individual  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken, 
without  his  consent,  for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared 
herself  no  longer  liable,  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his 
own  country,  as  the  party  who  by  compact  released  her,  and  thereby 
undertook  to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain 
reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  million  set  apart  by  the  Florida 
treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American 
claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution 
was  confided,  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his 
demand,  its  ezclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain;  its 
being  embraced  (intentionally^  according  to  the  language  of  Mr. 
Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State)  within  the  renunciations  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  ex- 
planatory evidence  which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact.  But, 
after  postponing  their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when 
their  Doard  was  dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing, 
avowedly,  to  the  failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on 
whom  the  duty  had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through 
their  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh  I^elson,  attempted  to  per- 
form it)  to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers  proved  to 
be  in  her  archives,  and,  as  was  thought,  necessary  to  develop  and 
establish  the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement 
and  recognition  already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  had  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain.  The 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory.  He  has  been 
denied  any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund  ;  and  yet,  that  he  ever, 
directly  or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of 
which  he  is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  un- 
controllable proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not  for  one  instant 
been  pretended  by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquida- 
tion or  relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr. 
Meade  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies;  and  were  it  just 
to  expect  from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding 
the  vast  concerns  of  this  republic^  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the 
voluminous  documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each 
member  thoroughlv  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as 
are  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  how- 
ever, as  it  is  in  any  instance  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt 
the  investigating  habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial 
tribunal,  it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circum- 
stanced like  that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal 
questions  complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution ;  for  its 
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satisfactory  scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence 
from  abroad  may  be  found  necessary ;  and  the  due  protection  of 
private  right,  as  well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality, 
would  seem,  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere 
of  final  adjustment.  It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to 
Congress,  a  request  for  equitable  relief,  or  for  such  remuneration  as 
legislative  generosity  alone  can  bestow;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional 
demand  of  justice,  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and 
settled  before  the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  un- 
certainty ;  he  invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjecture ;  he  does  not  ask 
a  reasonable  allowance  nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  but  he  engages 
to  maintain  his  case  by  proving  every  fact  and  establishing  every 
principle,  under  all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in 
the  severest  tribunals  of  the  country^  are  employed  to  recover  or  to 
defend  the  possession  of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused,  if  he  shrunk  from  encounter- 
ing 80  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly  mani- 
fested no  wantof  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintain- 
ing, the  public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal;  confident  that  his 
cause  is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  ate  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculisrly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte  ;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to  whom 
laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual,  would  relieve 
your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and  deli- 
cate duty ;  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only,  and  (what  is 
an  equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assu- 
rance that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to 
recognize  the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  defini- 
tive and  effectual,  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore,  the 
earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned,. 

Edmund  Rogers  Wm.  L.  Birbor 

J.  W.  (Jeyer  F.  V.  Busseir 

Jos.  B.  Norbury  S.  M.  Cummings 

M.  W.  Alexander  Robert  Gold,  jr 

W.  Stewart  Leonard  Frailey 

Conrad  White  Thos.  J.  Whitney 

8.  Chew  Henry  Moliere 

John  Oakford  Charles  Francis 

Cbas.  Linney  John  Rogers 

F.  Plummer  John  W.  Thompson 

Wm.  L.  Norton  John  Carlisle 
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Geo.  H.  Hart 
D.  M.  Laughlin 
A.  Simmonds^  jr 
G.  A.  Dabas 
Mankin  Randall 
Joshua  Baybold 
Jacob  Holgate 
Nathan  Jones 
Thos.  Coots,  jr 
W.  L.  Horst 
Sam'l  W.  Solomon 
F,  8.  Carver 
J.  M.  Couts 
James  D.  Huber 
Peter  F.  Fritez 
M.  L.  Woolf 
Wm.  F.  Goodin  . 
Joseph  Jacobs 
J.  Kennedy 
W.  Clinton 
James  Keefe 
M.  Burden 
Henry  Caldwell 
Isaac  Avery 
William  Oakford 
Aaron  Oakford 
John  Ashmead 
John  J.  Bamborger. 
John  Duffee 
David  C.  Hall 
Thomas  E.  Uquhart 
Thos.  Leon 
John  Bitter 
William  Moulder 
Edward  Vallett 


Wm.  H.  Hood 
Samuel  Wright 
John  Klett 
De  Mouniez 
John  Cowan 
Wm.  Campbell 
J.  Thompson,  jr 
Jesse  Ferguson 
Sam'l  B.  Backius 
Wm.  H.  Mathews 
Bobert  Craffen 
Edward  Collins 
John  M.  Cormick 
Joseph  Castles 
James  Bhea 
Thomas  Wirmerman 
George  Grimes 
Andrew  W.  Hanson 
H.  Palmey 
Bein.  Mortone 
E.  Ferguson 
Jeremiah  W.  Flechow 
Henry  Engles 
Hugh  Brutherton 
Bichard  Benshaw 
Peter  Williamson 
Alex.  Austen 
John  Corey 
G.  Beckhorn 
Joseph  Craycraft 
Alex.  J.  Beed 
Elihu  D.  Tarr 
W.  B.  Mendenhall 
L.  H.  Metz 
Theo.  L.  Bunkel 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepretentatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national 
legislature  had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Bichard 
W.  Meade  to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which,  by  the  operation  of 
the  Florida  treaty,  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted 
briefly  to  convey  the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  in- 
teresting subject,  to  uphold,  by  their  united  testimony,  a  worthy  fel- 
low-citizen, and  to  offer  their  petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  ap- 
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plication  may  be  adopted,  eqnally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the 
prudence  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distinguish- 
ed among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen  of 
irreproadiable  character.  The  son,  although  ror  a  long  time  absent, 
^Dgttgcd  in  commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country^  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem  ;  and  now,  after  his  return 
home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  affcer  his  continued 
residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one  who,  in 
every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  con- 
fidence and  respect.  In  this  avowal  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Bichard  W.  Meade  is  to  the  justice,  not  to  the 
generosity,  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  follow- 
ing clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
May,  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement^  the  United  States,  by  th^  fifth 
clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty,  rat- 
ified in  Senate,  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  ezon* 
erated  Spain  ;  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's 
private  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas,  and  assum- 
ing, conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as  well 
as  to  the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  compen- 
sate the  individual,  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without  his 
consent,  for  public  uses.  Spam  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no 
longer  liable ;  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  coun- 
try as  the  party  who  by  compact  released  her,  and  thereby  under- 
took to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  ob- 
tain reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the 
Florida  treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of 
American  claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  dis- 
tribution was  confided,  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity 
of  his  demand;  its  conclusiveness  as  respects  the  original  debtor, 
Spain  ;  its  being  embraced  (intentionally,  according  to  the  language 
of  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State)  within  the  renunciations  of 
the  treaty ;  and  the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade  to 
obtain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of  ex- 
planatory evidence  which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact ;   but. 
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after  postponing  their  decision  nntil  within  a  Week  of  the  period  when 
their  board  was  dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing,, 
avowedly,  to  the  failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  (on 
whom  the  duty  had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through 
their  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelscm,  attempted  to  per- 
form it)  to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers  proved  to  be 
in  her  archives,  and,  as  was  thought,  necessary  to  develop  and  estab- 
lish the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and 
recognition  already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  reconrse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys, 
in  the  purchase  of -an  extensive  and  valuable  territory ;  He  has  been 
denied  any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  di- 
rectlv  or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of 
which  he  is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  un- 
controllable proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not  for  one  instant 
been  pretended  by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation 
or  relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  te  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr. 
Meade  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies  ;  and  were  it  just 
to  expect  from  a  numerous  legislature^  superintending  and  guiding 
the  vast  concerns  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  volu- 
minous documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  mem- 
ber to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the  wisdom 
and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  DifiBicult,  however^  as  it  is^  in 
any  instance,  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  investigat- 
ing habits,  and  to  discharge  the  functions  ef  a  judicious  tribunal,  it 
becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circumstanced  like 
that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal  questions, 
complicated  in  character  and  difiScult  of  solution ;  for  its  satisfactory 
scrutiny,  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad 
may  be  found  necessary  ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private  right,  as 
well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality  would  seem, 
where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final  ad- 
justment. It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a 
request  for  equitable  relief,  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative 
generosity  alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional  demand 
of  justice,  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  be- 
fore the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty ; 
he  invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjecture ;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasona- 
ble allowance  nor  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  but  he  engages  to  main- 
tain his  case,  by  proving  every  fact  and  establishing  every  principle, 
under  all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in  the  sever- 
est tribunals  of  the  country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the 
possession  of  property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con* 
fidence  in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly  manifest- 
ed no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintaining, 
the  public  interests.    But  he  avoids  no  ordeal ;  confident  that  his 
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cause  is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided  ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony,  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to 
whom  laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual ;  would 
relieve  your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome  clnd 
delicate  duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  only,  aid  (what  is 
an  equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assur- 
ance that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  re- 
cognize the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Kichard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  defini- 
tive and  effectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore, 
the  earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 


Petei.  Lihman 
Jobn  F.  Long 
Nicholas  H.  Graham 
Robert  Merier 
Isaac  Sorden 
William  Dixey 
Charles  E.  Hubbs 
J.  Tomlinson 
Charles  Fox 
Matthew  Baxter 
James  Chism 
W.  M.  McKnight 
David  Brantnall 
Thomas  Beath 

B.  McClehea 
Jos.  G.  Nanonde 
Saml.  M.  Fox 

C.  N.  Fox 
John  Brown 

J.  Rhea  Barton 
Thos.  Hopkins 
John  Barwell 
John  Markoe 
Ferriss  Price 
Benj.  D.  McCartney 
J.  R.  Pollock. 

C.  Sheppard 

D.  Lennox 
n.  Jackson 
Robert  Andrews 
Edmund  Gaskill 
Wm,  P.  Dewees 


Joseph  Hutchins 
E.  J.  Pudout 
Jno.  Stille,  jr 
John  Redman  Coxe 
Thos.  Astley 
Benj.  Smith 
E.  L.  Burd 
Saml.  Mettles 
B.  M.  Shain 
Jno.  K.  Morris 
Benj.  H.  Sodor 
Geo.  Norton 
Robert  Jaw,  jr 
Hanson  Waters 
Richd.  C.  Aspell 
Henry  Shoemaker 
John  Scott 
John  W.  Hughes 
Henry  Hatz 
Henry  Or  man 
Charles  W.  Duffield 
John  Caldwell 
Wm.  Heston 
John  Knox 
T.  G.  Condie 
James  Hogan 
Jacob  Somerset 
Michael  Freytag 
Henry  Drumboe 
J.  Mease 
B.  Chew,  jr 
George  W.  Helmbold 
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Thos.  Taylor 
R.  E.  Welsh 
Wm.  Rolph 
Joseph  Wetherill 
Charles  A.  Plammer 
Elihn  Wright 
Chas.  Oakfbrd 
Joseph  E.  Erwin 
John  Curny 
Wm.  BoTOudt 
John  Murcheson 
John  Engard 
John  Durney 
Wm.  G.  Alexander 
John  Moore 
John  Thompson 
John  H.  Stitley 
John  Caney 
John  Bittinhonse 
F.  Hindman 
David  Gillmore 
John  Murphy 
Geo.  Hall 
Joseph  Hufty 
J.  W.  Haw 
D.  W.  Fannan 
Ezekiel  Few 
Joseph  Shoemaker 
James  B.  Ganigius 


Chas.  M.  Page 
John  Fulton 
Jacoh  Holhy 
Jno.  P.  Earhart    . 
John  Gray 
J.  P.  D.  Fenton 
George  Yanderslear 
Wm,  Clark 
Andrew  Leiss 
M.  G.  Ferguson 
Edward  Hurst 
Bobt.  Wescott 
C.  J.  Wolbert 
Bichd.  Tichenor 
Amos  Holahan 
Daniel  Shaip 
John  Paisley 
Bohert  Cristie 
Mich.  Arthur 
Joseph  Council 
John  Hunter 
Jacob  J.  Freydex 
Bobert  L.  Longhead 
William  Simpson 
Michael  Donahower 
Joseph  Yuyu 
George  Eckenroth 
Jno.  Prentiss 


No.  2. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentaiives  of  the  United 

States  o/Jmerica  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland , 
respectfully  showeth  :  That,  apprised  by  the  published  proceedings  of 
your  honorable  bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national  legislature 
had  at  the  last  session  been  given  to  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 
to  be  repaid  a  sum  of  money  which  by  the  operation  of  the  Florida 
treaty  was  withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  they  beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted  briefly  to  con- 
vey the  impressions  entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting  subject; 
to  uphold  by  their  united  testimony  a  worthy  fellow-citizen,  and  to  offer 
their  petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may  be  adopted 
equally  compatible,  as  they  think,  with  the  prudence  and  honor  of  the 
nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father,  during  his  life,  was  distinguished 
as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen  of  irreproachable 
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character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  absent,  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his  country,  never 
ceased  to  possess  our  esteem ;  and  now,  after  his  return  home  with  a  nu- 
merous family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the  whole  American 
people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued  residence  in  the 
United  States  for  several  years^  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in 
every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  con- 
fidence and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Richard  W.  Meade  is  to  the  juaticey  not  to  the 
generosity^  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom ;  and,  after  a  series 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 

Glitical  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
ay,  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  binding 
operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States,  by  the  fifth  clause  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty y  ratified  in 
Senate,  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  exonerated 
8pain  ;  appropriating,  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  pri- 
vate estate  as  part  of  the  price  ^iven  for  the  Fioridas  ;  and  assuming, 
conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  constitution,  as  well  as  to 
immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing,  fully  to  compensate  the  indi- 
vidual whose  property  had  thus  been  ie^en,  without  his  consent,  for 
public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no  longer  liable, 
and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  country  as  the  party 
who  by  compact  released  hery  and  thereby  undertook  to  satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become  bur- 
densome to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  as- 
sertion of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  obtain  reim- 
bursement from  the  ftmd  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the  Florida  treaty 
to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of  American  claimants 
on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  distribution  was  confided, 
formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity  of  his  demand  ;  its  con- 
clusiveness as  respects  the  original  debtor,  Spain  ;  its  being  embraced, 
{intentionally J  according  to  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary 
of  State,)  within  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty;  and  the  prompt  and  un- 
ceasing exertions  of  Mr.  Meade,  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  authorities 
and  tribunals  every  species  of  explanatory  evidence  which  the  most 
astute  judges  could  exact.  But  after  postponing  their  decision  until 
within  a  week  of  the  period  when  their  board  was  dissolved,  they  re- 
jected the  claim  altogether,  owing,  avowedly,  to  the  failure  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  (on  which  the  duty  had  devolved  by 
the  treaty,  and  who  had,  through  their  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr. 
Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it)  to  procure  from  Spain  the  docu- 
ments and  papers  proved  to  be  in  her  archives,  and,  as  was  thought, 
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necessary  to  deyelop  and  establish  the  items  of  the  aggregate  stated  ia 
the  solemn  statement  and  recognition  already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain  ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys  in  the 
purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory  ;  he  has  been  denied 
any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund ;  and  yet  that  he  ever,  directly  or 
iudirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected,  the  rights  of  which  he  is 
thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  uncontrollable 
proceedings  of  two  governments^  has  not,  for  one  instant,  been  pre- 
tended by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation  or  relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies.  And  were  it  just  to  expect 
from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the  vast  con- 
cerns of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotion  to  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  member  thoroughly 
to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  Difficult,  however,  as  it  is  in  any 
instance  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the  investigating 
habits  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  it  becomes 
almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circumstanced  like  that  of 
Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal  questions,  complica- 
ted in  character  and  difficult  in  solution  ;  for  its  satisfactory  scrutiny, 
powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence  from  abroad  may  be 
found  necessary ;  and  the  due  protection  of  private  right,  as  well  cm 
a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality  would  seem,  where  so 
much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere  of  final  adjustment.  It 
is  not^  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to  Congress,  a  request  for 
equitcMe  reliefs  or  for  such  remuneration  as  legislative  generosity 
alone  can  bestow  ;  but  it  is  a  direct,  unconditional  demand  of  justice^ 
like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and  settled  before  the  courts 
of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  uncertainty ;  he  invokes  no 
aid  from  liberal  conjecture;  he  does  not  ask  a  reasonable  allowancey  nor 
a  latitude  of  construciiony  but  he  engages  to  maintain  his  case  by  prov- 
ing every  fact  and  establishing  every  principle,  under  all  the  forms 
and  subject  to  all  the  tests  which,  in  the  severest  tribunals  of  the 
country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend  the  possession  of 
property. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
so  formidable  an  opponent,  before  judges  who  have  certainly  mani- 
fested no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintaining 
the  public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal;  confident  that  his  cause 
is  just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  investigated 
in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  that,  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  exparte;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to  whom 
laborious  reflection  and  honest  judgment  are  familiar,  would  relieve 
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your  honorable  bodies  from  tbe  discharge  of  a  troublesome  and  delicate 
dutj)  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  ordt/j  and  (what  is  an 
equally  legitimate  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America  an  assurance 
that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically  to  recognize 
the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  application 
of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  definite  and 
effectnal  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore,  the  earnest 
petition  of  the  undersigned. 


Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroll  ton 

Bobert  Oliver 

R.  L.  Colt 

Bobert  Gilmor 

Tho.  Elliott 

Wm.  Lor  man 

Sam'l  Hoffman 

Thos.  Tenant 

Solomon  Etting 

James  Abercrombie,  jun'r 

Charles  Tiernan 

T.  W.  Somerville 

Isaac  Myers 

Jno.  Bradford 

Wilson  Worthington 

W.  E.  Coale 

Joe.  T.  Tompkins 

S.  Sterrett 

John  Reese 

Isaac  Phillips 

Wm.  Reynolds 

Alex'r  Millar 

Jacob  Brandt 

BenJ.  N.  Hodges 

Redmond  Grace 

C.  P.  Hardesty 

Thos.  Marques 

James  Cox 

Ers.  Piper 

G.  Emory 

James  A.  Sangston 

Alex.  Yearly 

John  8.  Gittings 

Stewart  Brown 

Columbus  O'Donnell 

L.  Goodwin 

Richard  Thomas 

Bich'd  Caton 

Geo.  Williams 

Wm.  Dickinson 


Talbot  Jones 

C.  R.  Pearce 
Riggs,  Peabody  &  Co 
Lewis  Wethered 

W.  W.  Taylor 
Jos.  K.  Stapleton 
Luke  Tiernan 
John  Thomas 
Sam'l  0.  Hoffman 
James  Campbell 
Zeb'n  H.  Cook 

D.  Winchester 
A.  J.  Schwartze 
Henry  Thompson 
D.  Williamson,  jr 
Jno.  W.  Wilmer 
George  Kerby 
Geo.  P.  Waters 
James  Cheston 
G.  Watkins 
Philip  T.  Tyson 
Lloyd  Norris 
Jno.  W.  Gwinn 
Hu  Boyl 

Hall  Harrison 
Chas.  F.  Pochon 
Olgood  &  Co. 
Jno.  McKim,  jr 
T.  W.  Brune 
Wm.  E.  Mayhue 
Hugh  McElderry 
R.  Miller,  jr 
Wm.  F.  A.  Murdoch 
P.  Laurenson 
Wm.  Gibson 
P.  E.  Thomas 
W.  H.  Teeman 
A.  J.  Cohen 
Josiah  Bayly 
J.  Meredith 
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B.  B.  Magrader 
Wm.  Magruder 
Jas.  Howard 
£.  DenisoQ 
Q.  Moriston 
B.  W.  Gill 
Hy.  Schroeder,  jr 
Jolin  Gibson 
H.  W.  Evana 
L.  Barney 
Charles  Malloy 
M.  L.  Lapitte,  jr 
Sam'l  Eeysen 
Jos.  Todhnnter 
Wm.  E.  George 

A.  J.  Lewis 
E.  Boggs 

John  G.  Bichards 

B.  Smith 

D.  Williamson 

Wm.  Tyson 

W.  H.  Beatty 

Lot  Ensey 

Wm.  G,  Harrison 

John  Hopkins 

B.  H.  Douglass 

John  S.  Donnell 

Isaac  McEim 

Bob.  Bidden 

Jacob  G.  Davies 

Wm.  McDonald  &  Son 

Henry  Payson  &  Co 

Jas.  BarroU 


Basil  S.  Elder  &  Son 

William  Cooke 

B.  H.  Haws 

Geo.  W.  Waring 

Walter  Muschett 

Jno.  G.  Dorsey 

Nath'l  Pearce 

Jno.  Hoffman 

B.  Gilern  &  Son 

Jacob  Small 

Henry  Orbith 

Wergman  &  Gittings 

S.  Kimball 

John  Y.  L.  McMahon 

G.  N.  Stewart 

Hugh  D.  Ev^ans 

Wm.  W.  Hall 

John  Scott 

Wm.  Frick 

John  Purviance 

W.  G.  D.  Worthington 

Thos.  L.  Emory,  jun'r 

Jno.  Trun 

Sam.  HoUingsworth 

Joseph  King  &  Co 

Nathan  Tylon 

W.  A.  Tucker 

B.  Mezick 

Hall,  Gibson  &  Co 

Jesse  Eichelberger 

Aldridge  Higdon  &  Co 

McEee  &  Brown 

D'Arcy  &  Didier 


No.  3. 

To  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  ascertain  the  full  amonnt 
and  validity  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  renunciations  contained  in  the  said  treaty  extend. 

The  memorial  of  Bichard  W,  Meade  respectfully  shows :  That  your 
memorialist  is  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  as  such 
sojourned  at  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  from  some  time  in  the  year  1800  till  the 
year  1818  ;  that  during  the  time  of  such  his  sojournment  and  resi- 
dence at  Cadiz,  the  Spanish  government  became  indebted  to  him  iu 
very  large  sums  of  money,  on  account  of  very  extensive  supplies  of 

S revisions,  moneys,  and  goods  of  various  kinds,  furnished  by  him  uu- 
er  contracts  with  the  governments  of  Spain,  cr  with  their  agents^ 
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on  public  aooonnt,  principally  daring  the  captivity  of  the  King  in 
France,  and  the  struggle  maintained  by  the  Spanish  nation  ander  the 
goyemment  of  the  cortes,  in  the  cause  of  their  capitive  King,  against 
the  inyasion  and  domination  of  the  French  ;  and  oesides  what  was  so 
dae  him  on  his  personal  and  individual  account,  they  were  largely  in- 
debted to  him  as  agent  for  American  citizens,  on  account  of  cargoes 
sold  to  the  Spanish  government,  or  sold  on  public  account ;  that  in 
the  midst  of  his  attempts  to  have  these  various  claims  adjusted  and 
settled  after  the  restoration  of  the  King,  a  system  of  the  most  cor- 
mpt  and  unprincipled  intrigue  was  set  in  motion  against  him  by 
certain  officers  and  agents  of  the  Spanish  government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extorting  from  him  the  most  unjust  compromises  and  conces- 
sions of  his  rights,  by  means  of  which  intrigues,  and  the  most  wily 
amd  fraudulent  shifts,  devices,  and  pretexts,  he  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  there  detained  in  close  confinement  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  or  thereabout,  to  wit :  from  some  time  in  May,  1816,  till  May, 
1818 ;  and  when,  at  length,  after  repeated  and  frequent  and  pressing 
applications  to  the  Spanish  government,  he  was  released  by  a  royal 
order,  it  was  under  the  most  explicit  acknowledgment,  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  government,  that  his  imprisonment  had  been  altogether 
illegal  and  iniquitous.  Tour  memorialist  lost  no  time,  after  his  en- 
largement^ in  preferring  his  various  claims  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, in  which  he  included  a  claim  of  compensation  for  his  unjust 
imprisonment ;  and,  after  various  procrastinations  on  the  part  of  that 
government,  he  applied,  by  petition,  to  the  Spanish  government, 
some  time  in  December,  1818,  to  have  a  commission  or  junta  ap- 
pointed to  audit  and  settle  his  claims  ;  that  some  time  in  the  course 
of  that  winter  such  a  commission  was  appointed,  pursuant  to  his  re- 
quest, who,  after  the  most  careful  and  minute  examination  into  the 
grounds  of  all  his  claims,  made  a  report,  on  the  30th  September, 

1819,  allowing  his  various  claims,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the 
sum  of  $491,163  33,  which  was  in  terms  admitted  as  a  debt  of  the 
most  meritorious  character,  due  from  the  Spanish  government  to  your 
memorialist.  The  report,  after  having  been  recommitted  to  the  junta 
by  the  minister  of  finance,  accompanied  by  sundry  remarks  of  his 
own,  was  deliberately  reconsidered,  and  confirmed  on  the  15th  No- 
vember, 1819,  and  was  then  submitted  by  the  minister  of  finance  to 
the  revision  of  the  treasurer  general,  and  to  the  comptroller  gen- 
eral of  accounts,  by  whom  it  was  approved,  and  was  then  finally 
ratified  by  the  King.  A  formal  certificate  of  the  report  thus  ratified 
and  confirmed,  reporting  an  ascertained  and  absolute  debt  due  from 
the  Spanish  government  to  your  memorialist  to  the  amount  aforesaid, 
(to  be  paid,  with  interest,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  de- 
partment,) signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  junta,  and  approved  by 
the  minister  of  finance,  by  the  order  and  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
with  the  royal  seal  affixed,  was  then  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
your  memorialist,  in  May,  1820,  by  Mr,  Arguelles,  the  new  minister 
of  finance.  Your  memorialist  would  Ha\  the  attention  of  the  com- 
missioners to  the  fact  that,  in  the  interval  between  the  report  of  the 
junta  on  the  30th  September,  1819,  and  its  final  ratification  in  May, 

1820,  the  new  revolution  in  the  government  of  Spain  had  been  ef- 
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footed ;  by  which  the  functioiis  of  the  cortes  had  been  restored,  and 
the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  King  considerably  modified  and 
limited,  so  that  his  debt  has  been  conclusively  ascertained  and  ac- 
knowledged by  competent  and  concurring  authorities  under  both  ad- 
ministrations. Your  petitioner,  therefore,  presumes  it  will  be  unne- 
cessary to  enter  into  any  detailed  explanations  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  contracts  by  which  the  debt  was  created,  or  of  the  circum- 
stances upon  which  certain  damages,  included  in  the  sum  total,  were 
awarded  to  him,  deeming  it  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  documentary  evi- 
dence of  the  said  debt,  as  manifested  by  the  said  certificate  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Spanish  authorities,  in  which  the  various  heads  of  his 
claims  as  allowed  are  recapitulated,  which  document,  verified  and  es- 
tablished by  all  the  highest  sanctions  and  solemnities  known  to  the 
Spanish  laws,  he  here  produces,  annexed  to  this  memorial  as  forming 
a  part  thereof ;  and  to  that  he  prays  that  particular  reference  may  be 
had  for  a  fuller  and  better  understanding  of  what  is  herein  alleged 
concerning  the  same.  The  only  part  of  the  claims  admitted  by  that 
document,  concerning  which  it  is  deemed  material  for  your  memorial- 
ist to  be  more  particular,  is  that  which  has  been  allowed  in  his  capa- 
city of  agent.  With  respect  to  that  portion  of  the  said  debt,  he  states 
that  the  sum  of  $75,179  27  is  for  a  cargo  of  tobacco  shipped  on  board 
the  American  brig  Beynard,  John  Dixon,  master,  owned  by  the 
following  persons,  viz :  James  Thornburn,  George  Bolicoch,  John- 
ston &  Walker,  Jacob  Klein,  Warren  Ashley,  Joseph  Hays,  and  Sol- 
omon Marks,  jr.,  besides  the  claim  of  the  captain,  John  Dixon,  for 
his  charges  as  captain  and  supercargo  for  commissions  and  advances : 
your  memorialist  being  also  interested  in  that  sum  to  the  amount 
(not  yet  ascertained)  of  his  commissions  and  advances  ;  also,  that  the 
8um  of  $42,094  18  was  for  a  bill  or  order  of  the  treasurer  general 
of  Spain,  against  the  treasurer  of  the  customs  of  Cadiz,  for  cost  and 
interest  thereon,  due  for  flour  delivered  by  James  Wardrop  &  Co., 
of  Cadiz,  which  by  a  regular  execution  of  the  competent  tribunals  of 
Spain  was  declared  to  belong  to  John  &  James  Gamble  and  Robert 
Pollard,  which  bill  or  order  was  duly  accepted  but  not  paid.  In  that 
sum  is  also  interested  Mr.  >  Brown,  of  Bichmond,  as  principal  and 
partner  in  the  house  of  James  Wardrop  &  Co.,  in  case  there  should  be 
any  surplus  lefb,  after  paying  the  demands  of  Messrs.  Gamble  and 
Pollard,  and  the  commissioners,  and  the  expenses  of  this  memorialist, 
not  yet  ascertained.  And  your  memorialist  further  shows,  that  the 
said  claims  have  not,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  been  paid  or  satisfied  to 
the  said  respective  claimants  ;  nor  hath  he,  or  the  other  persons  cou- 
cerned,  ever  received  any  such  sum  of  money,  or  other  equivalent^  or 
indemnification  therefor  ;  that  all  of  them,  with  interest,  from  the 
day  of  liquidation,  to  wit:  the  30th  September,  1819,  are  now  justly 
due,  and  that,  in  case  they  are  allowed  by  the  said  commissioners, 
they  Will  belong,  so  far  as  regards  the  said  individual  claims  of  the 
memorialist,  solely  and  absolutely  to  himself;  and,  so  far  as  regards 
the  claims  which  have  been  ascertained  to  him  in  his  representative 
character  of  agent  as  aforesaid,  the  same  will  belong  and  do  belong 
to  the  persons  respectively  before  named,  or  their  assignees,  and  not 
to  his  Knowledge  to  any  other  person^  and  that  the  same  did  so  be- 
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long  when  the  said  claims  respectively  arose ;  that  your  memorialist  is 
now,  and  always  has  been,  from  his  birth,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  time  the  said  claims  respectively  arose,  and  for  a  long  time  be- 
fore and  after,  he  was  domiciled  at  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  and  is  now  domi- 
ciled at  Philadelphia  ;  that  all  the  other  persons  hereinbefore  named 
as  interested  in  certain  parts  and  portions  of  the  said  debt,  were,  as 
this  memorialist  is  credibly  informed,  and  verily  believes,  at  the 
time  the  said  claims  respectively  arose,  and  still  are,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  were  then  and  still  are  domiciled  in  the  State  of: 
Virginia,  except  the'  said  Solomon  Marks,  who,  this  memorialist  has 
nnderstood,  is  now  in  some  part  of  Europe  unknown,  haying  assigned 
his  interest  in  said  claim  to  his  creditors  at  Norfolk,  or  elsewhere, 
who  are  unknown  to  this  memorialist. 

That,  after  tho  date  of  the  convention  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1802,  since  which  date  all  the  said  claims 
have  originated,  and  before  the  signature  of  the  said  treaty  of  the 
22d  February,  1819,  to  wit :  on  or  about  the  18th  of  January,  1819, 
the  memorialist  presented  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
Spain   a  statement  of  the  same,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  a  statement  of  the  said  personal  and  individual 
claims  of  the  memorialist  in  his  own  right  upon  the  said  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  ot  the  United 
States,  was  also  presented  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  after  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802  and  before  the  signa- 
ture of  the  said  treaty,  to  wit :  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  January, 
1819 ;  that  before  the  said  signature,  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  through  their  minister  in  Spain,  officially  solicited,  and  pro- 
moted the  adjustment,  liquidation,  and  settlement  of  the  said  claims 
by  the  Spanish  government,  which  government  proceeding,  according 
to  its  own  approved  forms,  did  accordingly  adjust,  liquidate,  and  set- 
tle the  same,  and  acknowledged  itself,  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1820^ 
to  owe  to  the  memorialist  on  account  of  the  debt  due  to  him  in  his 
own  right  the  sum  of  $373,879  88,  including  therein  a  sum  of 
$73,000  for  his  wrongful  imprisonment  and  the  damages  arising  there- 
from, and  on  account  of  the  debts  due  to  him  as  representative,  or 
agent,  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  $117,273  45,   and  extended,  executed, 
and  delivered  to  the  memorialist,  by  royal  order,  a  certificate  under 
the  hand  of  the  commissioners  and  the  minister  of  finance,  and  the 
royal  seal,  acknowledging  the  said  debts  accordingly. 

That  your  memorialist,  having  been  informed  by  the  Hon.  John 
Q.  Adams,  the  Secretary  of  State*,  and  one  of  the  negotiators  of  the 
said  treaty,  at  a  time  subsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  the  same  and 
before  the  final  ratification  thereof  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  182 1,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  memorialist's  claims  were  embraced  within  the  treaty,  is  advised 
that  this  circumstance,  connected  with  the  release  and  renunciation  to 
the  Spanish  government  contained  in  the  treaty,  gives  him  a  just  and 
valid  claim  to  etitire  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  same,  with  in- 
terest, by  the  United  States,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  obligation 
and  acknowledgment  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  before  the  final 
ratification  of  the  said  treaty  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  so 
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the  memorialist  respectihllj  stated  and  submitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  such  official  disposition  of  the  same  as  he 
might  deem  expedient.  But  the  memorialist  has  at  no  time  person- 
ally abandoned  his  said  claims^  or  any  of  them,  against  the  said  gOY- 
•ernment  of  Spain,  and  the  same  now  continue  in  their  original  vigor 
against  the  Spanish  government,  and  so  he  submits  will  continue  un- 
til actual  payment,  except  so  far  as  they  may  have  been  legally  im- 
paired by  the  public  renunciation  and  discharge  in  the  said  treaty 
contained. 

Thaty  conceiving  himself  entitled  to  apply  to  his  original  debtor  for 
payment  of  the^e  demands,  or  for  direction  to  the  source  from  which 

{layment  might  be  obtained,  the  memorialist,  on  the  14th  day  of  May 
ast,  made  such  application  through  his  agent  in  Madrid,  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  State  of  the  Spanish  government,,  and  on  the  16th  day  of  June 
last  was  officially  advised  by  the  said  Minister  of  State  that  the  said 
claims  were  embraced  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty,  to  which  the 
memorialist  was  referred. 

That,  between  two  great  nations,  one  of  whom  is  unquestionably 
liable  to  the  memorialist  for  the  full  amount  of  the  said  claims,  and 
in  opposition  to  either  of  whom  he  has  nothing  to  sustain  him  but  the 
principles  of  justice  and  the  obligations  of  national  honor,  the  memo- 
rialist trusts  that  his  reference  to  either  will  never  be  considered  by 
the  other  as  an  abandonment  of  his  rights.  Whatever  he  may  do  in 
the  way  of  soliciting  payment,  or  in  preferring  a  claim  to  it,  he  sub- 
mits is  the  result  of  a  necessity  which,  as  an  individual,  he  has  no 
means  to  evade  or  avert ;  and  he  therefore  respectfully  states  that  all 
which  he  now  does,  or  shall  hereafter  do,  in  this  behalf,  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  done,  under  an  explicit  reservation  of  his  rights,  up  to 
the  time  when  he  shall  enter  into  the  full  enjoyment  of  them. 

Being  instructed  by  the  government  of  Spain  that  his  claims  are 
within  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty,  having  received  no  decision  or 
instruction  of  the  American  government  that  they  are  not  so,  and 
conceiving  if  the  said  claims  are  so  embraced  that  the^  just  interpre- 
tation of  the  said  treaty,  and  of  the  obligations  so  assumed  in  conse- 
quence thereof  by  the  United  States,  will  give  the  memorialist  the  full 
and  entire  payment  of  his  demands,  he  accordingly  submits  the  said 
claims  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  constituted  under  the  said  treaty, 
and  prays  to  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  any  further  evidence 
that  may  be  required  in  support  thereof. 

Tour  memorialist,  by  way  of  explaining  more  at  large  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  protests  against  being  concluded  either  by  the  treaty, 
or  by  any  claim  which  he  may  set  up  under  the  treaty,  from  asserting 
and  pursuing  his  original  claims,  or  of  adopting  either  alternative  in 
the  assertion  and  pursuit  of  them,  as  against  the  government  of  Spain 
or  that  of  the  United  States,  prays  that  particular  reference  may  be 
had  to  his  memorial  dated  on  the  8th  of  February,  1821,  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  before  the  final  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  and  by  the  President  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  samef 
time  the  treaty  was  presented  for  ratification  ;  also  to  his  second  me- 
morial after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  addressed  to  both  houses  of 
Congress  during  the  last  session.     From  the  facts  and  reasons  ad- 
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vanced  in  those  two  memorials,  and  from  snch  other  facts  and  reasons  as 
he  reseryes  to  himself  the  right  of  bringing  forward  hereafter,  he  hopes  to 
have  established  the  following  conclusions  beyond  doubt  or  controversy: 

1.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  jwwer  or 
authority  whatever  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt  due  from  Spain  to 
your  memorialist,  in  any  other  manner,  or  upon  any  other  terms  but 
the  payment  of  the  debt  as  guarantee  of  Spain ;  in  other  words,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  is  per  se  utterly  incompetent  to  exert  its 
jurisdiction  over  the  rights  of  a  creditor  claiming  a  mere  pecuniary 
debt ;  under  the  circumstances  of  the  debt  due  from  Spain  to  your 
memorialist,  differing  so  widely  and  fundamentally  in  all  the  inci- 
dents, qualities,  and  relations  which  may  rightfully  have  subjected 
every  other  of  the  renounced  claims  to  the  action  of  the  treaty-making 
power. 

2.  That,  in  default  of  an  original  and  inherent  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  power  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt,  no  authorty  what- 
soever has,  in  fact,  been  supplied  by  the  agency  or  consent  of  the  cred- 
itor ;  who,  in  point  of  fact,  has  never  committed  his  claim  to  the 
management  or  discretion  of  the  government  any  further  than  to  in- 
voke the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  aid  of  the  claims  and  petitions  of  the  individual  creditors ; 
which  claims  and  petitions,  in  all  instances,  went  the  length  of 
demanding  full  and  complete  satisfaction,  without  being  at  all  in- 
termixed with  the  public  negotiations  and  discussions  between  the 
two  governments  ;  so  that  the  entire  agency  of  the  American  function- 
aries, as  auxiliary  to  individual  demands  and  resources  of  the  creditor, 
was  merely  gratuitous,  and  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  diplomatic  comity. 

3,  That  the  claim  is,  nevertheless,  comprehended  in  the  5th  renun- 
ciation declared  on  the  part  of  the  Qnited  States,  in  virtue  of  which, 
connected  with  the  express  stipulation  in  the  11th  article,  the  United 
States  are  absolutely  and  unconditionally  bound,  in  consideration  of  a 
valuable  equivalent  received  of  Spain,  to  exonerate  her  from  the  debt, 
and  by  that  means  have  interposed  a  bar  to  remedies  otherwise  clear 
and  indisputable,  by  which  the  creditor  might  have  secured  his  debt 
from  the  original  debtor. 

4.  That  by  the  force  and  effect  of  these  stipulations  the  public  faith 
of  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged  equally  to  Spain,  as  the 
debtor,  and  to  your  memorialist  as  the  creditor,  to  discharge  the  debt 
without  defalcation  or  delay,  and  without  reference  to  the  stipulated 
and  limited  fund  provided  by  the  treaty. 

With  the  clear  and  unfaltering  intent  of  adhering  to  these  princi- 
ples in  the  present,  as  well  as  all  future  operations  of  his  claim, 
whether  it  be  advanced  against  the  government  of  Spain,  or  against 
that  of  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  prays  that  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  his  claim,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  officially  decided  and  promulgated  what  provision  is  intended  for 
your  memorialist  by  the  treaty — that  is  to  say  : 

Ist.  Whether  his  claim  be  not  clearly  comprehended  in  the  list  of 
rennnciations  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  9th 
article  of  the  said  treaty. 

2d.  Whether,  being  so  comprehended,  your  memorialist  be  not 
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clearly  entitled  to  a  substantive  and  full  satisfaction  of  his  claim, 
whatever  may  be  the  pro  rata  allowance  to  the  general  mass  of  claim- 
ants out  of  the  specific  fund  provided  by  the  said  treaty. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Washington,  January  6,  1822. 

DiSTRiOT  OP  Columbia,  County  of  Washington^  to  wit : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  6th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
1822,  personally  appeared  Richard  W.  Meade,  the  memorialist  in  the 
foregoing  memorial  named,  before  me,  the  undersigned  justice  of  the 
county  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  in  due  form  that  the  several  allega- 
tions, notices,  and  things  in  the  said  memorial  contained,  so  far  as  the 
same  are  stated  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  are  true  as  stated^  and  as 
far  as  stated  on  the  information  of  others,  he  has  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, and  does  verily  believe,  the  same  to  be  true  as  stated. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  6th  day  of  January,  1822. 

R.  C.  WEIGHTMAN. 


No.  4. 
Supplemental  Memorial. 


To  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  their  memorialist,  Richard  W.  Meade,  submits  the  follow- 
ing remarks  and  proofs  in  regard  to  his  character  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  : 

The  memorialist  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1778,  which 
appears  from  his  certificate  of  baptism  hereto  annexed,  and  from  the 
depositions  of  John  Leamy  and  John  Yaughan,  also  hereto  annexed. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  the  year  1795,  he  went  to  Europe  ; 
travelled  through  England  ;  crossed  over  to  France,  and  after  visiting^ 
various  parts  of  that  country,  spent  about  twelve  months  in  Paris,  and 
returned  to  Philadelphia  during  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  1796. 
In  1797,  he  went  to  the  West  Indies,  and  remaining  about  three  years 
in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  returned  to  Philadelphia.  In  January 
1801,  he  married  his  present  wife,  also  a  native  of  Philadelphia  ;  all 
which  appears  by  the  depositions  of  John  Vaughan,  John  Leamy,  Sam- 
son Levy,  and  Samuel  Mifflin,  hereto  annexed. 

He  continued  in  the  United  States  until  the  year  1803.  Having^ 
been  engaged  in  commerce  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  large  prop- 
erty, belonging  to  himself  and  other  merchants'of  the  city,  was  de- 
tained from  them  at  Buenos  Ayres  by  a  Spanish  merchant  of  that 
place  ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  permission  from  Spain  to  go  out  to 
Buenos  Ayres  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  property,  the  me- 
morialist Tvent  from  Philadelphia  to  Spain,  where  he  landed  in  1804, 
in  the  month  of  January.  He  remained  near  six  months  at  Madrid, 
vainly  endeavoring  to  procure  the  permission  he  solicited.  He  then 
went  to  Cadiz,  when  he  engaged  a  Danish  house  to  look  after  the 
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property  in  question,  and  employed  himself  in  that  city  as  an  Amer- 
ican commission  merchant.  He  was  registered  from  the  day  of  his 
arrival  in  Spain,  upon  the  consular  hooks  of  the  American  consul  at 
Cadiz,  as  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

When  he  entered  into  husiness  at  Cadiz,  he  avowed  his  character  of 
an  American  merchant  and  citizen  open  and  publicly,  aj^d  never 
changed  it  in  any  particular  until  he  left  Spain  to  return  to  tne  United 
States.  In  confirmation  of  all  which  he  refers  to  the  depositions  of 
John  Leamy,  John  Vaughan,  Boht.  Adams^  and  Samuel  Mifflin,  hereto 
annexed,  and  to  the  consular  certificate  of  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
dated  on  the  13th  of  January,  1816,  also  hereto  annexed. 

When  the  memorialist  departed  from  the  United  States  for  Spain, 
he  left  his  wife  and  two  children  in  Philadelphia,  who  joined  him  in 
Spain  about  a  year  afterwards. 

In  July,  1806,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment of  the  United  States,  agent  for  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  port  of  Cadiz,  as  appears  by  a  copy  of  the  honorable 
secretary's  letter  of  the  19th  of  July^  1806,  hereto  annexed,  the  origi- 
nal of  which  is  ready  to  be  produced  ;  and  he  continued  to  hold  this 
post  and  discharge  its  duties  faithfully,  and  to  the  approbation  of  his 
government,  until  his  imprisonment  in  the  month  of  May,  1816. 

In  the  year  1810,  the  memorialist's  wife,  and  all  their  children,  re- 
turned to  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
the  major  part  of  his  children  have  uninterruptedly  resided  in  that 
city. 

The  memorialist  was  a  holder  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia from  the  year  1810,  to  the  present  time,  and  paid  taxes  for  it  to 
the  State,  and  to  the  United  States,  as  appears  from  the  depositions  of 
John  Vaughan,  John  Leamy,  and  John  L.  Furey,  hereto  annexed. 

In  the  year  1812,  the  memorialist's  wife  and  two  children  joined 
him  a  second  time  in  Cadiz,  leaving  four  children  in  Philadelphia  ; 
and  in  1817,  she  returned  to  Philadelphia  with  all  the  children  not 
previously  left  there,  since  which  time  Mrs.  Meade  and  her  children 
nave  resided  in  that  city,  which  appears  from  the  depositions  of  John 
Yanghan,  John  Leamy,  Robert  Adams,  Samson  Levy,  Richard  Bobi- 
nett,  hereto  annexed. 

The  memorialist  was  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  tribunal  of  war, 
on  the  2d  of  May,  1816  ;  he  continued  in  imprisonment  until  the  5th 
of  May,  1818  ;  immediately  after  his  release  he  proceeded  to  Madrid 
to  obtain  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  government  of  Spain^ 
and  as  soon  as  that  was  efiected,  he  returned  to  his  family  in  the  United 
States  in  August,  1820,  and  has  ever  since  resided  with  them  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

From  the  time  of  his  birth  to  the  present  day,  the  memorialist  has 
never,  by  word  or  deed  of  any  kind,  renounce  his  rights  and  obli- 
gations as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  obtained,  acquired,  or  in- 
curred those  of  a  citizen  or  subject  of  any  other  country;  and  this,  be- 
cause his  open  and  declared  intention  while  abroad  was  to  preserve  his 
American  citizenship  in  full  vigor,  and  because  by  the  laws  of  Spain, 
the  only  foreign  country  in  which  he  ever  remained  for  any  ^reat 
length  of  time^  his  acts  and  declarations  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
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beooine  or  be  accounted  a  subject  of  that  country,  as  will  be  hereafter 
stated  and  shown. 

The  memorialist  was,  as  he  has  already  mentioned,  registered  upon 
the  books  of  the  American  consul  at  Cadiz,*  and  was  universally  ac- 
counted and  received  as  an  American  merchant,  professing  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  his  own  country  and  government,  and  performing  in 
both  his  public  character  of  navy  agent,  and  his  private  character  as 
American  citizen  and  merchant,  all  the  good  offices  to  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  countrymen  that  were  in  his  power.  To  this  effect  is  the 
certificate  of  the  American  consul  at  Cadiz  hereto  annexed,  and  already 
referred  to. 

He  never  took  any  oath  of  allegiance,  fidelity,  or  adherence  to 
any  foreign  Prince^  potentate,  State,  nation,  or  people  whatever. 

He  never  accepted  or  received  any  privilege  of  any  kind  from  Spain 
or  the  Spanish  nation,  except  such  as  was  equally  imparted  to  all  for- 
eigners in  the  country. 

He  was  never  allowed  in  Spain  to  hold  real  estate,  or  ships,  or  to 
trade  in  his  own  name  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  in  Spanish  vessels ; 
but  was  uniformly  and  constantly  accounted  a  transeunte  or  sojourner, 
and  not  avecindado,  or  a  denizen,  a  distinction  hereafter  adverted  to. 

In  consequence  of  services  rendered  to  the  Spanish  nation,  the  cortes 
of  Spain,  assembled  in  Cadiz  in  1811  and  1812,  voluntarily  offered  to 
confer  on  the  memorialist  the  character  of  a  Spanish  citizen,  with  all 
the  privileges  incident  to  it ;  but  the  memorialist  publicly  declined 
accepting  the  offer,  stating  that,  while  he  was  grateful  for  this  mark 
of  approbation,  nothing  could  induce  him  to  renounce  his  character  of 
an  American  citizen ;  and  this  more  particularly  appears  from  the 
depositions  of  Richard  Robinett  and  James  W.  Murray,  hereto- 
annexed.  ' 

On  the  return  of  Ferdinand  VII  to  the  throne  of  Spain  in  1814,  a 
general  order  was  issued,  suspending  all  payments  of  every  descrip- 
tion for  debts  contracted  by  the  governments  of  Spain  up  to  the  date 
^of  the  King's  return.  Against  this  order  the  memorialist,  with  others, 
remonstrated  to  the  Spanish  crown,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were 
foreignerSy  and  ought  not  to  be  embraced  by  the  order.  The  Minister 
of  Finance  called  for  proofs  of  the  fact,  and  the  reports  or  opinions  of 
the  proper  officers  of  the  government,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  furnished,  including  the  fact  of  his  being  constantly  registered 
on  the  books  of  the  American  consul,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  cortes 
before  mentioned.  On  a  report  being  made  to  the  King,  a  royal  order 
was  issned  on  the  9th  of  September,  1^16,  confirming  the  contracts 
made  with  the  memorialist,  excepting  from  the  general  decree  of  sus- 
pension all  sums  due  to  him,  and  ordering  him  to  be  paid  in  conse- 
quence, as  the  order  expressly  says  '^  of  his  being  a  foreigner,  and  of 
course  not  properly  included  within  an  order  which  was  intended  solely 
for  tho  citizens  and  subjects  of  Spain." 

This  result  was  indispensable  in  consequence  of  the  existing  laws 
of  Spain,  by  which  the  memorialist  could  be  regarded  only  as  a  for- 
eigner sojourning  in  the  country. 

By  a  royal  order  of  Charles  IV,  dated  14th  of  July,  1791,  to  be 
found  in  the  3d  volume  of  La  Novimma  BecopUacion  de  Leyes  de 
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Espana^  page  170,  edition  of  1805,  it  was  commanded  that  an  exami- 
nation should  be  made  whether  a  former  order  had  been  executed^  re- 
quiring a  matriculation  of  all  foreigners  in  the  kingdom,  distinguish- 
ing between  those  which  the  order  denominates  transeunkea,  and  those 
who  were  domiciliadoSj  and  noting  their  names,  country,  religion,  and 
calling  ;  and  in  case  it  should  be  found  that  the  matriculation  had  not 
been  made  in  all  the  particulars  required,  that  it  should  be  proceeded 
in  and  completed  in  all  points,  returning  to  the  council  of  the  King, 
as  progress  should  be  made,  the  number  of  foreigners  in  each  district, 
distinguishing  between  avecindados  and  transeuntes,  their  nations, 
business,  and  the  motives  of  their  residence.  Tbat  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  several  foreigners  should  be  according  to  their  quali- 
fications of  avecindados  or  transeuntes ;  that  the  avecindados  must  be 
Catholics,  having  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  kingdom  and  the 
sovereign,  renouncing  every  privilege  of  a  foreigner,  and  all  relation 
to,  union  with,  or  dependence  upon,  the  country  of  their  birth,  and 
promising  not  to  claim  its  protection,  nor  that  of  its  ambassadors, 
ministers,  or  consuls,  under  pain  of  the  galleys,  &c.  All  others  were 
of  course  '*  transeuntes/*  or  regarded  as  sojourners,  depending  for  their 
continuance  in  the  country  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  and  not 
enjoying  during  their  residence  the  privilige  of  the  ^^  avectWaeio^/' 
The  *^  DomicUiado"  by  the  laws  of  Spain  is  the  ^^  avecindado/'  he 
who  haa  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  is  in  fact  naturalized ;  one 
who,  according  to  the  form  of  oath  prescribed  by  the  royal  instructions 
for  the  execution  of  the  order  before  mentioned,  wishes  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  the  King,  "gtwere  ser  su  vassaUo,*'  3  Nova.  Becop.  p.  172. 
The  refusal  to  take  this  oath,  and  the  registry  on  the  books  of  the 
American  consulate  at  Cadiz,  distinguished  the  memorialist  as  a 
**  transeunte."  And  this  character  entirely  suited  the  purpose  and 
intention  with  which  the  memorialist  resided  in  Spain,  which  were 
with  a  view  to  the  benefits  of  trade,  with  a  fixed  determination  never 
to  renounce  or  abandon  his  country ;  but,  after  a  temporary  abode 
abroad,  to  return  to  it,  there  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

In  confirmation  of  this  succinct  statement  of  his  case,  he  refers  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Spanish  crown,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  liberating 
him  from  imprisonment,  in  which  he  is  described  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed.  He  refers  also  to  a 
certificate  of  the  27th  of  July,  1818,  by  two  distinguished  members  of 
the  Supreme  Junta,  established  for  the  government  and  defence  of 
Cadiz,  then  dissolved,  in  which  the  same  character  is  attributed  to 
him,  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  hereto  annexed.  He  refers  to  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  22d  of  June,  1819,  by  many  of  the  most  eminent  mer- 
chants at  Cadiz,  in  which  the  same  character  is  absorbed  to  him,  and 
of  which  a  copy  is  also  hereto  annexed.  He  refers  to  the  report  made 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  24th  of  March,  1818,  and 
the  report  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1818,  in  both  of  which  he  is  stated  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  the  protection  of  the  United  States 
declared  to  be  due  to  him.  Finally,  he  refers  to  the  correspondence 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  their  minister  in 
Spain,  and  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Madrid,  to  show  that  it  was  in 
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the  character  of  an  American  citizen,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his 
country,  that  his  liberty  was  claimed,  his  accounts  settled,  and  the 
balance  which  he  now  claims  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him. 

Without  intending  to  discuss  any  principle  of  law  in  this  state- 
ment, which  is  designed  merely  to  submit  his  proofs  on  the  point  in 
question  to  the  commissioners,  he  hopes  to  be  excused  for  citing  in 
conclusion  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
as  delivered  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  the  case  of  Murray  against  the 
Charming  Betsy,  in  2  Cranch,  120  :  '^  The  American  citizen  who  goes 
into  a  foreign  country,  although  he  owes  local  and  temporary  allegi- 
ance to  that  country,  is  yet,  if  he  perform  no  other  act  of  changing  his 
condition,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  our  government ;  and  if,  with- 
out the  violation  of  any  municipal  law,  he  should  be  oppressed  un- 
justly, he  would  have  a  right  to  claim  that  protection,  and  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  American  government  in  his  favor  would  be  considered 
a  justifiable  interposition.  But  his  situation  is  completely  changed 
when  by  his  own  act  he  has  made  himself  the  subject  of  a  foreign  power. 
Although  this  act  may  not  be  sufficient  to  rescue  him  from  punish- 
ment for  any  crime  committed  against  the  United  States,  a  point  not 
intended  to  be  decided,  yet  it  certainly  places  him  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States,  while  within  the  territory  of  the  sovereign 
to  whom  he  has  sworn  allegiance.** 

For  the  truth  of  all  the  facts  in  this  statement,  the  memorialist 
pledges  himself  by  his  solemn  oath.  For  such  as  are  susceptible  of 
parol  proof  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  he  refers  to  the  depositions 
already  mentioned,  and  those  of  Thomas  T,  Whart  >n,  George  W.  Er- 
ving,  James  Latimer,  Henry  Toland,  and  James  W.  Murray,  hereto 
annexed,  as  well  as  to  such  documents  as  are  within  his  power,  also 
hereto  annexed.  And  he  prays  the  commissioners,  in  case  the  origi- 
nals of  any  documents  of  public  acts  in  Spain  should  be  wanted^  where 
he  has  only  annexed  copies,  or  in  case  any  other  documents  are  wanted 
to  elucidate  his  claim,  to  call  for  them  from  the  Spanish  government, 
according  to  the  provision  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, this  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

ROBERT  WHARTON, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  John  Leamy,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before  Francis 
HopkinsoQ,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania : 
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The  said  John  Leamy,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  coming  from  Europe 
particularly  recommended  to  George  Meade,  esq.,  late  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  now  deceased,  he  hecame  intimately  ac- 
quainted in  the  family  of  the  said  George  Meade,  during  the  winter  of 
1779-80,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  all  that  gentle- 
man's children,  and  among  them  the  present  Bichard  W.  Meade, 
esq.,  then  a  child  about  eighteen  months  or  two  years  old,  who,  as 
the  deponent  understood  from  his  parents,  had  been  born  in  Chester 
county,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whither  they  had  been  obliged  to  fly 
on  the  British  army  coming  into  Philadelphia ;  that  this  deponent 
knew  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  for  several  years  after,  while  he 
was.  going  to  school,  being  in  the  constant  practice  of  visiting  at  his 
father's  dwelling  or  counting-house,  weekly,  and  sometimes  daily ; 
that  this  deponent  knew  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  at  the  time  he 
embarked  for  Europe,  and  on  his  return  in  1796,  at  the  time  of  his 
going  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  and 
upon  his  return  thence  and  establishing  himself  in  business  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  continued  till  the  year  1803,  at  which 
time  he  was  induced  to  go  to  Cadiz  to  look  after  some  valuable  prop- 
erty that  had  been  illegally  detained  at  the  river  La  Plata,  in  the 
case  of  the  American  brig  Bose,  captain  Miller ;  that  this  deponent 
held  a  constant  correspondence  with  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade 
daring  the  whole  time  of  his  absence,  in  the  course  of  which  he  has 
often  stated  to  this  deponent  his  extreme  anxiety  to  wind  up  his 
a&irs  in  Spain,  and  to  return  home  with  his  family  to  sit  down  in 
peace  and  security  in  his  own  native  country.  That  this  deponent 
well  knew  that  Mrs.  Meade  and  children  came  home  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  daid  Bichard  W.  Meade  would  soon  follow  them, 
and  that  Mrs.  Meade  went  to  housekeeping  under  that  impression ; 
but  that  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  being  unavoidably  detained,  Mrs. 
Meade  resolved  to  go  back  to  Cadiz,  leaving  four  children  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  whom  it  was  the  habit  of  this  deponent  to  see  con- 
stantly, and  to  report  their  health,  &c.,  occasionally  in  his  letters  to 
the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade.  The  deponent  further  says,  that  during 
several  years  of  the  absence  of  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade,  he  acted 
here  in  conjunction  with  John  Yaughan,  esq.,  as  agent  for  the  said 
Bichard  ;  that  they  had  charge  of  several  matters  of  important  busi- 
ness for  the  said  Bichard,  relating  to  real  estate,  various  flocks  of 
Merino  sheep  collected  by  him  in  Spain,  and  sent  out  to  this  country 
with  special  orders  to  his  agents  to  take  care  of  them  until  his  return, 
and  other  concerns  here  and  in  difierent  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  sent  out  from  Spain,  from  time  to 
time,  articles  of  household  furniture,  different  parcels  of  wine,  as  well 
from  Cadiz  as  from  Madeira — all  for  his  own  domestic  use — which 
were  deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  the  store  belonging  to  the  said 
Bichard  W.  Meade,,  in  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  were  only 
removed  therefrom  as  wanted,  first  by  Mrs.  Meade,  who  returned  with 
her  children  finally  in  1817,  and  went  to  housekeeping,  and  subse- 
quently by  Mr.  Meade,  after  his  return  in  1820.  And  this  deponent 
further  says,  that  at  this  time  he  is  an  actual  trustee  of  the  Catholic 
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church  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  knows  that 
the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  in  the  year  1810,  through  his  agent, 
Thomas  Ketland,  esq.,  paid  the  snm  of  five  hundred  dollars  as  a  con- 
tribution for  augmenting  the  said  church ;  and  that  from  the  said 
year  1810  to  the  present  time,  he,  the  said  Eichard  W.  Meade,  has 
held  a  pew  in  the  said  church,  in  his  own  right  and  name,  and  has 
paid  the  annual  rent  therefor  regularly  during  his  absence,  through 
his  agent;  and  this  deponent  also  knows  that  the  said  Bichard  has 
held  a  pew,  in  his  own  right  and  name,  in  the  Catholic  church  of  St 
Augustine,  in  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  paid  the  rent 
therefor  during  his  absence,  through  his  agent,  since  the  year  1802. 
And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he  verily  believes  that  it  al- 
ways was  the  intention  of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  to  return  to  his 
native  country  as  soon  as  he  could  wind  up  his  business  abroad  ;  that 
he  never  intimated  to  this  deponent,  verbally  or  in  writing,  that  he 
ever  intended,  at  any  time,  to  assume  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
Spanish  subject,  or  to  forfeit  his  citizenship  in  the  United  States ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  said  Richard  always  gave  the  deponent  to  under- 
stand and  believe  that  he  would  come  back  to  the  United  States  and 
again  set  liimself  down  here  with  his  family. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  Sept.  19,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner, 
I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  John  Leamy  was  taken 
before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  depo- 
nent in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  nineteenth  day  of  September,  A.  D., 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.     [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d*day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1819. 

The  deposition  of  John  Yaughan,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before 
Francis  Hopkinson  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  John  Yaughan,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  came  to  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  year  1782,  and 
was  well  acquainted  from  his  first  arrival  with  George  Meade,  father 
of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  having  been  a  passenger  in  one  of  his 
vessels.  That  the  said  George  Meade  was  an  old  established  merchant, 
and  this  deponent,  having  engaged  in  business  at  Philadelphia,  had 
considerable  mercantile  dealings  with  him,  was  intimate  in  his  family, 
and  knew  his  son  Richard  W.  Meade  Arom  his  early  years.  That 
when  said  Richard  W.  Meade  grew  up  he  commenced  business,  and 
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ia  the  year  1797  or  1798,  went  to  the  West  Indies,  remained  in  busi- 
ness there  for  some  time,  and  returning  in  1800  to  Philadelphia,  be- 
came acquainted  with  Miss  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  But- 
ler, his  present  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1801,  That  this 
deponent  was  as  intimate  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Butler  as  in  that  of 
Mr.  George  Meade,  and  was  consulted  upon  the  occasion  of  the  mar- 
riage. That  in  1803,  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  embarked  for 
Europe,  and  in  the  succeeding  year  his  wife  and  family  followed  him. 
That  Mrs.  Meade  in  1810  returned  to  Philadelphia  with  her  children, 
and  established  herself  in  a  house  which  she  furnished.  That  in 
1811,  this  deponent,  Thomas  Ketland,  and  Edward  Tilghman  became 
trustees  for  certain  property  settled  by  said  Richard  W.  Meade  upon 
his  said  wife^  and  that  in  February,  1812,  Thomas  Ketland,  embarking 
for  Europe,  lefb  this  deponent  and  Edward  Tilghman  trustees  for 
Mrs.  Meade  and  her  children.  That  during  the  same  year  1812,  find- 
ing her  husband  still  and  unexpectedly  detained  in  Spain,  she  broke 
up  housekeeping  and  went  again  to  Cadiz,  leaving  this  deponent  her 
agent  to  receive  the  trust  income,  with  instructions  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
port and  education  of  four  of  her  children  whom  she  left  behind, 
which  payments  were  made  by  this  deponent  until  Mrs.  Meade  came 
back  to  Philadelphia  in  July,  1817,  after  which  time  he  paid  to  her- 
self the  income  of  the  trust  estate.  That  when  Mrs.  Meade  departed 
in  1812,  meaning  to  make  only  a  temporary  stay,  her  furniture  was 
not  sold,  but  leflb  in  store  under  the  care  of  this  deponent,  and  so  re- 
mained till  1817,  when  she  again  went  to  houskeeping  and  received 
the  furniture  from  him.  That  Mrs.  Meade  has  ever  since  resided  in 
Philadelphia;  and  this  deponent  further  says  thatin  1810,  Mr.  Thomas 
Ketland,  who  was  the  agent  and  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Meade,  pur- 
chased for  him  a  valuable  store,  and  occupied  it  as  a  store  and  count- 
ing hoose.  That  when  the  said  Thomas  Ketland  went  to  Europe  in 
1812,  the  said  real  estate  was  put  into  the  hands  of  this  deponent,  as 
agent  for  Mr.  Meade,  and  was  by  him  rented  out  with  the  exception  of 
the  upper  story,  in  which  were  stored  some  wines  for  family  use,  the 
library,  and  furniturre.  That  the  deponent  received  from  Spain  a 
valuable  collection  of  paintings  belonging  to  said  Richard  W.  Meade, 
and  farther  supplies  of  wines  for  his  family  use.  That  the  store  was 
kept  in  repair  and  the  taxes  upon  it  were  paid  by  this  deponent. 
That  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
1820,  when  his  wines  were  put  at  his  disposal;  and  in  1821  the  store 
also  ceased  to  be  under  the  management  of  this  deponent,  and  was  de- 
livered to  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  from  the  year  1812  to  that  of 
1817,  during  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Meade,  this  deponent  paid  the  annual 
rents  of  one  pew  at  St  Augustine's  and  one  at  St  Mary's  Catholic 
chnrches,  that  being  the  religious  pursuasion  of  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  and  one  in  St.  James's,  an  episcopal  church,  for  Mrs.  Meade,  all 
out  of  funds  of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  unconnected  with  the 
trust  fxind. 

And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he  always  understood  that  the 
said  Bichard  W.  Meade  was  detained  in  Cadiz  against  his  will  and  in- 
clination on  account  of  the  state  of  the  times  and  the  property  he  had 
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at  risk,  which  he  wished  to  secure  and  for  two  years  was  kept  by  co- 
ercion owing  to  a  lawsuit  with  the  goyernment. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  September  11,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  John  Yaughan  was  taken 
before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  depo- 
nent in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  11th  day  of  September,  A.  D.^ 
1822,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade^  esq. ,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  of  February,  A.  D.,  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Samson  Levy,  esq.,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Samson  Levy,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  and  all  his  family.  That  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  having  embarked  for  Spain  in  the  year  1803,  left  behind  him 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  followed 
the  succeeding  year.  That  Mrs.  Meade  was  the  daughter  of  Anthony 
Butler,  deceased,  and  was  born  in  the  United  States  ;  and  was  married 
to  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  in  the  city  of  Perth  Amboy,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1801.  That  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade  and  his  family  remained  abroad  at  Cadiz  from  1803  to  1810, 
when  Mrs.  Meade  returned  to  this  country  with  all  her  children,  and 
procuring  furniture  went  to  housekeeping,  expressing  an  expectation 
that  her  husband  would  speedily  follow  her.  That,  upon  finding, 
however,  that  the  said  Richard  continued  in  Spain,  unable  by  business 
to  quit  it,  as  deponent  understood  from  Mrs.  Meade  and  letters  received 
from  Mr.  Meade,  Mrs.  Meade  embarked  again  for  Spain  in  1812, 
leaving  four  children  behind  her  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  remain 
and  be  educated  here,  and  that  she  remained  in  Spain  until  the  year 
1817,  when  coming  home  once  more  she  established  herself  in  house- 
keeping, with  all  her  children,  in  expectation  that  the  said  Richard 
would  soon  also  come  ;  and  that  she  has  from  that  time  to  the  present 
resided  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  That  the  said  Richard  did  not, 
however,  return  to  the  United  States  until  the  year  1820. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that,  having  had  opportunities  to 
see  the  correspondence  of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  while  in  Spain, 
with  the  different  members  of  his  own  family,  he  is  able  to  say  that 
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his  declarations  of  an  intention  and  desire  to  retnrn  to  the  United 
States  asliis  home  and  native  conntry  as  soon  as  he  could  adjust  certain 
matters  of  business  in  Spain,  were  uniform  and  constant;  that  his  deten- 
tion abroad  was  in  consequence  of  unsettled  demands  upon  the  Spanish 
government,  and  of  their  imprisonment  of  his  person,  as  the  deponent 
always  understood  and  firmly  believes  from  the  information  of  his 
family  and  the  correspondence  aforesaid  ;  and  that  neither  this  depo- 
nent nor  any  member  of  the  family  of  the  said  Bichard  ever  had  the 
least  reason  to  believe  that  he  intended  to  renounce  his  American  citi- 
ssenship,  or  to  assume  the  privileges  of  a  Spanish  subject,  to  the  best 
of  this  deponent's  knowledge,  but  on  the  contrary,  they  one  and  all 
felt  a  confident  belief  that  he  would  return  as  early  as  his  affairs 
would  permit  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  reside  there  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

SAMSON  LEVY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  September  IT,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Samson  Levy,  esq.,  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  17th  day  of  September,  1822,  at 
Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Samuel  Mifflin,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Samuel  Mifflin,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  residing 
now,  as  he  has  always  done,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  that  he  has 
been  personally  acquainted  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq., 
ever  since  his  childhood  ;  knew  him  when  in  the  service  of  his  country 
as  a  private  soldier,  on  the  occassion  of  the  military  movement  to  sup* 
press  the  insurrection  in  the  western  counties  of  Pennsy  vania,  during 
the  year  1794,  and  knew  of  his  departure  for  Europe  shortly  after- 
terwards;  of  his  return,  his  subsequent  voyage  to  and  continuance  for 
two  or  more  years  in  the  West  Indies,  and  his  marriage  in  1801,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Butler,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Anthony  Butler,  esq.^ 
deceased.  This  deponent  perfectly  well  recollects  that  the  said  Ricbard 
W.  Meade  went  to  Spain,  in  the  year  1803,  with  the  view  of  going 
thence  to  Buenos  Ayres,  to  look  after  the  property  of  the  brig  Rose^ 
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Captain  Miller,  detained  at  that  place :  that  this  deponent  at  several 
subsequent  periods  visited  Spain,  while  Mr.  Meade  wm  at  Cadiz,  and 
had  daily  opportunities  of  seeing  him,  the  said  Mr.  Meade  being  then 
the  agent,  and  managing  the  business  of  this  deponent ;  that  the  said 
Mr.  Meade  uniformly  and  openly  professed  himself  an  American  citi- 
zen, at  all  times,  and  in  all  situations  ;  and  did  not,  as  this  deponent 
perfectly  knows^  possess  the  privileges  of  a  Spanish  citizen  or  subject ; 
this  deponent  has  often  heard  the  verbal  declarations  of  Mr.  Meade, 
openly  and  unequivocally  made,  of  his  fixed  intention  to  return  to  his 
native  country  ;  and  this  deponent  in   addition  says,  that  while  he 
was  at  Malta,  in  the  year  1810,  he  received  a  letter  from  and  in  the 
handwriting  of  Mr.  Meade^  dated  at  Cadiz,  4th  November,  1810,  in 
which  was  contained,  among  others,  the  following  relative  to  the  in- 
tention of  said  Meade  to  return  to  the  United  States  :  ^'  If  you  intend 
doing  anything  with  me,  you  must  make  haste,  as  I  shall  certainly  go 
to  the  United  States  the  last  of  the  year  1811  ;  communicate  this  to 
Messrs.  Chabot  &*Allen,  and  to  let  me  know  about  the  cotton,  &c.;" 
and  this  deponent  while  in  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  1815,  re- 
ceived another  letter,  and  in  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  dated  at  Cadiz,  31st  December,  1815,  in  which  was  contained, 
among  other  matters,  the  followiug  :  ^'  On  my  arrival  here  I  had  de- 
termined to  close  my  affairs  and  leave  the  country.     I,  however,  met 
with  Mr.  Catlicart,  anil  was  induced  to  enter  into  the  arrangement 
which  is  announced  in  the  annexed  circular,  to  which  I  refer  you. 
One  principal  article  of  the  agreement  is,  that  I  am  to  reside  in 
America,  and,  so  soon  as  I  can  close  my  old  affairs,  I  intend  to  return 
to  Madrid,  to  make  a  last  effort  to  close  my  affairs,  from  thence  go  to 
England,  and  home  to  Philadelphia,  when  I  hope  to  meet  you  in  the 
close  of  the  year;"  and  that  this  deponent,  while  in  Philadelphia, 
during  the  year  1817,  received  another  letter  from  and  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  dated  Cadiz,  15th  June,  1817, 
in  which  was  contained  among  other  things  the  following  :    ''  Mrs. 
Meade  and  iamily  return  to  America  ;  would  to  G-od  I  could  accom- 

fany  them  !  but  that  is  impossible.  So  soon  as  I  can  get  my  liberty 
shall  go  to  Madrid,  to  endeavor  to  recover  part  of  the  heavy  sums 
yet  due  me,  and  my  return  must  depend  upon  what  I  can  do  :"  and 
this  deponent  verily  and  firmly  believes,  that  the  protracted  residence 
of  Mr.  Meade  in  Spain,  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  being  indebted  to  him  in  large  sums  of  money, 
and  from  the  necessity  of  continual  and  personal  applications  in  order 
to  procure  settlements  or  payments  ;  and  this  deponent  further  says, 
that  he  distinctly  recollects,  as  a  matter  of  notoriety  and  common  con- 
versation in  Cadiz,  1812,  the  fact  that  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade 
had  openly  declined  receiving  from  the  cortes  of  Spain  the  character 
and  rights  of  a  Spanish  subject  or  citizen,  then  offered  to  him  by  that 
body  in  gratitude  for  the  extraordinary  services  he  had  rendered  the 
country  during  its  invasion  by  the  Emperor  of  France,  declaring 
that  no  inducement  should  prevail  upon  him  to  forfeit  his  riehts  as  an 
American  citizen,  and  which  he  had  constantly  asserted  in  all  his  con- 


BICHABD  W.  MEADE.  239 

tests  with  the  government  of  Spain,  as  will  appear  by  his  various 
printed  representations  at  that  period. 

SAMUEL  MIFFLINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  September  13,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commiaaumer. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Samuel  Mifflin  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  thirteenth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the"  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded at  Washington,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Robert  Adams,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits,  by  the  circuit  courf  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Robert  Adams,  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  doth  depose  and 
say,  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  has  been 
80  for  twenty-two  years  past ;  that  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  was 
established  in  mercantile  business  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  prior 
to  the  year  1797,  at  which  time  he  went  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
there  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1800  ;  that  this  depo- 
nent had  frequent  mercantile  dealings  in  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia 
with  the  said, Richard  W.  Meade,  between  the  years  1800  and  1803  ; 
and  that  in  1803  the  said  Richard  embarked  for  Spain,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain permission  from  the  Spanish  government  to  go  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
at  which  port  certain  goods  and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  said 
Richard,  and  others,  had  been  unjustly  detained  as  this  deponent  be- 
lieves; that  subsequently  and  particularly  during  the  years  1803,  '4,  '5, 
and  '6,  this  deponent  was  in  the  habit  of  corresponding  with  the  said 
Richard,  and  frequently  received  from  him  letters,  dated  at  Cadiz,  in 
Spain,  containing  expressions  of  his  continued  intention  to  return  to 
the  United  States,  his  home  and  native  country ;  and  this  deponent 
further  says,  that  being  well  acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  said 
Richard,  he  knows  that  upon  his  leaving  the  United  States  for  Spain 
in  1803,  he  left  behind  him  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  did  not 
follow  him  jintil  the  year  after;  that  in  1810  Mrs.  Meade  and  children 
returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  remained  until  the  year  1812,  when, 
embarking  for  Cadiz  again  and  leaving  four  of  her  children  behind 
her,  she  did  not  come  back  to  the  United  States  until  1817;  in  that 
year,  however,  she  and  all  her  children  re-established  themselves  in 
.  Philadelphia,  and  she  has  so  continued  ever  since  ;  that  he,  the  said 


240  RICHARD  W.   MEADE. 

Eichard  W.  Meade,  although  long  before  expected,  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1820. 

ROBERT  ADAM^. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  September  23,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commiasioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Robert  Adams  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-third  day  of  September^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain;  concluded 
at  Washington,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  John  S.  Furey ,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  before  Francis 
Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  John  S.  Furey,  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  doth  depose  and 
say,  that  he  has  been  collector  of  city  taxes  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  Dock  and  Locust  wards  of  said  city,  ever  since  the  year 
1817  ;  that  from  the  year  1817,  inclusive,  to  this  present  year,  1822, 
he  has  regularly  and  annually  collected  certain  taxes  assessed  upon 
Teal  estate  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  in  Dock  ward  ;  that  the  said 
real  estate  consists  of  one  large  storehouse  and  lot  in  Dock  street ; 
that  the  amount  of  the  annual  tax,  between  thirteen  and  twenty  del* 
lars,  was  paid  to  this  deponent  by  the  agent  of  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  esq.,  namely:  by  John  Yaughan,  esq.,  except  that  of  the 
year  1821,  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  Meade  himself. 

JOHN  S.  FUREY,  Ooaectar. 

• 

Affirmed  and  subscribed^  September  6, 1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commisaianer. 

I  do  cei  tify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  John  S.  Furey 'was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  sixth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 
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In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade^  esq.,  depending  he- 
fore  the  honorahle  hoard  of  commissioners  nnder  the  llth  article 
of  the  treaty  hetween  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  con- 
claded  at  Washington,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D,  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Bichard  Bobinett,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com,- 
misioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Bichard  Bobinett,  upon  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^  and  has  known  the  said  Byshard 
W.  Meade  ever  since  the  year  1807  ;  that  during  the  stay  of  the  said 
Bichard  W.  Meade  in  Spain,  this  deponent,  frequently  visiting  Cadiz  on 
mercantile  business,  became  personally  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  at  that  place,  always  making  the  houso 
of  the  said  Bichard  his  home  ;  that  this  deponent  transacted  much 
business  with  the  said  Bichard,  and  enjoyed  frequent  opportunities  of 
friendly  intercourse  with  him ;  that  during  all  the  acquaintance  of 
this  deponent  with  the  said  Bichard  in  Spain  and  elsewhere,  he  never 
had  the  least  reason  given  to  him  by  any  word  or  deed  of  the  said 
Bichard  to  suppose  that  he  intended  at  any  time  or  for  any  purpose  to 
renounce  his  American  citizenship,  or  to  assume  the  privileges  of  a 
Spanish  subject;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  impressed  by  the  fre- 
quent and  open  declarations  of  the  said  Bichard,  with  the  confident 
belief  that  he  intended  to  return  to  his  native  country  as  soon  as  the 
state  of  his  affairs  would  permit ;  and  such,  this  deponent  believes 
was  the  universally  received  opinion  of  the  citizenship  of  the  said 
Bichard  at  Cadiz  where  this  deponent  remained  occasionally  for  dif- 
ferent periods  from  the  year  1807  to  1812. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  while  in  Cadiz  during  the 
years  1811  and  1812,  and  residing  at  the  house  of  the  said  Bichard, 
he  well  remembers  that  a  deputation  from  the  national  cortes  of  Spain 
waited  upon  the  said  Bichard  with  a  request  that  he  should  become  a 
Spanish  citizen,  and  tendered  to  him  the  privileges  attached  to  that 
character,  but  that  the  said  Bichard  politely  declined  the  offer,  stating 
that  he  never  wished  to  be  anything  but  a  citizen  of  his  own  country^ 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  at  the  time,  in  1804,  Mnr. 
Meade  left  the  United  States  for  Spain ;  she  neither  sold  nor  took  with 
her  all  the  furniture  of  her  house,  but  left  many  large,  valuable  fam- 
ily pieces  in  deposit  in  Philadelphia,  for  safe  keeping  until  the  return 
of  herself  and  husband  ;  that  she  did  the  same  when  she  for  the  sec- 
ond time  embarked  for  Spain  in  company  with  this  deponent  and  his 
daughter,  in  1810;  and,  that  the  same  furniture  now  exists  in  the  present 
dwelling  of  the  said  Bichard,  in  Philadelphia,  many  of  the  pieces  of 
the  same  purchased  originally  by  the  said  Bich&rd  in  Paris  in  1795 
and  1796,  and  shipped  to  this  country,  being  of  a  character  too  re- 
markable to  be  mistaken  or  iorgotten ;  that  this  deponent  in  the  year 
1810  brought  from  the  Island  of  Madeira  several  pipes  of  wine,  pur-- 
chafed  there  expressly  for  the  use  of  the  said  Bichara,  which  wine  re- 
mained in  the  upper  loft  of  a  store  belonging  to  the  said  Bichard,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  until  the  return  of  the  said  Bichard  to  this 
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country  in  1820,  when  it  was  removed  to  his  present  residence ;  that 
this  deponent  for  several  years  was  in  the  practice  of  collecting  a 
variety  of  wines  for  the  said  Richard,  sending  them  to  Philadelphia 
and  having  them  stored  in  the  upper  loft  of  the  said  Richard's  store 
in  Dock  street,  of  said  city,  for  his  .own  use ;  and  that  this  deponent 
in  .the  year  1811  was  employed  by  the  said  Richard  to  proceed  from 
Cadiz  to  Lisbon  aiifd  bring  over  to  the  United  States  a  quantity  of 
Merino  sheep  ;  that,  embarking  in  the  ship  the  William  Penn,  he 
brought  with  him  on  his  own  account  and  on  the  account  of  the  said 
Richard,  five  hundred  of  the  said  sheep  ;  that  above  three  hundred  of 
the  same  arrived  safely,  and  have  been  ever  since,  and  are  now,  with 
their  iiicrease,  the  property  of  the  said  Richard,  and  kept  by  him  on 
difierent  farms  in  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

And  this  deponent  further  says^  that  he  verily  believes  that  in  the 
year  1810  the  said  Richard  did  more  mercantile  business  than  all  the 
other  merchants,  both  foreign  and  Spanish,  in  the  city  of  Cadiz,  ex- 
cept with  the  Spanish  colonies^  to  the  ports  of  which  he  could  not 
trade  in  his  own  name,  to  do  so  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Spain, 
unless  by  virtue  of  a  royal  license,  which  the  said  Richard  never  pos- 
sessed, except  for  one  vessel  chartered  and  sent  by  him  to  La  Vera 
Cruz  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  taken  by  him  from 
the  Spanish  government  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  said^vessel  being  called  the  Little  Charlotte,  and  sailing  under 
the  British  flag. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  the  son  of  this  deponent  hav- 
ing been  brought  up  by  the  said  Richard,  living  at  Cadiz  in  the  fam- 
ilv  of  the  said  Richard  for  about  seven  years,  and  this  deponent  being 
himself  conversant  with  most  of  the  projects  and  designs  of  the  said 
Richard,  he  feels  well  assured  that  nothing  detained  the  said  Richard 
in  Spain  after  the  year  1812,  bat  his  unfortunate  and  complicated  con- 
cerns with  the  government  of  that  country,  by  which  this  deponent  is 
confident  that  the  said  Richard  lost  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars ;  that  the  said  Richard,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent, 
never  possessed  the  privileges  of  a  Spanish  suoject  or  citizen,  but 
always  was,  what  he  still  believes  him  to  be,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

RICHARD  ROBINETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed^  September  18,  1822,  before  me. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Ocmmisaumer. 

1  do  certify  that  the  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Richard  Robinett 
was  taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take 
affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and 
subscribed  by  the  deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  eighteenth  day  of  September, 
A.  D.,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 
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In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esquire,  depending  be- 
fore the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1819. 

The  deposition  of  James  W.  Murray,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before 
Francis  Mopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com* 
missioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  James  W.  Murray  on  his  solemn  affirmation  doth  depose 
and  say,  that  he  became  acquainted  with  Richard  W.  Meade  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  at  Cadiz  in  Spain  ; 
that  he,  the  deponent,  occasionally  visited  in  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade's  family,  and  corresponded  with  him  from  that  time  till  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1816,  when  he  left  Spain  to  return  to  the  United 
States;  that  in  various  conversations  with  Mr.  Meade,  he  always 
spoke  of  himself  as  an  American  citizen  ;  that  Mr.  Meade  was  gene- 
rally considered  and  reputed  by  the  Americans  resident  in  Cadiz  to 
be  an  American  citizen,  and  also  by  a  number  of  Spaniards  whom  the 
deponent  has  heard  speak  of  him  as  such.^    The  deponent  further  says, 
that  whilst  in  Spain  be  saw  papers  written  and  printed  relating  to 
affairs  of  Mr.  Meade  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to  disputes 
with  the  Spanish  Regency,  in  which  Mr.  Meade  was  spoken  of  as  a 
citizen  of  tne  United  States ;  that  in  a  memorial  of  Mr,  Meade's  to 
the  Spanish  cortes,  among  the  papers  referred  to  above,  the  said  Mr. 
Meade  claimed  as  an  American  citizen  the  protection  and  privileges 
secured  to  our  citizens  by  the  treaty  of  1795,  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Spain  ;  and  this  claim  was  recognized  in  a  re- 
port by  a  committee  of  the  cortes  to  that  body,  also  among  the  papers 
above  referred  to.     The  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has  an  indis- 
tinct recollection  of  having  heard  Mr.  Meade  say,  either  in  Cadiz  or 
Madrid,  that  he  had  declined  becoming  a  naturalized  Spanish  sub- 
ject, preferring  to  retain  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen.     The  de- 
ponent further  says,  that  from  all  he  knew  of  Mr.  Meade's  situation 
in  Spain,  during  the  time  above  mentioned,  or  heard  of  it  from  either^ 
Spaniards  or  Americans,  and  from  all  that  he  heard  or  read  of  Mr. 
Meade's  affairs  and  disputes  with  the  government  of  Spain,  he  always 
considered  Mr.  Meade  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  never 
known  his  character  as  such  questioned  until  he  understood  it  was  a 
question  before  the  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1819,  nor  has  the  deponent  any  doubt  of  Mr.  Meade's 
being  an  American  citizen. 

J.  W.  MURRAY. 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  August  30,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  James  W.  Murray  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  ihe  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
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▼ania,  and  by  me  reduced  to  writiDg,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence;  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  thirtieth 
day  of  Angust,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded  at 
Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Henry  Toland,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Henry  Toland,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say : 
That  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  for  many  years  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade ;  that  during  the  stay  of 
the  said  Richard  in  Spain,  and  particularly  in  the  years  1809,  1810, 
and  1811,  this  deponent  visited  Cadiz  on  mercantile  business  ;  that  he 
constituted  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  his  consignee,  or  commission 
merchant ;  resided  at  one  period  in  his  house  ;  saw  him  almost  daily, 
and  had  frequent  opportunities  of  friendly  and  confidential  conversa- 
tion with  him.  That  during  all  the  acquaintance  of  this  deponent 
with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  in  Spain  or  elsewhere,  he  never 

fave  the  deponent  the  least  reason,  by  word  or  deed,  to  suppose  that 
e  intended  to  renounce  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen,  or  to  assume 
or  to  pretend  to  the  privileges  of  a  Spanish  subject,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  said  Richard,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  openly  declared 
himself  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  expressed  his  intention  of 
returning,  as  soon  as  his  affairs  would  permit,  to  his  home  and  native 
country,  and  there  remain  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  That  such  was 
the  universally  entertained  opinion  at  Cadiz,  as  far  as  this  deponent 
was  able  to  judge,  as  respects  the  citizenship  and  intentions  of  the  said 
Richard  W.  Meade ;  nor  did  this  deponent  ever  hear  a  doubt  suggest^ 
upon  the  subject,  until  apprised  that  one  had  been  intimated  before 
the  commissioners  under  the  late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain. 

And  this  deponent  further  says  that  from  the  year  1812,  to  the  date 
of  his  departure  from  Spain,  in  1820,  the  deponent  was  in  habits  of 
correspondence  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  ;  that  from  the  year 
1817  to  the  year  1820,  this  deponent  paid  attention  to  the  business  of 
the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  in  this  country,  and  that  throughout  the 
letters  received  by  him  during  that  period  from  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  there  was  a  uniforn  expression  of  an  anxiety  and  expectation 
of  being  able  to  return  shortly  to  his  country^  attributing  his  deten- 
tion in  Spain  to  the  unsettled  state  of  his  business  with  its  govern- 
ment, and  his  difficulties  in  procuring  payment  of  the  large  sums  due 
by  it  to  him. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  having  enjoyed  the  best  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  and  estimating  the  conduct  of  the  said  Richard 
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W.  Meade^  he  solemnly  avers  that,  although  he  has  travelled  much, 
he  met  no  American  abroad  whom  he  considered  more  prompt  and 
zealoos  than  Mr.  Meade,  under  every  circumstance,  to  vindicate  the 
character  and  to  boast  the  citizenship  of  his  country. 

HENRY  TOLAND. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  September  25,  1822,  before — 

FBANOIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Henry  Toland  was  taken 
before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  tne  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponent 
in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-fifbh  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.  [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Wharton,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuil  court  of  the 
United  Stated  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  said  Thomas  F.  Wharton,  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  doth  de* 

pose  and  say,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Richard  W.  Meade, 

esq.,  while  he  was  yet  a  boy  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  at  the 

time  of  his  departure  for  Europe  in  1795  ;  that  the  said  Richard  W. 

Meade  remained  abroad  on  that  occasion  about  one  year,  and  not  long 

lifter  his  return  home  went  to  the  West  Indies  and  continued  there  for 

some  time ;  that  he  establislied  himself  in  business  in  the  said  city  of 

Philadelphia,  whence  he  departed  for  Spain  in  the  year  1803 ;  that 

this  deponent  went  to  Cadiz  in  the  month  of  February,  1813,  and 

remained  until  the  fall  of  1814,  during  which  time  he  was  intimately 

acquainted  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  in  the  almost  daily 

liabit  of  seeing  him  ;  that  this  deponent  never  knew  the  said  Richard 

W.  Meade,  by  word  or  deed,  in  the  least  degree  to  pretend  to  or  as- 

euine  the  rights  or  privileges  of  a  Spanish  subject,  but,  on  the  contrary^ 

he  openly,  and  at  all  times,  declared  himself  a  citizen  of  the  United 

States,  and  expressed  his  intention  of  returning  as  early  as  he  could 

to  his*  native  country  ;  that  this  deponent  never  entertained  any  other 

opinion  of  the  character  of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  as  respected 

citizenship,  that  such  was  the  uniform  and  universal  sentiment  upon 

the  subject  prevailing  at  Cadiz,  as  far  as  this  deponent  can  recollect; 

nor  was  he  aware  of  a  doubt  existing  until  informed  by  the  said 

Bichard  W.  Meade  that  one  had  been  started  before  the  honorable  the 

.eomimssioners  under  the  late  treaty  with  Spain. 

THOMAS  F.  WHARTON. 
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A£Srmed  and  subscribed,  September  20,  1822,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Wharton 
Teas  taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affi- 
davits by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twentieth  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.     [l.  s.] 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.^  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22dday  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  James  Latimer,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  before 
Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  James  Latimer,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say : 
That  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  known  the  said 
Richard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  for  mauy  years  ;  that  the  deponent  visited 
Spain  during  the  stay  of  the  said  Richard  at  Cadiz,  and  there  became 
personally  and  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  seeing  him  almost 
daily,  and  transacting  with  him  much  mercantile  business  ;  that  the 
house  of  the  said  Richard  at  Cadiz  was  always  open  for  the  kind  and 
hospitable  reception  of  his  fellow  countrymen  ;  and  that  both  he  and 
his  wife  expressing  sentiments  always  strongly  American,  repeatedly 
mentioned  their  anxious  desire  to  return  and  settle  themselves  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  United  States.  That  the  deponent  never 
knew  the  said  Richard,  by  word  or  deed,  at  any  time,  to  renounce  his 
American  citizenship,  or  to  assume  or  to  pretend  to  the  privileges  of  a 
Spanish  subject,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  uniformly  and  openly  declared 
his  intention  to  come  back  to  his  native  country  ;  that  such  was  the 
universally  received  opinion  at  Cadiz,  with  respect  to  the  citizenship 
of  the  said  Richard,  and  of  his  intentions,  as  far  as  this  deponent  was 
able  to  judge;  nor  did  this  deponent,  in  Spain  or  elsewhere,  ever  hear 
a  doubt  suggested  upon  the  subject  until  apprised  that  one  existed  un- 
der the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  under  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain. 

JAS.  LATIMER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  September  30,  1812,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

CommissioMr. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  James  Latimer  was  taken 
before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
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by  me  redaced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponent  in 
my  presence. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  thirtieth  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.     [l.  b.] 


Copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the/oregoing  memorial  of  Richard 
W.  Meadey  and  the  originals  of  whichy  as  far  as  they  are  in  the  power 
of  the  memorialist y  have  been  left  by  him  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commissioners. 

1.  Certificate  of  Baptism. 

Ego  infrascriptusy  pastor  et  rector  Ecclesiaa  CatholicaB  Bee  Marisa 
Virginis,  Philadelphia  in  federata  America  tester,  mihi  ex  certis  docu- 
mentis  constare  Bichardum  Worsam  Meade,  in  legitimo  matrimonio 
ex  Georgio  Meade  et  Henrietta  Constantia  Meade,  conjugibus,  natum 
fiiisse  die  23a  Junii,  anno  1778,  atque  deinceps  rite  baptisatum  juxta 
ritum  S89  Bomanae  Ecclesiae,  a  Revd.  D.  Ferdmando  Farmer,  presby- 
terio,  ac  per  id  tempus  dictte  ecclesiae  Baa  MarisB  V.  parocho ;  cujus, 
de  baptismo  ita  ase  confecto,  testimonium,  bellitum  flagrantis  ac  tem- 
ponim  inquria,  deperiit.  In  quorum  fidem,  nsec  subscripsi,  Philadel- 
phia, hac  di  7a  Decembris,  anno  1803. 

JOHANNES  ROSSETER,  qui  supra. 

Infrascriptus  Baltimori,  in  federata  America,  Episcopus  attestor, 
Bev.  D.  Joannem  Bosseter,  esse  viri  et  legitima  auctoritate  designa- 
tum  pastorem  ecclesiaB  Bomanae  CatholicaB,  et  instrumentis  ab  illocon- 
fectis  omnimodam  fidem  deberi. 
[l«  s.I  Philadelphis  hac  die  7a  Decembris,  anno  1803. 

JOANNES  CABBOLL,  Epis. 

BaUimorensis. 


2.  The  Consular  Certificate. 

Consulate  of  the  UinTED  States  of  Abierica  at  Cadiz. 

To  all  to  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern  :  Beitmade  known  and  man- 
ifest that  I,  James  Leander  Cathcart,  esq.,  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  Cadiz  and  its  dependencies,  do  hereby  publicly  declare  and  attest 
that  for  certain  good  reasons  wherein  I  myself  was  interested,  and  it 
likewise  becoming  my  duty,  in  my  official  capacity,  to  ascertain  who 
were  and  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residents  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  consulate,  did,  at  various  times,  and  on  various 
occasions,  make  inquiry  from  the  different  authorities,  and  from  the 
most  respectable  houses  in  Cadiz,  to  know  whether  Bichard  Worsaia 
Meade,  esq.,  had  ever,  during  his  residence  in  Cadiz,  assumed  the 
character  of  a  native,  or  partisan  of  any  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and 
-was  invariably  answered  in  the  negative,  and  that  ne,  the  said  Bich- 
ard Worsam  Meade,  esq.,  had  uniformly  maintained  the  character  of 
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a  natiye  born  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  is  entered 
in  the  register  of  this  consulate  as  such  ;  and  that,  during  his  appoint- 
ment as  navy  agent,  and  prior  to  said  appointment,  he  had  at  all 
times  rendered  his  fellow  citizens  every  assistance  in  his  power,  both 
in  his  public  character  as  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  in  his  private  character  as  an  American  merchant. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof,  and  being  of  the  same  opinion,  I 
have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Cadiz  this  thirteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  of  the 
r       1  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America 
L^'  ®--l  the  fortieth. 

JAMES  LEANDER  CATHCART. 


3.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  July  19,  1806. 

Sir :  You  will  consider  yourself  as  hereby  appointed  agent  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Cadiz. 

For  your  trouble  in  executing  the  duties  arising  out  of  this  appoint- 
ment, you  will  be  allowed  a  commission  of  two  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  all  supplies  purchased  and  furnished  by  you  to  our  public  vessels. 
One  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all  articles  sold  by  you,  and  one  half 
per  cent,  on  all  moneys  advanced  by  you  for  recruiting,  and  such  like 
purposes. 

Thomas  Turner,  esq.,  the  accountant  of  the  navy,  will  give  you  in- 
structions relative  to  the  forms  to  be  observed  in  keeping  your 
accounts. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  render  to  our  public  vessels  every  attention 
and  assistance  which  they  may  require. 

I  am. respectfully,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  SMITH. 

R.  W.  Meade,  Esq.,  Cadiz. 


4.  Boyal  Order  of  Bdeaae, 


In  consequence  of  our  Lord  the  King  having  made  himself  €tc- 
quainted  with  the  consulta  which  the  supreme  tribunal,  in  its  halls 
of  justice,  in  union  with  the  associate  judges,  remitted  to  him  on  the 
4th  of  October  last  year,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  thoroughly 
examine,  with  the  greatest  care,  the  whole  proceedings  relative  to 
the  suit  between  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Mr.  John  Macdermot,  a  subject  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, respecting  the  restitution  of  1,050,327|y  reals  of  vellon  which, 
in  quality  of  deposit,  were  delivered  by  the  former,  and  notwithstand- 
that,  with  anticipation  and  security,  it  results  from  the  proceedings 
ihat  the  said  deposit  was  in  effective  specie,  since  it  had  been  so  ao- 
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kDOwledged  by  the  royal  hacienda,  or  department  of  finance,  that 
consequently  this  matter,  bein^  solemnly  proved,  Meade  could  not 
be  called  a  bankrupt,  nor  could  he  be  subject  to  the  imprisonment 
which  he  is  suffering  ;  that  there  was  no  probability  of  declaring  the 
deposit  null,  whilst  its  validity  was  acknowledged  by  several  Boyal 
orders,  by  declarations  from  the  treasurers  of  the  royal  finance  de- 
partment transmitted  to  the  supreme  council,  by  this  first  depart- 
ment, or  Secretary  of  State's  office,  by  that  of  the  minister  of  finance^ 
and  likewise  by  information  taken  directly  by  this  supreme  tribunal 
of  justice  itself;  notwithstanding  all  this,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  hear  anew  what  the  minister  of  finance  had  to  say  on  this  point, 
bein^  one  directly  connected  with  the  credit  of  his  royal  treasury, 
and  by  the  report  or  statement  made  by  said  minister,  his  Majesty 
has  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  royal  hacienda,  or  finance 
department^  could  not,  nor  can  it,  do  less  than  confess  that  the 
aforesaid  deposit  is  real  and  effective,  and  in  specie,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge itself  bound  for  its  reimbursement  in  the  same  specie  of  money. 
His  Majesty  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  declare  so  anew,  and  to  re- 
solve that  the  necessary  orders  should  be  given  with  all  possible  des- 
patch for  its  delivery  to  the  consulado  for  the  object  of  the  suit  pend- 
ing between  said  parties.  His  Majesty  has,  moreover,  seen  with  the 
deepest  regret  that  the  disagreeable  consequences  which  were  to  be 
expected  from  the  long  imprisonment  of  Meade,  have  been  realized, 
this  event  crossing,  and  augmenting  not  a  little,  ,the  difficulties  and 
serious  compromise  of  the  important  relations  of  his  Majesty  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  one  of  the  most  critical  mo- 
ments, giving  room  to  the  strong  remonstrances  of  that  government 
in  support  of  their  minister  in  Madrid,  whose  reclamations  on  the 
subject  had  not  been  attended  to,  and  exciting^  through  the  medium 
of  the  press,  an  impression  not  a  little  unfavorable  and  alarming  in 
that  country,  very  inconvenient  to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty ;  and, 
finally,  his  Majesty  has  recently  received  information  of  the  determi- 
' nation  of  Congress,  promoted  with  the  greatest  warmth,  to  expose 
the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  to  the  rigor  of  the  most  severe  reprisals. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  circumstances,  and  no  such  motives  exist- 
ing as  those  stated  in  the  royal  order  of  the  25th  April,  1816,  and  on 
which  the  supreme  hall  of  justice  founded  the  imprisonment  of 
Meade,  his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  he  should  be  immediately  put  at 
liberty  ;  and  considering  the  deposit  as  real,  valid,  and  legal,  and  at 
the  charge  of  the  royal  hacianda,  or  finance  department,  that  the 
cause,  in  every  other  respect,  should  be  continued  through  the  usual 
course  of  justice.  What  Icommunicate  to  you,  by  Royal  order,  for  the 
information  of  the  council,  and  its  immediate  and  exact  compliance 
therewith. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSEPH  PIZARRO. 

Sbcrstary  of  the  Suprbmb  Council  of  War. 
Palacb,  April  20,  1818. 
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5.  Oef'tijicate  of  two  members  of  the  Junta* 

We,  members  of  the  Supreme  Janta^  (now  dissolved,)  established 
for  the  goyernmeni  and  defence  of  Cadiz,  affirm  and  certify  that,  dar- 
ing the  most  critical  period  of  this  nation,  and  when  the  French 
armies  were  approaching  this  only  asylum  of  Spanish  liberty,  the 
junta  met  from  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  all 
the  assistance  the  junta  required  for  the  succor  and  maintenance  of  a 
numerous  population,  and  of  its  army  and  nary.  In  consequence  of 
which,  being  fully  supplied  with  everything  that  was  necessary  for 
subsistence,  it  was  able  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  defence  of  the 
place  during  a  rigorous  siege,  which  at  last  produced  the  glorious  re- 
sult the  nation  and  Europe  at  present  enjoy.  Many  were  the  articles 
that  Mr.  Meade  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  junta,  among  which 
the  most  urgent  and  remarkable  were  one  hundred  thousand  barrels 
of  flour,  in  two  contracts,  to  be  delivered  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  barrel.  If  services  rendered  to  the  King  and  people  be  at  all 
times  worthy  of  gratitude  and  remembrance,  those  performed  by  Mr. 
Meade,  under  the  trying  circumstances  in  which  Cadiz  was  at  that 
moment,  will  make  him  forever  deserving  of  public  applause,  for  hav- 
ing given  to  the  Spanish  nation  the  signal  proof  of  his  affection,  in 
renouncing,  in  favor  of  a  just  cause,  a  great  profit  in  articles  which 
he  knew  were  much  wanted,  and  in  being  satisfied  with  a  small 
profit,  although  he  had  no  rival  in  the  market,  while  well  aware  that 
he  alone  could  furnish  the  necessary  supply,  and  could  thereby  make 
himself  opulent,  if  his  noble  enthusiasm  had  not  outweighed  advan- 
tages which  the  necessities  of  Cadiz  and  its  junta  enabled  him  to  seize, 
if  he  had  thought  proper;  relying,  upon  the  faith  of  the  junta 
for  payment  of  the  large  sums  contracted,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  uncer- 
tainties which  prevailed  as  to  the  termination  of  the  invasion.  The 
mere  suggestion  of  a  member  of  the  junta  was  sufficient  to  induce  Mr. 
Meade  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  flour  upon  the  second  contract  for  fif- 
ty thousand  barrels,  twenty-five  cents  per  barrel,  leaving  it  fourteen 
dollars  and  three  quarters  the  barrel,  though  the  agreement  had  been 
signed,  and  the  written  contract  was  in  his  possession,  yielding,  by 
this  voluntary  and  generous  act,  a  gain  of  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  already  his  as  the  contracts  were  finally  made. 

The  presence  of  Mr.  Meade  was  always  consolatory  and  cheering  to 
the  junta  ;  as  he  was  the  only  person  in  which  they  found,  on  the 
score  of  providing  provisions,  the  disinterestedness,  confidence,  and 
aid  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  their  falling  a  prey  to  their 
terrible  and  formidable  invaders.  During  our  worst  pressure,  one 
other  foreign  house  only  made  a  contract  with  the  junta  for  flour, 
and,  not  complying  with  it,  they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  forfeit 
stipulated  in  their  agreement.  Mr.  Meade  took  no  advantage  of 
this  affair,  nor  did  he  remember  that  he  was  the  only  person  capa- 
ble of  affording  the  necessary  supplies  in  order  to  exact  an  exor- 
bitant price  according  to  the  emergency.  Such  was  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Meade  under  these  circumstances :  from  it,  and  from  the  iacts 
detailed,  with  others  equally  creditable  to  him,  though  omitted  in 
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consequence  of  the  brevity  of  this  certificate,  an  opinion  may  ho 
formed  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  ought  to  be  held  by  the  nation 
and  its  government. 

JOSi;  MANUEL  DE  VADILLO. 

SALVADOR  GARZON  DE  ZALAZAR. 
Cadiz,  July  2T,  1818. 

To  which  is  annexed  a  notarial  certificate  that  the  above  named 
'^  Jose  Manuel  de  Yadillo  and  Salvador  Garzon  de  Zalazar  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Junta  established  for  the  government  and  de- 
fence of  Cadiz  during  the  invasion  of  the  French." 


6.  Certificate  of  Merchants  at  Cadiz. 

We,  the  undersigned,  long  established  merchants  in  this  place,  in 
the  best  manner  in  our  power,  do  certify :  that  Richard  Meade,  a  cit- 
zen  of  the  United  States  of  America^  established  himself,  his  com- 
mercial house,  and  family  in  this  city,  in  the  year  1805 ;  that  he 
acquired,  from  his  earliest  dealings  in  trade,  the  highest  degree  of 
credit  and  good  opinion,  obtaining,  in  consequence,  a  general  confi- 
dence in  his  correctness,  his  constant  attention^  and  his  punctuality 
in  business,  trading  extensively  not  only  into  the  interior  of  the  king- 
dom, but  to  every  foreign  country,  and  receiving  from  the  United 
States,  in  particular,  immense  commissions  which  rapidly  augmented 
until  the  moment  when  our  government  was  unable  to  fulfil  its  en- 
gagements with  Meade  for  the  amounts  of  his  great  supplies  made  to 
sustain  the  last  war  under  its  most  critical  circumstances.  Meade 
found  himself,  at  the  same  time,  persecuted  personally,  and  ultimate- 
ly suffered  an  imprisonment  from  the  month  of  May,  1816,  until 
about  the  same  month  in  1818,  when  it  was,  through  the  mercy  ot 
our  Lord  the  King  declared  illegal  and  unjust ;  it  produced  the  en- 
tire ruin  of  the  business,  and  the  prostration  of  the  credit  of  the  said 
Richard  Meade,  who,  however,  always  firm  in  supporting  his  charac- 
ter as  an  honest  man,  found  himself  under  the  hard  necessity  of  dis- 
counting a  large  number  of  drafts  held  by  him  of  the  Junta  of 
Retmplazo,  with  the  loss  of  from  35  to  40  per  cent. ;  and  he  like- 
wise foutid  himself  forced  to  take  up  enormous  sums  at  a  premium, 
paying  at  the  rate  of  12  and  even  16  per  cent,  per  annum,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  want  of  those  funds  which  the  government  owed  him 
and  could  not  pay,  owing  to  the  political  occurrences  which  subse- 
quently prevented  them.  It  resulted  from  these  causes,  and  from  his 
imprisonment,  that  he  was  obliged  not  only  to  incur  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, but  also  to  close  and  give  up  the  mercantile  house  he  had  es- 
tablished in  1815,  with  very  considerable  loss.  Thus,  considering  the 
plan  of  oommercial  operations  pursued  by  Richard  Meade  from  the 
commencement,  the  weighty  business  he  transacted  with  the  govern- 
ment, the  other  engagements  of  his  extensive  traffic,  with  all  of  which 
we  are  fully  acquainted  from  having  seen  his  books,  and  compared  an 
extract  taken  &om  them  with  exactness  of  the  sums  paid  for  discount 
and  other  similar  operations  which  are  folly  detailed.    We  cannot  es- 
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timate  the  amount  of  the  damages  Bostained  by  him  at  less  than  ma- 
ny thousands  of  dollars,  and  which,  according  to  his  said  books  and 
extract,  are  not  less  than  four  millions  four  hundred  thousand  reals 
of  vellon,  (or  $220,000,)  and  for  all  purposes  proper  for  this  certifi- 
cate to  accomplish,  we  do  grant  and  sign  it,  and  solemnly  swear  to  the 
truth  of  its  contents,  in  Cadiz,  22d  June,  1819. 

pSigned  by  seven  persons ;  certified  by  a  notary  public,  to  whose  of- 
ficial character  an  attestation  is  annexed.] 


SKVKNTH. 

The  memorialist  has  also  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commissioners  the  following  papers,  to  which  teference  has  been 
made  in  his  memorial,  and  to  the  contents  of  which  he  respectfully 
prays  the  attention  of  the  commissioners. 

1.  The  report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Belations,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1818. 

2.  The  report  of  the  select  committee,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  4th  of  April,  1818. 

3.  Authenticated  extracts  from  the  correspondence  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  their  minister  in  Spain,  and  the 
Spanish  authorities  at  Madrid,  relating  to  your  memorialist. 


No.  5. 

« 

To  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  their  memorialist,  Bichard  W.  Meade,  respectfully  shows  : 
That,  conformably  to  a  wish  expressed  by  the  commissioners,  at 
their  session  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  he  has  been  apprised,  through 
the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  then  present,  that,  pursuing  the  idea  con- 
tained in  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners, on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  1822,  other  proofs  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  your  memorialist  might  be  required  than  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  justice  and  amount  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  • 

Although  your  memorialist  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of 
£uch  a  requisition,  and  against  it  begs  leave  now  to  enter  his  respect- 
ful but  solemn  protest,  he  has  most  anxiously  exerted  himself  to  meet 
this  aspect  of  the  case,  and  to  procure  all  the  documents,  vouchers, 
and  evidence  upon  which  the  liquidation  of  his  claim  was  effected  in 
Spain,  and  was  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty.  For  that  pur- 
pose, he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  excellency  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga, 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  as  early  as 
the  4th  of  April  last,  and  a  second  letter  on  the  10th  of  October  last, 
x^opies  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed.  To  the  first  of  his  letters, 
your  memorialist  received  no  reply,  its  contents  necessarily  requiring 
a  delay,  during  which  communication  might  be  had  by  the  Spanish 
minister  with  his  government.    To  his  second  letter  your  memorialist 
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received  an  answer,  nnder  date  of  tbe  16th  of  October,  1822,  a  trans- 
lated copy  of  which  is  also  hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  deposited, 
for  inspection,  if  necessary,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
missioners. The  result  of  the  correspondence,  for  which  your  memo- 
rialist solicits  particular  attention,  has  been  an  entire  failure  to  pro- 
cnre  the  required  proofs,  after  a  resort  to  the  only  expedient  in  his 
power. 

He  has  thus,  however,  clearly  evinced  his  own  disposition  to  shed 
upon  the  subject  every  light  that  can  be  desired.  Upon  a  former  oc- 
casion, he  laid  before  the  commissioners  the  duplicate  authenticated 
copies  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  due  to  him,  both  in  his  own 
right  and  in  his  representative  right  as  the  agent  of  others  ;  originals 
of  which  he  has  now  also  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commissioners.  He  has  likewise  left  with  the  said  secretary  two 
o£Bcial  letters  addressed  to  him  by  Don  Bruno  Ballerino,  member  of 
the  supreme  council  of  the  Indies,  and  president  of  the  board  or  tri- 
banal  appointed  in  Spain  to  liquidate  his  accounts,  translated  copies 
of  which  are  annexed,  and  which  attest  the  fact  that  all  the  original 
documents,  vouchers,  and  evidence  which  your  memorialist  held,  were 
exacted  from  him  by  that  tribunal,  and,  on  the  liquidation  being 
sanctioned  \ty  the  King,  were  transmitted  to  the  minister  of  finance, 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  departments  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
longed. 

Your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  add,  that  on  his  arrival  in  his  na- 
tive city  from  Spain,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  August, 
1820,  and  on  tbe  day  following  he  transmitted  to  that  gentleman 
tranajated  copies  of  the  liquidation,*and  of  the  official  communication 
made  to  your  memorialist  by  the  minister  of  finance  in  Spain,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  same  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  now  respectfully  prays  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  deposited  with  the  secretary  of  the 
commissioners,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proper  organ  of  the 
executive  department  of  our  government,  after  a  lull  view  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  with  all  the  documents  in  his  possession,  and  subject  to  his 
able  scrutiny,  from  the  18th  of  August  to  the  6th  of  Septembjer,  not 
only  did  not  intimate  an  objection  to  the  time,  place,  form,  or  sub- 
stance of  the  liquidation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  offered  his  '^  congratu- 
lations upon  the  adjustment  of  tbe  accounts  of  your  memorialist  with 
the  Spanish  government,  and  assured  him  that  his  government  felt 
not  a  little  gratification  in  having  at  all  contributed  to  the  satisfac- 
tory result." 

Yonr  memorialist  respectfully  submits  that  his  case  is  one  of  a 
peculiar  nature :  it  stands  alone.  A  formal  adjudication  in  his  favor 
has  been  made  by  a  competent  tribunal,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
highest  authority  known  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the 
claim  originated,  and  at  the* express  instance  of  his  own  government. 
After  such  adjudication,  the  result  was  officially  communicated  by  the 
Spanish  government  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  These 
governments  interchanged  sentiments  of  mutual  satisfaction  respect- 
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ing  it ;  and  his  own  government  addressed  your  memorialist  in  strong 
And  animated  terms,  approving  the  adjustment,  and  assuming,  with 
reason,  some  merit  for  having  effected  its  accomplishment.  Nor  can 
your  memorialist,  with  propriety,  omit  to  mention  that  he  presented 
«  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1821,  which  was  by  him  laid  before  the  Senate,  prior  to  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  in  which  your  memorialist  humbly  prayed 
that  if  it  were  not  perfectly  well  understood  that  he  was  to  be  paid  by 
the  American  government,  a  declaration  to  that  effect  might  be  an- 
nexed to  the  ratification,  and  his  claim  explicitly  excluded  from  its 
operation,  as  it  was  his  wish  to  retain,  unimpaired,  the  responsibility 
of  his  acknowledged  debtor ;  and  that  said  memorial  was  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  the  treaty  ratified. 

Your  memorialist  considered,  and  does  and  ever  must  consider,  the 
amount  of  his  claim  as  a  private  debt  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him 
from  Spain.  As  such,  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no 
constitutional  or  legal  ri^ht  to  cancel  it,  nor  to  exonerate  Spain  from 
her  liability  to  pay  it  without  themselves  discharging  it.  The  pro- 
tection of  his  government  was  asked  in  the  exercise  of  his  inherent 
right  as  a  native  citizen  to  do  so ;  but  in  asking  that  protection  he 
could  not  be  supposed  to  confer  a  power  arbitrarily  to  place  your 
memorialist  in  a  situation  much. worse  than  any  he  could  possibly 
have  been  in  had  it  never  been  solicited  or  granted.  Spain  declares 
that  the  debt  was  justly  due  by  her,  and  that  she  has  given  full  value 
for  the  amount  to  the  United  States,  while  the  latter,  by  a  solemn 
treaty,  duly  ratified  and  become  the  law  of  the  land,  has  agreed  to 
assume  and  pay  it.  Nor  is  it  immaterial  to  remember  that  it  appears 
from  the  documents  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  com- 
missioners, previous  to  November,  1821,  that  he  officially  knew,  long 
before  the  original  treaty  was  first  signed  at  Washington,  the  amount 
claimed  by  your  memorialist  irom  Spain,  than  which  the  sum  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  by  the  liquidation  is  less  by  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  that  these  documents  were  on  file  in  the 
Department  of  State,  and  that,  of  course,  when  the  negotiation  was 
proceeding,  its  conductors  were  aware  how  much  was  demanded,  and 
now  much  they  admitted  and  provided  for.  The  certificate  of  Don 
Luis  de  Onis,  one  of  the  negotiators,  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the 
commissioners,  in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Robert  Barry,  distinctly 
attests  the  object  and  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  to  the 
claim  of  yo\ir  memorialist,  and  that  to  embrace  its  entire  payment 
was  within  their  contemplation. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  respectfully  suggests  that,  if  it  still  be 
deemed  right  and  just,  though  he  confidently  hopes  it  will  not,  to  re- 
gard the  Spanish  liquidation  as  wholly  null,  and  to  revise  its  founda- 
tions and  proofs,  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty,  which  points  out  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  all  similar  cases — 
a  course  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  and  Spain — ^which 
the  commissioners  alone  are  competent  to  take,  and  the  only  one  from 
which  a  successful  result  can  be  reasonably  expected.  And  your 
memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 
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Copies  of  documents  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  supplemental  me- 
morial of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

No.  6. 

1.    Letter  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  to  tJie  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de 

Anduaga. 

PfliLADBLPHiA^  April  4,  1822. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  copies  of 
two  notes  which  have  passed  between  the  commissioners  under  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  l8l9,  and  Mr.  Adams,  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  dated  respectively  the  5th  and  9th  of 
March  last. 

My  principal  motive  for  this  communication  is  to  apprise  your  ex- 
cellency and  the  Spanish  government  of  the  view  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  seems  disposed  to  take  of  the  liquidation  of  my  claim,  not- 
withstanding it  was  made  in  the  most  formal  manner  by  the  crown  of 
Spain,  at  the  express  solicitation  of  the  American  minister  at  Madrid, 
and  was  consummated  before  the  effectual  ratification  of  the  treaty 
by  either  Spain  or  the  United  States.     If,  according  to  the  present 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  the  **full  understanding"  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  that  all  the  claims,  including  of  course  my  own, 
should   be  decided  by  the  commissioners  upon  such  proof  as  they 
should  think  proper  to  require,  and  that  such  a  transaction  as  the 
liquidation  of  my  claim  is  to  be  of  no  effect  whatever,  it  must  probably 
be  known  to  your  excellency,  or  to  that  department  of  your  excellen- 
cy's government  which  has  the  cognizance  of  these  ma,'tters ;  and  if  it 
was  really  so  understood,  while  I  shall  have  cause  to  regret  that  I 
have  never  before  been  apprised  of  the  circumstance,  I  may  at  least 
hope,  as  an  indemnity,  for  such  assistance  from  Spain  as  will  enable 
me  to  make  the  justice  of  the  liquidation  as  apparent  to  the  commis- 
sioners as  it  was  to  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

It  is  known  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  this  liquidation  in  Spain 
that  the  original  vouchers  and  documents  by  which  many  of  my  de- 
mands were  supported  were  delivered  up  by  me  upon  a  formal  requi- 
sition to  that  effect,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  the  records  and 
papers  of  certain  of  the  Spanish  offices  furnished  material  evidence 
upon  the  subject.  If,  contrary  to  what  I  regard  as  the  fundamental 
rules  of  evidence,  and  more  especially  the  obligations  of  comity  between 
nations,  the  commissioners  shall  treat  this  liquidation  as  a  nullity,  (a 
result  which  the  declarations  of  one  of  the  commissioners  compel  me 
to  apprehend,)  your  excellency  will  at  once  perceive  my  embarrass- 
ment^ and  that  it  will  require  the  effectual  interposition  of  Spain  to 
prevent  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  from  becoming  the  cause  of  its  rejection  from  the  treaty. 
Ifothing  but  the  possession  of  the  original  vouchers  and  all  the  other 
evidence  by  which  the  claim  was  sustained  in  Spftin  can  obviate  this 
mischief,  and  your  excellency  will,  I  hope,  for  this  cause,  excuse  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  entreat  you  betorehand  to  become  my  me- 
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diator  with  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  obtain  for  me  all  documents, 
YoaeherSy  and  evidence  whatsoever  in  the  possession  and  under  the 
control  of  Spain  appertaining  to  my  demand,  that  I  may  prepare 
them,  in  case  of  need^  for  exhibition  to  the  commissioner^. 

I  still  do  not  surrender  the  hope  that  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  best 
evidence  of  my  claim,  the  acknowledgment  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
will  be  so  considered  by  the  commissioners  ;  but  I  cannot  state  with 
too  much  strength  to  your  excellency  my  solicitude  to  possess  the 
means  of  encountering  a  contrary  determination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. , 

RICHAKD  W.  MEADE. 
His  Excellency  Don  Joaquin  db  Anduaga, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary ^  dtc» 


2.    Letter  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de 

Anduaga, 

PniLADBLPHiA,  Octobcr  10,  18^2. 

SiK :  On  the  4th  of  April  last  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
excellency  a  letter,  enclosing  copies  of  two  notes  which  had  passed  be- 
tween the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819,  and  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  appeared  to  affect  the  liquidation  of  my  claim.  I  then  com- 
municated to  your  excellency  my  apprehension,  arising  as  well  from 
a  portion  of  this  correspondence  as  from  declarations  made  b^  one  of 
the  commissioners,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  thje  debt  under  the 
seal  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  might  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  or 
satisfactory,  and  that  I  might  want  all  the  documents,  vouchers,  and 
evidence  with  which  the  justice  of  that  liquidation  had  been  made  ap- 
parent to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  which,  in  obedience  to  a  formal 
requisition,  I  had  delivered  up  while  in  Spain  ;  entreating  your  excel- 
lency, at  the  same  time,  to  become  my  mediator  with  your  sovereign 
to  obtain  these  for  me. 

Since  my  last  address  to  your  excellency  nothing  has  occurred  to 
allay  the  apprehension  I  then  expressed  ;  but^  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
received  a  formal  notice  that  the  commissioners,  on  the  27th  of  June, 
judicially  made  known  an  intentioh  not  to  regard  the  liquidation  of 
the  Spanish  crown,  but  to  require  other  proofs  of  the' amount  and  jus- 
tice 01  my  claim.  Though  still  not  altogether  without  hope  that  fur- 
ther reflection  upon  the  subject  will  satisfy  these  gentlemen  how 
utterly  inconsistent  such  a  course  of  proceeding  would  be  with  the 
soundest  rules  of  evidence  and  the  comity  of  friendly  nations,  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  prepare  for  the  worst.  Presuming  that  since  my 
application  to  your  excellency  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  enable 
your  excellency  to  obtain  every  desired  instruction  from  his  Catholic 
*  Majesty,  I  cannot  rest^  ainmy  solicitude  to  be  informed  whether  I  may 
rely  upon  the  interposition  of  Spain,  in  the  production,  if  necessary, 
of  the  documents,  vouchers,  and  evidence  particularly  referred  to  in. 
my  letter  of  April  last  ? 
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Tour  excellency  will,  I  trust,  perceive  in  the  approaching  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  an  apology  for  my  present  urgent  inquiry, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 
His  Excellency  Don  Joaquin  db  Anduaga, 

Minister  PUnxpnientiary^  Ac. 


No.  7. 

3.  Letter  of  the  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  Bichard  W* 

Meade, 

PhixabslphiA;  October  16,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  you 
are  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  that  the  commission  installed  at 
Washington  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  had 
judicially  declared,  on  the  2'rth  of  June  last,  its  intention  of  consider- 
ing as  null  the  li(juidation  made  by  the  Spanish  government  of  your 
demands  against  it,  and  of  requiring  other  proofs  of  the  value  and 
justice  of  said  demand,  and  you  conclude  your  letter  by  asking  me 
whether  you  can  depend  on  the  interposition  of  Spain  in  your  behalf, 
and,  in  case  of  need,  of  being  enabled  to  procure  and  present  all  the 
documents,  official  proceedings,  and  evidence  to  which  your  letter  ad- 
dreaeied  to  me  in  April  of  this  year  refers. 

I  have  been  surprised  beyond  measure  at  what  you  are  pleasod  to 
impart  to  me  respecting  the  determination  of  the  commission,  and  I 
flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  persist  therein  when  it  reflects  on  the 
injostice  it  involves  and  on  the  libel  it  imports  on  my  government* 
The  duty  and  the  wishes  of  the  commission  m  the  examination  of  your 
claim  can  have  no  other  object  than  that  of  convincing  itself  of  its 
justice  in  order  to  adjudicate  to  you  its  amount.     To  obtain  this,  it 
ought  to  require  of  you  the  presentation  of  the  most  authentic  docu- 
ments known  to  the  country  in  which  your  claim  originated  ;  and  if 
you  exhibit  these,  and  prove  them  to  possess  the  highest  character  of 
authenticity,  and  that  they  are  sanctioned  by  the  established  tribunals 
for  such  purposes  in  that  country,  and  by  those  persons  to  whom,  as 
the  heads  of  that  government,  entire  credit  should  be  accorded,  no 
corporations  or  individuals  existing  of  higher  grade,  or  in  whom 
greater  confidence  can  be  placed,  it  is  obvious  that  the  commission 
cannot  ask  for  evidence  more  satisfactory. 

WelU  then,  the  liquidation  made  of  your  demands  by  the  Spanish 
government  took  place  at  the  particular  instance  of  the  minister  of  the 
iFnited  States  at  Madrid ;  it  was  not  the  work  of  persons  selected  by 
the  ministry  of  Spain,  but  of  its  most  respectable  tribunals ;  it  was  not 
investigated  by  one  alone,  but  by  various  commissions,  composed  of 
individuals  of  the  strictest  probity,  of  the  highest  rank,  and  of  no  dis- 
position to  favor  you ;  and  finally,  after  the  most  rigorous  examina- 

Rep.  C.  C.  226 17 
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tion,  it  received  the  sanction  of  the  King  himself.  It  is  also  well 
worthy  of  remark  that  when  all  this  was  efifected^  it  by  no  means  ap- 
peared that  the  United  States  would  assume  to  pay  this  debt ;  and 
when  the  liquidation  which  had  been  accomplished  was  communicated 
by  the  minister  of  State  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 
he  not  only  did  not  make  any  objection  to  it,  but  in  the  name  of  his 
government  returned  his  thanks  and  manifested  every  satisfaction  with 
it.  This  liquidation,  thus  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  ad- 
mitted and  approved  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  is  the  one 
which  you  present  to  the  commission.  And  what  document  can  my 
government  give  you  that  would  be  more  conclusive  ?  Will  the  com- 
mission place  greater  faith  in  the  authentication  of  a  notary  public, 
or  of  a  merchant,  than  in  the  attestation  of  the  council  of  finance,  the 
supreme  tribunal  of  auditors,  the  treasurer  general,  the  minister  of 
finance,  or,  in  a  word,  the  King  himself?  Will  the  commission  re- 
fuse its  faith  to  the  monarch  and  the  constituted  authorities,  whom 
the  President  of  the  United  States  respects  ?  Can  it  be  doubted  that 
Spain  would  have  acted  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  in  form- 
ing a  liquidation  at  a  time  of  her  greatest  financial  difficulties,  while 
she  believed  herself  bound  to  satisfy  it? 

Although  I  am  persuaded  that  these  reflections  have  already  been 
made  by  you,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  premise  them  in  order  to 
observe  that  the  natural  cansequence  to  be  deduced  from  them  is, 
that  the  Spanish  government  will  regard  as  a  serious  insult  that  what 
in  Spain  is  acknowledged  as  most  sacred  and  respectable  should  here 
be  pronounced  of  no  value ;  that  it  will  never  consent  to  have  ques- 
tioned the  legality  and  purity  with  which  your  liquidation  was  made, 
and  which  is  accompanied  by  all  the  marks  of  authenticity  which  it 
can  give  it ;  and,  in  fine,  though  it  should  be  practicable  to  reunite 
all  the  documents  upon  which  that  liquidation  was  made,  his  Catholic 
Majesty  knows  too  well  what  is  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  ministers,  and  to  the  integrity  of  his  tribunals,  to  consent 
that  a  foreign  commission  shall  deem  itself  authorized  to  revise  their 
decrees.  With  respect  to  every  other  point  you  may  rest  assured  that 
I  am  ready  to  exert  every  good  office  near  my  government  which  you 
may  think  necessary. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOAQUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

BiCHARD  Mkadb^  Esq. 


No.  8. 
4,  Letter  from  Don  Bruno  Ballerino  to  Richard  W.  Meade  ^  iratulated. 

Madrid,  3fay  17,  1820. 

To  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  state  and  finance  I  write,  under 
this  date,  as  follows : 

"  Excellent  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  royal  order  which  your 
excellency  communicated  to  me,  under  date  of  the  9th  of  May  of  the 
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present  year,  in  order  that  the  commission  named  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  credits  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  should  extend  the  document  of  the 
liqaidation  it  had  formed  and  to  which  his  Majesty  had  heen  pleased 
to  conform,  and  compromising  with  Meade  respecting  his  demands  for 
losses  and  damages  sustained.  The  commission,  before  extending  the 
docament,  exerted  itself  as  much  as  was  in  its  power  to  regulate  said 
damages  and  losses  in  the  mode  that  should  be  most  beneficial  to  the 
royal  finances,  and  after  several  official  communications,  originals  of 
which  I  transmit  to  your  excellency,  and  having  held  repeated  con- 
ferences with  Meade,  the  commission  fixed  his  reclamations  on  the 
terms  expressed  in  the  document,  without  its  being  possible  to  obtain 
any  farther  deduction.  In  consequence  thereof,  it  has  extended  the 
document  upon  such  terms  as  it  believed  would  fulfil  tht?  ideas  of  his 
Majesty,  considering  the  want  of  practice  in  the  formation  of  such  a 
docament,  and  it  is  now  enclosed  to  your  excellency.  The  commis- 
sion likewise  enclose  all  the  original  vouchers  for  the  sums  claimed  by 
Meade,  in  order  that  they  may  be  transmitted  to  the  departments  to 
which  they  respectively  correspond  to  be  cancelled.  Hoping  from  the 
goodness  of  your  excellency  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  us  if 
said  document  is  in  due  order,  or  it  it  ought  to  be  extended  in  any 
other  form,  in  order  that  we  may  regulate  the  same  agreeably  to  the 
wishes  of  his  Mi^esty." 

All  which  I  communicate  to  you  in  answer  to  your  note  of  the  11th 
instant,  and  by  this  you  will  be  informed  of  the  receipt  of  the  original 
documents  which  you  had  remitted  me  of  your  claims,  and  that  they 
have  been  sent  to  the  ministerial  departments  to  which  they  corres- 
pond. 

Grod  preserve  you  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLABINO. 

Mr.  Bichard  W.  Mbadb. 


5.  Note  from  Don  Bruno  BaUarino  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  dated  August 
31,  1819,  translaiedy  and  which  in  this  memorial  should  have  pre-^ 
ceded  the  foregoing. 

Madrid,  August  31, 1819. 

The  junta,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  orders  they  have  received  to 
liquidate  your  claims,  have  determined  that  you  should  present  the 
original  documents  or  bills  in  such  of  your  claims  as  from  their  nature 
may  have  them,  for  which  they  will  grant  you  a  correspondent  receipt, 
which  determination  I  communicate  to  you  for  its  due  execution,  in 
order  that  the  iunta  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  with  that  exactitude 
which  the  business  requires. 

God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

BBUNO  VALLABINO. 

Mr.  Bichard  W.  Mbadb. 
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No.  9. 

6.  Letter  from  John  Quincy  AdamSy  Secretary  of  State^  to  Richard  W, 

Meade. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  6,  1820. 

Sir  :  The  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  lOtb 
and  17th  ultimo  has  been  thus  long  accidentally  delayed.  In  making 
it  now  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  upon  the 
adjustment  of  your  accounts  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to 
assure  you  that  this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in  hav- 
ing at  all  contributed  to  the  satisfactory  result. 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  and  polite  intimation, 
but  see  no  sufficient  inducement  for  putting  you  to  the  trouble  of  com- 
ing hither. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

BiCHARD  W.  Mbadb,  Esq., 

Philadelphia. 


No.  10. 

To  the  Honorahle  Board  of  Commissionere  under  the  Florida  Treaty : 

The  further  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  respectfully  shows : 
That,  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  tne  opinion  deliv- 
esed  by  this  honorable  board  on  the  — —  day  of  April,  1823,  he  has 
used  every  endeavor  to  procure  the  original  papers  on  which  the  liqui- 
dation of  his  claims  by  the  Spanish  commission  was  made  ;  but,  as 
will  be  perceived  by  the  letter  of  Count  Ofalla  to  our  minister  at  Mad- 
rid, a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  herewith  annexed,  the  said  pa* 
pers  cannot  now  be  procured.  Your  memorialist  most  respectfully 
urges  that  this  further  proof  was  not  necessary  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  that  which  resulted  from  the  liquidation  itself,  which,  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  is  such  as  must  in  the  scale  of  evidence 
rank  much  higher  than  that  resulting  from  the  documents  on  which 
it  was  founded,  because  those  documents  in  the  hands  of  your  honor- 
able board  would  not  have  enabled  it  to  make  such  deductions  from 
them  as  could  be,  and  doubtless  were,  drawn  in  the  country  where 
they  were  made,  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  which  they  were  to  be 
construed  ;  and  where  the  effect  they  were  severally  entitled  to  was 
familiar  to  those  who  were  to  construe  them.  Another  consideration 
must,  it  is  thought^  place  this  in  a  stronger  point  of  view.  The 
documents  by  which  a  demand  is  supported  show  only  the  amount  of 
the  claim  ;  the  credits,  the  deductions,  if  any,  to  be  made  from  them 
can  only  be  known  to  the  opposite  party.  Who  was  such  party  here? 
The  governmient  of  Spain,  whose  officers  made  the  liquidation,  and 
whose  interest  it  was  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  claim  ;  for  let  it  be 
remembered  that  the  liquidation  was  made  after  the  United  States 
had  declared  themselves  freed  from  the  obligation  of  the  treaty.  This 
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board,  therefore,  in  proceeding  to  the  liquidation  on  the  view  of  the 
original  proofs  would  offer  the  greatest  facilities  for  a  claimant  of  ill 
faith  to  obtain  much  more  than  he  could  expect  to  do  before  a  board 
organized  as  was  the  Spanish  commission,  with  all  the  facilities  it 
possessed  from  place,  from  language,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  Uws, 
and  the  character  of  parties  and  witnesses. 

In  deference,  however,  to  the  opinion  expressed  hy  this  board,  your 
memorialist  has  shown  that  whatever  may  be  the  relative  importance 
of  the  original  documents,  they  are  now  from  necessity,  without  hs 
procurement  or  negligence,  out  of  his  reach  or  that  of  the  board. 
The  question  then  is,  whether,  supposing  them  to  be  in  the  rank  of 
priuQary  evidence,  that  which  the  board  believe  to  be  secondary  only 
ought  not  to  be  admitted.  Here  the  opinion  of  the  board  furnishes 
the  rule  which  it  is  believed  is  the  true  one :  ^'  The  rule  is,  that  the 
best  evidence  in  the  party's  possession  or  power  ought  always  to  be  pro- 
duced, or  some  reasonaible  account  given  why  it  is  not."  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  further  restriction  ought  to  be  given  to  the  rule,  and  that 
the  party  ought  to  show  that  it  is  not  by  his  procurement,  or  even  by 
his  negligence,  that  the  evidence  has  been  placed  out  of  his  power. 

Now  apply  the  rule  thus  restricted  to  the  present  case.  The  evi- 
dence is  shown  by  the  papers  originally  produced  to  have  been  de- 
posited in  the  secretaria  at  the  time  of  the  liquidation.  This  was 
&irly  done,  because  as  the  claim  against  the  government  was  by  the 
liquidation  changed  into  a  debt  of  a  higher  nature,  as  there  was  a 
complete  novation  of  the  contract,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  oj£cers  of 
the  Spanish  government  to  retain  and  cancel  the  evidence  of  the  first 
agreement,  and  this  appears  to  have  been  done.  If  the  liquidation 
had  been  made  prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  evidence  of  that  liquidation  would  have  been  the  best  evi- 
dence ;  but  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  memorialist  that  it  was  re- 
tarded. His  endeavors  for  that  purpose  were  unceasing  long  before 
the  treaty.  It  was  then  a  necessary  operation  to  procure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  due  him  from  Spain.  In  the  promotion  of  it,'  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  exhibit  and  deposit  his  vouchers.  It  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  security  of  the  Spanish  government  that  its  officers 
should  keep  them ;  and  from  the  whole,  it  results  that  their  being 
BOW  out  of  the  reach  of  the  memorialist  is  not  the  effect  of  his  negli- 
geooe  or  procurement. 

Having  shown  that  we  come  within  the  rule,  the  effect  is  to  be  that 
the  next  best  evidence  in  the  fower  of  the  party  is  to  supply  its  place. 
What  is  that  evidence  in  the  present  case  ?  The  sentence  of  the  liqui- 
dation ?  Or  the  copies  or  other  evidence  of  the  vouchers  on  which  that 
seotence  was  rendered?  Conclusively,  it  is  believed,  that  which  forms 
the ^rsi  of  these  alternatives.  That  is  the  best  eyidence  which  affords 
the  best  means  of  discovering  the  truth ;  for  evidence  is  nothing  else  than 
that  which  shows  the  truth.  The  truth  sought  for  here  is,  what  was 
the  amount  due  to  Mr.  Meade  from  the  Spanish  government  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819  ?  We  must  then  examine  which  of  the  two 
species  of  evidence  will  brin^^  the  board  most  probably  to  this  knowl- 
edge. In  order  to  pursue  this  inquiry  with  effect,  we  must  state  pre-, 
cisely  what  the  two  alternatives  (for  there  are  only  two)  are.  The  ono 
is  a  liquidation  and  settlement  of  a  variety  of  claims,  some  founded 
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in  contract,  some  on  tortg,  some  depending  on  written,  some  on  pa- 
role, proof.  A  liquidation  made  by  a  special  court,  in  the  form  of  a 
i'udgment,  and  haying  all  its  solemnity  and  all  its  effect,  (except  per- 
laps  that  it  could  not  be  enforced  by  execution  against  the  King,)  but 
as  to  the  settlement  of  the  amount,  final  and  conclusive.  To  under- 
stand the  authority  it  ought  to  have,  we  must  consider  when,  where, 
by  whom,  and  under  what  circumstances,  it  was  made. 

The  time  at  which  this  investigation  was  demanded,  and  at  which 
it  terminated,  are  important  in  this  inquiry.  If  from  these  dates  it  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  claimant  and  the  government  of  Spain 
had  any  other  view  than  the  one  of  obtaining  payment  of  the  other, 
without  any  view  to  the  intervention  of  a  third  party,  if  they  show  us 
that  the  government  of  Spain  had  the  highest  interest  in  reducing  the 
claim  of  the  memorialist  to  its  just  amount,  then  it  follows  that  the 
recognition  by  that  government  of  the  amount  of  the  debt,  is  much 
better  evidence  of  it  than  any  that  could  be  derived  from  documents 
which,  from  their  nature,  only  show  one  side  of  the  account.  The 
board  is  of  opinion  '^  That  Mr.  Meade  had  some  demands  upon  the 
Spanish  government  prior  to  the  12th  September,  1815  ;"  that  he  de- 
manded payment,  and  that  it  was  promised  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
liquidated.  From  all  the  documents  it  appears  that  this  liquidation 
was  unceasingly  demanded,  and  that  a  petition  was  presented  praying 
that  a  tribunal  might  be  designated  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affair, 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  consequently  before  the  government  of 
Spain  or  the  memorialist  could  have  any  expectation  that  the  United 
States  were  to  be  substituted  as  the  debtors.  In  this  state  of  things  the 
treaty  took  place.  No  nomination  of  commissioners  having  been  made 
on  the  first  petition,  a  second  was  presented,  and  a  board  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  deciding  on  his  claims  ;  but 
they  had  not  made  their  decree  when  the  six  months  limited  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  having  elapsed,  the  United  States  gave  for- 
mal notice  that  they  did  not  consider  the  treaty  as  binding.  It  was 
then  as  if  it  never  had  been  made  ;  and  it  was  in  this  state  of  things 
that  the  final  liquidation  was  inade,  by  which  the  court  decreed  that 
the  government  of  Spain  was  indebted  to  the  claimant  in  the  sum  he 
now  demands.  The  demand  then  for  a  settlement  and  the  decree  al- 
lowing the  debt,  were  both  made  at  times  when,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  there  could  be  no  collusion ;  when  the  claimant  expected  to  be 
paid  by  Spain,  and  Spain  could  not  expect  the  intervention  of  the 
United  States  to  exonerate  her  from  the  payment. 

The  place  at  which  these  proceedings  took  is  also  material  to 
ascertain  their  importance  in  the  comparison.  It  was  in  Spain^ 
in  the  country  where  the  debtor's  influence  was  paramount;  where 
every  facility  was  at  hand  for  detecting  any  imposition  or  over- 
charge ;  where  the  claimant  was  a  foreigner  demanding  a  very 
large  sum  of  money,  which  the  government  found  it  very  inconvenient 
to  pay.  All  these  were  circumstances  which  would,  under  the  com- 
mission there,  quite  as  much  incline  and  enable  them,  with  much 
better  effect,  to  reduce  the  claim  to  its  just  bounds  than  with  the  same 
evidence  this  commission  can  possibly  do  here. 

The  persons  by  whom  the  settlement  was  made  give  it  also  additional 
weight  in  the  scale  of  evidence.    They  were  persons  of  the  highest 
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dignity  from  their  rank  and  office,  formed  into  a  special  court  for 
that  purpose,  named  hj  the  King,  and,  of  course,  not  inclined  to  favor 
the  memorialififc  to  the  injury  of  the  government. 

One  of  the  principal  circumstances  under  which  this  liquidation  was" 

made  is,  that  it  was  at  the  solicitation  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States, 

with  the  knowledge,  and,  as  it  may  he  fairly  inferred,  hy  the  orders 

of  the  American  government.     Less  weight  seems  to  have  been  given 

to  this  feature  in  the  case  by  this  honorable  board  than  it  will  be  found, 

when  reconsidered,  to  merit.     In  the  opinion  given  by  the  board  it  is 

said :  ^'  That  the  minister  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade, 

and  that  it  was  just  such  a  case  as  would  always  be  practiced  by  our 

minister ;  he  lends  his  aid  to  a  citizen  abroad  to  bring  his  matters  to 

such  an  issue  as  he  wishes,  vnihout  either  thinJeing  or  believing  that  his 

own  country  is  the  least  to  be  affected  thereby."     But  it  is  respectfully 

urged  that  in  this  case,  at  the  time  our  minister  lent  his  aid,  at  the 

time  he  urged  the  liquidation,  a  treaty  was  negotiating  which  would 

make  the  settlement  a  very  material  one  to  the  interest  of  his  country 

and  his  countrymen.     It  was  urged  by  Mr.  Erving  as  well  as  by  Mr. 

Forsyth ;  and  if  it  had  taken  place  before  the  day  of  signing  the 

treaty,  there  would  have  been  no  doubt  of  its  binding  the  United 

States.     The  intent  of  inserting  that  article  must  have  been  known  to 

our  minister  in  Spain,  as  he  had  been  negotiating  also,  although  the 

treaty  was  eventually  concluded  here;  indeed,  it  was  a  matter  of 

notoriety  that  such  a  stipulation  must  form  the  basis  of  any  treaty  that 

should  be  madfi.    When  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  therefore, 

urged  the  settlement  of  this  claim,  it  was  not  as  in  ordinary  cases, 

bat  with  a  view  to  the  very  question  that  has  arisen.     This  reasoning 

applies  to  the  interposition  of  our  minister  before  the  treaty,  and  it 

has  equal  force  to  his  efforts  afterwards,  because,  as  will  be  seen,  he 

continued  them  under  a  full  persuasion  that  the  claimant's  demand, 

as  it  should  be  settled  by  the  Spanish  commission,  would  come  within 

the  treaty.     It  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  this,  connected  with  the 

great  satisfaction  expressed  by  the  Executive  department  at  the  issue 

of  the  liquidation,  tnat  our  government  was  sufficiently  privy  to  the 

proceedings  to  render  any  objection  to  their  validity  inadmissible. 

The  board  must  now  consider  whether  a  sentence  made  under  such  sol- 
emnities, at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  such  circumstances,  a  sentence 
accompanied  by  a  summary  of  the  evidence,  and  the  reasons  on  which 
it  was  founded,  is  not  infinitely  more  calculated  to  persuade  the  mind 
that  the  result  which  it  has  established  is  the  true  one,  than  any  con- 
clusion which  the  most  upright  and  most  intelligent  men  can  form 
from  a  view  of  the  documents,  (could  they  all  be  procured,)  under  all 
the  disadvantages  of  distance,  language,  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
laws  and  forms  of  proceedings,  the  usages  of  commerce,  the  character 
of  witnesses,  and  the  nameless  other  things  which  enable  a  native  on 
the  spot  to  decide  more  justly  than  a  foreigner  at  a  distance. 

Let  the  members  of  this  board,  on  a  view  of  the  documents  of  the 
claimant,  pronounce  a  sentence  of  liquidation  of  his  account — and 
certainly  no  men,  under  their  circumstances,  could  bring  to  the  task 
more  intelligence  or  desire  to  do  justice— let  them  make  a  sentence 
of  liquidation,  and  then,  after  explaining  the  circumstances  under 
which  each  was  made  to  a  perfect  stranger,  ask  him  in  which^  accord- 
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ing  to  the  rules  of  natural  reason,  he  would  place  most  confidence 
as  being  that  which  was  best  calculated  to  elicit  truth.  Can  the 
answer  be  doubted  ?  Both  sentences  he  would  say  were  made  by  intel- 
ligent, upright  men,  but  the  last  was  made  under  disadvantages  that 
no  intelligence  or  learning  could  overcome;  the  first  with  every  advan- 
tage to  enable  the  judges  to  render  justice,  and  without  any  motive  to 
lead  them  astray.  The  first  judgment  is,  therefore,  most  convincing 
that  it  is  true;  in  other  words,  it  is  the  best  evidence.  But  it  is  said 
'^  the  commissioners  are  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  validity  of 
all  the  claims."  But  if  this  liquidation  is  admitted,  it  will  be  the 
Spanish  commission,  not  this  board  that  will  have  decided.  It  is  most 
respectfully  re  j^uested  that  this  opinion  may  be  reconsidered.  The 
board  must  examine  and  decide,  it  is  true,  but  they  must  decide  accord- 
ing to  evidence,  that  is,  according  to  the  circumstances  which  persuade 
them  of  the  truth  of  any  position.  Now,  whether  that  circumstance 
be  the  decision  of  other  men,  made  under  such  circumstance  as  con- 
vince them  that  their  decision  is  right,  or  whether  it  be  any  other 
evidence,  is  suv*ely  immaterial. 

If  the  liquidation  had  been  made  before  the  date  of  the  treaty,  the 
board  say  that  they  would  have  admitted  it.  Why  ?  not  because  it  is 
a  contract  or  contains  any,  but  because  it  was  the  best  evidence  of  a 
pre-existing  contract.  There  is  an  implied  contract,  to  be  sure^  to 
perform  a  sentence  or  award ;  but  there  is  a  like  implied  contract 
to  make  satisfaction  for  the  injury  complained  of;  therefore  the  judg- 
ment creates  no  new  contract ;  it  only  forms  evidence  of  the  old. 

Judgments  in  ordinary  cases  derive  their  conclusive  force  from  posi- 
tive law  ;  that  law  is  founded,  however,  on  the  probability  that  what 
has  been  decided  by  men  worthy  of  trust,  who  have  had  all  the  means 
of  coming  to  a  just  conclusion  which  evidence  and  the  hearing  of  the 
parties  could  afford,  was  well  decided.  To  prevent  litigation,  this 
probability  is  declared  in  all  systems  of  jurisprudence  to  have  the 
effect  of  positive  proof.  But  before  this  board,  which  can  be  guided 
by  no  positive  law,  but  must  decide  according  to  the  rules  of  right 
reason,  a  judgment  in  itself  has  no  other  effect  than  that  which  reason 
would  give  it ;  but  reason  gives  it  no  other  effect  than  is  derived  from 
the  probability  that  the  judges  have  decided  right,  because  they  had 
better  means  of  so  doing.  Now,  this  probability  is  just  as  great,  un- 
der the  circumstances  in  this  case,  in  the  judgment  rendered  after  the 
signature  of  the  treaty,  as  it  would  have  been  if  had  been  rendered 
before,  but  the  probability  and  the  evidence  are  here  the  same  thing; 
therefore,  the  evidence  of  the  judgment  passed  after  the  signature  of 
the  treaty^  is  as  great  as  that  it  would  have,  had  it  been  rendered  be- 
fore ;  and  as  the  board  have  said  that  in  the  one  case  it  would  have  been 
good  evidence,  it  must  be  so  in  the  other. 

The  force  which  a  judgment  ought  to  have,  by  the  philosophy  of 
evidence,  may  be  further  illustrated  thus : 

Whatever  is  not  demonstrated  to  us  by  own  senses,  must,  if  we  are 
to  decide  upon  it,  be  proved  by  other  evidence  ;  the  weight  of  this 
evidence  depends,  not  only  on  the  veracity  of  the  witness,  but  on  the 
confidence  we  have  in  his  powers  of  apprehending,  and  judging,  and 
his  means  of  observing  that  which  he  relates  ;  where  these  concur, 
the  evidence  is  high ;  where  either  of  them  are  wanting  it  is  propor- 
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tionably  lessened  ;  but  it  is  not  only  fact  that  is  the  object  of  evidence, 
jadgment  in  many  cases  becomes  so.  In  the  civil  law,  when  any 
question  respecting  a  particular  trade  occurs  ^^  experts f"  or  persons 
skilled  in  the  particular  branch  are  named,  they  give  their  opinion  on 
the  point  in  dispute,  and  that  opinion  is  evidence.  Thus,  in  the  com- 
mon law,  the  statement  of  accounts  is  referred  to  accountants^  and 
their  report,  in  other  words  their  opinion,  is  evidence  ;  in  like  man- 
ner a  physician  states  his  opinion,  whether  the  deceased  died  of  the 
wound  inflicted  by  the  prisoner;  in  these,  and  a  thousand  similar  cases, 
the  judgment  or  opinion  of  those  who  had  a  better  opportunity  of 
forming  a  just  conclusion,  than  the  tribunal  who  are  deciding  the 
question,  is  evidence  of  greater  or  less  weight  according  to  the  char- 
acter, means  of  observation,  and  faculties  of  the  witness.  Indepen- 
dent of  positive  law,  the  force  of  judgments,  as  evidence,  is  drawn 
from  the  same  source.  And  if  the  tribunal  that  is  to  decide,  believes 
the  judges  who  before  decided  were  honest,  capable,  and  were  from 
fuller  testimony,  or  from  other  circumstances,  better  enabled  to  decide, 
undoubtedly  their  opinion  or  judgment  ought  as  much  to  be  evidence 
as  the  opinion  of  the  experts  or  the  physician  ;  and  it  would  seem  as 
conclusive  to  say,  that  the  accountant,  the  expert,  or  the  physician, 
decided  the  point  on  which  he  gave  his  opinion,  as  to  say  that  this 
board  did  not  decide  because  they  admitted  and  gave  credit  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Spanish  commission. 

This  tribunal  is  not  bound  by  any  rules  for  the  admission  of  testi- 
mony which  guide  the  decisions  of  ordinary  courts.     If  they  were,  it 
is  not  thought  that  it  would  make  any  difference  on  this  point.     Evi- 
dence with  them  is  that  only  which  is  most  likely  to  show  the  truth  ; 
and  all  that  is  now  asked  is,  that  they  will  determine  which  will  be 
the  best  evidence  of  truth  ;  the  decree  of  the  Spanish  commission, 
or  that  which  they  themselves  will  probably  make  on  such  evidence 
of  the  claim  as   the  party  now  has^  independent  of  that  sentence. 
The  memorialist  therefore  concludes,  that,  according  to   the  rule  of 
admitting  the  best  evidence  in  the  party's  power,  the  proceedings  un- 
der the  Spanish  commission  is  such  evidence.     If  his  reasonings  be 
at  all  correct,  it  is  first  in  rank ;  but  as  the  board  seems  to  think 
otherwise,  the  question  is  whether  it  is  not  better  than  any  evidence 
that  can  be  adduced  to  supply  the  original  documents  that  are  now  in 
Spain,  and  that  cannot  be  procured.     That  evidence  is,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  conclusive.     It  consists  of  notarial  copies  of  the  different  docu- 
ments and  vouchers  on  which  a  great  part  of  the  judgment  was  founded. 
To  know  what  force  this  kind  of  testimony  ought  to  have,  we  must 
first  obtain  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  the  commissioners  in  Spain 
had.     We  must  inquire  what  were  the  laws  of  Spain  on  that  head;  for 
it  is  believed  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  effect  which   that  evi- 
dence is  to  have,  must  be  judged  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in 
which  it  originated.     Notorial  acts  have  nothing  precisely  equivalent 
to  them  in  the  common  law.     They  form  one  species  of  that  which  is 
called,  in  the  civil  law,  ^'authentic  acts  ;"  they  import  perfect  verity 
of  all  that  they  entertain,  and  cannot  be  contradicted  but  by  an  alle- 
gation of  forgery.     The  text  of  the  law  is  precise,  and  is  found  in  the 
3d  partidas  tit.  18  law  114  :  ''And  we  also  declare,  that  any  instru- 
ment made  by  the  hands  of  a  notary  public  in  which  are  written  the 
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names  of  two  witnesses  at  least,  and  the  day,  and  the  month,  andtlie 
era,  and  the  place  in  which  it  was  made,  as  we  have  before  declared, 
shall  be  yalid  to  prove  all  that  is  therein  said."  The  original  of  these 
laws  shall  be  produced  whenever  the  board  direct.  That  they  are  still 
in  force  and  practiced  under  universally  in  the  Spanish  dominions,  as 
well  as  the  manner  of  proving  them,  is  shown  by  the  annexed  affida- 
vits of  a  Spanish  notary  of  respectability,  named  Felix  Megia,  at 
present  in  Philadelphia,  of  your  memorialist,  and  of  John  Leamy, 
and  Juan  Martinez  Cardeza,  marked  B  and  C.  In  France,  and  in  all 
countries  governed  by  the  civil  law,  the  notarial  or  authentic  act  has 
the  same  force.  Poth  on  Obligations  No.  704:  '^An  authentic  act 
proves  against  third  persons  rem  ipaamy  that  is  to  say,  that  the  trans- 
action which  it  includes  has  happened." 

In  Louisiana  this  part  of  the  court  law  remain  in  force,  and  by  a 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  there,  it  will  be  seen,  that  instruments 
executed  in  Spain,  authenticated  precisely  in  the  manner  used  for  giv- 
ing validity  to  the  documents  now  before  the  board,  are  received  as 
conclusive  evidence  there.  The  case  is  Ferrers  vs.  Bosel,  reported  in 
10th  Martin,  page  35.  The  court  there  say :  *'  The  only  question  in 
this  case  is,  as  to  the  admission  as  evidence  of  notarial  instruments, 
executed  at  Bagur,  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  The  signature  of  Jos^ 
Puig  y  Pui,  the  notary  before  whom  those  instruments  were  execated, 
as  well  as  his  official  capacity,  are  proven  by  the  signatures  and  signs 
of  three  notaries  of  the  District ;  by  that  of  the  constitutional  alcalde 
at  Bagur,  and  also  by  the  American  consul  at  Barcelona,  who  has  also 
certified  that  of  the  alcalde.  The  authenticity  given  by  Spanish  offi- 
cers to  these  instruments,  would  give  them  credit  in  the  tribunals  of 
Spain ;  and  I  think  when  the  signature  and  seal  of  an  American 
consul  are  added  to  the  proof  of  the  handwriting  of  the  notaries,  they 
ought  to  be  received  in  this.''  In  the  present  case,  in  the  principal 
testimony,  the  notaries'  signatures  are  certified  by  Thomas  Gongh,  in- 
terpreter to  the  American  legation  at  Madrid^  and  who  was  duly  author- 
ized to  that  effect,  as  can  be  proved  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  if  necessary. 

From  these  authorities  and  this  evidence,  the  memorialist  thinks  he 
may  safely  conclude,  that  in  a  court  proceeding  according  to  the  most 
rigid  rules  of  law,  the  instruments  he  has  produced  would  be  consid- 
ered as  conclusive  proof  of  that  which  they  contain.  What  is  it  they 
contain  ?  Proof  of  every  item  on  which  the  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
count has  been  made,  except  the  allowances  for  damages  and  those 
resulting  from  the  imprisonment. 

The  memorialist  will  not  weary  thepatience  of  the  board  by  going  into 
a  minute  investigation  of  each  of  these  papers  ;  but  he  prays  the  com- 
missioners, if  they  still  think  the  original  documents  better  evidence 
than  the  final  decree,  to  examine  each  of  these  notarial  acts  carefully, 
and  then  to  decide  whether  the  whole  do  not  form  such  a  mass  of 
proof  as  must  convince  them  that  they  all  relate  to  debts  existing  be- 
fore the  dat«  of  the  treaty  ;  and  if  any  difficulty  arises  in  ascertain- 
ing the  amount  of  either  of  the  debts,  whether  that  difficulty  does 
not  arise  from  some  circumstance  that  probably  would  create  none  in 
the  mind  of  a  person  perfectly  acquainted,  not  only  with  the  transac- 
tions themselves,  but  with  the  handwriting,  the  office,  the  character 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  each,  with  the  forms  in  which  the  business 
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was  transacted  so  very  different  from  our  own,  with  the  laws  by  which 
the  contracts  are  governed  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  the 
reasons,  and  motives  why  the  payment  was  refused,  and  the  settle- 
ment delayed.  If  the  board  think  this  probable — and  really  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  imagine  how  they  should  not — then  they  must  yield  to  that 
conviction  and  get  rid  of  those  diflSculties,  and  of  the  risk  of  doing 
irremediable  injustice  by  listening  to  the  opinions  of  independent,  disin- 
terested men,  who  formed  those  opinions  under  all  the  advantages 
above  enumerated,  none  of  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  present  board 
but  those  of  integrity,  understanding,  and  dignity  of  character. 

If  these  documents  should,  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  the  memori- 
alist, want  any  extrinsic  aid,  it  will  be  found  in  other  evidence,  cir- 
cumstantial, it  is  true,  but  from  its  nature  so  persuasive  as  to  be  almost 
irresistible.  The  claims  of  the  memorialist  have  unfortunately  for 
him  been  but  too  notorious.  They  drew  the  public  attention  first 
from  the  imporlance  of  the  supplies  in  which  they  originated,  to  one 
of  the  parties  in  the  great  political  struggle  that  convulsed  Spain ; 
and  afterwards  from  the  oppression  and  ingratitude  with  which  he 
was  treated  by  the  government  who  benefited  by  them.  The  reality 
of  his  services  and  supplies  were  never  denied,  but  the  necessity  and 
means  of  payment  became  the  matter  of  public  investigation:  from  a 
private,  it  was  raised  in  dignity  to  ajiational  concern,  and  the  unjust 
severity  exercised  towards  him,  became  the  matter  of  serious  remon- 
strance on  the  part  of  the  country  whose  citizen  he  was.  That  his 
demands  were  of  ereat  magnitude,  is  proved  by  the  successful  efforts 
made  by  the  Spanish  government  to  avoid  a  payment  and  protracted 
liquidation  of  the  amount. 

These  circumstances,  which  it  is  believed  have  attended  no  other 
claim  before  the  board,  show,  that  if  there  had  been  any  attempt  at 
imposition,  in  his  accounts,  it  would  have  been  discovered,  while  the 
pnblic  attention  was  drawn  in  so  pointed  a  manner  to  the  case,  on  the 
very  spot  where  all  the  transactions  happened.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
the  silence  of  those  interested,  under  such  circumstances  would  have 
been  strong  evidence ;  but  there  are  other  circumstances  of  a  higher 
nature.  The  memorialist  was  obliged,  as  early  as  the  year  1812,  to 
publish  a  statement  in  defence  of  his  character  and  credit,  which  con- 
tains a  detailed  account  of  his  then  pending  contracts  with  the  gov- 
ernment ;  he  made  this  publication  and  another  in  the  same  year^  in 
the  city  of  Cadiz,  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  addressed  them  to  the 
government  as  well  as  to  the  public.  It  was  then  universally  known 
and  generally  canvassed.  It  is  not  probable  then  that  a  publication 
made  at  such  a  time,  for  such  a  purpose,  should  contain  the  assertion 
of  any  claims  but  such  as  he  knew  could  not  expose  him  to  the  shame 
and  injury  attendant  on  their  being  disproved,  which  if  they  were  not 
true,  could  have  been  done  by  hundreds.  Further^  the  first  of  these 
publications,  produced  answers  from  the  minister  of  finance,  and  from 
the  treasury  general  of  Spain,  which  admit  the  claims,  but  endeavor 
to  exonerate  the  government  of  Spain  from  the  charge  of  ill  faith 
under  the  plea  of  imperious  necessity  in  delaying  payment  out  of  the 
specifie  funds  it  had  designated  for  that  purpose.  It  is  proved  that 
these  publications  were  made  at  the  time  and  place  they  severally  bear 
date^  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  John  Leamy ,  thereunto  annexed,  and  the 
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board  are  respectfully  invited  to  peruse  them  under  the  impression  of 
the  time,  manner^  and  purpose  of  their  publication,  (see  in  schedule 
of  papers  now  presented  to  the  board,  those  marked  D,  E,  F,  and  G,) 
and  then  to  say,  whether  alone  they  do  not  amount  to  strong  circum- 
stancial  evidence,  that  the  demands  of  the  memorialist,  as  then  ex- 
hibited, are  honest  and  fair,  and  whether,  connected  with  the  other 
evidence  in  the  case,  they  are  not  conclusive.  If  this  impression  is 
produced  by  all  the  circumstances  combined,  or  by  any  of  them,  no 
technical  rules  ought  to  destroy  it.  That  impression  is  evidence,  is 
conviction,  no  matter  by  what  means  it  has  been  produced.  This 
board  is  unfettered  by  any  of  those  positive  rules  which  force  ordi- 
nary judges  to  shut  their  ears  to  evidence,  because  it  is  not  pre- 
sented in  the  exact  form  prescribed,  and  make  them  resist  conviction, 
because,  though  they  feel  it,  the  law,  stronger  than  reason,  bids  them 
reject  her  rules  if  they  do  not  come  clothed  in  statutory  language,  or 
are  unsanctioned  by  precedent. 

The  reason,  the  true  theory  of  evidence  is  the  only  rule  by  which  a 
board  organized  like  the  present  can  be  bound.  To  that,  the  memo- 
rialist refers.  Most  of  the  positive  rules  of  evidence  are  founded  on  it, 
and  in  ordinary  jurisdiction,  those  positive  rules  are  necessary  to  pre- 
serve uniformity  in  decisions.  But  the  members  of  this  board  are 
at  liberty  to  pursue  truth,  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  reason  alone, 
to  give  way  to  the  honest  convidtions  of  the  mind,  and  when  circum- 
stances induce  them  to  believe  a  fact,  to  declare  such  belief,  and  call 
those  circumstances  evidencey  because  they  have  shown  the  tnUh,  and 
their  belief  conviction,  because  it  is  the  result  of  their  re&tson.  This 
reasoning  is  urged  only  in  relation  to  the  circumstantial  proof  arising 
from  the  printed  papers,  but  is  not  needed  for  any  other  part  of  the 
memorialist's  case,  which  is  supported  by  proof  that  would  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  court  of  the  civilized  world,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
whole  is  consistent  with  the  true  theory  of  evidence,  and  does  not 
depend  on  any  positive  law  which  is  contrary  to  such  theory. 

The  doubts  arising  in  the  minds  of  the  commissioners,  as  to  the  cur- 
rency in  which  the  contracts  were  made,  as  well  as  the  rate  of  interest 
which  your  memorialist  was  compelled  to  pay  in  order  tomeethis  engage- 
ments, (the  government  failing  to  comply  with  theirs  to  him,)  are 
entirely  removed  by  the  annexed  four  affidavits  marked  H,  and  it  is 
presumed  that  they  will  fully  dispel  every  difficulty  on  both  these 
points  ;  but  the  remark  may  be  permitted  that  these  difficulties  and 
doubts  strongly  exemplify  that  part  of  the  argument  which  went  to  show 
the  superior  advantages  of  a  local  tribunal,  and  the  weight  that  ought 
to  be  given  to  its  opinion.  It  is  conceived  that  all  the  items  compos- 
ing the  amount  of  the  judgment  are  thus  proved,  except  perhaps  that 
of  the  damages  awarded  for  illegal  imprisonment.  The  fact,  however, 
of  this  imprisonment,  and  the  general  consequences  that  resulted  from 
it,  to  the  memorialist's  credit  and  fortune,  are  abundantly  proved  by 
the  whole  evidence ;  but  particularly  by  the  proceedings  in  Congress,^ 
and  conclusively  by  the  order  for  his  liberation ;  a  notarial  copy  of 
which  is  now  presented,  and  marked  J,  to  which  he  asks  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  board.  But  how  are  they  to  assess  the  damages? 
Here,  it  is  confessed  there  is  a  difficulty,  if  the  assessment  before  the 
commissioners  in  Spain  is  to  be  disregarded ;  but  referring  to  his  gen* 
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eral  reasoning  on  this  head,  which  applies  particularly  to  this  feature 
in  the  case,  the  memorialist  asks,  whether  it  should  be  disregarded  ? 
Whether  the  clear  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable  testimony  of  those 
who  could  best  judge  of  the  amount  of  his  damages  is  to  be  excluded, 
and  the  memorialist  is  to  be  either  deprived  of  all  that  is  due  to  him 
from  that  source,  or  is  to  have  the  amount  settled  without  any  certain 
data,  upon  which  the  judges  who  assess  them  can  act  in  the  perform* 
ance  of  that  duty. 

The  board  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  claims  for  torts  committed  by 
the  government  are  not  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  They  say  it  can- 
not come  under  the  first  renunciation,  because  it  provides  only  against 
injuries  suffered  in  consequence  of  excesses  committed  by  the  subjects, 
not  the  government,  of  Spain.  But  it  is  respectfully  answered,  that 
the  intent  of  the  parties  being  to  end  all  differences,  and  to  do  justice, 
they  must  be  supposed  to  have  included  in  their  stipulations  every- 
thing necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  dignity  of  the  contracting  parties  would  not  permit  them  to 
allow  that  any  injuries  we^e  done  by  their  order;  but  as  the  govern- 
ment can  only  act  by  others,  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  all  thinga 
done  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  were  presumed  to  be  the  acts  of 
individuals.     On  the  same  principle  as  that  hy  which  the  King 
of  England  can  do  wrong,  while  at  the  same  time  all  agents  who 
execate  his  illegal  orders  are,  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  amenable 
to  the  laws.     But  whatever  doubts  may  arise  as  to  the  first  renuncia- 
tion, there  can  be  none  it  is  presumed  under  the  fifth.     The  treaty  of 
1819,  in  which  it  is  contained,  goes  further  than  the  convention;  that, 
in  ita  preamble  only  speaks  of  the  design  of  the  parties  *^  to  adjust 
the  claims  which  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  excesses,  &c.,  by 
individuals  of  either  nation,  &c."  The  treaty  of  1819,  on  the  contrary, 
sets  out  with  a  declaration  that  the  parties  mean  to  *^  settle  aU  their 
differences."     And  again  in  the  9th  article,  which  more  immediately 
relates  to  the  subject,  the  same  idea  is  repeated ;  the  object  is  declared 
to  be,  to  put  an  end  to  ^^  all  the  differences  which  have  existed  between 
them."     And  the  means  of  effecting  that  object,  are  the  renunciations^ 
and  indemnities  afterwards  provided.     Now,  if  the  general  words  em- 
ployed in  the  renunciations,  can  be  so  construed  as  to  carry  into  effect 
the  express  object  of  the  instrument,  surely  they  ought  to  be  so  con- 
strued ;  otherwise  the  intent  of  the  parties  would  be  frustrated,  and  if 
any  species  of  claim  should  be  left  unprovided  for,  aU  differences  would 
not  be  settled.     The  second,  third,  and  fourth  renunciations,  apply  to 

E articular  claims  which  were  known  to  exist,  but  the  negotiators, 
aving  constantly  in  view  the  settlement  of  all  differences,  supposed 
there  might  be  others  not  coming  within  the  enumerations  made,  but 
which,  yet  ought  to  be  provided  for,  add  a  fifth,  comprehending  ^^  aU 
claims  upon  the  Spanish  government/'  without  any  other  restriction 
than  that  they  should  be  such  as  were  presented  before  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  either  to  the  government  here,  or  to  its  minister  in  Spain, 
between  the  years  1802  and  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

Kow,  it  .is  most  respectfully  urged,  that  to  say  that  any  species  of 
claim  whatever,  whether  arising  from  the  contract  or  tort,  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  renunciation,  is  to  contravene  the  express  intent  of  both 
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the  contractiag  parties,  and  contradict  the  express  words  of  the  pro- 
vision. It  is  a  rule  well  established,  and  founded  in  reason,  that  where 
the  words  are  clear,  no  construction  to  contradict  them  can  be  admit- 
ted in  favor  of  a  supposed  intent ;  but  here,  both  the  intent  and  the 
words  concur,  and  must  both  be  violated  if  this  demand  be  excluded. 

It  would,  moreover,  be  an  injury  to  the  reputation  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  to  suppose,  that  the  compensation  was  intended  for 
wrongs  inflicted  by  individuals,  while  those  received  in  consequence 
of  their  own  orders  should  be  unprovided  for. 

Besides,  if  any  species  of  claim  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  general 
terms  aU  ctaima^  why  include  torts  rather  than  contracts  ?  The  dis- 
tinction surely  must  be  arbitrary  to  whatever  species  of  claims  the 
preference  be  given.  The  only  way  of  avoiding  the  difficulty,  is  to 
make  no  distinction  where  the  instrument  makes  none. 

The  board  say  there  is  a  difficulty  in  their  assessing  the  damages — 
it  is  acknowledged  ;  but  because  the  task  is  difficult  it  ought  not  to  be 
left  undone  to  the  injury  of  a  party,  and  it  may  be  avoided  by  taking 
the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  commissioners  as  evidence.  Jurors  do  so 
every  day;  and  the  commonest  question  on  a  writ  of  inquiry  to  a  wit- 
ness is,  what  damage  do  you  think  the  plaintiff  has  suffered  in  con- 
sequence of  the  injury?  The  board  is  the  jury,  the  commissioners  in 
Spain  are  the  witnesses;  hear  them  and  give  the  weight  to  their  testi- 
mony which  their  character  and  means  of  information  merit. 

A  concluding  view  that  will  be  taken  of  the  subject,  renders  it  ne- 
cessary once  more  to  return  to  the  liquidation  or  final  judgment ; 
hitherto  it  has  been  considered  solely  in  the  light  that  it  ought  to 
have  in  an  ordinary  court  of  law.  But  there  are  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  evidence  of  part  of  which  is  now  for  the  first  time  pre- 
sented, that  require  it  to  be  regarded  in  another  light. 

The  agency  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  procuring 
this  settlement — the  persuasion  of  both  parties  thai  it  was  provided  for 
in  the  treaty  ^  and  the  absolute  refusal  of  one  of  them  to  ratify  until  this 
was  unequivocally  dedared — form  such  circumstances  of  equity  as  in 
a  case  between  individuals  would  induce  a  chancellor  at  once  to  give 
relief.  The  memorialist  might  have  obtained,  as  his  security,  the 
very  property  that  is  ceded  by  the  treaty;  he  abandoned  it  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  own  government,  and  this  alone  forms  no  trifling  item 
in  the  equity  of  his  case. 

Tue  agency  of  the  United  States  in  procuring  the  settlement  is  fully 

E roved,  and  has  been  commented  on;  it  has  been  shown  not  to  have 
een  a  common  interference,  but  one  beenn  when  they  were  negotiat- 
ing the  treaty  by  which  they  were  to  become  responsible  for  it,  and 
continued  while  it  was  uncertain  whether  it  would  be  ratified  or  not. 
The  persuasion  that  the  officers  of  the  United  States  were  under, 
that  it  was  included  in  the  treaty,  and  the  declarations  made  by  them 
previous  to  its  ratification  are  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
our  minister  in  Spain,  through  whose  agency  the  ratification  was  ob- 
tained ;  it  will  be  seen  by  that  testimony,  that  that  gentleman  when 
pressing  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  (at  which  time  he  was  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  memorialist's 
claim,  having  seen  the  papers  relative  to  the  liquidation,  and  having 
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previously  received  tixe  official  letter  of  the  governnent  of^pain  on 
that  subject)  did  not  hesitate  to  state  to  Mr.  Martinez  de  la  Rosa, 
then  a  deputy  of  the  cortes  and  president  of  the  special  commission  to 
whom  the  treaty  had  been  referred,  and  subsequently  minister  of 
State,  that  the  claim  of  the  memorialist  was  a  jtist  one,  and  was  in^ 
eluded  in  the  treaty,  consequently  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 
Here,  then,  we  see  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
expressly,  by  his  own  declaration,  under  oath,  making  use  of  this 
yery  identical  settled  claim,  stating  that  it  was  just,  and  was  included 
in  the  treaty,  and  urging  these  with  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  cortes  as  motives  for  its  ratification.     (See  document  marked  K.) 

That  Spain  would  not  have  ratified  the  treaty,  at  least  the  cortes 
wonld  not  have  consented  to  annul  the  grants  of  land  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon  and  Count  Pufion  Kostro  as  regarded  the  United 
States,  and  which  most  certainly  by  some  error  had  become  valid  by 
the  treaty  itself,  and  on  which  it  appears  the  ratification  depended,  is 
proved  by  the  affidavit  of  Jose  Moreno  de  Guerra,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  deputies  of  that  same  cortes,  and  which  affidavit  is  cor- 
roborated by  that  of  Mr.  Forsyth.     (See  document  L.) 

The  document  marked  M  is  a  copy  of  the  memorial  which  your 
memorialist,  when  he  left  Cadiz  in  *  June,  1820,  transmitted  to  his 
agent  at  Madrid  to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  cortes  when  it  should 
assemble  in  that  city,  which  took  place  in  the  following  month  of 
July  of  the  same  year  ;  that  memorial  is  presented  to  show  the  uni- 
formity of  your  memorialist's  proceedings  throughout  this  long  pro- 
tracted and  disagreeable  affair,  and  also  his  reliance  on  the  justice  and 
good  faith  of  that  national  assembly. 

The  document  annexed  and  marked  N  is  an  original  letter  from 
Ur.  Hilario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon,  the  present  charge  d'affaires  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  in  this  country,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  address- 
ed by  him  to  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  which  will  fully  to  the 
board  the  opinion  which  that  government  entertains  with  regard  to 
the  claim  of  your  memorialist. 

The  acknowledged  debt  due  to  your  memorialist  by  Spain  is  ad- 
mitted by  both  parties  to  be  included  in  the  treaty.  Spain  further 
declares  that,  she  has  given  an  equivalent  for  this  debt,  and  has  re- 
ceived from  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  full  and  ample 
discharge  for  its  entire  amount.  If  the  board  should,  therefore,  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  an  engagement  thus  solemnly  contracted  between 
two  governments,  to  whom  is  the  memorialist  to  apply  for  justice  ? 
Certain  it  is  that  he  will  be  ruined,  and  his  own  government  will 
have  reaped  all  the  advantages  of  his  debt. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  testimony,  to  explain  a  written  instrument, 
is  inadmissible;  but,  independent  of  the  arguments  before  stated,  to 
show  that  these  strict  rules  do  not  serve,  it  is  certain  that  courti9  of 
equity  do  admit  such  proof  when  a  party  has  been  induced  by  verbal 
declarations  to  execute  an  instrument  to  his  injury ;  and  to  refuse  the 
claim  of  the  memorialist  would  be  to  say  that  the  only  claim  should 
he  exduded  which  the  agents  of  both  parties  declared  w&ts  specially 
included^  and  which  one  of  them  made  a  sine  qua  turn  of  his  accept- 
anoe  of  the  treaty. 
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All  which  18  respectfully  suhmitted  to  the  honorable  hoard  by  the 
memorialist,  with  a  renewal  of  all  his  former  protests  as  communi- 
cated to  both  governments. 

Washington  City,  May  20, 18?4. 

The  Document  marked  0  contains  the  affidavit  of  John  Bainbridge, 
esquire,  principal  of  the  respectable  house  of  Bainbridges  &  Brown, 
of  London,  and  of  George  Roberts,  clerk  of  the  said  house,  which  lat- 
ter gentleman  resided,  during  the  years  1811,  1812,  and  1813,  at 
Cadiz,  and  will  show  in  general  terms  the  extent  of  the  memorialist's 
transactions  with  the  governments  of  Spain,  which  the  deponents  were 
acquaiuted  with  in  consequence  of  the  house  being  the  principal  agent 
of  the  memorialist  in  London,  and  from  the  friendship,  intimate  and 
continued  correspondence  which  subsisted  between  the  memorialist 
and  said  house. 

Sundry  documents  and  evidence  relative  to  that  part  of  the  claim 
which  refers  to  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Bayard,  for  which  the  memorial- 
ist was  agent,  and  which  was  included  in  the  general  liquidation 
made  by  the  commissioners  at  Madrid,  are  respectfully  submitted  and 
marked  P.  Q.  B. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


No.  11. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenicdives  of  the  United  States  of 

America  in  Conyreea  assembled : 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  Richard  W.  Meade  respectfully  shows, 
that  the  practical  operation  and  effect  of  the  ^  treaty  of  amity  and 
limits  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,"^ 
originally  signed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819^ 
but  after  having  expired  and  become  void  by  its  own  limitation,  in  its 
unratified  and  inchoate  date,  revived  and  proposed  anew  on  the  part 
of  the  Spanish  government,  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  1820 ;  and 
finally  concluded  by  the  ratification  of  the  President  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1821,  and  by  an  ex- 
change of  ratifications  between  the  ministers  of  the  two  governments 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  the  same  month  ;  and  the  result  of 
the  commission  established  by  the  said  treaty,  for  the  examination  of 
certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, have  confirmed  all  the  anticipations  of  your  memorialist, 
originally  communicated  by  him  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  way  of  preliminary  caution,  at 
the  inception  and  in  the  inchoate  state  of  the  treaty,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  find  itself  bound  by  good  faith  and 
justice  to  make  some  special  provision,  separate  and  apart  from  any 
mode  of  indemnity  provided  oy  the  treaty,  for  a  debt  due  from  the 
Spanish  government  to  your  memorialist ;  a  debt  originating  in  con- 
siderations the  most  meritorious,  and  of  the  most  indispensable  obli- 
gation upon  the  moral  sense,  the  gratitude,  and  the  justice  of  the 
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SpaniRh  nation  ;  ackviowledged  and  secured  to  him  by  all  the  highest 
eolemnities  and  sanctions  that  can  be  invoked  to  bind  the  faith  of  a 
State  ;  and  which,  as  he  is  ready  to  prove,  nothing  but  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  treaty,  and  its  ostensible  but  fallacious  transfer  of  the 
duty  to  pay  the  debt  from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  has  prevented 
irom  being  fully  and  satisfactorily  discharged  by  his  original  debtor. 

The  history  and  nature  of  your  memorialist's  connexion  with  the 
Spanish  government,  and  of  his  claims  upon  the  same,  have  already 
been  so  amply  unfolded^  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  to  the  govern- 
ment and  people,  as  to  make  it  necessary  now  to  recapitulate  only 
auch  of  the  facts  connected  with  it,  as  tend  to  illustrate  the  kind  and 
degree  of  the  obligation,  which,  as  he  conceives,  has  devolved  upon 
the  United  States. 

Your  memorialist  was  originally  led  to  Spain  in  the  year  1803,  to 
solicit  the  restitution  of  property,  to  a  large  amount,  belonging  to 
himself  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  detained 
at  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Spanish  government  having  refused  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  1802,  and  all  his  solicitations  proving  fruitless  ;  and 
during  his  long  detention,  in  the  country,  whilst  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  those  claims,  having  formed  some  commercial  connexions  which 
he  thought  advantageous,  he  was  at  length  induced  to  establish  a  com- 
mercial house  at  Cadiz  ;  and  in  the  year  1806  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Cadiz  ;  which 
office  he  held  till  the  year  1817.  A  succession  of  complicated  engage- 
ments and  difficulties  prolonged  his  sojourn  in  Spain  very  far  beyond 
his  original  intention  ;  and  he  did  not  quit  the  country  till  the  spring 
of  1820. 

The  various  revolutions  and  wars  which  succeeded  the  attempt  of 
the  French  Emperor  to  subjugate  Spain,  after  having  led  her  Kings 
into  captivity,  Ibund  your  memorialist  engaged  in  very  extensive  com- 
mercial business  in  the  country. 

His  principles,  his  habits  of  thinking,  and  the  sympathies  thence 
resulting,  led  him  into  very  extensive  commercial  connexions  with 
those  parties  among  the  Spaniards,  whom  he  found  to  be  actuated  by 
the  most  patriotic  and  disinterested  motives,  and  not  so  much  bigoted 
to  particular  dynasties  as  possessed  with  enlarged  and  liberal  views  of 
national  independence,  and  of  reforms  in  their  domestic  institutions. 
With  a  country  distracted  and  torn  to  pieces  by  intestine  factions, 
passing  through  all  the  stages  of  confusion  and  perplexity,  from  wild 
anarchy  to  wholesome  revolutions  ;  pressed  by  ibreign  invasion  from 
an  overwhelming  power,  and  their  finances  prostrate  ;  the  popular 
governments  which  had  been  established  in  the  several  provinces,  as 
well  as  the  general  regency  which  had  assumed  the.  reins  of  govern- 
ment in  the  name  of  their  captive  King,  found  themselves  in  the  greatest 
straits  for  the  various  supplies  absolutely  ^irecessary  to  keep  their  ar- 
mies and  guerillas  on  foot.  In  these  circumstances  you;:  memorialist, 
from  time  to  time,  entered  into  contracts  with  the  local  authorities  in 
Bpain,  for  the  furnishing  of  these  necessary  supplies  upon  a  vast  scale 
-*his  contracts,  from  first  to  last,  amounting  to  many  millions.  These 
transactions  in  several  instances  brought  him  under  an  CLclual  advance 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  at  times  when  the  Spanish  cause  was  almost 

Rep.  0.  C.  226 18 


274  BICfHARD  W.  MEADE. 

despaired  of  by  its  most  devoted  partisans  and  defenders.  His  claims 
were  acknowledged  with  the  most  explicit  demonstrations  of  gratitude, 
and  he  received  a  public  vote  of  thanks  from  the  cortes.  Indeed  the 
sreat  body  of  patriotic  Spaniards,  both  in  public  and  in  private  life, 
did  not  hesitate  to  admit  that  the  supplies  furnished  under  these  con- 
tracts were  of  the  last  necessity,  in  the  then  existing  state  of  the 
country,  and  publicly  avowed  their  conviction  that  the  success  of  the 
revolution  mainly  depended  on  the  iSnancial  facilities  afiEbrded  by  his 
commercial  credit  and  enterprise.  There  was  no  objection ,  no  difficulty, 
no  hesitation  about  the  acKUowledgment  and  remuneration  of  his 
claims,  but  what  arose  from  the  present  defect  of  available  funds  ;  a 
subject  of  as  much  regret  to  the  debtor  as  to  the  creditor  ;  and  no  ex- 
ertion was  spared  by  the  existing  government  to  discharge  a  debt  ad- 
mitted as  of  the  most  sacred  and  indespensable  obligation.  But  after 
all  they  tould  do  they  were  still  left  under  very  great  arrears  to  your 
memorialist.  These  difficulties,  however,  were  merely  temporary, 
and  must  soon  have  yielded  to  the  wise  and  patriotic  measures  of  the 
revolutionary  government,  from  which  he  entertained  no  doubt  of 
speedy  and  liberal  remuneration.  But  the  most  extraordinary  and 
perplexing  difficulties  were  thrown  in  his  way,  by  the  new  troubles 
and  unlooked-for  changes  which  followed  the  restoration  of  the  King, 
in  person,  to  the  government  of  the  country,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  prevailing  system  of  legitimacy  in  Europe.  The  cortes  who, 
during  his  captivity  in  France,  had  governed  in  his  name,  and  by  their 
wisdom  and  Cinergy  had  preserved  the  country  from  foreign  domination, 
being  dissolved  by  military  force;  their  wholesome  reforms  in  the 
system  of  government  abolished  ;  the  patriotic  party  become  the  object 
of  hatred  and  persecution  ;  and  its  more  prominent  leaders  proscribed 
and  banished.  The  claims  of  your  memorialist  shared  in  tne  neglect 
and  aversion  with  which  the  royal  government  treated  the  party  it 
had  superseded,  and  under  whose  administration  the  debts  were  con- 
tracted. 

The  iSrst  difficulty  thrown  in  his  way  was  an  attempt  to  incorporate 
the  debt  due  to  vour  memorialist  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  nation — ^a 
depreciated  fund,  in  accepting  which  he  would  have  suffered  great 
loss.  This  attempt  was  made  under  a  royal  order  of  the  12th  of 
September,  1815,  from  which  debts  due  to  foreigners  were  distinctly, 
and  in  terms^  excepted ;  and  nearly  a  year  was  consumed  in  dilatory 
discussions,  whether  your  memorialist  came  within  the  exception. 
On  the  26th  of  April,  1816,  the  report  of  the  assessor  general  to  the 
captain  general  if  the  province  ascertained  that  your  memorialist 
was  a  foreigner y  within  the  meaning  of  the  exception  ;  in  other  words, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  debt  due  to  him  is  one  of 
the  debts  excepted  in  the  royal  order,  and  ought  to  be  paid.  On  the 
80th  of  the  same  month  the  captain  general  made  an  official  report 
of  the  same  tenor  ;  and  on  the  9th  September  following  the  intendant 
communicated  to  the  treasurer  of  the  army  and  of  the  royal  finance 
of  Cadiz  a  royal  order,  dated  on  the  22d  August,  by  which  the  debts 
due  to  your  memorialist  and  some  others  named  in  the  order,  were 
recognized  as  excentions  from  the  said  order  of  the  12th  September, 
1816,  and  were  ordered  to  be  paid^  as  had  been  promised^  after  the 
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same  are  duly  liquidated,  &c.  The  debt  due  to  your  memorialist 
was  thus  authentically  aud  repeatedly  acknowledged  in  the  most 
unequivocal  terms  as  early  as  the  years  1815  and  1816,  by  the  highest 
authorities  under  the  immediate  government  of  the  King,  as  it  had 
been  before  by  the  regency  and  the  cortes.  The  requisition  in  this 
last  order,  that  the  debts  should  be  liquidated,  was  merely  formal  in 
so  far  as  it  affected  your  memorialist,  whose  only  demand,  upon  which 
such  direction  could  have  practically  operated,  consisted  of  debts 
already  liquidated  in  the  form  of  what  were  called  libramietUoSy  or 
orders  from  the  treasury,  except  a  balance  of  a  few  thousand  dollars 
due  from  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  a  balance  due  for  tobacco  payable  at 
Algesiras,  and  the  damages  and  expenses  on  protested  bills^  Sso. 

But  this  species  of  vexation  was  a  trifle  to  the  oppressions  and 
persecutions  which  were  practiced  upon  him  the  same  year  by  means 
of  the  darkest  intrigues  and  most  unprincipled  conspiracies  against 
his  liberty  and  fortune.  He  alludes  to  his  long  and  cruel  imprison- 
ment in  the  castle  of  Santa  Catalina,  at  Cadiz,  from  the  2d  May  1816, 
to  the  7th  May,  1818,  under  the  most  fraudulent  pretexts,  and  without 
any  shadow  of  justice.  The  history  and  the  character  of  this  pro- 
ceeding are  so  well  known,  from  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the 
ministers  of  the  two  governments,  and  the  communications  of  the 
Executive  to  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  from  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  of  Congress  thereupon,  that  it  is  only  necessary  on  this 
occasion  to  advert  very  succinctly  to  some  particulars  of  the  transac- 
tion, that  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  sources  or  the  causes  of  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  your  memorialist  in  his  appeals  to  the  iJpanish 
government  for  justice. 

In  the  year  1811  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  royal  tribunal  of 
commerce  of  Cadiz  (a  tribunal  possessing  full  power  aud  jarisdictioa 
in  such  cases)  assignee  of  the  estate  of  one   01as9,  an  Englishman, 
resident  at  Cadiz,  who  had  been  declared  bankrupt  in  England,  in 
consequence  of  his  connexion  with  a  mercantile  house  in  London. 
Bond  and  security  was  given  by  your  memorialist,  making  him  re- 
sponsible solely  to  the  said  tribunal  for  the  proceeds  of  the  bankrupt's 
estate,  and  prohibiting  him  from  making  any  disposition  of  the  funds 
without  their  sanction.     After  having  settled  the  affairs  of  the  estate  • 
as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  satisfied  all  demands  oa  the 
same  in  Spain,  there  remained  in  his  hands  a  balance  of  about  62,000 ' 
dollars,  which  he  solicited  the  tribunal  to  permit  him  to  remit  to  the 
assignees  in  England  ;  and  he  several  times  petitioned  the  tribunal 
to  that  effect.    The  delays  incident  to  all  Spanish  proceedings,  post* 
poned  any  decision  till  a  Mr.  Hunter,  a  partner  in  the   Dankrupt 
house,  was  sent  out  to  Cadiz  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up  the  con« 
cem.     But  before  the  business  could  be  settled,  Glass  laid  an  injunc- 
tion on  the  funds,  pretending  that  he  had  been  illegally  included  in 
the  bankiuptcy  of  the  English  house.     Mr.  Hunter,  being  in  posses- 
sion of  full  authority  from  the  assignees  in  London,  at  length  pro- 
posed that  the  funds  should  be  paid  over  to  him,  in  which  your  memo- 
rialist readily  concurred,  and  petitioned  the  tribunal  that  he  might 
be  permitted  so  to  dispose  of  the  funds  and  to  have  his  bonds  can- 
celled.    After  some  delay,  Hunter  appointed  one  McDermot,  a  BritiiA 
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subject^  his  agent,  and  the  tribanal  decreed  that,  upon  his  giving  the 
necessary  bonds,  he  should  take  possession  of  the  effects,  and  that  the 
bonds  of  your  memorialist  should  be  cancelled.  McDermot  being  at 
a  loss  for  the  requisite  security,  the  tribunal  at  length  ordered  your 
memorialist  to  pay  the  money  forthwith  into  the  King's  treasury,  and 
appointed  an  hour  on  the  following  morning  for  his  so  doing,  under 
the  penalty  of  sequestration'  of  all  his  property. 

This  order  was  punctually  complied  with,  and  he  produced  the  treasu* 
rer's  certificate  of  the  deposit.  In  a  few  days  va  question  was  raised, 
at  the  instigation  of  MoDermot,  whether  this  deposit  had  been  made 
in  specie  or  in  treasury  notes;  and  the  intendant,  in  answer  to  an  offi- 
cial letter  from  the  tribunal,  certified  ^' that  the  deposit  had  been 
made  in  due  form,  and  in  rffedive  specie;  and  that  whenever  required 
by  the  tribunal,  his  Majesty  would  pay  it  in  the  same  coin."  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  a  suit  was  commenced  and  carried  on  against 
your  memorialist ;  and  the  tribunal,  conscious  of  having  committed 
an  irregularity  in  ordering  4he  deposit  as  they  did,  decided  that  your 
memorialist  should  pay  the  mone^  over  again.  From  this  decree  he 
appealed  to  a  superior  tribunal  called  the  alzadas,  which  was  the 
proper  tribunal  to  which  his  right  of  appeal,  as  an  American  citizen, 
was  secured  by  treaty.  Pending  this  appeal  McDermot,  through  the 
influence  of  the  British  minister,  procured  an  order  for  the  removal  of 
the  cause  to  .the  council  of  war  at  Madrid ;  by  which  the  sentence 
of  the  tribunal  was  confirmed,  and  the  appeal  of  your  memorialist 
from  that  decision  was  refused,  contrary  to  all  law  and  usage.  Upon 
his  application  to  the  King  for  redress,  it  was  ordered  that  the  cause 
should  be  reheard  before  the  same  tribunal,  with  the  addition  of  five 
associates,  nominated  in  the  order.  But  before  any  definitive  pro- 
ceeding could  be  had  in  this  tribunal,  McDermot,  backed  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  British  minister^  obtained  from  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  min- 
ister of  State,  with  the  secret  advice  of  the  same  council  of  war,  an 
order  of  immediate  arrest  against  your  memorialist,  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  sum  of  money,  so  remaining  on  deposit  in  the  royal  trea- 
sury ;  under  which  order  your  memorialist  was  arrested,  imprisoned 
in  the  castle,  and  there  detained,  with  circumstances  ot  aggravated 
cruelty  and  oppression,  for  more  than  two  years.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  urgent  and  repeated  remonstrances  of  Mr.  Erving,  the  American 
minister  at  Madrid,  and  his  peremptory  demands  for  the  release  of 
your  memorialist^  were  shamefully  evaded  by  every  species  of  mean 
subterfuge  and  chicanery,  from  the  highest  officers  of  State  down  to 
the  most  corrupt  of  their  tribunals,  and  the  most  servile  of  their  ofiScial 
instrun^ents.  indeed  the  system  of  intrigue  against  your  memorialist 
in  the  court  of  the  King  himself,  countenanced  as  it  was  by  the  known 
wishes  and  imposing  influence  of  the  British  party,  and  their  minis- 
ter, was  carried  to  a  degree  of  baseness  and  perfidy  unparalleled,  it 
may  be  hoped,  by  the  conduct  of  any  civilized  power  in  the  world. 
For  they  were  detected  in  having  procured  a  secret  instruction  to  the 
council  of  war,  in  an  official  letter  from  Don  Manuel  Araujo,  minis- 
ter of  finance,  importing  *'  that  it  was  his  majesty's  will,  that  not- 
withstanding the  letters  or  royal  orders,  which  it  might  receive 
through  the  Secretary  of  State,  prei^sing  lor  a  decision  of  the  affairs  of 
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Mr.  Meade,  the  same  shonld  he  delayed  m  long  as  possible;"  the 
avowed  motives  for  which  most  extraordinary  order  was,  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  decision,  his  Majesty  would  be  called  on  to  pay  the 
money  in  dispute;  which,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  funds,  was  particu- 
larly inconvenient.  Nothing  prevailed  at  last  to  put  an  end  to  these 
outrages  upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  every  law  public  or  muni- 
cipal, but  the  resistless  energy  infused  into  the  ordinary  channels  of 
communication  between  the  two  governments  by  those  glorious  re- 
resolves  of  Congress,  which  have  afforded  such  precious  evidence  of 
the  inviolable  sanction  with  which  a  nation  renowned  for  justice  and 
magnanimity  may  surround  the  persons  of  its  citizens.  The  royal 
order  under  which  he  was  finally  released  promulgated  his  innocence, 
and  denounced  and  condemned  the  illegality  and  iniquity  of  his  im- 
prisonment, just  as  unreservedly  and  emphatically,  as  if  the  govern- 
meBt  or  its  highest  and  most  trusted  officers  had  not  participated  in 
all  the  guilt  of  the  corrupt  and  shameful  acts  by  which  it  had  been 
effected.  The  facts  to  which  your  memorialist  has  adverted,  with  all 
the  concomitant  circumstances  of  superfluous  injustice  and  meanness, 
are  now  matters  of  history  ;  and  may  be  found  authentically  stated  in 
the  documents  among  the  archives  of  Congress. — (See  resolutions  of 
Congress  on  the  case  of  R.  W.  Meade,  1817-1818.) 

Your  memorialist  has  particularly  adverted  to  the  circumstances  of 
this  transaction,  in  order  to  show  the  true  nature  and  character  of  his 
connexions  in  Spain ;  and  how  entirely  they  were  severed  from  and 
irreconcilable  with  every  party  that  might  have  identified  him  or 
his  claims  with  any  of  the  odium  attached  either  to  an  aUra  royal  or  a 
British  faction.  In  truth,  he  had  deeply  offended  the  ultra  royal  fac- 
tion under  the  regency,  and  had  severely  suffered  for  that  offence, 
which  was  further  remembered  to  his  cost  when  the  restoration  of 
the  King  gave  complete  ascendency  to  that  faction,  and  unlimited 
sway  to  its  remorseless  vengeance ;  and  as  to  any  British  connexion, 
bis  character  of  American  citizen,  and  the  corresponding  principles 
and  motives  which  had  brought  him  into  contact  with  the  liberal  and 
patriotic  party  in  Spain,  were  causes  of  mutual  repulsion,  too  power- 
ful to  be  overcome  by  any  accidental  coincidence  in  the  means  of  at- 
taining different  ends. 

Indeed  your  memorialist  has  always  suspected,  upon  this  strongest 
probabilities  and  the  best  information,  that  the  Spanish  government 
would  never  have  ventured  to  proceed  the  lengths  they  did  against  him, 
but  for  the  countenance  and  imposing  influence  of  the  British  minister 
and  his  party  at  court,  who  acted  ostensibly  from  the  motive  of 
patronising  the  unprecedented  and  iniquitous  pretensions  of  his  coun- 
trymen. During  the  imprisonment  of  your  memorialist,  all  payments 
on  account  of  the  debt  due  to  him  from  Spain,  (except  some  few  par- 
tial payments  which  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  at  a  sacrifice  of  from  20 
to  30  per  cent.,)  and  all  effectual  means  of  prosecuting  the  recovery  of 
it  were  entirely  suspended  ;  a  suspension  which  was,  doubtless,  felt  to 
be  very  convenient  to  the  government,  and  which,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, they  were  in  no  hurry  to  resume,  if  it  did  not  form  one  of  the 
leading  motives  for  the  perfidious  and  cruel  means  by  which  it  had 
been  prolonged.     As  soon  as  he  obtained  his  release  from  prison,  he 
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set  on  foot  the  most  active  and  strenuous  exertions  to  assert  his  claims, 
and  to  press  upon  the  government  and  its  tribunals  the  duty  and  ne- 
cessity of  an  immediate  settlement.  He  renewed  and  pressed,  with  all 
his  energy,  the  prosecution  of  the  suits  which,  with  the  permission  of 
the  government,  and  before  his  imprisonment,  he  had  instituted  in  the 
tribunals.  He  now  added  to  the  large  amount  of  his  pecuniary  claims, 
one  for  compensation  in  damages  for  the  now  confessed  injustice  and 
iniquity  of  his  long  and  rigorous  imprisonment. 

Not  only  were  the  tribunals  and  the  proper  officers  of  the  depart- 
ments urged  to  a  speedy  decision  of  the  pecuniary  claims  cognizable 
by  their  authority,  but  the  government  was  pressed  by  memorials,  em- 
bracing both  the  branches  of  the  claim,  as  well  for  the  ascertained  debt 
as  the  unliquidated  damages ;  and  these  memorials  were  supported  by 
the  earnest  and  persevering  remonstrations  of  Mr.  Erving,  in  his  di- 
plomatic communications^  who  also  kept  his  own  government  regularly 
informed  of  the  nature  of  these  claims,  and  of  his  exertions  in  further- 
ance of  them.  It  would  be  tedious  and  useless  upon  this  occasion,  to 
recapitulate  all  the  steps  pursued  by  your  memorialist,  with  the  direct 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  his  country's  representative  at  the  court 
of  Madrid  in  order  to  obtain  justice;  the  most  authentic  documents 
furnishing  this  information,  in  detail,  are  either  among  the  archives 
of  Congress,  or  ready  to  be  produced. 

He  will  now  confine  himself  to  some  of  the  more  prominent  circum- 
stances necessary  to  trace  and  explain,  generally,  the  process  by  which 
the  claim,  as  it  now  stands,  was  finally  ascertained  and  adjudicated ; 
the  indissoluble  connexion  between  all  the  parts  and  stages  of  that  pro- 
cess, whether  before  or  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  the  unity  and 
identity  of  the  claim  in  its  essence  and  in  all  it«  elements,  as  it  stood 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  when  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1821,  when  the  ratifications  were  exchanged  at 
"Washington,  and  as  it  now  stands ;  and  the  official  recognition  of  that 
claim,  in  its  present  shape,  on  the  part  as  well  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  as  of  Spain,  and  also  to  illustrate  how  and  in  what 
degree  it  has  been  affected,  or  was  capable  of  being  affected  by  the 
treaty  or  by  any  proceeding  under  it. 

Your  memorialist,  had  not  been  discharged  from  prison  a  month, 
wlien  it  was  hinted  to  him,  in  a  way  that  left  him  no  doubt  of  the  offi- 
cial and  high  source  from  which  the  intimation  proceeded,  that  if  he 
would  make  some  further  advance  of  money  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
znen  t^  he  might  obtain  a  grant  of  land  in  either  of  the  Floridas,  sufficient 
to  cover  both  the  presumed  amount  of  such  advance  and  that  of  bis  ex- 
isting claims  upon  the  government.  This  was  a  most  tempting  offer 
under  the  circumstances  iA  which  he  found  himself;  for  doubtless  he 
had  every  reason  to  expect  that,  when  urged  by  present  need,  and 
harassed  witfar  his  unceasing  importunities,  they  had  once  made  up 
their  minds  to  carve  out  satisfaction  of  his  demands  from  the  crown 
lands  of  a  distant  and  neglected  province,  he  should  in  all  likelihood 
receive  no  stinted  measure  ;  besides,  in  the  then  unsettled  and  mena- 
cing relations  between  the  two  countries,  he  had  everything  to  appre- 
hend from  delay;  for,  if  the  discussions  had  ended  in  a  rupture,  as 
indicated  by  their  tone,  he  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  would 
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be  fatal  to  his  claims.  But  having  understood  that  a  cession  of  the 
Floridas  was  looked  to  as  the  ultimate  satisfaction  and  indemnity  for 
the  injuries  which  our  commerce  had  sustained  from  Spanish  aggres- 
cions  and  abuses,  he  conceived  himself  peculiarly  bound  to  observe  the 
most  scrupulous  caution,  and  to  avoid  every  step  that  might  traverse, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  policy  of  his  own  country.  He  accordingly 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  in  which  he 
mentioned  his  having  claims  upon  Spain,  and  proposed  the  question, 
how  it  might  comport  with  the  views  of  government  for  him  to  re- 
ceive satisfaction  in  Florida  lands  ?  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  answer  of  the 
18th  of  September,  1818,  after  communicating  to  your  memorialist  the 
disapprobation  with  which  any  private  grant  from  Spain,  of  land  in 
Florida  would  be  received,  and  hinting  at  an  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  provide,  (in  case  a  treaty  should  be  made,)  for  your  memorial- 
ist's among  other  claims,  concluded  with  an  intimation  that  there  was, 
DO  hope  of  an  early  and  favorable  conclusion  of  the  negotiation.  The 
President  had  himself  endorsed  on  the  original  letter  from  your  me- 
morialist to  Mr.  Adams,  a  memorandum  of  his  decision  to  the  same 
effect.  Your  memorialist,  however,  had  intermitted  none  of  his  efforts 
to  obtain  justice  from  the  Spanish  government,  but  continued  to  urge 
his  demands  as  if  he  had  entertained  no  expectations  either  from  a 
epecific  grant  in  Florida  or  from  the  result  of  the  negotiations  between 
the  two  governments :  and  when  he  received  Mr.  Adams's  letter  he 
abandoned  all  hopes  from  either.  In  July,  1818,  he  had  transmitted, 
through  Mr.  Erving,  to  Mr.  Pizarro,  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State^ 
a  memorial  demanding  of  the  Spanish  government,  in  strong  terms,  a 
settlement  of  his  claims,  and  compensation  for  his  sufferings  and  losses, 
and  Mr.  Erving  communicated  the  same  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  3d  of 
August  following;  this  was  followed  up^  the  ensuing  December,  with 
a  second  memorial,  delivered  by  Mr.  Erving  in  person,  to  the  Spanish 
Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  strong  representations  in  support 
of  it.  In  January,  1819,  a  third  memorial  was  addressed  to  the 
Spanish  government,  in  which  he  demanded  the  appointment  of  a 
junta,  or  special  commission,  to  audit  and  liquidate  all  his  claims,  in- 
cluding his  losses  and  personal  sufferings,  induced  by  the  illegal  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  of  war,  and  his  consequent  imprisonment.  This 
memorial  was  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erving  to  the  Marquis 
Gasa  Yrujo,  Spanish  Secretary  of  State,  dated  January  18,  1819,  in 
which  he  insisted  that  the  claims  of  your  memorialist,  as  a  creditor  on 
the  royal  hacienda,  were  undeniable,  and  appealed  to  the  King's  sense 
of  the  very  important  services  rendered  to  the  nation,  which  form  the 
groundwork  of  the  claim  and  give  to  it  the  most  sacred  character^  and 
entitle  it  to  the  first  consideration  and  to  immediate  settlement,  &c.; 
and,  lastly,  in  March,  1819,  he  sent  in  a  fourth  memorial,  through  the 
same  channel,  reiterating  the  request  contained  in  his  last.  The  prayer 
of  these  two  last  memorials  was  granted,  by  the  appointment,  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1819,  of  ek  junta,  or  commission,  for  the  purpose  of  audit- 
ing and  liquidating  his  claims.  This  junta  proceeded  forthwith  to 
execute  its  commission,  but  from  *the  extent  and  variety  of  the  con- 
tracts to  be  examined,  the  number  of  departments  from  which  informar 
tion  was  to  be  sought^  and  the  multiplicity  of  documents^  vouchers. 
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and  evidence  to  be  examined^  they  did  not  make  their  report  till  the 
30th  of  September,  1819. 

In  that  report  the  importance  and  valae  of  the  services  rendered  by 
your  memorialist,  and  of  the  supplies  which  he  had  furnished,  at  the 
most  doubtful  and  trying  crisis  of  the  national  struggle,  are  liberally 
and  gratefully  acknowledged,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  sums  awarded 
to  him,  both  in  his  own  right  and  in.  his  character  of  agent  for  other 
American  citizens,  whose  property  had  been  disposed  of  to  the  Spanish 
government,  was  little  short  of  half  a  million,  with  interest,  of  which 
the  sum  of  $373,879  88  was  found  due  to  him,  in  his  own  right,  and 
awarded  to  him  accordipgly. 

This  last  sum  comprises  the  balances  due  him  under  his  contracts  ; 
uponlibramientos  ;  protested  bills,  with  interest  and  damage  upon  the 
same  ;  balances  of  account  current ;  and  an  allowance  for  the  depre- 
ciated value  in  which  payments  had  been  made  to  him  ;  this  last  item 
being  a  deduction,  in  proportion  to  such  depreciation,  from  the  credits 
to  the  Spanish  government  for  the  payments  they  had  made  on 
account ;  added  to  all  which  was  compensation  in  damages  for 
his  imprisonment,  liquidated  at  $75,000.  This  award  was  sent 
back  to  be  reconsidered,  by  the  junta;  with  various  objections 
from  the  minister  of  iSnance^  and  on  the  16th  of  November,  1819, 
the  junta  confirmed  their  award ;  reasserting  and  enforcing  the 
reasons  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  even  declaring  that  it  was  less 
than  what  in  justice  and  equity  the  government  ought  to  pay.  The 
minister  of  finance,  not  yet  satisfied,  thought  it  necessary  to  consult 
in  succession  the  treasurer  general,  and  comptroller  general  of  ac- 
counts, and  their  decisions  concurring  with  that  of  the  janta,  the 
King  finally  ratified  the  award  on  the  9th  of  May,  1820.  And  your 
memorialist  received  a  formal  certificate  of  the  same,  directing  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  department 
with  interest,  signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  junta,  and  by  the 
minister  of  finance,  acting  by  the  order  and  in  the  name  of  the  King^ 
with  the  royal  seal  affixed  ;  solemnities  observed  only  in  cases  of  high 
commissions,  and  in  afiairs  of  importance.  This  result  was  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Forsyth,  then  our  minister  at  Madrid,  in  a  letter  da- 
ted June  10, 1820^  from  Mr.  De  Castro,  Spanish  Secretary  of  State  ;  re- 
questing in  substance,  that  as  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  taken  part  in  the  transaction,  and  manifested  an  interest  in  the 
fortune  of  the  individual  concerned,  the  result  should  be  communica- 
ted to  the  President ;  inasmuch  as  the  respect  which  he  deserves  has 
had  much  influence  in  it.  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  answer  of  June  29, 
1820,  expresses  his  pleasure  at  the  intelligence,  and  promises  to  com- 
municate it  to  his  government  as  requested  ;  which  he  does  according- 
ly in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  of  July  13,  1820. 

Your  memorialist  left  Spain  in  May,  1820,  in  a  few  days  after*re- 
ceiving  the  said  certificate  of  the  ascertained  amount  due  to  him,  and 
returned  to  the  United  Slates  with  despatches  from  Mr.  Forsyth  ; 
amongst  others  with  a  letter  of  May  20, 1820,  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  which 
the  arrangenlent  of  the  claim  is  announced.  Immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Philadelphia,  in  August,  1820,  he  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  copies 
of  the  official  documents  of  the  adjustment ;  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
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answer  of  September  6,  1820,  congratalates  him,  ^'  on  the  adjustment 
of  his  accconnts  with  the  Spanish  government ;  and  assures  him  that 
this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in  havingat  all  contri- 
buted to  the  satisfactory  result ;"  an  assurance  that  should  perhaps 
have  dispensed  with  the  recapitulation  of  the  circumstances,  from 
which  it  has  been  made  so  clearly  to  appear  that  this  government  con- 
curred, and  went  hand  in  hand  and  step  by  step  with  the  Spanish 
government,  and  with  your  memorialist,  in  all  the  proceedings  by 
which  that  result  was  produced,  contributed  to  produce  it,  a*id  of 
course  must  be  altogether  incapable  of  denying  to  it  the  attribute  of 
of  presumptive,  if  not  of  conclusive,  verity  and  justice ;  or  of  dis- 
claiming any  of  the  duties  ascertained  and  defined  by  that  result,  as 
inherent  to  the  instrinsic  merit>s  of  the  original  claim  ;  for  all  of  which 
coDclusions  the  compendious  evidence  of  this  assurance  might  have 
sufficed.  And  if  any  further  ccmfirmation  of  them  were  requisite,  it 
may  be  found  in  the  highly  respectable  evidenceof  Mr.  Juan  Bico, 
late  vicar  general  of  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  one  of  the  patriotic  and 
virtuous,  therefore  exiled  and  proscribed,  deputies  of  the  Spanish 
cortes  ;  who  circumstantially  and  distinctly  proves  the  prevailing  in- 
fluence of  the  direct  agency  and  coperations  of  one  government  and 
its  ministers  in  producing  this  result. 

In  order  to  explain  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  this  claim,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  in  the  in- 
terval between  the  first  award  of  the  junta,  in  September,  1819,  and 
its  final  ratification,  in  May,  1820,  another  revolution  in  the  Spanish 
government  had  occurred,  by  which  a  constitutional  frame  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  legitimate  functions  of  the  cortes  were  restored,  and 
limitations  imposed  upon  the  powers  of  the  crown. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  and  the  embarrassment  and  con- 
fusion inseparable  from  such  revolutions,  necessarily  impeded  and  de- 
layed the  full  measure  of  justice  which  your  memorialist  had  every 
reason  to  expect  from  the  more  enlightened  and  just  administration 
of  affairs  under  the  constitutional  government  which  this  new  revo- 
lution had  re-established.  He  nevertheless  persevered  in  his  active  ex- 
ertions to  obtain  payment  of  the  debt  now  ascertained  to  him,  and  ac- 
cordingly when  he  quitted  Spain^  in  the  spring  of  1820,  he  left  in- 
structions with  his  agent  to  present  to  the  cortes,  at  their  first  meet- 
ing in  July,  a  petition  for  the  immediate  satisfaction  of  his  claim. 
This  was  done  accordingly  in  his  absence,  and  the  subject  would  have 
been  taken  up  by  the  cortes^  and  some  provision  made  without  delay^ 
but  for  the  then  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury^  and  an  assur- 
ance from  Mr.  Arguelles,  minister  of  finance,  that,  if  the  treaty 
should  be  ratified,  this  debt  would  be  included  in  it,  and  paid  by  the 
United  States;  or  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  treaty  should  not  be 
ratified,  your  memorialist  might  be  indemnified  out  ofthe  crown  lands 
in  Florida,  or  some  other  territory.  When  the  cortes  afterwards 
(some  time  late  in  September  or  early  in  October,  1820,)  proceeded  to 
discuss  the  expediency  of  advising  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  they 
at  the  same  time  took  into  consideration  the  petition  presented  in  be- 
half of  your  memorialist,  and  immediately  instituted  the  most  anxi- 
ous and  minute  inquiries  whether,  if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified, 
this  debt  would  be  embraced;  and  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United 
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States.  The  subject  was  referred  to  tbe  minister  of  State  for  infor- 
mation, and  his  official  report  gave  the  roost  unequivocal  assurance  of 
the  debt  being  so  embraced,  assumed,  and  paid,  in  the  event  of  ratifi- 
cation. Not  content  with  these  domestic  sources  of  information,  a 
committee  of  the  cortes,  and  several  of  the  eminent  and  leading  indi- 
viduals among  the  deputies  called  upon  Mr.  Forsyth  for  information, 
and  from  their  conversations  with  him  were  satisfied,  as  they  in- 
formed the  cortes,  that  the  United  States  recognized  the  debt  as  com- 
prehended in  the  treaty,  admitted  the  justice  of  it,  and  intended  to  as- 
sume it.  In  short,  the  most  distinct  assurance  of  the  assumption  of 
this  debt  by  the  United  States  was  made  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  the  cortes ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  completely 
satisfied  on  that  head  by  the  report  of  their  own  minister,  confirmed 
by  their  conversations  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  they  would  never  have  con 
fiented  to  ratify  the  treaty,  with  Ihe  rider,  by  which  the  grants  - 
Alagon,  Punon  Bostro,  and  Vargas,  were  annulled,  and  by  which  the 
lands  comprehended  in  those  grants,  were,  in  effect,  ceded  to  the 
United  States. 

But  they  would  have  set  aside  these  grants,  in  virtue  of  an  ancient 
law  well  known  to  the  history  of  Spanish  legislation,  called  the  law  of 
reversion  and  incorporation,  by  which  the  royal  prodigality  to  favor- 
ites was  restrained  ;  and  having  thus  converted  these  lands  into  na- 
tioncd  properly,  they  would  instantly  have  appropriated  the  same  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  debt  due  to  your  memorialist,  either  by  a  spe- 
cific equivalent  in  land,  or  by  ordering  the  same  to  be  sold  and  apply- 
ing the  proceedd  to  that  object,  but  with  the  clear  and  express  under- 
standing, and  upon  the  declared  faith  and  confidence,  that  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  debt  was  well  known  to  our  government ;  that 
Spain  would  be  exonerated  from  it  by  the  treaty,  and  that  the  United 
States  would  assume  and  pay  it,  they  proceeded,  on  the  5th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1820,  to  decree  (what  they  would  not  have  done  upon  any  other 
condition)  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  it  was  accordingly  rat- 
ified by  the  King  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month.  All  the  facts  and 
circumstances  above  adverted  to,  as  conducing  (o  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  subsequent  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  in  May,  1820, 
and  identifying  the  payment  of  that  debt  by  the  United  States  as  a 
sine  qua  non  to  the  ratification,  are  proved  in  the  fullest  and  most  posi- 
tive manner,  with  such  circumstantial  details,  as  leave  no  doubt  of 
their  truth  and  accuracy,  by  the  same  Mr.  Bico  above  mentioned,  and 
by  four  leading  and  active  deputies  to  the  extraordinary  and  constit- 
uent cortes,  assembled  at  Madrid,  in  the  years  1820  and  1821,  before 
whom  the  question  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  discussed  and 
finally  decided.  The  depositions  of  these  gentlemen,  who  are  all 
sharing  in  the  proscription  and  exile  of  Mr.  Bico,  and  for  the  same 
glorious  cause,  have  been  recently  taken,  and  are  herewith  submitted, 
with  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  credit  that  will  be  found  due  to 
them,  as  well  from  the  consistency  and  circumstantial  accuracy  of  the 
testimony  as  of  the  high  character  of  the  witnesses.* 

<^Kon.—  Bee  the  depoBitions  of  Juan  Rico,  vicar  general  of  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  lata 
a  deputy  of  the  cortes  of  1822  and  1823,  of  Joseph  Moreno  de  Querra,  Joseph  Beocna, 
Francisc  Fernandez  Qarco,  Juan  Palarea,  and  E^tevan  Desprat,  aU  deputies  to  tiie  oortes  of 
1820  and  1821,  which  depositons  are  annexed,  and  marked,  a,  b,  c,  d,  e. 
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Your  memorialist  now  begs  leave  to  advert  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  an  authority  was  assumed  by  the  minister  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  to  include  the  claim  of  your  memorialist  in  the  re- 
nunciations and  provisions  of  the  treaty  by  which  8pain  was  to  be  ex- 
onerated, in  terms,  from  the  obligation  to  pay  it,  and  that  duty  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  Stat4?s. 

He  had  from  the  commencement  of  his  difficulties  invoked  and  ob- 
tained the  good  offices  and  active  assistance  of  his  country's  represen- 
tative at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  them 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  toilsome  and  long-deferred  solicitations 
for  justice  ;  but  he  availed  himself  of  them  merely  to  reinforce  and  sus- 
tain his  own  personal  exertions  to  obtain  a  specific  settlement  between 
the  Spanish  government  and  himself,  and  by  no  means  as  committing 
the  claim  to  the  fate  of  any  negotiation,  on  afiairs  of  national  import^ 
between  the  two  governments. 

This  will  be  evident  enough  from  the  mere  inspection  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  ministers  at  Madrid,  both  with  the  Spanish  and 
our  own  government,  on  the  subject. 

The  only  intimation  he  ever  gave  of  any  intent  to  abandon  his 
claim  to  such  negotiations,  is  contained  in  his  letter  to  Mr;  Adams, 
of  June  6,  or  7,  1818,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  context  that  it  is 
merely  contingent,  and  expressed  in  a  spirit  of  prospective  despond- 
ency in  certain  events  ;  his  subsequent  conduct  and  proceedings,  and 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  subsequent  connexion  with  the  diplomatic 
agents  of  the  United  States,  sufficiently  demonstrate  that,  so  far  from 
abandoning  his  claims,  the  most  persevering  and  unremitted  eflbrts 
for  a  specific  settlement  between  himself  and  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, as  creditor  and  debtor,  were  continued  down  to  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  treaty.  The  first  intimation  of  any  intention  or  view  on 
the  part  of  our  government  to  make  any  provision  for  his  claim,  in 
case  of  a  treaty,  is  given  in  Mr.  Adams'?  answer  of  September  18, 
1818  ;  but  that  was  stated  so  vaguely  and  hypothetically,  and  by 
way  of  softening  the  reiusal  of  the  government,  to  admit  the  over- 
tores  for  the  satisfaction  of  your  memorialist's  claim  by  a  grant  of 
land  in  Florida,  that  he  could  not  have  been  expected  to  rely  upon  it, 
and  it  was  officially  and  certainly  known  to  all  concerned  that  he  did 
not  rely  upon  it,  but  upon  his  own  exertions  and  the.  good  offices  of 
the  American  minister,  as  before  stated. 

Some  time  in  the  autumn  of  1818,  whilst  deeply  engaged,  in  con- 
cert with  Mr.  Erving  in  pressing  the  Spanish  government  for  a  settle- 
ment, your  memorialist  received  a  confidential  intimation  from  a 
member  of  Congress,  that  a  treaty  would  probably  be  negotiated  in 
which  provision  would  be  made  for  private  claims ;  but  that  none 
would  probably  be  admitted  but  such  as  should  be  stated  and  sent  into 
the  Department  of  State  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  your 
memorialist  wa^  advised  to  send  in  his  own  lest  it  might  be  excluded 
from  the  treaty.  He  accordingly  made  out  a  concise  statment  of  it, 
dated  November  6,  1818,  which  he  sent  to  Mrs.  Meade  at  Philadel- 
phia, who  enclosed  it  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  her  letter  of  January  17, 
1819,  and  it  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State  on  the  19th  of 
the  same  month.     This  is  a  simple  statement  of  the  heads  of  his 
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claim,  and  nothing  more  ;  it  contains  no  distinct  application  to  onr 
government  on  the  suhject,  hut  merely  gives  notice  of  the  claim,  nor 
does  Mrs.  Meade's  letfcer,  enclosing  it,  amount  to  anything  more.  At 
the  time  he  transilnitted  this  statement  from  Spain,  he  knew  nothing 
and  could  have  known  nothing  about  the  terms  of  the  negotiation  then 
goingonat  Washington;  he  presumed  thatif  provision  would  be  made  for 
his  claim,  it  would  be  for  a  valuable  equivalent,  and  that  it  would  be 
more  promptly  paid  by  the  United  States  than  by  Spain.  Still,  how- 
ever, he  reposed  not  upon  any  such  hope  or  expectation,  but  upon 
the  effects  of  his  own  diligence  and  perseverance.  When  the  treaty 
as  signed  at  Washington  arrived  in  Spain,  your  memorialist  was  still 
perplexed  with  the  ambiguity  as  to  the  mode  of  settling  and  paying 
his  claim  if  included,  as  he  was  confidently  assured  it  was. 

He  would  at  once  have  rejected  every  idea  of  accepting  the  contin- 
gent indemnity^  which  the  apparent  terms  of  the  treaty  purported  to 
hold  out  to  such  claimants  as  were  embraced  in  it ;  but  it  was  confi- 
dently said  in  all  the  ministerial  circles  at  Madrid,  upon  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Onis,  that  the  claim  of  your  memorialist  had  been  mentioned 
by  name  in  the  negotiation  and  was  understoood  to  be  the  subject  of 
a  distinct  and  substantive  provision  for  satisfaction.  However,  the 
heated  disputes  which  soon  ensued  about  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
put  an  end  to  all  those  speculations  as  to  its  effect  upon  the  claim  of 
your  memorialist. 

During  the  whole  process  of  negotiation,  amidst  all  the  controver- 
sies connected  with  the  proposed  ratification,  until  the  limited  term 
for  its  ratification  expired,  and  down  to  the  time  of  its  redintegration 
and  final  ratification,  his  instances  to  the  Spanish  government^  sus- 
tained by  the  good  o£5ces  of  his  own,  were  incessant  for  a  specific  set- 
tlement between  the  original  creditor  and  debtor. 

The  investigations  into  the  claim  by  the  junta  were  going  on  at  the 
same  time  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  despatched  between 
the  ministers  of  the  two  governments  ;  their  award  was  made  more 
than  a  month  after  the  inchoate  treaty  had  expired  by  its  own  limi- 
tation and  become  a  dead  letter,  a  mere  nullity,  and  the  adjustment 
of  the  amount  of  his  claim  was  consummated  by  the  confirmation  of 
the  award  and  the  issuing  of  the  certificate  for  the  debt  thereby  ascer- 
certained,  whilst  the  treaty  remained  in  the  same  state ;  when,  in 
fact,  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries  seem  far  more  probable 
than  the  conclusion  of  any  treaty. 

As  soon  as  intelligence  reached  this  country  in  the  winter  of  1821, 
of  the  treaty  having  been  received  and  ratified  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, pursuant  to  the  decree  of  the  Spanish  cortes,  your  memorialist 
was  led  to  consider  the  nature  and  effect  of  its  provisions  upon  his 
claim  in  particular,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  have  been  embraced 
in  those  provisions  ;  and  reflecting  that  claims  had  been  advanced  to 
the  apparent  amount  of  about  fifty  millions,  besides  interest,  that  only 
five  millions  had  been  set  apart  for  their  satisfaction  ;  and,  of  course, 
that  such  satisfieiction  might  be  resolved  into  a  dividend  of  10  per 
cent. ;  that  a  commission  was  to  be  appointed  to  examine  and  ascertain 
the  validity  of  such  claims  ;  and,  if  such  course  were  to  be  pursued 
in  respect  to  his  own,  upon  the  technical  or  strict  principles  of  evi- 
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dence  adopted  by  tribanals  of  ordinary  judicature,  that  it  would  be 
nearly  impossible  to' fulfil  the  requisites  of  such  rules  of  evidence, 
from  the  particular  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  claim  and  of  the 
evidence  by  which  it  was. supported  ;  from  the  distance  and  lapse  of 
time  ;  from  the  surrender  and  cancelment  of  the  original  documents 
and  vouchers  upon  the  final  liquidation  of  the  amount ;  and  Jrom  the 
various  accidents,  in  the  unsettled  and  distracted  state  of  the  country, 
to  such  of  the  evidence  as  depended  upon  living  witnesses,  and  from 
the  absence  of  that  personal  consciousness  and  acquaintance  with 
many  circumstances  of  notoriety  in  Spain,  and  with  the  modes  and 
habits  of  business,  which  were  perfectly  familiar  to  all  the  public 
functionaries  and  well-informed  citizens  of  that  country.  Strongly 
impressed  with  these  doubts  and  apprehensions,  he  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  memorial,  in  anticipation  of  the 
arrival  of  the  treaty,  stating  at  large  the  nature  and  extent  of  his 
claim  as  liquidated  and  ascertained,  and  his  objections,  to  have  it 
incorporated  into  the  treaty  upon  the  terms  therein  provided  for  the 
general  claimants.  To  that  memorial,  dated  February  8,  1821,  he 
begs  to  refer,  from  which  will  appear  the  facts  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  he  advanced  the  following  propositions,  and  gave  notice  of  his 
determination  to  adhere  to  them. 

1.  That  the  United  States  had  no  power  or  authority  whatever  to 
cancel  or  release  the  debt  in  any  way  or  upon  any  terms  but  the 
actual  payment  of  it ;  in  other  words,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
is  utterly  incompetent,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  (States, 
expounded  by  the  sound  principles  of  public  law,  to  exert  its  juris- 
diction over  the  rights  of  a  creditor,  claiming  a  mere  pecuniary  debt 
contracted  in  a  foreign  country  ;  a  species  of  claim  widely  and  funda- 
mentally differing  from  all  the  incidents,  qualities,  and  relations  which 
may  rightfully  have  subjected  the  other  claims  embraced  in  the  re- 
nunciations to  the  action  ot  the  treaty-making  power. 

2.  That  the  claim  is  nevertheless  embraced  in  the  terms  of  the 
fifth  renunciation  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  9th 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  wa^  distinctly  intended  to  be  so  ;  in  virtue 
of  which,  and  of  the  positive  stipulation  in  the  11th  article,  tho  Uni- 
ted States  are  absolutely  and  unconditionally  bound  to  exonerate  Spain 
from  the  debt ;  for  which  they  have  received  from  Spain,  and  yet  en- 
joy, a  valuable  and  adequate  consideration. 

3.  That  having  no  right  to  take  the  debt  due  to  your  memorialist 
to  pay  for  the  Floridas,  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  fulfil  that 
fitipulation  with  justice  to  him,  or  with  good  faith  to  Spain,  is  to  pay 
the  debt  according  to  the  primary  obligation  of  Spain ;  and  in  so 
doing  to  fulfil  the  specific  duty  which  that  obligation  devolved  upon 
Spain  without  defalcation  or  delay. 

in  conclusion,  he  insisted  that  as  the  treaty  was  yet  in  a  mere  inchoate 
atate ;  as  it  had  been  recently  redintegrated  by  Spain,  after  having 
become  a  dead  letter  ;  consequently,  as  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
-was  in  no  degree  pledged  to  accede  to  such  redintegration,  or  to  ratify 
the  treaty ;  and  as  such  material  changes  to  his  advantage  had  taken 
place  in  the  state  and  prospects  of  his  claim  since  the  signature  of  the 
original  treaty,  and  as  those  changes  had  virtually  revoked  whatever 
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motire  or  indncement  might  ever  have  existed  for  introdacing  the 
claim  into  the  negotiation,  he  had  a  clear  right  to  object,  and  did 
object,  in  limine^  to  have  his  claim  compromised  in  snch  a  way  ;  and 
he  gave  distinct  notice  that,  if  the  United  States  exerted  a  discretion 
to  adopt  and  ratify  the  treaty  as  now  proposed  by  Spain,  they  woald 
do  it  at  their  own  risk,  and  without  any  consent  on  his  part  to  relin* 
quish  his  claim  upon  Spain.  But,  as  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty 
itself,  whether  lawful  or  unlawful,  and  with  or  without  authority, 
must  necessarily  interpose  practical  difficulties  of  a  very  serious  nature 
in  the  way  of  the  effectual  prosecution  of  his  claims  upon  Spain  for 
payment,  he  insisted  that  all  ambiguities  and  doubts  should  be  re- 
moved, by  annexing  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  one  of  two  specific 
declarations,  either  that  the  claim  was  embraced  in  the  renunciations 
and  released  to  Spain,  and  that  it  should  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  in  soiido^  without  delay,  or  that  it  was  not  so  renounced  or 
released,  and  would  not  be  assumed  by  the  United  States,  in  order 
that  your  memorialist  might  distinctly  understand  from  whom  and 
how  he  was  to  obtain  payment ;  and  in  the  latter  alternative,  that  he 
might  continue  his  application  to  the  Spanish  government,  disencum- 
bered with  the  presumed  renunciation  of  his  own  country  and  the 
consequent  pretence  of  an  exoneration  to  be  set  up  by  Spain. 

This  memorial  was  transmitted  by  the  President,  with  the  treaty, 
to  the  Senate,  and  was  regularly  entered  on  the  journal  of  that  body, 
with  the  other  proceedings  relative  to  the  treaty. 

After  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  when  the  bill  making  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  was  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  your  memorialist,  deeming  it  expedient  to 
assert  his  claim,  and  to  renounce  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  at  every 
stage  of  its  progress  to  maturity ^  presented  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
substantially  assuming  the  same  grounds  of  objection,  and  demanding 
the  like  indemnity  against  the  implications  of  the  treaty  as  in  his  first 
memorial  to  the  President. 

He  then  applied  to  the  Spanish  government,  in  order  to  ascertain 
from  that  fountain-head  their  views  and  understanding  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  received  an  answer,  dated  in  June,  1821,  from  the  Span- 
ise  Secretary  of  State,  declaring  that  the  claim  was  provided  for  in  the 
treaty ;  that  Spain  was  exonerated,  and  that  the  only  recourse  for 
payment  was  to  the  United  States. 

When  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  assembled  at  Washington,  and  gave  notice  for  all  claims  to  be 
produced  before  them  by  a  given  day7  your  memorialist  found  him- 
self extremely  perplexed  with  the  strange  and  anomalous  oonditioa 
in  which  the  treaty  had  placed  him  in  relation  to  his  original  debtor; 
with  a  clear  and  undiminished  right  to  call  upon  the  debtor  for  pay- 
ment, but  without  any  means  or  power  to  enforce  that  naked  right, 
against  the  grounds  of  defence  and  excuse  which  the  renunciations  of 
thei  treaty  had  supplied  to  the  debtor,  reduced  to  the  alternative  either 
to  renounce  forever  all  advantage  from  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,' 
&c.,  trust  only  to  the  precarious  recourse  against  a  sovereign  thus 
fortified  with  excuses  and  defences,  under  a  color  of  right,  or  to  ac- 
cept (under  protest,  reserving  all  his  rights  to  ulterior  redress,)  such 
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satisfaction  as  might  be  obtained  nnder  the  treaty,  and  so  ran  the 
risk  of  being  thereafter  treated  as  excluded^  by  such  acceptance,  from 
any  further  claim.  After  great  hesitation  and  doubt,  he  was  advised 
that  a  memorial  to  the  commissioners  might  be  framed,  so  as  to  insure 
him  the  advantage  of  whatever  indemnity  was  attainable  under  the 
treaty,  at  the  same  time  that  it  effectually  reserved  all  his  existing 
rights  nndicQinished,  and  guarded  from  the  apprehended  conclusion 
against  them,  if  he  appealed  in  the  character  of  a  claimant  under  the 
treaty. 

Such  a  memorial  was  framed  and  presented,  upon  reference  to 
which  it  will  plainly  appear  that  it  proceeded  from  necessity — was  a 
choice  o(  evils^  and,  by  its  protestations  and  averments,  leaves  him 
just  as  free  now  to  prosecute  his  original  claim  as  if  this  qualified  and 
conditional  submission  of  it  to  the  cognizance  of  the  commissioners  had 
never  been  made. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  his  memorial^  the  commissioners  doubted 
whether  this  or  any  other  claim  under  contract,  were  comprehended 
in  the  treaty,  and  at  length  came  to  an  opinion  in  the  negative. 

The  point  was  elaborately  discussed  before  them,  and  finally  turned 
upon  a  question  of  fact,  whether  such  claims,  though  held  to  be  ex- 
cluded by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  were  not  really  intended  and  un- 
derstood by  the  negotiators  to  have  been  included.  Being  satisfied 
by  the  concurrent  evidence  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Onis,  that  such  was 
the  genuine  intent  and  understanding,  the  commissioners  determined 
to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  such  claims.  The  claim  of  your  memo- 
rialist was  then  submitted,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  final  adjustment 
ot  the  same  with  the  Spanish  government,  as  authentically  certified 
by  the  solemn  document  before  described  ;  evidence  which  he  was  con- 
fidently advised  must  be  taken,  prima  fade,  as  sufficient  and  satisfac- 
tory, if  not  undeniable,  and  conclusive  of  the  validity  and  amount  of 
his  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government. 

A  question  was  then  raised  before  the  commissioners,  as  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  this  evidence  to  prove  the  validity  and  amount  of  the 
claim,  and  after  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  point,  it  was  at  length 
decided  that  the  evidence  was  inadmissible,  and  that  the  board  could 
receive  nothing  short  of  original  and  substantive  proof  of  the  items  ; 
just  the  same  as  if  no  adjustment  of  the  amount  of  the  claim  had  ever 
been  made  with  the  Spanish  government,  as  your  memorialist  under- 
stood ;  that  the  treaty  restricted  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commission- 
ers over  all  the  claims,  to  their  actual  state  and  condition^  in  respect 
of  the  evidence,  both  of  validity  and  amount,  at  the  signature  of  the 
original  treaty ;  that  it  imposed  upon  them  the  duty  of  ascertaining 
both  the  validity  and  amount,  by  the  examination  of  evidence  on  oath, 
not  by  subsequent  acknowledgments,  and  therefore  excluded  from 
their  cognizance  every  sort  and  kind  of  liquidation  or  adjustment, 
after  the  given  date,  that  went  to  reduce  an  outstanding  claim  to  a 
settled  and  ascertained  state  ;  that  the  origin  and  foundation  of  their 
authority  and  jurisdiction  was  to  be  referred  back  to  the  original  date 
of  the  treaty,  and  to  the  then  existing  state  of  the  claims  ;  and  that 
the  treaty  did  not  recognize,  nor  could  they,  under  the  limitations  of 
their  authority  as  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  take  cognizance  of  any 
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* 

change  or  amelioration  in  the  state  and  condition  of  the  claim  suhse* 
qnent  to  snch  date. 

This  decision  was  announced  on  the  2Yth  of  June,  18223  about  a 
year  after  the  board  had  commenced  its  sessions.  Your  memorialist, 
es  soon  as  he  found  that  such  a  question  was  agitated  by  the  commis- 
sioners, took  every  measure  in  his  ^^^**"er  to  obtain  as  much  of  the 
original  evidence  as  was  still  extant  ■     '  Accessible. 

His  own  efforts  to  procure  these  d..  ' '^ntv,  proved,  as  might  well 
have  been  expected,  entirely  fruitless.  ^  Jls  soon  as  he  was  informed 
of  the  decision  of  the  board,  making  these  proofs  indispensable,  he 
•applied  to  the  commisioners  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  obtain- 
ing the  documents,  through  the  channels  designated  by  the  treaty. 
This  was  communicated  by  the  cora.missioners  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Aprils  1823  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  instructions  were  given 
to  Mr.  Nelson,  then  on  the  eve  of  departure  as  minister  to  Spain,  to 
apply  to  the  proper  authorities  for  the  documents.  Various  accidents 
delayed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Nelson  at  Madrid,  until  December,  1823. 
The  whole  country  had  been  for  eight  or  nine  months  in  a  state  of  as 
great  confusion  and  distraction^  as  can  be  produced  by  the  combined 
causes  of  foreign  and  intestine  wars,  insurrections,  and  factions,  tear- 
ing it  to  pieces.  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  it  wotrld 
have  been  impracticable  to  produce  here,  at  the  time  they  were  re- 
quired, the  same  plenary  proofs  as  were  to  have  been  had  in  Spain 
at  the  time  of  liquidation  of  the  junta  ;  but,  m  the  actual  state  of 
affairs,  it  would  have  been  entirely  out  of  the  question  to  have  pro- 
cured even  the  official  documents,  or  copies  of  such  as  were  extant.* 

Your  memorialist  brought  out  with  him  from  Spain  notarial  copies 
of  some  of  the  most  important  documents  ;  these  were  submitted,  but 
as  he  understands  deemed  inadmissible  ;  and  at  the  final  hearing  his 
claim  was  rejected,  upon  the  ground  that  original  and  substautive 
evidence  of  the  itema  was  requisite,  and  that  such  as  it  had  been  in 
his  power  to  produce  was  inadmissible. 

It  was  distinctly  admitted  by  the  commissioners,  as  your  memorial- 
ist was  given  to  understand,  that  the  proofs  were  full  and  clear  to  the 
facts  of  his  having  a  valid  claim,  to  some  extent,  upon  the  Spanish 
government,  prior  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  ;  but  from  the  defec- 
tive proofs  of  the  items^  and  the  inadmissable  character  of  the  evidence 
offered,  of  the  amount,  (to  wit,  a  definitive  adjustment  of  it  with  the 
debtor  himself,  under  the  eye  of  his  guarantee,)  it  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained, and  therefore  must  be  entirely  rejected. 

Since  the  final  adjournment  of  the  board  he  has  procured  a  consider- 
able mass  of  testimony,  both  oral  and  documentary,  on  the  subject ; 
but  he  conceives  it  is  not,  and  cannot,  at  this  time  of  day,  and  after 

*  Note.— See  Mr.  NcIsod'b  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stiite,  dated  the  3l8t  JqIj,  1824,  more 
than  a  month  after  the  final  adjoarnmentof  the  board,  by  which  the  docoments  were  reqairedj 
of  which  letter  the  foUowiog  is  an  extract: 

*'  The  Spanish  goreromeot  seems  disposed  to  proceed  with  the  calls  made  upon  them  for 

gaperPf  and  we  may  now  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  hope  that  most  of  the  records  which 
are  been  asked  for,  will  be  supplied  before  a  very  distant  day.  From  this  caleulMtion  I  fear 
we  must  exclude  the  papers  in  Mfade's  case,  which,  being  so  yolaminous,  altbough  entered  apon 
by  the  Spanish  officers,  apparently  in  good  faith  to  supp^  them,  seem  to  forbid  any  well  founded 
expectations  that  they  can  be  speedily  famished.'' 
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all  tbat  has  been  done  towards  tlie  acknowledgment  and  adjustment 
of  his  claim^  under  the  eye  and  with  the  concurrence  of  both  govern- 
ments, be  now  made  a  question,  whether  Spain  was  justly  and  truly 
indebted  to  your  memorialist,  as  stated,  but  simply  to  whom  and  to 
whcU  he  is  to  look  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  debt.  He  has,  therefore, 
adverted  in  his  preceding  statr-  ent  to  no  evidence  but  such  as  tended 
to  illustrate  the  primary  as  as  the  secondary  obligations  of  the 

parties  to  the  treaty       /  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  by 

opain,  he  begs  it  may  be  n  aarked,  that  since  the  victorious  arms  of 
legitimacy  have  again  crushed  the  constitutional  frame  of  government^ 
and  again  restored  the  King  to  absolute  and  unlimited  power,  there 
has  been  no  questiqn  of  the  fairness  or  conclusiveness  of  the  public 
act  by  which  the  amduntof  the  claim  was  definitively  ascertained  and 
settled,  under  the  former  administration  of  affairs  ;  but  that  it  has 
been  conclusively  acknowledged  and  admitted,  through  all  the  suc- 
cessive changes  and  revolutions,  and  by  all  the  parties  which  those 
changes  and  revolutions  have  successfully  brought  into  power,  that 
there  never  has  been  discovered  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties any  unwillingness  to  supply  documents  called  for  under  the 
treaty  ;  but  that  the  failure  has  proceeded  from  imperious  circumstan- 
ces, which  it  was  impossible  for  human  means  to  control,  and  from 
the  late  hour  when  the  demand  of  our  government  for  the  documents 
was  communicated — ^a  delay  occasioned  by  the  same  imperious  circum- 
stances. 

Your  memorialist  thinks  it  material  to  remark,  that  the  United 
States  are  indebted  for.  the  treaty,  and  for  the  all  important  cession  of 
the  Floridas,  to  the  revolution  by  which  the  constitutional  government 
was  restored,  in  the  year  1820,  and  by  which  the  administration  of 
affairs  was  disenthralled  from  the  control  of  corrupt  favorites,  and 
left  free  to  act  upon  the  great  motives  of  public  policy,  and  with  a 
single  view  to  the  national  interest ;  and  that  this  new  administra- 
tion, capable  of  feeling  and  of  estimating  the  incalculable  value  and 
importance  of  the  considerations  in  which  the  debt  to  your  memorial- 
ist had  originated,  and  of  the  cause  with  which  it  had  been  identified| 
would  not,  in  any  event,  have  adopted  and  ratified  the  treaty,  but 
with  the  stne  qua  nan  of  a  stipulation,  faithfully  and  clearly  nnder- 
atood,  as  they  thought^  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  as 
then  ascertained :  or,  at  least,  they  would  have  insisted  upon  resum- 
ing and  retaining  the  lands  contained  in  the  obnoxious  grants,  and  of 
appropriating  them  specifically  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  debt;  and  so  the 
IToited  States  would  have  had  to  choose  between  the  treaty  without 
the  lands,  and  the  treaty  with  the  lands  saddled  with  the  debt  in 
question.    It  is  conceived  that  no  conclusion  can  be  clearer,  from  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  now  in  evidence.    Then  the  treaty,  with 
that  dne  qua  non  clearly  implied  and  understood,  actually  dispensed 
with  all  the  cogent  and  irresistible  motives  to  satisfy  and  discharge 
the  debt  at  all  eveiUa :  it  took  away  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  the  gpecijic/und  out  of  which  the  debt  would  have  been 
BO    satisfied  and  discharged ;  it  took  at  the  same  time  the  Jarge  and 
entire  mass  of  funds  represented  by  that  debt,  the  private  estate  and 
property  of  your  memorialist,  and  used  it  as  a  part  of  the  considera- 
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tion  and  purchase  money,  for  those  same  lands  which  had  constituted 
the  specific  funds  ot  his  indemnity,  and  for  all  the  other  immense  ter- 
ritorial acquisitions  and  political  advantages  obtained  by  means  of 
the  treaty. 

Your  memorialist  founds  the  claim  he  is  about  to  prefer  against  the 
United  States,  upon  the  following  propositions  :  which  he  respectfully 
submits  are  fairly  and  necessarily  deduced  from  all  the  facts  and  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  case. 

1.  It  being  clear,  and  now  indeed  a  concession,  that  the  treaty-ma* 
king  power  was  utterly  incompetent  of  its  own  mere  authority  to  ne- 
gotiate away  the  claim  of  your  memorialist,  or  any  other  of  the  like 
description  and  under  the  like  circumstances,  he  maintains  that  such 
defect  of  orignal  and  inherent  power  had  never  been  supplied  by  any 
conventional  authority  flowing  from  the  assent  of  your  memorialist 
to  submit  and  subject  his  claim  unconditionally  to  the  fate  of  the  nego- 
tiation, by  which  the  treaty  was  conciuded  ;  on  the  contrary,  that 
from  first  to  last  he  had  rested  on  his  own  personal  exertions  and  so- 
licitations, and  had  merely  called  in  aid  of  them  the  countenance  and 
assistance  of  the  public  functionaries  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the 
good  ofSces  with  which  the  representations  of  ambassadors  and  other 
ministers  in  behalf  of  their  fellow  citizens  are  gratuitously  interposed^ 
and  gratuitously  listened  to  from  mere  diplomatic  comity. 

2.  If  any  such  conventional  authority  could  have  been  inferred  to 
sustain  the  original  frame  of  the  inchoate  treaty,  signed  on  the  22d 
day  of  February,  1819,  that  authority  necessarily  expired  with  the 
inchoate  instrument  by  which  it  had  been  executed,  and  never  was  re- 
newed, but  was  virtually  and  publicly  revoked  by  the  intermediate 
acts  of  all  the  parties,  and  by  the  essential  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  debt  before  the  redintegration  of  the  instrument  by  the  cortes  in 
^he  autumn  of  1B20. 

3.  Even  if  such  authority  existed  when  the  treaty  was  revived  from 
the  state  of  utter  extinction  and  absolute  nullity  to  which  it  had  been 
consigned  by  its  own  limitations,  still  it  was  the  commencement  of  a 
new  and  distinct  negotiation ;  it  could  operate  only  on  an  original 

J)roject  of  treaty  at  that  time  and  in  that  conjuncture,  and  could  right- 
uUy  have  operated  only  on  the  existing  rights  of  such  parties  as 
were  directly  or  indirectly  affected  by  it  in  their  then  actual  state  and 
condition,  no  matter  how  changed  or  ameliorated  since  the  date  affixed 
to  the  original,  and  still  preserved  in  the  new  project  of  the  treaty. 

4.  The  public  act  by  which  the  amount  of  the  debt  had  been  defi- 
nitely ascertained  and  fixed,  after  that  date^  was  merely  the  consum- 
mation of  a  procedure  commenced  and  inchoate  before.  The  whole 
negotiation,  from  the  first  proposal  for  the  reference  of  the  claims  to 
the  auditof  the  junta  down  to  the  final  ratification  of  their  award,  was  in- 
separably connected  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  by  links  of  unbroken 
continuity  ;  the  government  of  the  United  States  through  its  proper 
functionaries,  were  privy,  aiding  and  assisting  to  it  throughout^  and, 
in  the  appropriate  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  *'  contributed  to  the  sati^ 
factory  result;'*  and  so,  in  every  right  and  justice,  there  was  no  ground 
for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  set  up  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  obligation  they  were  assuming  to  pay  a  debt  depending  upon 
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tbe  original  evidence  in  detail,  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
to  ascertain  and  fix  its  amount,  or  a  debt  of  an  ascertained  and  fixed 
amount ;  there  was  no  reason  to  discriminate  between  the  obligations 
incident  to  the  debt  in  the  one  condition  or  the  other,  nor  can  it  be 
presumed  from  any  of  the  concomitant  circumstances  that  any  such 
discrimination  was  contemplated  by  the  parties  at  any  stage  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, or  at  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Then  the  conclu- 
sion is  clear  and  irresistible  that  the  treaty  ought  to  haye  been  so 
framed  (if  it  were  competent  to  act  upon  the  claim  at  all)  as  to  have 
embraced  it  in  its  actual  state  and  condition  at  the  time  the  treaty  was 
redintegrated  by  the  cortes  and  definitely  ratified,  and  to  have  given 
effect  to  the  preceding  adjustment  of  its  actual  amount ;  and  if  in  its 
original  frame  it  fell  short  of  that  object,  it  ought  to  have  been  so  re- 
formed and  enlarged  as  to  make  it  adequate  to  the  object. 

6.  It  now  appears  conclusively,  from  the  decision  of  the  tribunal 
appointed  to  adjudicate  all  claims  under  the  treaty,  that  it  was  neither 
framed  originally  nor  subsequently  reformed,  so  as  to  be  adequate  to 
its  proper  and  necessary  purposes  ;  but  that  it  was  concluded  and  rati- 
fied with  all  its  inherent  and  incurable  defects,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  limited  power,  and  jurisdiction  of  that  tribunal  has  necessarily 
fallen  short  of  the  obvious  ends  of  justice,  and  the  genuine  intent  of  the 
parties;  a  consequence  which,  so  far  from  being  at  all  imputed  or  capa- 
ble of  being  imputed  to  your  memorialist,  he  took  the  most  timely  and 
effectual  means  in  his  power  to  obviate  and  to  warn  against. 

€.  Though  the  debt  of  Spain  be  not,  of  right  and  in  principle,  ex- 
tinguished, but  from  the  inherent  defect  of  power  to  effectuate  the  as- 
sumed right  to  extinguish  it,  still  subsists  de  jure,  yet  the  wrongful 
exercise  of  that  assumed  power  has,  to  every  effectual  and  practical 
purpose,  destroyed  his  recourse  against  his  original  debtor,  which 
must  otherwise  have  been  effectual^  and  therefore  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  repair  the  injurious  consequences  to  your  memorialist — 
an  obligation  implying  no  burden  or  tax  upon  the  country,  because 
all  of  his  property  represented  by  the  debt  has  been,  in  fact,  as  bene- 
ficially appropriated  to  public  use  as  if  it  had  been  so  appropriated  by 
the  most  regular  and  legitimate  means  ;  it  has  been  contributed  just 
as  effectually  to  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas  as  if  it  had  been  right- 
fully and  lawfully  taken  ;  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  plainest 
principles  and  analogies  by  which  riffht  and  wrong  are  distinguished^ 
if  the  United  States  could  have  an  advantage  from  a  wrongftU  which 
they  could  not  claim  from  a  right/td  appropriation  of  private  property. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  prays  that  the  defect  of  justice,  thus 
arising  from  accidental  inadvertencies  and  omissions  in  the  transac- 
tion of  a  complicated  negotiation,  under  very  peculiar  circumstances 
of  difficulty,  and  from  the  anomalous  and  perplexing  situation  of  one 
of  the  high  contracting  parties,  may  be  supplied  by  a  substantial  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  him,  in  his  own  right,  from 
the  Spanish  government,  and  which  has  been  merged  and  swallowed 
up  in  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas. 

He  conceives  that  the  bona  fide  nature  and  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
adjustment,  by  which  the  amount  of  his  claim  was  ascertained  and 
fixed,  is  placed  beyond  dispute  or  doubt ;  but  if  there  be  the  most 
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latent  enspicion  that  it  was  broaglit  about  by  any  indirect  means,  or 
for  any  indirect  object,  he  would  not  only  be  willing  to  subject  it  to 
the  severest  scrutiny,  but  would  invoke  such  a  scrutiny  ;  and,  there- 
fore, any  provision  for  his  relief  might  be  made  to  depend  upon  the 
result  of  such  a  scrutiny  before  any  tribunal  to  which  Ciongress  may 
be  pleased  to  refer  it,  or  which  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  consti- 
tute for  the  purpose. 

B.  W.  MEADE. 
Washinqton  City,  January  8^  1825. 


No,  12. 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Bichard  W.  Meade,  a  native  citizen,  respectfully  represents  that, 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  had  the  honor  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  memorial,  with  sundry  documents,  relative  to  a  certain  claim 
against  the  United  States,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belations;  that  the  arduous  duties  of  that  committee  pre- 
vented it  from  reporting  thereon,  and,  fearful  of  further  delay  from 
similar  causes,  he  respectfully  solicits  that  a  special  committee  may 
be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  said  claim  and  report 
thereon. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Washington,  December  20,  1825. 


No.  13. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprea^ntativea  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  Margaret  C.  Meade,  widow,  and  sole  executrix  of 
B.  W.  Meade,  of  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth  : 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  lamented  husband  of  your  me- 
morialist firsft  appealed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  origin,  character,  and  proof  of  which  he  then 
set  forth,  and  often  subsequently  explained  and  confirmed.  With 
unshaken  confidence  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  his  country,  he  patiently 
acquiesced  in  the  protracted  delays  incident  to  multifarious  and  en- 
grossing subjects  of  legislation  ;  from  year  to  year,  from  session  to 
session,  he  invoked  attention,  and  earnestly  solicited  that  which  be 
sincerely  and  solemnly  believed  to  be  his  right,  until  it  pleased  an 
overruling  Providence  to  terminate  his  anxieties  with  his  life  in  the 
year  1828,  and  to  devolve  upon  your  memorialist  the  painful  but  im- 
perious duty  of  appearing  as  his  representative  and  suhstitute  for  the 
protection  of  his  family  and  property. 

Your  memorialist  has  heretofore  repeatedly  entreated  your  honora- 
ble bodies  to  take  this  claim  into  consideration,  and  to  decide  upon  its 
merits  with  characteristic  candor,  justice,  and  wisdom,  on  which  she 
exclusively  relies. 
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It  is  due  to  the  memoTjy  the  snfferings,  and  the  exertions  of  her 
husband,  that  she  should  not  shrink  from  intruding  upon  your  delib- 
erations ;  it  is  due^  also,  to  the  conscious  rights  and  natural  expecta- 
tions of  his  numerous  offspring ;  it  is  due  to  all  who,  from  whatever 
cause,  or  by  whatsoever  relation^  are  interested  in  the  restoration  of 
those  private  pecuniary  means  which  were  taken  from  him  and  ap- 
plied to  public  uses  without  compensation  or  indemnity  ;  and  it  is 
due,  as  your  memorialist  cannot  help  thinking,  to  the  true  honor, 
scrupulous  good  faith,  and  plain  constitutional  obligation  of  the 
American  republic. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  renews  her  petition  that  the  subject 
may  undergo  legislative  examination  and  redress ;  that  the  ample  ex- 
positions, testimony,  and  written  arguments,  long  heretofore  submit- 
ted to  your  honorable  bodies^  placed  upon  record  and  printed,  may 
obtain  a  fresh  and  final  scrutiny  ;  that  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  the 
national  representatives  may  receive  practical  illustration  in  the  sure, 
though  delayed  administration  of  justice,  and  that  the  bereaved 
family  of  a  native,  patriotic,  and  meritorious  citizen,  while  deploring 
the  irreparable  loss  of  their  father  and  friend,  may  yet  rejoice  in  the 
protection  of  their  country. 

And  your  memorialist  will  ever,  &c., 

MARGARET  C.  MEADE, 

Uxecutrix, 


No.  14. 

To  the  Jumorahle  the  SencUe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  Margaret  C*  Meade,  widow  and  sole  executrix  of 
R.  W.  Meade,  of  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth  : 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  lamented  husband  of  your  me- 
morialist first  appealed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
payment  of  a  dehtj  the  origin,  character,  and,  proof  of  which  he  then 
set  forth,  and  often  subsequently  explained  and  confirmed.  With 
unshaken  confidence  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  his  country,  he  patiently 
acquiesced  in  the  protracted  delays  incident  to  multifarious  and  en- 
grossing subjects  of  legislation  ;  from  year  to  year,  from  session  to 
session,  he  invoked  attention,  and  earnestly  solicited  that  which  he 
sincerely  and  solemnly  believed  to  be  his  rights,  until  it  pleased  an 
overruling  Providence  to  terminate  his  anxieties  with  his  life  in  the 
year  1828,  and  to  devolve  upon  your  memorialist  the  painful  but  im- 
perious duty  of  appearing  as  his  representative  And  sunstitute  for  the 
protection  of  his  Jamily  and  property. 

Your  memorialist  has  heretofore  repeatedly  entreated  your  honora- 
ble bodies  to  take  this  claim  into  consideration,  and  to  decide  upon  its 
merits  with  the  characteristic  candor,  justice,  and  wisdom,  on  which 
she  exclusively  relies.  It  is  due  to  the  memory,  the  sufferings,  and 
the  exertions  of  her  husband,  that  she  should  not  shrink  from  intru<* 
ding  upon  your  deliberations ;  it  is  due,  also,  to  the  conscious  rights 
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and  nataral  expectations  of  hii^  numerous  offspring  ;  it  is  due  to  all 
who,  from  whatever  cause,  or  by  whatever  relation,  are  interested  in 
the  restoration  of  those  private  pecuniary  means  which  were  taken 
from  him  without  compensation  or  indemnity,  and  which  secured  the 
cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States  ;  and  it  is  due,  as  your  me- 
morialist cannot  help  thinking,  to  the  true  honor,  scrupulous  good  faith, 
and  plain  constitutional  obligations  of  the  American  republic. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  renews  her  petition  that  the  subject 
may  undergo  legislative  examination  and  redress ;  that  the  ample  ex- 
positions, testimony,  and  written  arguments,  long  herefore  submitted 
to  your  honorable  bodies,  placed  upon  record  and  printed,  may  obtain 
a  fresh  and  final  scrutiny  ;  that  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  thenational 
representatives  may  receive  practical  illustration  in  the  sure,  though 
delayed  administration  of  justice  ;  and  that  the  bereaved  family  of  a 
native,  patriotic,  and  meritorious  citizen,  while  deploring  the  irre- 
parable loss  of  their  father  and  friend,  may  yet  rejoice  in  the  protec- 
tion of  their  country. 

And  your  memorialist  will  ever,  &c., 

MARGARET  C.  MEADE, 

Uxecutrix. 


No.  15. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  ffotise  of  R^reaentativea  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  Margaret  C.  Meade,  widow  and  sole  executrix  of  R. 
W.  Meade,  of  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth  : 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  lamented  husband  of  your  me- 
morialist first  appealed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt^  the  origin,  character,  and  proof  of  which  he  then 
set  forth^  and  often  subsequently  explained  and  confirmed.  With 
unshaken  confidence  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  his  country,  he  patiently 
acquiesced  in  the  protracted  delays  incident  to  multifarious  and  en- 
grossing subjects  of  legislation  ;  from  year  to  year,  from  cession  to 
session,  he  invoked  attention,  and  earnestly  solicited  that  which  he 
sincerely  and  solemnly  believed  to  be  his  right,  until  it  pleased  an 
overruling  Providence  to  terminate  his  anxieties  with  his  life  in  the 
year  1828,  and  to  devolve  upon  your  memorialist  the  painful  but  im- 
perious duty  of  appearing  as  his  representative  and  substitute  for  the 
protection  of  his  family  and  property. 

Your  memorialist  has  heretofore  repeatedly  entreated  your  honora- 
ble bodies  to  take  this  claim  into  consideration,  and  to  decide  upon  its 
merits,  with  the  characteristic  candor,  justice  and  wisdom  on  which 
she  exclusively  relies.  It  is  due  to  the  memory,  the  sufierings,  and 
the  exertions  of  her  husband^  that  she  should  not  shrink  from  intru- 
ding upon  your  deliberations  ;  it  is  due,  also,  to  the  conscious  rights 
and  natural  expectations  of  his  numerous  offspring  ;  it  is  due  to  all 
who,  from  whatever  cause,  or  by  whatsoever  relation,  are  interested  in 
the  restoration  of  those  private  pecuniary  means  which  were  taken 
from  him  to  secure  the  possession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States, 
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without  compensation  or  indemnity  ;  and  it  is  due,  as  your  memori- 
alist cannot  help  thinking,  to  the  true  honor,  scrupulous  ^ood  faith, 
and  plain  constitutional  obligation  of  the  American  republic. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  renews  her  petition  that  the  subject 
may  undergo  legislative  examination  and  redress,  that  the  ample  ex- 
positions, testimony,  and  written  arguments,  long  heretofore  submit- 
ted to  your  honorable  bodies,  placed  upon  record  and  printed,  may 
obtain  a  full  and  final  scrutiny  ;  that  tne  yirtue  and  wisdom  of  the 
national  representatives  may  receive|practical  illustration  in  the  sure, 
though  delayed  administration  of  justice ;  and  that  the  bereaved 
fitmily  of  a  native,  patriotic,  and  meritorious  citizen,  while  deploring 
the  irreparable  loss  of  their  fietther  and  friend,  may  yet  rejoice  in  the 
protection  of  their  country. 

And  your  memorialist  will  ever,  &c., 

MABGAEET  C.  MEADE, 

Executrix. 


No.  16. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  Senate  and  House  of  jRepreserUatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  Margaret  C.  Meade,  widow  and  sole  executrix  of 
Richard  W.  Meade,  of  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth : 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  lamented  husband  of  your  mem- 
orialist first  appealed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  origin,  character,  and  proof  of  which  he  then 
eet  forth,  and  often  subsequently  explained  and  confirmed.  With 
QDshaken  confidence  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  his  country,  he  patiently 
acquiesced  in  the  protracted  delays  incident  to  multifarious  and  en- 
grossing subjects  of  legislation.  From  year  to  year,  from  session  to 
aesaion,  he  invoked  attention,  and  earnestly  solicited  that  which  he» 
^sincerely  and  solemnly  believed  to  be  his  right ;  until  it  pleased  an 
overruling  Providence  to  terminate  his  anxieties  with  his  life,  in  the 
year  1828,  and  to  devolve  upon  your  memorialist  the  painful  but  im- 
perious duty  of  appearing  as  his  representative  and  suostitute  for  the 
protection  of  his  family  and  property. 

Your  memorialist  has  heretofore  repeatedly  entreated  your  honorable 
bodies  to  take  this  claim  into  consideration,  and  to  decide  upon  its 
merits,  with  the  characteristic  candor,  justice,  and  wisdom  on  which 
she  exclusively  relies.  It  is  due  to  the  memory,  the  sufferings,  and 
the  exertions  of  her  husband,  that  she  should  not  shrink  from  intrud- 
ing upon  your  deliberations  ;  it  is  due,  also,  to  the  conj9cious  rights 
and  natural  expectations  of  his  numerous  offspring  ;  it  is  due  to  all 
who,  from  whatever  cause  or  by  whatever  relation,  are  interested  in 
the  restoration  of  their  private  pecuniary  means,  which  were  taken 
from  him  to  secure  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States,  with- 
out compensation  or  indemnity  ;  and  it  is  due,  as  your  memorialist 
cannot  help  thinking,  to  the  true  honor,  scrupulous  good  faith^  and 
plain  constitutional  obligations  of  the  American  republic. 
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Your  memorialigt,  therefore,  renews  her  petition,  that  the  suhject 
may  undergo  legislative  examination  and  redress;  that  the  ample  ex- 
positions, testimony,  and  written  arguments,  long  heretofore  sub- 
mitted to  your  honorable  bodies,  placed  on  record  and  printed,  may 
obtain  a  fresh  and  final  scrutiny  ;  that  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  the 
national  representatives  may  receive  practical  illustration,  in  the  sure 
though  delayed  administration  of  justice  ;  and  that  the  bereaved  family 
of  a  native,  patriotic,  and  meritorious  citizen,  while  deploring  the  irre- 
parable loss  of  their  father  and  friend,  may  yet  rejoice  in  the  protec- 
tion of  their  country. 

And  your  memorialist  well  ever,  &c. 

MABGABET  C.  MEADE,  Executrix. 


No.  lY. 
a.  W.  Meade  to  the  President  qfthe  United  States,  February  11, 1821. 

Washington,  February  11,  1821. 

Snt :  In  transmitting  the  enclosed  memorial  to  your  consideration, 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  original  Spanish  documents  therein  re- 
ferred to,  are  in  my  possession,  and  at  your  disposition  whenever  you 
may  be  pleased  to  require  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  due  consideration,  your  most 
obedient  servant  and  fellow-citizen, 

B.  W.  MEADE. 

To  THE  President  op  the  United  States. 


R.  W,  Meade  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

WASHEsraTON,  February  8,  1821. 

-  Sir  :  Since  the  recent  intelligence  from  Spain  has  reduced  it  nearly 
to  a  certainty  that  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d 
February,  1819,  has  been  ratified  by  the  government  of  Spain,  and 
tbat  it  is  speedily  to  be  offered  for  the  ratification  of  this  government, 
it  becomes  nighly  expedient  that  all  the  collateral  and  implied,  aa 
well  as  the  direct  and  explicit  obligations  which  such  ratification  may 
carry  with  it,  should  be  fully  understood  and  distinctly  recognized,  be- 
fore any  definitive  and  irrevocable  determination  be  taken  in  the  ba- 
ainess.  My  most  vital  interests  are  so  deeply  involved  in  the  inter- 
pretations with  which  the  terms  of  the  treaty  may  be  understood  and 
accepted,  and  may,  moreover,  enter  so  essentially  into  the  motives 
which  might  dictate  the  ratification  or  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  in 
the  whole  or  in  part,  that  I  owe  it  as  a  duty  equally  to  myself  and 
to  the  government,  to  make  a  preliminary  and  frank  declaration  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  indemnities  which  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  may  give  me  a  right  to  claim  from  the  United  States.  The  va- 
lidity of  such  a  claim  was,  without  doubt,  prospectively  contemplated 
and  admitted  by  the  high  functionaries  directly  concerned  in  the  ne- 
gotiation, if,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  conclude  was  the  fact,  it  form- 
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ed  the  ground-work  of  any  one  of  the  treaty  stipulations ;  nor  do  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  tedious  procrastination,  and  vexatious  shifts,  which 
have  since  been  interposed  by  the  late  administrators  of  public  affairs 
in  Spain,  have  at  all  impaired  the  force  of  the  original  considerations 
and  impressions  by  which  our  own  government  was  actuated.  But 
the  more  definite  and  authentic  shape  which  subsequent  events  have 
given  to  my  claim,  and  the  further  development  of  the  views  of  the 
Spanish  government  respecting  it,  would  alone  have  justified  the  pro- 
priety of  this  preliminary  explanation,  even  if  the  full  execution  of 
the  treaty  did  not  mainly  depend  upon  the  collective  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion of  Congress,  to  whom  the  involved  consequences  of  its  stipula- 
tions are  not  supposed  to  be  so  distinctly  enunciated  as  to  the  original 
negotiators.  I  shall  submit  it,  with  the  most  entire  deference  and  re- 
spect^ to  your  known  judgment  and  discretion  to  devise  the  most  proper 
and  effectual  mode,  when  the  occasion  shall  arise,  of  communicating 
to  the  Senate  an  official  notification  of  this  claim,  and  also  of  recom- 
mending to  Congress,  ftmong  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  practical  effect,  a  distinct  provision  for  the  complete  and 
immediate  satisfaction  of  the  claim,  so  that  its  distinct  recognition,  as 
one  of  the  treaty  stipulations,  may  be  concomitant  with  the  treaty 
through  its  several  stages  of  final  ratification  and  complete  execution. 
The  atdvantages  resulting  from  this  mode  of  clearing  away  all  ambi- 
guities, and  obviating  future  misunderstandings,  are  evident,  besides 
saving  me  from  expensive  solicitations  and  ruinous  delays.  In  con- 
formity to  these  views,  I  shall  proceed,  without  further  apology,  to 
lay  before  you  a  summary  exposition  of  my  claim  (as  it  has  oeen  fully 
recognized  and  admitted)  upon  the  Spanish  government ;  and  the 
process  by  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  become 
identified  with  that  of  Spain,  in  the  obligation  to  satisfy  that  claim 
immediately  upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

As  soon  as  I  was  released,  through  the  humane  and  decided  inter- 
position of  my  country,  from  the  prison  to  which  I  had  been  consign- 
ed by  the  unpralleled  injustice  and  perfidy  of  some  of  the  ministers 
and  agents  of  the  restored  government,  which  puperseded  the  illus- 
trious oortes,  by  whose  wisdom  and  heroic  constancy  Spain  had 
been  saved  from  a  foreign  yoke,  I  lost  no  time  in  preferring  the 
most  urgent  solicitations  for  the  settlement  of  my  claims,  to  an  im- 
mense amount,  upon  the  Spanish  government.  These  claims  were 
due,  on  account  of  extensive  supplies  of  provisions  and  advances  of 
money,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  in  the  most  trying  and  doubt- 
ful crisis  of  its  fate,  to  the  timely  assistance  of  which  supplies  and  ad- 
vances it  has  been  distinctly  and  gratefully  acknowledged,  by  the 
great  body  of  patriotic  Spaniards,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  that 
the  nation  was  mainly  indebted  for  the  ultimate  achievement  of  its  in- 
dependence. Notwithstanding  the  counteractions  thrown  in  my  way^ 
from  the  same  corrupt  sources  of  selfish  intrigue,  by  which  my  most 
iniquitous  imprisonment  had  been  planned  and  prolonged  ;  so  mani- 
fest and  so  cogent  was  the  equity  of  my  claim,  and  so  powerful  the  ap- 
peal to  the. gratitude  of  the  nation,  that  the  government  could  not 
avoid  giving  serious  attention  to  the  case.  It  was  notorious  enough 
how  ill-prepared  they  were  to  meet  my  demands,  and  it  has  been  com- 
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pletely  demonstrated,  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Erving  and  the  world, 
that  the  conscious  emharassment  of  the  government  on  this  head  was 
one  of  the  main  springs  of  action  pat  in  motion  by  the  intriguers  who 
were  permitted,  for  so  long  a  time,  to  evade  the  pressing  instances  of 
Mr.  Erving  and  my  friends  for  my  release,  and  even  to  nullify  the  ef- 
fect of  royal  orders  ostensibly  commanding  it.  Veiy  soon,  however, 
after  my  release,  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  crown-lands  in 
Florida,  as  a  resource  for  discharging  the  debt  due  to  me,  and,  accord- 
ingly, it  was  insinuated  to  me  that  I  might  receive  payment  by 
means  of  an  equivalent  in  those  lands.  But  I  knew  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  long  contemplated  a  cession  of  the  Flor- 
idas,  as  the  ultimate  satisfaction  and  indemnity  for  the  injuries  which 
our  flag  and  commerce  had  sustained,  through  the  instrumentality, 
active  or  passive,  of  Spain.  I  therefore  felt  myself  not  only  bound  by 
the  geaeral  obligations  of  a  good  citizen,  but  especially  tnoved  by  the 
strongest  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  disinterested  and  magnanimous 
interference  of  my  country  in  my  behalf,  to  avoid  every  step  which 
might  possibly  traverse  the  ulterior  and  contingent  views  and  pro- 
jects of  the  government,  in  its  diplomatic  relations  with  Spain,  with- 
out stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  negotiation  had  assumed  such  a 
shape  as  to  give  the  United  States  any  right,  either  absolute  or  in- 
choate, to  insist  upon  specific  indemnity  in  the  Floridas.  I  according- 
ly addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  on  the  7th  June,  1818, 
(eight  months  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty^)  in  which .  I  stated 
the  proposition  made  to  me,  expressly  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether 
my  acceptance  of  it  would  be  agreeable  to  this  government.  As  soon 
as  the  answer  of  Mr.  Adams,  dated  on  the  18th  September,  1818,  in- 
formed me  that  this  government  apprehended  ill  consequences  from 
admitting  the  precedent  of  the  grant  in  question,  pending  the  negotia- 
tion, as  it  might  open  a  door  for  other  grants,  tending  materially  to 
diminish  the  value  of  the  desired  cession,  I  abandoned  all  thoughts  of 
accepting  payment  in  that  mode,  and  applied  myself  exclusively  to 
the  direct  means  of  obtaining  satisfaction.  Having  experienced, 
throughout  the  whole  affair,  the  greatest  inconvenience  from  the  dil- 
atory proceedings  of  the  Spanish  governments  I  presented,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1818,  a  memorial  to  the  King,  backed  by  an  of- 
ficial letter  from  Mr.  Erving,urging  the  appointment  of  two  or  three  per- 
sons in  the  entire  confidence  of  the  King,  to  audit  and  settle  my  claim. 
My  petition  was  finally  granted,  and  a  junta,  or  commission,  consist- 
ing of  four  councillors,  was  accordingly  appointed  by  a  royal  order. 
The  report  of  that  junta,  on  the  30th  September,  1819,  after  a  labori- 
ous and  minute  investigation  of  six  or  seven  months'  duration,  and  a 
critical  examination  into  all  the  merits  of  the  case,  specifically  adooiit- 
ted  and  passed  my  claim  within  the  amount  I  had  all  along  stated, 
both  directly  to  this  government  and  to  Mr.  Erving.  The  report  of 
the  junta,  in  frank  and  explicit  terms,  acknowledges  and  enforces  the 
most  cogent  motives  for  the  speedy  satisfaction  of  the  debt  by  the 
Spanish  government :  motives  avowedly  derived,  not  only  from  the 
faith  of  the  most  solemn  contracts,  but  from  the  national  gratitude  for 
the  signal  and  meritorious  services  I  had  performed  in  the  execution 
of  those  contracts.    That  report,  or  award,  has  been  approved,  rati- 
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£edy  and  adopted^  on  all  its  terms,  by  the  Spanish  government,  and 
sanctioned  by  all  the  highest  solemnities  that  can  be  invoked  to  bind 
the  faith  of  the  State. 

The  delay  of  the  report  to  so  late  a  period  as  September,  1819,  was, 
in  a  great  measure,  occasioned  by  the  multiplicity  of  contracts  to  be 
examined,  and  of  departments  from  which  information  was  to  be 
aought.  After  the  report  of  the  30th  September  had  been  sent  in,  it 
was  returned  with  various  suggestions  and  observations  from  the  min- 
ister of  finance  to  the  junta  ;  who,  after  considering  the  suggestions 
of  the  minister,  on  the  15th  November^  1819,  confirmed  their  first  re- 
port ;  reasserting  and  enforcing  all  the  reasons  upon  which  it  was 
ibunded ;  and  even  declaring  that  the  sum  awarded  was  less  than  what 
in  justice  and  equity  the  government  ought  to  pay  me.  Still  the  min- 
ister of  finance  thought  it  necessary  to  consult  in  succession  the 
treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  comptroller  general  of  ac- 
counts, and  their  decision  concurring  with  that  of  the  junta,  the  King 
finally  ratified  the  award. 

A  formal  certificate. was  made  and  delivered  to  me,  signed  by  all 
the  members  of  the  junta,  and  approved  by  the  minister  of  finance, 
by  order  and  acting  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  the  royal  seal  af- 
fixed thereto^  solemnities  observed  only  in  cases  of  hi^h  commissions 
and  in  afiairs  of  the  utmost  importance.  This  certificate  (which  to- 
gether with  another  royal  order  was  transmitted  to  me  in  May,  1820, 
by  Mr.  Argnelles,  the  new  minister  of  finance,)  imports  the  clearest 
and  most  unequivocal  acknowledgment  that  the  Spanish  government 
is  indebted  to  me  in  the  sum  of  $491,163  33  ;  and  directs  that  the 
same  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  department^ 
with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 

The  embariassments  of  the  new  revolution,  which  ensued  in  tbe  in- 
terval, between  the  definitive  award  of  the  junta  and  its  final  ratifi- 
cation by  the  King,  delayed  and  impeded  the  fall  measure  of  justice, 
which  I  had  every  reason  to  expect  irom  the  more  enlightened  and 
just  government  of  the  cortes,  which  that  revolution  has  now  restored 
to  Spain.  I  nevertheless  pressed  for  a  settlement  with  all  the  dili- 
gence that  the  magnitude  of  the  claim,  and  my  necessities,  justified 
and  required  ;  and,  as  soon  as  its  definitive  and  official  recognition, 
in  the  form  of  the  certificate  jast  mentioned,  was  communicated  to  me 
by  the  minister  of  finance,  I  petitioned  the  cortes  to  order  its  imme- 
diate payment,  and  to  designate  the  mode  of  payment.  I  could  ob- 
tain no  definitive  resolution  from  the  cortes  until  the  5th  October  last, 
the  day  they  decided  in  favor  of  ratifying  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of 
the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  upon  which  occasion  they  ordered 
that  my  memorial  should  be  united  with  the  papers  relative  to  the 
treaty,  and  submitted  to  the  King,  in  order  to  have  it  ascertained 
whether  the  American  government  had  consented  to  the  introduction 
of  my  individual  claim  into  the  negotiations  on  the  treaty  ;  and,  if 
so,  that  the  American  government  had  distinctly  assumed  upon  itself 
the  payment  of  my  claim,  and  had  wholly  exonerated  Spain  from  it ; 
but  if  it  should  be  found  that  my  case  had  not  been  taken  into  view 
by  the  negotiators,  and  was  not  distinctly  understood  as  embraced  in 
the  treaty  stipulations,  they,  in  that  case,  decreed  the  immediate  pay- 
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ment  of  the  debt  by  the  Spanish  goyernment.  Upon  this  reference 
from  the  cortes  the  Spanish  minister  of  state  pronounced  an  unequiv- 
ocal opinion  that  the  debt  had  been  distinctly  and  specifically  assumed 
by  the  United  States  in  exoneration  of  Spain,  or  would  be  so  upon  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  consequently  I  was  referred  to  the  eventual 
ratification  of  the  treaty  for  the  ultimate  satisfaction  of  my  claim. 
The  opinion  of  the  minister  was  founded  (as  I  was  informed  from  high 
authority)  upon  facts  said  to  have  been  notorious  to  the  negotiators  of 
the  treaty,  and  verified,  as  it  was  said,  by  the  official  communications 
of  Mr.  Onis  to  the  Spanish  government,  to  wit :  that  my  claim  had 
been  introduced  by  name  into  the  discussions  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Onis,  who  finally  agreed,  in  their  verbal  conferences,  that  it  should 
be  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United  States;  that  Mr.  Onis  proposed  the 
insertion  of  my  name,  and  a  specific  stipulation  to  that  effect,  in  the 
treaty,  but  that  Mr.  Adams  thought  it  unnecessary  to  do  so,  though 
he  agreed  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  intended  to  comprehend  my 
case,  without  naming  it ;  and  to  exonerate  Spain  from  the  debt,  with 
the  understanding,  nevertheless,  that  it  was  to  be  specifically  assumed 
and  paid  by  the  United  States.  The  clause  alluded  to,  as  the  one  in- 
tended to  embrace  my  claim,  is  the  fifth  of  the  renunciations  declared, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty. 
From  an  examination  of  the  three  documents,  the  protocol  of  the  treaty 
as  delivered  by  Mr.  Onis,  the  counter-project  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the 
treaty  as  it  was  actually  concluded  and  signed,  so  much  is  certain  and 
evident  that  the  protocol  contains  a  clause  nearly  equivalent  to  the  one 
in  question  which  is  entirely  omitted  in  the  connter-project,  and  so  it 
becomes  highly  probable  that  it  was  inserted  in  the  treaty,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  new  arrangement,  or  substantive  understanding,  dis- 
cussed and  adjusted  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  negotiation.  What 
were  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  arrangement  or  understanding, 
and  of  the  preliminary  discussions  which  Ted  to  it,  and  whether  Mr. 
Onis  h€ks  made  an  accurate  report  of  them  in  his  alleged  communica- 
tions to  his  own  government,  are  matters  of  which  you,  sir,  must 
have  far  more  authentic  and  certain  information  than  any  I  can  pre- 
tend to  offer.  If  the  fifth  renunciation,  declared  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  were  in  fact  designed  by  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty, 
and  understood  by  their  respective  governments,  to  extend  fteyond  dach 
claims  as  arose  out  of  injuries  and  aggressions  in  which  the  nation, 
in  its  sovereign  capacity,  was  immediately  concerned,  and  for  which 
it  might,  conformably  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  have  claimed 
restitution  and  indemnity  under  the  peril  of  reprisals,  and  if,  in  truth, 
it  were  intended  to  reach  and  comprehend  claims  arising  out  of  civil 
contracts,  or  the  ordii^ary  transactions  of  business,  in  other  words 
bona  fide  debts  due,  upon  express  contracts,  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  private  citizens  of  the  United  States,  then  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  the  sweeping  terms  of  the  stipulation  are  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace my  identical  claim,  and  it  is  equally  clear  and  certain  that  mine 
was  and  is  the  sole  and  only  claim  of  the  kind  to  which  that  stipula- 
tion can  be  applied,  or  upon  which  it  can,  by  any  possibility,  operate. 
I  make  this  assertion  with  so  much  the  more  confidence  as  it  must  be  a 
fact  of  notoriety  to  this  government,  if,  contrary  to  my  assertion,  any 
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statement  whatever  of  an  acknowledged  claim  upon  the  Spanish  goy- 
ernment  for  a  deht  dne  hy  contract,  had,  at  any  time  since  the  date  of 
the  convention  of  1802,  and  before  the  signature  of  the  last  treaty, 
been  presented  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  besides  myself, 
either  to  the  Department  of  State  here,  or  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  and  under  no  other  circumstances  can  any 
claim  for  such  a  debt  be  brought  within  the  terms  of  the  stipulation. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  conceded  that  the  Spanish  government  so  far  was 
warranted  in  concluding  that  they  were  to  be  as  effectually  exonerated 
and  discharged  from  their  debt  to  me  as  if  it  had  been  mentioned  by 
name  in  the  treaty  ;  and  their  corollary  that  the  United  States  would 
then  be  bound  to  pay  and  satisfy  that  debt,  without  defalcation  or  de- 
lay, was  surely  a  very  natural  one,  and  as  surely  founded  in 
the  soundest  principles,  as  well  of  the  moral  as  of  the  conventional 
law. 

I  have,  however,  positively  denied,  and  formally  protested  against 
one  of  the  postulates  assumed  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  is, 
that  any  stipulation  of  the  United  States  could  be  competent  per  ae  to 
cancel  the  debt  and  exonerate  Spain  from  her  original  and  inherent 
obligation  in  any  other  way  than  actually  paying  the  debt  to  me. 
Not  that  I  have  ever  been  in  the  least  averse  from  accepting  the  United 
States  for  my  debtor  in  lieu  of  Spain.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  under- 
taking of  the  United  States  were  co-extensive  in  point  of  legal  and 
moral  obligation  with  that  of  Spain,  so  that  the  existing  pecuniary 
debt  of  the  one,  with  all  its  concomitant  duties,  becomes  identically 
the  debt  of  the  other,  I  shall  then  most  willingly  accede  to  the  pro* 
posed  transposition  of  the  indebted  party.  But  it  is  precisely  on  this 
point  that  the  most  alarming  ambiguity  exists;  for,  if  this  particular 
debt  be  embraced  by  the  terms  of  the  5th  renunciation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  was  so  intended  by  the  negotiators,  then  there 
is  no  distinct  and  substantive  provision  for  the  payment  of  it  unless  the 
official  report  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis  of  a  verbal  arrange- 
ment and  understanding  on  the  subject  between  him  and  Mr.  Adams, 
and  not  fully  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  treaty,  should  be  distinctly  and 
formally  recognised  by  this  government.  The  terms  of  the  treaty,  ta- 
ken simply  and  strictly,  without  being  interpreted  by  any  such  sup- 
plemental arrangement  or  understanding,  clearly  import  that  all  the 
claims  embraced  by  all  the  five  renunciations  on  the  part  of  the  Uoited 
States,  are  to  be  thrown  into  one  heterogeneous  mass  and  placed  on 
the  same  level,  and  subject  to  the  same  rule  of  compensation.  Whereas 
nothing  could  be  more  unjust  and  injurious  than  such  an  operation  in 
regard  to  my  claim,  because  nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar  in  their 
nature,  in  their  origin,  and  in  all  their  circumstances,  and  nothing 
more  unequal  in  the  cogency  of  the  legal  and  moral  obligations  out  of 
which  they  arise,  than  my  claim  and  the  mass  of  others  with  which  it 
is  apparently  confounded. 

The  broad  distinction,  in  all  their  moral  and  political  consequences 
and  relations,  between  a  mere  debt,  voluntarily  contracted  by  a  State,  in 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  business  with  a  private  person,  whether  citi- 
zen or  foreigner,  and  a  claim  for  unascertained  damages  on  account  of  in- 
j  aries  to  private  property  involved  and  bound  up  in  national  injuries,  is 
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manifest  and  universally  admitted.  Depredations  upon  the  commerce, 
aggressions  upon  the  flag,  cither  of  the  military  or  commercial  marine 
of  the  nation,  equally  with  invasions  of  its  territory,  are  always  con- 
sidered and  treated  as  direct  aggressions  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  and  equally  to  be  resented  and  repelled  as  acts  of  hostility,  if 
a  reasonable  satisfaction  be  not  made.  All  forcible  and  violent  seiz- 
ures, at  sea  or  upon  land,  of  the  persons  or  property  of  private  citizens, 
partake  of  the  same  character  of  hostility,  and  according  to  the  various 
uegrees  of  the  offence  may  give  just  cause  for  reprisals.  When  the 
State  is  injured  or  insulted  in  the  persons  of  its  citizens,  if  the  aggres- 
sion be  manifestly  and  flagrantly  unjust^  the  State  is  bound  by  its 
correlative  duties  to  its  citizens  whilst  it  avenges  its  own  wrongs,  or 
by  peaceable  means  vindicates  the  violated  rights  of  its  sovereignty, 
to  demand  just  reparation  for  the  injuries  inflicted  on  its  citizens.  In 
all  these  cases^  however,  the  compensations  for  the  private  injuries, 
equally  with  the  satisfactions  for  the  public  wrong,  must  necessarily 
be  fair  subjects  of  compromise  and  mutual  accommodation.  The  of* 
fended  State  is  not  bound,  nor  has  it  any  right  to  set  up  its  own  judg- 
ment as  paramount  and  infallible,  and  to  insist  upon  the  eummumjusy 
according  to  that  judgment,  otherwise  disputes  and  wars  would  be  in- 
terminable. Then  compromises  between  States,  both  of  the  public 
wrongs  and  of  the  private  injuries  involved  in  them,  are  of  necessity, 
and  agreeable  to  the  universal  usage  of  universal  civilized  nations. 
But  that  a  mere  failure  in  contract  on  the  part  of  one  State  towards  a 
private  citizen  of  another,  shall  be  treated  as  a  violation  of  the  high 
rights  of  sovereignty,  so  as  either  to  justify  reprisals  or  to  give  occa- 
sion for  any  of  those  compromises  or  mutual  concessions  usually  inci- 
dent to  a  treaty  of  pacification,  would  be  an  assumption  as  absolutely 
destitute  of  any  countenance  from  precedent  as  from  any  of  the  analo- 
gies of  public  law. 

From  the  following  comparison  of  my  actual  condition  as  an  acknow- 
ledged creditor  of  Spam,  having  a  present  and  perfect  right  to  demand 
instant  payment,  with  that  to  which  I  should  he  reduced  as  a  deferred 
claimant  of  a  precarious  dividend,  under  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty , 
there  will  appear  abundant  cause  for  my  anxiety,  and  for  my  having 
protested  to  the  Spanish  government,  as  I  now  do  to  this,  against  the 
competency  of  the  treaty  either  to  operate^  per  «e,  the  release  without 
providing  for  fhepayinent  of  the  debt,  or  to  annex  to  the  transposition 
of  the  debt  such  interpolations  upon  the  terms  of  the  original  obligation 
as  the  letter  of  the  said  llth  article  would  seem  to  imply. 

I  have  shown  what  procrastinations,  shifts,  and  evasions  I  have  al- 
ready experienced  ;  what  long,  wearisome,  and  expensive  solicitationa 
and  investigations  I  have  had  to  wade  through,  and  what  sacrifices  of 
my  time,  my  means,  and  my  comforts,  I  have  had  to  encounter  in  or- 
der to  have  my  claim  definitively  and  conclusively  adjusted,  ascertained^ 
and  settled  by  the  only  party  connected  with  me  in  the  contract,  or 
responsible  to  me  under  it,  by  a  party  in  all  respects  competent  to  take 
upon  himself  the  most  perfect  ooligation.  After  I  have  surmounted 
every  difficulty,  and  have,  at  last,  conclusively  fixed  upon  this  party  a 
consummate  obligation  to  pay  me  an  ascertained  sum  of  money, 
inetanterf  upon  what  terms  and  for  what  equivalents  am  I  called  upon 
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torenonnce  or  to  transfer  this  perfect  right?  Why,  if  the  ostensible  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  as  defined  in  the  11th  article,  are  to  be  strictly  ta- 
ken as  the  only  rule  for  determining  the  equivalents,  then  what  is  now 
an  ascertained  debt,  standing  upon  the  basis  of  a  consummate  obliga- 
tion^ is  reduced  to  a  mere  outstanding  claim,  open  to  fresh  and 
reiterated  contestations  from  unknown  parties,  from  intermeddling 
strangers^  without  privity  or  interest  in  the  original  contract,  or  any 
motive  for  engaging  in  the  controversy  but  an  eager  emulation  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  ^ross  sum  set  apart  for  the  satisfaction,  ipro  roJta^ 
of  all  the  claims.  It  is  to  be  re-examined  and  adjudicated  over  again 
by  a  new  commission,  which  may  not  and  probably  will  not  be  closed 
in  a  less  period  than  three  years,  commencing  from  some  undefined 
point  of  time  hereafter,  viz:  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  in  Wash- 
ington, and  which  if  it  be  decided,  as  possibly  it  may,  to  investigate 
over  again  the  merits  and  details  of  my  claim,  will  have  to  invoke 
documentary  evidence  from  the  bureaus  of  a  foreign  country  peculiarly 
tenacious  of  its  archives.  Now,  suppose  the  claim,  as  it  stands  adju- 
dicated by  the  Spanish  authorities,  to  be  affirmed  by  the  American 
commissioners,  then  instead  of  a  present  right  to  demand  payment  of 
the  whole  sum  without  defalcation  or  delay^  from  a  party  abundantly 
solvent  and  of  presumed  good  faith,  a  party  not  yet  declared  bankrupt 
either  in  character  or  circumstances,  I  am  to  wait  for  a  contingent 
qwAa  or  dividend  out  of  the  gross  sum  set  apart  for  the  satisfaction, 
pro  rcUa^  of  the  entire  mass  ot  claims,  and  even  that  guo^a  cannot  be 
ascertained  and  declared  until  the  whole  of  the  daims  are  finally  adju- 
dicated within  theaforesaid  periodof  three  years;and,la8tly,  this  tedioua 
process  being  accomplished,  and  the  commission /icno^tM  offidoy  all  the 
claims  being  definitely  adjusted,  and  the  respective  quotas  ascertained 
and  declared,  even  then  the  mode  and  the  time  of  payment  are  left  at  the 
absolute  discretion  of  Congress.  The  payments  are  stipulated  to  be  made 
only  in  one  of  three  modes,  at  the  election  of  the  government,  viz  : 
first,  immediately  at  the  Treasury  ;  or,  secondly,  in  six  per  cent,  stock, 
]»ayable  out  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
ceded  territory,  (which  sales  are  of  course  to  be  made  at  such  times 
and  upon  such  terms  as  the  government,  in  its  discretion,  may  pre- 
scribe^  so  as  to  postpone  for  an  indefinite  period,  every  practical  and 
available  benefit  from  the  stock,)  or,  lastly,  in  such  other  manner  aa 
Congress  may  prescribe  by  law. 

I  beg  leave  to  advert,  very  cursorily,  to  the  principles  of  public  law 
and  of  national  justice,  upon  which  I  have  founded  my  protest  against 
the  assumed  power  so  to  dispose  of  my  rights  of  property,  if,  indeed, 
contrary  to  my  best  assured  hopes  and  expectations,  any  such  power 
wa0  ever  intended  to  be  exerted  in  the  case. 

All  debts,  both  public  and  private,  are  universally  considered  among 
dvilized  nations  as  a  species  of  property  more  sacred  and  inviolable 
than  any  other.  This  principle  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  accept- 
able to  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  Con- 
stitution, whilst  it  leaves  to  the  several  States  the  discretionary  rights 
of  sovereignty  over  the  ordinary  property  of  their  citizens,  expressly 
prohibits  them  from  making  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  ten- 
der in  payment  of  debts,  and  from  passing  any  law  impairing  the 
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obligation  of  contracts,  a  clause  which,  in  its  established  construction 
and  practical  effect,  has  been  held  to  annul  all  State  laws  proposing, 
under  any  pretext,  to  discharge  debtors  from  the  obligation  of  their 
debts.  By  the  treaty  of  1794  with  England,  all  debts,  both  public  and 
private,  are  to  be  held  absolutely  inviolate  in  case  of  war  between  the 
two  nations,  whilst  every  other  species  of  property  is  left  exposed  to 
belligerent  confiscation  and  reprisals.  That  clause  of  the  treaty  is  fur- 
ther remarkable  for  its  clear  and  emphatic  enunciation  of  the  abstract 
f principles  of  national  morality  and  good  faith,  upon  which  the  stipu- 
ation  is  founded.  Since  the  benign  and  prevailing  influence  of  these 
principles  has  been  able  to  relax  the  iron  grasp  of  war,  I  cannot  doubt 
their  sovereign  efficacy  in  that  temperate  state  of  the  body  politic, 
when  its  passions  or  necessities  claim  no  prescriptive  charter  to  conse- 
crate force  and  vengeance  on  the  altars  of  justice  and  mercy. 

With  respect  to  private  property  in  general,  the  power  of  the  sove- 
reign to  cede  or  dispose  of  it  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  has 
been  held  to  result  from  the  various  modifications  of  that  high  prerog- 
ative of  majesty  supposed  to  be  vested  in  absolute  princes,  and  by  Bome 
jurists  styled  the  eminent  domain^  by  virtue  of  which,  in  its  pure,  un- 
modified state,  all  property  is  theoretically  supposed  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizen  under  the  tacit  condition  of  being  resumed  by  the  sovereign,  when 
the  necessities  or  the  safety  of  the  State  shall  require  it.  It  is  agreed, 
however,  by  all  the  most  approved  expounders  of  the  laws  of  nature 
and  nations,  that  this  right  of  ceding  private  property  in  virtue  of  the 
eminent  domain  is  restrained  within  certain  rules,  founded  in  natural 
justice,  which  cannot  be  transgressed  by  any  lawful  and  regularly  con* 
stituted  State,  no  matter  how  absolute  the  form  of  government  in  other 
respects.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  lawful  only  upon  occasions  of  the  high- 
est State  necessity,  and  for  the  public  safety ;  and  in  that  case,  full 
compensation  must  be  made  to  the  owner,  for  which  purpose,  if  the  or- 
dinary revenue  of  the  State  be  inadequate,  the  deficiency  must  be  made 
up  by  contributions  from  all  the  citizens.  The  power  to  cancel  debts, 
under  any  circumstances,  is  treated  as  one  of  the  most  questionable 
and  pernicious  results  of  the  eminent  domain^  and  of  course  cannot  be 
justified  by  any  inferior  necessity  or  any  less  pressing  exigency  of  the 
public  saliety  than  what  are  requisite  to  give  validity  to  cessions  of 
other  property.  It  is  no  ordinary  conjuncture,  no  inducement  of  mere 
expediency  or  convenience,  no  bargaining  or  compromising  for  the 
settlement  of  disputed  limits  or  of  indemnities  for  injuries ;  it  is  nothiuKy 
in  short,  but  an  imperious  political  necessity  and  an  indespensible 
regard  to  the  common  safety  that  can  justify  even  an  absolute  prince 
in  bartering  away,  by  a  treaty  of  cession,  the  private  property  of  the 
citizen,  and  then  only  upon  the  condition  of  making  full  compensa- 
tion. Indeed  no  treaty  can  well  be  brought  within  these  rules  but  a 
treaty  of  peace,  for  the  conclusion  of  some  destructive  war^  menacing 
extreme  danger  to  the  State,  and  for  the  termination  of  which  cessions 
of  private  property  had,  in  some  way,  become  necessary.  If  by  the 
common  consent  of  mankind  an  absolute  monarch  cannot  transgress 
these  wholesome  regulations  of  the  eminent  domain  without  the  stig- 
ma of  a  lawless  violator  of  public  faith,  far  less  admissible  would  be 
the  supposition  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  ever 
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have  aimed  at  any  more  unlimited  prerogatiye.  Indeed,  so  little  do  the 
assnmed  privileges  of  this  eminent  domain  accord  with  the  theory  of 
oar  government  and  the  known  and  denned  origin  and  limits  of  its 
powers,  as  to  have  raised  no  inconsiderable  doubt  of  the  expediency  of 
that  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  forbids  the  taking  of  pri- 
vate property  for  public  use  without  just  com]xn8ationy  apprehending 
that  it  was  calculated  to  extend,  by  implication,  rather  than  to  limit 
the  specific  powers  of  the  general  government,  since,  without  the  aid 
of  such  implication,  the  power  to  take  private  property  for  public  use 
upon  any  terms;  might  not  have  been  inferred.  However  that  be,  it  is 
certain  that  the  practice  of  the  government  has  strictly  and  invariably 
conformed  (unless  this  treaty  shall  so  be  interpreted  and  executed  as 
to  establish  a  solitary  exception)  to  that  great  principle  of  universal 
ethics  and  public  law,  so  distinctly  recognized  and  imperatively  en- 
joined by  the  Constitution;  for  upon  all  the  occasions  when  the  pre- 
rogative of  taking  private  property  for  public  use  has  been  exerted,  (and 
it  has  been  exerted  only  in  cases  of  the  highest  necessity,  and  for  the 
public  safety,)  full  compensation  have  invariably  been  made  to  the 
citizen.  Witness  the  numerous  instances  of  the  last  war — a  war  of  in- 
vasion  and  devastation,  in  which  it  became* necessary,  occasionally,  to 
take  military  occupation  of  private  houses,  which  caused  their  destruc- 
tion, to  burn  bridges,  and  otherwise  use  or  destroy  private  property 
for  the  advancement  of  military  operations,  in  every  case  the  proprie- 
tor has  been  compensated  to  the  full  value  of  the  property  lost. 

I  need  not  institute  any  comparisons  between  that  sort  of  necessity 
contemplated  by  jurists  when  they  undertake  to  define  the  rightfal 
limits  of  the  eminent  domain,  and  that  necessity  created  by  the  motives 
of  profit  or  conveniency,  which  operated  in  the  present  instance,  nor 
any  inquiry  into  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
by  mere  dint  of  power,  to  release  a  claim  under  the  circumstances  of 
mine,  namely :  a  debt  due  from  a  foreign  state,  upon  a  contract  not 
made  within  the  jurisdiction,  nor  under  the  legal  sanctions  of  th& 
United  States,  of  which  they  had  no  privity  or  control,  but  what  may- 
have  resulted  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  the  creditor's  bein^  a. 
citizen,  sojourning  and  carrying  on  trade  in  foreign  parts.  All  that 
can  be  required  to  make  out  my  case,  is  this  brief  and  8im])le  stete  of 
it:  My  property,  to  the  value  of  near  half  a  million,  is  taken  to  pay" 
for  the  Floridas.  Then,  upon  any  principle  of  public  law,  or  of  a  con- 
stitutional bill  of  rights,  what  is  there  to  cast  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
over  my  claim  to  be  compensated  and  reimbursed,  that  instant  the 
cession  of  the  Floridas  is  consummated  ? 

The  history  of  the  negotiation,  through  all  the  stages  of  its  progress, 
whereof  any  monuments  are  extant,  inters  the  conclusion  that  the  ac- 
tual intent  and  object  of  the  negotiators  were  entirely  confowable  to 
the  legal  and  moral  obligations  (such  as  I  have  endeavored  to  expound 
them)  of  the  high  contracting  parties.  Upon  the  great  question  of 
adjusting  the  equivalente  for  the  long-desired,  anxiously-expected,  and 
all-important  cession  of  the  Floridas,  it  has  already  been  shown  how 
material  a  term  in  the  calculations  of  the  parties,  and  how  much  dis- 
cussed, was  that  of  exonerating  Spain  from  her  debt  to  me — being  first 
demanded  by  Mr.  Onis,  as  appears  by  his  protocol ;  at  first  refused  by 
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Mr.  AdamSi  ae  appears  by  his  counter-project ;  still  insisted  on  bj  Mr. 
Onis,  at  length  conceded  by  Mr.  Adams,  and,  accordingly,  the  fifth 
renunciation,  framed  purposely  to  embrace  that  specific  object,  was 
admitted  in  the  treaty.  There  is  one  other  circumstance,  however,  of 
itself  conclusive  to  expound  the  genuine  intent  of  the  parties,  at  that 
stage  of  the  transaction.  It  is  this :  In  the  counter-project  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  gross  sum  of  $5,000,000  is  designated  fort  he  aggregate 
satisfaction  of  all  the  claims  proposed  to  be  renounced  by  that  instru- 
ment, which,  be  it  remembered,  did  not  include  mine,  or  any  of  the 
like  description ;  yet,  after  the  fifth  renunciation^  including  my  claim, 
and  enhancing,  by  so  much,  the  price  of  the  cession,  comes  to  be  in- 
serted, nothing  more  is  appropriated  by  the  treaty  for  private  in- 
demnities than  the  same  identical  $5,000,000.  Thus,  the  sum  of 
compensation  remains  precisely  the  same,  whilst  the  sum  of  claims  to 
be  compensated  is  so  materially  increased  by  the  addition  of  this  en- 
tirely new  description  of  claim  to  the  list  of  renunciations.  This  fact 
alone  imperatively  demands  the  hypothesis  of  an  implicit  understand- 
ing between  the  parties,  that  the  satisfaction  of  my  claim  was  to  be 
substantively  provided  for,  apart  from  the  others  renounced  by  the 
treaty.  Otherwise,  we  have  a  paradox  equally  perplexing  to  the 
casuist,  the  arithmetician,  and  the  jurist,  namely :  that  the  price  to 
be  received  by  the  vender  may  be  increased  ad  infinitum^  without  add- 
ing anything  to  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  vendee. 

If  the  report,  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis  to  his  govern- 
ment, corroborated  as  it  is  by  so  many  circumstances,  should  encounter 
no  emphatic  contradiction  from  any  quarter,  which  we  are  bound  to 
consider  as  more  authentic,  it  must  be  taken  as  a  concea&um  that  the 
debt  was  to  be  fully  and  absolutely  assumed  by  the  United  States  ; 
and  so,  the  case  becomes  clear  and  intelligible,  and  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding fair  and  just.  Nothing,  -then,  remains  but  to  clear  it  from 
all  ambiguity  by  distinct  recognitions  in  the  act  of  ratification,  and  in 
the  appropriations  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect. 

But  suppose  it  turn  out  that  no  verbal  or  implicit  arrangement  or 
understandings  supplemental  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  treaty,  can  be 
admitted^  still,  there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  right  of  the  case  ; 
for,  it  is  clear,  the  debt  is  embraced  by  the  sweeping  terms  of  the  fifth 
renunciation,  and  was  intended  to  be  so ;  then  the  United  States  have 
stipulated  absolutely  to  cancel  the  debt  and  exonerate  Spain,  and 
must,  at  all  events,  perform  that  stipulation.  How  is  it  to  be  per- 
formed ?  Why,  there  is  but  one  just  and  rightful  way,  which  is, 
simply,  to  pay  the  debt.  It  signifies  nothing  to  say  the  treaty  desig- 
nates the  mode  and  the  extent  in  which  the  debt  shall  be  compensa- 
ted, and  binds  the  United  States  to  nothing  more.  Because,  I  answer, 
conclusively :  first,  the  act  is  yet  in  fieri,  and  the  precise  question  is 
kow  it  shall  be  consummated  ;  whether  in  conformity  or  in  direct  op- 
position to  principles  consecrated  by  public  law,  by  the  constitution, 
and  by  the  faith  of  nations  ;  and,  secondly,  when  consummated,  it  is 
res  inter  alios  axda ;  it  concludes  the  high  contracting  parties  as  to  all 
that  it  stipulates  for  the  benefit  of  either ;  but,  as  to  any  stipulation 
volunteered  for  or  against  him,  who  was  neither  party  nor  privy,  and 
whose  particular  claim  was  not  necessarily  involved  or  committed  in 
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the  negotiation,  it  concludes  not  him ;  he  is  perfectly  free  to  accept  it 
if  it  be  for  his  ben^t,  or  to  renounce  it  if  it  be  otherwise.  I  maintain 
that  Spain  cannot  be  exonerated ;  the  debt  cannot  be  cancelled  until  it 
is  paid,  either  by  Spain  herself  or  by  some  guarantee  for  her.  Until 
then,  it  subsists,  dejure,  in  as  full  force  after  as  before  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  and,  unless  it  be  distinctly  pronounced  by  the  terms  of 
the  ratification  that  the  United  States  are  to  be  made  the  guarantee, 
I  shall  not  cease  to  urge  Spain  for  payment,  by  all  the  sacred  and  in* 
▼iolable  ties  of  national  faith  and  honor,  and  to  avail  myself  of  all  the 
legal  remedies  that  her  tribunals  are  competent  to  entertain.  Then 
would  not  a  clear  right  result  to  Spain  to  come  upon  the  United  States 
for  indemnity,  under  the  stipulation  which  obliges  them  to  cancel  the 
debt  and  exonerate  Spain  ?  That  stipulation  is  not  made  to  depend 
upon  the  condition  of  my  accepting  this  or  that  equivalent,  but  is  ab- 
solute ;  and  if  the  United  States  cannot  have  the  debt  cancelled,  and 
Spain  exonerated  in  the  way  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  it  is  their 
business  to  devise  an  adequate  mode,  but,  at  all  events,  their  duty  to 
exonerate  Spain.  So  long  as  the  obligation,  legal  o|  moral,  of  Spain 
is  permitted  to  continue  in  force,  though  there  be  no  adequate  remedy 
for  coercing  her  to  payment,  still,  if  one  sciniiUa  juris  be  left  unex- 
tinguished, she  cannot  be  said  to  be  exonerated,  in  any  sense  of  the 
term  ;  her  appeal  to  the  yet  untarnished  faith  of  the  United  States 
could  not  be  resisted.  Thus,  the  United  States,  by  taking  the  difect 
course  of  paying  the  debt  to  me,  do  nothing  more  than  strictly  fulfil 
a  clear  and  unconditional  stipulation  with  Spain.  In  no  other  way 
can  it  be  fulfilled,  and  no  better  can  be  desired.  The  only  alternative 
is  an  arbitrary  invasion  of  private  right,  and  a  very  ambiguous  impli- 
cation of  the  faith  of  treaties. 

I  would  also  submit,  with  great  deference,  that  the  circumstances  of 
this  transaction  have  given  me  a  strong  claim  to  the  equitable  consi- 
deration of  the  government.  In  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  my 
property  has  been  freely  used,  and  every  advantage  has  been  derived 
from  it,  just  as  if  it  had  been  committed  to  the  negotiation  by  the  most 
valid  assignment.  Now,  whether  the  stipulation  to  cancel  the  debt 
and  exonerate  Spain  be  effectual  or  not,  yet,  in  fact,  it  has  supplied  to 
Spain  an  apology,  a  pretext,  and  a  color  of  right  to  deny  or  evade  the 
payment  of  a  debt  otherwise  acknowledged,  under  circumstances  of 
such  persuasion  and  cogent  equity  as  to  have  made  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  it  necessary  and  inevitable.  I  need  not  remark  how  notorious 
it  is,  that  with  sovereigns,  who  are  amenable  only  to  the  ultima  rcUiOy 
an  apology,  a  pretext,  or  a  color  of  right,  is  too  often  equivalent  to  a 
legal  defence,  or  plea  in  bar,  in  disputes  between  private  persons 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  process  of  law.  I  can  truly  say  that,  un- 
der my  present  circumstances,  with  all  my  means  and  resoiv'ces  ab- 
sorbed and  bound  up  in  this  large  debt,  the  delay  is  little  less  than 
the  denial  of  justice. 

In  every  possible  view  that  can  be  taken  of  the  case,  as  regards  the 
question  either  of  strict  right,  or  of  equitable  discretion,  I  humbly  sub- 
mit, whether  it  be  not  obviously  just  and  expedient  for  the  Senate  to 
annex  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  way  of  rider,  a  distinct  re- 
cognition of  my  claim,  so  that  it  may  be  specifically  provided  for, 
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amongst  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect. 
But  if,  for  any  reason,  it  be  decided  that  the  debt  ehall  not  be  so  as* 
earned  by  the  United  States ;  then,  I  think,  there  is  one  act  of  instice 
I  may  boldly  presume  to  ask,  without  fear  of  hesitation  ;  and  that  is, 
to  have  the  fiith  renunciation  distinctly  excited  from  the  ratification, 
and  expunged  from  the  treaty;  or  at  least,  to  have  my  claim  excepted 
from  it  by  name.  I  shall  then  be  left  free  to  prosecute  my  claim, 
where  it  is  unquestionably  due  ;  unembarrassed  with  the  imposing 
renunciation  of  my  country.  I  have  the  most  assured  confidence  that 
Spain,  when  the  moral  sense  and  good  faith  of  the  nation  are  no  lon- 
ger perplexed  by  the  salvo  of  that  renunciation,  cannot  resist. one 
moment  my  instances  for  an  immediate  liquidation  of  the  debt.  In 
all  events,  it  is  my  clear  and  decided  election,  to  abide  the  issue  of 
such  an  appeal  to  the  moral  sense  and  good  faith  of  that  nation,  rather 
than  the  chances  of  that  contingent  and  long-deferred  indemnity ,  pro- 
vided for  the  other  claims,  into  whose  company  mine  has  been  intro- 
duced by  the  treaty  ;  though  introduced  as  casual  acquaintances  mere- 
ly, and  not,  I  hope,  with  any  view  to  force  them  into  a  loathed  and 
unnatural  union. 

For  the  freedom  (and  probably  the  superfluous  elaboration)  with 
which  I  have  thus  claimed  your  attention  to  the  facts  and  principles 
upon  which  my  rights  are  a^sserted,  I  have  no  apology  but  my  deep 
interest  in  the  consequences  of  the  public  act  about  to  become  the  sub- 
ject of  executive  and  legislative  deliberation.  Indeed,  if  an  individual 
interest  were  at  stake  of  far  less  import  than  the  fruits  of  a  life  of 
honest  enterprise,  and  active  exertion  in  the  preservation  of  which 
the  inestimable  blessings  of  personal  independence,  and  the  comfortable 
existence  of  a  large  family  are  involved,  I  should  do,  injustice  equally 
to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  character  of  the  government, 
if  I  thought  it  necessary  to  deprecate  censure  or  offence,  for  a  respect- 
ful and  well-founded  remonstrance  against  the  effect  of  any  public  act, 
consummate  or  intended,  upon  my  private  rights.  The  implicit  con- 
fidence, so  absolutely  due  to  the  government  collectively,  would  be 
most  unjustly  withheld  from  any  department  of  it,  under  your  exclu- 
sive administration.  I  therefore  repose  myself,  with  an  unlimited 
trust  in  the  habitual  equity  of  your  mind,  when  I  defer  to  your  judg- 
ment and  discretion,  that  disposition  of  this  memorial  which  may 
give  me  the  benefit  of  the  facts  and  the  reasons  it  advances,  wherever 
the  authority  resides  to  administer  the  proper  remedy. 

With  the  profoundest  sentiments  of  respect,  I  remain  your  much 
obliged  and  grateful  fellow-citizen. 


To  THE  PrBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


R.  W.  MEADE. 


No.  18. 

Translation  of  Memorial^  June^  1820,  to  the  Cortez. 

B.  Meade,  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America^  presents  on  this 
day  to  the  deliberation  of  the  legislative  Congress  of  the  Spanish  nation 
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a  most  just  solicitude,  on  the  favorable  acceptance  of  which  there  can- 
not exist  the  slightest  donbt  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  called  to  be 
the  restorers  of  government.  Under  circumstances  of  the  most  dis- 
tressing wants  of  Spain,  in  the  period  of  the  French  aggression,  which 
she  so  happily  but  with  so  much  labor  was  able  to  overcome ;  when 
the  penury  of  the  state  inspired  the  greatest  want  of  confidence  in 
natives  as  well  as  foreigners  to  risk  any  disbursements  which  hardly 
possessed  any  other  guarantee  or  security  beyond  that  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  government,  Meade  boldly  exposed  to  risk  all  his  fortune  in  the 
contracts  of  provisions  which  he  furnished  to  the  different  governments, 
in  order  that  the  armies  might  subsist  who  were  defending  the  scanty 
portion  of  the  territory  which  had  remained  free.  The  scandalous 
history  of  these  contracts  has  been  too  well  known  and  has  made  too 
much  noise  to  require,  at  this  present  moment,  that  he  should  detain 
himself  in  making  a  repetition  of  them  ;  and  the  series  of  labors  and 
persecutions  which  the  contractor  commenced  experiencing  from  the 
day  that  his  services  were  no  longer  necessary  would  only  serve  to 
renew  painfully  the  shameful  memory  of  a  violation  of  the  most  sacred 
rights,  which  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  will  be  repeated  if  the  system 
now  re-eslablished  is  continued.  Meade,  therefore,  does  not  wish  to 
lose  time  by  entering  into  further  details  on  this  painful  subject.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  state  that  at  last,  after  innumerable  steps  adopted 
by  him,  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  government  a  liquidation 
of  his  demands,  from  which  it  results  that  the  national  finanees  are 
indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  nine  millions  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  and  seventy-two  rials  of  vellon  and  eleven  maravedis, 
as  more  fully  appears  by  the  document  which,  with  the  approbation 
and  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  has  been  delivered  to  him  as  a  security 
by  the  minister  of  finance,  on  the  2l8t  of  May  of  the  present  year,  of 
which  the  annexed  is  an  authentic  notarial  copy.    • 

It  now  remains  to  make  the  payment  of  this  sum  effective.  Of  the 
justice  and  preference  of  the  debt  it  is  unneccessary  to  treat,  but  only 
to  determine  in  what  manner  the  payment  is  to  be  made,  conciliating 
as  far  as  possible  the  urgency  of  this  obligation  with  the  state  of  the 
resources  of  the  government.  In  consideration  thereof,  Meade  has 
determined  to  propose  to  the  Spanish  Congress  that  if  it  should  adopt 
the  resolution  of  ratifying  the  treaty  of  cession  of  the  territory  of  the 
Floridas  to  the  American  republic,  it  would  keep  in  mind  this  debt, 
in  order  that,  as  being  comprised  in  the  stipulated  indemnities,  the 
payment  of  this  sum  should  enter  as  a  condition  with  that  preference 
which  justice,  the  privileged  nature  of  the  demand  and  its  merit 
require,  for  which  purpose  it  ought  to  be  excluded  from  all  pro  rcUa, 
and  that  the  total  amount  should  be  paid,  with  interest  from  the  date 
of  the  liquidation,  agreeably  to  what  is  contained  in  the  agreement 
and  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  king ;  that  is,  unless  the  payment  is 
actually  made. 

But  in  case  the  ratification  should  not  take  place,  and  this  agree- 
ment should  not  be  made,  it  is  then  indispensably  necessary  that 
Congress  should  issue  a  corresponding  decree,  in  order  that  the  gov- 
ernment may  pay  this  obligation  by  the  national  treasury,  in  such  a 
tinanner  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  made  compatible  with  the 
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urgencies  of  the  present  day,  shonld  not,  at  all  events,  be  prolonged 
beyond  a  fixed  and  short  period,  as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
the  debt,  and  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the  Spanish  nation,  fortu- 
nately placed  under  the  charge  of  its  representatives,  require. 
Cadiz,  June  20, 1820. 


No.  19. 

Dn.  Bicardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America, 
presente  hoy  a  la  deliveracion  del  Coagreso  legislative  de  la  nacion 
Espanola  justisima  solicitad,  sobre  ano  favorable  aoogim^.  no  peude 
tener  la  mas  leve  denonfianora  de  parte  delos  que  estan  llamados  aser 
restablecedores  de  los  gobiernos.  En  las  circunstaucias  de  majora  paro 
para  EspaHa,  cueltiempo  de  la  agresion  Francesa  que  logro  recharor 
tan  felix  como  trabajoscom^*.  quando  la  penuria  delectado  inspirava 
mas  desconfiaroaa  a  los  propios  y  a  los  estranos  para  assiesgarse  a 
desembalros  que  apenas  teniar  otra  garantia  que  la  buena  fe  del 
gobierno  se  atrevio  Meade  a  exponer  a  tanto  viergo  tota  la  fortuna  con 
las  controstas  derivcres  que  proporciono  &  los  diferentes  gobierno  para 
que  pudiere  subsistir  el  exercito  de  defensor  del  escaro  terrene  lob  re  que 
quedaba.  La  escandalosa  historia  de  estas  contratas  ha  side  dessianado 
conscida  y  ruidosa  para  detenorse  atrora  en  hacer  macor  recuerdo,  y  la 
sesie  de  trabajos  y  persecuciones  que  empero  a  sufrir  el  contratista 
desde  del  dia  en  que  no  sela  necesito,  sola  servisia  para  sorrobar 
dolorosam^.  la  memoria  vergorososa  de  una  violacion  de  los  derecho» 
mas  sagrados,  que  no  hoy  que  temer  ya  que  se  repita,  isguiendo  el 
sistema  restablacido.  Meade  por  tanto  no  quiero  parder  el  tiempo, 
hablando  moy  en  esto.  Solo  compete  informar  que  por  ultimo  termino 
de  innumerably  gestiones  de  toda  close,  ha  llegada  a  conseguir  que  se 
liquido  su  credito  por  el  govierno,  resultanda  le  deudora  la  hacienda 
nacional  de  9,823,072  rs.  y  11  ms.,  segun  lo  manifiesta  el  documento 
que  con  aprovacion  y  de  order  de  S.  M.  sele  ha  pasado,  para  resguardo, 

Eor  ministerio  del  exmo.  sr.  secretario  de  estado  y  del  despacho  de 
acienda,  21  de  Mayo  del  presente  ano  de  que  acompafia  copia  testi- 
moniada.  Presta  ahora  hacer  efectibo  elpago  de  esta  cantidad,  de  cuia 
justicia  y  preferencia  no  hoy  que  tratar,  pero  si  de  determinarto,  con- 
ciliando  quanto  sepueda  la  urgencia  de  esta  obligacion  con  el  eetado 
de  los  cervitiios  publicos.  En  consideracion  de  esto,  se  determina 
illade  &  proposier  al  Congreso  Espanol  que  si  llega  k  ratificierse  el  tra- 
tado  de  cesion  del  territorio  de  la  Floridas  a  la  republica  Americana, 
se  tenga  presente  esta  denda  para  que  como  comprendida  en  las  indem- 
nizaciones  estipuladas  entre  por  condicion  el  pago  de  ella  con  la  prefer- 
encia que  exige  de  justicia  la  naturalesa  privilegiada  de  la  demanda,. 
y  su  merito,  por  el  qual  se  le  debe  excluir  de  todo  proratio  sino  pagar- 
fiele  la  totalidad  con  seyinterosas  desde  la  flia  dela  liquidaceon  con 
correglo  alo  acordado  orella  y  sancionado  por  el  rey  hasta  que  se 
verifigue  el  reintegro.  Pero  enclearo  de  no  tener  efecto  aquella  rati- 
ficacion,  y  do  estableurse  esteconvenio,  se  base  precise  que  el  Congreso 
expida  el  decreto  correspond^,  para  que  el  govierno  satisfaya  esta 
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obligacion  por  la  tesoreria  nacional^  de  un  modo  que  si  bien  sea  com- 
patiblo  con  las  urgencia  cu tales,  no  dege  de  ser  dentro  de  nn  termino 
preciso  y  breve,  como  lo  requiere  la  naturalesa  j  circunstancias  de  la 
deuda,  la  justicia  de  la  demanda,  y  la  reputacion  y  decoro  de  la  nacion 
Espaflola,  puestos  afortunadcom^^.  al  casdado  de  sus  representantos. 

Cadiz,  20  de  Junioj  1820. 

Sefior  BiCARDO  Meade. 


No.  20. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Foreign  A  fairs  to  which  has  been  referred  the  petition 
of  Margaret  Meade,  widow  and  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meadsy 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  report : 

This  case  has  been  before  the  committee  at  a  former  session,  at 
which  a  report  was  made  accompanied  by  a  bill  submitting  the  claim 
on  which  it  rests  to  examination  in  the  mode  deemed  appropriate  ;  a 
revisal  of  the  subject  having  led  to  no  change  of  opinion,  the  former 
report  is  again  adopted^  and  a  bill  reported  of  the  same  topor  with 
that  heretofore  offered. 


No.  21. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  which  has  been  referred  the  petition 
of  Margaret  Meade^  widow  and  executrix  of  Richard  Meade^  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration^  and  report : 

This  case  has  been  before  the  committee  at  several  former  sessions. 
In  January,  1828,  a  report  was  made  accompanied  by  a  bill  submitting 
the  claim  for  examination  and  liquidation  to  certain  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment. The  committee  have  given  the  case  a  careful  revisal  at  the 
present  session,  and  have  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  that  it  is  due 
to  justice  that  this  course  should  be  adopted.  They  therefore  offer  the 
former  report  and  bill,  with  an  additional  clause  to  the  latter,  defining 
the  character  of  the  evidence  to  which  the  examination  shall  be  re- 
quired to  conform. 


No.  22. 

In  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  March  24,  1818. 

The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphiay  asking  the  iwterposi' 
tionof  Congress  in  behalf  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  an  American  citizen, 
unjustly  and  wantonly  confined  in  a  dungeon  in  Spain,  by  the  authority 
of  that  government,  have  given  to  the  subject  the  deliberatation  its  tm- 
portance  deserved,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

It  appears  from  the  documents  that  B.  W.  Meade  is  an  American 
citizen,  who  went  to  Spain  in  the  year  1803,  on  lawful  business  ;  that 
in  the  year  1806^  such  was  the  confidence  of  the  government  in  his 
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integrity,  that  he  was  ai|pointed  navy  agent  for  the  United  States  at 
the  port  of  Cadiz  ;  a  station  which  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  con- 
finement. Such  was  the  correctness  of  his  deportment,  as  to  have 
been  appointed  by  the  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Cadiz,  with  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  parties  concerned,  assignee  of  a  bankrupt,  the  amount 
of  whose  estate  involved  a  high  responsibility.  He  performed  the 
duties  thus  devolved  upon  him,  honestly ;  and  having  collected  for 
distribution  fifty  thousand  dollars,  he  several  times  petitioned  the  tri- 
bunal to  permit  him  to  remit  this  sum  to  the  creditors  of  the  bank- 
rupt  resident  in  England  ;  the  only  proper  course  left  him  to  pursue, 
inasmuch  as  he  had,  when  appointed  agent  of  the  bankrupt,  given 
his  bond  to  that  tribunal  conditioned  to  take  charge  of  the  effects  of 
the  bankrupt,  and  to  be  responsible  solely  to  the  tribunal  for  the  pro^ 
ceeds,  being  prohibited  under  the  penalty  of  the  bonds  from  disposing  of 
the  funds  without  the  sanction  of  the  tribunal,  A  controversy  having 
arisen  between  the  creditors  and  bankrupt  about  the  distribution, 
Meade  offered  the  money  to  either,  if  they  would  give  a  bond,  with 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  by  which  his 
own  might  be  cancelled.  This  they  were  unable  to  do.  The  tribunal, 
of  its  o^n  accord,  and  unexpectedly,  decided  that  Meade  should,  on 
the  following  morning,  place  the  money  into  the  King's  treasury^, 
until  the  parties  litigant  should  give  the  security  required  ;  it  being 
declared^  that  all  Meade's  property  should  be  sequestered  in  the  case 
of  non-payment  at  the  time  limited.  The  money  was  forthwith  paid 
by  Meade  into  the  treasury,  in  treasury  notes  equal  to  specie,  and 
hence  acknowledged  by  the  treasurer,  that  the  deposits  had  been  made 
in  due  form  J  under  his  inspection  j  in  effective  specie^  and  that  whenever 
the  tribunal  should  order  its  payment,  his  Mojesty  would  pay  it  in  the 
same  coin. 

Notwithstanding  this  judgment,  and  the  discharge  thereof  by  the 
payment  aforesaid^  McDermot,  the  agent  for  the  British  creditors, 
brought  suit  against  Meade  in  the  same  court,  to  recover  the  very  sum 
he  had  theretotore  paid  in  conformity  to  its  own  judgment.  The  court 
awarded  judgment  against  Meade  a  second  time  for  this  money.     The 
latter  appealed  to  the  superior  tribunal,  called  Alzadas.     During  its 
pendency  it  is  charged  by  Meade,  that  the  cause  was  removed  by  the 
interposition  of  the  British  minister,  to  the  council  of  war,  and  by  the 
same  interposition  his  arrest  and  confinement  were  procured,  from 
which  he  could  be  relieved  only  by  a  repayment  of  the  money.     He 
has  languished  in  confinement  from  the  2d  of  May,  1816,  down  to  the 
last  accounts  from  Spain.     The  representative  of  this  nation  at  that 
court  has  repeatedly  appealed  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  for  the  relief  of 
Meade ;  and  the  appeal  has  been  in  vain  ;  the  court  of  Spain  having 
refused  either  to  restore  the  money  deposited  in  its  own  treasury  by 
order  of  its  own  competent  judicial  authority,  or  to  release  the  person  of 
Meade  from  the  long  confinement  to  which  he  has  been  doomed  ;  and, 
finally,  the  President  of  the  United  States^  whose  peculiar  province  it 
is  to  take  cognizance  of  subjects  of  this  kind,  has  caused  a  represent- 
ation on  the  subject  to  be  made  to  the  minister  of  Spain  to  the  United 
States,  demanding  his  immediate  liberation.  Nothing  but  a  confidence 
that  this  representation  will  produce  the  desired  result,  would  have 
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restrained  your  committee  from  recommending  theadoption  of  measures 
of  severe  retribution. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  due  to  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt,  as  a  fundamental  rule  of  its  policy,  the  prin- 
ciple, that  one  of  its  citizens,  to  whatever  region  of  the  earth  his 
lawful  business  may  carry  him,  and  who  demeans  himself  as  becomes 
his  character,  is  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  government,  and  that 
whatever  intentional  injury  may  be  done  him,  should  be  retaliated  by 
the  employment,  if  necessary,  of  the  whole  force  of  the  nation. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMirTEE,  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
UNITED  STATES,  APPOINTED  ON  THE  12th  FEBRUARY  LAST,  UPON  THE 
SURJECT  OF  THE  CONFINEMENT,  IN  PRISON,  OF  RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

The  Commiiteey  to  whom  was  re/erred  a  resduiion  of  the  12th  February  y 
and  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  re- 
siding in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  relaiin^  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Bichard  W.  Meade^  report : 

That  upon  an  examination  of  the  documents  communicated  to  the 
House  by  the  President,  the  following  facts  appear : 

On  the  2d  day  of  May,  1816,  Richard  W.  Meade,  a  native  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  resided  in  Cadiz  for  some  years  past, 
was  arrested  and  closely  confined,  in  the  castle  of  St.  Catalina  ;  which 
is  described  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Spain 
as  a  felon's  prison.  At  the  time  of  the  arrest,  Mr.  Meade  was  the 
navy  agent  of  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Cadiz,  and  acted  as 
consular  agent,  under  an  authority  derived  from  Mr.  Cathcart,  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  place,  and  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  Mr.  Cathcart  having  appointed  him  to  act  in 
his  stead  during  his  absence  upon  a  visit  he  made  to  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Meade  does  not  appear  to  have  renounced  his  character  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  nor  to  have  accepted  from  any  foreign  power 
any  right  or  privilege,  nor  to  have  contracted  any  obligation,  that 
could  for  a  moment  make  his  citizenship  doubtful,  or  impair  the  claim 
he  has  upon  his  country  for  protection. 

Soon  after  his  confinement  began,  Greorge  W.  Erving^  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  o?  Spain,  interposed  to  obtain  his  lib- 
eration ;  and  from  the  27th  August,  1816,  to  the  9th  May,  1817,  made 
repeated  and  earnest  applications  to  the  public  functionaries  of  Spain, 
claiming  his  release  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  unjustly  deprived 
of  his  liberty.  It  is  chiefly  from  this  correspondence,  accompanying 
the  message  of  the  President,  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
obtain  any  knowledge  of  the  causes  that  led  to  Mr.  Meade's  arrest  and 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  Meade,  it  seems,  had  been  regularly  appointed  assignee,  at 
Cadiz,  of  the  estate  of  James  W.  Glass,  declared  a  bankrupt  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  that  capacity^  after  faithfully  executing  his  duty,  there 
remained  in  his  hands  a  sum  of  about  $52,000,  belonging  to  the  estate, 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  was  the  subject  of  controversy  between 
different  claimants.      There  is  no  complaint  or  suggestion  that  Mr. 
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Meade  improperly  retained  this  money  in  his  hands^  or  was  prevented 
from  paying  it  over  by  any  consideration  but  that  of  a  just  regard  for 
his  own  security^  which  did  not,  under  the  then  existing  circumstances, 
permit  him  to  part  with  the  fiind  ;  and  it  seems  that  he  could  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  pay  the  money  without  the  consent  and  di- 
rection of  the  consulado  of  Cadiz. 

In  this  state  of  things,  on  the  18th  February,  1814,  the  consulado 
of  Cadiz,  a  tribunal  whose  jurisdiction  over  the  matter  does  not  appear 
to  be  questioned,  made  a  summary  order,  requiring  Mr.  Meade,  within 
a  limited  and  very  short  time,  (about  twenty-four  hours,)  to  deposit 
the  above  mentioned  sum  of  money  in  the  treasury  general  of  the 
province.  With  this  order,  Mr.  Meade  complied  on  the  following  day. 
The  fact  of  his  compliance  was  vouched  at  the  time,  by  the  usual  and 
authentic  evidence,  from  the  proper  officer,  and  has  since  been  satis- 
factorily established,  in  the  manner  that  will  hereafter  appear. 

The  consulado,  by  its  own  act  in  taking  the  fund  from  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Meade,  and  causing  it  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  treasury,  would 
seem,  upon  every  just  principle,  to  have  liberated  him  from  further 
accountability.  That  tribunal,  nevertheless,  soon  after  entertained  a 
new  proceeding  against  Mr.  Meade,  at  the  instance  of  a  certain  John 
McDermot,  the  agent  of  Duncan  Hunter,  having  for  its  object  to 
compel  him  to  pay  to  the  consulado  the  same  amount  which  he  had 
been  previously  ordered  to  pay,  and  under  their  order  had  already 
paid  into  the  public  treasury ;  that  is,  in  substance,  to  pay  the  same 
sum  a  second  time.  The  consulado  made  a  decree  against  him  to  that 
effect.  From  this  decree,  Mr.  Meade  appealed  to  the  superior  tribunal 
of  the  province,  called  the  Alzadas,  ''  but  its  interference  was  over- 
ruled by  the  tribunal  of  war,  at  Madrid,  and  this  latter  confirmed  the 
8}ntence  of  the  consulado,  at  Cadiz." 

On  the  4th  August,  1815,  a  royal  decree  was  issued,  suspending  the 
further  proceedings  of  the  consulado  against  Mr.  Meade,  till  funds 
could  be  collected  by  (he  treasury  to  restore  the  deposit  made  by  Mr. 
Meade, 

From  the  date  last  mentioned,  (4th  August,  1815,)  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  proceedings  took  place,  till  the  2d  May,  1816,  when  the  tri- 
bunal of  war  issued  the  order  under  which  Mr.  Meade  was  arrested, 
and  continues  to  be  imprisoned. 

This  order  was  founded  upon  a  suggestion,  made  by  McDermot,  that 
Mr.  Meade  was  about  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  required  him  to  'de- 
liver up  the  aforesaid  deposit,  (meaning  the  money  belonging  to  the 
bankrupt's  estate,)  in  like  manner,  and  in  the  same  specie,  as  he  had 
received  it,  pr  to  give  full,  clear,  and  sufficient  security,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Cadiz  ;  and  in  default  thereof, 
to  be  removed  to  a  public  prison,  to  prevent  all  evasion  of  the  sentence 
against  him."  It  is  understood  that  the  tribunal  would  receive  noth- 
ing as  satisfactory  security  but  a  deposite  of  specie. 

The  proceeding  of  the  tribunal  of  war  is  apparently  so  destitute  of 
all  foundation  in  justice,  and  so  plainly  contradictory  to  the  royal  de- 
cree of  the  4th  August,  1815,  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  examine 
for  a  moment  the  only  suggestion  bearing  the  semblance  of  a  vin* 
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dication  of  it,  that  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  aa« 
ttiorities. 

Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Erving,  of  the  10th  Septem- 
ber, 1816,  alleges,  ^'that  Mr.  Meade  a^^mp^e(2  to  restore  (alluding  to 
the  payment  into  the  treasury)  the  money  demanded  of  him,  in  credits 
of  the  Treasury."  The  precise  import  of  this  allegation  may  be  un- 
derstood to  be,  that  Mr.  Meade  had  made  the  deposit  in  government 
paper,  instead  of  making  it  in  specie. 

That  Mr.  Meade  made  the  deposit  in  what  was  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  was  received  as  such  by  the  officer  authorized  to  receive  it,  is  per- 
fectly clear.  The  intendant  of  the  treasury  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the 
deposit,  made  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  consulado.  In  answer  to 
an  inquiry  soon  after  directed  by  the  consulado,  the  same  officer  re- 
plied, that  the  deposit  had  been  made  in  effective  specie,  and  that  ho 
would  respond  for  the  specie.  The  royal  order,  or  decree,  of  the  4th 
August,  1815,  is  founded  upon  the  admission  of  the  same  fact.  But 
there  is  still  further  evidence,  though  further  evidence  would  seem  to 
be  unnecessary.  In  November,  1816,  the  treasurer  general  of  Spain 
distinctly  put  the  questions  to  the  consulado,  whether  the  deposit  had 
been  made,  whether  it  still  existed^  and  whether  there  was  any  impe- 
diment to  its  return  ?  That  tribunal,  with  equal  distinctness,  replied, 
that  the  deposit  was  made,  pursuant  to  their  order,  ^^  in  treasury  notes 
of  effective  cash^  which  said  Meade  had  to  receive  from  said  depart- 
ment, and  the  deposit  was  thus  made :  the  treasurer  obliging  himself  to 
hold  the  amount  at  the  disposition  of  this  tribunal. "  They  state,  also, 
that  the  deposit  still  exists  at  their  disposition,  and  that  they  cannot 
resolve  to  whom  it  is  to  be  returned.  And  again^  on  the  29th  April, 
1817,  the  treasurer  of  the  revenue,  or  provincial  rents  of  Cadiz,  states 
explicitly  to  the  treasurer  general  of  Spain  that  the  deposit  had  been 
made,  and  had  not  been  returned. 

With  such  an  accumulation  of  evidence,  from  sources  of  unqestion- 
able  authenticity,  and  wholly  uncontradicted,  to  show  that  the  deposit 
had  been  made,  in  what  was  equivalent  to  specie,  and  received  aa 
specie,  and  that  the  treasury  became,  and  acknowledged  itself  to  be^ 
answerable  for  the  amount,  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  a  remark, 
which  the  course  of  the  business  very  naturally  presents,  tending  to 
the  same  result.  If  the  order  made  by  the  consulado  in  the  first  in- 
stance had  not  been  complied  with^  that  tribunal  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  enforce  its  authority,  by  summary  and  direct  compulsion  ; 
in  other  words,  it  would  have  used  the  means  with  which  it  is  invested 
by  law  to  compel  Mr.  Meade  to  do  exactly  what  that  order  required. 
This  would  have  produced  an  immediate  inquiry,  whether  he  had  or 
had  not  complied,  and  would  have  enabled  Mr.  Meade  to  justify  him- 
self. The  resort  to  an  irregular  and  arbitrary  course,  which  avoids 
that  question,  affords  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  that  the  allega- 
tion of  Mr.  Cevallos  was  known  to  be  untenable.  In  fact,  that  aUe- 
gation  has  since  been  wholly  abandoned ;  for,  in  the  three  notes  sub- 
sequently addressed  to  Mr.  Erving,  in  reply  to  his  urgent  remonstrances, 
one  by  Mr.  Cevallos,  and  two  by  his  successor,  Mr.  Pizarro,  it  is  not 
even  alluded  to. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  remarking  the  extraordinary 
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character  of  one  of  the  questions  put  to  the  consulado,  in  November, 
1816,  and  the  still  more  extraordinary  character  of  the  answer.  The 
inquiry  alluded  to,  was  tvhether  there  was  any  impediment  to  its  (the 
dqpaait)  being  returned.  The  answer  is,  that  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  suit  still  pending,  this  tribunal  cannot  resolve  to  whom  the  sum 
60  deposited  is  to  be  returned.  Why  Mr.  Meade  should  be  imprisoned, 
pending  that  suit  which  was  to  determine  to  whom  the  money  in  the 
treasury  was  to  be  paid,  is  a  question  that  seems  to  admit  of  no  answer 
that  is  reconcilable  with  common  justice,  more  especially  as  the  same 
document  implies  that  the  treasury  was  to  pay  the  money  as  soon  as 
the  suit  should  be  decided,  and,  of  course,  the  object  of  the  suit  was 
not  to  coerce  Mr.  Meade  to  pay,  but  simply  to  determine  who  was  to 
have  the  money  from  the  treasury. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  this  matter  which  the  committee  think 
it  proper  to  submit,  and  which  they  deem,  of  itself,  decisive  to  estab- 
iisn  the  flagrant  injustice  of  Mr.  Meade's  imprisonment.  If  the  de- 
posit was  made  in  paper,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  paper  was  the 
evidence  of  a  debt,  due  from  the  treasury  to  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  receipt 
of  it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  a  payment  of  what  was  justly 
due  to  him.  In  fact,  it  was  the  same  thing  as  if  the  treasury  had 
paid  him  the  money,  and  he  had  immediately  after  repaid  the  same 
money  to  the  treasury.  The  treasury,  therefore,  had  no  just  cause  of 
complaint.  It  is  equally  evident,  that  the  individual  interested  in 
the  deposit,  (Mr.  McDermot,  or  his  constituent,)  had  no  reason  to  com  I 
plain.  Whether  the  deposite  was  made  in  specie,  or  what  was  equiva- 
lent to  specie,  or  how  it  was  made,  could  not  be  material  to  him,  pro- 
vided it  was  so  made  as  to  give  him  a  right  to  call  upon  the  treasury  ; 
that  is,  to  make  him  a  creditor  of  the  treasury  for  the  amount,  in  case 
of  an  eventual  decision  in  his  favor.  That  this  was  the  effect  of  the 
deposit  made  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  received  by  the  treasurer,  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  disputed.  The  treasurer  cancelled  the  securities  deposited, 
and  engaged  to  respond  for  the  amount  in  specie. 

If  the  treasury  of  Spain  had  been  ready  and  willing  to  fulfil  this 
engagement,  Mr.  Meade's  imprisonment  could  not  have  continued  for 
a  single  moment ;  and  it  is  therefore  evident  that  he  is  kept  in  con- 
finement, simply  because  it  is  not  convenient  for  the  treasury  to  pay 
the  money.  And  your  committee  are  well  assured  that  the  government 
of  Spain,  aware  that,  let  the  decision  be  what  it  might,  the  royal 
treasury  would  be  called  on  to  pay  the  money  in  dispute,  has,  by  a 
secret  exertion  of  the  authority  it  possesses  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  tribunals,  commanded  ''the  business  to  be  prolonged  as  much  as 
possible." 

In  every  point  of  view,  then,  in  which  the  case  can  be  considered, 
your  committee  can  discover  no  justification  for  the  imprisonment  and 
sufferings  of  Mr.  Meade.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  violated  any 
civil  or  social  duty  which  he  owed  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  and  for 
which,  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice,  he  might  rightly  be 
imprisoned.  They  are  satisfied,  too,  that  the  continuance  of  his  im- 
prisonment is  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  government  of  Spain, 
and  that  his  liberation  may  at  any  time  be  effected  by  that  govern- 
ment. 
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Yoar  committee  hope  and  believe,  that  the  demand  made  by  the 
President  will  not  be  unavailing,  bat  they  think  it  proper  at  the 
same  time,  on  tbe  part  of  this  House,  to  give  assurance  of  support, 
in  the  measures  that  may  become  necessary^  in  case  this  expectation 
should  be  disappointed.  They  therefore  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Besolved,  That  the  House  is  satisfied  that  the  imprisonment  of 
Bichard  W.  Meade  is  an  act  of  cruel  and  unjustifiable  oppression  ; 
that  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  afford  to  Mr.  Meade  its  aid  and  protection  ;  and  that  this  House 
will  support  and  maintain  such  measures  as  the  President  may  here- 
after adopt  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  said  K.  W.  Meade  from  con- 
finement, should  such  measures  be  proper  and  necessary. 


No.  23. 

HOUSE  OF  REPS.— 19th  CONG.,  1st  SESS.,  REP.  174. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  was 
refered  the  petition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  made  the  following 
report : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair^iy  on  petition  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 

referred  to  them  by  the  Houeey  report : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  claimant  to  a  portion  of  the  five-million 
fund,  provided  by  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  between  the 
L'nited  States  and  Spain.  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  carry 
into  effect  the  11th  article  of  that  treaty,  rejected  his  claim  on  the  last 
day  of  their  session. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  dicision  of  the  commissioners, 
forming  a  tribunal  of  limited  and  specified  jurisdiction  under  a  treaty, 
ought  to  be  considered  conclusive,  and  would  recommend  that  the 
whole  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Spain,  prior 
to  1819,  should  be  deemed  settled  ;  but  the  petition  alleges  that  his 
claim  has  not  been,  and  could  not  be,  fairly  examined  by  the  commis- 
sioners, for  the  want  of  sundry  papers  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Spanish 
government,  which  they  were  bound  to  furnish ;  which  were,  at  his 
instance,  duly  demanded,  were  not  furnished  prior  to  the  day  fixed  by 
the  treaty  for  the  termination  of  the  commission,  and  the  final  decision 
on  all  claims  presented  to  it ;  indeed,  not  yet  furnished  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  The  evidence  laid  before  the  committee  shows,  that 
the  commissioners  deemed  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  embraced 
by  the  treaty ;  that  at  his  instance  a  demand  was  made  on  Spain  for 
tbe  evidences  deemed  by  them  necessary  to  a  fair  examination  of  it ; 
that  this  demand  was  not  made  on  Spain,  owing  to  unforeseen  occur- 
rences, until  a  short  time  previous  to  the  termination  of  the  commis- 
sion, although  the  application  for  them  by  Meade  had  been  made 
fourteen  months  prior  to  that  time. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  believe  that  provisioti 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  petitioner  ;  that  he  should  not  suner  by  the 
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delay  to  furnish  evidence  in  the  hands  of  Spain  that  we  have  de- 
manded, and  they  were  bound  to  furnish.  They  therefore  report  a  bill 
to  ^ive  him  the  means  of  establishing  his  claim  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  board  of  commissioners  still  existed. 

It  is  known  to  the  committee  that  there  are  several  others  claimants 
in  the  same  situation  as  the  petitioner;  they  present  a  bill  embracing 
aU  cases  of  a  similar  kind.  They  deem  it,  however,  proper  to  stat^ 
to  the  House,  that,  as  the  five-million  fund,  provided  by  the  treaty, 
has  been  distributed  among  the  claimants  whose  claims  were  allowed 
by  the  commissioners,  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  paid  will  be 
in  addition  to  that  sum.  In  all  cases  where  the  delay  to  furnish 
evidence  can  be  attributed  to  Spain,  there  has  been  a  violation  on 
her  part  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty^  for  which  she  is,  and  should 
be  held^  answerable  to  the  United  States.  The  committee  think  that 
this  question  of  liability,  and  its  extent,  should  not  be  further  touched 
until  the  facts  are  clearly  ascertained,  ivnd  the  money  paid  by  the  United 
States. 


REP.  No.  183.— 23d  CONG.,  lar  SESS.,  HOUSE  OF  REPS. 

Januakt  14|  1834. — Read  twice  ,and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 

to-morrow. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  the 
^  following  bill : 

A  BILL  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased. 

Be  it  enactedby  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembUdy  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  direct  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  and  any  two  Auditors  of  the  Treasury, 
to  be  designated  by  the  President,  to  examine  and  liquidate  the  claim 
of  the  late  Bichard  W.  Meade,  under  the  ninth  and  eleventh  articles 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-second  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  claim  was  rejected  by 
the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh 
iirticle  of  the  said  treaty. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Attorney  General 
and  Auditors  shall  proceed  upon  the  principles  of  examination  and 
liquidation  pursued  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid ;  and  that,  of  the  amount  of 
the  said  claim  which  they  shall  adjudge  to  be  valid,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  same 

Sroportionate  part  which  was  paid  of  the  claims  allowed  by  the  said 
card  of  commissioners. 
Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  the  original  vouch 
ers  and  documents  in  support  of  the  said  claim  shall,  within  a  reason- 
able period,  fail  to  be  delivered  by  the  government  of  Spain,  on  de- 
mana  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  stip- 
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ttlations  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Auditors 
to  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  proceed  to  examine  and 
liquidate  the  claim  aforesaid,  according  to  certified  copies  of  the  afore- 
said vouchers,  or  such  other  satisfactory  evidence  as  may  be  furnished 
in  support  of  the  claim  :  and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  furnish  to  the  commission  herein  constituted,  any  docu- 
ments, papers,  or  vouchers,  which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Department 
of  State,  touching  the  claim  of  the  said  Richard  M.  Meade,  and  which 
he  may  be  required  to  furnish  by  the  said  commission,  or  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  said  Meade  or  their  agent. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  two  Auditors  to  be  appointed 
under  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
severally,  in  fall  compensation  for  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  them 
by  them  in  obedience  to  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


No.  24. 

In  the  House  of  BEPRESsirrATiVEs^  January  8,  1828. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Uie  CommUtee  on  Foreign  Affairs^  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
of  JRichard  W.  Meade  and  the  memorials  in  his  behalf  of  numerotis 
citizensj  have  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
to  report: 

That  the  petitioner,  Richard  W.  Meade,  had  claims  upon  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  principally  for  contracts,  ior  losses  upon  exchange, 
for  depreciation  of  Spanish  government  paper,  for  damages,  and  for 
interest,  a  general  statement  of  which  had  been  presented  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  to  the  American  minister  in  Spain 
prior  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  February  22, 1819.  By  the  pro- 
visions of  that  treaty  the  United  States  renounced  all  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  government,  ^^  statements  of 
which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  had  been  presented  to  the  Department  of  State^  or  to  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the  convention  of 
1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  the  treaty."  The  claims  thus  re- 
nounced, as  against  Spain,  were  assumed  by  the  United  States  ;  it  was 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  that  the  United  States  should  appropriate  five 
milions  of  dollars  for  their  payment ;  and  provision  was  made  in  the 
treaty  for  the  creation  of  a  board  of  commissioners  '^  to  ascertain  the 
full  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims"  assumed  by  the  United  States 
and  renounced  as  against  Spain ;  which  board  was  to  meet  at  Wash- 
ington, and,  within  three  years,  was  ^^  to  decide  upon  the  amount 
and  validity  of  all  the  claims"  included  in  the  renunciations  of  the 
treaty. 
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A  statement  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  having  been  presented  to 
the  Department  of  State  and  to  the  American  minister  in  Spain ,  soli- 
citing the  interference  of  the  American  government^.his  claims  were 
thereby  included  among  those  for  which  provision  was  made  bj  the 
Florida  treaty.     (See  papers  marked  C,  annexed.) 

Subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  but  before  its  ratification, 
Mr.  Meade  procured  an  examination,  settlement,  and  liquidation  of  his 
claim  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  an  order  for  its  payment  from 
the  royal  treasury.     (See  papers  marked  D,  annexed.) 

The  board  of  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty  was  organized 
in  June,  1821,  and  to  this  board,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1822,  Mr. 
Meade  addressed  his  memorial,  (See  doc.  E,  annexed,)  submitting  the 
following  questions  to  the  decision  of  the  board : 

1.  "  Whether  his  claims  be  not  clearly  comprehended  in  the  list  of 
renunciations  declared,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  ? 

2.  **  Whether,  being  so  comprehended,  your  memorialist  be  not 
clearly  entitled  to  a  substantive  and  full  satisfaction  of  his  claim, 
whatever  may  be  the  pro  rata  allowance  to  the  general  mass  of  the 
claimants,  out  of  the  specific  fund  provided  by  the  said  treaty?'' 

The  commissioners  at  first  entertained  the  opinion  that  claims  for 
contracts  were  not  embraced  in  the  renunciations  of  the  treaty.  But 
regarding  the  possibility  that  their  construction  of  it  to  this  effect 
might  be  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  parties  negotiating  it,  they  ad- 
dressed a  letter,  dated  March  5,  1822,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (see 
document  F,  annexed,)  requesting  (in  substance)  information  from  the 
Executive  on  that  head.  By  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
9th  of  the  same  months  (see  document  Q-,  annexed,)  the  commission- 
ers were  informed,  by  direction  of  the  President,  that  claims  for  con- 
tracts with  the  Spanish  government  were  not  intended  to  be  excluded 
from  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  but  wel*e  to  be  examined  and  liqui- 
dated, in  common  with  all  other  claims  falling  within  the  terms  of  the 
renunciations. 

Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  covered  by  the  principles  set  forth  in  this 
statement.  In  consequence,  on  the  27th  of  June,  1822,  the  commis- 
sioners received  his  memorial,  as  one  reciting  a  claim,  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  included  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty ;  but  they 
refused  to  accept  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation  as  evidence  of 
the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Lleade  having  inferred  from  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  commissioners  that  such  might  probably  be  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners,  had  already  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  the  Span- 
ish minister,  dated  April  4,  1822,  (see  doc.  H,  annexed,)  acquainting 
him  with  that  fact,  and  invoking  his  aid  to  procure  the  original  vouch- 
ers of  his  claim  from  the  offices  in  Spain,  where  they  were  deposited. 
To  this  letter  no  reply  was  given  by  the  Spanish  minister,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  required  to  write  hence  to  his  government  for  in- 
structions. On  the  10th  of  October  following  Mr.  Meade  renewed  his 
instances  to  the  same  effect,  in  another  letter  to  the  Spanish  minister. 
By  a  reply  of  Mr.  Anduaga,  (see  doc.  I,  annexed,)  of  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  that  minister  made  known  to  Mr.  Meade  that  his  govern- 
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ment  would  consider  the  rejection  of  the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquida- 
tion as  a  ''  serious  insult/'  and  intimatea  that  his  Catholic  Majesty 
knew  ^^  too  well  what  is  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputation  of 
his  xniuisters^  and  to  the  integrity  of  his  tribunals/'  to  furnish  the 
original  vouchers  used  by  any  foreign  board. 

It  may  here  be  observed  that^  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the  board 
of  American  commissioners  were  to  decide  ail  questions  relative  to 
the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims ;  and  Spain  was  bound  to  fur- 
nish all  the  documents  and  elucidations  necessary  to  their  investi- 
gation. 

Having  received  this  letter  from  the  Spanish  Minister,  Mr.  Meade 
addressed  another  memorial  to  the  board,  (see  doc.  K,  annexed,)  of 
what  date  does  not  appear,  urging  a  reconsideration  of  their  decision ; 
but,  if  that  could  not  be  had,  soliciting  the  commissioners,  in  virtue 
of  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  make  an  official  demand  on  the 
Spanish  government  of  the  original  vouchers  in  the  case. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1823,  an  opinion  was  publicly  read  by  the 
Hon.  H.  L.  White,  (one  of  the  board,)  confirming  the  rejection  of  the 
certificate  of  liquidation,  and  consenting  to  the  demand  of  the  papers 
from  Spain.  (See  doc.  L,  annexed.)  On  the  18th  of  April,  accord- 
ingly, the  commissioners  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  list, 
furnished  by  Mr.  Meade,  of  the  requisite  documents,  in  order  that  a 
demand  might  be  officially  made  for  them  on  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment.    (See  doc.  M,  annexed.) 

About  the  same  time,  (viz.,  April  15,  1823,)  Mr.  de  Bivas  y  Sal- 
mon, the  successor  of  Mr.  Anduaga,  presented  a  vigorous  remon- 
strance and  formal  protest  to  the  Sscretary  of  State,  confirming  Mr. 
Anduaga's  letter  of  16th  of  October  preceding,  and  stating  that  the 
rejection  of  the  certificate  of  liquidation  was  a  slight  upon  the  most 
respectable  authorities,  and  upon  the  King  of  Spain  himself.  (See 
document  N,  annexed.) 

The  documents  required  by  Mr.  Meade  were  demanded  by  the  Ame- 
rican government,  through  Mr.  Nelson,  the  American  minister,  thex^ 
about  to  sail  for  Spain.  Mr.  Nelson,  on  arriving  at  Cadiz,  found  it 
blockaded  by  a  French  squadron,  and  was  unable  to  enter  it.  After 
the  surrender  of  Cadiz,  he  returned  to  that  port,  and  thence  proceed- 
ed to  Madrid,  arriving  there  a  few  months  only  before  the  commis- 
sioners at  Washington  closed  their  sessions.  Mr.  Nelson  addressed 
himself  to  the  Spanish  government  for  the  documents  required,  and 
the  Spanish  government  professed  its  perfect  willingness  to  furnish 
them.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  great  quantity  of  the  docu- 
ments and  of  the  confusion  into  which  the  public  offices  had  been 
thrown  by  the  removal  of  the  government  to  Seville  and  Cadiz,  Mr. 
Nelson  was  given  to  understand  that  some  delay  would  attend  their 
being  furnished.  A  few  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  American 
commission  under  the  Florida  treaty,  intelligence  to  the  foregoing 
eJSect  was  received  from  Spain,  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  1824,  (ten 
days  before  the  close  of  the  commission,)  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  re- 
jected for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  establish  its  validity.  (See 
doc.  0,  annexed.) 

Such  is  a  condensed  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case^  down  to  the  pe- 
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riod  of  the  close  of  the  oommission  under  the  Florida  ttMiy^  It  is 
-admitted  that  Mr.  Meade  bad  a  large  amoant  of  claims  against  Spain 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  signed.  That  these  claims  were,  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  other  American  citizens,  intended,  by  the  parties 
to  the  treaty,  to  be  included  within  its  provisions,  is  the  avowed  un- 
*derstanding  of  the  American  Execntive  who  negotiated  it.  That 
Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  received  for  examination  and  liquidation, 
appears  on  the  record  of  the  commission  ;  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
ground  to  doubt,  that,  if  the  original  vouchers  had  been  furnished  by 
Dpain,  the  claims  would,  in  part  at  least,  have  been  allowed ;  and 
that  their  total  rejection  was  owing  to  the  failure  of  Spain  to  furnish 
these  papers. 

The  important  question  then  arises,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  Spain  assumed,  by  the  treaty,  to  furnish  the  papers  de- 
manded, and  by  whose  fault  did  the  failure  to  produce  those  demand- 
ed in  this  case,  take  place? 

The  obligation  of  Spain  was  unlimited.  The  board  of  commis- 
sioners were  created  the  sole  tribunal  to  receive,  examine,  and  decide 
upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  included  within  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty.  They  were  further  authorized  ^'to  hear  and 
examine,  on  oath,  every  question  relative  to  the  said  claims,  and  to 
receive  all  suitable  authentic  testimony  concerning  the  same;"  and 
it  was  stipulated,  that  ''the  Spanish  government  should  furnish  all 
such  documents  and  elucidations,  as  may  be  in  their  possession,  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims,  according  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between 
the  two  parties  of  October  27,  1795 ;  the  said  documents  to  be  spe- 
cified when  demanded  at  the  iDstaDce  of  the  said  commissioners." 

It  is  evident  that  the  American  board  of  commissioners  were  here- 
by constituted  the  sole  judges  of  the  evidence  necessary  to  establish 
the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims  ;  and  consequently  the  sole 
judges  of  the  documents  and  elucidations  necessary  to  support  them. 
Nor  is  there  any  limitation  on  the  obligation  of  Spain  to  furnish  these 
documents  and  elucidations.  She  was  bound  to  furnish  all  in  her  pos- 
session necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  claims.  The  particular 
mode  in  which  they  were  to  be  demanded  is  not  distinctly  pointed 
out  in  the  treaty.  That  instrument  provides  that  they  were  to  '^  be 
specified,  when  demanded  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners;  "  but 
it  is  not  stated  that  they  could  be  demanded  in  no  other  way. 

Mr.  Meade,  in  April,  1822,  and  immediately  after  being  apprized 
that  the  certificate  of  liquidation  would  probably  not  be  aamitted  in 
evidence,  applied  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  this  country,  requesting 
his  good  offices  in  procuring  the  original  vouchers.  The  bpanish 
minister  i^pears  to  have  communicated  to  his  government  the  ap- 
plication of  Mr.  Meade,  and,  in  October,  1822,  returned  an  answer, 
that  his  government  considered  the  rejection  of  the  certificate  of 
settlement,  as  *'  a  serious  insult,"  and  would  not  allow  th^  decision 
of  its  tribunals  to  be  reversed  by  ''  a  foreign  commission."  No  in- 
timation is  dropped  that  the  mode  in  which  the  papers  were  demand- 
ed, was  informal  or  insufficient.  Here,  then,  was  a  refusal  of^  the 
Spanish  government  to  furnish  papers  demanded  through  her  minis- 
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ter,  not  on  the  ground  that  the  demand  was  informal,  but  that  it  was 
an  insult  on  Spain  for  the  American  board  to  express  an  opinion 
that  these  vouchers  were  requisite.  This  demand  must  have  reached 
Spain  nearly  two  years  before  the  close  of  the  commission,  and  before 
the  cause  existed,  which  afterwards  made  it  difSoult  promptly  to  com- 
ply with  the  demand  of  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Meade,  having  thus  failed  to  procure  his  vouchers  by  his  own 
appplication,  applied  through  the  medium  of  the  commissioners  and 
executive.  This  application  was  made  by  Mr.  Meade  nearly  fourteen 
months  before  the  termination  of  the  commission,  but,  owing  to  the 
casualties  above  related,  was  presented  at  a  considerably  later  period 
to  the  Spanish  government,  at  a  period,  however,  when,  had  it  been 
instantly  complied  with,  it  would  have  been  possible  to  submit  the 
vouchers  to  the  board  in  season  to  be  examined  before  the  close  of 
their  labors. 

Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  will  follow  that  the 
responsibility  of  failing  to  furnish  the  papers  ultimately  rests  with 
Spain,  and  that  good  faith  must  eventually  require  her  to  meet  the 
consequences  of  this  failure.  But  the  obligation  of  Spain  to  furnish 
the  vouchers  arises  from  a  treaty  stipulation  between  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment and  that  of  the  United  States;  stipulations  which  Mr.  Meade, 
individually,  has  no  right  nor  means  to  enforce  against  Spain;  and 
the  United  States,  by  renouncing  the  claims  of  its  citizens  against 
Spain,  contracted  an  obligation  towards  them  of  securing  to  them  the 
enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  the  treaty. «  By  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  Mr.  Meade  was  entitled  to  the  use  of  his  original  papers ;  and 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  procure  them  for  him  from  Spain. 
Mr.  Meade,  therefore,  is  entitled^  in  equity,  to  be  placed  by  the  United' 
States  on  the  same  footing  as  he  would  have  stood  upon  had  his  de* 
mand  for  the  papers  been  promptly  complied  with. 

The  committee  know  no  way  m  which  this  can  be  effected  but  b;  con- 
stituting a  board  as  nearly  resembling  that  under  the  Florida  treaty  as 
possible,  authorized  to  examine  and  liquidate  his  claim  by  the  princi- 
ples pursued  by  that  board,  and  to  award  him  the  proportionate 
amount  awarded  to  other  claimants  ;  and  to  this  effect  they  have  re- 
ported a  bill. 

Mr.  Meade,  in  his  memorial,  expresses  the  wish  that  his  claims 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
a  desire  that  such  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress  is  intimated  in  the 
memorials  subscribed  by  very  numerous  persons  on  his  behalf^  and 
presented  with  his  petition.  To  this  course  the  committee  feel  strong 
objections.  They  do  not  perceive  the  convenience  of  such  a  reference 
in  the  nature  of  that  tribunal,  the  constitution  of  which  indioates  no 
peculiar  aptness  for  the  examination  of  involved  and  complicated 
accounts.  Such  a  reference  of  matters  requiring  legislative  provision 
to  a  court  of  jurisprudence,  it  is  believed,  will  hd^  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  a  novel  experiment  of  doubtful  expediency. 
It  is  a  still  more  serious  objection,  that  it  would  be  submitting  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade  to  a  tribunal  totally  different  from  that  to  which  the 
interests  of  all  other  claimants  und«r  the  Florida  treaty  were  referred. 

Justice  requires  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim  should  be  placed,  as  near!/ 
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as  posaible,  on  the  same  footing  with  theirs ;  and  this  object  will  be 
attained  by  the  proyisions  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  should  it  appear  that  the  failure 
of  Spain  to  furnish  the  papers  has  brought  upon  the  United  States  the 
burden  of  liquidating  and  discharging  Mr.  Meade's  claim,  the  American 
government  will  have  its  recourse  to  that  of  Spain,  and  be  entitled,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  to  full  indemnity. 


A, 

To  the  Jumaralle  (he  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentcUivea  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  respectfully  showeth:  That  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  the  claim  of  your  memorialist  received  for  a 
time  the  notice  of  your  honorable  bodies.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives discussed  the  same  at  large,  and  adopted,  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority of  votes,  a  resolution  providing  a  mode  for  its  adjustment  and 
liquidation.  The  Senate,  however,  rejected  this  resolution,  owing 
solely,  as  your  memorialist  understands,  to  its  introduction  at  too  late 
a  period,  when  subjects  of  more  general  concern  required  an  exclusive 
attention. 

Your  memorialist  humbly  requests  that  renewed  consideration  may 
be  given  to  his  appeal  to  the  justice  of  his  country,  and  that  such 
measures  in  that  behalf  may  be  pursued  as  the  wisdom  of  your  honor- 
able bodies  shall  suggest. 

Impressed  with  a  conviction  that  he  has  never  asked  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  anything  which  the  immutable  principles 
of  right  did  not  entitle  him  to  receive,  your  memorialist  will  shrink, 
in  the  establishment  of  his  demand,  from  no  ordeal  by  which  it  may 
be  deemed  expedient  and  proper  to  test  its  character  and  merits.  He 
has  made  every  effort  in  his  power  to  impart  a  full  and  clear  compre- 
hension of  its  origin  and  of  its  evidence.  But  he  is  sensible  that  in 
its  progress  a  repulsive  mass  of  documents  has,  of  necessity,  been 
accummated,  and  that  important  questions  of  jurisprudence  have 
been  brought  into  debate,  both  of  which  a  numerous  Congress, 
anxiously  superintending  the  vast  interests  of  his  country,  may  be 
unwilling  or  too  much  occupied  to  touch. 

Confident,  then,  in  the  justice  of  his  cause,  and  solicitous  to  avoid 
drawing  toward  his  private  affairs  much  of  the  attention  which  your 
honorable  bodies  would  otherwise  give  to  the  public  weal,  your  memo- 
rialist respectfully  entreats  that  he  may,  in  due  form,  be  authorized 
to  prove  the  claim  against  the  United  States  in  the  Supreme  Court^ 
subject  to  all  the  known  rules  respecting  evidence,  and  bound  to  estab- 
lish every  principle  of  law  necessary  to  his  success. 

In  making  this  petition  your  memorialist  trusts  he  will  not  be  con- 
strued as  wanting  in  deference  to  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  Congress ; 
he  will  cherfuUy  acquiesce  in  any  other  disposition  of  the  case  which 


BICHABD  W.   MEADE.  325 

to  them  may  seem  better.    HU  chief  object  being  volantarily  to  ex- 
prefls  a  consent  that  what  he  asserts  and  believes  to  be  his  right,  shall 
undergo  the  strictest  judicial  trial. 
Ana  yonr  memorialist  will  ever,  &c. , 


Decembbb  3, 1827. 


R.  W.  MEADE. 


B. 


B.  Memorial  subscribed  by  a  very  large  number  of  citizens  in  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Meade's  application. 

Note.  Several  copies  of  this  memorial,  each  containing  a  large 
number  of  signatures,  were  presented  to  the  House. 

Memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  showeth : 

That,  apprised  by  the  published  proceedings  of  your  honorable 
bodies  that  the  attention  of  the  national  legislature  had,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, been  given  to  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  to  be.  repaid  a 
sum  of  money,  which  by  the  operation  of  the  Florida  treaty,  was 
withheld  from  him  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States ;  they 
beg,  with  great  deference,  to  be  permitted  briefly  to  convey  the  im- 
pressions entertained  by  them  upon  that  interesting  subject,  to  uphold 
by  their  unit^.d  testimony  a  worthy  fellow  citizen,  and  to  offer  their 
petition,  that  a  mode  of  treating  his  application  may  be  adopted, 
equally  compatible  as  they  think  with  the  prudence  and  honor  of  the 
nation. 

The  claimant  is  the  son  of  George  Meade,  and  both  were  natives  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  father  during  his  life  was  distinguish- 
ed among  us  as  a  merchant  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  a  citizen  of 
irreproachable  character.  The  son,  although  for  a  long  time  absent, 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  employed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  never  ceased  to  possess  our  esteem ;  and  now,  after  his  re- 
turn home  with  a  numerous  family,  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
whole  American  people  took  a  lively  interest,  and  after  his  continued 
residence  here  for  several  years,  we  frankly  own  that  we  feel  a  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  personal  prosperity  and  welfare  of  one,  who,  in 
every  public  and  private  relation,  has  maintained  his  title  to  our  con- 
fidence and  respect.  In  this  avowal,  we  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodies  will  perceive  an  adequate  and  laudable  motive  for  the  present 
intrusion  upon  your  notice. 

The  appeal  made  by  Bichard  W.  Meade,  is  to  the  justice  not  to  the 
generosity  of  the  American  nation,  and  is  founded  upon  the  following 
clear  case : 

He  was  the  creditor  of  the  Spanish  government  on  various  accounts, 
but  principally  for  supplies  furnished  to  aid  patriots  in  establishing 
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and  defending  a  system  of  constitutional  freedom ;  and  after  a  seriea 
of  delays  and  disappointments,  arising  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
political  ascendency  in  the  peninsula,  he  held  in  his  possession,  in 
Afay  1820,  the  most  solemn  written  settlement  and  recognition  of  the- 
debt  known  to  the  jurisprudence  of  that  monarchy.  From  the  bind- 
ing operation  of  this  engagement,  the  United  States  by  the  fifth  clause 
of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  called  the  Florida  treaty,  ratified  in 
Senate  in  February,  1821,  explicitly  and  unequivocally  exonerated 
Spain  ;  appropriating  in  so  doing,  that  amount  of  Mr.  Meade's  pri- 
Tate  estate  as  part  of  the  price  given  for  the  Floridas ;  and  assuming, 
conformably  to  an  express  provision  of  our  Constitution,  as  well  as  to 
the  immutable  principles  of  upright  dealing  fully  to  compensate  the 
individual,  whose  property  had  thus  been  taken,  without  his  consent, 
for  public  uses.  Spain  has  ever  since  declared  herself  no  longer  lia- 
ble ;  and  refers  Mr.  Meade  to  the  good  faith  of  his  own  country,  aa 
the  part^  who  by  compact  released  her,  and  thereby  undertook  to 
satisfy  him. 

With  no  disposition  to  embarrass  our  government,  or  to  become 
burdensome  to  its  treasury,  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  assertion  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  Mr.  Meade  sought  to  ob- 
tain reimbursement  from  the  fund  of  five  millions  set  apart  by  the 
Florida  treaty  to  be  distributed  among  the  enumerated  classes  of 
American  claimants  on  Spain.  The  commissioners  to  whom  that  dis- 
tribution was  confided  formally  and  officially  recognized  the  validity 
of  his  demand ;  its  conclusivenescT,  as  respects  the  original  debtor, 
Spain  ;  its  being  embraced  {intentionally ^  according  to  the  language 
ot  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,)  within  the  renunciations  of 
the  treaty ;  and  the  prompt  and  unceasing  exertions  of  Mr.  Meade 
to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  and  tribunals  every  species  of 
explanatory  evidence  which  the  most  astute  judges  could  exact.  But, 
after  postponing  their  decision  until  within  a  week  of  the  period  when 
their  board  was  dissolved,  they  rejected  the  claim  altogether,  owing, 
avowedly  to  the  failure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (on 
whom  the  duty  had  devolved  by  the  treaty,  and  who  had  through  their 
minister  plenipotentiary,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  attempted  to  perform  it,) 
to  procure  from  Spain  the  documents  and  papers  proved  to  be  in  her 
archives,  and,  as  we  thought  necessary  to  develop  and  establish  the 
items  of  the  aggregate  stated  in  the  solemn  statement  and  recognition 
already  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Meade  has  thus  been  deprived  of  his  recourse  to  Spain ;  the 
United  States  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantage  of  using  his  moneys,  in 
the  purchase  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory  ;  he  has  been  de- 
niea  any  portion  of  the  five-million  fund,  and  yet  that  he  ever,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  waived,  abandoned,  or  neglected  the  rights  of  which 
he  is  thus  stripped  by  the  conventional  arrangements  and  uncontroUa- 
))le  proceedings  of  two  governments,  has  not  for  one  instant  been 
pretended  by  any  of  those  to  whom  he  has  applied  for  liquidation  or 
relief. 

The  undersigned  believe  such  to  be  the  case  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade 
to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies ;  and  were  it  just  to  ex- 
pect from  a  numerous  legislature,  superintending  and  guiding  the 
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vast  concenm  of  this  republic,  so  exclusive  a  devotiou  to  the  volumi- 
nous documents  of  an  individual  interest  as  would  enable  each  mem- 
ber thoroughly  to  master  them,  the  result  would  be  as  certain  as  are 
the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  an  American  Congress.  DifEcult,  however, 
as  it  is,  in  any  instance,  for  an  assemblage  of  statesmen  to  adopt  the 
investigating  habits,  and  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  judicial 
tribunal,  it  becomes  almost  impossible  in  reference  to  a  claim  circum- 
stanced like  that  of  Mr.  Meade.  Its  details  are  said  to  involve  legal 
questions,  complicated  in  character  and  difficult  of  solution  ;  for  its 
Batisfacfcory  scrutiny  powers  to  issue  commissions  to  obtain  evidence 
from  abroad  may  be  ibund  necessary  ;  and  the  due  protection  of  pri- 
vate rights,  as  well  as  a  dignified  assertion  of  the  public  impartiality, 
would  seem,  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  to  point  to  some  other  sphere 
of  final  adjustment.  It  is  not,  as  are  the  ordinary  applications  to 
Congress,  a  request  for  equvtahU  relief ^  or  for  such  remuneration  as 
legiilative  generosity  alone  can  bestow;  but  it  is  a  direct  unconditional, 
demand  of  justice^  like  those  which  are  daily  left  to  be  sifted  and 
settled  before  the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  Meade  desires  nothing  from  ttn- 
certainty ;  he  invokes  no  aid  from  liberal  conjecture;  he  does  not  ask  a 
reasonable  allowance^  nor  a  kUitude  of  construction;  but  he  engages  to 
maintain  his  case  by  proving  every  fact,  and  establishing  every  prin- 
ciple under  all  the  forms,  and  subject  to  all  the  tests,  which,  in  the 
severest  tribunals  of  the  country,  are  employed  to  recover  or  to  defend 
the  possession  of  property 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  an  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  and  probity  of  their  judiciary.  Mr.  Meade,  an 
individual,  might  perhaps  be  excused  if  he  shrunk  from  encountering 
10  formidable  an  opponent  before  judges  who  have  certainly  manifested 
no  want  of  sagacity  in  discerning,  or  of  resolution  in  maintaining,  the 
public  interests.  But  he  avoids  no  ordeal,  confident  that  his  cause  is 
just,  and  persuaded  that  it  only  needs  to  be  completely  investigated 
in  order  to  be  completely  successful. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  that  a  reference  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Mead  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  to  be  there 
decided  as  other  controversies  are  decided ;  to  be  fully  developed  by 
testimony  which  such  a  tribunal  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  collect,  and 
which  cannot  be  ex  parte;  to  be  patiently  examined  by  minds  to 
whom  laborious  refiection  and  honest  judgment  are  habitual ;  would 
relieve  your  honorable  bodies  from  the  discharge  of  a  troublesome 
and  delicate  duty,  satisfy  a  claimant  who  wants  justice  Ofdy^  and 
(what  is  an  equally  legitimade  object)  give  to  the  citizens  of  America 
an  assurance  that  their  representatives  are  prepared  always  practically 
to  recognize  the  sacred  character  of  private  rights. 

That  such  may  be  the  direction  given  by  Congress  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  respected  fellow-citizen,  Richard  W.  Meade,  under  such 
regulations  as  its  wisdom  may  prescribe,  with  a  view  to  make  defini- 
tive and  efiectual  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is,  therefore^ 
the  earnest  petition  of  the  undersigned. 
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C. 

Philadklphia,  January  17, 1819. 

Sir:  By  a  letter  from  Madrid  of  November  17,  Mr.  Meade  had 
just  received  the  opinion  given  by  yon  on  the  course  best  to  be  pro- 
ceeded on  for  the  protection  of  his  chiims  by  onr  government ;  he  nad 
merely  time  to  make  out  the  statement  which  I  now  enclose  to  you, 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  few  lines  addressed  to  him  by 
me  in  case  you  should  think  proper  to  present  them. 

I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  favor  if  you  would  express  to  me, 
or  Mr.  Henry  Toland,  jr.,  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Adams  may  give  y«u 
upon  it,  and  to  say  if  any  steps  should  be  taken  by  Mr.  Meade  further 
than  handing  to  the  Department  of  State  the  detail  of  his  claims  as 
mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Meade,  I  presume,  hurried  himself  in  this  statement,  hating 
been  assured  that  the  Marquis  D'Yrojo  had  asserted  that  orders  had 
been  sent  to  the  Chevalier  De  Onis  to  conclude  the  treaty  witk  the 
United  States  on  their  own  terms, 

I  remain  y  sir,  &c., 

M.  MEADE. 

John  Ssrgbant,  Esq. 


Phliladblphia,  January  17,  1819. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  enclosed  a  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  my  husband's  claims  on  the  Spanish  government,  which 
will  be  followed  by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  him  from 
said  government,  showing  the  amount  due  on  libramiento,  now  in 
his  possession,  on  contracts  and  on  damages,  on  bills  received  from  said 
government,  as  well  as  his  reclamation  on  the  the  score  of  the  unjust 
imprisonment  suffered  by  him  for  two  years. 

The  time  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  which 
I  received  this  statement  was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make  out  a 
detail  of  his  claims,  but  thinking  it  important  that  some  statement 
should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  out  the  en- 
closed ;  trusting  that,  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
between  our  country  and  Spain,  that  this  document  would  Ferve  as  a 
guide  for  that  protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to 
grant  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

M.  MEADE. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State, 


CLAIM  OF  RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

Washinqtok,  Jantiary  20,  1819. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  letter  and  some  papers,  trans- 
mitted by  Mr,  Meade,  to  place  his  claims  upon  Spain  under  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  government  in  case  a  treaty  should  be  made  with  that 
power*    You  will  also  find  enclosed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meade,  which  I 
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send  chiefly  on  account  of  the  concluding  paragraph,  and  will  thank 
you  after  reading  it  to  cause  it  to  be  returned  to  me. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obe* 
dient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT. 
Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


The  claims  of  Richard  W.  Meade  on  the  Spanish  government  are 
comprised  under  the  three  following  heads : 

1.  Sales  of  goods  to  the  government  under  contracts,  loans  of  specie, 
and  provisions,  the  latter  lent  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  then 
government  of  Spain,  and  in  periods  of  their  greatest  distress  ;  for 
the  provisions  prices  were  auerwards  agreed  on,  and  a  guarantee 
given  to  Mr.  MeadQ  for  the  payment,  but  which  has  never  been  com* 
plied  with  ;  and  Mr.  Meade  has  not  been  able  to  recover  the  amount 
acknowledged  due  him,  though  he  procured  regular  condemnation 
through  the  competent  tribunals  of  the  country^  and  execution  against 
the  individual  who  became  guarantee,  and  who  is  a  Spanish  merchant. 
Mr.  Meade  has  been  prevented  from  carrying  the  execution  into  effect 
by  a  royal  order  issued  by  the  minister  of  finance,  in  consequence  of 
this  individual  having  several  contracts  pending  actually  with  this 
government.  Against  the  injustice  and  illegality  of  this  order  the 
tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz  have  made  three  very  strong  repre- 
sentations, pointing  out  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the  credit  and 
honor  of  the  nation,  if  the  sentence  of  the  tribunals  of  justice  granted 
in  favor  of  a  foreign  merchant  can  be  set  aside  by  a  ministerial  order, 
though  under  the  sanction  of  the  King,  merely  because  the  individual 
against  whom  judgment  was  given  had  entered  into  other  contracts 
with  the  government.  The  last  of  these  representations  is,  however, 
yet  undecided.  Mr.  Meade  only  waits  the  preseut  minister  of  finances' 
answer  in  order  to  lay  this  case  before  Mr.  Erving,  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Madrid,  with  all  the  documents,  who  has  prom- 
ised him  to  lay  the  same  before  the  minister  of  State.  This  particu- 
lar case  is  one  of  high  importance  ;  and  it  is  intended  to  point  out  in 
the  complaint  which  is  to  be  made  to  the  King  through  Mr.  Yrujo, 
^e  present  Secretary  of  State,  the  persecution  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  the 
enormous  difference  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  Spain  when  an 
American  citizen  is  defendent,  and  when  a  plaintiff.  In  the  case  of 
Mr.  Meade's  imprisonment,  which  lasted  above  two  years,  and  which 
finally  has  been  declared  illegal  by  the  King,  Mr.  Meade  was  put 
into  prison  because  he  refused  paying  a  second  time  a  sum  of  money 
which  the  King  actually  held,  and  holds  in  his  own  possession  ;  and, 
in  the  present  case,  when  Mr.  Meade  is  plaintiff,  and  calls  for  the  pay- 
ment of  above  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  which  be  has  obtained  a  regu- 
lar judgment  through  all  the  different  tribunals  to  which  appeals  are 
allowed,  or  can  be  made ;  and  in  case  where  the  government  hold 
property  of  the  debtors,  they  refuse  to  allow  Mr.  Made  to  execute  his 
judgment  against  the  debtor,  or  to  suspend  the  payments  which  they 
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are  making  to  him  weekly,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  judgment ;  and  thus 
Mr.  Meade  is  kept  oat  of  his  money,  and  cannot  get  it  either  from 
the  government  who  received  the  provisions  from  Mr.  Meade,  nor 
from  the  man  who  guaranteed  the  transaction. 

The  other  libramientos  are  for  specific  sams,  and  admit  of  no  dis- 
pute ;  the  only  excuse  for  not  paying  them  is  the  present  state  of  the 
finance,  and  the  great  want  of  money.  The  claims,  however,  of 
foreigners  in  general  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  King  since  his 
coming  to  the  throne ;  those  of  the  Spaniards  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
all  declared  as  appertaining  to  the  mass  of  public  debt,  for  which  pro- 
vision is  hereafter  to  be  made,  but  which  are  considered  as  waste 
paper  at  present.  By  a  special  decree  of  his  Majesty,  dated  on  the 
9th  September,  1816,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  Mr.  Meade's  de- 
mands on  the  government  have  been  fully  recognized  as  just  and  legiti- 
mate ;  and  the  order  directs  that  they  should  be  paid  agreeably  to  the 
original  stipulations,  but  which  have  never  been  complied  with. 
Whatever  part  of  these  libramientos  Mr.  Meade  has  received  since 
1813,  and  particularly  since  the  arrival  of  the  King  Ferdinand  in 
Spain  in  1814,  has  been  with  a  loss  on  the  original  capital  of  about 
one-third,  besides  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  interests  for  a  number  of 

Sears,  which  has  made  the  total  loss  amount  to  one-half  of  the  capital, 
[r.  Meade  remains,  however,  with  a  considerable  sum  of  the  libra- 
mientos, for  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  recover  one  shilling  since 
his  imprisonment  in  May,  1816,  though  acknowledged  and  repeated 
orders  given  for  their  payment. 

2.  A  demand  on  the  Spanish  government  for  damages  and  actual 
losses  sustained  by  Mr.  Meade  on  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  to  Mr. 
Meade's  order  by  the  minister  of  finance  by  order  of  the  regency, 
dated  in  1812,  on  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  payable  at  Vera  Cruz,  for 
$300,000,  the  specie  of  which  was  allowed  to  be  exported  by  special 
contract  to  London.  The  bill  was  protested,  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  only  were  paid  in  Mexico  on  account,  and  that  in  tobacco.  The 
actual  loss  which  accrued  to  Mr.  Meade  on  this  transaction  amounts 
to  considerably  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  had  an 
English  vessel  detained  at  Vera  Cruz  twelve  months  waiting  for  the 
specie  of  the  cortes,  who  then  governed  Spain,  who  commanded  that 
Mr.  Meade  should  be  heard  in  justice  respecting  his  claim  for  damages, 
viz :  that  the  afiair  should  be  regularly  tried,  and  the  damages  as- 
sessed by  a  competent  tribunal.  In  1815,  Mr.  Meade  obtained  als6 
an  order  from  his  present  Majesty,  directing  the  supreme  council  of 
finance  to  hear  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  to  decide  on  the 
question  ;  but  Mr.  Meade  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  any  decision 
or  satisfaction  from  the  council,  though  the  fiscal  admits  the  justice  of 
Mr.  Meade's  claim  for  damages ;  and  Mr.  Meade  possesses  the  most 
ample  testimonies  to  fully  establish  the  same. 

3d.  And  lastly,  the  claim  which  Mr.  Meade  has  for  his  illegal  im- 
prisonment, the  damages  he  sustained  thereby,  as  well  as  the  total 
ruin  of  his  mercantile  establishment  at  Cadiz,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
penses he  was  put  to  to  defend  himself. 

The  foregoing  comprises  all  Mr.  Meade's  personal  claims,  and 
according  to  his  estimate,  may  amount  altogether,  to  between  three 
and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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Department  of  State, 
Washington,  January  20,  1819. 

Madam  :  I  have  the  honor,  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  I'Zth,  throru^h  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Serjeant,  with  two  papers  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Meade  upon  the  government  of  Spain,  both  of  which  are  deposited 
in  this  office. 

I  am^  madam,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient,  very  humble 

HfiTvant 

'  DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Meade. 


Measaae/rom  (he  President  of  the  United  States j  transmitting  a  repor^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  daims  of  citzens  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  for  Spanish  spdiations  upon  their  property  and  oom- 
tnerce, 

lb  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representaiives : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  document  prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th  ultimo,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spoliations 
upon  their  property  and  commerce. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinqton,  I2th  May,  1820. 


Department  of  State,  \2th  May,  1820. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th  ultimo,  respecting  the  com- 
munication of  any  information  received  by  the  Department  of  State, 
or  other  Executive  department,  of  the  amount  of  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spoliations  upon  their  property  and 
commerce,  or  those  for  which  the  Spanish  government  are  held  re- 
sponsible, has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  a  list  of  the 
claims,  concerning  which  documents  have  been  transmitted  to  this 
department ;  together  with  the  statement  of  their  amounts,  so  far  as 
they  can  be  collected  from  them. 

JOHN  QUINOY  ADAMS. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


List  of  daims  with  the  amyunt,  exdusive  of  interest. 

David  Beveridge^  of  Philadelphia,  |20,244  ;  James  Barry,  Wash- 
ington citjr,  $214,702 ;  Peter  Bretagne ;  John  Crag,  and  others, 
Philadelphia;  Wm.  Cook,  Charleston,  $63,600;  Joseph  Forrest,  Wash- 
ington city,  3,000;  Wm.  Gallagher,  for  100  hogsheads  flaxseed;  David 
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Greeny&c.y|l,500;  Gregory  &Scobia,  of  MaasacliusettB, $8,487;  Lewis 
Groning,  or  Michael  Kelly,  of  Charleston,  $11,217  34;  Ghdorge  Hon- 
ter,   of  Philadelphia,   $25,000;    Richard  Hughes,  Boston,  $46,000; 

HoUins  &  McBlair,  Baltimore  ;  John  HoUins,  Baltimore ; Hale, 

cash  seized  or  detained;  John  Huel  &  Co.,  of  New  York;  John  Lowry, 

Alexandria;  Jedediah  Leeds,  Charleston; Linchcomb,  Dorchester 

county,  Maryland  ;  Peter  Lohra,  Philadelphia ;  Bichard  W.  Meade, 
Philadelphia,  $400,000 ;  Thos.  Mendenhall,  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
$463;  John  Merieult,  New  Orleans;  Nicklin  &  Griffith,  Philadelphia; 
James  Bruce  Nichol,  Alexandria,  Columbia,  $6,100 ;  Robert  Oliver, 
Baltimore;  John  Perry,  two  cargoes  of  flour  at  Natchez;  Joseph  Dun- 
lap  and  others,  a  cargo  of  flour  at  Campeachy ;  Francis  Pearson; 
Abram  Piesch,  of  Philadelphia;  James  Perkins,  and  others,  Boston  ; 
Wm.  D.  Bobinson,  $564,327;  Boss  &  Simpson's  assignees,  Philadel- 
phia, $32,658  29;  John  Henry  Rogers,  Boston;  John  &  Samuel  Wells, 
Boston,  $90,900;  Joseph  B.  Windsor,  New  York;  James  Yard,  Phila- 
delphia; Robert  Young,  Alexandria,  $1,222  31;  Moses  Young,  Wash- 
ington city;  Stephen  Kingston,  Philadelphia,  additional  for  the  insu- 
rance office  of  I^orth  America,  $19,060;  Stephen  Kingston,  Philadel- 
phia, additional  on  his  own  account,  $3,150. 


[^[BDBlation.  ] 

Copy  of  an  official  letter  addressed  by  hie  Excellency  Don  Jose  Oanga 
ArgtteUes,  minister  of  finance  at  Madrid^  to  Bichard  W.  Meade,  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  statement,  in  due  form,  of  your  claims  against  this  government, 
and  the  damages  you  have  sustained  in  consequence  thereof,  was 
transmitted  to  this  department  of  finance  by  the  minister  of  state, 
accompanied  by  a  royal  order,  dated  the  26th  January,  of  last  year  ; 
which  statement  had  been  received  from,  and  supported  by,  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States,  resident  at  this  court.  His  Majesty  named 
a  special  junta  of  councillors  to  take  cognizance  of  the  liquidation  of 
all  the  credits  which  you  might  present,  or  be  able  to  substantiate, 
and  of  the  claims  which  you  should  make. 

The  junta  gave  in  their  award,  and  consulted  his  Majesty  on  the 
subject,  who  having  been  pleased  to  approve  thereof,  and  adopt  the 
same,  the  said  junta  has  extended  in  legal  form  a  certificate  of  the 
entire  credit  due  to  you  by  the  nation,  the  sum  of  which  amounts  \^ 
B.  vn.  9,823,072  11  ms.  or  $491,163  62,  in  the  terms  and  for  the 
reasons  therein  specified ;  which  document,  with  his  Majesty's  ap- 
probation thereunto  annexed,  and  certified  by  me,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit to  you,  by  his  royal  order,  for  your  security,  and  for  whatever 
other  purpose  or  object  that  may  be  conducive  to  your  interest. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years.  Given  at  the  Royal  Palace,  in  Mad- 
rid, the  21st  of  May,  1820. 

CANGA  ARGUELLES. 

Signer  Don  Rioabdo  Mbadb. 
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NoTB. — The  sum  receited  in  the  above  order  contains  the  total 
amount  of  the  claims  for  Mr.  Meade's  own  account^  as  well  as  agent 
for  others ;  the  personal  claims  for  Mr.  Meade  amount  only  to 
7,477,595  reals  of  vellon,  equal  to  $373,879  75. 


[TVanslation.] 

Don  Evariato  Perez  de  Castro,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Madrid,  June  10,  1820. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  the  Spanish 
government,  always  upright  and  honorable  in  its  decisions,  has  de- 
termined to  acknowledge,  with  the  sanction  of  his  Majesty^  Don  Bich- 
ard  Meades,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  its  creditor  for  nine  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  and  seventy-two  reals 
vellon  and  eleven  maravedis,  for  which  a  competent  security,  in 
writing,  has  been  given  him.  As  your  government,  sir,  has  taken 
part  in  the  fortune  of  this  individual,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  this  favorable  determination  to  the  President  of  the 
said  States,  inasmuch  as  the  respect  which  he  deserves  has  had  much 
influence  in  it ;  and,  also,  the  hope  that  Spanish  subjects  may,  by  a 
just  reciprocity,  find  equal  protection  and  consideration  in  the  United 
States. 

With  so  agreeable  a  motive,  I  present  myself  anew  to  your  dispo- 
sal, and  pray  God  that  you  may  live  many  years. 

EVARISTO  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

Department  of  Statb, 

January  12,  1822. 

The  foregoing  letter  is  faithfully  translated  from  an  authentic 
transcript  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT, 
Chief  Clerk. 


E. 

SECOND   MEMORIAL. 


To  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty 
unth  Spain,  ratified  in  February^  1821,  together  with  sundry  docrtn 
ments  explanatory  of  the  daim,  dc. 

The  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  respectfully  shows :  That  your 
memorialist  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such, 
sojourned  at  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  from  some  time  in  the  year  1804  till  the 
year  1818.  That  during  the  time  of  such  his  sojournment  and  resi* 
dence  at  Cadiz,  the  Spanish  government  became  indebted  to  hiqi  in 
very  large  sums  of  money,  on  account  of  very  extensive  supplies  of 
provisions,  moneys,  and  goods  of  various  kinds  furnished  oy  him 
under  contracts  with  the  government  of  Spain,  or  with  their  agents, 
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on  public  account^  principally  during  the  captivity  of  their  King  ia 
France,  and  the  struggle  maintained  by  the  Spanish  nation  under  the 
government  of  the  cortes,  in  the  name  of  their  captive  King,  against 
the  invasion  and  domination  of  the  French  ;  and  besides  what  ^asso 
due  to  him  on  his  personal  and  individual  account,  they  were  largely 
indebted  to  him  as  agent  for  American  citizens,  on  account  of  cargoes 
sold  to  the  Spanish  government,  or  sold  on  public  account;  that,  in  the 
midst  of  his  attempts  to  have  these  various  claims  adjusted  and  set- 
tled, after  the  restoration  of  the  King,  a  system  of  the  most  corrupt 
and  unprincipled  intrigue  was  set  in  motion  against  him  by  certain 
officers  and  agents  of  the  Spanish  government,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
torting from  him  the  most  unjust  compromises  and  concessions  of  his 
rights,  by  means  of  which  intrigues,  and  the  most  wily,  and  fraudu- 
lent shifts,  devices,  and  pretexts,  he  was  thrown  into  prison,  and 
there  detained  in  close  confinement  for  the  space  of  two  years,  or 
thereabout,  to  wit :  from  some  time  in  May,  1816,  till  May,  1818; 
and  when,  at  length,  after  repeated  and  frequent  and  pressing  appli- 
cations to  the  Spanish  government,  he  was  released  by  a  royal  order, 
it  was  under  the  most  explicit  acknowledgement,  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  government,  that  his  imprisonment  had  been  altogether  ille- 
gal and  iniquitous.  Tour  memorialist  lost  no  time  after  his  enlarge- 
ment in  preferring  his  various  claims  upon  the  Spanish  government, 
in  which  he  included  a  claim  of  compensation  for  his  unjust  impris- 
onment ;  and  alter  various  procrastinations  on  the  part  of  that  govern- 
ment, he  applied  by  petition  to  the  Spanish  government,  some  time  in 
December,  1818,  to  have  a  commission  or  junta  appointed  to  audit  and 
settle  his  claims  ;  that  some  time  in  the  course  of  that  winter,  such  a 
commission  was  appointed,  pursuant  to  his  request ;  who,  after  the 
most  careful  and  minute  examination  into  the  grounds  of  all  his 
claims,  made  a  report  on  the  30th  September,  1819,  allowing  his  vari- 
ous claims,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sum  of  $491,153  33, 
which  was  in  sums  admitted  as  a  deot  of  the  most  meritorious  char- 
acter, due  from  the  Spanish  government  to  your  memorialist.  The 
report,  after  having  been  recommitted  to  the  junta  by  the  minister  of 
finance,  accompanied  by  sundry  remarks  of  his  own,  was  deliberately  re- 
considered and  confirmed  on  the  15th  November,  1819,  and  was  then 
submitted  by  the  minister  of  finance  to  the  revision  of  the  treasurer 
general,  and  to  the  comptroller  general  of  accounts,  by  whom  it  was 
approved,  and  was  then  finally  ratified  by  the  King.  A  formal  oer- 
tificate  of  the  report  thus  ratified  and  confirmed,  importing  an  as- 
certained and  absolute  debt  due  from  the  Spanish  government  to  your 
memorialist,  to  the  amount  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  with  interest  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  royal  finance  department,  signed  by  all  the  members 
of  the  junta,  and  approved  by  the  minister  of  finances,  by  the  order, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  King,  with  the  royal  seal  affixed,  was  then 
made  out  and  transmitted  to  your  memorialist  in  May,  1820,  by  Mr. 
Arguelles,  the  new  minister  of  finance.  Your  memorialist  would  ask 
the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  interval 
between  the  report  of  the  junta,  on  the  30th September,  1819, audits 
final  ratification  in  May,  1820,  the  new  revolution  in  the  government 
of  Spain  )iad  been  efiiected,  by  which  the  functions  of  the  cortes  had 
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been  restored,  and  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  King  considera- 
bly modified  and  limited,  so  that  this  has  been  conclusively  ascertained 
and  acknowledged  by  competent  and  concurring  authorities  under  both 
administrations. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  presumes  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  detailed  explanations  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  articles 
by  which  the  debt  was  created,  or  of  the  circumstances  upon  which 
certain  damages,  included  in  the  sum  total,  were  awarded  to  him  ; 
deeming  it  sufi&cient  to  refer  to  the  documentary  evidence  of  the  said 
debt,  as  manifested  by  the  said  certificate  and  proceedings  of  the  Span- 
ish authorities,  in  which  the  various  heads  of  his  claims^  as  allowed, 
are  recapitulated ;  which  document,  verified  and  established  by  all 
the  highest  sanctions  and  solemnities  ^nown  to  the  Spanish  laws,  he 
here  produces,  annexed  to  this  memorial,  as  forming  a  part  thereof, 
and  to  that  he  prays  that  particular  reference  may  be  had  for  a  fuller 
and  better  understanding  of  what  is  herein  alleged  concerning  the 
same.     The  only  part  of  the  claims  admitted  by  that  document,  con«- 
cerning  which  it  is  deemed  material  for  your  memorialist  to  be-  more 
particular,  is  that  which  has  been  allowed  him  in  his  capacity  of  agent. 
With  respect  to  that  portion  of  the  said  debt,  he  states  that  the  sum 
of  $75,179  27  is  for  a  cargo  of  tobacco  shipped  on  board  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Bayard,  John  Diebier,  master,  owned  by  the  following  per- 
sons, viz  :  James  Thornburn,  Qeorge  Baincock,  Johnson  &  Walker, 
Jacob  Kline,  Warren  Ashley,  Joseph  Hays,  Solomon  Marks,  jun., 
besides  the  claim  of  the  captain,  John  Dinon,  for  his  charges  as  cap- 
tain and  supercarp  for  the  commissions  and  advances.     Your  memo- 
rialist being  also  interested  in  that  sum  to  the  amount  (not  yet  ascer- 
tained) of  his  commission   and   advances ;   also,   that  the  sum  of 
|42,094  18  was  a  bill  or  order  of   the   treasurer  general  of  Spain, 
against  the  treasurer  of  the  customs  of  Cadiz,  for  cash  and  interest 
thereon,  due  for  flour  delivered  by  James  Wardrop  &  Co.,  of  Cadiz, 
which,  by  a  regular  execution  of  the  competent  tribunals  of  Spain, 
was  declared  to  belong  to  John  and  James  Gamble,  and  Robert  Pol- 
lard, which  bill  or  order  was  duly  accepted,  but  not  paid.     In  that 
sum  is  also  interested  Mr.  James  Brown,  of  Bichmond,  as  principal 
and  partner  in  the  house  of  James  Wardrop  &  Co.,  in  case  there 
should  be  any  surplus  left,  after  paying  the  demands  of  Messrs.  Gam- 
ble and  Pollard,  and  the  commissions  and  expenses  of  this  memorial- 
ist, not  yet  ascertained.     And  your  memorialist  further  shows,  that 
the  said  claims  have  not,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  been  paid  or  satis- 
fied to  to  the  said  respective  claimants  ;  nor  hath  he,  or  the  other  per- 
sons concerned,  ever  received  any  sum  of  money  or  other  equivalent  or 
indemnification  therefor  ;  that  all  of  them,  with  interest  from  the  day 
of  liquidation,  to  wit,  the  30th  September,  1819,  are  now  justly  due  ; 
and  that  in  case  they  are  allowed  by  the  said  commissioners,  they 
will  belong,  so  far  as  regards  the  said  individual  claims  of  the  me- 
morialist^ solely  and  absolutely  to  himself ;  and,  so  far  as  regards  the 
claims  which  have  been  ascertained  to  him  in  his  representative  char- 
acter of  agent  as  aforesaid,  the  same  will  belong,  and  do  belong,  to 
.the  persons,  respectively  before  named,  or  their  assignees,  and  not,  to 
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bis  knowledge,  to  any  other  person  ;  and  that  the  same  did  so  belong 
when  the  said  claims  respectively  arose. 

That  joxiT  memorialist  is  now,  and  alwas  has  been,  from  his  birth, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and,  at  the  time  the  said  claims  respect- 
ivelj  arose,  and  for  a  long  time  before  and  after,  he  was  domicilated 
at  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  and  is  now  domicilated  at  Philadelphia ;  that  all 
the  other  persons  hereinbefore  named  as  interested  in  certain  parts  and 

J)ortions  of  the  said  debt,  were,  as  this  memorialist  is  credibly  in- 
ormed,  and  verily  believes,  at  the  time  the  said  claims  respectively 
arose,  and  still  are,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  were  then,  and 
still  are,  domicilated  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  except  the  said  Solo- 
mon Marks,  who,  this  memorialist  has  understood,  is  now  in  some 
part  of  Europe,  unknown  ;  having  assigned  his  interest  in  said  claim 
to  his  creditors  at  Norfolkj'or  el8ewhere,^who  are  unknown  to  this  me- 
morialist. That,  after  the  date  of  the  convention  between  Spain 
Iknd  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1802,  since  which  date  all  the  said 
claims  have  originated,  and  before  the  signature  of  the  said  treaty  of 
the  22d  February,  1819,  to  wit :  on  or  about  the  18th  January,  1819, 
the  memorialist  presented  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
Spain  a  statement  of  the  same,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  a  statement  of  the  said  personal  and  individual 
claims  of  the  memorialist,  in  his  own  right,  upon  the  said  Spanish 
government,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  was  also  presented  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802,  and  before 
the  signature  of  the  said  treaty,  to  wit,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of 
January,  1819.  That  before  the  said  signature,  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  by  their  minister  in  Spain,  ofiScially  solicited  and 
promoted  the  adjustment,  liquidation,  and  settlement,  of  the  said 
clams  by  the  Spaish  government,  which  government,  proceeding  ac- 
cording to  its  own  approved  forms,  did,  accordingly,  adjust,  liquidate, 
and  settle  the  same,  and  acknowledged  itself,  on  the  19th  day  of  Ma^, 
1820,  to  owe  to  the  memorialist,  on  account  of  the  debt  due  to  him  m 
his  own  right,  the  sum  of  $373,879  88^  including  therein  a  sum  of 
$75,000  for  his  wrongful  imprisonment,  and  the  damages  arising  there- 
from ;  and  on  account  of  the  debts  due  to  him  as  representative  or 
agent  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  |117,273  46  ;  and  extended,  executed, 
and  delivered  to  the  memorialist,  by  royal  order,  a  certificate  under 
the  hand  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  minister  of  finance,  and  the 
royal  seal,  acknowledging  the  said  debts  accordingly. 

That  your  memorialist,  having  been  informed  by  the  Hon.  John  Q. 
Adams,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  one  of  the  negotiators  of  the  said 
treaty,  at  a  time  subsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  the  same,  and  before 
the  final  ratification  thereof  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the 
22d  day  of  February,  1821,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  memori- 
alist's claims  were  embraced  within  the  treaty,  is  advised  that  this 
circumstance,  connected  with  the  release  and  renunciation  to  the  Span- 
ish government,  contained  in  the  treaty,  gives  him  a  just  and  valid 
claim  to  entire  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  same,  with  interest, 
by  the  United  States,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  obligation  and  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Spanish  government,  and  before  the  final  rati- 
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^cation  of  the  Baid  treaty  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ;  so  the 
memorialist  respectfully  stated  and  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  such  official  disposition  of  the  same  as  he  might 
deem  expedient.  But  the  memorialist  at  no  time  personally- 
abandoned  his  said  claims,  or  any  of  them,  against  the  said  govern* 
ment  of  Spain,  and  the  same  now  continue  in  their  original  vigor 
against  the  Spanish  government ;  and  so  he  submits  will  continne^ 
until  actual  payment,  except  so  far  as  they  may  have  been  legally  im- 
paired by  the  public  renunciation  and  discharge  in  the  said  treaty 
oontained. 

That,  conceiving  himself  entitled  to  apply  to  his  original  debtor  for 
payment  of  these  demands,  or  for  direction  to  the  source  from  which 

fiaymenfc  might  be  obtained,  the  memorialist,  on  the  14th  day  of  May 
ast,  made  such  application  through  his  agent  in  Madrid,  to  the  min- 
ister of  state  of  the  Spanish  government  \  and,  on  the  16th  of  June 
last,  was  officially  advised  by  the  said  minister  of  state,  that  the  said 
claims  were  embraced  by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  which  the 
memorialist  was  referred. 

That  between  two  great  nations,  one  of  whom  is  unquestionably 
liable  to  the  memorialist  for  the  full  amount  of  the  said  claims,  and 
in  opposition  to  either  of  whom  he  has  nothing  to  sustain  him  but  the 
principles  of  justice  and  the  obligations  of  national  honor,  the  memo- 
rialist trusts  that  his  reference  to  either  will  never  be  considered  by 
the  other  as  an  abandonment  of  any  of  his  rights.  Whatever  he  may 
do  in  the  way  of  soliciting  payment,  or  in  preferring  a  claim  to  it, 
he  submits,  is  the  resuU  of  a  necessity  which,  as  an  individual,  he 
has  no  means  to  evade  or  avert ;  and  he  therefore  respectfully  states, 
that  all  which  he  now  does  or  shall  hereafter  do  in  this  behalf,  is, 
and  will  continue  to  be  done  under  an  explicit  reservation  of  all  h'ia 
rights,  up  to  the  time  when  he  shall  enter  into  the  full  enjoyment  of 
them. 

Being  instructed  by  the  government  of  Spain  that  his  claims  are 
within  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty,  having  received  no  decision 
or  instructions  of  the  American  government  that  they  are  not  so,  and 
conceiving  if  the  said  claims  are  so  embraced,  that  the  just  interpre- 
tation of  the  said  treaty,  and  of  the  obligations  so  assumed  in  conse- 
quence thereof  by  the  United  States,  will  give  the  memorialist  the 
lull  and  entire  payment  of  his  demands,  he  accordingly  submits  the 
claims  to  the  board  of  commissioners  constituted  under  the  said  treaty, 
and  prays  to  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  any  further  evidence  that 
may  be  required  in  support  thereof. 

Your  memorialist,  by  way  of  explaining  more  at  large  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  protests  against  being  concluded,  either  by  the  treaty 
or  by  any  claim  which  he  may  set  up  under  the  treaty  from  asserting 
and  pursuing  his  original  claims,  or  of  adopting  either  alternative  iir 
the  assertion  and  pursuit  of  them,  as  against  the  government  of  Spain 
or  that  of  the  United  States,  prays  that  particular  reference  may  be 
had  to  his  memorial,  dated  on  the  8th  February,  1821,  addressed  te 
the  President  of  the  United  States  before  the  final  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  laid  before  the  Sen-' 
ate,  at  the  same  time  that  the  treaty  was  presented  for  ratification  ; 
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also,  to  his  second  memorial,  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  ad- 
dressed to  both  houses  of  Congress  during  the  last  session.  From  the 
iacts  and  reasons  advanced  in  those  two  memorials,  and  from  sach 
other  facts  and  reasons  as  he  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  bringing 
forward  hereafter^  he  hopes  to  have  established  the  following  conclu- 
sions beyond  doubt  or  controversy. 

1.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  power  or 
AQthority  whatever  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt  due  from  Spain  to 
your  memorialist  in  any  other  manner,  or  upon  any  other  terms,  but 
the  payment  of  the  debts  as  guarantee  of  Spain,  in  other  words,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  is,  per  6e,  utterly  incompetent  to  exert  its 
jurisdiction  over  the  rights  of  a  creditor  claiming  a  mere  pecuniary 
debt,  under  the  circumstances  of  a  debt  due  from  Spain  to  your  me- 
morialist, differing  so  widely  and  fundamentally  in  all  incidents, 
qualities^  and  relations,  which  may  rightfully  have  subjected  every 
other  of  the  renounced  claims  to  the  action  of  the  treaty-making 
power. 

2.  That,  in  default  of  an  original  and  inherent  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  power  to  cancel  or  release  the  debt,  no  authority  what- 
soever has  in  fact  been  supplied  by  the  agency  or  consent  of  the  cred- 
itor, who,  in  point  of  fact,  has  never  committed  his  claim  to  the  man- 
agement or  discretion  of  the  government,  any  further  than  to  invoke 
the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of  the  American  government  in  aid 
of  the  claims  and  petitions  of  the  individual  creditor  ;  which  claims 
and  petitions,  in  all  instances,  went  the  length  of  demanding  full  and 
complete  satisfaction  without  being  at  all  intermixed  with  the  public 
negotiations  and  discussions  between  the  two  governments,  so  that  the 
entire  agency  of  the  American  functionaries,  as  auxiliary  to  the  in- 
dividual demands  and  resources  of  the  creditor,  was  merely  gratui- 
tous^ and  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  diplomatic  comity. 

3.  That  the  claim  is  nevertheless  comprehended  in  the  fifth  renun- 
^nation  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  which^ 
connected  with  the  express  stipulation  of  the  eleventh  article,  the 
United  States  are  absolutely  and  unconditionally  bound,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  valuable  equivalent  received  of  Spain,  to  exonerate  her  from 
the  debt ;  and  by  that  means  have  interposed  a  bar  to  remedies  other- 
wise clear  and  indisputable,  by  which  the  creditor  might  have  secured 
bis  debt  from  the  original  debtor. 

3.  That,  by  the  force  and  effect  of  these  stipulations,  the  public 
&ith  of  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged,  equally  to  Spain  as  the 
debtor,  and  to  your  memorialist  as  the  creditor,  to  discharge  the  debt 
without  defalcation  or  delay,  and  without  reference  to  the  stipulated 
Bnd  limited  fund  provided  by  the  treaty. 

With  the  clear  and  unfaltering  intent  of  adhering  to  these  princi- 
ples in  the  present,  as  well  as  in  all  future  assertions  of  his  claim, 
whether  it  be  advanced  against  the  government  of  Spain,  or  against 
that  of  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  prays  that  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  his  claim  in  order  that  it  may 
1)6  o£Bcially  decided  and  promulgated,  what  provision  is  intended  for 
jour  memorialist  by  the  treaty ;  that  is  to  say : 

Ist,  Wether  the  claim  be  not  clearly  comprehended  in  the  list  of 
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rennnciatioDS  declared  oq  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  9th  ar- 
ticle of  the  said  treaty. 

2d.  Whether,  being  so  comprehended,  your  memorialist  be  not 
clearly  entitled  to  a  substantive  and  full  satisfaction  of  his  claim, 
whatever  may  be  the  pro  rata  allowance  to  the  general  mass  of  claim- 
ants out  of  the  specific  fund  provided  by  the  said  treaty. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Washikoton,  January  6, 1822. 


F. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  late  Commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty  to 
the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  March  5,  1822. 

Sir  :  Several  claims  of  indemnity  have  been  presented  to  this  board 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  losses  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
breach  of  contracts  entered  into  with  them  by  the  government  of  Spain. 
In  most  if  not  all  of  these  contracts,  the  citizen  stipulates  to  perform 
acts  for  Spain,  which,  as  a  subject  of  a  neutral  state,  ne  could  not  have 
performed  without  transgressing  the  acknowledged  belligerent  rights 
of  other  nations  with  whom  Spain  was  then  engaged  in  open  war ; 
acts,  therefore,  which  would  have  subjected  him  to  the  just  application 
of  the  laws  of  war,  and  justified,  nay,  probably  required,  the  United 
Stated  to  abandon  such  citizen  to  the  fate  of  war,  without  making  any 
reclamation  in  his  behalf.  It  is  for  the  performance  of  such  acts  that 
Spain  has  contracted  to  make  compensation. 

In  support  of  these  claims  it  is  contended  that  it  was  distinctly  un* 
derstood  by  the  high  contracting  parties  to  the  late  treaty  that  claims 
of  this  description  were  to  be  included,  and  were  intended  to  be  pro- 
vided for  implicitly  by  the  fifth  renunciation  of  the  ninth  article^ 
within  the  words  of  which  all  such  are  found ;  and,  in  proof  of  this 
assertion,  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  Spain,  as  well  as  the  enclosed 
docnment,  has  been  placed  before  this  board. 

The  commissioners  feel  inclined,  at  present^  to  construe  this  article 
of  the  treaty  in  a  different  mode,  and  to  reject  all  such  claims  as  those 
above  described.  But  as  such  a  construction,  if  contrary  to  the  intent 
of  the  high  contracting  parties,  as  is  suggested,  may  possibly  impair 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  and  lead  to  consequences  violating  even 
their  peace,  the  commissioners  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  some  course  which  may  bring  before  them  any  doc- 
ument or  suggestion  by  which  the  object  and  intent  of  the  United 
States  in  concluding  the  treaty  may  be  disclosed  more  fully  than  they 
are  now  exhibited  by  the  article  before  mentioned. 

If  the  President  is  content  to  adopt  that  construction  of  the  treaty 
which  the  commissioners,  as  at  present  advised,  are  disposed  to  give 
it,  no  suggestion  need  be  made  to  them.  But  if  this  should  not  be  the 
case,  as  nothing  will  most  probably  operate  to  change  the  opinion 
which  the  commissioners  are  disposed  at  present  to  entertain  npoa 
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ibis  subject  bat  a  clear  commanication  that  sncb  a  construction  would 
be  violative  of  the  intention  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  will  be 
necerisary  that  a  communication  to  this  effect  should  be  made  to  them. 
The  mode  of  making  it  is  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  want  of  any  representative  of  the  United  States  before  this 
board  has  constrained  the  commissioners  to  adopt  the  course  they 
have  thus  pursued,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  objections  which 
apply  to  itj  not  only  as  they  refer  to  the  President,  but  to  the  board 
itself. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. , 

H.  L.  WHITE, 
WM.  KING, 
L.  W.  TAZEWELL. 
The  Hon.  the  Svcbetabt  of  Statb. 


a. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  9,  1822. 

Gentlemen  :  In  reference  to  the  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  from  you,  dated  the  5th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  inform  you  that,  in  providing  for  the 
claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  Spain,  by  the  treaty 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  it  was  not  understood  or  intended  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  nor,  as  is  believed,  by  the  other 
party  to  the  treaty,  that  claims  arising  from  contract,  as  they  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  should  be  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  treaty.  The  claims  intended  to  be  provided  for  were 
those  specially  enumerated  in  the  rennnciations,  and  embraced  all 
claims,  statements  of  tvhich,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  government, 
had  been  presented  to  the  Department  of  Slate,  or  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  convention  of  1802,  and  until  the  date 
of  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

As  there  is  no  limitation  in  the  words  of  this  renunciation  with  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  transactions  in  which  the  claims  originated, 
whether  by  contract  or  by  tort,  so  none  was  intended.  They  were 
claims,  of  all  of  which  it  was  believed  that  the  only  possible  chance  of 
obtaining  any  satisfaction  to  the  claimants  consisted  in  the  execution 
of  the  treaty. 

Of  the  absolute  obligation  of  this  government  to  interpose  in  behalf 
of  their  fellow  citizens  possessing  such  claims,  and  imploring  the  aid 
of  their  country  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  them,  no  very  subtle  or 
punctilious  scrutiny  had  been  made.  It  was  the  need  of  the  claimant, 
and  not  the  legal  classification  of  his  claim,  for  which  the  assistance 
of  his  government  had  been  solicited.  The  delay  or  denial  of  justice, 
which  it  was  desirable  to  remedy,  was  the  same,  whether  it  was  for  a 
wrong  committed  or  a  contract  broken.  The  claimants  have  alike 
been  promised  that,  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  their  claims  would 
be  considered,  and  endeavors  made  to  provide  for  them,  in  common  wdh 
others. 
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Whether^  among  the  contracts  provided  for,  there  were  some  upon 
which  the  goyernment  of  the  Uaited  States,  but  for  the  treaty, 
must  have  eyentually  abandoned  the  claimants  to  the  fate  of  war,  was 
never  a  subject  of  inquiry.  Those  claims,  it  is  presumed,  were  not  the 
less  valid  against  Spainj  nor  were  their  prospects  of  real  satisfaction 
by  Spain  in  any  other  manner  believed  to  b6  different  from  the  rest. 
The  government  was,  indeed,  aware  that  the  abstract  right  to  its  in- 
terposition, of  citizens  who  had  suffered  by  acts  of  foreigners,  without 
any  co-operation  of  their  own,  was  more  clear  and  imperative  than 
that  of  others  who  had  voluntarily  staked  their  property  upon  the 
good  faith  of  Spain  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  a  proposal 
was  made  to  omit  the  renunciation  which  included  the  latter  class  of 
these  claims.  It  was,  however,  finally  agreed  to,  with  the  full  under- 
standing, that  all  the  claims  should  have  the  same  benefit  of  the  provi- 
sion, be  subjected  to  the  same  investigation,  and  be  decided  upon,  not 
by  any  subsequent  transaction  between  the  claimant  and  the  Spanish 
government,  but  by  the  commissioners,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  treaty,  and  upon  such  proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  require, 
for  ascertaining  its  amount  and  validity.  Of  the  right  to  include  such 
claims  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  in  cases  wherein  the  interier- 
ence  of  the  government  had  been  solicited  by  the  claimants  themselves, 
and  their  claims  had  at  their  own  desire  been  made  a  subject  of  nego- 
tiation, no  doubt  was  entertained.  It  is  sanctioned  equally  by  the 
moral  principles  applicable  to  public  law,  and  by  the  frequent  prac- 
tice of  other  civilized  nations,  as  well  as  by  more  than  one  example  of 
our  own  history.  If  indeed  no  such  right  existed,  and  the  two  gov- 
ernments were  not  competent  to  make  and  except  such  renunciation, 
it  was  certainly  neither  made  nor  intended.  But  that  a  government, 
negotiating  for  the  claims  upon  another  power  of  its  citizens,  at  their 
own  entreaty,  is  not  competent  to  compound  for  them,  upon  terms  as 
favorable  as  it  can,  consistently  with  its  duties  to  the  rest  of  its  own 
nation,  is  a  doctrine,  certainly  not  contemplated  at  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  now  believed  to  be  without  warrant,  either  in 
the  law  or  usages  of  nations. 

To  ascertain,  in  the  manner  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  no 
other,  the  full  amount  and  validity  of  these  claims,  as  existing  on  the 
day  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  the  commission  instituted  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  was  provided.  How  far  contracts, 
under  the  special  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter,  as  applying 
1o  some  of  those  which  have  been  presented  to  the  board,  were  valid 
contracts,  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  commissioners  to  decide. 
The  Executive  government  had  not  the  means  of  judging  of  the  valid- 
ity of  any  of  them ;  and  of  their  amount,  it  could  form  no  other  than 
a  gross  estimate.  But  it  fully  believed,  that  the  sum  stipulated  ibr 
the  payment  of  them  would  be  adequate  to  the  full  satisfaction  of 
every  valid  claim  embraced  by  the  treaty,  whether  the  claim  had 
originated  in  contract  or  in  wrong. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very 
humble  and  otedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
H.  L.  White,  Wm.  King,  and  L.  W.  Tazewkll,  Esqs., 

Commissionera  under  the  llih  article  of  the  Fhrida  treaty. 


>." 
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: ^   }    .VVm^'^  to  the  Chevalier  Don  Jcaquinde  Anduaga, 

N  PniLADKLPHiAy  AprU  4,  1822. 

Ks-c  i»><;^hc^nor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  copies 
..  .vu  ^.vch  have  passed  between  the  commissioners,  nnder  the 
.    iK  i-\)  U^y  of  February,  1819,  and  Mr.  Adams,  the  secre- 
^   v<«  V  \>i  ihe  United  States,  dated,  respectively,  the  5th  and 
.  \u«va  Wl.     My  principal  motive  for  this  communication  is, 
,^    ..>c  \vvur  excellency  and  the  Spanish  government  of  the  view 
^.     .  S   ao  Sucr^tarv  of  State  seems  disposed  to  take  of  the  liquidation 
.    ,<^v  ^\ium,  notwithstanding  it  was  made  in  the  most  formal  man- 
.,, ,  l»\  tho  Ovown  of  Spain,  at  the  express  solicitation  of  the  Ameri- 
vv.  i  laiumtor  at  Madrid,  and  was  consummated  before  the  effectnal 
•u.iiu'utioa  of  the  treaty  by  either  Spain  or  the  United  States.    If) 
a.svaUiug  to  the  present  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  the  full 
uuvlcidtundiDg  of  the  contracting  parties  that  all  the  claims,  includ- 
\ug  of  course  my  own,  should  be  decided  by  the  commissioners  upon 
buch  proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  requre,  and  that  such  a 
trausaction  as  the  liquidation  of  my  claim  is  to  be  of  no  effect  what- 
ever, it  must  probably  be  known  to  your  excellency,  or  to  that  de- 
partment of  your  excellency's  government  which  has  the  cognizance 
of  these  matters ;  and,  if  it  was  really  so  understood,  while  1  shall 
have  cause  to  regret  that  I  have  never  been  before  apprised  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, I  may  atleast  hope,  as  an  indemnity,  for  such  assistance 
from  Spain  as  will  enable  me  to  make  the  justice  of  the  liquidation  as 
apparent  to  the  commissioners  as  it  was  to  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
It  IB  known  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  this  liquidation  in  Spain, 
that  the  original  vouchers  and  documents  by  which  many  of  my  de- 
mands were  supported,  were  delivered  up  by  me  upon  a  formal  requi- 
sition to  that  effect ;  and  that  in  some  instances  the  records  and  pa- 
pers of  certain  of  the  Spanish  offices  furnished  material  evidence  upon 
the  subject.     If,  contrary  to  what  I  regard  as  the  fundamental  rules 
of  evidence,  and  more  especially  the  obligations  of  cjmity  between 
nations,  the  commissioners  shall  treat  this  liquidation  as  a  nullity,  (a 
result  which  the  declaration  of  one  of  the  commissioners  compels  me 
to  apprehend,)  your  excellency  will  at  once  perceive  my  embarrass- 
ment, and  that  it  will  require  the  effectual  interposition  of  Spain  to 
prevent  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  from  becoming  the  cause  of  its  rejection  from  the  treaty. 
Kothing  but  the  possession  of  the  original  vouchers,  and  all  the  other 
evidence  by  which  the  claim  was  sustained  in  Spain,  can  obviate  this 
mischief;  and  your  excellency  will,  I  hope,  for  this  cause,  excuse  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  entreat  you,  beforehand,  to  become  my  me- 
diator with  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  obtain  for  me  all  documents, 
vouchers,  and  evidence,  whatsoever,  in  the  possession,  and  under  the 
control  of  Spain,  appertaining  to  my  demands,  that  I  may  prepare 
them,  in  case  of  need,  for  exhibition  to  the  commissioners.     I  still  do 
not  surrender  the  hope,  that  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  best  evidence 
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of  mj  claim,  will  be  so  considered  by  the  commissioDers ;  but  I  can' 
not  state  with  too  much  strength  to  your  excellency  my  solicitude  to 
possess  the  means  of  encountering  a  contrary  determination. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, , 

R.  W.  MEADE. 
To  his  Excellency  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga. 


Philadblphia,  October  10,  1822. 

Sir  :  On  the  4th  of  April  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
excellency  a  letter  enclosing  copies  of  two  notes,  which  had  passed 
between  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819,  and  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  appeared  to  affect  the  liquidation  of  my  claim.  I  then  commu- 
nicated to  your  excellency  my  apprehension,  arising  as  well  from  a 
portion  of  this  correspondence,  as  from  declarations  made  by  one  of 
the  commissioners,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  under  the 
«eal  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  might  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  or 
satisfactory,  and  that  I  might  want  all  the  documents,  vouchers,  and 
evidence,  with  which  the  justice  of  that  liquidation  had  been  made  ap- 
parent to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  which,  in  obedience  to  a  formal 
requisition,  I  had  delivered  up  while  in  Spain,  entreating  your  excel- 
lency, at  the  same  time,  to  become  my  mediator  with  your  sovereign^ 
to  obtain  these  for  me.  Since  my  last  address  to  your  excellency^ 
nothing  has  occurred  to  allay  the  apprehension  I  then  expressed  ;  but^ 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  received  a  formal  notice  that  the  commission- 
ers, on  the  27th  of  June,  judicially  made  known  an  intention  not  to 
regard  the  liquidation  of  the  Spanish  crown,  but  to  require  other 
proofs  of  the  amount  and  justice  of  my  claim.  Though  still  not  alto- 
gether without  hope  that  further  reflection  on  the  subject  will  satisfy 
these  gentlemen  how  utterly  inconsistent  such  a  course  of  proceeding 
would  be  with  the  soundest  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  comity  of 
friendly  nations,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prepare  for  the  worst. 
Presuming  that,  since  my  application  to  your  excellency  to  obtain 
eyery  desired  instruction  from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  I  cannot  restrain' 
my  solicitude  to  be  informed  whether  I  may  rely  upon  the  interposi- 
tion of  Spain  in  the  production,  if  necessary,  of  the  documents, 
vouchers,  and  evidence  particularly  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  April 
last.  Your  excellency  will,  I  trust,  perceive  in  the  approaching 
zneeting  of  the  commissioners^  an  apology  for  my  present  urgent  in- 
quiry. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c.^  &c 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Joaquin  db  Anduaga. 
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I. 

LMcr  of  the  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  H.  W.  Meade. 

[TranBlatedJ 

PniLADELPniA,  October  16,  1822. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  in  which  you  are 
pleased  to  communicate  to  me  that  the  commission  installed  at  Wash- 
ington,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  had  judi- 
cially declared,  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  its  intention  of  considering 
as  null  the  liquidation  made  by  the  Spanish  government  of  your  de- 
mands against  it,  and  of  requiring  other  proofs  of  the  value  and  jus- 
tice of  said  demand ;  and  you  conclude  your  letter  by  asking  me 
whether  you  can  depend  on  the  interposition  of  Spain  in  your  behalf, 
and,  in  case  of  need^  of  being  enabled  to  procure  and  present  all  the 
documents,  official  proceedings,  and  evidence  to  which  your  letter, 
addressed  to  me  in  April  of  this  year,  refers. 

I  have  been  surprised  beyond  measure  at  what  you  are  pleased  to 
impart  to  me  respecting  the  determination  of  the  commission,  and  I 
flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  persist  therein,  when  it  reflects  on  the 
injustice  it  involves,  and  on  the  libel  it  imports  on  my  government. 
The  duty  and  the  wishes  of  the  commission  in  the  examination  of 
your  claim,  can  have  no  other  object  than  that  of  convincing  itself  of 
its  justice,  in  order  to  adjudicate  to  you  its  amount.  To  obtain  this, 
it  ought  to  require  of  you  the  presentation  of  the  most  authentic  docu- 
ments known  to  the  country  in  which  your  claim  originated ;  and,  if 
you  exhibit  these,  and  prove  them  to  possess  the  highest  character  of 
authenticity,  and  that  they  are  sanctioned  by  the  established  tribunals 
for  such  purposes  in  that  country,  and  by  those  persons  to  whom,  as 
the  heads  of  that  government,  entire  credit  should  be  accorded,  no 
corporations  or  individuals  existing  of  higher  grade^  or  in  whom 
greater  confidence  can  be  placed,  it  is  obvious  that  the  commission 
Cannot  ask  for  evidence  more  satisfactory.  Well,  then,  the  liquida- 
tion made  of  your  demands  by  the  Spanish  government  took  place  at 
the  particular  instance  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid : 
it  was  not  the  work  of  persons  selected  by  the  ministry  of  Spain,  but 
of  its  most  respectable  tribunals  ;  it  was  not  investigated  by  one  alone, 
but  by  various  commissions,  composed  of  individuals  of  the  strictest 

Srobity,  of  the  highest  rank,  and  of  no  disposition  to  favor  you ;  and, 
nally,  after  the  most  rigorous  examination,  it  received  the  sanction 
of  the  King  himself.  It  is  also  well  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  all 
this  was  eflected,  it  by  no  means  appeared  that  the  United  Statea 
would  assume  to  pay  this  debt ;  and  when  the  liquidation  which  had 
been  accomplished,  was  communicated  by  the  minister  of  state  to  the 
minister  ot  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  he  not  only  did  not  make 
any  objection  to  it,  but,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  returned  his 
thanks,  and  manifested  every  satisfaction  with  it.  This  liquidation, 
thus  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  admitted  and  approved 
by  the  minister  of  the  United  Slates,  is  the  one  which  you  present  to 
the  commission ;  and  what  document  can  my  government  give  you 
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that  would  be  more  oonclusiye?  Will  the  commission  pUoe  greater 
faith  in  the  authentication  of  a  notary  public,  or  of  a  merchant,  than 
in  the  attestation  of  the  council  of  fiuance,  the  supreme  tribunal  of 
auditors,  the  treasurer  general,  the  minister  of  finance,  or,  in  one  word, 
the  King  himself?  Will  the  commission  refuse  its  faith  to  the  mon- 
arch and  the  constituted  authorities  whom  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  respects  ?  Can  it  be  doubted  that  Spain  would  have  acted 
with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  in  forming  a  liquidation  at  a  time 
of  her  greatest  financial  difficulties,  whilst  she  believed  herself  bound 
to  satisfy  it  ? 

Although  I  am  pursuaded  that  these  reflections  have  already  been 
made  by  you,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  premise  them,  in  order  to 
observe  that  the  natural  consequence  to  be  deduced  from  them  is,  that 
the  Spanish  government  will  regard  as  a  serious  insult,  that  what  in 
Spain  is  acknowledged  as  most  sacred  and  respectable,  should  here  be 
proDunoed  of  no  value  ;  that  it  will  never  consent  to  have  questioned 
the  legality  and  purity  with  which  your  liquidation  was  made,  and 
which  is  accompanied  by  all  the  marks  of  authenticity  which  it  can 
give  it  ;  and,  in  fine,  though  it  should  be  practicable  to  reunite  all 
the  documents  upon  which  that  liquidation  was  made,  his  Catholic 
Majesty  knows  too  well  what  is  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  ministers,  and  to  the  integrity  of  his  tribuaals,  to  consent 
that  a  foreificn  commission  shall  deem  itself  authorized  to  revise  their 
decrees.  With  respect  to  every  other  point,  you  may  rest  assured  that 
I  am  ready  to  exert  every  good  office  near  this  government  which  you 
may  think  necessary, 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOAQUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

BiCHARD  W.  MSADB,  EsQ. 


K. 

THIRD  KEMORIAL. 


To  ike  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  hdxoeen  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  their  memorialist,  Richard  W.  Meade,  respectfully  shows : 

That,  conformably  to  a  wish  expressed  by  the  commissioners  at 
their  session  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  he  has  been  apprised,  through 
the  kindness  of  a  gentlemen  then  present,  that  pursuing  the  idea  con- 
tained in  a  letter  addressed  by  .the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1822,  other  proofs  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  your  memorialist  might  be  required  than  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  justice  and  amount  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish  monar- 

Although  your  memorialist  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  such 
a  requisition,  and  against  it  begs  leave  now  to  enter  his  respectful 
but  solemn  protest,  he  has  most  anxiously  exerted  himself  to  meet 
this  aspect  of  the  case,  and  to  procure  all  the  documents,  vouchers, 
and  evidence,  upon  which  the  liquidation  of  his  claim  was  effected  in 
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Spain,  as  was  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty.  For  that  purpose 
he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  Don  Joaquin  De  Andnaga, 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  as  early 
as  the  4th  of  April  last,  and  a  second  letter  on  tho  10th  of  October 
last,  copies  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed.  To  the  first  of  his  letters 
your  memorialist  received  no  reply,  its  contents  necessarily  requiring 
a  delay,  during  which  communication  might  be  had  by  the  Spanish 
minister  with  his  government.  To  this  second  letter  your  memorial- 
ist received  an  answer  under  date  of  the  18th  of  October,  1822,  a 
translated  copy  of  which  is  also  hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  de- 
posited for  inspection,  if  necessary,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commissioners.  The  result  of  the  correspondence  for  which 
your  memorialist  solicits  particular  attention,  has  been  an  entire  fail- 
ure to  procure  the  required  proofs,  after  a  resort  to  the  only  expedient 
in  his  power.  He  has  thus,  however,  clearly  evinced  his  own  dispo- 
sition to  shed  upon  the  subject  every  light  that  can  be  desired.  Upon 
a  former  occasion  he  laid  before  the  commissioners  the  duplicate  au- 
thenticated copies  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  due  to  him  both 
in  his  own  right  and  in  his  representative  right  as  the  agent  of  others ; 
originals  of  which  he  has  now  also  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  commissioners.  He  has  likewise  left  with  the  said  sec- 
retary, two  official  letters  addressed  to  him  by  Don  Bruno  Bailerino, 
member  of  the  Supreme  council  of  the  ladies,  and  president  of  the 
board  or  tribunal  appointed  in  Spain  to  liquidate  his  accounts,  trans- 
lated copies  of  which  are  annexed,  and  which  attest  the  fact,  that  all 
the  original  documents,  vouchers,  and  evidence  which  your  memorial- 
ist held,  were  exacted  from  him  by  that  tribunal,  and  on  the  liquida- 
tion being  sanctioned  by  the  King^  were  transmitted  to  the  minister 
of  finance,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  departments  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belonged. 

Your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  add^  that,  on  his  arrival  in  his  na- 
tive city  from  Spain,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  August, 
1820  ;  and  on  the  date  following,  he  transmitted  to  that  gentleman 
translated  copies  of  the  liquidation  and  of  the  official  communication 
made  to  your  memorialist  by  the  minister  of  finance  in  Spain,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  same  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  now  respectfully  prays  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  deposited  with  the  secret;iry  of  the 
commissioners,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proper  organ  of  the 
Executive  department  of  our  government,  after  a  lull  view  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  with  all  the  documents  in  his  possession,  and  subject  to  his 
able  scrutiny,  from  the  18th  of  August  to  the  6th  of  September,  not 
only  did  not  intimate  an  objection  to  the  time,  place,  form,  or  sub- 
stance, of  the  liquidation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  offered  his  *^  congrcUU' 
IcUiona  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  your  memorialist  with  the 
Spanish  government,  and  assured  him  that  his  government feit  not  a  lU- 
tie  gratification  in  having  at  all  contrHyuted  to  the  satisfactory  result. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  submits  that  his  case  is  one  of  a  pe- 
culiar nature :  It  stands  alone.    A  formal  adjudication  in.  his  favor 
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has  been  made  by  a  competent  tribunal,  with  tbe  sanction  of  the  high- 
est authority  known  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the  claim 
originated,  and  at  the  express  instance  of  his  own  government ;  after 
such  adjudication,  the  result  was  officially  communicated  by  the  Span- 
ish government  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  ;  these  govern- 
ments interchanged  sentiments  of  mutual  satisfaction  respecting  it ; 
and  his  own  government  addressed  your  memorialist  in  strong  and 
animated  terms,  approving  the  adjustment,  and  assuming  with  rea- 
son, some  merit  for  having  effected  its  accomplishment  I  Nor  can 
your  memorialist,  with  propriety,  omit  to  mention  that  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1821,  which  was  by  him  laid  before  the  Senate,  prior  to 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in  which  your  memorialist  humbly  prayed 
that  if  it  were  not  perfectly  well  understood  that  he  was  able  to  he  paid 
by  the  American  government,  a  declaration  to  that  effect  might  be 
annexed  to  the  ratification,  and  his  claim  explicitly  excluded  from  its 
operation,  as  it  was  his  wish  to  retain  unimpaired  the  responsibility 
of  his  acknowledged  debtor  ;  and  that  said  memo  rial  was  entered  upon 
thejonrnals  of  the  Senate,  and  the  treaty  ratified. 

icur  memorialist  considered,  and  does,  and  ever  must,  consider  the 
amount  of  his  claim  as  a  private  debt  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him 
from  Spain  as  such.     The  government  of  the  United  States  had  no 
constitutional  or  legal  right  to  cancel  it,  nor  to  exonerate  Spain 
from  her  liability  to  pay  it,  without  themselves  dischargirg  it.     The 
protection  of  his  government  was  asked  in  the  exercise  of  his  inhe-- 
rent  right  ns  a  native  citizen  to  do  so  ;  but,  in  asking  that  protection 
he  could  not  be  supposed  to  confer  a  power  arbitrarily  to  place  your 
memorialist  in  a  situation  much  worse  than  any  he  could  possibly  have 
been  in  had  it  never  been  solicited  or  granted.     Spain  declares  that 
the  debt  was  justly  due  by  her^  and  that  she  has  given  full  value  for 
the  amount  to  the  United  States  ;  while  the  latter  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
duly  ratified,  and  become  the  law  of  the  land,  has  agreed  to  assume 
and  pay  it.     Nor  is  it  immaterial  to  remember,  that  it  appears  from 
the  documents  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners, previous  to  November,  1821,  that  he  officially  knew  long  be- 
fore the  original  treaty  was  first  signed  at  Washington,  the  amount 
claimed  by  your  memorialist  from  Spain,  than  which  the  sum  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  by  the  liquidation  is  less  by  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  that  these  documents  were  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  that  of  course  when  the  negotiation  was  pro- 
ceeding, its  conductors  were  aware  how  much  was  demanded  and  how 
much  they  admitted  and  provided  for.     The  certificate  of  Don  Luis 
de  Onis  one  of  the  negotiators,  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
missioners in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  liobert  Barry,  distinctly  attests 
the  object  and  intenton  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  to  the  claim  of 
your  memorialist,  and  that  to  embrace  its  entire  payment  was  within 
their  contemplation. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  respectfully  suggests,  that  if  it  will  be 
deemed  right  and  just,  though  he  confidently  hopes  it  will  not,  to  regard 
the  Spanish  liquidation  as  wholly  null,  and  to  revise  its  foundations 
and  proofs,  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty, 
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which  points  out  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  all  similar  cases  ;  a  course 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  and  Spain^  which  the  com- 
missioners alone  are  competent  to  take  ;  and  the  only  one  from  which 
a  satisfactory  result  can  be  reasonably  expected. 
And  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


L. 

Opinion  of  Judge  White  in  the  case  of  R.  W.  Meade. 

1st.  As  to  citizenship.  Upon  this  point  the  board  are  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt  that  he  is  a  citizen  ;  the  proceeding  of  the  Executive,  and 
of  the  Clongress  of  the  United  States,  close  this  question.  Both  these 
departments  of  the  government  interfered  in  this  case,  when  confined 
in  Spain,  upon  the  ground  of  his  being  a  citizen ;  and  the  government 
of  Spain  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and  predicated  several  of  its  acts 
upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  subject  of  Spain,  but  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  face  of  these  acts  of  both  governments,  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt  his  being  a  citizen.  He  is  one  of  those  intended  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  treaty,  provided  he  has  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish 
government  which  will  fall  within  either  of  the  five  clauses  enumer- 
ted  in  the  ninth  article. 

That  he  has  a  valid  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government ;  that  it 
existed  prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  ;  and  that  it  is  one  of  those  of 
which  the  United  States  assumed  the  payment,  are  points  necessary 
to  be  established,  before  this  board  can  make  any  allowance. 

To  ascertain  how  far  these  propositions  are  supported,  we  must  re- 
cur to  the  proofs.  They  deviate  into  two  classes :  the  one  details 
matters  which  happened  before  the  date  of  the  treaty ;  the  other 
things  transacted  after  its  date. 

As  to  the  first : 

1st.  Copies  of  several  papers,  five  in  number,  which  passed  among 
the  officers  of  the  Spanish  government. 

From  these  it  appears,  that  on  the  12th  of  September,  1816,  a  royal 
order  was  passed  by  which  all  debts  which  weighed  upon  the  roya 
treasury  should  be  incorporated  in  the  national  debt,  except  such 
as  were  due  to  foreigners.  That  Mr.  Meade,  and  others,  claimed  debts 
due  to  them  as  falling  within  the  exception,  they  being  foreigners. 
Whether  Mr.  MeaJe  was  a  foreigner  or  not,  became  a  question.  The 
proper  officers  are  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  Under  date 
of  the  21st  March,  1816,  a  report  is  made  to  his  excellency,  the  cap- 
tain general,  by  Joaquin  de  la  Pena  y  Santander,  in  which  he  enu- 
merates the  circumstances  that  would  entitle  Mr.  Meade  to  the  appel- 
lation of  subject  or  foreigner ;  and  says,  that  he  does  not  know  what 
the  facts  are,  but  that  he  can  inquire  into  and  put  them  upon  the  re- 
cordy  if  required.  On  the  28th  of  March,  there  is  an  order  that  it  be 
sent  back  to  the  assessor  general  of  the  sub-delegation,  that  he  may 
extend  the  report  accordingly.     On  the  26th  of  April,  1816,  the  re- 
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port  is  made  that  Mr.  Meade  is  a  foreigner  ;  in  other  words,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  tlie  debt  due  to  him  as  one  of  the  debts 
assumed  in  the  royal  order,  and  to  be  j^ate?.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
the  Marquis  of  Casteldosius  makes  a  similar  report.  On  the  9th Sep- 
tember, 1816,  an  o£Scial  note  is  communicated  from  the  intendant  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  army  and  of  the  royal  finance  of  Cadiz,  in  which 
he  says :  ^^The  general  treasurer  of  the  kingdom  makes  me  the  fol- 
lowing communication^  under  date  of  the  3d  instant.  The  following 
royal  order  has  been  communicated  to  me,  under  the  date  of  August 
22d,  by  the  department  of  finance.  In  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  council  of  finance,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  respecting  Messrs. 
Bichard  Byan,  Richard  Meade,  Francis  Scotto,  Bicbard  Hackley,  and 
Peter  Charles  Tupper,  who,  as  foreignersj  solicit  that  their  respective 
claims  against  the  royal  treasury  be  comprehended  in  the  exception 
made  in  favor  of  foreigners,  as  declared  by  the  royal  order  of  the  12th 
of  September,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  their  debts  should  be 
paid,asit  wets  promised  to  them,  and  according  to  the  said  royal  order 
of  September  12th,  after  the  same  are  duly  liquidated^"  &b. 

From  these  documents,  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Meade  had  some 
demands  upon  ihe  Spanish  government  prior  to  the  12th  of  September, 
1815.  That  after  that  day  he  applied  for  payment.  That  payment 
was  refused,  upon  the  grounds  of  the  royal  order  of  that  date.  That 
he  insisted  he  fell  within  the  exception,  as  he  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  That  the  question  of  foreigner  or  not,  was  deliberately 
inquired  into^  settled,  and  reported  upon,  from  the  21st  March  to 
9th  September,  1816.  That,  during  this  period,  every  officer 
through  whose  hands  this  matter  passes,  acts  under  the  conviction 
that  the  Spanish  government  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  the 
only  doubt  is  whether  the  debt  shall  be  paid  as  promised^  or  incor- 
porated in  the  national  debt.  Finally,  it  is  determined,  that  his 
case  is  within  the  exception,  and  shall  be  paid  as  promised ^  when 
liquidated. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose,  that  these  proceedings  could  have 
taken  place,  if  Mr.  Meade  had  not  a  well-tbunded  claim  upon  the 
Spanish  government^  at  least  one  which  they  were  disposd  to  consider 
well  founded.  If  he  had  no  claim  upon  the  treasury,  he  would  not 
have  been  told,  your  claim  cannot  be  paid  as  protnised,  because  it 
must  be  incorporated  in  the  national  debt.  The  short  and  correct  an- 
swer would  have  been,  you  have  no  claim,  and  therefore  you  will  not 
be  paid  any  thing.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  so 
many  officers,  from  those  in  the  lower  departments  of  the  treasury 
and  finance,  up  to  the  King  himself,  Would  have  been  engaged  from 
March  to  September  in  examining  a  question,  the  determination  of 
which  would  have  been  entirely  useless,  if  no  well-founded  claim  ex- 
isted. I  therefore  conclude,  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a  claim  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  promised  ;  but 
this  claim  had  not  been  liquidated,  and  therefore  the  precise  sum  due 
was  not  ascertained,  nor  is  it  known  x)n  what  account  Spain  became 
indebted  to  him. 

2d.  The  next  documents  I  mee^t  with  are  those  relating  to  the  im- 
priaonment  of  Mr.  Meade.     They  give  us  this  information :  that  dur- 
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ing  his  residence  in  Spain^  he  had,  with  the  consent  of  all  concerned, 
heen  appointed  the  assignee  of  a  hankrupt's  estate ;  that  he  had  col- 
lected and  held  ready  for  distribution  ISO^OUO,  which  he  ultimately 
Said  into  the  royal  treasury,  in  treasury  notes,  in  obedience  to  a  man- 
ate  from  the  proper  tribui^al ;  that  the  agent  of  the  British  credi- 
tors sued  Mr.  Meade,  recovered  a  judgment  against  him,  and,  by  in- 
trigue, caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  on  the  2d  May,  1816,  in  which 
state  he  remained  until  the  interposition  of  the  American  government 
caused  a  royal  order  for  his  release,  dated  20th  April,  1818,  in  which 
are  recited  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  imprisoned  and  the 
sum  deposited,  &c. 

I  notice  these  documents  for  the  sake  of  saying,  that  the  money  for 
which  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned,  cannot  be  the  same  spoken  of  in 
the  document  before  noticed,  for  many  reasons : 

The  other  documents  speak  of  a  demand  which  Meade  had  upon 
the  treasury :  these  show  that  when  Meade  deposited  this  money,  he 
considered  that  he  had  discharged  his  trust,  and  had  no  concern  with 
it  afterwards. 

They  show  a  demand  for  Meade's  own  money,  which  would  be  in- 
corporated in  the  national  debt,  if  he  is  considered  a  subject  of  Spain ; 
— thi*^e  show  a  demand  against  the  treasury  for  money  not  Meade' s^ 
but  known  to  all,  in  part  at  least,  to  belong  to  British  subjects, which 
ought  not  to  be  incorporated,  whether  Meade  is  considered  a  subject 
or  not. 

They  speak  of  debt  due  to  Meade,  payment  of  which  had  been  prom- 
ised him,  but  the  amount  unliquidated. 

These  relate  to  a  specific  sum  deposited,  which  did  not  require  any 
liquidation. 

I  therefore  conclude  that,  whatever  claim  Mr.  Meade  had  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  was  not  afiected  by  his  imprisonment  or  release, 
even  if  we  suppose  the  Spanish  government  paid  the  deposit  at  the 
time  of  his  release,  or  at  any  rime  afterwards. 

3d.  Next  in  order,  I  meet  with  the  certificate  of  two  of  the  supreme 
junta,  established  for  the  government  and  defence  of  Cadiz  during  the 
invasion  of  the  French,  to  wit:  Jose  Manuel  de  Yadillo  and  Saloador 
Oazzon  de  Zalazor,  dated  27th  July,  1818. 

The  treaty  is  dated  22d  February,  1819 ;  it  was  soon  afterwards 
ratified  by  the  United  Ssates.  In  the  treaty  it  is  provided,  that,  if  it 
is  not  ratified  within  six  months  it  shall  be  void.  On  the  9th  March, 
1819,  Mr.  Meade  presents  to  the  King  a  second  memorial,  praying 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  with  him  ;  that  of  the  12th 
January,  1819,  not  having  been  attended  to. 

On  the  Tth  May,  1819,  the  commissioners  are  appointed.  On  the 
30th  September,  same  year,  a  report  is  made,  and  the  sum  of  near 
$500,000  awarded  Mr.  Meade  as  nis  whole  claim  against  the  Spanish 
government ;  on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  King  orders  the  report  to 
be  reconsidered ;  on  the  16th  November  there  is  a  second  report  award- 
ingthe  same  sum  ;  on  the  19th  May,  1820,  the  award  receives  the  royal 
approbation,  and  on  the  20th  May,  1820,  is  notified  to  Mr.  Meade.  la 
October,  (say  6th,)  1820,  the  cortes  advise  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
The  King  shortly  afterwards  does  ratify  it^  and,  on  the  19th  February^ 
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1821 ,  it  is  again  ratified  by  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States ;  the 
President  and  Senate  having  been  previously  notified  of  the  settle- 
ment made  with  Mr.  Meade,  and  of  the  sam  awarded  him  by  the 
Spanish  government. 

The  first  rule  which  I  lay  down  as  applicable  to  this  question  is, 
that  no  person,  either  natural  or  artificial,  can,  by  hia  acknowledg- 
ments or  admissions,  create  an  obligation  to  be  discharged  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  another,  unless  that  other  has,  by  some  means,  au- 
thorize him  to  do  so.  If  Spain  did  not  owe  this  debt  to  Mr.  Meade  at 
the  date  of  the  treaty,  but  contracted  it  afterwards,  it  is  not  one  of 
those  renounced,  and  Spain  is  still  responsible  for  it,  not  the  United 
States  ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected,  because  it  would  prove  a 
fact  which  would  avail  nothing.  If  Spain  did  owe  it  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  there  must  have  been  some  evidence  then  existing  of  the  demand, 
for  which  the  extent  of  liability,  could  be  ascertained.  That  evidence 
would  be  better  than  the  mere  settlement  with  the  Spanish  officers, 
and  ought  to  be  produced.  The  rule  is^  that  the  best  evidence  in  the 
party's  possession  or  power  ought  always  to  be  produced,  or  some  rea- 
sonable account  given  why  it  is  not.  This  is  not,  as  has  been  argued, 
a  contracted  rule,  applicable  alone  to  the  municipal  courts  of  any  one 
country.  It  is  a  rule  founded  in  reaaon^  not  established  by  any  statute, 
and  applicable  to  all  cases,  in  aU  countries,  the  judicial  proceedings  of 
which  are  worthy  of  imitation.  Why  is  it  that  we  notice  the  protest 
of  the  master  of  a  vessel,  letters  written  about  the  time  of  a  transac- 
tion of  long  standing,  &c.  ?  Because,  from  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions to  which  they  allude,  they  are  likely  to  give  a  correct  account 
of  it,  and  the  ofier  of  them  does  not  in  itself  imply  that  the  party  has 
it  reasonably  in  his  power  to  produce  evidence  more  satisfactory  ;  but 
holds  it  back^  and  offers  the  inferior  evidence,  to  obtain  an  advantage 
which  he  would  lose  if  the  better  were  produced. 

The  rule  is,  that  no  party  shall  have  the  benefit  of  evidence  to  es- 
tablish a  fact,  which  evidence  in  itself  implies  that  there  is  better 
evidence  which  the  party  could  produce,  by  reasonable  exertions,  to 
establish  the  same  fact,  because  the  not  producing  the  better,  creates 
a  presumption  that  it  would  disclose  something  which  would  deprive 
him  of  a  benefit  which  he  seeks  to  obtain. 

Apply  this  rule  to  the  present  case.  The  claimant  offers  as  evidence 
to  prove  the  account  that  Spain  owed  him  for  breach  of  contract  at  the 
date  of  his  treaty,  a  settlement  made  with  the  government  twelve  or 
fifteen  months  after  its  date :  well,  there  may  be  some  mistake  in  this 
matter :  the  sum  awarded  may  be  too  little — it  may  be  too  much. 
Some  of  the  claims  set  up  may  be  such  as  do  not  fall  within  either  of 
the  five  classes  specified  in  this  treaty.  The  evidence  from  which  this 
settlement  was  made  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  award  :  let 
us  see  this ;  if  you  do  not,  we  must  suppose  that  there  is  some  one  or 
more  of  the  items  that  constitute  this  account,  which  you  know  we 
cannot  include  in  the  statement  we  would  make,  and,  therefore,  you 
offer  this  less  satisfactory  evidence  :  you  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
use  it,  more  especially  when  we  see,  from  other  documents,  that  you 
were  apprised  as  early  as  February,  1821,  that  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  upon  this  very  point ;  and  therefore  both  you  and  the  Spanish 


342  RICHARD   W.   UEABE. 

H. 

Letter  of  Richard  W.  Meade  to  the  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga. 

^  PniLADBLPHiA,  Jpril  4,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  commnnicate  to  your  excellency  copies 
of  two  notes  which  have  passed  hetween  the  commissioners,  under  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819,  and  Mr.  Adams,  the  secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  dated,  respectively,  the  6th  and 
9th  of  March  last.  My  principal  motive  for  this  commuuication  is, 
to  apprise  your  excelleucy  and  the  Spanish  government  of  the  view 
If  hich  the  Secretary  of  State  seems  disposed  to  take  of  the  liquidation 
of  my  claim  J  notwithstanding  it  was  made  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner by  the  Crown  of  Spain,  at  the  express  solicitation  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister  at  Madrid,  and  was  consummated  before  the  effectual 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  either  Spain  or  the  United  States.  If^ 
according  to  the  present  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  the  full 
understanding  of  the  contracting  parties  that  all  the  claims,  includ- 
ing of  course  my  own,  should  be  decided  by  the  commissioners  upon 
such  proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  requre,  and  that  such  a 
transaction  as  the  liquidation  of  my  claim  is  to  be  of  no  effect  what- 
ever, it  must  probably  be  known  to  your  excellency,  or  to  that  de- 
partment of  your  excellency's  government  which  has  the  cognizance 
of  these  matters  ;  and,  if  it  was  really  so  understood,  while  1  shall 
have  cause  to  regret  that  I  have  never  been  before  apprised  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, I  may  at  least  hope,  as  an  indemnity,  for  such  assistance 
from  Spain  as  will  enable  me  to  make  the  justice  of  the  liquidation  as 
apparent  to  the  commissioners  as  it  was  to  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
It  IS  known  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  this  liquidation  in  Spain, 
that  the  original  vouchers  and  documents  by  which  many  of  my  de- 
mands were  supported,  were  delivered  up  by  me  upon  a  formal  requi- 
sition to  that  effect ;  and  that  in  some  instances  the  records  and  pa- 
pers of  certain  of  the  Spanish  offices  furnished  material  evidence  upon 
the  subject.  If,  contrary  to  what  I  regard  as  the  fundamental  rules 
of  evidence,  and  more  especially  the  obligations  of  cjmity  between 
nations,  the  commissioners  shall  treat  this  liquidation  as  a  nullity,  (a 
result  which  the  declaration  of  one  of  the  commissioners  compels  me 
to  apprehend,)  your  excellency  will  at  once  perceive  my  embarrass- 
ment, and  that  it  will  require  the  effectual  interposition  of  Spain  to 
prevent  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  from  becoming  the  cause  of  its  rejection  from  the  treaty. 
Nothing  but  the  possession  of  the  original  vouchers,  and  all  the  other 
evidence  by  which  the  claim  was  sustained  in  Spain,  can  obviate  this 
mischief ;  and  your  excellency  will,  I  hope,  for  this  cause,  excuse  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  entreat  you,  beforehand,  to  become  my  me- 
diator with  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  obtain  for  me  all  documents, 
vouchers,  and  evidence,  whatsoever,  in  the  possession,  and  under  the 
control  of  Spain,  appertaining  to  my  demands,  that  I  may  prepare 
them,  in  case  of  need,  for  exhibition  to  the  commissioners.  I  still  do 
not  surrender  the  hope^  that  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  best  evidence 
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of  my  claim,  will  be  so  considered  by  the  commissioners ;  but  I  can* 
not  state  with  too  much  strength  to  your  excellency  my  solicitude  to 
possess  the  means  of  encountering  a  contrary  determination. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c.^ 

R.  W.  MEADE. 
To  his  Excellency  Don  Joaqtjin  de  Akduaga. 


Philadelphia,  October  10,  1822. 

Sir  :  On  the  4th  of  April  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
excellency  a  letter  enclosing  copies  of  two  notes,  which  had  passed 
between  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819,  and  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  appeared  to  affect  the  liquidation  of  my  claim.  I  then  commu- 
nicated to  your  excellency  my  apprehension,  arising  as  well  from  a 
portion  of  this  correspondence,  as  from  declarations  made  by  one  of 
the  commissioners,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  under  the 
49eal  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  might  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  or 
satisfactory,  and  that  I  might  want  all  the  documents,  vouchers,  and 
evidence,  with  which  the  justice  of  that  liquidation  had  been  made  ap- 
parent to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  which,  in  obedience  to  a  formal 
requisition,  I  had  delivered  up  while  in  Spain,  entreating  your  excel- 
lency, at  the  same  time,  to  become  my  mediator  with  your  sovereign, 
to  obtain  these  for  me.  Since  my  last  address  to  your  excellency, 
nothing  has  occurred  to  allay  the  apprehension  I  then  expressed ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  received  a  formal  notice  that  the  commission- 
ers, on  the  27th  of  June,  judicially  made  known  an  intention  not  to 
regard  the  liquidation  of  the  Spanish  crown,  but  to  require  other 
proofs  of  the  amount  and  justice  of  my  claim.  Though  still  not  alto- 
gether without  hope  that  further  reflection  on  the  subject  will  satisfy 
these  gentlemen  how  utterly  inconsistent  such  a  course  of  proceeding 
would  be  with  the  soundest  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  comity  of 
friendly  nations,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prepare  for  the  worst. 
Presuming  that,  since  my  application  to  your  excellency  to  obtain 
every  desired  instruction  from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  1  cannot  restrain 
my  solicitude  to  be  informed  whether  I  may  rely  upon  the  interposi- 
tion of  Spain  in  the  production,  if  necessary,  of  the  documents, 
vouchers,  and  evidence  particularly  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  April 
last.  Your  excellency  will,  I  trust,  perceive  in  the  approaching 
meeting  of  the  commissioners^  an  apology  for  my  present  urgent  in- 
quiry. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Joaquin  db  Anduaga. 
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Jjitter  of  the  Chevalier  Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  R.   W,  Meade. 

[Tranfilated.] 

FniLADELPniA,  October  16,  1822. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  in  which  you  are 
pleased  to  communicate  to  me  that  the  commission  installed  at  Wash- 
ington, in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  had  judi- 
cially declared,  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  its  intention  of  considering 
as  nnll  the  liquidation  made  by  the  Spanish  government  of  your  de- 
mands against  it,  and  of  requiring  other  proo&  of  the  value  and  jus- 
tice of  said  demand ;  and  you  conclude  your  letter  by  asking  me 
whether  you  can  depend  on  the  interposition  of  Spain  in  your  behalf, 
and,  in  case  of  need^  of  being  enabled  to  procure  and  present  all  the 
documents,  official  proceedings,  and  eviaence  to  which  your  letter, 
addressed  to  me  in  April  of  this  year,  refers. 

I  have  been  surprised  beyond  measure  at  what  you  are  pleased  to 
impart  to  me  respecting  the  determination  of  the  commission,  and  I 
flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  persist  therein,  when  it  reflects  on  the 
injustice  it  involves,  and  on  the  libel  it  imports  on  my  government. 
The  duty  and  the  wishes  of  the  commission  in  the  examination  of 
your  claim,  can  have  no  other  object  than  that  of  convincing  itself  of 
its  justice,  in  order  to  adjudicate  to  you  its  amount.  To  obtain  this, 
it  ought  to  require  of  you  the  presentation  of  the  most  authentic  docu- 
ments known  to  the  country  in  which  your  claim  originated ;  and,  if 
you  exhibit  these,  and  prove  them  to  possess  the  highest  character  of 
authenticity,  and  that  they  are  sanctioned  by  the  established  tribunals 
for  such  purposes  in  that  country,  and  by  those  persons  to  whom,  as 
the  heads  of  that  government,  entire  credit  should  be  accorded,  no 
corporations  or  individuals  existing  of  higher  grade^  or  in  whom 
greater  confidence  can  be  placed,  it  is  obvious  that  the  commission 
Cannot  ask  for  evidence  more  satisfactory.  Well,  then,  the  liquida- 
tion made  of  your  demands  by  the  Spanish  government  took  place  at 
the  particular  instance  of  the  minister  of  the  IJnited  States  at  Madrid : 
it  was  not  the  work  of  persons  selected  by  the  ministry  of  Spain,  but 
of  its  most  respectable  tribunals  ;  it  was  not  investigated  by  one  alone, 
but  by  various  commissions,  composed  of  individuals  of  the  strictest 
probity,  of  the  highest  rank,  and  of  no  disposition  to  favor  you ;  and, 
finally,  after  the  most  rigorous  examination,  it  received  the  sanction 
of  the  King  himself.  It  is  also  well  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  all 
this  was  effected,  it  by  no  means  appeared  that  the  United  Statea 
would  assume  to  pay  this  debt ;  and  when  the  liquidation  which  had 
been  accomplished,  was  communicated  by  the  minister  of  state  to  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  he  not  only  did  not  make 
any  objection  to  it,  but,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  returned  his 
thanks,  and  manifested  every  satisfaction  with  it.  This  liquidation, 
thus  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  admitted  and  approved 
by  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  is  the  one  which  you  present  to 
the  commission ;  and  what  document  can  my  government  give  yoa 
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that  would  be  more  conclasive?  Will  the  commission  pljuse  greater 
faith  ia  the  authentication  of  a  notary  public,  or  of  a  merchant,  than 
in  the  attestation  of  the  council  of  finance,  the  supreme  tribunal  of 
auditors,  the  treasurer  general,  the  minister  of  finance,  or,  in  one  word, 
the  King  himself?  Will  the  commission  refuse  its  faith  to  the  mon- 
arch and  the  constituted  authorities  whom  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  respects  ?  Can  it  be  doubted  that  Spain  would  have  acted 
with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  in  forming  a  liquidation  at  a  time 
of  her  greatest  financial  difficulties,  whilst  she  believed  herself  bound 
to  satisfy  it  ? 

Although  I  am  purauaded  that  these  reflections  have  already  been 
made  by  you,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  premise  them,  in  order  to 
observe  that  the  natural  consequence  to  be  deduced  from  them  is,  that 
the  Spanish  government  will  regard  as  a  serious  insult,  that  what  in 
Spain  is  acknowledged  as  most  sacred  and  respectable,  should  here  be 
pronunced  of  no  value  ;  that  it  will  never  consent  to  have  questioned 
the  legality  and  purity  with  which  your  liquidation  was  made,  and 
which  is  accompanied  by  all  the  marks  of  authenticity  which  it  can 
give  it ;  and,  in  fine^  though  it  should  be  practicable  to  reunite  all 
the  documents  upon  which  that  liquidation  was  made,  his  Catholic 
Majesty  knows  too  well  what  is  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputa- 
tion ot  his  ministers,  and  to  the  integrity  of  his  tribunals,  to  consent 
that  a  foreign  commission  shall  deem  itself  authorized  to  revise  their 
decrees.  With  respect  to  every  other  point,  you  may  rest  assured  that 
I  am  ready  to  exert  every  good  office  near  this  government  which  you 
may  think  necessary. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOAQUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

BiCHARD  W.  MSADB,  ESQ. 


K. 

XHIED  MBMOBIAL. 


To  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  hetioeen  the  United  States  and 
Spainy  their  memorialist^  Richard  W,  Meade,  respectfully  shows : 

That,  conformably  to  a  wish  expressed  by  the  commissioners  at 
their  session  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  he  has  been  apprised,  through 
the  kindness  of  a  gentlemen  then  present,  that  pursuing  the  idea  con- 
tained in  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1822,  other  proofs  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  your  memorialist  might  be  required  than  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  justice  and  amount  under  the  seal  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy. 

Although  your  memorialist  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  such 
a  requisition,  and  against  it  begs  leave  now  to  enter  his  respectful 
but  solemn  protest,  he  has  most  anxiously  exerted  himself  to  meet 
this  aspect  of  the  case,  and  to  procure  all  the  documents,  vouchers, 
and  evidence,  upon  which  the  liquidation  of  his  claim  was  efiected  in 
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Spain,  as  was  sanctioned  by  his  Catholic  Majesty.  For  that  purpose 
he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  Don  Joaqain  De  Anduaga, 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  Spain  to  the  United  States,  as  early 
as  the  4th  of  April  last,  and  a  second  letter  on  tho  10th  of  October 
last,  copies  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed.  To  the  first  of  his  letters 
your  memorialist  received  no  reply,  its  contents  necessarily  requiring 
a  delay,  during  which  communication  might  be  had  by  the  Spanish 
minister  with  his  government.  To  this  second  letter  your  memorial- 
ist received  an  answer  under  date  of  the  18th  of  October,  1822,  a 
translated  copy  of  which  is  also  hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  de- 
posited for  inspection,  if  necessary,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commissioners.  The  result  of  the  correspondence  for  which 
your  memorialist  solicits  parHcular  attention,  has  been  an  entire  fail- 
ure to  procure  the  required  proofs,  after  a  resort  to  the  only  expedient 
in  his  power.  He  has  thus,  however,  clearly  evinced  his  own  dispo- 
sition to  shed  upon  the  subject  every  light  that  can  be  desired.  Upon 
a  former  occasion  he  laid  before  the  commissioners  the  duplicate  au- 
thenticated copies  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  due  to  him  both 
in  his  own  right  and  in  his  representative  right  as  the  agent  of  others ; 
originals  of  which  he  has  now  also  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  commissioners.  He  has  likewise  left  with  the  said  sec- 
retary, two  official  letters  addressed  to  him  by  Don  Bruno  Bailerino, 
member  of  the  Supreme  council  of  the  ladies,  and  president  of  the 
board  or  tribunal  appointed  in  Spain  to  liquidate  his  accounte,  trans- 
lated copies  of  which  are  annexed,  and  which  attest  the  fact,  that  all 
the  original  documents,  vouchers,  and  evidence  which  your  memorial- 
ist held,  were  exacted  from  him  by  that  tribunal,  and  on  the  liquida- 
tion being  sanctioned  by  the  King^  were  transmitted  to  the  minister 
of  finance,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  departments  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belonged. 

Your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  add,  that,  on  his  arrival  in  his  na- 
tive city  from  Spain,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  August, 
1820  ;  and  on  the  date  following,  he  transmitted  to  that  gentleman 
translated  copies  of  the  liquidation  and  of  the  official  communication 
made  to  your  memorialist  by  the  minister  of  finance  in  Spain,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  same  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  now  respectfully  prays  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereto  annexed,  and  the  original  deposited  with  the  secretuy  of  the 
commissioners,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proper  organ  of  the 
Executive  department  of  our  government,  after  a  lull  view  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  with  all  the  documents  in  his  possession,  and  subject  to  his 
able  scrutiny,  from  the  18th  of  August  to  the  6th  of  September,  not 
only  did  not  intimate  an  objection  to  the  time,  place,  form,  or  sub- 
stance, of  the  liquidation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  offered  his  ^^congratth 
lotions  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  your  memoriaiist  with  the 
Spanish  government ^  and  assured  him  that  his  government  fdt  not  a  lit- 
tle gratijicaiion  in  Iiaving  at  aU  contributed  to  the  satisfactory  restdt. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  submite  that  his  case  is  one  of  a  pe- 
culiar nature :  It  stands  alone.    A  formal  adjudication  in.  his  favor 
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has  been  made  by  a  competent  tribunal,  with  tbe  sanction  of  the  high- 
est authority  known  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the  claim 
originated,  and  at  the  express  instance  of  his  own  government ;  after 
such  adjudication y  the  result  was  officially  communicated  by  the  Span- 
ish government  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  ;  these  govern- 
ments interchanged  sentiments  of  mutual  satisfaction  respecting  it ; 
and  his  own  government  addressed  your  memorialist  in  strong  and 
animated  terms,  approving  the  adjustment,  and  assuming  with  rea- 
son, some  merit  for  having  effected  its  accomplishment  I  Nor  can 
your  memorialist,  with  propriety,  omit  to  mention  that  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1821,  which  was  by  him  laid  before  the  Senate,  prior  to 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in  which  your  memorialist  humbly  prayed 
that  if  it  were  not  perfectly  well  understood  that  he  was  able  to  be  paid 
by  the  American  government,  a  declaration  to  that  effect  might  be 
annexed  to  the  ratification,  and  his  claim  explicitly  excluded  from  its 
operation,  as  it  was  his  wish  to  retain  unimpaired  the  responsibility 
of  his  acknowledged  debtor  ;  and  that  said  memorial  was  entered  upon 
thejonrnals  of  the  Senate,  and  the  treaty  ratified. 

icur  memorialist  considered,  and  does,  and  ever  must,  consider  the 
amount  of  his  claim  as  a  private  debt  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him 
from  Spain  as  such.     The  government  of  the  United  States  had  no 
constitutional  or  legal  right  to  cancel  it,  nor   to  exonerate  Spain 
from  her  liability  to  pay  it,- without  themselves  dischargirg  it.     The 
protection  of  his  government  was  asked  in  the  exercise  of  his  inhe- 
rent right  ns  a  native  citizen  to  do  so  ;  but,  in  asking  that  protection 
he  could  not  be  supposed  to  confer  a  power  arbitrarily  to  place  your 
memorialist  in  a  situation  much  worse  than  any  he  could  possibly  have 
been  in  had  it  never  been  solicited  or  granted.     Spain  declares  that 
the  debt  was  justly  due  by  her,  and  that  she  has  given  full  value  for 
the  amount  to  the  United  States  ;  while  the  latter  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
duly  ratified,  and  become  the  law  of  the  land,  has  agreed  to  assume 
and  pay  it.     Nor  is  it  immaterial  to  remember,  that  it  appears  from 
the  documents  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commis- 
sioners, previous  to  November,  1821,  that  he  officially  knew  long  be- 
fore the  original  treaty  was  first  signed  at  Washington,  the  amount 
claimed  by  your  memorialist  from  Spain,  than  which  the  sum  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  by  the  liquidation  is  less  by  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  that  these  documents  were  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  that  of  course  when  the  negotiation  was  pro- 
ceeding, its  conductors  were  aware  how  much  was  demanded  and  how 
much  they  admitted  and  provided  for.     The  certificate  of  Don  Luis 
de  Onis  one  of  the  negotiators,  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
missioners in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  liobert  Barry,  distinctly  attests 
the  object  and  intenton  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  to  the  claim  of 
your  memorialist,  and  that  to  embrace  its  entire  payment  was  within 
their  contemplation. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  respectfully  suggests,  that  if  it  will  be 
deemed  right  and  just,  though  he  confidently  hopes  it  will  not,  to  regard 
tbe  Spanish  liquidation  as  wholly  null,  and  to  revise  its  foundations 
and  proofs,  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty, 
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which  points  out  the  course  to  be  parstied  in  all  similar  cases  ;  a  coarse 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  and  Spain^  which  the  com- 
missioners alone  are  competent  to  take  ;  and  the  only  one  from  which 
a  satisfactory  result  can  be  reasonably  expected. 
And  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


L. 

Opinion  of  Judgt  White  in  the  case  of  JB.  W.  Meade, 

1st.  As  to  citizenship.  Upon  this  point  the  board  are  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt  that  he  is  a  citizen  ;  the  proceeding  of  the  Executive,  and 
of  the  Clongress  of  the  United  States,  close  this  question.  Both  these 
departments  of  the  government  interfered  in  this  case,  when  confined 
in  Spain,  upon  the  ground  of  his  being  a  citizen ;  and  the  government 
of  Spain  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and  predicated  several  of  its  acts 
upon  the  ground  that  he  yas  not  a  subject  of  Spain,  but  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  face  of  these  acts  of  both  governments,  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt  his  being  a  citizen.  He  is  one  of  those  intended  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  treaty,  provided  he  has  a  claim  upon  the  Spanish 
government  which  will  fall  within  either  of  the  five  clauses  enumer- 
ted  in  the  ninth  article. 

That  he  has  a  valid  claim  upon  the  Spanish  government ;  that  it 
existed  prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  ;  and  that  it  is  one  of  those  of 
which  the  United  States  assumed  the  payment,  are  points  necessary 
to  be  established,  before  this  board  can  make  any  allowance. 

To  ascertain  how  far  these  propositions  are  supported,  we  must  re- 
cur to  the  proofs.  They  deviate  into  two  classes :  the  one  details 
matters  which  happened  before  the  date  of  the  treaty ;  the  other 
things  transacted  after  its  date. 

As  to  the  first : 

1st.  Copies  of  several  papers,  five  in  number,  which  passed  among 
the  officers  of  the  Spanish  government. 

From  these  it  appears,  that  on  the  12th  of  September,  1815,  a  royal 
order  was  passed  by  which  all  debts  which  weighed  upon  the  roya 
treasury  should  be  incorporated  in  the  national  debt,  except  such 
as  were  due  to  foreigners.  That  Mr.  Meade,  and  others,  claimed  debts 
due  to  them  as  falling  within  the  exception,  they  being  foreigners. 
Whether  Mr.  Meade  was  a  foreigner  or  not,  became  a  question.  The 
proper  officers  are  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  Under  date 
of  the  21st  March,  1816,  a  report  is  made  to  his  excellency,  the  cap- 
tain general,  by  Joaquin  de  la  Pena  y  Santander,  in  which  he  enu- 
merates the  circumstances  that  would  entitle  Mr.  Meade  to  the  appel- 
lation of  avbject  or  foreigner ;  and  says,  that  he  does  not  know  what 
the /ac^«  are,  but  that  he  can  inquire  into  and  put  them  upon  the  re- 
cordy  if  required.  On  the  28th  of  March,  there  is  an  order  that  it  be 
sent  back  to  the  assessor  general  of  the  sub-delegation,  that  he  may 
extend  the  report  accordingly.     On  the  26th  of  April,  1816,  the  re- 
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port  is  made  that  Mr.  Meade  is  a  foreigner  ;  in  other  words,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  tlie  debt  due  to  him  as  one  of  the  debtd 
assumed  in  the  royal  order,  and  tobejoatrf.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
the  Marquis  of  Casteldosius  makes  a  similar  report.  On  the  9th Sep- 
tember, 1816,  an  o£Scial  note  is  communicated  from  the  intendant  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  army  and  of  the  royal  finance  of  Cadiz,  in  which 
he  says:  ^^The  general  treasurer  of  the  kingdom  makes  me  the  fol- 
lowing communication^  under  date  of  the  3d  instant.  The  following 
royal  order  has  been  communicated  to  me,  under  the  date  of  August 
22d,  by  the  department  of  finance.  In  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  council  of  finance,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  respecting  Messrs. 
Bichard  Ryan,  Richard  Meade,  Francis  Scotto,  Bicbard  Hackley,  and 
Peter  Charles  Tupper,  who,  as  foreignersy  solicit  that  their  respective 
claims  against  the  royal  treasury  be  comprehended  in  the  exception 
made  in  ifiavor  of  foreigners,  as  declared  by  the  royal  order  of  the  12th 
of  September,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  their  debts  should  he 
paidyasit  was  promised  to  them,  and  according  to  the  said  royal  order 
of  September  12th,  after  the  same  are  duly  liquidated^"  &c. 

From  these  documents,  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Meade  had  some 
demands  upon  Che  Spanish  government  prior  to  the  12th  of  September, 
1815.  That  after  that  day  he  applied  for  payment.  That  payment 
was  refused,  upon  the  grounds  of  the  royal  order  of  that  date.  That 
he  insisted  he  fell  within  the  exception,  as  he  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  That  the  question  of  foreigner  or  not  y  was  deliberately 
inquired  into,  settled,  and  reported  upon,  from  the  2lBt  March  to 
9th  September,  1816.  That,  during  this  period,  every  officer 
through  whose  hands  this  matter  passes,  acts  under  the  conviction 
that  the  Spanish  government  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  the 
only  doubt  is  whether  the  d^t  shall  be  paid  as  promised,  or  incor- 
porated in  the  national  debt.  Finally,  it  is  determined,  that  his 
case  is  within  the  exception,  and  shall  be  paid  as  promised y  when 
liquidated. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose,  that  these  proceedings  could  have 
taken  place,  if  Mr.  Meade  had  not  a  well-tbunded  claim  upon  the 
Spanish  government;  at  least  one  which  they  were  disposd  to  consider 
well  founded.  If  he  had  no  claim  upon  the  treasury,  he  would  not 
have  been  told,  your  claim  cannot  be  paid  as  promisedy  because  it 
must  be  incorporated  in  the  national  debt.  The  short  and  correct  an- 
swer would  have  been,  you  have  no  dahuy  and  therefore  you  will  not 
be  paid  any  thing.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  B(» 
many  officers,  from  those  in  the  lower  departments  of  the  treasury 
and  finance,  up  to  the  King  himself,  Would  have  been  engaged  frooi 
March  to  September  in  examining  a  question,  the  determination  of 
which  would  have  been  entirely  useless,  if  no  well-founded  claim  ex- 
isted. I  therefore  conclude,  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a  claim  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  promised  ;  but 
this  claim  had  not  been  liquidated,  and  therefore  the  precise  sum  due 
was  not  ascertained,  nor  is  it  known  x)n  what  account  Spain  became 
indebted  to  him. 

2d.  The  next  documents  I  mee^t  with  are  those  relating  to  the  im- 
prisonment of  Mr.  Meade.     They  give  us  this  information :  that  dur- 
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ing  his  rasidenoe  in  Spain,  he  had,  with  the  consent  of  all  concerned, 
heen  appointed  the  assignee  of  a  hankrupt's  estate ;  that  he  had  col- 
lected and  held  ready  for  distribution  |50,0U0,  which  he  ultimately 
Said  into  the  royal  treasury,  in  treasury  notes,  in  obedience  to  a  man- 
ate  from  the  proper  tribunal ;  that  the  agent  of  the  British  credi- 
tors sued  Mr.  Meade,  recovered  a  judgment  against  him,  and,  by  in- 
trigue, caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  on  the  2d  May,  1816,  in  which 
state  he  remained  until  the  interposition  of  the  American  government 
caused  a  royal  order  for  his  release,  dated  20th  April,  1818,  in  which 
are  recited  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  imprisoned  and  the 
sum  deposited,  &c. 

I  notice  these  documents  for  the  sake  of  saying,  that  the  money  for 
which  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned,  cannot  be  the  same  spoken  of  in 
the  document  before  noticed,  for  many  reasons  : 

The  other  documents  speak  of  a  demand  which  Meade  had  upon 
the  treasury :  these  show  that  when  Meade  deposited  this  money,  he 
considered  that  he  had  discharged  his  trust,  and  had  no  concern  with 
it  afterwards. 

They  show  a  demand  for  Meade's  own  money,  which  would  be  in- 
corporated in  the  national  debt,  if  he  is  considered  a  subject  of  Spain ; 
— thfse  show  a  demand  against  the  treasury  for  money  not  Meade' Sj 
but  known  to  all,  in  part  at  least,  to  belong  to  British  subjects,which 
ought  not  to  be  incorporated,  whether  Meade  is  considered  a  subject 
or  not. 

They  speak  of  debt  due  to  Meade,  payment  of  which  had  been  prom- 
ised him,  but  the  amount  unliquidated. 

These  relate  to  a  specific  sum  deposited,  which  did  not  require  any 
liquidation. 

I  therefore  conclude  that,  whatever  claim  Mr.  Meade  had  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  was  not  afiected  by  his  imprisonment  or  release, 
even  if  we  suppose  the  Spanish  government  paid  the  deposit  at  the 
time  of  his  release,  or  at  any  cime  afterwards. 

3d.  Next  in  order,  I  meet  with  the  certificate  of  two  of  the  supreme 
junta,  established  for  the  government  and  defence  of  Cadiz  during  the 
invasion  of  the  French,  to  wit:  Jose  Manuel  de  Yadillo  and  Saloador 
Oazzon  de  Zalazor,  dated  27th  July,  1818. 

The  treaty  is  dated  22d  February,  1819 ;  it  was  soon  afterwards 
ratified  by  the  United  Ssates.  In  the  treaty  it  is  provided,  that,  if  it 
is  not  ratified  within  six  months  it  shall  be  void.  On  the  9th  March , 
1819,  Mr.  Meade  presents  to  the  King  a  second  memorial,  praying 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  with  him  ;  that  of  the  12th 
January,  1819,  not  having  been  attended  to. 

On  the  Tth  May,  1819,  the  commissioners  are  appointed.  On  the 
30th  September,  same  year,  a  report  is  made,  ana  the  sum  of  near 
|500,000  awarded  Mr.  Meade  as  his  whole  claim  against  the  Spanish 
government ;  on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  King  orders  the  report  to 
be  reconsidered;  on  the  16th  November  there  is  a  second  report  award- 
ingthe  same  sum ;  on  the  19th  May,  1820,  the  award  receives  the  royal 
approbation,  and  on  the  20th  May,  1820,  is  notified  to  Mr.  Meade.  la 
October,  (say  5th,)  1820,  the  oortes  advise  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
The  King  shortly  afterwards  does  ratify  it^  and,  on  the  19th  February, 
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1821 ,  it  is  again  ratified  by  tbe  Preaident  of  the  United  States ;  the 
President  and  Senate  having  been  previously  notified  of  the  settle- 
ment made  with  Mr.  Meade,  and  of  the  sam  awarded  him  by  the 
Spanish  governm^^nt. 

The  first  rule  which  I  lay  down  as  applicable  to  this  question  is, 
that  no  person,  either  natural  or  artificial,  can,  by  hia  acknowledg- 
ments or  admissions,  create  an  obligation  to  be  discharged  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  another,  unless  that  other  has,  by  some  means,  au- 
thorize him  to  do  so.  If  Spain  did  not  owe  this  debt  to  Mr.  Meade  at 
the  date  of  the  treaty,  but  contracted  it  afterwards,  it  is  not  one  of 
those  renounced,  and  Spain  is  still  responsible  for  it,  not  the  United 
States  ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected,  because  it  would  prove  a 
fact  which  would  avail  nothing.  If  Spain  did  owe  it  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  there  must  have  been  some  evidence  then  existing  of  the  demandi 
for  which  the  extent  of  liability,  could  be  ascertained.  That  evidence 
would  be  better  than  the  mere  settlement  with  the  Spanish  officers, 
and  ought  to  be  produced.  The  rule  is,  that  the  best  evidence  in  the 
party's  possession  or  power  ought  always  to  be  produced,  or  some  rea- 
sonable account  given  why  it  is  not.  This  is  not,  as  has  been  argued, 
a  contracted  rule,  applicable  alone  to  the  municipal  courts  of  any  one 
country.  It  is  a  rule  founded  in  reoaon,  not  established  by  any  statute, 
and  applicable  to  ail  cases,  in  aU  countries,  the  judicial  proceedings  of 
which  are  worthy  of  imitation.  Why  is  it  that  we  notice  the  protest 
of  the  master  of  a  vessel,  letters  written  about  the  time  of  a  transac- 
tion of  long  standing,  &c,  ?  Because,  from  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions to  which  they  allude,  they  are  likely  to  give  a  correct  account 
of  it,  and  the  ofier  of  them  does  not  in  itself  imply  that  the  party  has 
it  reasonably  in  his  power  to  produce  evidence  more  satisfactory  ;  but 
holds  it  back,  and  offers  the  inferior  evidence,  to  obtain  an  advantage 
which  he  would  lose  if  the  better  were  produced. 

The  rule  is,  that  no  party  shall  have  the  benefit  of  evidence  to  es- 
tablish a  fact,  which  evidence  in  itself  implies  that  there  is  better 
evidence  which  the  party  could  produce,  by  reasonable  exertions,  to 
establish  the  same  fact,  because  the  not  producing  the  better,  creates 
a  presumption  that  it  would  disclose  something  which  would  deprive 
him  of  a  nenefit  which  he  seeks  to  obtain. 

Apply  this  rule  to  the  present  case.  The  claimant  offers  as  evidence 
to  prove  the  account  that  Spain  owed  him  for  breach  of  contract  at  the 
date  of  his  treaty,  a  settlement  made  with  the  government  twelve  or 
fifteen  months  after  its  date :  well,  there  may  be  some  mistake  in  this 
matter :  the  sum  awarded  may  be  too  little — it  may  be  too  much. 
Some  of  the  claims  set  up  may  be  such  as  do  not  fall  within  either  of 
the  five  classes  specified  in  this  treaty.  The  evidence  from  which  this 
settlement  was  made  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  award  :  let 
us  see  this ;  if  you  do  not,  we  must  suppose  that  there  is  some  one  or 
more  of  the  items  that  constitute  this  account,  which  you  know  we 
cannot  include  in  the  statement  we  would  make,  and,  therefore,  you 
offer  this  less  satisfactory  evidence  :  you  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
use  it,  more  especially  when  we  see,  from  other  documents,  that  you 
were  apprised  as  early  as  February,  1821,  that  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  upon  this  very  point ;  and  therefore  both  you  and  the  Spanish 
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government  would  be  careful  to  preserve  all  the  evidence  and  docu- 
ments from  which  the  settlement  and  award  were  made. 

Again:  the  llth  article  of  the  treaty  provides  that  the  United 
States  shall  make  compensatian  for  all  claims  renounced  in  the  9  th  ar- 
ticle, to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  to  ascertain  the  valtdiftf  and  full  amourU  of  these  claims, 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  &c.;  that  the  commissioners,  upon 
oath,  shall  examine  the  validity  and  amoufU  of  each  claim.  Further, 
that  they  shall  examine  everj  question  upon  oath,  and  receive  suitable 
«tnd  authentic  testimony,  &c.,  and  Spain,  when  required,  is  to  furnish 
any  document  in  her  possession  necessary  to  elucidate  any  one  of 
the  claims. 

To  bring  the  claim  within  this  treaty,  it  must  be  shown  to  have  ex- 
isted before  the  date  of  the  treaty.  If  it  did  exist  before  the  treaty, 
and  is  one  embraced  within  it,  then  the  parties  have,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, provided  for  the  esteblishment  of  a  tribunal,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
examine  the  validity,  as  well  as  the  amount,  of  the  claim  ;  but  if  we 
admit  this  evidence,  then  Spain  hersdf^  through  her  own  officers^  is 
still  to  adjudge  the  validity  and  full  amount  of  the  claim  ;  and  the 
commissioners  have  nothing  to  do  but  follow  on,  and,  for  form's  sake, 
reallow  the  claim,  the  validity  and  extent  of  which  have  been  already 
ascertained.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  this  instrument. 

But  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  reasoning  is  unsound,  because  this 
settlement  and  award  are  not  the  creation  of  a  debt,  but  only  an  evi- 
dence^  which  the  party  could  not  procure  sooner;  that  this  debt,  to  this 
isame  amount,  existed  before  the  date  of  the  treaty.  The  distinction  in 
this  case  can  avail  nothing.  As  soon  as  Spain  ceased  to  be  accountable 
for  the  demand,  she  ceased  to  have  any  control  over  it.  She  can  no 
more  create  evidencCy  by  which  the  validity  of  the  contract,  or  the 
measure  of  compensation  for  ite  violation,  is  to  be  ascertained,  then 
she  could  create  the  contract  itself.  The  substance  is  the  same,  and 
the  distinction  in  words  only.  This  ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
mLitable  evidence  under  this  treaty,  which,  on  its  very  face,  leaves rea- 
43on  to  conclude  that  a  persuasive  argument  to  induce  the  making  of 
the  award,  was  the  consideration  that,  not  Spain,  but  the  United  States, 
were  to  make  the  payment. 

Again :  it  has  been  urged,  that,  at  the  time  this  settlement  and 
award  were  made,  Spain  herself  was  the  debtor,  and  to  make  the  com- 
pensation :  because  the  treaty  had  become  null,  the  time  for  its  ratifi- 
cation having  expired. 

This  argument  is  not  satisfactory.  When  the  treaty  was  after- 
wards ratified,  it  stands  as  a  treaty  in  which  no  time  for  ratification 
had  been  stipulated,  and  is  now  to  be  construed  as  a  treaty  dated 
22d  February,  1819,  ratified  by  Spain  in  the  fall  of  1820,  and  by 
the  United  States,  in  February,  1821,  at  times  satisfa(.*tory  to  both 
parties;  and  the  ratifications  are  acknowledgments  by  the  respective 
parties^  that  their  negotiators  had  power  to  make  the  treaty  upon 
the  terms  specified  therein  ;  and  whether  the  treaty  shall  operate 
upon  a  particular  matter  from  the  dcUe  or  from  the  ratificcUion,  must, 
£n  my  opinion,  depend  upon  the  matter  to  which  the  stipulation  relates, 
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and  the  intention  of  the  parties  respecting  that  matter  ;  hence,  it  may 
well  happen  that  the  same  treaty  may  become  operative  upon  differ- 
ent matters  at  different  periods ;  upon  some  from  the  date,  upon 
others  from  the  time  of  ratification,  and  upon  others  from  neither  date 
nor  time  of  ratification. 

If  the  argument  were  sound,  that  this  can  only  he  considered  a 
treaty  from  the  ratification  of  the  parties,  and  not  from  the  date, 
why  trouble  ourselves  with  endeavoring  to  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween a  contract  and  the  evidence  of  a  contract  ?  We  would  arrive 
at  the  same  conclusion  by  a  much  mare  simple  process — that  of  con- 
sidering the  treaty  as  in  truth  dcUedjon  the  day  it  was  last  ratified  by 
the  United  States.  Then  the  case  is  included  by  considering  the  oofi- 
trcict  and  the  evidence  of  it  as  having  existed  at  the  same  time.  It  is 
true  this  would  not  be  within  the  words,  but  might  with  plausibility 
be  insisted  upon  as  within  the  meaning  of  the  fitth  renunciation  ;  all 
that  would  be  n^ssary  might  readily  be  accomplished  by  considering 
the  rcUiJiccUion  as  the  signatar  of  the  treaty,  which  ought  to  be  the 
case  if  we  consider  the  treaty  as  without  date. 

It  has  been  urged^  with  mueli  ingenuity,  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  a  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it ;  that  the  one  may  well  have 
existed  prior  to  the  treaty,  and  the  other  have  had  its  existence  since. 
In  many  cases  I  think  I  could  see  the  full  force  of  the  distinction,  and 
that  upon  such  a/ler  evidence  the  mind  would  be  well  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  a  previous  contract,  and  its  exact  terms.  Bat,  in  this 
case,  the  distinction  entirely  fails  us  ;  the  great  object  is  to  ascertain 
the  carUracta  which  Meade  had  with  the  Spanish  government  before 
the  date  of  this  treaty,  their  terms,  and  how  far  they  were  complied 
with  by  the  respective  parties  ;  and  this  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
us  to  decide  upon  their  validity^  and,  if  valid,  to  what  extent  the 
compensation  for  their  violation  ought  to  be  carried.  Now,  if  we  at- 
tempt to  use  this  document  as  evidence  upon  these  points,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  avoid  discovering  that  there  is  great  danger  of  being  misled 
by  it.  Attend  to  its  contents  ;  some  of  the  items  possibly  grew  out  of 
contracts,  either  express  or  implied  ;  others  undoubtedly  out  of  tort. 
That  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade  certainly  had  no  existence 
as  a  contract  until  the  time  of  this  award  after  the  date  of  the  treaty. 
If  we  view  that  item  as  existing  in  the  light  of  contract,  there  is 
an  end  of  that  matter,  because  it  must  have  been  tort  until  merged  in 
the  award  or  judgment ;  and  then  the  judgment  being  the  only  evi- 
dence of  the  contract,  the  contract  and  the  evidence  of  it  are  one  and 
the  same  thing  ;  both  too  late  to  be  compensated  or  renounced  under 
this  treaty. 

.  Suppose  we  discard  the  idea,  as  we  must  do,  of  considering  this 
item  as  growing  out  of  a  contract,  and  say  it  was  a  tort.  The  ques- 
tion immediately  present  themselves,  of  what  kind,  and  by  whom 
committed?  So  far  as  we  can  at  present  see,  the  answers  are,  an  im- 
prisonment of  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  by  order  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment itself.  Undei  what  clause  of  the  treaty  should  we  include  this 
item?  Not  under  the  first  renunciation,  for  two  reasons:  first,  if  it 
was  an  excess,  it  wab  one  committed  by  the  government,  not  by  an 
individual ;  and,  no  excesses  are  there  provided  for  but  those  commit- 
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ted  hj  the  subjects.    Again  :  if  it  was  an  excess  by  a  proper  charac- 
ter, it  was  committed  after  1802,  and  therefore  not  included. 

Under  the  2d,  3d,  or  4th  renunciations,  it  is  certainly  not  included. 
If,  under  any,  it  would  be  the  fifth  ;  but  that  cannot  be;  it  is  a  mere 
personal  wrong  ;  the  damages  would  be  arbitrary  ;  we  have  no  data 
irom  which  to  estimate  them.  Again :  if  the  6th  would  include 
torts,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  include  those  committed  by  the  govern- 
ment itself.  The  first  four  renunciations  are  employed  upon  torts  by 
individuals  or  inferior  officers,  and  by  implication  to  include  the  gov- 
ernment, the  most  worthy  would  be  against  the  rules  of  construction; 
this  wrong,  and  those  of  the  like  kind,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  did  not  intend  to  renounce,  nor  did  Spain  intend  they  should 
be  judged  of  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States.  In  estimating 
damages  for  them,  the  temper  with  which  the  act  was  done,  the  mo- 
tives, the  character  of  the  wrong-doer,  are  all  justly  taken  into  con- 
sideration. No  sovereignty  could  intend  that  its  motives,  in  a  mere 
personal  wrong,  should  be  inquired  into,  and  redressed  by  others.  If 
they  were concious  of  wrong,  they  would  redress  it  themselves'by  making 
such  compensation  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety  would  dictate. 

If,  then,  we  take  this  document  as  evidence,  it  would  mislead  us : 
first,  by  making  us  believe  that  this  item  grew  out  of  a  contract 
before  the  treaty ;  and  next,  by  making  us  include  a  tort,  which 
neither  party  intended  to  provide  for  by  the  treaty. 

When  we  recur  to  other  items  we  shall  not  be  more  safe.  Con- 
tracts are  spoken  of.  With  whom  were  they  made?  What  were 
their  terms  ?  In  what  were  they  to  be  paid,  and  when  ?  All  these 
points  are  material,  and  upon  them  this  document  is  unsatisfactory. 
We  see  that,  upon  a  bill  or  exchange  which  was  dishonored,  interest 
is  allowed  up  to  the  time  of  settlement,  and  a  part  of  this  very  amount 
was  for  the  difference  of  exchange  included  in  the  bill.  The  bill 
comes  back,  and  upon  its  nominal  amount  interest  is  calculated  to  the 
16th  November,  1B19. 

As  to  other  items,  it  is  as  little  satisfactory.  The  loan  is  to  be  re- 
turned, and  interest  upon  it. 

This  sum  is  all  estimated  as  specie.  Have  they,  as  we  have  some- 
times had,  and  in  some  places  still  have,  different  kinds  of  currency  ? 
In  what  kind  were  these  dealings  ?  Specie,  or  a  depreciated  paper  ? 
If  depreciated,  how  much  ?  We  ought  to  have  information  upon  all 
these  points  to  do  that  which  would  be  just ;  and,  upon  some  of  them, 
it  is  essential  we  should  have  information  which  this  document  does 
not  give.  I  cannot  at  present  take  it  as  evidence  that  would  be  useful 
in  any  respect.  On  some  points,  I  think  it  would  mislead  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  item;  on  others,  as  a  part,  and  I  fear,  to  a  neater  ex- 
tent than  we  can  see.  I,  therefore,  think  it  ought  not  to  be  received 
either  as  conclusive  or  prima  facie  evidence. 

But  it  is  argued  that  we  ought  to  receive  it,  because  our  govern- 
ment had  an  agency  in  procuring  this  settlement,  and  were  apprized 
of  the  result  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  true  our  minister  abroad  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  Mr. 
H^ade,  and  that  the  Executive  and  Senate  both  knew  of  the  settle- 
ment before  the  last  ratification.    As  to  the  first,  it  was  just  such  a 
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case  as  would,  in  all  cases,  it  is  hopedi  be  practiced  by  oar  minister  ; 
he  lends  his  aid  to  a  citizen  abroad  to  bring  his  matters  to  such  an 
issne  as  he  wishes,  without  either  thinking  or  believing  that  his  own 
country  is  to  be  in  the  least  affected  thereby ;  and  as  to  the  last,  they 
seem  to  have  been  content  to  ratify  the  treaty,  without  doing  any- 
thing by  which  Mr.  Meade's  claim  would  be  made  either  better  or 
worse  than  the  terma  of  the  treaty,  as  it  originally  stood,  would 
make  it. 

I  cannot  see  that  anything  has  been  either  said  or  done  by  any  of 
those  ofiScers  by  which  this  claim  is  to  be  treated  different  from  what 
it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  this  award 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  finally  ratified.  Although  I  am  unwilling 
to  trust  this  evidence,  as  at  present  furnishing  any  evidence  of  the 
validity  of  these  contracts,  their  terms,  or  the  extent  of  compensation 
for  a  violation  of  them ;  yet,  believing,  as  I  do,  from  the  other  testi- 
mony, that  Mr.  Meade  has  a  well-founded  claim,  or,  at  least,  a  claim 
which  the  Spanish  government  considered  well  founded,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  require  any  document  from  that  government,  which  there  is 
reason  to  think  they  possess,  which  will  elucidate  those  transactions ; 
and,  for  that  purpose,  am  willing  to  continue  the  cause.  If  we  can 
procure  more  evidenoe  it  is  well ;  we  shall  have  greater  certainty  in 
our  ultimate  decision.  ]f  we  cannot  procure  more,  we  must  come  to 
the  best  conclusion  in  our  power  from  the  proofs  as  they  now  exist,  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  claims  and  the  extent  of  allowance. 


Extract  o/  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nelson^  minister  plenipoientiary  of  the 
United  StcUee  to  Bpain^  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  daied  May  17| 
1824. 

Dbpabtment  oi'^  State,  December  14, 1824. 

''  Mr.  Appleton,  who  remained  at  Aranjuez  two  days  after  I  left  it, 
returned  to  this  place  last  night,  bringing  with  him  the  copies  of  the 
orders  which  have  been  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the 
several  offices,  for  supplying  the  papers  which  have  been  demanded 
under  the  Florida  treaty." 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  extract. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nelson,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  Spain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  31st  of 
July,  1824. 

Depabtbcent  of  State,  December  14, 1824. 

**  The  Spanish  government  seems  disposed  to  proceed  with  the  calls 
made  upon  them  for  papers,  and  we  may  now  be  permitted  to  indulge 
the  hope  that  most  of  the  records  which  have  been  asked  for  will  be 
supplied  before  a  very  distant  day.    From  this  calculation  I  fear  we 


356  BIOHABD   W.  MEADB. 

must  exclude  the  papers  in  Meade's  case,  which|  being  so  volumiiions, 
although  entered  upon  by  the  Spanish  offioers,  apparently  in  good 
faith  to  supply  them,  seem  to  forbid  any  well-founded  expectation 
that  they  can  be  speedily  furnished." 

The  above  is  a  true  extracfc. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerh 


Certificate  from  Dr,  Watkins  ofadmiasion  and  rejection  of  Richard  W, 

Meade's  daim^  June  7,  1824. 

Office  of  the  Commission  under  the  Eleventh  Article 
OF  THE  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 

Washington^  June  7,  1824. 

I^  Tobias  Watkins,  secretary  of  the  commission  under  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  between  his  Catho- 
lic Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  being  thereto  requested 
by  Bichard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern  that,  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1822,  the 
said  Richard  W.  Meade  presented,  to  be  tiled  in  the  oiBSce  of  the  said 
commission,  in  conformity  with  public  notice,  a  memorial,  setting 
forth  the  grounds  of  his  claim  against  the  Spanish  government ;  that 
said  memorial  was,  by  the  commission,  read  and  considered  on  the 
27th  day  of  June,  1822,  and  on  the  same  day,  as  appears  by  their 
journal  of  proceedings,  the  said  memorial  was  "received,"  which 
term,  received^  was  used  by  the  commission  to  signify  that  the  memo- 
rial recited  a  claim  which  was  considered  to  be  included  within  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  aforesaid ;  and  I  do  further  certify  that,  on 
the  29th  day  of  May,  1824^  as  appears  by  the  said  journal  of  proceed- 
ings, the  claim  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial  on  the  part  of  the  said 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  was  by  the  said  commission  rejected,  on  the  al- 
leged ground  that  the  evidence  produced  was  not  sufficient  to  establish 
the  same. 

In  testimony  of  all  which,  and  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
used  as  to  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  may  seem  meet  and  proper, 
I  have  granted  this  present,  at  the  place  and  date  first  above  writ- 
ten, and  have  signed  and  sealed  the  same  with  my  own  proper  hand 
and  seal. 

T.  WATKINS, 
Sec'y  of  the  Com'n  under  the  llth  art.  of  the  treaty  aforesaid. 


P. 

Deposition  of  Don  Jose  Canga  ArgueUes. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  London,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  before  me,  Daniel 
Simon  Merceron^  notary  public  of  this  city,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 


ttlGHABB    W.  MEADE.  3o7 

vitneBses,  after  snbflcribing,  appeared  tbe  most  excellent  Senor  Don 
Jose  Canga  Arguelles,  knight  of  the  Spanish  order  of  Charles  the 
Third,  honorary  counsellor  of  state,  &c.,  &c.,  who  said  and  declared^ 
as  by  these  presents  he  doth  solemnly  say  and  declare  for  truth,  that, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  whilst  he,  the 
deponent,  was  secretary  of  state  and  of  the  department  of  finances 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  under  the  Regency  of  Cadiz,  Bichard  W. 
Meade,  esq.,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  through  his  intervention 
and  at  his  request,  made  considerable  advances  of  money  and  pro- 
visions for  the  maintenance  and  subsistence  of  the  Spanish  troops. 
That  amongst  various  other    contracts,    entered  into  with  him  by 
Meade,  during   the  year  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
and  the  beginning  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve^  was  one 
for  twelve  thousand  "barrels  of  flour,  which  were  destined  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  garrisons  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant,  on  the  coast  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  without  which  relief  those  garrisons  would  inevi- 
tably have  surrendered  to  the  French  troops  by  which  they  were  be- 
sieged.    That  such  contract,  which  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  four 
thousand  hard  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  hard  dollars  per  bar- 
rel of  flour,  was  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  first  funds  that  should  arrive 
from  the  American  colonies  ;  which  funds  were  momentarily  expected 
from  Lima  and  Vera  Cruz,  but  unfortunately,  the  disturbances  which 
had  commenced  in  the  American  colonies,  were  the  occasion  of  specie 
not  having  been  remitted  in  such  large  quantities  as  was  expected,  and 
the  regency  was  obliged  to  take  possession  of,  and  appropriate  the 
whole  of  the  specie  tliat  arrived  to  other  important  services  of  the 
State  which  would  not  admit  of  delay  ;  so  that  the  government,  con- 
trary to  its  inclination,  and  merely  from  its  then  urgent  necessity, 
omitted  to  pay  Meade  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  contract, 
and  conformably  to  the  right  he  had  of  demanding  such  payment  un- 
der the  most  express  privileges  grante<9to  him  by  the  cortes  of  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  which,  likewise  recog- 
nized his  claim  as  a  national  debt,  by  ordering  and  directing  that  the 
same  should  bo  punctually  paid  out  of  a  moiety  of  the  specie  that  might 
arrive  from  the  transmarine  colonies  in  the  Spanish  treasury,  and 
out  of  the  duties  on  the  specie  that  might  arrive  on  account  of  indi- 
viduals, which  was  ratified  by  the  cortes  held  in  the  city  of  San  Fer- 
nando, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  there 
being  included  in  the  said  accounts,  a  bill  of  exchange  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  hard  dollars  given  to  Meade  on  the  royal  treasury  of 
Vera  Cruz,  but  which  was  not  honored  for  want  of  funds  ;  the  same 
being  ordered  to  be  paid  in  Spain,  and  the  costs  and  damages  to  be 
settled  and  reimbursed  to  Meade,  conformably  to  the  laws  and  usages 
of  Spain,  and  the  custom  of  merchants  ;  all  which  is  well  known  to  the 
deponent  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  a  deputy  to  the 
cortes  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  and  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  the  said  commission  of  finances  thereof ;  and 
having  energetically  supported  the  same  at  the  public  session  wherein 
the  business  was  discussed.     That,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  on  the  arrival  of  King  Ferdinand  in  Spain,  the 
cortes  were  dissolved  by  an  armed  force,  and  the  deponent,  one  of  the 
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deputies  thereof,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  with  the  greatest  rigor 
until  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty ; 
at  which  period  the  King  swore  to,  and  re-established  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve ;  and,  in  the 
same  month,  the  deponent  was  called  to  Madrid,  and  appointed  min- 
ister of  the  department  of  finances  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  ;  which 
office  was  exercised  by  him  until  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  as  appears  by  public  documents  and 
by  the  Spanish  and  foreign  gazettes  of  that  period.    That,  in  the  month 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  at  the  petition  of 
Bichard  Meade,  escj.,  and  after  a  previous  investigation  by  a  board 
of  ministers,  by  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose  specially  appointed,  as 
also,  after  a  previous  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  principal  account- 
ant's office  at  the  exchequer,  his  Majesty  sanctioned  and  approved 
of  the  formal  liquidation  of  the  sums  that  remained  due  to  the  said 
Meade  under  his  contracts,  advances,  and  services,  aforesaid,  and  the 
necessary  certificates  were  granted  thereof,  legalized  by  the  deponent  in 
his  then  quality  of  secretary  of  state  and  of  the  department  of  finances, 
recognizing  the  same  as  a  national  debt  without  any  the  least  reference 
to  the  treaty,  which  was  not  ratified  by  Spain  until  some  months  after- 
wards.    That,  at  the  period  at  which  the  document  ascertaining  the 
liquidated  amount  of  Meade's  debt  against  the  Spanish  nation  was 
granted  to  him,  no  treaty  existed  between  the  government  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States  of  America  touching  the  cession  of  the  Floridas ;  the 
term  therein  prefixed  for  the  ratification  thereof  having  expired,  and 
the  same,  for  such  reason,  having  been,  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  declared  null,  and  as  if  it  had  never  existed.  That  there,  more- 
over, was  another  reason  of  infinitely  more  importance  for  the  annul- 
ment of  the  said  treaty,  viz :  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the  mon- 
archy, it  was  incompetent  to  the  King  either  to  alien  or  cede  by  treaty 
or  sale,  any  part  of  the  terri^iry  of  the  Spanish  nation  without  the 

Srevious  consent  of  the  cortes  ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  debt  of 
[eade  was  recognized  and  judicially  substantiated  by  all  the  form- 
alities prescribed  by  the  laws  as  a  national  debt,  in  the  month  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  without  any  sort  of  reference 
to,  or  connexion  with,  the  treaty.  That,  if  the  payment  did  not  at 
that  time  take  place,  it  was  merely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  Spanish  treasury  at  the  moment  of  the  re-establishment 
of  the  constitution,  and  to  the  enormous  expenses  incurred  in  the  va- 
rious expeditions  sent  out  to  the  American  colonies.  That  the  cortes 
having  assembled  in  the  month  of  July,  of  the  said  year,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  Meade,  by  his  agent,  presented  a  memorial 
prayine  the  liquidation  of  his  claim.  In  the  month  of  October,  the 
cortes  naving  proceeded  to  a  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  special 
commission,  appointed  out  of  its  members,  touching  the  treaty  of  the 
Floridas,  an  account  was  at  the  same  time  given  by  the  said  commit- 
sion,  of  the  claim  of  Meade ;  and  it  is  indisputably  true,  that  the  whole 
of  the  members  were  unanimously  convinced  by  the  declarations  of 
his  excellency  the  secretary  of  state  of  Spain,  and  of  his  excellency 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that,  in 
case  of  the  ratification  thereof  on  the  part  of  the  cortes,  the  debt  of 
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Meade  was  included  therein,  and  that  payment  thereof  ought  to  he 
made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  That  the  deponent 
having  read  over  the  annexed  deposition  of  the  late  Sefior  Don  Jose 
Moreno  y  Guerra,  deceased,  with  whom  he  was  particularly  acquaintedi 
he  is  persuaded  that  everything  therein  by  him  deposed  is  the  truth, 
and  conformable  to  what  passed  and  took  place  at  that  period.  And 
the  deponent  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him  solemnly  to  declare  that 
the  cortes  authorized,  and  the  Spanish  government  ratified,  the  treaty 
under  au  idea  that  the  debt  of  Meade  was  included  therein,  and  that 
the  payment  thereof  was  to  be  provided  for  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, Spain  remaining  exonerated  of  and  from  all  results. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  appearer  hath  signed  with  me,  the 
said  notary,  and  witnesses,  and  I  have  caused  my  notarial  seal  to  be 
hereto  affixed,  to  serve  and  avail  where  need  may  require,  the  day  and 
year  aforesaid. 

JOSE  CANGA  ARGUELLES. 

In  testimonium  veritatis. 

[l.  8.]  D.  S.  MERCEBON, 

Witnesses :  Juan  Rico. 

Geo.  Robbrts. 


CJOKSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AmEKIOA,  Londotl  .* 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
London,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and 
certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Daniel  Simon  Meroeron,  who 
hath  signed  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admit- 
ted and  sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid ;  and 
that  to  all  acts  by  him  so  done,  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to 
be  given  in  judicature,  and  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  tny  hand,  and  affixed 

the  seal  of  the  said  consulate,  in  London  aforesaid,  this  se- 

[L.  s.]   venth  day  af  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and  in  the  fifty-second  year 

of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

THOMAS  ASPINWALL. 


The  deposition  of  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra,  taken  at  Philadelphia,  be- 
fore Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose 
and  say :  That  he  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Rumbla,  province  of  Cor* 
dova,  Andalusia,  in  Spain,  and  is  aged  about  forty-six  years  and  up- 
wards ;  that  he  was  duly  elected,  from  his  native  province,  a  deputy 
to  the  national  cortes  of  Spain,  in  the  year  1820,  for  that  and  the 
following  year,  1821 ;  and  that  the  said  cortes  assembled  at  Madrid 
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on  the  Tth  day  of  July,  1820 ;  that,  on  op  about  the  beginning  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  same  year,  the  cortes  discussed  the  question  relating  to 
the  treaty,  signed  during  the  year  before,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
between  Upain  and  the  tinited  States  of  America,  involving  a  cession 
of  the  two  Floridas.    At  the  same  time,  a  special  committee,  to  whom 
the  business  of  that  treaty  had  been  referred,  made  a  report  on  a  me- 
morial previously  presented,  by  the  agent  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  United  States,  claiming  an  apppropriation  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him  by  his  majesty 
the  King  of  Spain.     This  committee,  in  their  report,  informed  the 
cortes  that,  in  order  to  decide  definitively  upon  the  claim  of  the  me- 
morialist, it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  amount  of  money 
due  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  to  those  who  were  represented  by  him, 
had  been  included  among  those  claims  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  undertook  to  pay,  and  from  which  it  was  wholly  to  ^x-. 
onerate  Spain  ;  for,  if  this  should  not  prove  to  have  been  done,  the 
debt  owing  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  in  particular,  ought  immediately 
to  be  paid,  as  it  was  considered  a  national  debt,  arising  either  directly 
out  of  contracts,  or  from  the  consequences  of  contracts,  made  by  him, 
in  aid  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  Spain,  at  the  most  critical 
periods  of  the  revolution  ;  that,  at  the  periods  of  those  contracts,  and 
in  the  full  confidence  that  they  would  be  fulfilled,  the  services  of 
Meade  had  been  of  the  most  important  kind  ;  and  that  the  sum  for 
which  payment  was  required,  had  been  liquidated  and  fixed  by  a 
special  commission  of  councillors,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  his 
majesty  the  King,  who  had  subsequently  sanctioned  and  approved  the 
settlement.     In  consequence  of  this  report  of  the  committee,  it  was 
proposed  in  the  cortes  to  address  an  official  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  sum  then  claimed  in  the  memo- 
rial abovementioned,  had  been  included  among  those  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  undertook  to  discharge.     Such  a  letter  was  accordingly 
written  by  the  secretary  of  the  cortes,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a 
reply  from  the  secretary  of  state  was  received,  stating  distinctly  that 
the  debt  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade  was  expressly  included  in  the 
treaty ;  that  the  nature  and  amount  of  said  debt  were  well  known  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  same  had  been  officially 
communicated  to  the  American  minister  residing  at  Madrid ;  but  that 
the  same  government  of  the  United  States  required  the  large  cessions 
of  lands  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr. 
Vargas,  to  be  cancelled,  considering  the  entire  Floridas  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  its  citizens  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment.    In  order  to  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding  or  mistake 
upon  this  subject,  it  was  proposed  in  the  cortes  that  a  committee  of 
two  of  its  members  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  accordingly   this  deponent,   with 
Mr.  Thomas  Isturio,  member  of  the  city  of  Cadiz,  were  appointed,  did 
wait  on  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  obtained  from  that  gentleman  the  clear  and 
distinct  assurance  that  the  debt  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade  would  cer- 
tainly be  paid  to  him  by  the  United  States,  if  the  treaty  were  ratified 
by  the  Spanish   government,  and  the  cessions  abovementioned  to- 
tally annulled. 
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And  this  deponent  solemnly  declares,  that  these  assaranoes,  thns 
<K)nve7ed  to  the  cortes,  and  these  assurances  only,  induced  that  body 
to  annul  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  two  of  which  had  been 
acknowledged  valid  in  the  treaty  itself:  That^  had  not  the  cortes 
been  perfectly  satisfied,  by  these  solemn  assurances,  that  the  national 
debt  (as  it  was  regarded)  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade,  would  be  fully 
paid  by  the  United  States,  it  would  not  have  consented  to  vacate  those 
grants  of  land,  as  far  as  respected  the  United  States  ;  but  would  have 
vacated  them  as  respects  the  individuals  to  whom  they  had  been  made, 
reserving  them  to  the  Spanish  nation  by  the  law  of  reversion,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  paying,  by  them,  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Richard 
W.  Meade,  either  by  their  transfer  to  said  Meade,  or  by  sale,  and 
with  the  product  thereof,  would  have  paid  the  debt  and  interest. 

In  this  debt  to  the  said  Meade,  the  deponent  says,  that  the  cortes 
took  a  particular  interest,  as  it  arose  from  contracts,  the  most  of  which 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  former  cortes,  which  sat  in  Cadiz  during 
the  years  1811  and  1812.  The  cortes  deemed  itself  especially  bound  to 
see  such  engagements  complied  with  ;  and  the  said  Meade  was  con- 
sidered as  more  than  commonly  meritorious,  having  been  unjustly 
persecuted  on  account  of  the  services  he  had  rendered  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. The  deponent  adds  that  the  Cortes  founded  their  right  to  va- 
cate, as  to  the  individual  grantees,  the  cessions  of  land  in  Florida 
above  referred  to,  and  to  reserve  them  for  the  nation,  to  be  devoted  to 
any  purpose  that  might  be  deemed  just  and  proper,  upon  the  law  call- 
ed reversion  SLui  incorporation,  well  known  in  the  history  and  legisla- 
tion of  Spain  since  the  fourteenth  century  ;  a  law  which  converts  into 
national  property  whatever  the  prodigality  of  the  monarchs  might  con- 
fer  on  their  favorites,  as  happened  with  those  termed  Enrequenas,  and 
with  many  others.  This  deponent  has  been  absent  from  Spain  during 
the  last  nine  months,  having  left  his  country  on  the  2d  day  of  July, 
1823  ;  he  arrived  at  New  York  in  October  last ;  left  the  United  Stated 
States  of  America  for  Mexico,  on  the  14  th  day  of  October,  1823;  and 
he  ift  now  on  his  return  to  Spain,  intending  to  embark  from  this  coun- 
try for  Gibraltar  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

JOSE  MORENO  DE  GUERRA. 

Sworn  and  subscribed^  April  23,  1824,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON,  Comm'r. 

A  true  copy.  R.  W.  MEADE. 


Depoaiiian  of  Don  Alvaro  Florez  Estrada. 

[Translation.  ] 

In  the  city  of  London,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  before  me,  Daniel 
Simon  Merceron,  notary  public  of  this  city,  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  undersigned  witnesses,  appeared  Don  Alvaro  Florez  Estrada,  com- 
missary general  of  the  army  and  province  of  Seville,  and  lastly  of  Va- 
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lencia,  and  late  deputy  to  the  cortes  for  the  province  of  the  Astiirias, 
in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  who,  as  well  as  from  the  circum- 
stance of  his  having  held  such  ofiSce,  as  from  the  particular  and  inti* 
mate  knowledge  which  he  had,  hoth  prior  and  subsequent  to  his  elec- 
tion' as  deputy,  of  the  just  claims  of  citizen  Richard  Meade,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  against  the  Spanish  government,  as  also  from  the 
interest  he  took  in  the  payment  thereof,  seeing  the  honor  of  his  na- 
tion was  compromised  therein,  said  and  declared,  as  by  these  presents 
he  doth  solemnly  say  and  declare  for  truth,  that,  during  the  strug- 
gles and  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Spanish  nation,  in  maintain- 
ing and  carrying  on  tne  war  against  the  Emperor  Bonaparte,  from 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  to  that  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  said  Meade,  by  means  of  cer- 
tain formal  contracts  and  loans,  without  interest,  facilitated  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  Spanish  legitimate  government,  considerable  sums  in 
{)rovisions  and  money  ;  that  the  deponent  further  well  knows,  in  his 
ate  quality  of  commissary  general  of  the  army,  as  is  equally  notori* 
ous  to  those  who,  at  that  period,  were  at  the  head  of  the  a&irs  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  that  the  latter  would  have  found  it  almost  wholly  imprac- 
ticable to  maintain  and  carry  on  such  a  noble  achievement,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  services  rendered  it  by  Meade,  by  means  of  the  said  con- 
tracts and  loans ;  that  it  is  likewise  well  known  to  him,  the  deponent, 
being  equally  public  and  notorious,  that  the  cortes  of  Cadiz,  for  the 
reasons  above  indicated,  expressly  and  individually  declared,  as  a  sa- 
cred and  national  debt,  that  which  arose  from  the  said  contracts,  by 
most  strictly  charging  the  government  with  the  payment  of  the 
amount  of  what  was  due  to  Meade,  out  of  certain  funds  exclusively 
appropriated  to  that  object;   that  he,  the   deponent,  likewise  well 
knows  that  the  government,  not  having  been  able  to  complete  the 

} payment  to  Meade,  on  the  return  of  his  Majesty  Ferdinand  the  YII, 
rom  France,  acknowledged  as  a  national  debt  the  balance  which 
Meade  had  against  it  at  that  period;  and  his  Majesty,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  ordered  the  formation  of  a  special  committee,  com- 
posed of  members  of  various  councils,  in  order  that,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  the  whole  of  the  original  documents  produced  by  Meade 
in  support  of  his  claim,  they  might  liquidate  the  total  amount 
thereof,  after  a  previous  deduction  of  the  sums  antecedently  receiv- 
ed by  Meade ;  that  the  said  committee,  after  a  careful  and  mature 
examination,  made  a  report  which,  by  a  royal  order,  being  referred 
to  the  principal  accountant's  office,  at  the  exchequer,  his  Migesty,  after 
due  consideration  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  ordered  the  most 
formal  and  authentic  document  to  be  granted  and  despatched  in  favor 
of  Meade,  and  legalized  by  his  Excellency  Don  Joel  Cangar  Argti- 
elles,  his  secretary  of  state,  and  of  the  department  of  finances  for 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  whereby  it  appears,  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment and  the  nation  are  debtors  to  Bichard  Meade,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  hard  dollars 
and  twelve  reals  vellon,  which  sum  was  the  final  dose  of  the 
account  and  last  result  of  the  balance  formed  on  the  amount  of  the 
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Aggregate  Bom,  of  what,  under  and  by  virtne  of  the  most  jast  vouch* 
ersy  was  still  due  and  owing  to  him  at  that  time.     And  the  deponent 
equally  well  knows,  as  well  from  his  being  in  possession  of  the  most 
irrefragable  proof  thereof,  as  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been 
a  deputy  to  the  cortes  at  Madrid  in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  and  one  thousand  eight]  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and, 
as  such,  having  attended  the  discussion  and  voted  the  approbation  of 
the  definitive  treaty  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  President 
of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  America,  touching  the  cession 
of  the  Floridas  ;  that,  prior  to  the  cortes  deciding  on  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  said  treaty,  proceeding  on  the  supposition  that  the  cession 
of  the  Floridas  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  indemnification  of  certain 
American  citizens,  for  various  sums  which  they  asserted  themselves 
to  be  creditors  of  the  Spanish  nation,  they  resolved  to  ascertain 
whether  in  the  number  of  the  latter  was  specifically  included  citizen 
Meade  ;  when  having  ascertained,  by  the  respectable  answers  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  citizen  Meade  was  one 
of  those  specially  included  in  the  indemnification  that  was  to  be  made 
for  the  Floridas,  they  gave  their  approbation  to  the  said  treaty,  by 
virtue  of  which  alone  the  same  could  be  carried  into  effect.    That  he, 
the  deponent,  is  in  possession  of  the  most  indisputable  proof,  that  the 
cortes  of  Madrid  acceded  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  on  the  basis 
that  citizen  Bichard  Meade  should  be  satisfied  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  whole  of  the  sums  that  were 
then  due  and  owing  him  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  nation,  as  being 
the  only  recognized  and  liouidated  debt  amongst  all  such  debts  as 
might  be  included  in  the  list  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  which  occasioned  the  cession  of  the  two  Floridas  ;  and 
which  claims,  so  far  as  regards  the  origin,  circumstances,  and  amount 
thereof,  were  not  so  well  known  to  the  Spaniards  as  that  of  citizen 
Bichard  Meade. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  appearer  hath  signed  with  me,  the 
said  notary  and  witnesses,  and  I  have  caused  my  notarial  seal 
[l.8.]  to  be  hereto  affixed,  to  serve  and  avail  where  need  may  require, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

ALVABO  FLOBEZ  ESTBADA. 
In  testimonium  veritalis. 

D.  S.  MEBCEBON,  Not.  Pub. 

Witness :  Juan  Brco, 

6bo.  Bobbrts. 

Can8ulai.e  of  tJie  United  States  of  America^  London. 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and 
certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Daniel  Simon  Merceron,  who 
hath  signed  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admit- 
ted and  sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London,  aforesaid,  and 
that  to  all  acts  by  him  so  done,  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to 
be  given,  in  judicature,  and  thereout. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereanto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 

seal  of  the  said  consulate,  in  London,  aforesaid,  this  serenth 

[l.  s.]  day  of  Augnst,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the 

independence  of  the  United  States. 

THOS.  ASPINWALL. 


[To  be  annexed  to  the  report  in  the  case  of  B.  W.  Meade.] 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  the  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty  to  the 

Secretary  of  State, 

Spanish  Claims,  Officb  of  the  C!ohmibsion, 

Washington^  April  18,  1823. 

Sir:  Richard  W.  Meade,  who  is  a  claimant  hefore  us,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  22d  Fehruary,  1819,  and  who  represents  him- 
self to  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uuited  States,  has,  in  due  form,  made 
application  to  us  to  require  of  the  Spanish  government  certain  papers 
and  documents  which  are  considered  as  necessary  to  the  establishment 
of  his  claim,  and  which  are  specified  in  the  enclosed  paper. 

In  consequence  of  this  application^  we  are  compelled  to  trouble  you 
with  a  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  means  as  you 
may  think  proper  to  require  of  the  Spanish  authorities  the  documents 
referred  to. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

HU.  L.  WHITE, 
LITT.  W.  TAZEWELL, 
WILLIAM  KING. 

To  the  Secretary  of  State. 


dopy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  Mr,  Ntlsony  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  Spain. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  MaylZ,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Depart- 
ment from  the  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  22d  February,  1819,  and  of  a  schedule,  therewith  transmitted,  of 
documents  and  elucidations  relating  to  the  claim  of  B.  W.  Meade, 
required  by  him,  and  which  you  will  demand  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, in  execution  of  the  same  11th  article  of  the  treaty. 

From  a  communication  received  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  a  case  of 
another  similar  requisition,  it  appears  that  a  backwardness  in  furnish- 
ing these  papers  has  been  shown  by  the  head  of  the  table,  or  ofiScer 
in  the  foreign  dapartment,  whose  duty  it  was  to  furnish  them.  As 
the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  is  dear  and  explicit^  you  will  press  it,  if 
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necessary,  with  earnestness  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment. 

I  am,  with  crreat  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant^ 

JOHN  QUINOY  ADAMS. 


Schedule  of  papers^  documents^  and  vouchers,  relative  to  the  sundry  con' 
tracts  made  by  R.  W.  Meade  with  the  Spanish  government^  from  July^ 
1809,  to  Min/y  1814. 

FIRST  ITEM. 

A  sum  allowed  for  interest  on  the  bill  of  $300,000  on  Vera  Cru2j, 
which  bill  was  drawn  by  Don  Antonio  Baux  Bomanillos,  minister  of 
finance,  dated  Cadiz,  11th  March,  1812,  at  30  days'  sight,  to  the  order 
of  R.  W.  Meade,  on  the  viceroy  of  Mexico. 

Documents  relative  to  this  daim. 

First.  One  of  the  original  bills. 

Secondly.  The  antes,  or  proceedings,  instituted  in  this  case  by  the 
treasurer  general,  together  with  all  the  documenta.  on  the  subject  in 
ilbte  treasury  department. 

Thirdly.  Tth^  autos  instituted  before  the  intendant  of  Cadiz,  and  all 
the  documents  in  that  department. 

Fourthly.  The  autos  and  antecedentes  in  the  supreme  council' of 
hacienda,  and  all  the  official  communications,  both  private  and  public, 
from  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  to  the  minister  of  finance,  and  all  the 
other  documents  relative  to  this  affair  in  the  said  department  of 
finance. 

Fifthly.  A  certificate  from  two  respectable  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, stating  what  the  laws  of  Spain  are  relative  to  bills  of  exchange/ 
whether,  when  protested,  they  are  not  subject  to  damages,  redrafts, 
and  all  the  expenses  incident  to  similar  transactions  in  other  countries; 
whether  the  drawer  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  amount  expressed  in  the 
bill,  without  any  regard  to  premium  or  discount  allowed  at  the  time 
of  negotiation  ;  whether  the  usual  allowance  of  premium  or  discount 
on  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  in  Spain  on  the  Americas,  is  not  from  25 
to  33^  per  cent.;  and  yet,  if  the  bill  is  protested,  whether  the  drawer 
18  not  compelled  to  pay  the  full  amount  expressed  in  the  billy  besides 
interest  from  the  day  of  protest,  with  all  the  damages  and  expenses 
that  may  occur. 

Sixthly.  The  expediente  formed  by  the  captain  general  at  Cadiz,  as 
intendant  of  that  province,  asking  information  from  the  chamber  of 
commerce ;  from  Don  Benito  de  la  Pudra,  chief  of  the  office  of  consol- 
idation, Don  Ildefonso  Buis  del  Bio,  and  Don  Mequil  Lobo,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  respecting  the  customs  and  usages  relative 
to  similar  bills  ;  and  the  answers  which  were  called  for  by  the  inten- 
dant of  Cadiz  to  show  the  legal  right  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  fall  amount 
of  the  bill,  with  damages  and  Interest,  agreeable  tD  the  laws  and 
usages  in  similar  transactions. 
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SECOND  HEM. 

For  net  amoant  of  provisions  delivered  in  virtne  of  a  contract  made 
with  the  government,  nnder  the  guarantee  of  Vincent  Bertram  de 
Lis,  who  obliged  himself  to  pay  the  amount  as  surety  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  which 
a  judgment-was  obtained  in  the  roval  tribunal  of  commerce  against 
him,  and  suspended  by  the  captain  general  of  Madrid,  where  he 
resided. 

Documents  relative  to  this  Claim. 

1 .  The  original  treasury  note. 

2.  The  Autos,  or  proceedings,  in  the  suit  instituted  in  the  tribunal 
of  commerce  of  Cadiz. 

3.  The  autos,  or  proceedings,  in  the  suit  instituted  before  the  cap- 
tain general  of  Madrid. 

4.  And  all  the  documents  and  ofiScial  papers  in  the  offices  of  the  in- 
tendant  of  Cadtz^  treasurer  general,  and  of  the  minister  of  finance, 
from  18.4  to  the  year  1819,  on  this  subject. 

THIRD  ITBM. 

Balance  due  fcr  tobacco  sold  to  the  superintendant  of  Heville,  in 
1807  and  1808,  biiag  for  a  draft  on  Algesiras,  unpaid. 

Documents  relative  to  this  Claim. 

1.  The  expedientes  of  this  business,  which  exist  in  the  Superin- 
tendent's office  at  Seville,  the  treasurer  general's  office,  and  in  the 
department  of  the  minister  of  finance. 

2.  The  original  acknowledgment  of  the  sum  due,  and  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasurer  general,  Don  Jose  Moreno  y 
Martinez,  dated  11th  September,  1811^ 

FOURTH  ITEM. 

For  amount  of  a  loan  in  specie  of  |4,000,  made  by  B.  W.  Meade  to 
the  government,  on  the  2d  March,  1811. 

Documents  relative  to  this  Claim. 

1.  The  original  receipt  for  this  sum. 

2.  Besides  the  original  receipt,  a  document  is  required,  stating  the 
nature  of  the  loan,  and  that  the  sum  paid  by  Mr.  Meade  was  in 
specie. 

3.  A  certificate  is  also  required  to  prove  whether  the  whole  of  the 
loan  by  government,  of  which  this  forms  a  part,  has  not  since  been 

J)aid  in  public  stock,  and  the  interest  thereon  allowed  to  those  who 
oaned  the  money,  through  Spanish  citizens  or  subjects. 

FIFTH  ITBM. 

Amount  of  a  balance  due  B.  W.  Meade  for  flour  taken  from  his 
agent  at  Algesiras  for  the  use  of  the  citadel  of  Ceuta,  rls.  21,067. 
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Document  rdative  to  this  Claim. 

The  original  papers  from  the  municipality  of  Ceuta,  acknowledging 
this  debt. 

SIXTH  ITBM. 

Amount  of  sundry  sums  due  by  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  in  1810,  for  a 
cargo  of  barley,  destroyed  by  the  French  batteries  after  sale  and  de- 
livery ;  for  some  deduction  on  rice  sold,  and  for  the  expenses  of  the 
health  office  in  the  discharge  of  sundry  vessels  in  quarantine,  their 
cargoes  being  required  for  immediate  use  of  the  army :  which  expen- 
ses, by  agreement,  the  junta  were  to  pay. 

Documents  rdative  to  this  Claim. 

All  the  original  papers  relative  to  this  claim  in  the  department  of 
the  minister  of  finance. 

8BVENTH  ITBM. 

For  amount  of  a  loan  or  payment  to  the  colonel  of  the  provincial 
regiment  of  Cordova,  for  the  equipment  of  the  regiment. 

Document  rdative  to  this  Claim. 

The  original  document  of  this  payment  is  required. 

The  original  of  the  foregoing  documents,  marked  ^,  were  deliver- 
ed by  B.  W.  Meade  to  Don  Bruno  Yallarino,  president  of  the  junta 
appointed  by  his  Majesty  in  May,  1810,  on  his  demand ;  and  agreea- 
bly to  his  official  note  to  the  minister  of  finance,  were  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  that  department,  on  the  — — — -  day  of ,  1820,  in 

order,  as  he  states,  to  be  transmitted  to  their  respective  depart- 
ments to  be  cancelled. 

EIGHTH  HEM. 

Documents  relative  to  this  Claim. 

1.  Contract  made  by  the  director  general  of  rents  with  B.  W. 
Meade^  as  agent  for  Captain  Dickson,  dated  Madrid,  10th  August^ 
1815,  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  director  general  of  rents. 

2.  A  certificate  of  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  at  Cadiz,  consist- 
ing of  237  hogsheads. 

Note. — In  care  the  original  documents  cannot,  for  any  motive,  be 
iarnished,  authenticated  copies  are  required. 

NINTH  ITBM. 

Amount  of  fiour  due  to  James  Wardrop,  and  transferred  to  Mr. 
Meade,  as  agent  of  sundry  American  merchants. 
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Documents  relative  to  ths  Claim. 

1.  A  certificate  from  the  officers  of  the  treasury  department|  of  the 
snm  actually  due. 

2.  A  receipt  for  660,000  reals,  with  the  treasurer  of  Cadiz's  note  at 
the  bottom  of  two  payments,  of  15,000  reals  each,  making  30,000 
reals,  and  reducing  the  sum  dtie  to  630,000  reals  of  velion.  This  re- 
ceipt was  delivered  to  the  president  of  the  commission,  Don  Bruno 
Vallarino, 

3.  The  autos,  or  proceedings,  in  the  tribunal  of  commerce  in 
Cadiz,  of  Don  Diego  Hagerty  against  Don  Diego  Wardrop :  Mr. 
Hagerty  being  the  first  agent  employed  in  this  business  ;  he  transfer- 
red it  to  Mr.  Meade.  These  proceedings  prove  the  judgment  obtained 
against  Wardrop,  with  the  interest  awarded  to  be  due,  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  per  annum,  instead  of  only  6  per  cent.,  allowed  by  the 
commission  of  liquidation  at  Madrid,  and  proves  also  the  nature 
and  origin  of  the  debt. 

4.  Copies  of  the  royal  orders,  also  dated  24th  November,  1814, 
4th  April,  and  13th  June,  1815,  from  the  treasurer  general  of  rents 
at  Cadiz,  and  a  copy  of  the  official  letter  of  the  treasurer  of.  Cadiz, 
Don  Antonio  Alonzo,  to  B.  W.  Meade,  dated  22d  October,  1817. 

The  five  remaining  items  refer  to  the  failure  to  comply  with  the 
contracts,  oh  the  part  of  the  different  Spanish  governments  that  ruled 
the  country,  in  the  absence  of  Ferdinand,  from  the  year  1809  to  1814, 
inclusivt ;  the  great  injurias  and  damages  that  resulted  from  a  want 
of  compliance  with  specific  contracts  and  engagements,  and  the  con- 
stant promises  of  full  and  ample  compensation,  whenever  circum- 
stances should  permit  it. 

IhefoUoiving  documents  are  there/ore  necessary. 

Contract  of  12th  July,  1809,  made  by  E.  W.  Meade,  with  the  in- 
tervention of  the  sworn  broker,  Don  Prote  Alvarez  Manilla,  with 
the  treasurer  general,  Don  Vicente  Alcala  Guliano^  by  order  of  the 
minister  of  finance,  and  approved  by  the  committee  of  finance  of 
the  supreme  junta  contract,  and  the  deliveries  made  to  Don  Jose 
Maria  Yicenty^  director  of  the  provisions  of  Island  of  St.  Leon,  con- 
sisting of 

926  whole,  and 

158  half  casks  rice,  at  $7^  per  quintal,  . 
10,014  barrels  flour,  at  |11. 
Added  afterwards, 

500  barrels  flour,  -  *    • 

268^  casks  rice,  at  same  prices. 
The  amount  of  the  account,  as  per  contract,  $lir3,09?^&0. 

Second  Contract. 

On  the  14th  and  22d  August,  through  the  samo  broker,  Don  Pxote 
Alvarez  Manilla,  with  the  director  general  of  provisions : 
881  barrels  pork 
875  quintals  beans 
1,121  quintals  peas 
Amount  of  account,  as  per  contract,  $23,885  20. 
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Tkird  Contract. 

Contract  of  7th  December,  1809,  through  the  sworn  broker,  Doii 
Prote  Alvarez  Manilla^  with  the  treasurer   general,  Don  Yincente 
Alcala  Guliano,  and  approved  by  the  junta  contract,  and  delivered  to 
Jose  Maria  Yicenty,  director  of  provisions  at  the  Island  of  St.  Leon: 
20,000    barrels  flour,  at  $12 
2,200    barrels  pork,  at  $23 
3,018^  casks  rice,  at  |7  per  quintal 
Total  amount  of  account,  as  per  contract,  $418,495  30. 

Fourth  Contract. 

Sundry  contracts  with  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  made  in  the  year  1810. 
Two  of  these  contracts  were  for  one  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour ; 
fifty  thousand  barrels  each  contract. 

The  amount  of  the  contracts  with  the  junta  of  Cadiz  exceed  one 
million  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing articles : 

285  pieces  creas 
2,480  fanegas  barley 

2,232  quintals  codfish  • 

900  quintals  potatoes 
865  barrels  pork 
951  'barrels  salt  beef 
1,037  fanegas  Indian  corn 
161  quintals  biscuit 
40  barrels  brandy 
3,938  pipe  staves  for  casks 
366  quintals  pease 
855  quintals  beans 
223  quintals  cheese 
2^000  quintals  soap 
14,930  quintals  or  cwt.  rice 
109,000  barrels  fiour 

Contract  of  9th  March,  1811,   made  through  the  broker  of  the 
member,  Don  Luis  de  Bebaupierre,  with  Don  Jose  Perez  Quintero> 
treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  following  articles  : 
12,000  barrels  flour,  at  $15  75 
2,500  barrels  beef,  13  00 

2,181  barrels  pork,  23  00 

2,000  casks  rice,  6  50 

Amount  of  account  presented  as  per  contract,  $348,565  65. 

Contracts  of  16th  July,  1811,  with  the  Director  General  of  Pro- 
visions, approved  by  the  regency  on  the  19th  July,  and  made  through 
the  broker  of  the  member,  Don  Luis  Bebaupierre,  consisting  of  the 
following  articles : 

25,000  barrels  fiour,  at  $15  50 
10,768  quintals  rice,  at  |6  00 
1,816^  fanegas  sarbones,  or  beans,  at  $6  75 
1,121  fanegas  barley,  at  $2  90 
Amount  of  account  presented,  as  per  contract,  $467,622  65'.' 
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vX^tr^'t  QMuIe  under  18th  December,  ISll,  with  a  commission  of 
li)t^  muln^  of  Oidix  duly  authorized  to  that  effect  by  the  regency,  and 
{Hy^^v^  of  by  the  same  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  tor  the  fol- 
Wtu^ariicles: 

13,000  barrels  flour,  at  |16  75 
1,500  quintals  rice,  at     6  50 
500  barrels  salt  beef,  at  |16, 
450  barrels  pork,  at  $22. 
Amounting^  as  per  account  presented,  to  $245,000. 

Contract  of  21st  January,  1812,  made  by  the  minister  of  finances 
Jose  Canga  Arguelles,  by  order  of  the  cortes,  for  the  relief  of  Alicante 
and  Carthagena : 

12,000  barrels  flour,  at  $17. 
Amount  of  account,  $204,000. 

Contract  of  27th  February,  1812,  by  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  commis- 
sioned for  that  purpose  by  the  regency,  and  approved  of  by  the  same: 

14,000  barrels  flour,  at  $16  75 
2,500  quintals  rice,  at  $8, 
800  barrels  beef,  at  $18, 
600  barrels  pork,  at  $24. 
Amount  of  account  furnished,  as  per  contract,  $283,300. 

Contract  made  with  the  minister  of  finance,  by  order  of  the  intend- 
ant  of  Cadiz,  Don  Bernardo  Elizalde,  and  guarranteed  by  Vincent 
Bertram  de  Lis.  The  goods  were  delivered  in  August,  1813,  and  the 
receipt  for  them  signed  by  Don  Manuel  Franco,  storekeeper,  on  the 
8th  September : 

2,950^  barrels  flour, 
567   barrels  pork, 
504  barrels  beef. 
Amount  of  account  furnished  as  per  contract,  $71,453  50. 

Contract  of  5th  April,  1814,  made  with  Don  Bernardo  Elizalde, 
intendant  of  the  province  of  Cadiz,  through  the  sworn  broker,  Don 
Felipe  de  los  Hurs : 

3,000  barrels  flour,  at  $14  75  , 

4,000  quintals  rice,  at  $6  50 
600  barrels  beef,  at  $20, 
'450  barrels  pork,  at  $30. 
Amount  of  account  furnished,  as  per  contract,  $94,250. 

General  Summary  of  Contract. 

Contract  of  12th  July,  1809 $173,091  20 

Do.           14th  and  12th  August,  1809 23,885  20 

Do            7th  December,  1809 418,495  00 

Do            with  junta  supreme  of  Cadiz,  about 1,900,000  00 

Contract  of  9th  March,  1811 348,565  65 

Do            16th  July,  1811 467,622  65 

Do            18th  December,  1811 245,000  00 

Do            21st  January,  1812 204,000  00 
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Contract  of  27th  February,  1812 \ 283,300  00 

Do           August,  1813 71,453  50 

Do            5th  April,  1814 94,250  00 


$4,229,663  50 


Documents  required. 


First.  The  preceding  original  contracts. 

Secondly.  An  acknowledgment,  in  due  form,  of  every  one  of  them, 
T)eing  faithfully  complied  with  by  R.  W.  Meade. 

Thirdly.  The  correspondence  of  the  minister  of  finance,  the  Marquis 
of  HermoBOS,  the  director  of  provisions,  Don  Jose  Maria  Vicenty,  of 
Cosoria  of  Osio,  and  the  junta  superior  of  Cadiz,  relative  to  the  con- 
tract of  7th  December,  1809. 

Fourthly.  The  correspondence  on  this  subject  between  the  minister 
and  the  junta.  The  reclamation  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  acts  of  the 
junta,  to  show  where  and  how  this  amount  was  liquidated.  All  these 
papers  exist,  or  ought  to  be  among  the  archives  of  the  junta,  handed 
over  to  the  eeneral  government  when  it  ceased  its  functions,  and  ia 
the  finance  department. 

All  the  documents  relative  to  the  contract  of  the  9th  March,  16th 
July,  and  18th  December^  1811,  21st  January,  and  27th  February, 
1812,  are  in  the  archives  of  the  treasurer  general^  the  director  general 
of  provisions,  and  the  department  of  finance. 

The  major  part  of  the  payments  being  effected  in  the  departments 
of  Cadiz,  Madrid,  Seville,  and  Alicante,  the  particulars  will  be  required 
Irom  each  provincial  treasury,  of  the  modes  and  dates  of  payments. 

The  official  reclamations  in  the  finance  department,  and  in  the  offices 
of  the  different  treasurers,  will  show  the  payments,  and  when  and 
how  made. 

As  the  treasurers  were  changed  every  year,  and  each  one  reserving 
bis  ow  documents,  to  cancel  his  responsibility,  many  of  the  documents 
will  have  been  remitted  to  the  auditor  general's  office. 

A  separate  expediente,  or  process  verbal,  of  each  contract  ought  to 
exist  in  the  finance  department  and  the  treasurer  general's  office, 
relative  to  the  various  orders  issued  at  different  periods  for  the  pay- 
ments,  and  are  required. 

The  representations  of  B.  W.  Meade  to  the  extraordinary  cortes,  in 
session  at  Cadiz,  in  July  and  August,  1812.  The  cortes  thought  the 
business  of  so  much  importance  that  it  occupied  their  attention  several 
days  in  their  private  sessions,  and  they  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine into  the  business.  This  committee  was  authorized  to  call  for 
papers,  and  to  cite  persons,  which  they  did.  The  committee  finally 
made  a  report,  which  is  necessary,  together  with  all  the  proceedings 
and  documents  presented  to  the  cortes.  These  proceedings  and  docu- 
ments ought  to  be  in  the  archives  of  the  cortes. 

The  following  documents  are  cdso  required : 

First.  The  autos  or  proceedings  commenced  against  Mr.  Meade, 
by  Mr.  Duff,  the  British  consul,  in  the  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Cadiz 
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Secondly.  The  official  letters  of  Mr.  Duff  to  the  minister  of  finance 
and  the  treasurer  general,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Meade,  are  also  re- 
quired. 

Thirdly.  All  the  papers  and  documents  relative  to  a  deposite  of  a. 
large  quantity  of  flour,  made  by  Mr.  Meade,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Duff. 

Fourthly.  Expediente  and  papers  relative  to  a  draft  through  the 
minister  of  finance,  by  the  treasurer  general,  by  order  of  the  cortes, 
on  the  corporation  of  Cadi2s,  in  September,  1812,  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  which  draft  remained  unpaid. 

Papers  and  documents  relative  to  the  amount  awarded  to  be  due  B. 
W.  Meade,  for  his  imprisonment. 

First.  Autos  existing  in  the  consulado  of  Cadiz,  and  in  the  supreme 
tribunal  of  war,  commenced  by  John  McDermot,  against  B.  W.  Meade, 
for  the  payment,  a  second  time,  of  a  sum  of  162,000,  deposited  by 
order  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz,  in  the  royal  treasury  of 
that  province. 

Secondly.  Autos  on  the  same  subject  in  the  office  of  the  captain 
general  of  Andalusia  and  governor  of  Cadiz,  relative  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  Meade. 

Thirdly.  Copies  of  the  royal  orders  issued  through  the  minister  of 
state  to  the  council  of  war. 

Fourthly.  Copies  of  the  royal  orders  from  the  minister  of  finance  to 
the  council  of  war,  particularly  an  official  private  order  of  Don  Manuel 
Lopez  Arango  to  the  said  council. 

ConiiniMium  of  documents  required : 

First.  A  certi^cate  from  the  minister  of  state  of  finance,  showing 
that,  from  the  year  1805  to  the  present  period,  no  currency  existed  in 
Spain  except  gold  and  silver,  and,  particularly,  that  no  kind  of  paper 
money  was  in  circulation,  or  indeed  existed^  except  vales  reals,  which 
was  a  funded  debt  of  the  government,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  per  annum,  but  which  paper  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  currency  of  the  nation  or  the  contracts  of  the  government,  and  was 
never  bought^  sold,  or  received  in  payment,  except  under  special  con- 
tract  or  agreement  between  individuals,  the  same  as  the  funded  debt 
of  any  other  nation. 

Secondly.  A  certificate  from  the  minister  of  finance,  stating  the 
rate  or  rates  of  interest  which  was  paid  during  the  years  1811  and 
1812,  and  subsequently,  by  the  government,  on  moneys  taken  up  on 
loan  by  it. 

Thirdly.  A  certificate  from  the  minister  of  finance,  showing  whether 
the  different  governments  of  Spain  complied  with  the  engagements 
made  with  Mr.  Meade.  If  they  did  not,  what  were  the  reasons  of 
their  not  fulfilling  their  engagements. 

Whether  Mr.  Meade  was  not  entitled  by  law  to  ample  compensa- 
tion for  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  pay  him,  at  the 
different  periods,  and  in  the  divers  modes  of  payment  agreed  on. 
Whether  the  failure  proceeded  from  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  the 
government,  or  from  circumstances  not  within  the  control  of  the  gov* 
arnment. 


BICHABD  W.  MEADE.  373 

Whether  Mr.  Meade  was  not  entitled  by  law  to  interest  for  snms 
illegally  detained  from  him  by  the  government  and  its  agents. 

Whether  the  government  has  not  constantly  promised  to  make 
fnll  compensation  to  him  for  the  injuries  he  had  received  from  want  of 
punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  government^  long  prior  to  the  year  1819. 

Whether  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  Meade  was  not  considered  as  one  of  the 
most  sacred  nature  due  by  the  Spanish  nation. 

Whether  the  Spanish  government  would. not  have  paid  to  Mr.  Meade 
the  full  sum  awarded  to  be  due  him,  together  with  interest  thereon  till 
payment  was  effected,  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  not 
4iolemnly  agreed  to  assume  and  pay  the  debt. 

Whether  the  royal  commission  named  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in 
May,  1819,  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade,  was  not,  in  every 
point  of  view,  competent  to  decide  on  the  matters  submitted  to  them ; 
and  when  the  award  was  sanctioned  by  his  Majesty,  whether  it  was 
not  as  binding  on  the  nation  as  any  judgment  obtained  in  the  supreme 
councils  of  the  nation. 

Whether  the  appointment  of  such  a  special  commission  or  tribunal 
is  not  usual  in  opain,  and  resorted  to  in  cases  ot  the  highest  im* 
portance,  both  civil  and  criminal.  It  being  one  of  the  highest  pre** 
rogatives  of  the  royal  authority,  the  designation  or  appointment  of  a 
tribunal,  where  a  demand  against  the  nation  shall  be  heard  and  de- 
eded, and  whether  such  decisions,  when  approved  of  by  the  King,  are 
not  binding  on  the  nation. 

Whether  the  cortes  of  the  nation,  in  October,  1820,  did  not  acknow-- 
ledge  the  debt  due  to  Mr,  Meade,  as  finally  settled  by  the  commission^ 
and  send  the  same  to  the  Kicg^  through  the  secretary  of  state, 
directing  that  the  same  sht>uld  be  paid  to  Mr.  Meade  ;  provided  the 
same  had  not  been  assumed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
the  treaty  about  to  be  ratified  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas. 

Whether  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  the  minister  who  negotiated  the  treaty, 
did  not  officially  inform  the  government  of  Spain  that  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Meade  had  been  specifically  and  expressly  included  Id  the  treaty. 
And  whether  Mr.  Onis  did  not  demand  its  insertion,  by  name,  in  the 
treaty,  which  was  finally  given  up  for  state  reasons  alone ;  it  not  being^ 
thought  proper  to  insert  the  individual  name,  though  the  fifth  renun- 
'Ciation  was  inserted  for  the  express  object  of  including  this  claim. 

Whether  his  Majesty  did  not  in  the  month  of  August,  1818,  declare, 
by  a  royal  order,  that  compensation  should  be  made  to  Mr.  Meade  for 
liis- unjust  and  illegal  imprisonment  irom  May,  1816,  to  May,  1818  ; 
and,  if  so,  a  copy  of  the  original  document  is  required. 


Extract  of  a  UUer  from  Mr.  Nelson^  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  Statea,  at  Madrid^  to  Mr.  Adame^  Secretary  of  StatCj  dated 
26th  December,  1823. 

^'  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  (26th)  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Oount  of  Ofalia,  (Narcisso  Heredia,)  apprising  me  that,  during  the  in« 
disposition  of  the  Marquis  of  Casa  irujo,  the  King  had  appointed 
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him  (the  Count)  to  execute  the  duties  of  first  secretary  of  state.  Be- 
fore taking  leave  of  the  secretarj,  on  the  18th  instant,  I  stated  to  him 
that  I  was  instructed  to  ask  from  the  Spanish  government  certaiti  re- 
cords and  documents,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  February  22d,  1819, 
were  stipulated  to  be  furnished  on  the  demand  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment. That  I  would  send  a  note  specifying  the  papers  requsted, 
to  which  he  promised  readily  to  give  the  proper  direction  to  insure 
the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government  to  the  application.  On  the 
19th  I  addressed  to^him  a  note,  of  which  A,  enclosed,  is  a  copy,  ask- 
ing for  the  papers  called  for  by  the  commission,  under  11  th  article  of 
the  treaty :  Ist.  for  those  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Oliver,  in  Baltimore, 
which  form  the  subject  of  the  communication  from  the  depart- 
ment, No.  3  ;  2d.  those  called  for  by  the  same  board  in  the  case  of  B. 
W.  Meade,  and  which  form  the  subject  of  the  communication  No.  4, 
from  the  Department  of  State." 


Extract  cf  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ndaon  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  YrujOy 

{marked  A,)  daied 

Madrid,  Dtcemler  19,  1823. 

''The  undersigned,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  salutes  his  excellency  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo, 
his  Catholic  Majesty's  first  secretary  of  state,  and  of  the  despatch, 
and  begs  to  express  his  gratification  at  the  readiness  expressed  by  his 
excellency,  at  their  interview  of  the  IStl^  instant,  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  interest  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
which^  on  the  part  of  the  former,  have  been  confided  to  the  care  of  the 
undersigned.  At  the  instance  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  tne  treaty  of  22d 
of  February,  1819,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has 
directed  the  undersigned  to  ask  his  Catholic  Majesty's  government 
that  they  would  furnish,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  documents  and  elu- 
cidations which  are  specified  in  the  enclosed  applications,  and  which 
are  included  in  the  stipulations  of  the  aforesaid  treaty.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  add,  to  induce  his  excellency  to  give  prompt  and  immedi- 
ate attention  to  applications  for  records  and  documents  under  the 
treaty,  that  commissioners  appointed  under  it,  to  administer  justice  U> 
those  whose  rights  and  interests  are  secured  by  that  instrument,  are 
delayed  in  their  proceedings  through  want  of  these  documents.  Some 
of  these  boards  are  limited  in  their  duration  by  the  act  of  Congresa 
creating  them,  and  the  whole  exists  as  a  heavy  expense  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned  asks  leave  to  add,  that 
he  shall  feel  additional  gratification,  if  he  shall  be  enabled,  very  speed- 
ily, to  transmit  to  his  government  these  records,  on  which  the  inter* 
ests  of  very  many  individuals  entirely  depend." 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  NeUan  to  the  Count  of  Ofalia^  dated 

Madrid,  Fehrttary  11^  1824. 

'^  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the 
Count  of  Ofalia,  the  memorandum  of  cases  in  which  applications 
have  been  made,  under  the  Florida  treaty,  for  papers  and  documents, 
in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  made  by  his  excellency  in  the  con- 
versation which  the  undersigned  held  with  him  on  the  31st  January, 
ultimo,  and  which  have  not  been  complied  with,  and  begs  to  renew 
the  request  for  the  most  prompt  furnishing  of  these  documents,  to  en- 
able the  tribunals  instituted  under  that  treaty  to  proceed,  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible,  in  dispensing  Justice  to  those  whose  rights  and 
interests  are  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  provisions  of  that  instru- 
ment. The  undersigned  asks  of  his  excellency  that  the  legation  of 
the  United  States  may  be  furnished,  from  time  to  time,  with  such 
copies  of  the  papers  required  as  may  be  prepared  at  the  offices  ;  and 
that  the  delay  may  be  avoided  which  would  result  from  not  supplying 
any  until  the  whole  can  be  furnished.  The  undersigned  begs  leave, 
also,  again  to  suggest,  that  the  tribunals  constituted  in  America,  un- 
der the  treaty,  are  limited  in  their  duration,  and  that  great  inconve- 
nie^nce  and  injury  may  arise  from  the  delay  which  is  experienced  in 
these  applications.  The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  spirit  of  justice 
which  was  manifested  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Florida  treaty,  may 
be  still  found  to  preside  over  the  councils  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  in 
their  deliberations ;  and  that  most  prompt  compliance  with  these  stip- 
ulations, which  are  designed  to  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  indi- 
viduals, too  long  aggrieved  by  delays  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
claims  for  just  redress,  will  be  accorded  in  the  minor  part  which 
Spain  has  covenanted  to  perform  in  regard  to  these  rights  and  inter- 
ests.'' 

^'  3d.  In  the  case  oi  Richard  Meade j  the  documents  which  are  re- 
quired, are  specifically  described  in  the  papers  accompanying  the  ap- 
plication of  the  19th  December,  1823." 


[Translation.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  of  Ofaliay  Minister  of  Despatch  and 
of  Foreign  Affaires  of  Spain^  to  Mr.  Nelson^  dated 

Aranjuez,  May  14,  1824. 

**  Your  penetration  saves  me  the  trouble  of  pointing  out  the  abso- 
lute impossibility  of  collecting,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  documents 
which  are  required,  either  on  account  of  their  extent  in  some  of  said 
cases,  or  their  great  number  in  others,  especially  in  that  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Meade,  as  you  will  have  observed  by  looking  at  the  list  which  ac- 
companies the  letter  of  the  American  commissioners  of  the  18th  April, 
1823." 
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Eoctract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nelson  ^  to  the  Secretary  of  Statey  dated 

Madbib,  July  31, 1824. 

^^  The  Spanisli  goYernment  seems  disposed  to  proceed  with  the  calls 
made  upon  them  for  papers,  and  we  may  now  be  permitted  to  indulge 
the  hope  that  most  of  the  records  which  have  been  asked  for,  will  be 
supplied  before  a  very  distant  day.  From  this  calculation,  1  fear^  we 
must  exclude  the  papers  in  Meade's  case,  which,  being  so  voluminous, 
although  entered  upon  by  the  Spanish  officers,  apparently  in  good 
faith  to  supply  them,  seem  to  forbid  any  well  founded  expectation  that 
they  can  be  very  speedily  furnished." 


No.  26. 

Washington,  Fthruary  13,  1821. 

Sir  :  Having  made  a  few  corrections  in  my  memorial,  for  the  sake 
of  greater  accuracy,  in  certain  points  of  no  great  importance,  and  of 
more  perspicuity  in  others,  I  request  that  you  will  receive  the  enclosed 
corrected  memorial  in  place  of  the  one  before  sent.  ^ 

I  have  had  some  additional  copies  printed,  not  for  publication,  but 
merely  for  the  use  of  those  who  might  have  occasion  officially  to  con- 
sider the  memorial,  and  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  one  dozen  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  cabinet  if  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect  and  consideration, 
your  most  obedient  servant  and  fellow-citizen, 

E.  W.  MEADE. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington^  February  13,  1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  letter  and 
memorial  to  the  President,  of  B.  W.  Meade,  has  the  honor  of  report- 
ing his  opinion.  That,  from  the  nature  of  the  claim  now  first  an- 
nounced by  Mr.  Meade  in  the  letter,  it  will  be  proper  that  it  should  be 
communicated  to  the  Senate  when  the  ratification  by  Spain  of  the 
treatv  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  shall  be  submitted  to 
that  body  for  their  advice  and  consent,  to  receive  it  in  exchange  for 
the  ratification  of  the  United  States  heretofore  given. 

With  regard  to  the  material  facts  alleged  by  Mr.  Meade  in  support 
of  his  claim  to  a  distinct  and  separate  engagement  involved  in  the 
treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  the  whole  of  his  liqui- 
dated demand  upon  Spain,  he  has  been  misinformed.  Neither  his 
nor  any  other  individual  claim  was  ever  mentioned  between  the  nego- 
tiators of  the  treaty;  no  proposal  was  consequently  ever  made  by  Mr. 
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Onis  that  it  should  be  inserted  bj  name.  It  was  known  that  Mr. 
Meade  had  a  large  unliquidated  claim  on  the  Spanish  government, 
and  he  had  been  informed,  according  to  his  request,  that  it  would  be 
considered  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  common  with 
others,  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty;  but,  of  the  amount  or  validity 
of  the  claim,  this  government  had  no  knowledge  sufficient  to  warrant 
any  special  engagement  to  assume  it,  had  such  a  proposal  been  made; 
and,  by  Mr.  Meade's  own  statement,  it  was  not  liquidated  until  nearly 
a  year  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  then  without  the  privity 
of  this  government,  and  not  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty 
for  all  claims  provided  for  by  it. 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Meade's  memorial,  drawn  from  the  law  of 
nations,  as  in  his  opinion  applicable  to  the  case,  and  founded  upon  a 
statement  of  facts,  the  most  essential  of  which  are  unfounded,  may 
bo  left  to  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  drawn  in  the  memorial,  between  the  claims  of  a  cit- 
izen of  one  country  upon  the  government  of  another,  arising  from  coiP' 
tract  or  from  wrong ^  is  unboudtedly  so  far  just  that  the  claimant  by 
contract  cannot  resort  to  the  interposition  of  his  own  government  to 
obtain  from  the  other  satifaction  for  his  claims  to  the  same  extent  as 
the  claimant  from  wron^.  The  government  of  the  claimant  by  con- 
tract, can  interpose  in  his  behalf  only  by  its  good  offices,  and  cannot, 
as  the  memorial  states,  press  to  the  extent  of  reprisals  for  satisfaction 
of  the  claim.  It  has  no  right  to  interpose  at  ail,  without  the  solicit- 
ation of  the  claimant  himself,  who,  having  staked  his  interest  upon 
his  own  confidence  in  the  government  with  which  he  contracts,  may 
properly  abide  by  the  result  of  that  confidence,  without  calling  upon 
his  country  to  make  itself  a  party  to  the  demand.  But  if  he  does  ap- 
peal to  his  own  government  lor  that  adventitious  aid,  to  which  other 
contractors  with  the  same  party,  and  on  the  same  security,  cannot  re- 
sort, he  thereby  voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a  subject  of  negotiation 
and  of  those  compromises  in  which  all  national  adjustments  of  indi- 
vidual claims  must  and  do  always  coneist.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pur- 
sue this  position  into  the  detail  ot  argument  by  which  it  is  susceptible 
of  illustration.  No  special  provison  for  the  individual  claim  of  Mr. 
Meade  ;  no  express  renunciation  of  it  was  ever  made  or  contemplated 
by  the  treaty,  nor  was  any  mention  made  of  it  by  General  Yives  in 
delivering  to  me  the  ratification  of  his  sovereign. 

By  the  statement  of  the  memorial  itself,  it  was  questionable  to  the 
cortes  and  to  the  Spanish  minister  of  finances,  whether  it  was  included 
in  the  renunciations  of  the  9th  article  or  not.  If  it  was,  Mr.  Meade 
will  be  entitled  to  the  indemnities  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  the 
forms  provided  by  the  same  instrument.  If  it  was  not^  his  resort  is, 
as  it  originally  was,  exclusively  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  the 
cortes  in  recognizing  his  claim  have  given  directions  for  its  payment. 

To  the  P&EsinsNT  of  the  United  States. 
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No.  26. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 
Washingtony  February  27, 1828. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  of  the  25th  instant,  directing  him  to  transmit  to 
that  House  all  the  evidence  in  this  department  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  exclusive  of  such  part  thereof  as  goes  to  prove  said 
Meade  to  be  a  citizen  of.  the  United  States,  has  the  honor,  herewith,  to 
lay  before  the  House  all  the  papers  submitted  by  Mr.  Meade,  to  the 
late  commission  under  the  Florida  treaty,  in  support  of  his  claim  un- 
der that  treaty,  with  the  exception  above  mentioned  ;  which  papers 
were  deposited  in  this  office  upon  the  dissolution  of  that  commiasion, 
and,  with  the  documents  particularly  indicated  by  references  in  the 
margins  of  the  two  printed  volumes  accompanying  this  report,  the 
one  entitled  ^ 'State  papers,  2d  session,  18th  Congress,  I.  1 824-' 25," 
from  page  291  to  296,  inclusively,  and  the  other,  * 'Senate  document?, 
2d  session,  18th  Congress,  II.  1844-'45,"  from  page  3  to  83,  inclu- 
sively, are  believed  to  contain  all  the  papers  in  the  possession  of  this 
department,  which  come  within  the  purview  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House. 

H.  CLAY. 


No.  27. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the 
convention  with  Spain^  of  the  22dof  February,  1819. 

''The  undersigned  will  add  nothing  further  than  to  say  that,  as  the 
full  amount  of  the  sums  allowed  to  the  different  claimants  is 
$5,454,645  13,  while  the  treaty  limits  the  extent  of  the  liability  of  the 
United  States  'to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,'  the 
commission  found  it  necessary  to  abate  each  claim  allowed  'pro  rata.' 
This  ratable  abatement  of  each  claim,  according  to  its  amount,  equals 
8^  per  cent.,  so  that  the  claimants,  instead  of  receiving  the  fdl 
amount  of  their  respective  claims  as  allowed,  will  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive only  the  balance  after  this  per  centage  is  deducted." 


No.  28.— (No.  5.) 


Madrid,  ano  de  1820. 

Testimonio  del  expediente  original,  formado  consecuente  anno  Bl. 
orden  de  tere  Mayo  de  1819,  en  que  el  Bey  sesirvis  nombrar  en  peros 
dem  B.  C.  confianza,  para  liquidar  los  creditar  que  Don  Bicardo  Meade, 
cuidadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  renia  con  la  real  hazienda,  de 
veniltar  de  los  adelantas  trechos  par  Meade  a  la  misma. 
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Primera  Vegor  a  Don  Bicardo  Meade  a  8.  M. 

Senor  Doa  Bicardo  Meade^  ciadadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America,  a  vuestra  Magestad  con  el  mas  profundo  respeto  haoe  pre- 
Bente  ;  que  ni  los  interesantes  servicios  execatados  en  los  tiempos  mas 
calami tosos,  ni  el  costenimiento  de  los  exercitos  de  vidos  en  una  gran 
parte  al  que  representa  ni  el  eminente  viergo  de  perder  su  opinion  7 
credito  per  sostener  la  guerra  que  se  mantenia  en  defensa  de  vuestra 
Magestad  7  de  su  Frono,  hansido  vastanses  para  poneste  a  cubierto  de 
la  malignidad,  de  la  persecucion  7  de  la  ineriga.  Los  el  contrario 
estas  pasiones  mal  hechorasy  parece  se  aumentaban  en  proporcion  de 
prestar  Meade  ma7ores  reneficios  a  la  nacion  Espanola.  A  si  os  que 
en  el  ano  de  mil  ochocientos  doce,  le  devia  el  Govierno  que  mandaba 
a  nombre  de  vuestra  Majestad  sobre  diez  7  seis  millones  de  reales  im- 
IK>rte  de  los  vives  que  habia  subminiserado  para  mantener  a  los  defen- 
sores  del  legitimo  Be7  de  los  Espanas,  7  en  ves  de  ruscar  medios  para 
satisfacer  le  se  adoptaron  todas  aquellas  medidas  que  parecian  las  mas 
propias  7  lo  eran  con  efecto  para  acabar  de  una  vez  con  el  credito  mer- 
eantil  de  Meade,  empenado  no  solo  en  sus  fondos^  si  tambien  en  los  que 
le  habian  dispensado  la  confianzo  de  sus  amigos  7  estaban  empleados 
en  la  manutencion  del  soldado.  Increible  parece  una  conducta  tan 
distante  del  orden,  si  los  misenos  acallimientos  no  servieran  de  testi- 
gos  de  la  proxima  ruina  que  amenazaba  a  Meade,  de  sus  clamores  en 
infinidad  de  representaciones  privadas,  7  ultimamente  de  los  impresos 
en  que  manifesto  al  publico  su  conducta,  7  la  de  ciertos  funcionarios 
del  Govierno  EspanoK  Ofala  que  los  criticas  circumstancias  en  que 
se  vio  constituido  el  que  representa  per  no  cumplirle  nada  de  cuanto 
de  le  opecio,  no  lurbiesen  exigido  se  mefantes  medidas,  pero  como  si 
fnese  an  crimen  reclamar  el  sagrado  cumplimiento  de  los  contratos, 
Meade  experimento  que  sobre  no  pagarscle  se  le  condugere  a  un  en- 
cierro  de  los  dela  carcel  Publica  de  Cadiz,  se  le  mantubo  alii  por  mas 
de  tres  meres,  7  no  obtubo  su  libertad  sino  vafo  fianza  Caralera.  Desde 
aquel  momento  no  se  ha  perdonado  medio  ni  recurso  para  perseguirle 
7  una  Cadena  de  sucesos  nacen  ver  que  solo  vuestra  Magestad  podra 
poner  limites  a  tantos  desaciertos  ominosos  al  credito  de  la  Real  Ha- 
cienda, 7  sin  otra  ventafa  que  la  de  saciar  unos  su  venganza  7  otros 
SOS  criminales  de  interes  delincuente.  En  los  restos  de  los  diez  7  seis 
millones  del  ano  de  doce  que  importan  muchos  mi  les  de  Pesos  se  Cu- 
enta  una  letra  que  se  le  dio  contra  las  caxas  de  Vera  Cruz  que  se  pro- 
testo  7  no  fue  pagada,  7  por  ella  debe  percivir  sobre  tres  millones  de 
reales,  CU70  espediente  obra  en  el  consefo  de  Hacienda,  7  en  el  cual 
continuando  los  tramites  regulares^  como  si  la  Real  Haciendo  fuese 
qualquiera  girante,  imvestidura  que  adopto,  debera  satisfacer  el  Real 
Erario  por  recasa  premios,  perfuicios  7  demas  alffunos  millones  de 
reales.  Tambien  tienen  relacion  con  los  creditos  del  que  representa 
mas  de  cincuenta  mil  pesos  fuertes  a  que  asciende  el  valor  e  intereses 
de  viveres  subministrados  vafo  la  gatantia  de  Don  Vicente  Beltian  de 
Lis,  7  CU70  libramiento  obra  en  poder  de  Meade  sin  que  lia7a  servido 
de  nada  la  Executoria  que  gano  para  el  pa70  contra  el  mismo  Beltran 
pues  estano  ha  tenido  efecto,  7  sin  accion  estan  espeditas  para  repetir 
contra  la  Real  Teroreria.    Finalmente  no  puede  nnnca  ser  un  obgeto 
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de  olyido  la  representacion  dirifida  por  el  Embasador  Americano  en 
nombre  del  Goyierno  de  log  Estados  Unidos  pidiendo  el  resarcimiento 
de  los  daftos  y  perfuicios  que  Meade  safrio  por  mas  de  dos  anos  en  el 
Castillo  en  que  mando  ponerle  el  consefo  de  la  guerra  y  cuya  prision 
declare  ruestra  Magestad  ilegal  y  nada  oonforme  a  justicia.  Tantos 
excesos  a  la  vez  cometidos  con  un  Estrangero  que  puede  gloriarse 
de  haver  hecho  a  ruestra  Magestad  mas  seryicios  que  todos  sub  casallos 
comercianteSy  y  una  gran  parte  de  los  que  occupan  puestos  distinquidos 
exigian  por  lo  menos  otros  miramientos  bien  distantes  del  sacri- 
ficio  de  la  persona  y  vienes  seeem  se  ha  hecho,  solo  por  que  la  sala  de 
Justicia  del  conseso  supremo  ae  la  guerra  ha  concevido  un  odio  tan 
mortal  contra  este  buen  servidor  de  la  Espafla,  que  no  parece  sine  que 
BUS  crimenes  son  de  tanto  tamano  como  sus  seryicios,  o  mefor  dicho 
vue  confundiendo  las  ideas  se  tienen  las  virtudes  por  delito.  Desa- 
parezcan  de  una  vez  obgetos  tan  poco  conformes  a  justicia,  y  si  no 
pueden  evitarce  los  sufrimientos  personales  y  a  paderidos,  a  lo  menos 
reparense  con  un  testimonio  publico  arreglando  una  liquidacion  de 
creditos  y  reuniendo  los  antecedentes  que  obran  en  la  Tesoreria,  con- 
sexo  de  Hacienda,  y  ministerio  de  este  ramo,  todo  lo  cual  junto  con  la 
exposicion  del  Embasador  Americano  servira  de  vase  a  los  que  ocupan- 
do  la  confianza  de  vuestra  Magestad  scan  nombrados  para  este  arreglo 
y  para  fixar  la  liquidacion  de  creditos  y  el  resultado  que  esta  arrofe. 
No  es  una  gracia,  la  que  Meade  reclama  hoy  de  vuestra  Magestad 
porque  solo  pide  la  justicia  de  que  se  le  forme  una  liquidacion  para 
que  jamas  se  desde  ni  del  total  ni  desu  verdadero  credito.  Esta  liqui- 
dacion ha  de  hacerse  conpresencia  de  los  antecedentes  ya  indicados,  de 
los  libramientos  y  creditos  que  obran  en  poder  de  Meade  y  como  que 
los  que  ban  de  hacer  la  liquidacion  ban  de  ser  sugetos  nombrados  por 
vuestra  Magestad,  famas  puede  haber  una  desconfianza  en  entrar  en 
ella,  in  en  arreglar  elpago  de  un  modo  tan  ventajoso  que  apenas  pueda 
llamarse  tal,  por  parte  de  la  Real  Hacienda ;  pero  sobre  los  medios  de 
realizar  el  pago  no  hay  hoy  por  que  detenerse  ni  menos  tratar  de  ello 
siendo  un  obgeto  secundiario  y  subordinado  a  la  liquidacion.  Si  a 
Meade  le  interesa  en  sa  particular  este  arreglo,  no  interesa  menos  a 
vuestra  Majestad  el  que  se  concluyan  de  una  vez  sus  reclamaciones, 
tanto  por  la  via  de  Govierno,  como  en  los  tribunales  de  justicia  los 
cuales  al  fin  administrandosela,  habrian  de  sefialar  algunos  millones 
por  la  justa  indemnizacion  de  giros  mercantiles,  peno  con  la  liquida- 
cion propuesta  todo  se  concluye  de  una  vez  y  ella  es  tan  justa  como 
que  mediando  entregas  de  articulos,  dacion  de  libramientos  y  falta  de 
pago  de  estos,  nada  es  tan  justo  como  apurar  el  estado  que  exista  en- 
tre  Meade  y  la  Real  Hacienda ;  por  tanto  :  Supplica  a  vuestra  Mages- 
tad se  digne  nombrar  dos  o  tres  sugetos  que  sean  de  su  real  confianza 
para  que  como  comisionados  especiales  y  con  amplias  facuUades  reuni- 
endo todos  los  antecedentes  que  existen  en  la  tesoreria  general,  consefo 
de  Hacienda,  ministro  de  este  ramo  e  Intendencia  de  Cadiz  con  todo 
lo  demas  que  estimen  oportuno  para  tomar  una  idea  exacta  y  con  pre- 
sencia  igualmente  de  los  libramientos  que  obran  en  poder  de  Meade, 
procedan  a  formar  una  liquidacion  del  saldo  que  resulte  en  su  favor 
por  todos  SUB  creditos ;  y  verificado  esto  oyendo  a  Meade  sobre  dichas 
materias,  como  igualmente  en  las  proposiciones  que  ludere  oonsulten 


BICHABD  W.  HEADE.  381 

a  yaefltrs  Magestad  el  medio  que  estimen  mas  ventafoso  para  qae  se  le 
haga  pago  de  su  haber.  Gracia  que  espera  de  vuestra  Magestad. 
Madrid  siete  de  enero  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  uneve.  Sefior  Bicardo 
Meade.  Es  copia  de  la  original  que  con  esta  fecha  diriso  al  Sefior 
Ministro  Plenipotenciario  de  los  Estados  Unidos  cerca  de  sa  Magestad 
Catolica,  para  qne  se  sirva  dirigirla  por  la  secretario  del  despacho  de 
estado.  Madrid  siete  de  enero  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  unere.  Bi- 
cardo Meade. 

Stgunda  er  poricion  se  Dn,  Bicardo  Meade  a  S.  M. 

Senor  Don  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America  a  Ynestra  Magestad  con  el  mayor  respeto  hace  presenter 
Que  en  el  mes  de  Enero  de  esto  aflo  solicito  que  cuestna  majestad  se 
sinviesce  nombrar  dos  o  tres  personas  de  su  confianza  que  liquidareu 
los  cuentas  pendientes  entre  el  suplicante  y  la  Beal  Hacienda  con  el 
obgeto  de  evitar  reclamaciones,  y  de  molestar  continuamente  la  aten- 
cion  de  Yuestra  Majestad.  Este  medio  Sencillo  y  justo  que  por  Vues- 
tra Majeatad  se  ha  adoptado  en  otras  ocasiones,  es  anologo  a  los  Beales 
interesesy  y  a  la  justicia,  porque  con  el  terminaban  las  diferentes  re- 
clamaciones  que  existen  en  el  dia^  y  todo  se  arreglaba  sin  dispendios, 
gastos  ni  incomodidades.  Sin  embargo  la  solicione  del  suplicante  se 
paso  al  Ministerio  de  Hacienda,  y  hasta  el  dia  no  solo  no  hay  resolu- 
cion  alguna  sino  que  est&  paralizada  y  sin  curso.  SeSor,  el  suplicante 
no  acierta  con  el  motive  de  uta  inaccion,  porque  si  ee  ha  erchido  que 
el  medio  puede  ser  util  al  que  representa,  la  misma  utilidad  resulta  a 
la  Beal  Hacienda,  a  mas  de  que  el  suplicante  no  solo  no  ha  pedido 
que  se  le  pa^ue  sino  que  ha  indicado  que  si  resulta  ser  acrudor,  pro- 
pondra  medios  para  estinguir  elcredito  que  si  se  adoptan  lo  sera  sin 
desembolso,  y  sin  perjuicio  ninguno.  Si  Meade  fuera  un  hombre  que 
aspirara  a  perjudicar  a  la  Beal  Hacienda  podrian  desestimarae  sus  so- 
licitudes ;  pero  Senor  parece  que  contribuye  a  ello,  la  franqueza  con 
qne  se  produce  ya  que  lo  fue  tambien  para  comprometer  sus  intereses 
y  los  desus  corresponsales,  para  sostener  la  justa  causa  de  Yuestra 
Magestad  y  de  la  nacion  entera.  El  suplicante  habria  logrado  que 
se  le  liquidase  con  solo  pedir  que  Yuestra  Magestad  le  pagase  una 
cantidad  cualquiera  y  este  medio  que  se  hubiera  adoptado  con  solo  una 
solicitud  obscura  y  embozada,  se  desprecia  porque  se  ha  propuesto  con 
franqueza  y  buena  fee.  En  esta  atencion.  Suplica  a  Nuestra  Mages- 
tad se  digne  resolver  lo  que  sea  de  su  Soberano  agrad  a  su  anterior 
solicitud,  para  que  no  se  aumenten  de  dia  en  dia  los  perjuicios  y  gas- 
tos que  se  siguen  al  suplicante.  Asi  lo  espera  de  la  justificacion  de 
Yuestra  Magestad.  Madrid  nueve  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochocientos  diez 
7  nueve :  Sefior  Bicardo  Meade :  Es  copia  de  la  original  que  con  esta 
fecha  dirijo  al  Sefior  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Pienipotenciaris 
cerca  de  su  Magestad  Catolica.  Madrid  nueve  de  Marzo  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos diez  y  nueve  Bicardo  Meade. 

Beal  orden  7  Mayo  a  1819;  none  hrajido  la  comiaumpd.  liquidar  la  cuerUa. 

Con  esta  fecha  comunico  al  senor  secretario  de  estado  y  del  despacho 

la  real  orden  siguiente.    He  dado  asenta  al  rey  nuesto  sefior  del  oficio 

▼  i;ec€nia  de  veinta  y  seis  de  enero  ultimo  al  que  acompaSabi  una 
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repreflentacion  hesha  por  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  cuidadano  de  los  Esta- 
do8  TJnidos  de  America,  apoyada  j  remitida  al  ministerio  del  cargo  de 
Yuecencia  por  el  ministro  de  los  Estados  TJnidos  cerca  de  su  magestad 
en  la  que  el  espresado  Meade  pedia  se  nombrasen  dos  o  tres  sngetos  de 
la  Beal  confianza,  para  qne  como  comisionados  esperiales  con  amplias 
facultrades,  7  renniendo  los  antecedentes  que  obran  en  este  ministerio, 
en  la  tesoreria  general,  consefo  de  hacienda,  e  yntendencia  de  Cadiz^ 
procedaD  a  forma  una  liquidacion  del  saldo  que  resulte  a  su  favor  por 
todos  sus  creditos  ;  7  tambien  por  la  recompensa  que  le  es  devida  a 
causa  de  sus  perdidas  j  sufrimientos  personales,  oyendo  le  a  cerca  del 
particular,  7  las  proposiciones  que  lisciese,  7  consultando  a  su  mages- 
tad sobre  todo.  Ati  mismo  se  tra  enterado  de  lo  que  con  este  motive 
impormo  el  senor  duque  presidente  del  oonsepo  de  jEacienda  a  quien  se 
paso  para  el  efecto ;  7  de  lo  que  vuecencia  se  sinvio  manifestarme 
sobre  el  misimo  asunto,  en  contestacion  de  presencia  de  abril  proximo 
pasado ;  7  con  presencia  de  todo^  j  de  los  antecedentes,  confer mandose 
con  el  dictamen  dado  por  el  citado  sefior  duque  presidente  del  consefo 
de  hacienda ;  se  tra  dignado  su  Magestad  acceder  a  la  solicitud  de 
Don  Bicardo  Meade,  nombrando  para  la  oomision  que  con  vista  de 
antecedentes  ha  de  en  la  relacionada  liquidacion  de  los  creditos,  7  re- 
clamaciones  de  aquel  a  Don  Bruno  Vallarino  ministro  del  consefo  de 
Yndias  :  a  Don  Jos6  Vasquez  Ballesteros,  fiscal  del  de  hacienda  ;  al 
Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  ministro  decano  del  tribunal  de  contadaria 
ma7or  de  cuentas ;  7  a  Don  Juan  Florin,  oficial  de  la  secrataria  de 
Estado  7  del  despacho  de  Hacienda."  Lo  que  trastado  a  Vsted  de 
real  orden  para  su  inteligencia  7  govierno :  Dios  guarde  a  Ystad  muchos 
ano7.  Palacio  siete  de  ma70  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  nueve,  Jos^  de 
Ymas :  Seflor  Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

Notaj  para  da  por  Meade  al  a  comision. 

Nota  de  los  documentos  que  el  exelentisimo  seflor  ministro  de 
hacienda  debe  pedir  o  presentar  a  la  comision  para  que  esta  pueda 
enterarse  de  los  antecedentes  de  las  reclamas  de  Meade  on  espediente 
formado  por  orden  del  tesorero  general  del  Be7no  por  el  exoelentisimo 
Sefior  Bubdelegado  de  rentas  a  Csuiiz,  sobre  el  exigir  a  Bicardo 
Meade  que  pagare  o  afianzase  la  cantidad  la  cantidad  de  setecientos 
cincuenta  mil  reales  de  vellon  por  exceso  que  pretendio  dicho  tesorero 
haberse  satisfecho  demas  a  Meade  en  el  pago  del  saldo  de  los  trescientos 
mil  Pesos  fuertes  de  la  letra  contra  las  caxas  reales  de  Veracruz  que 
fue  protastoda  por  falta  de  pogo,  que  existe  en  la  subdelegacion  de  Cadiz. 

Autos  que  existen  en  el  supremo  consefo  de  hacienda  sobra  lo  mismo. 

Antecedentes  de  este  mismo  negocia  que  deben  existir  en  la  secre- 
taria  de  Hacienda  de  Espyfia  7  de  Tndias. 

Autos  seguidos  por  Dod  Bicbardo  Meade  contra  Don  Vicente  Ber- 
tran  de  Lis  que  se  nallan  en  el  dia  en  el  tribunal  de  alzadas  de  Cadiz, 
pero  como  es  posible  que  ha7an  side  debueltos  por  ese  tribunal  al  con- 
sulado,  el  oficio  pidiendo  su  remision,  deve  dirifirce  a  alzadas  pero 
mandando  que  en  elcaso  de  haberse  debuelto  los  autos  al  consulado 
dicho  tribunal  superior  debe  trastadar  la  orden  al  consulado  para  su 
de  vido  cumplimiento. 

Antecedentes  que  ei^isten  en  la  secretaria  de  hacienda,  en  la  tesore 
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ria  general,  7  en  la  capitania  general  de  castilla  la  caeva  Madrid  aobre 
la  mismo  reclamo  contra  Vicente  Bertran  de  Lis. 

Antecedentes  que  existen  en  la  eecretaria  de  hacienda  p  en  la 
tesoreria  general  de  una  reclama  de  Meade  contra  la  extinguida  junta 
superior  de  Cadiz,  7  CU70S  negocias  cuando  so  extinguio  dicha  junta 
paaaron  todos  a  hacienda. 

Autos  que  existen  en  el  supremo  tribunal  de  gurera  principiados 
per  Macdermoty  contra  Meade,  sobre  validez  de  un  deposito  que  el  real 
tribunal  del  consulado  mando  que  Meade  verificase  en  la  tesoreria  de 
rentas  de  su  Magestad  en  Cadiz  7  de  resultas  de  este  pleyto  Meade  fue 

{)re80  en  el  Castillo  de  Santa  Catalina  por  mas  de  dos  anos  7  puesto  en 
ibertad  por  or  den  de  su  magestad  quien  declaro  ilegales  e  injusto 
todos  los  procedimientos  del  supremo  consefo  de  la  guerra,  7  ultima- 
mente  a  solicitud  de  Meade  apo7ada  por  el  embasador  de  los  Estados 
TJnidos  su  Magestad  consulto  al  mismo  conseso  sobre  el  resarcimiento 
de  los  dajlos  7  perjuicious  que  reclama  Meade,  7  es  uno  de  los  puntos 
principales  que  debe  arreglar  7  fixar  la  comision. 

Antecedentes  que  existen  en  la  tesoreria  general  7  en  lade  hacienda 
de  Cadiz,  sobre  el  pago  de  ochocientos  treinta  7  cuatro  mil  trienta  7 
siete  reales  ocho  maravedis  vellon  a  Don  Diego  Wardrop  que  se  comu- 
nico  por  el  tesorero  general  con  fecha  teinte  7  aratro  de  Noviembre  de 
mil  ochocientos  catorce  el  que  por  executoria  del  7ntendentede  Cadiz  7 
tribunal  de  alzadas  de  la  provincia  de  Cadiz  se  mando  satisfacer  a 
Meade,  7  de  que  recivio  parte  quedando  lo  damas  pendiente  sin  otro 
motivo  que  el  de  pretender  el  tesorero  de  hacienda  Don  Antonio  Alon- 
zo  que  no  tenia  fondos  con  que  satisfacer  dicho  credito  sin  embargo  de 
cuatro  reales  ordenes  mandando  el  pago  de  su  importe  con  toda  pre* 
ferencia. 

Antecedentes  sobre  las  varias  contratas  celebradas  con  los  diferentes 
goviernoa  de  Espaila  por  Meade  des  de  Diciembre  de  mil  ochocientos 
nueve  por  la  junta  central  de  Sevilla  hasta  las  del  aAo  de  mil  ochocientos 
catorce,  con  el  7ntendente  de  Cadiz  poco  tiempo  despues  de  la  resti- 
tucion  de  su  Magestad  al  trono  :  Es  copia  Bicardo  Meade. 

Antecedentes  que  existen  en  la  secretaria  de  hacinda  7  en  la  direccion 
seneral  de  rentas  sobre  una  contrata  de  tavado  celebrada  por  Don 
Bicardo  Meade  con  dicho  direccion  con  fecha  diez  de  Agosto  de  mil 
ochocientos  quince. 

Autos  sequidos  en  el  suprenlo  consefo  de  la  guerra  por  Don  Luis  de 
Clovet  contra  Don  Bicardo  Meade  como  apoderado  de  Don  Juan  Dickson 
aobre  reclama  del  primero  al  ultimo  de  danos  7  perjuicios  por  haberse 
rescindido  por  su  magestad  una  contrata  de  tavaco  celebrada  entre  dicho 
clovet  7  la  real  hacienda'. 

Autos  0  antecedentes  que  existen  en  el  supremo  consefo  de  hacienda 
J  en  la  direccion  general  de  rentas  sobre  la  rescision  de  dicha  contrata, 
•como  igualmente  haberse  satisfecho  clovet  por  su  magestad  los  dafios 
qae  reclamo  7  que  ha  pretendido  reclamar  segunda  vez  a  Meade  :  Es 
copia  Bicardo  Meade. 

Ofido  con  ge,  Meade  derisio  cda  comiaioit  la  notar  anse  ntoxer. 

Con  fecha  siete  del  presente  mes  el  excelentisimo  seilor  secretario 
del  despacbo  de  hacienda  me  ha  dado  un  traslado  de  la  real  orden  por 
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1*811  mageetad  se  ha  servido  nombrar  a  Ysias  como  comisioDadas  espe- 
eiale  con  amplias  sacultades,  para  reunir  los  anteoedentes  que  obran 
en  YarioA  ramos  del  govierno  con  el  fin  de  proceder  a  una  liquidacion 
general  del  saldo  que  resulte  en  mi  favor  por  todos  los  creditos  que 
tengo  contra  el  govierno  Espafiol  como  ignalmente  para  fixar  j 
determinar  la  recompensa  que  me  es  devida  a  causa  de  mis  predi- 
das  y  sufrimientos  personales  oyendome  a  cerca  del  particular  y 
las  proposiciones  que  yo  triciera  consultando  lo  todo  con  su  magistad 
y  para  proceder  al  cumplimiento  del  real  precepto  de  base  indispensa- 
ble que  por  Ysias  o  por  el  excelentisimo  sefior  ministro  de  hacienda  se 
pida  y  remita  a  Visas  los  espedientes  asitus  y  documentos  que  can 
enumerados  en  la  adjunta  nota,  para  que  en  vista  de  ellos  Vsias  puedan 
con  la  orevedad  posible  proceder  a  la  liquidacion  mandada  a  hacer .  Dios 
guarde  a  Ysias  muchos  afios  :  Madrid  quince  de  Mayo  de  mil  ochocien- 
tos  diez  y  nueve  :  Ricardo  Meade:  Sefior  Don  Bruno  Yallarino  minis- 
tro del  consefo  de  Yndias;  Don  Jose  Bazquez  Yallesteros  fiscal  del  de 
hacienda ;  Marques  de  las  Hormazas  ministro  decano  del  tribunal  de  la 
contaduria  mayor :  Don  Juan  Florin  oficial  de  la  secretaria  del  des- 
pacho  de  hacienda :  Es  oopia  Ricardo  Meade. 

OficU  gue  la  Camsion  Real  dirijio  a  Meade. 

La  Comision  nombrada  por  Su  Magestad  para  la  liquidacion  de  las 
reclamaciones  que  le  ban  sid  hecbas  por  Ysted  y  de  cuyo  nombramiento 
tiene  el  correspondiente  aviso,  a  acordado  consiguiente  a  lo  que  se  la 
previene  en  la  Real  orden  de  su  formacion  para  que  le  oiga  sobre  di- 
chas  reclamaciones,  como  los  proposiciones  que  haga,  el  que  Ysted  la  ex- 
ponga  cuanto  crea  conducente  a  nes  derechos  en  los  esoremos  que 
comprende,  a  fin  de  que  en  ne  vista  y  de  los  anteoedentes  que  esta 
reuniendo  pueda  consultar  a  Su  Majestad  como  se  le  manda :  Lo  que 
pongo  en  su  novicia  como  ministro  mas  antiguo  de  la  comision  para 
su  cumplimiento.  Dios  guarde  a  Ysted  muchos  anos  Madrid  y  Mayo 
diez  y  ochis  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  nueve :  Bruno  Callarino,  Sefior 
Don  Ricardo  Meade. 

Dixo  dela  misma  SI.  Comision  dirijio  a  Meade. 

La  Junta  ha  acordado  para  complir  con  la  liquidacion  de  sus  creditos 
el  que  por  Ysted  se  presentcu  tos  documentos  originales  de  los  recla- 
maciones que  los  tengan,  y  de  los  que  le  dara  el  correspondiente  res- 
guardo :  lo  que  pongo  en  su  noticia  para  su  cumplimiento  a  fin  de 

Jroceder  en  su  vista  a  formar  aguella  con  la  exactitud  que  corresponde. 
^ios  guarde  a  Ysted  muchos  afios  Madrid  treinta  y  uno  de  Agosto  de 
mil  ochocientos  diez  y  nueve,  Bruno  Callarino :  Sefior  Ricardo  Meade. 

Contehton.  con,  gl.  Meade,  venirlio  eur  documentos  a  la  Comision. 

En  contestacion  a  el  o'ficio  de  Ysia  de  hayer  exigiendome  los  docu- 
mentos originales  de  mis  reclamaciones  que  los  tengaUi  y  de  que  vira 
me  ofrece  el  correspondiente  resguardo  queriendo  la  junta  tonentos 
presentes  para  mefor  cumplir  con  la  liquidacion  de  mis  creditos  y  en 
cuya  operacion  se  halla  oocupada,  tengo  il  honor  de  remitir  a  Ysia 
los  documentos  originales  que  son  los  siguientes ;  numero  tres,  cuat« 
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tro,  cinco,  seis^  siete,  y  ocho ;  Ysia  se  servira  acusar  su  resi^o  para 
mi  satisfacioQ :  Dios  guarde  a  Ysia  muchos  anos.  Madrid  primero 
de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  nueve.  Bicardo  Meade : 
Seilor  Don  Bruno  Yallarino.     Es  copia,  Bicardo  Meade. 

OJicio  del  Presidente  de  la  liL  Common^  engl,  acura  d  Verito  deloa 

documentoe. 

Con  el  oficio  de  Ysted  de  primero  del  Corriente  he  re  civid  los  doc- 
amentos  originales  que  me  inchuye  relativos  a  las  reclamaciones  tres, 
cnatro,  cinco^  reis,  siete^  7  octava,  consistentes  ;  con  relacion  a  la  pri- 
mera  de  una  certificacion  del  Contador  de  Genta  Don  Domingo  G-ato 
espresiva  de  los  Su  ministros  de  pan  hecbos  por  Bertran  de  Lis  a  la 
Marina  Beal  desde  primero  de  Julio  de  mil  ochocientos  trece,  a  fines 
de  Ma70  de  ochocientos  catorce^  CU70  valor  anido  a  enarenta  7  dos  mil 
ochenta  reales  que  se  le  restaban  de  anteriores  suplementos  componen 
un  alcance  a  su  favor  de  un  millon  cuatrocientos  sententa  7  ocho  mil  se^ 
tecientos  diez  7  siete  reales :  a  la  cuarta  de  una  certificacion  del  conta>- 
dor  de  data  7  Gue^jjra  de  la  Beal  ordcn  de  diez  7  siete  de  Julio  de  mil 
ochocientos  diez  7  siete,  por  la  que  Su  Magestad  acordo  no  se  hiciese 
a  vitad  eftrega  alguna  de  res  creditos  hasta  que  reintegrase  a  la  Beal 
hacienda  de  los  setecientos  cincuenta  mil  reales  que  percivio  demas 
por  incidencia  de  la  letra  de  los  trescientos  mil  Pesos  fuertes  ;  de  una 
esporicion  del  apodtf  ado  de  Ysted  Du7er  a  la  Direccion  general  de  Ben- 
tasy  solicitando  laexpedicion  de  cientos  libramientos  por  restodel  valor 
de  I08  tavacos  que  entregos  en  los  anos  de  mil  ochocientos  siete  7  mil 
ochocientos  ocho,  7  una  certificacion  del  tuorena  de  Exercito  de  Cadis 
espresivo  de  la  Beal  orden  de  veinte  7  dos  de  Agotso  de  mil  ochocien- 
tos diez  7  seiBy  por  la  que  Su  Magestad  declano  a  Ysted  comprendido  en 
la  etare  de  estrangero  para  el  pago  de  sur  creditor :  a  la  quinta  de  un 
resivo  de  ochenta  mil  reales  del  tesoreuo  general  que  cupieron  a  Ysted 
en  el  emprestito  de  puince  millones  de  reales  verificado  por  orden  de- 
cinco  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochocientos  once :  a  la  sexta  de  una  certifica- 
cion de  la  Contaduria  de  la  junta  de  abastos  de  certa  por  la  que  apa* 
rea  el  saldo  a  favor  de  Ysted  de  veinte  7  un  mil  suenta  7  sisto  reales: 
veinte  maravedis  resto  de  las  arinas  que  Suministro  a  la  mismaen. 
ochocientos  seis  7  una  instancia  de  Don  Corme  Burlini  por  la  que  em 
represent acion  de  Ysted  solicito  sin  exito,  el  abono  de  aquel  A7unta- 
miento,  7  una  Carta  del  mismo  Burlini  en  que  remite  a  Ysted  uno  y 
otro  escrito :  a  la  seprina  un  Estado  de  la  contaduria  de  la  estin&^ridft 
junta  superior  de  Cadiz  por  el  que  resulta  a  listed  el  Saldo  de  Cincu- 
enta 7  un  mil  cuatrocientos  veinte  7  cuatno  reales  siete  7  medio  mara- 
vedis ;  varias  representaciones  de  Ysted  a  la  junta  de  Provincia  recla-* 
mando  las  vajas  que-se  le  hicieron  en  ella,  7  que  listed  no  consintio, 
la  protesta  solemneque  para  elio  hizo  como  la  justificacion  del  Patron 
del  Barco  que  transporto  ia  Cevada  paracl  Cafio  de  la  Ysia,  7  en  CU70 
transito  es  perdio :  7  a  la  octava  el  recivo  de  Don  Francisco  Caraba- 
fal  de  diez  mil  reales  que  para  socorrodel  Provincial  de  Cordova  de  aa 
mando  fasilito  Ysted  en  el  ano  de  mil  ochocientos  giete ;  CU708  doci^ 
mentoB  seran  presentados  por  mi  a  la  Comision  para  las  efectos  cor* 
respondientes :  Dios  guarde  a  Ysted  muchos  anos  Madrid  cuatno  d^ 

Bep.  C.  C,  226 25 


S86  RICHARD    W.  M£AD£« 

Septiembre  de  mil  ocbocientos  diez  y  nueve.     Bruno  Yallarino,  Sefior 
Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

Officio  de  Don  Ricardo  Meade  ^  remiliendo  un  documento  al  Presidente 

de  la  Comision  Real, 

En  consecuencia  de  la  conversacion  verval  qae  tube  con  Ysia  esta 
manana  tengo  el  bonor  de  remitir  a  Ysia  el  documento  original  con  el 
enal  se  principio  a  cobrar  en  la  tesoreria  de  rentas  de  Cadiz  la  canti- 
dad  de  Beales  vellon  seiscientos  sesenta  mil  de  mayor  cantidad  que  el 
Fesorero  General  del  Beyno  trabia  mandado  satisfacer  a  Don  Diego 
Wardrop,  y  cuya  suma  dobia  yo  percivir  en  virtud  de  acuerdo  cele- 
brado  en  el  Real  Consulado  de  Cadiz,  comunicada  al  tesore  so  para  su 
devido  cumplimiento,  y  en  virtud  de  lo  ceral  pago  segun  consta  per 
el  toma  razon  de  dicba  contaduria  en  seguida  del  resivodos  cantidades 
de  quince  mil  reales  vellon  cada  una  en  los  dias  veinte  y  veinte  y  uno 
de  Febrero  de  mil  seliocientos  quince,  que  son  los  unicas  quo  se  logro 
cobrar  por  las  razones  relacionadas  en  los  oficios  del  Tesorero  de  ren- 
tas y  de  Real  Hacienda  de  Cadiz,  y  como  se  vera  mas  por  estenso  en 
mi  representacion  al  Excelentisimo  Senor  Ministrp  de  Hacienda  su 
fedra  cuatro  de  Noviembre  de  mil  ocbocientos  diez  y  siete.  Suplico 
a  Ysia  que  se  sirva  acusar  me  recepcion  de  dicho  documento  Ariginal : 
Dios  euarde  a  Ysia  muchos  afios.  Madrid  nueve  de  Septiembre  de  mil 
ocbociento,  diez  y  nueve,  Bicardo  Meade,  Senor  Don  Bruno  Yallarino: 
£s  copia  Bicardo  Meade.  ^ 

El  Premdente  de  la  Common  Real  acuaa  d  veriio  del  documento. 

Queda  en  my  poder  el  recivo  original  de  seiscientcs  sesenta  mil 
reales  que  Ysted  me  incbeye  en  su  oficio  de  nueve  del  corriente,  can- 
tidad mandada  satisfacer  a  Don  Diego  Wardrop,  y  cedida  por  con- 
venio  particular  a  las  casas  Americanas  que  Ysted  representa  a  cuenta 
de  los  cuales  pago  la  Tesoreria  de  Cadiz  treinta  mil  reales  segun  ano- 
tacion  :  Dios  guarde  a  Ysted  mucbos  anos.  Madrid  quince  de  Sep- 
tiembre de  mil  ochozientos  diez  y  nueve:-  Bruno- Yallarino.  Seiior 
Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

Real  ordcn  comision  de  a  Meade  la  resducion  de  8.  M.  alar  conauUas 

de  la  Gomiaion. 

Con  esta  fecba  digo  al  Sefior  Fesorero  general  lo  siguiente :  Los 
Beal  orden  de  siete  do  Mayo  del  afio  proximo  pasado,  comunicada  al 
Sefior  secretario  del  despacho  de  estado  y  trasladada  a  vuecencia  para 
su  conocismiento  se  sirvio  el  Bey  cruestro  Sefior  nombrar  una  comision 
para  entender  en  la  liquidacion  de  los  creditos  y  en  las  reclamaciones 
que  tubiere  contra  la  Beal  Hacienda  Don  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadano  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  de  America.  En  su  cumplimiento  la  espresada 
comision  con  fecba  de  treinta  de  Septiembre  y  quince  de  Noviembre 
ultimos  consulto  a  su  Magestad  lo  que  estimo  conveniente  en  el  asunto 
con  la  liquidacion  que  bizo  de  los  iadicados  creditos  y  reclamaciones 
de  Meade,  y  habiendo  dado  cuenta  de  todo  a  su  Magestad  al  mismo 
tiempo  que  ba  visto  con  aprecio  los  trabajos  de  la  comision  no  ha  po- 
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dido  menos  de  observar  que  faltau  que  apurar  las  fechas  de  muclios  de 
los  pagos  que  se  ban  hecho  a  Meade^  7  como  sea  una  de  las  circum- 
fitancias  indispensables  7  exenciales  para  formalizar  toda  liquidacion 
de  cnentas  7  no  se  yea  por  otro  lado  la  razon  porque  esto  no  se  pueda 
\erificar  cuando  existen  las  oficinas  donde  se  hicieron  los  pagos,  se  ha 
dignado  resolver  que  se  pare  a  Yuecencia  todo  el  expediente  para  que 
yaliendose  de  la  oficina  de  liquidacion  de  suministros  7  facilitando  a 
€6ta  cnantos  datos  7  noticias  pueda  necesitar  se  proceda  desde  hugo 
con  toda  preferencia  7  con  asistemia  de  Meade,  a  la  formacion  de  una 
liquidacion  exacta  7  general  subdiyidida  en  extras  tantas  partes  cuan- 
tas  ban  sido  sus  contratas :  que  a  continuacion  de  cada  una  de  estas 
se  ponga  su  resultado,  esto  es  la  enrega  de  los  efectos,  dias  en  que  se 
bizo  7  su  importe ;  libramientos  que  se  le  dieron  con  sus  fecbas,  7  los 
en  que  los  cobro,  con  toda  distincion  7  clanidad :  que  premios  o  gan- 
ancias  se  le  opecioron  7  si  se  le  ban  cumplido  o  no ;  7  finalmente  todo 
lo  que  contribu7a  Si  una  yerdadera  liquidacion,  en  la  que  no  se  deye 
confendir  de  modo  alguno  lo  que  reclama  Meade  por  de  recbo  propio, 
con  lo  que  pide  como  representante  de  otras  personas  que  tal  yez  no 
Bean  acreedoras  a  las  consideraciones  que  se  deben  a  aquel  por  8U9 
buenos  seryicios  ;  queriendo  asi  mismo  su  Magestad  que  no  se  perdone 
medio  ni  fatiga  alguna  para  la  mas  pronsa  aclaracion  de  este  asunto  a 
fin  de  eyitar  perjuicios  7  que  se  desida  enal  corresponde  en  justicia, 
Lo  que  trastado  a  Ysted  de  real  orden  para  su  inteligencia  7  goyierno. 
Dio8  guarde  a  Ysted  mucbos  anos.  Palacio  tres  de  Enero  de  mil 
ocbocientos  yeinte :  Salmon  :  Sefior  Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

Oficio  de  Meade  ala  Oomision  Bl.  pidiendaur  documerUoa  y  oopiar  ddaao 

conatdiar. 

Por  oficio  reciyido*  del  excelentisimo  Se&or  Ministro  de  Hacienda, 
su  scelencia  me  dice  que  usias  ban  dad  con  fecbas  reina  de  Septiembre 
7  quince  de  Koyiembre,  su  fallo  si  lando  en  la  comision  espenial  que 
8U  Magestad  se  digno  conferir  a  Ysias  con  amplias  facultaoes  para  la 
liquidacion  de  mis  reclamaciones  contra  el  Goyierno  Espaflol,  7  que  ba 
yesuel  to  Su  Maeestad  que  el  spediente  pasare  el  excelentisimo  Sefior 
Tesorero,  general  del  Be7no  para  ciertas  diligencias  que  estima  el 
ministro  de  Hacienda  necesarias  en  cuanto  a  las  fecbas  de  algunas  de 
las  partidas,  7  para  que  70  pueda  proceder  con  el  aciesto  que  requiere 
el  negocio  7  cayer  en  que  se  funda  el  ministro  para  cemefante  resolu- 
cion  se  bace  indispensable  que  Ysias  tengan  la  yondad  de  remitirme  una 
copia  de  lor  informes  dados  por  Ysias  con  fecbas  treinta  de  Septiembre, 
7  quince  de  Noyiembre  para  mi  goyierno  e  inteligencia  in  la  materia. 
Y  qualmente  tengo  que  suplicar  a  Ysias  que  hayiendore  concluid  la 
.comision,  por  su  land  difinitiyo  se  siryan  deyoWerme  todos  mit  docu- 
mentos  o  riginales  que  obran  en  poder  de  Ysia  formando  un  reciyo  de 
ellos  que  70  firmare  comoun  resguardo  para  Ysias  lo  mismo  que  Ysias 
hicieron  enando  los  pedieron  7  los  reciyieron  de  mi.  Dios  guarde  a 
usias  mucbos  afios  :  Madrid  quince  de  Enero  de  mil  ocbocientos  yeinte, 
Bicardo  Meade:  Sefior  Don  Bruno  Callarino.  Es  copia,  Bicardo 
Meade. 
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Beal  orderly  en  que  semandar  par  a  Don  Ricaxdo  Meade^  certificationer 
de  las  liquidacioner  y  oonsuUoa  de  la  comision  Beal. 

Al  Sefior  Tesorero  general  del  reyno  digo,  con  esta  fecha  la  sigui- 
ente  :  ''  Habiendo  dado  cuenta  al  rey  Nuestra  Sefior  una  instancia  de 
Don  Bicardo  Meade  en  solicitud  de  que  por  este  Ministerio  se  le  facili* 
taren  copiaA  de  las  esporiciones  de  treinta  de  Septiembre  j  quince  de 
Noyiembre  ultimo  j  de  lar  liquida  aciones  que  las  a  compafiaron  for- 
madas  por  la  comision  especial  que  su  Magestad  se  sirvio  nombrar  para 
intender  en  sus  reclamaciones  y  creditos  contra  la  Beal  Hacienda  ;  ha 
tenido  a  bien  resolver  que  se  le  faciliten  por  la  tesoreria  que  a  donde  se 
haa  parade  todo  el  Espediente. ''  De  Beal  orden  lo  strastado  a  Vsted 
para  su  inteligencia  y  fines  comvenientes.  Dios  guarde  a  Vsted  mu- 
chos  afios.  Palacio  nueve  de  Febrero  de  mil  ocbocientos  veinte,  Sal- 
mon :  Sefior  Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

Consulta  gl.  Mzo  a  8  M,la  Common  liedt,  enZO  de  Septiembre^  1819. 

Ezcelentisimo  Sefior:  La  Comision  nombrado.por  Beal  orden  de  siete 
de  Mayo  de  este  afio  para  la  liquidacion  de  los  creditos  y  reclamaciones 
del  ciudadaoo  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  luego  que  se 
instalo  reuino  cuanto  antecedentes  pudo  relative  a  su  obgets  y  los  ex- 
amine con  asuella  escrupuloga  atencion  que  exigia  la  confianza  que 
merecia  o  su  Magestad.  Benetrada  de  la  solicitud  hecha  a  su  Magestad 
por  Meade  a  la  que  se  sirvio  aceeder  por  la  citada  Beal  orden,  no  pudo 
menos  de  fixar  ante  todo  el  caracter  y  facultades  de  la  comision,  por 
que  se  persuadio  que  sus  individuos  no  podian  tener  el  de  unos  jueces 
para  fallar  en  derecho  porque  entonces  no  se  hubieran  sacado  de  los 
tribunales  las  reclamaciones,  y  ban  crehido  quesu  encargo  es  el  de  unos. 
Jueces  de  avenencia  y  amigables  componedores  como  los  llama  la  ley, 
para  que  vincando  la  verdad  y  con  la  buena  fee  propia  del  Soberano 

Sue  los  nombro  transen  y  utablezean  vase  estos  sencillor  principles  los 
erechos  de  Meade  y  del  Govierno :  Como  la  mayor  parte  de  los  asun- 
tos  sugetos  a  re  examen  ban  sido  unos  conoratos  mercantiles  hechos 
por  contratas  y  estipulaciones  solemnes  esta  es  una  razon  demas  para 
que  hayan  mirado,  discutido  y  decidido  las  reclamaciones  mercan- 
tilenente  y  por  el  principle  expueste  de  verdad  savida  y  buena  fee 
guardada;  poif  cosiguiente  cuanto  pueda  oponerse  a  este  lo  bans 
alefado  de  si,  como  menos  decoroso  a  ht  dignidad  de  un  monarca 
juste  en  quien  brills  come  una  de  sus  mas  relevantes  cualidade 
la  justicia.  Si  la  junta  hubiere  procedido  con  equivocacion  es- 
pera  se  mire  eon  indulgencia  cuando  en  sn  fin  solo  ha  tenido 
pres^nte  resalte  cofi  el  devido  esplendor  la  inalterable  rectitud  de  su 
Magestad.  Oyo  la  Tunta  a  Meade  como  se  la  prevenia  y  la  dirijio  el 
expueste  que  acompana  con  el  numero  primero  y  el  plan  de  sus  recla* 
maciones  numero  segundo  manifestando  la  de  palabar  que  sus  deseos 
hera  fixar  su  oredito,  o  bien  para  reclamarlo  del  govierno  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  si  llegare  a  ratificarse  el  tratado  entonces  pendiente  para 
ello  0  en  case  coutrario  propondria  a  su  Magestad  en  paso  con  terre- 
nes 0  de  ona  forma  en  America,  persuadido  como  estaba  de  la  imposi- 
bilidad  de  verificarlo  asui  en  los  menores  fondos  del  Herario  a  donde 
nada  gueria,  siguienoo  las  mismas  ideas  generosas  y  francas  que 
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tube  en  la  gloriosa  epoco  de  la  rebolucion^  en  efecto  al  considerar  la 
Junta  las  enormes  cantidades  en  provisiones  facilatados  por  Meade  a 
la  junta  central  v  goviernos  posteriores  en  los  momento  en  que  par- 
ece  hiban  a  desaparecer  identificando  su  ruina  con  la  nacion  a  que  no 
correspondia,  no  puede  menos  en  justicia  de  administrar  esta  franca  j 
generosa  conducta  7  lastimarse  al  mismo  tiempo  deque  la  recompensa 
de  ella  haya  sido  la  de  haberle  sumergido  en  la  ruina,  no  las  huestes 
del  usurpadory  si  no  los  que  reciviendo  el  reneficio  lograron  talvez  por 
aguellos  auxilios  resistir  la  imvasion  7  restituir  a  su  Magestad  al 
trono  de  sus  mayores.  For  el  plan  numero  segundo  reduce  Meade  sus 
xeclaciaciones  al  numero  doce^  7  por  separado  con  el  numero  tercero 
reclama  igualmente  otras  dos  correspondientes  a  otros  subditos  Ameri- 
cano con  cu}  OS  poderes  se  balla,  formando  en  todo  catorce  reclama^ 
clones  :  De  ellas  la  primera,  tercera,  cuarta,  quinta^  sexta,  septimai 
ootava,  trece  7  catorce  son  de  cantidades  que  asne  se  le  deben  7  que  re- 
clama census  premios  7  CU70S  documentos  originales  de  credito  a  la  pre- 
sento  a  la  junta  hadebuelto ;  7  le  segunda,  novena,  desima,  undesima,  7 
dnodesima,  son  de  perjuicios  que  igualmente  pide.  La  junta  analizando 
cada  reclamacion  por  separado,  ba  estableciado  lo  qu  cree  corresponder 
acada  una  7  pasa  a  demostrar  por  su  orden,  que  hara  corsel  laconismo 
posible  parar  eyitar  ser  difusa.  De  resultasde  una  contrata  celebrada 
con  Meade  en  veinte  7  siete  de  Febero  de  mil  ocboscientos  doce  por 
Don  Victor  Soret,  Don  Miguel  Lobo,  7  Don  Ildefonso  Buiz  del  Bio, 
autorizados  por  el  goyiernO|  se  oblige  aguel  a  entregar  varies  viv- 
eras  a  ciertos  prenos  que  enerego  7  convino  por  su  importe  que  bera 
el  de  doscientos  cincuenta  7  cinco  mil  pesos  fuertes  a  resivirlos 
en  las  casas  de  Vera  Cruz,  avonandole  un  quince  por  ciento  por  la 
deroora  del  tiempo^  diferencia  de  moneda  7  gastos,  7  vasso  la  con- 
dicion  de  estraer  esta  dinero  al  estrangero  fibre  de  derechos  7  em- 
biar  una  embarcacion  estrangera  en  lastre  para  conducirto :  en  efecto 
Be  le  entregaron  libranzas  por  cantidad  de  trescientos  mil  pesos  fuer- 
tes cobre  las  expresadas  caxas  de  Vera  Cruz  a  treinta  dias  vista  7 
Meade  por  un  comisioner,  &c. ,  se  presento  con  ellas  en  Vera  Cruz  7 
no  fueron  pagadas  0  su  vencimiento,  con  siguiendo  solo  desupues  de 
mucbos  recursos  7  gestiones  al  yirre7  el  que  se  le  pagas  en  cincuenta 
mil  duros  en  tavacos  con  recargo  de  un  diez  por  ciento :  permanecio 
un  ano  de  comisionado  de  Meade  in  America  7  desen^anado  de  la  ma- 
guna  esperanza  de  obtener  el  cobno  de  los  cinco  millones  de  reales 
xesto  de  las  libranzas,  regreso  a  Espana  a  donde  presentadas  al  gov- 
ierno  en  Diciembre  de  mil  ocboientos  trece  se  mandaron  pasar  7  con 
efecto  se  le  pagaron  tres  millones  de  reales  en  enero  de  mil  ocnocientos 
catorce,  dandorde  dos  en  libranzas  sobre  varias  tesorerias  que  no  real- 
izo  hasta  los  anos  de  mil  ocbocientos  quince,  ochocientos  diez  7  seis,  7 
mil  ocbocientos  diez  7  siete  con  alguna  perdida  7  vaso  fianzas  por  si 
posterior  a  la  epoca  de  su  precentacion  hubiese  cobrado  algo  en  Amer- 
ica. Meade  pide  por  la  falsa  de  page  a  su  continuacion  tiempo  de  las 
libranzas  sobre  Vera  Cruz  7  por  el  dano  que  recivio  en  las  conditionea 
de  su  contrato,  7  por  el  contrario  el  govierno  le  demanda  el  quince  por 
ciento  que  le  abono  en  las  libranzas  que  importa  setecientos  cincuenta 
mil  reales  fundado  en  que  siendo  este  avono  por  la  diferencia  de  pa- 
gar  en  Espana  o  en  America  babiendo  la  sido  agui  debio  devol- 
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verle  el  quince  por  ciento;  tambien  le  demanda  porque   presente 
la  libranza  original  7  sobre  cayos  estremos  se  siguen  antoR  en  el 
supremo  consejo  de  Hacienda.     La  junta  desde  luego  comparando  la 
demanda  del  Govierno  con  la  cantidad  de  la  reclamacion,  observo  que 
bera  necesario  fixar  antes  la  cuestion  mercantil  que  se  presentaba  aral 
es  si  la  diferiencia  del  cambio,  protentada  la  letra  o  libranza  lo  gana 
el  tomador  de  la  letra  0  lo  que  es  lo  mismo,  si  el  librador  dio  una 
letra  protestada  debe  pagar  el  importe  que  expresa  la  misma^  o  puede 
bacer  deducciones  del  valor  que  contnen  ;  el  cambis  es  el  precio  del 
contrato  calculado  por  la  demora,  perjuicios  7  demas  que  puede  inferir, 
7  este  segun  practica  mercantil  lo  gana  el  tomador  de  le  letra  ;  de 
aqui  es  que  protestada  la  letra  ;  de  aqui  es  que  protestada  la  letra  en 
la  accion  contra  el  librador,  paga  este  el  yalor  que  contiene  la  letra,  7 
esto  lo  dicta  la  justicia  7  la  tazon  por  que  mientras  tra  entada  el 
tomador  sin  sudinero  que  ba  bierada  el  librador  7  aquel  ha  snprido 
los  peijuicio  de  faltaiie  aquella  cantidad  en  el  luo  ar  de  in  page,  aesde 
donde  dirijia  sues  especulaciones  que  vio  fustradas  por  sa  falta.     En 
i^uales  terminos  existen  desidida  varios  pla7to8  en  el  Consulado  de  Ca- 
diz por  que  no  se  ha  dudada  de  este  principlo  adoptado  en  las  letras. 
Otra  question  mercantil  nace  de  la  primera,  el  tomador  de  la  letra  que 

Sano  el  presio  de  Cambio,  tendra  derecho  a  pedit  otros  gastos  o  que* 
an  embebidos  en  aquel  precio  toclos  cuantos  puedo  reclamar,  la  or- 
denanza  consular  dice  que  puede  pedit  el  valor  de  la  letra,  cambios  re- 
cambios  protesto  and  pero  como  en  esta  hiba  embebido  el  valor  del 
cambio  7  recambio  se  infiere  que  ninguno  osro  gasto  triene  derecho  a 
reclamar  por  el  protesto  ;  7  la  junta  guido  por  esta  reglas,  es  de  die- 
tamen  que  se  due  sobreseer  en  esta  demando,  alzando  los  embargos 
hechos  a  los  creditos  de  Meade  que  resultan  de  los  autos,  asi  como  tam- 
bien opina  que  no  ha7  razon  para  obligar  a  Meade  a  la  presentacion 
de  la  libranza  original,  porque  previsiendore  en  la  le7  veinte  titulo 
veinte  70cli8  libro  ocho  de  la  Recopilaoion  de  Yndiasque  las  libranzas 
queden  originales  en  los  oficios  de  Cuenta  7  razon,  lo  que  es  conforme 
a  lo  mandado  en  Espafla,  la  libranza  en  question  que  se  principio  a 
pagar  devio  quedor  alii  Castando  los  testimonies  presentados  en  autos 
para  acreditar  que  solo  cobio  lo  cincuenta  mil  peros  puertos  7  por  con- 
siguiente  deben  cancelarse  las  fianzas  que  dio  Meade  para  el  cobro  de 
los  cinco  millones  de  reales  en  el  atlo  de  mil  ochocientos  catorce,  opi- 
nando  igualmente  la  junta  que  Meade  no  triene  derecho  por  el  pro- 
testo a  reclamacion  de  ones  sugetos  in  cambios,  sino  solo  al  abono  de 
intereses  de  demora  a  razan  de  seis  por  ciento  que  es  el  premio  mer- 
cantil considerado  en  los  Tribunales,  desde  que  presentando  en  Cadiz 
con  el  protesto  se  le  dejo  de  pagar,  basta  la  epoca  en  que  se  verifico 
lo  que  na  liquidado  la  junta  7  asciende  a  trescientos  sesenta  7  dos  mil 
trescientos  nos  reales  veinte  7  un  maravedis  vellon.  Por  otra  con- 
trata  celebrados  con  el  govierno  case  la  garantia  de  Don  Vicente 
Bertran  de  Lis  de  porcionde  viveres  resultan  entregados  estos,  pereno 
satisfechos  ni  por  el  govierno  ni  por  Bertran  de  Lis :  Meade  ba  seguido 
fiu  accion  contra  este  como  fiador  7  habiendo  precedido  varios  comve- 
nio  7  estipulado  el  pago  casso  el  premio  de  diez  por  ciento  nada  ha 
cumplido  Bertran  balsandose  executoriado  por  los  tribunales  de  com- 
mercio  este  pago  7  para  el  cuai  solo  se  le  ha  entregade  un  libramien- 
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to  sobre  la  Tesoreria  de  reales  vellon  setecientos  cin  caeata  y  siete  mil 
'seiscientos  ocho  7  diez  7  siete  :  la  junta  es  de  dictamen  Be  deve  pagor 
a  Meade  el  libramiento  7  ademas  dos  cientos  noventa  7  siete  mil  tres* 
cientos  veinte  7  nueve  reales  trece  maravedis  7  medio  que  importa  el 
liquido  de  la  cuenta  con  Bertran  rebasandosele  a  este  en  sus  cuentas 
su  importe  por  la  Tesoreria  de  varias  contratas  que  tiene,  mediante  a 
que  debiendo  de  buena  fee  pagar  Ioa  viveres  la  Beal  Hacienda^  pues 
fue  quien  los  tomo  7  aprovecho,  0  esta  los  ba  pagado  0  no  en  las  cu- 
entas con  Bertran  ;  si  to  primero  estando  re-embolsado  este,  no  parece- 
justo  lucre  con  dano  de  Meade,  7  apretesto  de  las  luentas  de  sus  con- 
tratas dese  de  hacer  un  pago  executoriado,  7  si  lo  segundo  la  Heal 
Hacienda,  cumple  pagando  una  obligacion  de justicia  7  CU70  liquidacion 
en  nno  u  oro  estremo  debe  hacer  con  Bertran  :  la  suma  de  esta  reclama- 
cion  es  de  un  millon  cincuenta  7  enatro  mil  unevecientas  treinta  7  siete 
reales  7  treinta  maravedis  7  medio  vellon.  La  reclamacion  por  resto  de 
cuentas  de  tabacos  entregados  a  la  fabrica  de  8e villa  en  los  anos  de  mil 
echo  cientos  siete  7  mil  ocho  cientos  ocho,  ha  procurado  la  Junta  averi- 

Suar  su  certeza  7  haviendola  realizado7  resultado  cierta  nopuede  ofrecer 
nda  su  abono  7  en  cuanto  a  sus  premio  opina  la  junta  deben  serlo  los 
de  demora  a  razon  de  seis  por  ciento  :  para  este  abono  de  premio  tiene 
presente  la  enalidad  de  mercantil  de  eto  contratos,  7  que  con  arreglo 
a  esta  cualidad  siempre  quese  defa  de  pajar  lo  que  se  deve  en  la  epoca 
contratada  es  de  le7  su  pago  con  los  frutos  que  en  el  dinero  es  el  reidito 
de  este  7  liquidada  esta  reclamacion  capo  este  concepto  asciende  a 
doscientos  noventa  7  tres  mil  quinientos  veinte  7  dos  reales  diez  7  siete 
maravedis  vellon.  Ygualmente  se  ha  presentado  otra  reclamacion  de  un 
Libramiento  de  ochenta  mil  reales  de  un  prestamo  hecho  al  Govierno 
en  Cadiz  en  el  afio  de  mil  ochocientos  once  a  pa^ar  a  plazo  determinado, 
como  este  so  ha  cumplido  7  el  pago  no  se  ha  hecho  es  de  justicia  su 
abono  con  los  intereses  mercan tiles  de  seis  por  ciento  7  por  ello  im- 
porta su  liquido  ciento  diez  7  nueve  mil  dosciento  reales.  Tambien 
opina  la  Junta  debe  abonar  a  Meade  el  importe  de  las  arinas  entrega- 
das  a  la  plaza  de  centa,  constrando  documentalmete  su  devito  con  el 
abono  de  los  premios  a  la  misaia  razon  de  seis  por  ciento  7  por  iguales 
principio  des  justicia  considieratos  mercan tilmente  estos  negocios  lo 
que  suma  trienta  7  seis  mil  ciento  treinta  7  cuatno  reales  veinte 
maravedis  vellon.  Eo  la  Cuenta  de  la  Junia  de  Cadiz  que  etistio  en 
el  alio  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  que  ha  presentad  original  Meade  re- 
clama  este  varies  agravios  por  partidas  que  dejo  de  abonarle  dicha 
Junta  7  examinados  estos  7  analizados  como  devia  para  conocer  la 
justicia  de  dicha  reclamacion,  es  de  dictamen  la  Junta  deben  abonar- 
sele  los  veinte  70cho  mil  ochocientos  reales  de  la  Cevada  perdida,  pues 
siendo  la  practica  vender  en  Balsia  7  habiendo  unriergo  conocido  en 
llevarla  a  la  Tsla  cuspado  como  so  hallaba  el  Csfio  el  trocadeso  7  sus 
fiertes  de  San  Luis  7  Matagorda  por  los  Franceses,  parece  no  cabia 
hiciese  la  venta  de  la  levada  al  precio  corriente,  teniend  que  correr  un 
paligno  sin  utilidad  in  retribucion  alguna.  El  mismo  abono  opina  con 
respecto  a  la  refaccion  del  arroz,  pues  habiendose  hecho  este  despues 
de  un  afio  de  vendid  7  existiend  en  los  Almacenes  por  cuenta  del  com- 
prador, 7  siendo  savido  que  este  genenose  pulveriza  con  el  tiempo  su  de 
merito  debe  supirlo  su  dueno.  que  hera  la  Junta  desd«  el  memento  que 
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lo  oompro  7  seria  reparable  no  pereciese  para  el  duefio  7  si  para  an 
estrafio  cual  debe  reputarse  el  vendedor  desde  el  instante  que  lo  enag- 
eno  ;  ignal  abono  debe  hacerse  del  almacenafe  por  que  es  de  practica 
que  este  lo  pague  el  dueno  de  los  efectos,  lo  contrario  seria  un  grava- 
men para  el  vendedor  teniendo  que  sufrir  un  desembolso  que  no  calculo 
ni  pacto  en  el  presio  de  su  porque  para  que  el  pajo  al  almacenafe  fuese 
de  cuenta  del  vendedor  liera  necesario  un  pacto  espreso  cuando  la  regla 
comun  es  distinta :  tambien  opina  la  Junta  deben  abonarsele  los  gastos 
de  canidad  porque  asi  resulta  estipulado  segun  documento  que  presenta 
Meade  y  que  no  reargiQido  de  falso  debe  prestarsele  toda  fee  ;  por  con- 
siguiente  es  dictamen  igualmente  que  no  deben  abonarsele  las  demas 
partidas  de  agravios  de  esta  Cuenta^  como  ni  los  premios,  porque 
nabiendo  establecid  segun  principios  mercantiles  el  abono  de  premios 
de  demora  como  frutos  en  aguellas  cantidades  liquidas  que  deparon  de 

Jagarse  en  el  plazo  estipulad,  no  puede  abonarlos  en  aguellas  que  no 
an  sido  liquidas  basta  que  se  comvengan  en  su  abono  7  es  un  princi- 
piq  elemental,  que  no  habiend  cantidad  liquida  no  bay  premios  7 
haciendo  la  Junta  liquidacion  de  las  cantidades  <]^ue  par  se  concepto 
cree  de  abono  asciende  el  importe  de  esta  reclamacion  a  ciento  treinta 
7  tres  mil  veinte  7  dos  reales  dos  maravedis  vellon.  Los  diez  mil 
reales  dados  al  Coronel  del  Eegimientis  Provincial  os  para  equipo 
7  subsistencia  del  Begimento  de  su  roando,  lo  cree  la  Junta 
de  abono  con  sus  premios  al  7U  indicad  mercantil  de  seis  por 
ciento  pero  no  desde  cinco  de  Noviembre  de  mil  ochocientos  siete 
dia  en  que  lo  presto,  sino  seis  meses  despues  por  que  es  el  que  calcula 
prudente  para  pagarlos  7  no  habiendolo  verificado  se  constitujo  en 
mora  la  cual  no  debe  inferile  un  perfuicio  a  Meade^  debriend 
remitirse  a  Tesoreria  este  documento  para  en  correspondiente  car- 
gne  al  Begimiento  7  liqnidada  esta  reclamacion  asciende  su  im- 
porte a  reales  vellon  ditz  7  seis  mil  nuevecientos  setenta  7  seis 
7  once  maravedis.  Meade  como  apoderado  de  Don  Juan  Dison 
pretende  un  millon  quinientos  tres  mil  quinientos  noventa  reales 
importe  de  tres  mil  quatrocientos  diez  7  siete  quintales  viente 
y  cinco  libras  de  tavaco  que  segun  conrata  entrego  a  la  Beal  Hacienda. 
Es  evidente  que  esta  retiene  di  cba  cantidad  con  motivo  de  ple7to 
pendiente  entre  dicbo  Dickson  7  Don  Juan  Bautista  Declovet ;  peno 
nabiendo  un  resultado  cierto  en  su  pin^  cual  es  que  pierdao  gane  vick- 
son  el  ple7to,  el  dinero  de  dichos  tavacos  debe  entregarse  a  este  con  de 
duccion  de  perjuicios,  si  por  el  consejo  de  Guerra,  saliese  condenado  Dick- 
son en  ellos,  parece  que  afianzando  Dickson  en  dicbo  pleyto  estar  a  sus 
resultas  no  debe  detenerse  la  entrega  por  la  Beal  Hacienda  ;  ella  con- 
trato  con  Meade  recivio  un  seflalado  veneficio  con  la  contrata  eu  cuanto 
pago  a  veinte  7  dos  duros  el  quintal  que  de  otra  suert^  hubiera  pagado 
a  cuarenta,  7  por  ultimo  abonandose  altora  a  Meade  este  importe  la 
Beal  Hacienda  se  desoarga  de  este  pago  aqui^  formando  con  los  demas 
un  cuerpo  para  cobrarlo,  segun  se  dei'a  indicado  sin  que  ba7a  en  esta 
reclamacion  lugar  a  los  intereses  por  cuanto  la  Beal  Hacienda  retiene 
como  deposito  esta  cantidad  que  aparece  litigiosa  mientras  0  se  decida 
el  ple7to  pendiente  con  Declovet,  po^  cuiga  razon  la  suma  de  esta  re- 
clamacion es  la  misma  de  un  millon  quinientos  tres  mil  quinientos 
norenta  reales.     En  igual  caso  esta  la  reclamacion  de  Meade  por  la 
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xepresentacion  de  varios  Americanos  como  propietarios  de  las  arinas 
que  consignaron  a  don  Diego  Waldrop  7  que  en  un  libramiento  se  le 
mandaron  pagar :  haviendo  cedido  Waldrop  a  Meade  seiscientos  sesenta 
mil  reales  como  correspondientes  a  aquellos,  ninguna  dificultad  ofreco 
6U  avono,  sien  de  por  el  contranio  de  justicia  como  cantidad  liguida  j 
reconocida  en  cuanto  se  espidio  el  libramiento  para  su  pago^  consider- 
ando  la  junta  debeu  abonarse  los  correspondientes  intereses  como 
Iqiuida  j  en  estos  terminos  importa  ochocientos  cuarenta  y  un  mil 
ochocientos  ochentay  siete  reales  cuatno  maravedis  vellon.     Havienda 
la  Junta  propuesto  su  dictamen  con  respecto  a  las  reclamaciones  de 
canti^ades  ciertas  y  hecho  su  liquidacion  con  arreglo  al  espresado  dic- 
tamen que  presenta  en  el  plan  adjunto  con  el  numero  cuanto  para  a 
analizar  las  de  perjuicios  que  son  las  de  segunda  clase  en  que  dividis 
el  todo  de  las  presentadas,  conoce  la  imposivilidad  de  analizar  aguellos 
en  terminos  de  rigonosa  justicia  ni  aun  por  aproximacion  por  que  estos 
pueden  bir  a  lo  infinite ;  pero  presentiando  las  razones  de  equidad  y 
justicia  de  ellos,  manifestara  lo  que  estas  mismas  esta  dicten  para  su 
resolucion.     La  junta  a  examinado  la  multitud  de  contratas  celebradas 
con  la  Real  Hacienda  y  en  todas  se  ha  convenido  del  exacto  y  religioso 
cumplimiento  de  ellas  por  parte  de  Meade  y  la  demora  dificultades  y 
repeticion  de  ordenes  para  ni  pago  por  la  Real  Hacienda:  la  enorme 
cantidad  de  millones  que  importan  deja  conocer  que  no  pudiendo  ser 
el  capital  solo  de  Meade  sino  de  otros  mucbos  capitalistas  que  consig- 
naron a  Meade  sus  candales  imventidos  en  provisiones,  estos  librarian 
su  importe  a  cierto  plazo  como  as  de  practica  en  el  comercio,  y  Meade 
para  pagar  las  letras  faltando  el  pago  de  la  Real  Hacienda  con  lo  que 
contaria  para  satisfacer  a  sus  comitentes,  tendrie  que  vuscarlo  a  pre- 
mio,  sufnendo  este  quebranto  y  los  mayores  mientras  mas  se  dilatase 
el  pago.     Este  es  el  principio  de  la  justicia  para  reclamar  Meade  los 
muchos  guebrantos  que  supio  por  esta  causa.    El  hizo  un  senalado  y 
distinguido  servicio  a  la  nacion  el  supio  unos  conocidos  perjuicios  ha- 
biendo  faltado  la  Heal  Hacienda  al  pago  en  los  plazos  que  estipulo,  y  si 
la  junta  comvencida  de  que  deben  avonarsele  por  dicha  causa  algunas 
sumas  no  fifa  el  cuanto,  no  puede  menos  de  recomendar  a  la  equidad 
y  justicir  de  su  Magestad  el  abono  de  las  dos  terceras  partes,  la  mitad 
a  aqaella  cantidad  que  tenga  a  bien  de  los  cinco  millones  y  medio  a 
a  que  ascienden  las  reclamaciones  nueve,  diez  y  once  haviendo  justifi- 
cado  por  sus  esporiciones  y  por  los  mismo  antecedentes  remitidos  por 
fiecretaria,  tas  dilasiones  y  pasos  y  los  considerables  attasos  que  oca- 
«iono  a  su  giro,  obligando  le  a  hacer  enormes  sacrificios  para  sostener 
fiu  credito.    Por  la  reclamacion  segunda  pide  Meade  los  fletes,  estadias, 
gastos,  intereses,  y  perjuicios  de  las  libranzas  de  trescientos  mil  pesos 
fuertes,  sobre  Veracruz  de  que  ha  hablado  la  junta  en  la  reclamacion 
numero  primero,  pero  como  esta  por  el  abono  que  se  le  trizo  del  quince 
por  ciento  no  considera  de  justicia  el  pago  de  partidas  que  estimo 
emvevidas  en  dicho  quince  por  ciento,  graduando  los  fletes  de  su  cuenta 
J  de  Toluntarias  las  estadas  y  gartos  toda  laves  que  cumplido  el 
plazo  de  los  libranzas  no  se  le  pagaron  (estas  prses  debio  re^resarse  con 
el  protesto,  defo  para  este  lugar  el  punto  unico  de  perjuicios  que  hace 
ascender  a  un  millon  de  reales,  porque  real  y  efectivamente  encuentra 
ia  junta  se  le  originaron  de  la  mayor  consideracion :  la  contrata  de 
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las  libraozas  contenia  varias  conditiones  una  de  ellas  hera  la  estrac- 
cion  de  la  suma  de  su  importe  libre  de  derechos  al  Ectrangero  7  con 
cnya  espertativa  7  por  la  ganancia  que  esta  negociacion  le  oprecia, 
vajo  el  presio  de  los  viveres.  La  Real  Hacienda  reporto  un  veneficio 
en  el  moderado  arreglo  arreglo  de  dichos  precios  y  Meade  colo  tubo 
perdidas  por  la  falta  del  cumplimiento.  Estas  razones  7  la  buena  fee 
vajo  la  cual  gira  su  dictamen  la  junta,  la  inclina  a  considerar  de  eqni- 
dad  esta  reclama  en  esta  parte  7  la  pone  igualmente  en  consideracion 
de  Su  Majestad  para  el  abono  de  dos  terceras  partes  0  de  una  unitad  0 
lo  que  Su  Majestad  tenga  a  bien.  Si  en  las  reclamaciones  anteceden- 
tes  considera  de  equidad  la  junta  su  avons  en  los  t«rminos  que  propone 
en  la  que  forma  la  duodecima  cree  sera  a  demas  de  justicia :  La  junta 
deve  prescindir  del  ple7to  seguido  en  el  conseso  de  la  Guerra,  7  solo 
tiene  preseute  el  Espediente  de  Secretaria  7  las  reales  ordenes  oon  el 
numera  cinco :  aquel  da  la  justa  idea  7  el  comvencimiento  de  la  equi- 
Yocada  causa  para  baber  decretado  la  prision  de  Meade ;  ella  fue  no 

Suerer  admitir  una  denda  de  Su  Magestad  cierta,  legitima  7  reconoci* 
a,  sellando  oon  este  fallo  el  descredito  7  el  desdono  de  Su  Magestad 
mismo  7  habiendo  declarado  Su  Magestad  ilegal  esta  prision  que  su* 
prio  Meade  por  espacio  de  dos  afios  con  la  que  desaparecio  su  credito 
abandono  sus  relaciones  7  perdio  su  opinion,  sufriendo  la  perdida  de 
su  liber  tad,  que  compensacion  sera  vastante  a  males  de  tan  to  vulto : 
La  justicia  7  la  priedad  de  Su  Magestad  no  pueden  menos  de  interes 
sarse  en  reparar  los  males  de  quien  fue  hoUado  sin  respeto  a  los  Ie7e3 

Jr  sufrio  contra  ellas  ;  7  la  junta  por  su  dictamen  guiada  siem  pre  por 
08  principios  de  verdad,  considera  atendida  la  opulencia  7  estendido 
S'no  de  la  Casa  de  Meade  el  abono,  sino  vel  todo  de  las  tres  partes  de 
que  pide.  Las  reclamaciones  de  perjuicios  comprendidas  en  los  nu- 
meros  dos,  nueve,  diez,  once,  7  doce  ascienden  segun  la  nota  namero 
segund  de  Meades  a  ocho  7  unido  millones  de  reales,  pero  la  junta  en 
su  aproximada  opinion  solo  para  exemplo  7  sin  entrometersa  en  lo 
que  tenga  Su  Magestad  a  bien  resolver,  reduce  a  dos  terceras  partes  o 
mitad  7  para  ma7or  claridad  acompafla  de  ello  el  plan  numero  sexto. 
Cua  opada  sobre  todas  7  cada  una  de  las  contratas  de  Meade  con  el 
Govierno  manifiestan  el  desinteres  con  que  procedio  7  el  entusiasmo 
que  le  animaba  por  nuestra  justa  causa  a  la  que  coopeno  tan  eficaz- 
mente  7  esto  en  los  mementos  mas  apurados  7  en  las  critjcas  circum- 
stancias  de  perecer  los  exercitos  7  las  copias  presentadas  por  el  mismo 
que  se  aoompafian  con  el  numero  septimo  forman  el  caracter  de  la 
opinion  que  disputaba.  Estor  servicios  los  principios  de  verdad  7 
buena  fee  adoptados :  la  cualidad  de  la  comision  :  la  naturaliza  de 
este  negocio  mirado  7  reputado  como  de  estado,  cuando  en  el  se  ha 
mezclado  el  Govierno  Anglo  Americana;  las  consideraciones  que  ban 
merecido  a  Su  Magestad  las  notas  diplomaticas  paradas  con  este  obge- 
to,  todo  esto  reunido  a  side  el  fundamento  del  proceder  de  la  junta 
procediendo  en  sus  dictamenes  sobre  los  varios  puntas  de  las  reclama- 
ciones como  unos  avenidores  entre  los  dos  goviernos  por  los  priacipios 
de  verdad  7  buena  fee  7  separando  de  si  aquellas  sertilezas  que  por 
desgracia  se  adoptan  mucbas  veces  para  hacer  litigiosa  la  verdad  mis- 
ma  :  que  Meade  ha  franqueado  al  govierno  mas  de  cininenta  millones 
en  varias  contratas  de  viveres  para  los  Exercitos  en  tiempos  en  que 
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ningUDO  lo  trizo  y  cuando  la  exietemia  del  Govierno  hera  la  mas  pre- 
caria  es  una  demostracion  por  los  Espedientes  de  Secretaria,  7  por  loB 
mismos  los  es  que  la  mayor  parte  de  las  contratas  no  se  le  camplieron 
Biero  con  muchos  atrasos  y  dilariones  y  perdidas  en  el  modo  del  pago : 
de  esta  demostracion  parte  la  buena  fee  para  reconocer  los  perjuicios 
qne  una  conducta  igual  infinio  a  Meade  y  ella  ha  side  la  G-uia  de  la 
janta  al  proponer  a  Su  Magestad  su  opinion  en  las  dos  clares  de  re- 
clamaciones  que  demuestran  los  numeros  cuatro  y  seis.  Si  se  hubiese 
eqnivocado  repite  lo  que  al  principle  y  es  que  en  esta  contestacion  di- 
plomatica  solo  ha  tenido  presente  la  inalterable  rectitud  de  Sa  Mages- 
tad quien  sobre  todo  resolvera  lo  mas  jasto.  Dios  guarde  a  Yuecencia 
machos  aflos.  Madrid  treinta  de*Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  diez 
y  nueve.  Excelentisimo  Sellor  Bruno  Vallarino,  Jose  Cazquez  de 
Yallesteros,  El  Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  Juan  Florin,  Excelentisimo 
Befior  Secretario  de  Estado  y  del  despachio  de  Hacienda. 

Doual  real  orden  a  la  eng'l  se  communioo  a  Meade  la  reacludon  a 
laa  consultas  de  la  comisiony  y  la  inaerta  d  tesarer  en  su  cerlificor- 
lion. 

Beal  orden  de  tres  denero  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte  mandada  in- 
sertar  a  continuacion  por  la  de  siete  de  Marzo  del  mismo  afio.  Excelent- 
isimo Sefior :  Por  real  orden  de  siete  de  Mayo  al  aflo  proximo  parade, 
comunicada  al  Sefior  Secretario  del  despacho  de  Estado  y  transladada 
&  vuecencia  para  su  conocimiento,  se  sirvio  el  rey  ufio  Sefior  nombrar 
una  comision  para  en  entender  en  la  liquidacion  de  los  creditos  y  en 
las  reclamaciones  que  tubiese  contra  la  real  hacienda  Don  Ricardo 
Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America.  En  su  cumpli- 
mento  la  expreseda  comision  con  fedra  de  Septiembre  y  quince  de  No- 
viembre  ultimos  consulto  a  su  Magestad  lo  que  estimo  comviniente  en 
el  osunto,  con  la  liquidacion  que  hizo  de  los  indicados  creditos  y  rec- 
lamaciones de  Meade  ;  y  habiendo  dado  cuenta  de  todo  a  su  Magestad 
al  mismo  tiempo  que  ha  visto  con  aprecio  los  tracasos  de  la  comision, 
no  ha  podido  menos  de  observar  que  faltan  que  apurar  las  fechas  de 
muchos  de  los  pa^os  que  se  han  hecho  a  Meade  y  como  sea  ufia  de  las 
circumstancias  indispensables  y  esenciales  para  formalizar  toda  liqui- 
dacion de  cuentas,  y  no  seve  por  otro  lado  la  razon  porque  esto  no  se 
pueda  yerificar  cuando  existen  las  oficinas  donde  se  hicieron  los  pages, 
se  ha  dignado  resolver  que  se  pase  a  vuecencia  todo  el  espediente  para 
que  valiendose  de  la  oficina  de  liquidacion  de  subministros  y  facili- 
tando  a  esta  cuantos  dates  y  noticias  pueda  necessitar,  se  preceda 
desed  luego  con  todo  preferencia,  y  con  asistencia  de  Meade,  a  la  for- 
macion  de  una  liquidacion  exacta  y  general  subdividida  en  etras  tan- 
tas  partes  cuantas  hansido  sus  contras :  que  a  CQutumacias  de  cada 
una  de  estas  se  pongo  su  resultado,  esto  es  la  entrega  de  los  efectos, 
dias  en  que  se  hizo  y  su  imperte ;  libramientos  que  se  le  dieron,  con 
sus  fechas  y  las  en  que  los  cobro,  con  toda  distincion  y  claridad  :  que 
premios  0  ganancias  se  le  ofrecieron  y  si  la  han  cumplido  o  no ;  y  final- 
mente  todo  lo  que  contribuya  a  una  verdadera  liquidacion  en  la  que 
no  se  debe  confundir  de  mode  alguno  lo  que  reclama  Meade  por  dere- 
cho  propio,  con  lo  que  pide  come  representantante  de  otras  personas 
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que  talvez  no  sean  acredoras  a  las  consideraciones  que  se  deben  a  aquel 
por  BUS  buenos  servicios :  queriendo  asi  mismo  su  Majestad  que  no  se 
perdone  medio  ni  fatiga  alguna  para  la  mas  pronta  aclaracion  de  este 
asuntOy  a  fin  de  evitar  perjuicios  y  que  se  desida  cual  corresponde  en 
justicia.  De  real  orden  la  consunico  a  yueoencia  para  su  pantnal 
cumplimento,  inchryendole  al  efecto  todo  el  espediente  que  existe 
Bobre  el  particular.  Dios  guafde  a  vuecencia  muchos  anos.  Palacio 
tres  de  enero  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte.  Antonio  Gonzalez  Salmon, 
fieflor  tesorero  general.  Escopia  a  la  leora,  Madrid  veinte  7  dos  de 
Marzo  de  mil  ocbociento  veinte.  Soret,  To  el  Ynfrascrito  escrivano  de 
an  Magestad  notario  publico  7  del  colegio  de  esta  muy  her  oica  villa  7  corte 
de  Madrid  que  abaso  signo  7  firmo^  certifico  7  do7  fee :  Que  la  media 
firma  que  dice  soret  con  que  se  autoriza  la  copia  anterior,  con  fecba  en 
Madrid  veinte  7  dos  del  presente  mes  7  afio  lo  e  s  del  excelentisimo 
Sefior  Don  Victor,  fesoreo  general  del  re7no,  7  a  sus  semefantes  se  les 
he  dado  7  da  entera  fee  7  credito  en  juicio  7  para  de  el :  Y  para  que 
conste  a  instancia  de  Don  Bicardo  ]tfeade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  7  del  comercio  de  Cadiz,  residente  en  esta  corte  do7  el  pre- 
sente testimonio  que  signo  en  Madrid  a  veinte  7  cuatro  de  Marzo  de 
mil  ochocientos  veinte :  esta  signado^  Atnonio  Dominguez,  compro- 
vasion,  los  7nfranscrito  escrevanos  de  su  Majestad  publicos  de  esta 
mu7  heroica  villa  7  corte  de  Madrid  que  signamos  7  firmamos  damos 
fee  :  que  Don  Antonio  Dominguez  por  quien  esta  signado  el  testimo- 
nio anterior  es  igual  escrivano  de  su  Magestad  7  notario  publico  como 
se  titula  fiel  7  de  confianza  7  a  todos  sus  actos  se  les  da  fee  7  credito 
en  juicio  7  fuera  de  el :  7  para  que  consta  damos  la  presente  que  sig* 
namos  7  firmamos,  sin  sello  por  no  haberle  en  la  actuatidad  en  cole- 
gio en  Madrid  fecba  le  supra.  Esta  signado,  Juan  Antonio  de  Mata. 
Esta  signado,  Francisco  Alonso  de  Bueda.  Esta  signado,  Justo  Bel- 
tran  del  Be7. 

Liguidacion  y  aoampano  la  comtsion  Beai  con  8u  considta  de  ZOth  Sep" 

tiembre,  1819. 

Comision  real  para  entender  en  las  reclamaciones  de  Don  Bicardo 
Meade :  Liquidacion  de  los  creditos  que  resultan  a  favor  del  mLsmo 
conforme  a  los  dictamenes  de  la  comision.  Los  intereses  de  seis  por 
ciento  en  los  cases  de  abono  los  fifa  hasta  fieres  de  Septiembre  para  la 
devida  claridad  7  comprende  sns  reclamaciones  vaso  los  numeros  pri- 
anero,  tercero,  cnarto,  quinto,  sexto,  septimo,  octavo,  trece,  7  catorce. 

Gonsidera  de  justo  avono,  trescientos  sesenta  7  dos  mil  trescientos  un 
reales  veinte  7un  maravedis  que  producen  los  intereses  de  demora  de 
cinco  millones  de  reales  que  por  falta  de  pagamento  en  Vera  Cruz  le 
fueron  satisfechos  en  la  peninsula ;  cu7as  epocas  7  capitales  son  los 
fiiguientes. 

Los  sesenta  7  nueve  mil  ochocientos  sesenta  7  tres  re- 
ales sobre  los  cinco  millones  desde  primero  de  No- 
viembre  de  mil  ochocientos  trece  hasta  veinte  7 
cuatro  de  enero  de  mil  ochocientos  catorce  en  que  le 
fueron  pagados  tres  millones  de  reales  de  los 
derechos  de  ono  7  plata  que  conduso  el  navio 
mifio 69,863  00 
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Lo8  do8  millones  restantes  le  fueroa  lib- 
rados  el  veinte  y  cuatrodo  enerode  mil 
ochocientos  catorce  sobre  varias  teso- 
rerias  7  verifico  sa  cobro  en  el  mismo 
aAo  de  mil  ochocientos  catorce,  ocho- 
cientos quince,  ochocientos  diez  7  seis 
7  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  siete  ;  7  no 
haviendo  se  povido  apurar  las  fechas 
de  cada  pago,  se  adopta  para  el  abono 
de  intereses  el  pago  amal  de  quini- 
entos  mil  reales  vas  CU70  principio 
le  oorrespondan  desde  veinte  7  cinco 
de  enero  hastafin  deDiciembre  de  mil 
ochocientos  catorce  sobre  el  capital  de 
dos  millones  de  reales,  cien to  doce  mil 
caatro  cientos  treinta  7  ocho  reales  ve« 
veinte  7  un  maravedis  vellon 112,438  21 

Desde  primero  de  enero  de  mil  ochoci- 
entos quince  a  fin  de  Diciembre  del 
mismo  con  respecto  al  capital  de  un 
millon  quinieentos  mil  reales 90^000  00 

Desde  primero  de  enero  a  fin  de  Diciem- 
bre de  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  seis  so- 
bre el  capital  de  un  millon  de  reales..       60,000  00 

Y  desde  primero  de  enero  a  treinta  7  uno 
de  Diciembre  de  mil  ochocientos  diez 
7  siete  con  resputo  al  capital  de  qui- 
nientosmil  reales 30,000  00 

CoDsidera  de  justicia  el  abono  de  un  millon  cincu- 
enta  7  cuatro  mil  noviciento,  treinta  7  siete  reales 
tresinta  maravedis  a  que  asciende  el  capital  con  in- 
tereses partado  al  diez  por  ciento  7  executoraido  en 
otros  segidos  en  el  consultado  7  juzgado  de  Alza- 
das  de  Ostdiz  contra  Don  Vicente  Bertram  de  Lis 
por  su  garantia  en  la  oontrato  de  porcion  de  efec- 
to8  que  no  le  fueron  pagados  por  el  govierno  capi- 
tal      841,508  lOi 

Yntereses  desde  primero  do  Noviembre 
de  mil  ochocientos  diez  7  sets  hasta 
fin  de  Ma70  del  corriente. 185,379  20 

Y  den  desde  primero  Junio  hasta  el 

diez  de  la  fecha 28,050  00 

Los  ciento  setenta  7  cinco  mil  docientos  cuarenta  re- 
ales, saldo  que  a  su  favor  resulto  por  los  travacos 
que  en  los  anos  de  mil  ochocientos  siete  7  mil  ocho- 
cientos ocho  entrego  segun  contrato  a  la  superinten- 
dencia  de  Se  villa  son  en  concepto  de  la  comision  de 
juste  abono  como  igualmente  los  intereses. 

Capital 175,240  00 


352,301  21 


1,064,937  30 J 
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Yntereses  al  seis  por  ciento  dee  de  pri- 
mero  de  Jalio  de  mil  ochocientos  ocho 
hastaeldiade  la  fecha 118,282  17 


Estiroa  la  comision  ignalmente  de  abono  ochenta  mil 
reales  vellon  que  Begun  recivo  le  cupieron  en  el  re- 
pariamento  de  quince  millones  reales  executado  en 
Cadiz  por  orden  del  govierno  en  primero  de  Marzo 
de  mil  ochocientos  once  7  sus  intereses. 

Capital: 80,000 

Yntereses  desde  primero  de  Julio  de  mil 
ochocientos  once  en  que  devio  haberse  veri- 
ficado  el  pago  0  reintegro  hasta  el  diaz  de 
la  fecha 39,200 

Son  de  abono  tambien  veinte  7  un  mil  sesenta  7  siete 

reales  veinte  maravedis  saldo  de  las  Arinas  que  en 

el  afio  de  mil  ochocientos  seis  tomo  de  un  varco  de 

« la  propiedad  de  Meade  el  General  Castafios  para 

socorro  de  la  Plaza  de  Centa  7  sus  intereses. 

Capital 21,067  20 

Yntereses  desde  primero  de  Enero  mil 
ochocientos  diez  7  siete 15,067  08 

El  ciudadano  Meade  reclama  varias  partidas  0  agra- 
vios  que  deso  de  avonarle  la  junta  superior  de  Cadiz 
por  resultas  e  incidencias  de  las  contratas  que  en  ^u 
tiempo  celebro.  Estinguida  aquella  la  nombrado 
governatiya  de  quien  solicito  su  pago  no  Uago  el  case 
que  lo  verificase  7  la  comision  estima  de  justicia  el 
abono  siguiente. 

Veinte  7  ocho  mil  ochocientos  reales  vellon  valor  de 
cuatrocientos  ochenta  fanega  Cevada  a  precio  de  se- 
renta  reales  vellon  <^ue  de  orden  del  Govierno  se 
destinaton  al  Suministro  de  la  fuerza  armada  del 
Cano  de  la  Ysla,  7  en  CU70  transito  manfrago  el 
buque 28,800  00 

La  de  sesenta  7  cinco  mil  treinta  reales 
procedente  valor  de  seiscientos  quin- 
tales  arroz  que  resulto  de  menos  al  dis- 
tribuir  ma7or  Candtidad  los  em  plea- 
dos  de  provisiones  que  con  anteriori- 
dad  vendio  Meade  ;  cu7a  anerina  nat- 
ural en  esta  Semilla,  estima  la  Comi- 
sion no  ser  de  cuentos  del  vendedor...       66,030  00 

La  de  veinte  7  seis  mil  setecientos  7  ocho 
reales  dos  maravedis  vellon  procedente 
de  alguileres  de  los  almacenes  donde 
se  conservaron  los  efectos  vendidos  a 
la  Real  Hacienda  segun  cuenta ••      26^768  02 

Y  la  de  doce  mil  cuatrocientos  treinta  7 


293,522  17 


119,200  00 


36,134  28 


BICQAHD  W.   IIEADE.  399 


cnatro  reales  a  que  asciendieron  los 
gartos  de  sanidad  y  descarga  de  los 
efectos  vendidos  a  la  junta  de  cujo 
cargo  debieroD  ser  segun  justicia 12,434  00 

Considerdde  justicia  el  abonode  dies  mil  reales  vellon 
J  BUS  iutereses  que  en  Noviembre  de  mil  ochocientos 
siete  entrego  para  socorro  del  Begimiento  Provin- 
cial de  Cordova  a  su  Coronel  Don  Francisco  Carva- 
jal  segun  justi&cia  con  el  resivo  original. 

Capital , ,. 10,000  00 

Yntereses  desde  sinco  de  Noviembre  de 
mil  ochocientos  siete  hasta  el  dia  de 
la  fecha 6,976  11 


133,022  02 


16,976  11 


La  Comision  estima  de  justicia  el  pago  a  Meade  como 
apoderad  o  representante  de  Don  Juan  Dikson  de 
un  millon  qumientos  tres  mil  quinientos  noventa 
reales  importe  de  tres  mU  cuatrocientos  diez  7  siete 
q^uintales  veinte  y  cinco  libras  of  a  Virginia  que  con- 
siguiente  a  contrata  entrego  en  las  fabricas  de  Se- 
villa  en  mil  ochocientos  quince  a  precio  de  veinte  j 
dos  pesos  fuertes  quintal 1,603,590  00 

Del  mismo  modo  es  justo  en  su  concepto  el  abono  de 
seiscientos  treinta  mil  reales  con  mas  los  intereses 
que  alcanza  a  la  Real  Hacienda  por  las  harinas  que 
suministraron  las  Casas  Americanas  que  Meade 
representa  y  entonces  se  hallaban  consignadas  a  Don 
Diego  Waldrop;  cuya  suma  y  treinta  mil  reale  pmas 
que  se  cobraron  en  veinte  y  uno  y  veinte  y  dos  de 
Febrero  de  mil  ochocientos  fueron  librados  sobre  la 
tesoreria  de  Bentas  de  Cadiz. 

Capital 630,000  00 

Yntereses  desde  veinte  y  tres  de  Febrero 
de  mil  ochocientos  catorce  hasta  el  dia 

de  la  fecha 211,887  04 

—      841,887  04 


4,361,561  Hi 


Ymportan  las  partidas  abonables  a  Don  Bicardo  Meade  segun  los 
dictamenes,  de  la  Comision,  cuatrb  millones  trescientos  sesenta  y  un 
mil  quinientos  setenta  y  un  reales  once  y  medio  mar^vedis,  segun 

Sueda  demostrado.  Madrid  treinta  de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos 
iez  y  nueve.  No  esta  firmada  ni  rubricada.  £s  copiade  su  original. 
Madrid  veinte  y  tres  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte.  Soret, — Yo 
el  infrascrito  Escrivano  de  Su  Magestad  Notario  publico  y  del 
Colegio  de  esta  Muy  Heroica  Villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  que  acaso 
signo  y  firmo  Certifico  y  doy  fee.  Que  la  media  firma  que  dice  Soret^ 
con  que  se  autoriza  la  copia  de  la  anterior  liquidacion  fecha  en  Madrid 
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a  veinte  j  tres  de  este  presente  mes  y  afio,  lo  cs  del  Excelentisimo 
Sefior  Don  Victor  Soret  Tesoreno  general  del  Reyno  actual mente  en 
exercicio,  7  a  sas  semefante  se  les  ha  dad  7  da  entera  fee  7  eredito  en 
jaicio  7  para  de  el.  Y  para  que  cooste  a  instancia  de  Don  Bicardo 
Meade  CiadadaDO  de  los  Estados  Unidos  7  del  Comercio  de  Cadiz  resi- 
dente  al  presente  en  esta  Corte  do7  el  presente  quo  signo  7  firmo  en 
Madrid  a  veinte  7  cuatro  de  Marzo'  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte.  Esta 
signado  Antonio  Dominguez.  Legalizacion, — Los  infrascritos  Escri- 
vanos  de  Su  Magestad  publico  del  Colegio  de  esta  Mu7  Heroica  Villa 
7  Corte  de  Madrid  que  signamos  7  firmamos  damos  fee :  Que  Don 
Antonio  Dominguez,  por  quien  esta  signado  el  testimonio  de  la  vuel- 
ta  es  igual  Escrivano  de  Su  Magestad^  como  se  titula  ;  7  a  todo  cuanto 
actua  se  le  da  fee  7  eredito  en  juicio  7  fuera  de  el ;  Y  para  que  conste 
damos  la  presente  que  signamos  sin  sello  por  no  haberle  en  la  actuali- 
dad  en  el  Colegio,  en  Madrid  a  veinte  7  ocho  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochoci- 
entos veinte.  Esta  signado.  Velentin  Santos  Diaz.  Esta  signado. 
Manuel  Bubio  de  Villegas.    Esta  signado.     Don  Matias  del  Acebal. 

Flan  No.  60,  que  acompano  la  Comisum  BL  cm  su  ConmUa  deSO  a 

Sept.  de  1819. 

Beclamaciones  de  Meade  por  perjuicios  con  los  numeros  dos,  nueve, 
Diez,  onces  7  doce :  Cantidades  que  domanda  por  ellas,  las  que  de- 
fando  la  junta  a  la  consideracion  de  Su  Magestad  su  graduacion,  para 
a  la  demonstracion  de  su  importe  en  las  impotesis  que  propone. 

Cantidades 
que  demaoda.         dosSasptes.  Mitad. 

Numerosegundo;  Perjuicios  reci-      naUt.  reuU$.  reaUs. 

vidos  por  la  protesta  7  falta  de 

pago  de  la  letra  de  trescientos 

mil  pesos  librados  sbbre  Vera- 
cruz   1,000,000      666,666  22      500,000 

Numero  nueve:    Yden  recividos 

por  la  demora  en  el  pago  de  las 

Contratas  celebradas  desde  Di- 

ciembre  de  ochocientos  nueve 

hasta  fines  de  ochocientos  doce 

7  depositos  judiciales  de  arinas 

en  Algeciras 3,000,000    2,000,000       1,500,000 

Numero  Diez :  Yden  :   recividos 

por  la  contrata  de  viveres  para 

Valencia , 1,000,000      666,666  22      500,000 

Numero  once :  Yden :  por  los  li- 

bramientos  del  Govierno  dados 

al  Consul  Yngles  7  deposito  de 

arinas  que  tubo 1,500,000    1,000,000  750,000 

Numero   doce :    Yden    recividos  tres  cuartas  partes. 

por  la  injusta  prision  que  sufri6 

desde  dos  de  Mayo  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos diez  7  ocho 2,000,000     1,500,000        1,500,000 

Total 8,500,000    5,833,332        4,750,000 
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Madrid  treinta  de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  Diez  y  naeve.  No 
esta  firmado  ni  rabricado.  Es  copia  a  la  letra.  Madrid  veinte  y  dos 
de  Marzo  de  mil  ocbocientos  veinte.  Sortt. — To  el  ynfrascrito  Escri- 
vano  de  su  Magestad  Notario  publico  y  del  Colegio  de  esta  Muy  Heroi* 
ca  Villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  que  abajo  signo  y  firmo,  certifico  y  doy 
fee :  que  la  media  firma  que  dice  Soret  con  que  se  aiitoriza  el  Estado 
que  antecede  numero  seis,  fecha  en  Madrid  a  veinte  y  dos  del  presente 
mes  y  ano,  lo  es  del  Excellentisimo  Seflor  Don  Victor  Soret  Tesoreno 
Qeneral  del  Beyno,  y  a  sus  seraefantes  se  les  ha  dado  y  da  entera  fea 
7  credito  en  juicio  y  fuera  de  el.  Y  para  que  conste  a  instaacia  de 
Don  Bicardo  Meade  Ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  del  Comercio 
de  Cadiz,  Besidente  al  presente  en  esta  Corte  doy  el  presente  testimo- 
nio  que  signo  en  Madrid  a  veinte  y  cuatro  de  Marzo  de  mil  ocbocien- 
tos veinte.     Esta  signado  Antonio  Dominguez. 

Legalization. 

Los  ynfrascritos  escrivanos  de  su  Magestad  publicos  del  colegio  de 
esta  muy  heroica  villa  y  corte  de  Madrid  que  signamos  y  firmamos 
damos  fee  :  Que  Don  Antonio  Dominguez  por  quien  esta  signado  el 
testimonio  anteriar  es  igual  escrivano  de  su  Magestad  como  se  tisula, 
fiel  y  de  confianza ;  y  a  todo  cuanto  actua  se  le  da  fee  y  credito  ea 
juscio  y  fuera  de  el.  Y  para  que  conste  damos  la  presente  que  signa- 
mos y  firmamos  sin  sello  por  nobaberle  en  la  aconiladad  en  el  colegio, 
en  Madrid  fecha  vt  supra.  Esta  signado  Juan  Antonio  de  Mataesta. 
signado  Francisco  Antonio  de  Bueda.  Esta  signado  Justo  Beltran  del- 
Bey. 

Beal  orden  gh  en  28  ae  Sep,  1819,  se  diriji  a  la  comiaon  se  B.  suttar 

de  la  oousuUa  de  30  de  Sepre  anterior. 

He  dado  cuenta  al  Bey  Nuestro  Senor  de  lo  espuesto  por  la  comision 
nombrada  para  liquidar  los  creditos  y  reclamaciones  de  Dan  Bicardo 
Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  y  haviendos  enerada 
Meade  su  Magestad  detenidamente  del  modo  con  que  aquUa  presentala 
liquidacion  de  nueve  de  las  catorce  partidas  reclamados  por  Meade,  y  su 
parecer  a  cera  de  las  restantes  de  perjuicios ;  se  ha  dignado  resolver  por 
aoara  que  volviendose  a  reunir  la  comision  medite ;  si  estima  justicia 
el  abono  de  intereses  en  las  dendas  cuyo  origenes  de  contratas  que  no 
tienen  condiciones  obligatiorias  de  semefante  avono  y  las  trascendencia 
que  puede  tener  un  exemplar  de  esta  naturaleza  y  con  respecto  a  las  in- 
demnizaciones  por  perjuicios  si  igualmente  estima  en  el  orden  de  justi- 
cia la  responsavilidad  de  la  Beal  Hacienda  sin  necesidad  de  otras  cali- 
ficaciones,  pues  su  Magestad  al  paso  que  desea  atender  a  las  instancias 
de  Meade  en  lo  que  ses  justo,  no  puede  prescindir  de  proceder  con  la 
circumspecion  y  acierto  que  merece  un  asunto  tan  complicado  en  todas 
res  relaciones.  De  real  orden  la  comunico  a  Vsia  para  inteligencia  de 
la  comision.  Dies  guarde  a  Vsia  muchos  anos :  Palacio  veinte  yocho 
de  Octubre  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  nueve.  Jose  de  Ymaz.  ISenor 
Don  Bruno  Vallarino.     Es  Copia  Bicardo  Meade. 

Bep.  C  C.  226 26 
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Cormdta  general  hiao  la  Common  Real  en  \%  de  Noviembre  de  1819. 

Senor  :  Con  Real  orden  de  veinte  7  ocbo  de  Octnbre  proximo  se  ha 
debuelto  a  esta  comision  uombrada  por  vuestra  Hagestad  la  esposicion 
que  elevo  a  bos  reales  manoB  por  medio  del  miniBterio  de  estado  y  del 
despacho  de  Hacienda,  sobre  Iob  intereses  7  perjuicios  que  reclama 
Don  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  para 
que  reuniendose  medite  7  manifieste  si  estima  de  justicia  el  abono  de 
7ntere8e6  en  las  dendas,  cuyo  origen  es  de  contratas  que  no  tienen  con- 
dicioncB  obligatorias  de  semefante  avono  7  la  trascendencia  que  pueda 
tener  un  exemplar  de  esta  naturaleza :  7  con  respecto  a  las  iumemni- 
zaciones  de  perjuicios  ;  si  igualmente  entima  la  comision  en  el  orden 
de  justicia  la  responsavilidad  de  la  real  hacienda,  sin  necesidad  de 
otra  caltificacion  ;  pues  vuestra  Magestad  a  el  paso  que  desea  atender 
a  las  instancias  de  Meade  en  lo  que  sea  justo  no  puede  prescindir  de 
proceder  con  la  circumspeccion  7acierto  que  merece  un  asunto  tan  com- 
plicado  en  todas  sus  relaciones.     Con  este  motive  Sefior,  la  comision  a 
Duelto  a  repasar  con  toda  meditacion  7  detenimiento  las  reclamaciones 
de  Meade  7  los  foundamentos  de  su  anterior  dictamen  7  encuentra  que 
no  puede  menos  a  ratificarlo  \  por  que  desde  luego  comprendio  que 
dicbas  reclamaciones  heran  comerciales  7  hechas  por  comerciante  es- 
trangero,  cu7a  calidad  hera  notoria  en  Meade,  con  la  especial  consi- 
deracion  que  merecia  los  aprontos  de  viveres  de  que  prooeden  los  cre- 
ditos  de  su  referentia  en  circumstancias  que  produgenon  al  Govierno 
Espafiol  vienes  incalculables  7  la  de  haver  sido  estos  veneficioB  tan 
('esgraciados  a  su  dispensador  que  alegado  de  la  entera  satisfaccion  de 
reconocimiento  por  accidentes  orgenos  del  real  animo  de  Vuestra  Ma- 
gestad no  solo  ha  sufrido  tan  larga  privacion  de  parte  de  sus  capitate, 
e  intereses  si  no  es  ostras  perdidas  desaires  7  quebrantos  personales  que 
agravan  sus  quejas.    Sobre  tales  antecedentes  la  comision  recurrio  a  los 
principios  de  justicia  equidad  7  politica  con  arreglo  a  las  atribuciones 
de  su  ereccion  7  se  propuso  el  sano  obgeto  de  terminar  este  asunto  por  su 
propio  estilo  depurando,  simplificando  7  reduciendo  la  materia  que 
nabia  sido  el  bianco  de  su  ma7or  atencion  7  travajo  estraordinario.  Vajo 
esta  idea  no  pudo  desconocer :  que  el  lucro  cesante  7  dafio  emergente  por 
quereclamaba  Meade,  sobre  la  razon  con  que  se  describen  en  la  moral  son 
reconocidos7  adoptados  civilmenteen  las  Ie7e8  de  las  naciones  cultas,  no 
solo  en  las  contratos  de  condicion  espresa  de  intereses,  si  no  es  en  I08  con- 
tratos  con  comerciantes  7  aun  con  otros  en  que  no  se  espresan,  cono  reato 
de  las  obligaciones  7  su  faltade  cumpiimiento  por  alguno  de  los  contra- 
tan  tes.  Si  se  reconociesen  los  archives  de  los  tribunales  que  ban  entendio 
en  los  negocios  de  comercio  se  hallarian  executoriados  muchos  exempla- 
res  del  abono  de  intereses  7  dailos  indicados  por  la  culpa,  mora,  o  defecto 
de  alguna  de  las  partes  contra7entes  fallados  en  justicia,  sin  haberse 
espresado  el  abano  en  los  contratos  7  solo  por  estra  embebido  en  la 
naturaleza  de  ellos  mismos  7  en  la  justicia  exencial  que  pesa  la*^  re- 
spo*  savilidades  consiguienes;  en  cu7a  virtud  la  ha  doce  titulo  once  libro 
dier  de  la  novisima  recopilacion  hablando  de  las  dendas  activas  de 
antesanos  7  menestrales  dice  :  que  respecto  a  estos  corren  en  su  vene- 
fiicio  desde  el  dia  de  la  interpelacion  judicial  los  intereses  mercantiles 
del  seis  por  ciento  para  resarcirle  el  menos  cabo  que  resiben  con  la 
demora  7  restardacion  del  pago  ;  prueva  de  obsenvarse  tales  intereses 
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sefialadoB  enel  comercio:  lo  mismo  que  previene  la  ley  treoe  de  dicbo 
titulo  y  libro  sobre  las  dendas  de  los  criados  y  ultimameato  vaestra 
Magestrad  en  elano  proximo  pasado  ordo  el  snpremo  conseso  del 
almirantazgo  ha  mandado  abonar  el  seis  por  ciento  al  dueno  de 
la  Fragata  Cortes  que  es  la  corveta  de  Guerra  Bailen  por  el  tiempo 
de  la  retardacion  del  pago.  Sobre  estas  y  otras  disposicioDes  posi- 
tivas  lay  ley  principal  de  semefante  avono  de  intereses  y  daflos  esta 
escrita  en  el  codigo  de  la  naturaleza,  origen  de  toda  legislacion  que 
induce  a  resarcir  el  perjuicio  por  quien  lo  ocasiono;  y  sobre  principios 
tan  solidos,  la  comision  tubo  asi  mismo  presente  las  calidades  que  debian 
constar  por  dicho  avono,  a  saver  que  no  se  pago  a  su  devido  tiempo  ;  que 
el  acredor  hera  comercianteyestrangono,  y  lorespestivo  a  el  uso  y  con- 
secuendas  de  bu  capitales  y  privaciones;  hallando  por  los  antecedentes 
reunidos  que  si  lo  uno  estaba  acreditado  completamente,  lo  otro  constaba 
en  vastante  manera  y  se  podria  acreditar  mas;  cansa  por  que  se  resolvio 
a  terminarlo  todo  buena  y  equitativamente  proponiendo  Yuestra  Ma- 
gestad  que  en  cuanto  a  los  perjuicios  quedasen  a  ne  Soberana  consid- 
eracion  en  dor  partes  o  la  mitad  de  lo  que  se  pretendia ;  sacando  en 
ello  (sobre  el  honor  con  que  se  concludia  adecnadamente)  la  ventaja  de 
qae,  hallandoce  elacreedor  dispuesto  a  transifir  y  hacer  cualquier  des- 
prendimieato^  llevaria  gusto  so  la  mitad  de  lo  que  despues  de  otros 
mayor  examen  o  discnsion  no  podia  menos  de  pedir  por  intero ;  que- 
dando  aun  pendientes  los  aoomodamientos  para  la  satisfacion  ;  en  que 
el  acreedor  tambien,  hecho  cargo  de  las  circumstancias  reserva  hacer 
proporciones  consiguientes  a  su  generosa  conducta  yadesion.  Per  lo 
que  respecta  a  la  trascendencia  que  pueda  tener  el  presente  exemplar 
deono  de  intereaves,  Yuestra  Magesad  hallara  en  lo  que  qued  a  dicho 
que  no  es  este  el  primero  estando  a  la  practica  y  las  leyes  de  la  materia; 
yan  no  puedeatribuirse  a  el  solo  cualguiera  conscuencia  o  mala  resulta; 
cuando  teniendo  cada  caso  especial  y  cada  reclamacion  sus  propias  cir- 
cumstancias niuguna  regla  general  puede  darse  para  la  decision  de 
todas.  Para  la  satisfacion  de  cualesguiera  creditos,  la  primera  aten- 
cion  es  la  de  el  dever  que  decide  de  la  justicia  y  la  segunda  la  de  la  pos* 
ibilidad  del  pago  para  que  son  los  aoomodamientos  ;  y  en  esta  parte  es 
presiso  tambien  hacer  la  distincion  de  acreedores  naturales  y  Estran- 
geros.  Los  primeros,  interesados  en  la  conservacion  de  sus  derechos 
que  protexe  y  sostiene  el  govierno  ;  no  solo  deben  estar  a  las  esperas,  a 
las  proporciones  ya  las  disposiciones  generales  del  Pais  para  sus  pagos, 
si  no  es  que  aun  que  dan  obligados  a  otras  prestanciones  que  pueden  exifir 
las  necesidordes  mas  urgentes;  pero  los  segundos  agenos  de  estas  rela- 
ciones  obligaciones  y  dependencias,  no  pueden  estar  a  otras  leyes  mas  que 
a  las  que  rigen  los  contratos  por  que  demandan;  y  haviendo  cumplido  en 
ellos  de  ne  parte,no  hay  por  quedevan  coder  de  susderechosy  obligationes; 
y  esta  es  la  razon  por  que  no  se  descubre  la  esperanza  de  que  pueda  meforar 
este  negocio  por  oto  estilo  distinto  del  que  se  la  ha  venido  a  dar,  sigui- 
endo  las  veneficas  intenciones  de  vuestra  Magestad,  y  pues  ellas  son  con- 
stantemente  el  aivel  de  la  comision  por  las  razones  espuestas,  y  las  de 
su  anterior  dictamen  a  que  se  remite,  entiende  que  los  intereses  recla- 
mados  por  el  comerciante  estrangero  Meade,  son  devidos  de  justicia  en 
los  terminos  y  a  propuestos^  como  lo  son  tambien  eon  igual  calidad  los 
perjuicios  por  la  comveniencis  que  resulta  a  el  estado^  adopta  la  mode^ 
racion  o  reduccion,  sin  necesidad  de  otra  calificacion  y  sin  que  pueda 
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atribuirse  naeva  trascendencia  perjudicial  a  la  determinacion  presente. 
Vaestra  Magestad  sin  embargo  como  daefio  resolvera  en  todo  segun 
sea  de  su  soberano  agrado.  Madrid  j  Noviembre  quince  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos  diez  y  nueve.  Sefior  Bruno  Vallarino.  Jose  Bazquez  Vales- 
teros.  El  Marques  de  las  Hormazas.  Juan  Florin.  Es  copia  a  la 
letra.  Madrid  veinte  7  dos  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte. 
Soret.  Yo  el  inpascripto  escrivano  de  su  Magestad  publico  7  del 
colegio  de  esta  Minu7  Heroica  villa  7  corte  de  Madrid  que  abajo  signo 
7  firmo ;  certifico  7  do7  fee ;  que  la  media  firma  que  dice  Soret  con 
que  se  autoriza  la  copia  anterior  fecha  en  Madrid  veinte  7  dos  vel  pre- 
sente mes  7afio ;  lo  es  del  excelentisimo  Sefior  Don  Victor  Soret  teso- 
reno  general  vel  re7no  7  a  semefantes  se  les  ha  dado  7  da  entera  fee  7 
credito  en  juicio  7  fuera  de  el ;  7  para  que  conste  a  instancia  de  Don 
Bicardo  Meade,  cuidadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  7  del  comercio  de 
Cadiz  residente  al  presente  en  esta  corte  do7  el  presente  testimonio 
que  signo  en  Madrid  a  veinte  7  cuatro  de  Marzo  de  mil  ochocientos 
veinte.  Esta  signado  Antonio  Dominguez.  Legalizacion.  Los  In- 
frascritas  escrivanos  de  su  Magestad  publicos  del  colegio  de  Madrid 
dmos  fee  que  Don  Antonio  Dominguez  por  quien  esta  signado  el 
anterior  testimonio  es  igual  escrivano  de  su  Magestad  como  se 
titula,  7  a  todo  cuanto  actua  se  leda  fee  7  credito  en  juicio  7 
fuera  de  el.  Y  para  que  conste  damos  la  presente  que  signa- 
mos  7tfirmamos  en  Madrid  a  veinte  7  cuatro  de  Marzo  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos veinte,  7  no  va  sellado  por  no  ha  /orle  en  la  actualidad  en  el 
colegio.  Esta  signado  Juan  Antonio  de  Mata.  Esta  signado  Fran- 
cisco Monso  de  Eueda.     Esta  signado  Justo  Beltrano  del  Be7. 

Oficio  de  la  Preaidente  de  la  comision  de  boUnendo  a  Meade  aur  dacu- 

merUos, 

Cuautos  papeles  existian  en  la  comision  nombrada  por  su  Magestad 
para  la  liquidacion  de  sus  cuentas  de  la  que  fue  su  presidente^  todos 
con  la  esposicion  7  dictamen  de  la  junta  en  desempefio  de  su  largo  se  han 
pasado  al  Sefior  secretario  de  estado  del  despacho  de  hacienda  ;  por  con- 
siguiente  a  el  deve  usted  recurrir  para  la  certificacion  que  pide  a  la  junta 
por  su  oficio  de  veinte  7do8  de  enero  ultimo  al  que  contesto  en  su  prime- 
ra  parte,  7  con  respecto  a  la  segunda  para  que  se  le  debuelban  los  do- 
cumentos  comprovantes  de  sus  reclamaciones  que  exivio  a  la  junta  para 
que  los  tubiera  presente  en  la  liquidacion  de  aquellas,  acompailo  a 
Vsted  seis  paqueltes  correspondientes  a  las  reclamaciones  del  estado 
general  de  ellas  que  presenta  a  la  junta  con  los  numeros  tres,  cuatro, 
cinco,  seis,  7siete  70ctava,  la  tercera  relativa  al  ple7to  con  Bertran  de 
Lis  de  las  atinas  vendidas  a  la  real  hacienda  vajo  su  garantia  el  docu- 
mento  es  la  certificacion  del  ministro  de  marina  Don  Domingo  Carru- 
gato :  la  cuarta  corresponde  a  los  tavacos  vendidos  a  la  favrica  de 
Sevilla  en  los  aflos  de  mil  ochocientos  siete  7  mil  ochocientos  ocho ;  la 
quinta  el  resivo  del  tesorero  general  de  ochenta  mil  reales  con  que 
contribujo  al  prestamo  de  quince  millones :  la  sexta  la  certificacion 
del  ayuntamiento  de  la  plaza  de  centa  por  las  arinas  suministradas 
por  Vsted  7  no  satisfechas  la  septima  contiene  en  un  paqnete  los  docu- 
mentos  referentes  a  la  cuenta  segnida  con  la  junta  de  Cadiz  de  viveres 
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entregados  a  la  misma  7  agravios  reclamados  en  ella ;  7  la  octava  el 
resivo  del  coronel  del  provincial  de  Cordova  de  un  prestamo  hecho 
por  dicho  vegimiento  ;  espero  que  confroutando  dichos  documentos  con 
el  resivo  provisional  que  de  ellos  le  de,  me  debuelba  este  7  me  conser- 
te  el  recivo  de  los  espresados  papeles  para  resguardo  mio  7  de  la  comi- 
cion.  Dios  guarde  a  Vsted  muchos  afios  Madrid  primero  de  Febrero 
de  mil  ochocientoz  veinte.  Bruno  Vallarino,  Sefior  Don  Bicardo 
Meade. 

Otto  oficio  dd  mismo  Preaidewte  de  bolbiendo  a  Meade  un  documento. 

Adjusto  es  el  documento  que  en  oficio  de  nueve  del  coriente  me  re- 
mitio  Vsted  7  con  el  que  principio  a  cobrar  el  credito  que  reclama  de 
las  casas  Americanas  que  represent  a  :  7  de  guedar  en  poder  de  Vsted 
espero  el  correspondente  aviso.  Dios  guarde  a  Vsted  muchos  aflos 
Madrid  treinta  de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  Dios  7  nueve.  Bruno 
Vallarino.     SefLor  Don  Bicardo  Meade 

Corresponde  a  la  letra  con  las  reales  ordenes,  liquidaciones,  esposi- 
ciones^  oficios,  7  comprovacioines  orignales,  que  odo  se  halla  unido  en 
el  espediente,  el  mismo  que  para  sucar  este  testimonio  me  ba  esivido 
Don  Bicardo  Meade,  ciuidadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  comercio  de 
Cadiz,  7  al  presente  residente  en  esta  corte,  aguien  los  devoloi  de  que 
do7  se  7  a  que  me  venito  7  sisma  su  recivo.  Y  para  que  conste  donde 
conoenga  70  el  infrascripto  escrivano  de  S.  M.  publico  notario  de  los 
re7nos  7  del  colegio  de  esta  mu7  heroica  villa  7  corte  de  Madrid,  do7 
el  presente  que  signo  7  sismo  en  ella  a  once  de  Abril  de  mil  ochocien- 
tos veinte. 

Veriba  el  espediente  orignale. 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ. 

Los  7nfrascrito  ennos  R.  8.  M.  Natario  se  Be7no8  7  el  Colegio 
resta  M.  H.  Va.  7  Corte  reuad.  damos  fee.  Lue  Don  Antonio  Do- 
minguiz  por  quien  esta  autoriado  7  signado  el  testim'o.  anterior  es  igual 
en'roExd.  At7.  7  Navarios  se  Be7no8  como  se  titula,  7  a  solo  cuanto 
acona  sell  da  fe  7  credito  enpucio  7  para  Bel.  Z.  P'a  Q-'l  conce  donde 
convenza,  damos  lupres  se  (jr'l  signimos  7  primamos,  sin  sello  por  no 
haverle  actualment  se  en  el  Colegio,  en  Madrid  a  once  se  Avril  se  mil 
ochocientos  veiente. 

FBAN'CO  ALONZO  DE  BEUDA, 
JUAN  JOSE  BAMIREZ, 
TADEO  MABTINEZ. 

I,  Thomas  Q-ough,  translator  and  interpreter  to  the  Aoierican  lega- 
tion at  the  court,  do  hereb7  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of 
Fran'co  Alonzo  de  Bueda,  Juan  Jose  Bamirez,  and  Tadeo  Martinez 
are  the  respective  signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  of 
the  ro7al  college,  and  notaries  public  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  to  them  as  such. 

Given  under  mj  hand  at  Madrid  the  24th  da7  of  Ma7,  1820. 

THOMAS  GOUGH. 
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Reports  of  the  Junta  appointed  to  settle  B,  W,  Meade's  daiinSj  together 
with  such  documents  as  were  communicaied  to  him  prior  and  subse- 
quent  to  said  reports  ^  and  final  settlement^  and  approved  by  his  Caiholic 
Majesty. 

LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

1.  First  memorial  of  Mr.  Meade,  dated  7tb  January,  1819. 

2.  Second  memorial  of  Mr.  Meade,  dated  9th  March,  1819, 

3.  The  King's  order  appointing  the  junta,  7th  May,  1819. 

4.  Memorandum  of  autos  and  other  documents  in  the  departments 
of  the  Spanish  government  called  for  by  Mr.  Meade  as  evidence  before 
the  junta. 

5.  Note  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  junta  enclosing  the  foregoing  requisi- 
tion dated  15th  May,  1819. 

6.  Official  note  of  the  junta  to  Mr.  Meade  informing  him  that  they 
were  organized  and  ready  to  hear  him,  dated  18th  May^  1819. 

7.  Official  note  of  the  junta  to  Mr.  Meade  demanding  his  original 
documents,  dated  31st  August,  1819. 

8.  Note  of  Mr.  Meade  transmitting  to  the  junta  the  original  docu- 
ments required,  dated  1st  September,  1819. 

9.  The  president  of  the  junta  to  Mr.  Meade  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  original  documents,  dated  1st  September,  1819. 

10.  Note  of  Mr.  Meade  transmitting  another  document  to  the  junta, 
dated  9th  September,  18 1 9. 

11.  Note  of  the  president  of  the  junta  acknowledging  receipt  there- 
of, dated  15th  September,  1819. 

12.  Boyal  order  to  the  treasurer  general  directing  an  examination 
of  the  judgment  of  the  junta,  dated  3d  January,  1820. 

13.  Note  of  Mr.  Meade  to  the  president  of  the  junta  praying  copies 
of  their  judgments,  dated  15th  January,  1820. 

14.  Order  of  the  King  granting  copies  thereof,  dated  9th  February, 
1820. 

15.  Report  of  the  junta,  dated  30th  September,  1819. 

16.  Sundry  acts  verifying  said  documents. 

17.  Document  accompanying  the  report  of  30th  September,  1819. 

18.  Notice  of  acts  verifying  said  document. 

19.  Another  document  accompanying  report  of  30th  September, 
1819. 

20.  Notice  of  acts  verifying  the  foregoing  document. 

21.  Official  note  directing  the  junta  to  reconsider  their  judgment, 
dated  28th  October,  1819. 

22.  Report  of  the  junta  of  the  15th  November,  1819. 

23.  Note  of  the  treapurer  general,  stating  that  he  had  transmitted 
the  whole  body  of  the  documents  to  the  minister  of  finance,  dated 
18th  April,  1820. 

24.  Note  oi  the  president  of  the  junta  concerning  their  reports,  and 
stating  that  the  documents  were  transmitted  to  the  minister  of  finance, 
to  be  canceUedf  dated  17th  May,  1820. 

25.  Official  note  of  the  minister  Cangas  Arguelles  stating  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  junta  by  the  King,  and  the  claim  as  liquidated; 
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stating  that  it  was  adjusted  through  interposition  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  dated  21st  May,  1820. 

26.  Final  act  of  approbation  of  the  King,  dated  19th  May,  1820. 

27.  Acts  verifying  said  document. 


First  memorial  of  Mr.  Bichard  Meade. 

Sir  :  The  memorial  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  respectfully  shows,  that  neither  the  important  ser- 
vices rendered  by  your  memorialist  to  the  nation  in  times  the  most 
calamitous  and  critical,  nor  the  maintainance  of  the  armies  due,  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  advances  in  money  and  provisions  made  by  him 
to  the  government ;  nor  the  imminent  danger  incurred  by  him  of 
losing  his  reputation  and  credit,  by  supporting  a  war  carried  on  for 
the  defence  of  your  Majesty  and  your  throne,  have  been  sufficient  to 
shelter  him  against  malignity,  persecution,  and  intrigue. 

On  the  contrary,  it  seems  that  their  wicked  passions  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  benefits  rendered  by  your  memorialist  to  the  Spanish 
nation  Thus,  in  the  year  1812,  the  government,  then  commanding 
in  your  Majesty's  name,  was  indebted  to  him  about  sixteen  millions 
of  rials  (|800,000)  on  account  of  provisions  furnished  by  him  for  the 
maintainance  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  legiti- 
mate King  of  Spain;  and  instead  of  looking  for  the  means  of  paying 
him,  they  adopted  such  measures  as  seemed  most  proper  (and  so  they 
really  were)  for  mining  entirely  his  character  as  a  merchant ;  having 
employed  not  only  his  own  funds,  but  also  those  of  the  persons  who 
had  put  their  property  into  his  hands,  the  whole  of  which  was  laid 
out  in  the  support  of  the  armies. 

Such  extraordinary  conduct  would  appear  incredible  if  the  facts  did 
not  speak  for  themselves,  which  clearly  show  the  imminent  ruin  that 
threatened  your  memorialist ;  and  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the 
exposition  of  his  complaints  in  so  many  private  petitions,  and  lastly 
in  his  pamphlets,  in  which  he  exposed  to  public  view  his  own  conduct 
and  that  of  certain  officers  and  agents  under  the  government. 

Would  to  God  that  the  critical  circumstances  under  which  your  me- 
morialist was  placed  in  consequence  of  the  total  failure  of  the  promi- 
ses made  to  him,  had  not  required,  so  peremptorily,  his  having  recourse 
to  such  measures  ;  but,  besides  not  paying  him,  he  saw  himself  thrown 
into  one  of  the  cells  of  the  public  prison  at  Cadiz,  where  he  was  con- 
fined for  more  than  three  months,  and  from  whence  he  was  not  re- 
leased but  under  bail,  as  if  it  were  a  crime  to  claim  the  sacred  fulfilment 
of  contracts. 

Since  that  period  no  means  nor  measures  have  been  spared  to  per- 
secute  him,  and  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  events  shows  that  it  is  only 
in  the  power  of  your  Majesty  to  put  an  end  to  so  many  wrongs,  inju- 
rious to  the  credit  of  the  royal  finance,  and  advantageous  to  nobody 
but  to  those  who  wish  to  satiate  their  revenge,  or  to  promote  the  views 
of  their  sordid  and  criminal  interest. 

In  the  balance  still  due  of  the  sixteen  millions  of  1812,  which 
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amounts  to  many  thousands  of  dollars^  is  comprehended  a  draft  upon 
the  treasury  of  Vera  Cruz  in  his  favor,  which  was  presented  and  pro- 
tested for  want  of  payment,  and  from  which  he  ought  to  receive  about 
three  millions  of  rials.  This  business  is  pending  for  its  decision  in 
the  council  of  finance,  where,  pursuing  the  regular  and  usual  proceed- 
ings, as  if  the  royal  finance  was  a  simple  drawer,  the  character  which 
it  adopted,  the  royal  treasury  will  have  to  pay  some  millions  of  rials 
for  re-drafts,  premiums,  damages,  &c. 

There  is  also  a  pum  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  which  the 
memorialist  claims  for  amount  of  capital  and  interest  arising  from 
provisions  iurnished  by  him  under  guarantee  of  Don  Vicente  Beltran 
de  Lis.  The  draft  is  in  the  hands  of  your  memorialist,  and  although 
he  has  obtained  a  writ  of  execution  in  the  tribunal,  he  is  yet  without 
his  money^  and,  of  course,  his  claim  continues  in  its  original  vigor 
against  the  royal  treasury. 

Finally,  the  official  note  of  the  American  ambassador,  in  the  name 
of  his  government,  must  not  pass  unnoticed  by  your  memorialist.  In 
this  official  note  he  asks  a  reparation  for  damages  and  injuries  suf- 
fered by  Meade  during  two  years  and  upwards  of  confinement  in  the 
castle  of  Santa  Catalina,  where  he  was  put  by  order  of  the  council  of 
war ;  which  imprisonment  your  Majesty  declared  to  be  illegal  and 
unjust. 

iSo  many  excesses,  committed  at  once  against  a  foreigner  who  can 
boast  of  having  rendered  more  services  to  your  Majesty  than  all  your 
merchant  subjects  together,  and  more  than  a  great  many  of  those  who 
occupy  the  highest  dignities  in  the  state,  had  their  origin  in  the 
hatred  which  the  hall  of  justice  of  the  supreme  council  of  war  con- 
ceived against  him — a  hatred  so  mortal  against  one  who  has  so  well 
deserved  of  the  Spanish  nation,  that  it  seems  that  his  crimes  have  been 
as  enormous  as  his  services  have  been  great,  or  rather  that,  by  a  ma- 
licious contusion  of  ideas,  virtues  are  construed  into  crimes.  His 
services  required  a  very  different  treatment ;  they  did  not  certainly 
deserve  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  person  and  property  to  which  he  has 
been  subjected. 

Let  an  object  so  contrary  to  justice  disappear,  and  if  past  personal 
sufierings  cannot  be  remedied,  let  them  at  least  be  repaired  by  a  pub- 
lic testimony  of  their  impropriety. 

It  is  not  a  favor,  but  an  act  of  justice,  which  your  petitioner  asks 
from  your  Majesty.  It  is  a  settlement  of  all  his  claims,  which  can 
very  easily  be  executed  by  reuniting  all  the  documents  existing  in  the 
royal  treasury,  council  of  finance,  secretary's  office  of  the  same  de- 
partment ;  the  whole  of  which  united  to  the  exposition  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  will  serve  as  a  basis  to  those  persons  who,  enjoying  the 
confidence  of  your  Majesty,  may  be  appointed  to  adjust  and  fix  the 
settlement,  so  that  no  doubt  may  exist  in  future  of  the  grounds  and 
amount  of  his  claims ;  and  as  the  persons  so  appointed  will  receive 
their  commission  from  your  Majesty,  there  ought  to  be  no  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  the  proposition  of  having  your  memo- 
rialist's claims  ascertained  and  settled,  the  payment  of  which  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  fix  on  such  advantageous  terms 
that  it  will  scarcely  have  that  name ;  but  as  to  the  execution  of  this 
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party  that  is  not  the  present  question,  this  being  a  secondary  object 
and  entirely  subordinate  to  the  liquidation  and  settlement,  which,  if 
it  is  advantageous  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  your  memorialist,  it  is 
not  less  so  to  your  Majesty  ;  so  that  an  end  may  be  put  at  once  to  his 
complaints  as  well  to  the  government  directly  as  through  the  courts 
of  justice,  in  which  courts  your  memorialist  might  find  redress,  and 
8ome  millions  of  rials  adjudicated  to  him  as  a  just  indemnification  for 
damages  sustained  in  his  mercantile  interests ;  but  by  the  proposed 
settlement  of  his  claims  all  the  business  is  at  once  concluded  and  ter- 
minated, and  nothing  is  so  just  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialist  as 
to  ascertain  the  actual  state  of  his  accounts  with  the  government  after 
so  many  deliveries  of  articles  on  his  side  and  deliveries  of  bills  or  or- 
ders for  the  amount  on  the  side  of  the  government,  and  failures  in 
payment  of  the  same  having  taken  place.  Therefore  your  memorial- 
ist prays  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  two  or  three  persons 
of  your  confidence,  and  with  full  powers  invested  in  them  as  your 
special  commissioners,  who  may  proceed  to  form  a  settlement  of  his 
claims  by  reuniting  all  the  documents  that  may  exist  in  the  royal 
treasury,  council  of  finance,  secretary's  offi.ce  of  the  same  department, 
office  of  the  intendant  of  Cadiz,  and  every  other  document  they  may 
think  necessary  to  call  for  ;  also  the  drafts  in  the  hands  of  your  peti- 
tioner ;  so  as  to  enable  them  to  form  a  liquidation  of  the  balance 
which  may  result  in  his  favor  for  all  his  claims  ;  and  when  this  shall 
be  done,  and  after  hearing  what  your  petitioner  may  have  to  say  and 
the  propositions  that  he  may  ofier,  they  may  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  your  Majesty  the  means  which  they  may  think  most  advanta- 
geous for  executing  the  payment  of  his  debt ;  a  favor  which  j^our  me- 
morialist hopes  to  receive  from  your  Majesty. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 
Mabid,  Jaimary  7,  1819. 


Second  memorial  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade, 

Madrid,  March  9,  1819. 

Sire  :  The  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  respectfully  shows  :  That  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary of  the  present  year,  he  solicited  from  your  Majesty  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  or  three  persons  of  your  Majesty's  confidence,  who  might 
settle  the  accounts  pending  between  your  petitioner  and  the  royal 
finance,  in  order  to  avoid  troubling  your  Majesty's  attention  so  often 
with  his  repeated  applications.  This  just  and  simple  measure,  adopted 
by  your  Majesty  on  many  former  occasions,  is  as  conformable  to  jus- 
tice as  analogous  to  your  Majesty's  interest ;  a  measure  accompanied 
with  no  expense  or  inconvenience,  and  the  best  calculated  for  putting 
an  end  to  all  demands.  Notwithstanding  the  petition  of  your  memo- 
rialist has  been  sent  to  the  minister  of  finance,  and  no  resolution  has 
been  passed  yet  on  the  subject,  there  it  remains  stopped  and  paralyzed. 
Your  memorialist,  sire,  cannot  discover  the  reason  of  this  procrasti- 
nation, because  if  it  has  been  thought  this  measure  has  an  advantage 
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in  favor  of  your  petitioner,  the  advantage  is  not  less  on  the  side 
of  your  Majesty's  finance.  Besides,  the  petitioner  has  not  demanded 
an  immediate  payment  of  what  may  be  the  balance  in  his  favor ;  nay, 
he  has  even  indicated  that  he  will  propose  such  means  of  extinguish- 
ing the  debt,  that,  if  adopted^  the  royal  finance  will  be  able  to  do  it 
without  any  immediate  disbursement  or  inconvenience.  If  the  inten- 
tions of  your  petitioner  were  to  injure  the  royal  finance^  his  demands 
deserve  to  be  disregarded  ;  but  the  frankness  with  which  he  expresses 
himself  contradicts  that  idea.  When  he  generously  exposed  his  own 
interest49  and  those  of  his  correspondents,  to  support  the  just  cause  of 
your  Majesty  and  of  the  whole  nation,  his  generous  views  could  not 
be  suspected,  and  the  same  influence  him  at  present.  Tour  memo- 
rialist could  have  had  his  account  liquidated  by  asking  your  Majesty 
the  payment  of  any  fixed  sum  ;  and  this  measure  which  could  have 
been  adopted  in  a  private  and  disguised  manner,  is  now  rejected  be- 
cause it  has  been  proposed  with  frankness  and  good  faith.  Therefore, 
your  memorialist  prays  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  resolve 
according  to  your  most  sovereign  pleasure  on  the  subject,  in  order 
that  losses  and  expenses  may  not  increase  with  such  delay.  This  he 
hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice  of  your  Majesty. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

• 

His  Majesty  appoints  the  commissionera. 

Royal  Palaob,  May  7,  1819. 

Under  this  dat«  I  communicate  to  the  secretary  of  state  the  follow- 
ing; order  of  his  Majesty  :  ^'  I  have  laid  before  the  King  our  lord  the 
official  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  the  26th  January  last,  accom- 
panying a  memorial  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
states  of  America,  supported  and  sent  to  the  department  under  your 
excellency's  charge,  by  the  the  minister  of  the  IJnited  States  near  his 
Majesty,  by  which  said  Richard  W.  Meade  solicits  the  appointment  of 
a  commission,  consisting  of  two  or  three  persons  of  the  confience  of 
his  Majesty,  who,  acting  as  spocial  commissioners,  and  invested  with 
full  powers,  should  proceed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  several  claims  of 
the  petitioner,  by  reuniting  all  the  documents  existing  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  royal  treasury,  the  council  of  finance,  and  office  of  the  in- 
tendant  of  Cadiz.  They  are  also  to  settle  the  compensation  to  which 
he  may  be  entitled,  for  his  losses  and  personal  sufferings,  about  which 
subjects  he  solicits  likewise  to  be  heara,  and  to  make  his  propositions 
thereupon  ;  submitting  afterwards  to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty 
the  report  which  they  may  think  proper  to  make.  His  Majesty  also 
has  taken  into  consideration  what  his  lordship  the  duke  president  of 
the  council  of  finance,  to  whom  the  petition  was  sent,  has  reported  on 
the  subject,  as  also  the  communication  of  your  excellency  to  me  in 
your  official  note  dated  the  1st  of  April  last ;  and  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  accede  to  the  petition  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  has 
appointed  at  the  same  time,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  said  presi- 
dent of  the  count -il  of  finance,  a  commission  consisting  of  Don  Bruno 
Vallarino,  minister  of  the  council  of  Indies,  Don  Jose  Yazques  Bal- 
lesteros^  of  the  council  of  finance,  fiscal  of  the  same,  the  Marquis  de 
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las  Horinazas,  senor  minister  of  the  comptroller  geDeral's  department, 
and  Don  Juan  Florin,  clerk  of  the  secretary's  office,  finance  depart- 
ment ;  who  are  charged  by  his  Majesty  with  the  settlement  of  all  the 
claims  and  compensations  that  may  result  from  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  them  for  this  purpoRe. 

''AH  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to.  communicate  to  you  for  your  in- 
formation and  government.     May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

''JOSE  DETMAS. 

Richard  W.  Mbadb,  Esq." 


Memorandum  of  autoa  and  other  documents  sent  io  the  junta  by  Mr. 

Richard  Meade, 

Memorandum  of  the  documents  which  his  excellency  the  minister 
of  finance  must  ask  for,  or  present  to  the  commissioners,  for  their 
information,  respecting  Bichard  Meade's  claims,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  they  stand. 

Autos,  or  documents  in  the  lawsuit  entered  by  his  excellency  the 
sub-delegate  of  the  revenue  at  Cadiz,  by  order  ot  the  treasurer  general, 
requiring  the  payment,  or  his  giving  security  for  the  amount,  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  reals,  for  so  much  overpaid  to  him,  as  the 
treasurer  pretends,  in  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  Vera 
Cruz,  which  was  protested  for  want  of  payment.  These  documents 
are  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  sub-delegate  of  th6  revenue,  at 
Cadiz. 

Autos,  or  documents  of  the  proceedings  in  the  said  case  in  the  coun- 
cil of  finance. 

Documents  belonging  to  the  same  business,  which  must  exist  in  the 
secretary's  office  of  finance  of  Spain  and  Indies. 

Autos,  or  documents  in  the  case  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  against  Vi- 
cente Beltran  de  Lis.  The  documents  of  this  case  must  be  at  present 
in  the  tribunal  of  appeals,  (Tribunal  de  Alzadas)  of  Cadiz  ;  but  as  it 
may  happen  that  this  tribunal  has  sent  them  back  to  the  tribunal  of 
commerce,  (Consulado,)  the  official  note  by  which  these  documents 
will  be  called  for,  must  be  directed  to  the  said  tribunal  of  appeals, 
with  this  clause,  viz.,  that  in  case  of  the  said  tribunals  having  sent 
back  the  documents  to  the  consulado,  the  order  for  their  delivery  must 
be  transmitted  by  the  said  supreme  tribunal  to  the  consulado,  for  the 
latter's  due  compliance  therewith. 

Documents  existing  in  the  secretary's  office  of  finance,  royal  treas- 
ury, and  office  of  the  captain  general  of  New  Castile,  at  Madrid,  re- 
lating to  said  demand  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  against  Vicente  Beltran 
de  Lie. 

Documents  existing  either  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  finance,  or  in 
the  general  treasury,  relating  to  a  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  against 
the  fate  junta  of  Cadiz.  The  business  of  this  junta  passed  to  the  de- 
partment of  finance,  when  the  same  was  extinguished. 

Autos,  or  documents  of  the  case  pending  in  the  supreme  council  of 
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war,  (Maodermot  t;^.  Meade,)  upon  the  validity  of  a  deposit  which 
the  royal  tribunal  of  commerce  (oonsulado)  ordered  Meade  to  exequte 
into  the  treasury  of  the  revenue  at  Cadiz.  In  consequence  of  this  suit, 
he,  Bichard  W.  Meade,  was  arrested,  and  kept  in  confinement  in  the 
castle  of  Santa  Catalina  for  upwards  of  two  years,  from  whence  he 
was  released  by  an  order  of  his  Maje&ty,  declaring  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  supreme  council  of  war  illegal  and  unjust ;  and  lately,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  petition  from  Bichard  W.  Meade,  supported  by  the  am- 
bassador of  the  United  States  of  America,  it  pleased  his  Majesty  to 
order  the  said  council  to  report  upon  the  compensation  due  for  damages 
and  injuries  claimed  by  the  petitioner.  This  is  one  of  the  principal 
points  oiFered  to  the  consideration  of  the  junta  for  its  settlement  and 
adjustment. 

Documents  existing  in  the  general  treasury,  and  in  the  treasury  of 
finance  at  Cadiz,  about  the  payment  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
thousand  and  thirty-seven  rials  vellon  and  eight  maravedis  to  Mr. 
James  Wardrop.  The  communication  made  by  the  treasurer  general 
respecting  this  payment  is  dated  November  24,  1814.  This  amount, 
by  a  writ  of  execution  of  the  intendant  of  Cadiz,  and  likewise  of  the 
tribunal  of  appeals  of  the  province  of  Cadiz,  was  ordered  to  be  paid 
unto  Bichard  W.  Meade,  on  account  of  which  he  received  a  small 
part,  the  balance  remaining  unpaid,  for  no  other  reason  than  the 
treasurer's  of  finance,  Don  Antonio  Alonzo,  pretending  that  he  had 
no  funds  wherewith  to  pay  said  credit,  notwithstanding  four  royal 
orders,  commanding  the  payment  of  this  amount  in  preference  to  any 
other  debt  due  by  the  treasury. 

Documents  existing:  in  the  secretary's  office,  finance  department, 
and  in  the  office  of  the  general  director  of  the  revenue,  relating  to  a 
contract  for  a  certain  quantity  of  tobacco,  concluded  on  the  10th  of 
August,  1815,  between  Bichard  W.  Meade  and  said  general  director 
of  the  revenue. 

Documents  relating  to  the  several  contracts  that  have  taken  place 
between  Bichard  W.  Meade  and  the  different  Administrations  of  Spain, 
from  December,  1809,  till  1814,  that  is,  from  the  time  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  junta  central  atSeville,  till  some  time  after  the  restitution  of 
his  Majesty  to  his  throne.  This  embraces  the  contractsconcluded  wiih 
the  intendant  of  Cadiz. 

Autos,  or  documents  of  a  case  pending  for  its  decision  in  the  supreme 
council  of  war,  Luis  Declovet,  claimant,  against  Bichard  W.  Meade, 
as  agent  for  John  Dickson,  in  which  the  former  sues  for  damages,  in 
consequence  of  his  Majesty's  having  annulled  a  contract  for  a  certain 
quantity  of  tobacco,  concluded  between  said  Declovet  and  the  royal 
finance. 

Autos,  or  documents  of  proceedings,  existing  in  the  supreme  coun- 
cil of  finance,  and  in  the  office  of  the  general  director  of  the  revenue, 
upon  the  recision  of  said  contract,  and  about  Declovet's  having  recov- 
ered from  his  Majesty,  the  damages  which  he  has  pretended  to  claim 
again  from  Meade. 
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Official  note  of  Mr,  Richard  W,  Meade  enclosing  the  preceding  docu- 
ments, 

Madrid,  May  15,  1819. 

Under  the  date  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  received  from  his  excellen- 
cy the  minister  of  finance,  a  copy  of  the  royal  order,  by  which  it  has 
pleased  his  Majesty  to  appoint  yonr  lordship's  ep^cial'commissioners, 
invested  with  fnll  powers  to  call  for  and  reunite  the  documents  existing 
in  several  departments  of  the  government,  in  order  to  proceed  to  a 
general  settlement  of  all  my  claims  against  the  Spanish  government ; 
also  to  fix  and  determine  what  compensation  may  be  due  to  me  for 
damages  and  personal  sufferings;  giving  me  a  full  hearing  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  on  the  propositions  which  I  may  have  to  offer,  and  on  which 
said  commissioners  are  to  report  to  his  Majesty.  In  compliance  with 
this  order,  it  is  indispensable  for  your  lordship  to  call  for,  or  for  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  finance  to  send  to  you,  all  the  autos  or  docu- 
ments of  proceedings  and  all  the  other  papers  and  documents  in  the 
adjoined*note  which  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  in  order  that 
your  lordships  may  proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  settle- 
ment mentioned  in  the  order  of  his  Majesty.  May  God  preserve  your 
lordships  many  years. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

To  their  lordships  Don  Bruno  Vallarino,  Minister  of  the  Tribunal  of 
Indiez  ;  Don  Joses  Vazquez  Yallesteros,  Fiscal  of  the  Royal  Finance; 
Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  Senior  Minister  Comptroller  General 
Office  ;  Don  Juan  Florin,  Clerk  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  Finance  De- 
partment. 


Official  note  from  the  commissioners  to  Mr.  Richard  Meade, 

Madrid,  May  18,  1819. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  settle  the  claims  pre- 
ferred by  you  upon  the  government,  of  which  appointment  you  have 
been  duly  informed,  have  determined,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions 
of  their  commission,  by  which  you  are  to  be  admitted  to  a  full  hearing 
on  said  claims,  and  on  the  propositions  that  you  may  offer,  that  you 
may  state  to  the  junta  anything  that  you  may  consider  proper  respect- 
ing said  points,  so  that  the  commissioners,  assisted  by  saia  statement 
and  the  documents  which  they  are  actually  engaged  in  collecting,  may 
report  to  his  Majesty  as  they  are  commanded  to  do.  I  inform  you  of 
the  determination  as  the  senior  minister  in  the  junta,  for  its  due  exe- 
cution.   May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 

Richard  W.  Mbade,  Esq. 
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Official  note  from  the  Commisaionera  to  Mr.  Richard  Meade. 

Madrid,  AuguatZlf  1819. 

The  junta,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  orders  they  have  received  to 
liquidate  your  claims,  have  determined  that  your  should  present  the 
original  documents  or  bills  in  such  of  your  claims  as  from  their  nature 
may  have  them,  for  which  they  will  grant  you  a  correspondent  re- 
ceipt; which  deter nlination  I  communicate  to  you  for  its  due  execu- 
tion, in  order  that  the  junta  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  with  that 
exactitude  which  the  business  requires.  May  Q-od  preserve  you  many 
years. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 
Richard  W.  Meade,  Esq. 


Mr,  Meade  sends  the  documents  to  the  Junta, 

Madrid,  September  1,*1819. 

In  reply  to  your  lordship's  official  note  dated  yesterday,  requesting 
me  to  pi  esent  the  original  documents  or  drafts  of  such  of  my  claims  as 
from  their  nature  may  have  them,  and  of  which  your  lordship  offers 
to  give  me  a  correspondent  receipt,  for  the  better  execution  of  the  set- 
tlement of  my  claims  in  which  the  junta  is  now  engaged^  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  you  the  following,  viz:  No.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  Please 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  for  my  satisfaction.  May  God  pre- 
serve your  lordship  many  years. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

His  lordship  Don  Bruno  Vallarino. 


The  President  of  the  Junta  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  documents, 

Madrid,  September  1,  1819. 

I  have  received  your  note  dated  the  1st  instant,  enclosing  the  origi- 
nal documents  relating  to  the  claims  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  containing 
as  follows :  No.  3  is  a  certificate  of  Don  Domingo  Gato,  comptroller 
of  the  city  of  Cueta,  acknowledging  the  supplies  of  breadstuff  made 
by  Beltran  de  Lis,  to  the  royal  navy,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1813, 
till  the  last  of  May,  1814,  the  amount  of  which,  together  with  forty- 
two  thousand  and  eighty  rials  for  former  supplies,  amount  to  one 
million  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventeen  rials  in  his  iavor.  No.  4  contains  a  certificate  by  the  mil- 
itary comptroller  of  the  royal  order,  dated  the  lYth  of  July,  by  which 
his  Majesty  ordered  no  payment  of  your  credits  to  be  made  until  you 
should  pay  over  to  the  royal  finance  the  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  rials  overpaid  to  you  in  the  draft  of  the  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  also  contains  an  exposition  of  your  agent, 
Duyer,  made  to  the  director  general  of  the  revenue,  soliciting  the 
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delivery  of  cerfcain  bills^  tbe  amount  of  a  balance  for  tobacco  deliv- 
ered  by  agent  in  1807  and  in  1808.  It  contains,  besides,  a  certificate 
given  by  the  treasurer  of  the  army  of  the  royal  order,  by  which  his 
Majesty  declares  that  you  are  are  comprehended  in  the  doss  of  foreign- 
ers respecting  the  payment  of  your  claims.  No.  6  is  a  receipt  signed 
by  the  general  treasurer  for  eighty  thousand  rials,  your  share  io  the 
loan  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  a  royal  order  of  March  5, 
1811.  No.  6  contains  a  certificate  from  the  comptroller's  office  of  the 
junta  of  provisions  (Junta  de  Abastos)  of  Ceuta,  by  which  the  bal- 
ance of  21,06*7  rials  and  twenty  maravedis,  appears  in  your  favor,  for 
flour  supplied  by  you  in  1806.  It  also  contains  a  petition  of  Don 
Cosme  Burlini,  demanding  in  your  behalf  from  the  municipality 
(Ayuntamiento)  of  said  city  the  payment  of  the  said  sum — which 
petition  had  no  effect.  Also,  it  contains  a  letter  from  Burlini  ^to  you, 
enclosing  both  documents.  In  No.  7,  there  is  a  statement  from  the 
comptroller's  office  of  the  late  supreme  junta  of  Cadiz,  by  which  a 
balance  appears  in  your  favor  amounting  to  fifty-one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  rials  and  seven  and  a  half  maravedis.  It 
also  contains  several  applications  made  by  you  to  the  provincial  junta, 
claiming  the  amount  of  deductions  made  by  said  junta,  and  to  which 
you  did  not  agree,  together  with  the  solemn  protest  entered  by  you 
against  said  deduction,  and  the  declaration  of  the  master  of  the  vessel 
that  carried  the  barley  to  the  Caflo,  (a  place  in  the  island  of  Leon,) 
which  vessel  was  lost  on  its  passage.  No.  8  is  a  receipt  of  Don  Fran- 
cisco Carbajal^  colonel  of  the  regiment  Provincial  de  Cordova,  for  ten 
thousand  rials  furnished  by  you  for  his  regiment  in  1807. 

I  will  lay  these  documents  before  the  junta  that  they  may  make  of 
them  the  use  they  may  think  most  proper. 

Aiay  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 

BicHARD  W.  Mbade,  Esq^ 


Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade  sends  another  document  to  the  Junta. 

BIadrtd,  September  9,  1819. 

In  consequence  of  the  verbal  conversation  I  had  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing this  morning  with  your  lordship,  I  enclose  you  the  original  doc- 
ument by  which  1  commenced  receiving  from  the  treasury  of  the  rev- 
enue at  Cadiz,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  rials,  out 
cf  a  larger  sum  which  the  treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom  had 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  Mr  James  Wardrop,  which  sum  1  had  to  receive  by 
an  agreement  concluded  before  the  royal  tribunal  of  Cadiz;  of  which 
the  treasurer  received  due  information  for  its  execution,  and  in  con- 
formity to  which  he  paid  two  sums  of  fifteen  thousand  rials  each  on 
the  20th  and  2l8t  of  February,  1815,  as  it  appear-;  by  the  note  added 
on  the  same  receipt  at  the  comptroller's  office.  These  were  the  only 
sums  I  was  able  to  recover,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  already  in  the 
official  notes  of  the  treasurer  of  revenue  and  royal  finance  at  Cadiz. 
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This  appears  more  extensively  io  my  petition  addressed  to  his  excel- 
lency the  minister  of  finance,  dated  November  4,  1817. 

Please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  original  document. 

May  God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 

RICHAED  W.  MEADE. 

His  lordship  Don  Bruno  Yallarino. 


The  President  receives  the  original  document. 

Madrid,  September  IS,  1819. 

.  I  have  received  your  note  dated  the  9th  instant,  inclosing  the  origi- 
nal document  respecting  the  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  rials 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop,  and  passed  to  the  credit  of 
the  American  nouses  that  you  represent  by  an  agreement ;  on  account 
of  which  the  treasury  of  Cadiz  paid  thirty  thousand  rials,  as  it  ap- 
pears by  the  note  added  to  the  receipt  at  the  comptroller's  office. 

May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Esq. 


Royal  order  respecting  the  report  of  the  Junta. 

RoTAL  Palace,  January  3,  1820. 
Under  the  date  I  write  to  the  general  treasurer  as  follows : 

*'  By  a  royal  jrder  dated  the  7th  of  May  last,  communicated  to  the 
minister  of  state,  and  sent  to  your  excellency  for  your  government, 
the  King,  our  lord,  was  pleased  to  appoint  a  commission  to  ascertain 
and  settle  the  claims  preferred  by  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  against  the  royal  finance.  In  compli- 
ance with  the  said  order,  the  commissioners  under  the  dates  of  ^^ep- 
tember  30,  and  November  15,  submitted  to  his  Majesty  their  report  on 
the  subject,  and  the  settlement  which  they  had  made  of  said  claims  ; 
and  having  laid  the  whole  before  his  Majesty,  he  has  been  pleased  to 
appreciate  the  pains  that  the  junta  have  taken  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  Majesty  cannot  help  observing 
that  there  is  wanting  in  the  report  the  ascertaining  of  the  dates  of 
many  payments  made  to  Meade^  and  this  being  an  essential  and  indis- 
pensable requisite  in  liquidating  accounts  ;  and  as  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  may  not  be  done,  when  the  public  offices,  in  which  the  pay- 
ments were  executed,  actually  exist ;  his  Majesty  has  determined  that 
the  whole  body  of  documents  shall  be  sent  to  your  excellency  in  order 
that  through  the  office  of  liquidation  of  supplies,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Meade,  a  settlement  may  be  made  with  all  exactitude  and 
despatch ;  subdivided  into  as  many  parts  as  there  have  been  contracts : 
that  at  the  bottom  of  each  of  these  the  delivery  of  the  articles,  dates 
of  said  delivery,  amount,  drafts  given  with  their  dates,  and  the  dates 
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of  each  payment,  without  omitting  to  mention  the  premiums  or  profits 
which  were  offered,  and  whether  they  have  been  paid  or  not ;  in  short, 
every  thing  that  may  contribute  to  fix  a  true  adjustment  and  settle^ 
ment  must  be  therein  expressed.  It  is  the  wish  of  his  Majesty  that 
the  personal  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  shall  not,  under  any  consideration , 
be  mixed  with  his  claims  as  an  agent  for  other  persons,  who^  perhaps, 
are  not  so  much  entitled  as  he  is  to  those  considerations  which  are 
due  to  him  for  the  important  seryioes  rendered  by  him. 

The  King  also  wishes  that  no  means  nor  fatigue  may  be  spared  in 
the  immediate  despatch  of  the  affair,  to  avoid  damages  and  losaeSi 
and  that  it  may  be  decided  according  to  strict  justice. 

I  make  this  communication  to  you  by  order  of  his  Majesty  for  your 
information  and  government* 

May  Gh>d  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

SALMON. 

Richard  W.  Mbadb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Meade  asks  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Junta  of  September  30,  and 

November  16,  and  his  documents^ 

Madrid,  January  15,  1820. 

By  an  official  note  of  his  excellency,  the  minister  of  finance,  I  am 
informed  that  your  lordships  have  siven  the  final  re;^ort  or  award  un« 
der  the  dates  of  September  30,  and  November  15,  in  conformity  ta 
the  special  commission  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  confer  oni 
you,  with  full  powers  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claims  preferred  by  me 
against  the  Spanish  government ;  and  that  his  MMesty  has  resolved 
that  the  whole  body  of  documents  shall  be  transmitted  to  his  exoel* 
cellency,  the  treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom,  for  ascertaining  the 
dates  of  some  payments  which  the  minister  of  finance  thinks  proper 
should  be  ascertained  ;  and  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  proceed 
with  the  correctness  which  the  business  requires,  and  to  know  the 
grounds  on  which  the  minister  founds  his  resolution.  It  is  necessary 
that  your  lordships  should  have  the  goodness  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the 
reports  of  September  30,  and  November  15,  for  my  own  government 
and  information.  I  have  also  to  beg  from  your  lordships  that  as  the 
commission  is  dissolved,  and  mv  documents  are  no  more  necessary^ 
you  may  be  so  kind  as  to  send  them  to  me,  for  which  I  will  give  the 
correspondent  receipt  as  your  lordships  did  with  me  when  you  called 
for  and  received  them. 

May  God  preserve  your  lordships  many  years. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

His  lordship  Don  Bruno  Yallarino. 

Bep.  C.  C.  226—— 27 
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The  King  orders  that  copies  of  the  reports  should  be  given  to  Richard 

W.  Meade. 

Royal  Palace,  February  9,  1820. 

I  write  under  this  date  to  the  treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom  as 
follows : 

y  Having  laid  before  the  Eine,  our  lord,  a  petition  made  through 
this  department  by  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  asking  copies  of  the  re- 
ports of  September  30,  and  November  15,  and  of  the  settlements  which 
accompanied  said  reports;  submitted  to  his  Majesty  by  the  junta  by 
him  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  his  accounts  and  claims  against 
the  royal  finance,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  resolve,  that  said 
copies  shall  be  given  to  him  by  the  treasurer  general,  to  whom  all  the 
documents  have  been  transmitted.  I  make  you  this  communication 
for  your  information  and  government  by  order  of  his  Majesty. 

May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

SALMON. 

RiCHABD  W.  MSABB. 


Beport  of  the  Junta^  September  30,  1819. 

Most  Excbllsbtt  Sia :  The  commission  named  by  royal  order  of  the 
7th  of  May  of  the  present  year,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  credits  and 
reclamations  of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Meade,  as  soon 
it  installed  itself,  collected  together  all  the  documents  which  it  possi- 
bly oould  relative  to  its  object,  and  examined  them  with  that  scrupu- 
lous attention  which  the  eonfidence  it  Lad  merited  from  his  Majesty 
exacted.  Fully  penetrated  with  the  nature  of  the  request  made  to 
his  Majesty  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  to  which  he  had  been  pleased  to  ac- 
cede by  the  aforesaid  royal  decree,  it  could  not  do  less  than,  first  of 
all,  establish  the  character  and  faculties  which  appertained  to  the 
commission  itself;  and  it  felt  persuaded  that  its  individuals  could  not 
be  considered  as  judges  to  decide  in  law,  because  on  that  principle  the 
reclamations  would  not  have  been  taken  out  of  the  tribunals ;  it 
therefore  believed  that  its  duties  were  those  of  referee  judges  and 
friendly  arbitrators,  as  they  are  styled  by  the  laws,  and  that  searching 
for  the  truth  with  that  good  faith  so  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
sovereign  who  named  them,  they  should  settle  the  business  in  a 
friendly  manner,  and  upon  these  principles  should  arbitrate  the  rights 
of  Mr.  Meade  and  those  of  the  government. 

As  the  greatest  part  of  tb^  transactions  submitted  to  their  exami- 
nation were  mercantile  operations  which  had  taken  place  under 
solemn  contracts  and  engagements,  this  was  a  further  motive  why 
they  viewed,  discussed,  and  decided  on  the  reclamations  in  a  mercan- 
tile manner,  and  on  the  principles  before  stated  of  ascertaining  the 
truth  and  being  governed  by  good  faith;  consequently,  they  laid 
aside  everything  that  was  opposed  to  these  principles  as  indecorous  to 
the  dignity  of  a  just  monarch,  in  whom  justice  shines  as  one  of  his 
brighert  ornaments.    If  the  junta  should  have  acted  erroneously,  it 
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hopes  that  its  conduct  will  be  viewed  with  indulgence  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  its  only  motives  were,  that  the  unalterable  rec^ 
titude  of  his  Majesty  should  be  made  to  appei^r  with  its  due  splendor. 
The  junta  heard  Mr.  Meade  as  it  was  commanded,  and  he  presented 
to  it  ah  exposition  which  is  hereunto-annexed,  marked  No.  1,  as  also . 
a  statement  of  his  reclamations,  No.  2 ;  he  expressing  verbally  to  the 
junta  that  bis  desires  were  to  have  his  claims  settled  in  order  to  claim 
the  amount  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  case  that  the 
treaty  pending-  between  the  two  nations  should  be  ratified ;  on  the 
contrary  case,  he  would  propose  to  his  Majesty  to  receive  the  amount 
in  lands  or  in  some  other  way  in  America  ;  being  persuaded,  as  he 
was,  of  the  impossibility  of  his  being  paid  here  on  account  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  finances  of  the  nation  ;  that  in  makine  this  exposition, 
he  was  influenced  by  the  same  generous  and  frank  dispositions  by 
which  he  has  been  animated  during  the  glorious  times  of  the  revolu- 
tion. When  the  junta  takes  into  consideration  the  enormous  amount 
furnished  by  Mr.  Meade  in  provisions  to  the  central  junta,  and  gov- 
ernments posterior  thereto,  in  those  moments  when  they  seemed  as  if 
about  to  disappear,  thus  identifying  his  own  ruin  with  that  of  a  na- 
tion to  which  he  did  not  belong,  it  cannot  do  less  in  common  justice 
than  admire  and  be  surprised  at  such  liberal  and  generous  conduct, 
and  at  the  same  time  deeply  regret  that  his  only  recompense  has  been 
that  of  being  involved  in  difficulties  and  finally  ruined,  not  by  the 
armies  of  the  usurper,  but  by  those  very  persons  who,  profiting  of  the 
benefits  obtained  through  these  very  resources  the  means  of  resisting 
the  invasion  and  of  restoring  his  Majesty  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors. 

In  the  plan  No.  2,  Meade  reduces  his  claims  to  twelve ;  and  separ- 
ately he  claims  under  tBe  No.  3  two  more  belonging  to  some  Ameri- 
can citizens  whose  agent  he  is — making  altogether  fourteen.  Out  of 
these,  the  first,  third,  fourth  fifth,  sixth,  seventh^  eighth,  thirteenth, 
and  fourteenth,  are  for  sums  actually  due  to  him,  which  he  claims 
with  interest.  The  original  documents  of  each  of  these  hav^  been 
presented  by  Mr.  Meade  to  the  junta,  and  they  have  been  returned. 
Nos.  2,  9,  10,  11,  12,  are  claims  for  damages  which  be  likewise  de- 
mands. 

The  junta,  after  having  analyzed  and  ascertained  each  of  the  claims 
separately,  have  determined  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  due  to  each  of 
them,  which  they  proceed  to  demonstrate  in  their  respective  order. 

By  a  contract  concluded  between  Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade  and  Messrs. 
Don  Victor  Soret,  Don  Miguel  Lobo,  and  Don  Yldefonse  Buiz  del 
Bio,  in  the  name  of  the  government,  the  former  was  bound  to  deliver 
a  Mrtain  quantity  of  provisions  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  which 

Erovisions  he  deliverea ;  and  for  the  amount  of  the  same,  say  two 
andred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  he  agreed  to  receive  it  at 
Yera  Cruz.  He  was  also  to  be  allowed  a  premium  on  the  same  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  for  the  difference  in  thi^  exchange,  delays,  and  ex- 
penses. There  was  also  an  express  condition  in  the  contract,  that  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  export  said  amount  out  of  the  dominions  of 
his  Majesty  free  of  duties  and  in  a  foreign  vessel,  which  he  was  to 
be  permitted  to  send  for  this  purpose.     Drafts  for  three  hundred 
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thoasand  bard  dollars  at  thirty  days  sight  upon  the  treasury  of  Vera 
KjTVlz  were  acoordingly  delivered  to  him,  and  he,  through  an  ageut, 
presented  them  at  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  were  not  paid  when  due. 
After  many  petitions  and  representations  made  to  the  viceroy,  he  only 
obtained  the  payment  of  filty  thoasand  dollars  in  tobacco,  with  an 
overcharge  of  ten  per  cent.  This  agent  remained  one  year  in  America, 
and  after  he  had  lost  all  hopes  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  the  re- 
mainder, say  five  millions  of  reals,  he  returned  to  Spain,  where,  hav- 
ing presented  the  drafts  in  December,  1813,  the  government  ordered 
them  to  be  paid  ;  and  accordingly  he  received  in  January^  1814,  three 
millions  of  rials,  two  of  which  were  paid  in  bills  upon  several  trea- 
suries, which  he  did  not  collect  till  the  years  1815,  1816,  and  1817, 
and  this  not  without  considerable  loss  and  under  a  security,  which  he 
was  obliged  to  give  of  refunding  in  case  it  would  appear  that  any 
further  payment  had  been  made  to  him  in  America  posterior  to  the 
protest  of  the  draft. 

Meade  claims  certain  sums  for  the  default  of  payment,  delays  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  damages,  which  arose  from  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tract ;  and  the  government  on  its  side  demands  from  him  the  fifteen 
per  cent,  which  they  credited  to  him  on  the  bills,  amounting  to  seven 
nundred  and  fifty  thousand  rials ;  alleging  that  this  premium  being 
allowed  for  the  difference  in  the  exchange  between  Spain  and  America, 
and  the  payment  having  taken  place  here,  the  holder  of  the  former 
bill  ought  to  pay  back  said  premium.  The  government  also  asks  him 
to  present  the  first  of  said  drafts.  Upon  these  two  points  there  is  a 
suit  pending  in  the  council  of  finance. 

The  junta,  comparing  at  once  the  demand  of  the  government  with 
the  sum  of  Mr.  Meade's'  reclamation,  thought  it  necessary  to  settle 
first  the  mercantile  question  which  presented  itself,  which  is,  whether 
the  difference  of  the  exchange  after  the  bill  has  been  protested  most 
be  credited  to  the  holder  of  said  bill ;  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same, 
whether  the  drawer  of  a  bill  which  has  been  protested  is  obliged  to 
pay  the  whole  amount  written  on  the  bill,  or  whether  he  has  a  right 
to  make  a  deduction  from  the  value  which  the  bill  contains.  The  ex- 
change is  the  price  of  the  contract,  calculated  to  pay  for  delays,  dam- 
ages, &c.,  and  this,  according  to  mercantile  practice,  belongs  to  the 
holder  of  the  bill.  '  Thus,  if  the  bill  is  protested,  and  a  demand  is 
entered  against  the  drawer ,  the  holder  of  the  bill-  recovers  the- whole 
amount  expressed  thereon  ;  and  this  practice  is  just  and  reasonablOi 
because^  while  the  holder  of  the  bill  has  been  deprived  of  his  funds, 
and  sustaining  damages  for  the  Want  of  that  sum  in  a  place  where  he 
had  calculated  to  make  his  expeditions,  which  he  saw  frustrated  for 
the  want  of  funds  oti  which  he  depended^  the  drawer  was  using  and 
profiting  by  the  money  of  the  holder.  According  to  these  prindplee 
various  cases  have  been  decided  in  law  by  the  tribunal  of  the  consulado 
of  Cadiz ;  because  there  has  never  been  a  doubt  of  this  principle 
adopted  with  regard  to  bills  of  exchange. 

Another  mercantile  question  arises  from  the  first,  viz :  whether  the 
holder  of  the  bill,  who  is  credited  with  the  premium  of  the  exchange, 
has  a  right  to  claim  damages,  or  whether  all  that  he  can  claim  is 
included  in  the  premium  of  the  bill  ?    The  consular  ordinanoe  says 
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that  he  is  entitled  to  claim  the  value  of  the  hill,  exchanges,  re-ez- 
changes,  protest,  &c.  But  as  in  the  present  case  the  value  of  the  ^ 
exchange  and  re-exchan^e  was  comprehended  in  the  bill,  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  he  has  no  right  to  claim  any  more  damages  on  account 
of  the  protest ;  and  the  junta,  guided  by  these  principles,  think  that 
this  demand  must  be  superseded,  and  the  sequestration  laid  on  the 
credits  of  Mr.  Meade  taken  off.  It  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  junta 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  oblige  Mr.  Meade  to  the  exhibition  of  the 
first  bill  of  exchange ;  because  by  the  L.  20,  tit.  28,  B.  8  of  the 
Beocopilacion  of  India,  the  original  or  first  bills  are  to  remain  in  the 
comptroller's  office,  which  agrees  with  the  laws  of  Spain.  Therefore 
the  original  or  first  bill  which  commenced  to  be  paid  in  America  was 
to  remain  there,  and  the  testimony  presented  before  the  court  is  suffi- 
cient to  prove  that  he  only  received,  on  account,  the  fifty  thousand 
dollars  above  mentioned  ;  and,  of  course,  the  securities  given  by  Mr. 
Meade  for  receiving  the  five  millions  of  reals  in  1814  must  be  Can- 
celled. The  junta  also  think  that  he  has  no  right  to  claim  on  ac- 
count of  the  protest  any  other  charges  nor  exchange,  except  interest 
for  the  delay,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  which  is  the  mercantile 
premium  allowed  by  courts  of  justice,  to  count  from  the  time  of  the 
presentation  of  the  protest  at  Cadiz  till  he  was  paid.  The  junta  find 
the  amount  of  this  to  be  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  one  rials  and  twenty-one  maravedis  rellon. 

By  another  contract  concluded  by  Mr.  Meade  and  the  government 
under  guarantee  of  Don  Vicente  Beltran  de  Lis  for  a  quantity  of  pro- 
visions, it  appears  that  these  provisions  were  duly  delivered,  but  not 
paid  for,  either  by  the  government  or  by  Beltran  de  Lis.  Mr.  Meade 
entered  an  action  against  the  latter  as  guarantee  for  the  government ; 
and  after  several  agreements,  and  after  stipulating  for  the  payment 
with  the  premium  of  ten  per  cent.,  Beltran  has  not  complied  with 
any  of  said  engagements.  Mr.  Meade  has  gained  against  him  writs 
of  execution  in  the  tribunals  of  commerce,  and  he  has  only  received 
a  draft  upon  the  treasury  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand 
fiix  hundred  and  eight  rials  and  seventeen  maravedis.  The  amount  of 
this  bill,  in  the  opinion  of  the  junta,  must  be  paid  to  Mr.  Meade  ; 
and  also  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  rials  and  thirteen  maravedis  vellon,  amount  of  the  net 
balance  in  his  favor  in  his  account  with  Beltran  ;  and  the  treasury 
will  deduct  this  amount  from  the  accounts  with  Beltran  for  various 
contracts  he  has  pending  with  it.  The  royal  finance,  who  received 
and  was  benefited  by  the  provisions,  ought  in  good  faith  to  pay  for 
them.  ^  If  it  has  paid  for  said  provisions  in  its  accounts  with  Beltran, 
this  being  reimbursed,  it  is  not  just  that  he  may  profit  by  it  at  the 
expense  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  under  the  pretext  of  his  contract- 
accounts  he  may  omit  making  a  payment  which  he  was  condemned  to 
make  by  a  writ  of  execution ;  and  if  the  royal  finance  has  not  paid 
for  the  same,  it  is  an  obligation  of  justice  to  fulfil  so  just  an  engage- 
ment ;  and  in  cither  of  these  two  cases  it  must  settle  with  Beltran.. 
The  amount  of  this  claim  is  one  million  fifty-four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  rials  and  thirty  and  a  half  maravedis  vellon. 

The  claim  for  balance  proceeding  from  tobacco  delivered  to  the  man- 
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nfactory  of  Seville  in  180T  and  in  1808  is  certain  and  just,  as  fally 
ascertained  by  the  jnnta,  and  as  sach  must  be  admitted  and  its  amount 
credited  to  Mr.  Meade.  As  to  the  premiums  for  the  same,  the  junta 
thinks  he  must  not  recover  more  than  six  per  cent,  for  the  delays  in 
the  payment,  considering  the  mercantile  nature  of  these  contracts, 
according  to  which  whenever  a  sum  is  due  and  not  paid  at  the  time 
stipulated  the  payment  thereof,  with  its  fruits,  must  be  recovered  by 
the  law  in  any  court  of  justice,  which  fruits,  in  money,  are  the  inter- 
est. Under  these  principles  this  claim  is  adjusted,  and  amounts  to 
two  hundred  and  ninety -three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two 
rials  and  seventeen  maravedis  vellon. 

There  is  also  among  these  claims  one  for  the  amount  of  a  draft  for 
eighty  thousand  rials,  proceeding.from  a  loan  to  the  government  at 
Oadiz  in  1811,  which  was  to  be  paid  at  a  fixed  time  specified,  and  as 
the  same  has  not  been  paid«  it  is  but  just  that  it  should  be  satisfied 
with  a  mercantile  interest  of  six  per  cent.  The  whole  amounts  to 
one  bundle:!  and  nineteen  thousand  two  hundred  rials  vellon. 

it  is  also  jast  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  the  flour  delivered  by  him 
to  the  garrison  of  Ceuta,  as  it  appears  by  the  documents  before  the 
junta  ;  and  he  is  also  entitled,  according  to  the  principles  stated  be- 
fore, to  a  mercantile  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  considering  this  busi- 
ness as  a  mercantile  transaction.  The  amount  thus  settled  is  thirty- 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  rials  and  twenty  mamve- 
dis  vellon. 

Meade  has  presented  an  original  account  of  the  late  junta  of  Cadiz 
in  the  year  1800,  and  he  claims  damages  for  several  entries  omitted 
to  his  credit,  for  which  the  junta  ought  to  have  given  him  credit ;  and 
after  having  analyzed  and  considered  the  justice  of  this  claim  the 
junta  thinks  that  Mr.  Meade  has  a  right  to  claim  and  must  be  paid 
for  the  barley  that  was  cast  away,  which  amounts  to  twenty-eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  rials.  The  practice  being  to  sell  in  the  bay, 
that  is  on  board,  and  there  being  at  that  time  a  known  risk  in  the 
transportation  of  the  article  to  the  island  Leon,  the  Cafio  del  Troca- 
dero  and  its  forts,  St,  Luis  and  Matagorda,  being  occupied  by  the 
French  troops,  it  appears  impossible  that  he  would  sell  at  the  market 
price,  as  he  did,  having  to  run  a  risk  as  certain  as  unprofitable. 

With  regard  to  the  dednction  for  loss  of  weight  in  the  rice,  the  junta 
thinks  also  that  he  is  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the  amount  of  the  six  hundred 
quintals  (cwt.)  because  this  having  taken  place  over  one  year  after  the 
article  was  sold,  and  having  remained  in  the  stores  on  account  of  the 
purchaser,  and  it  being  well  known  that  this  article  is  subject  to  decay 
and  becoming  pulverized,  this  detriment  which  happened  in  the  course 
of  so  long  a  time  must  not  be  suffered  by  any  one  but  by  its  owner, 
and  the  junta  must  be  considered  as  such  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
from  the  motadent  that  they  bought  it ;  and  it  would  be  very  strange 
that  the  said  detriment  should  be  borne  by  any  other  except  by  the 
owner  of  the  thing,  and  that  a  person  strange  to  it,  because  we  must 
consider  the  seller  as  such,  would  be  obliged  to  suffer  for  a  thing 
which  is  not  his  own.  The  expenses  of  storage  must  be  credited  to 
him «  It  is  a  common  practice  that  the  owner  of  the  article  should  pay 
it,  and  it  would  be  injurious  and  unjust  if  this  was  not  the  case,  be- 
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caase  the  seller  would  be  obliged  to  make  a  disbursement  which  he 
neither  had  calculated  on  nor  stipulated  to  bear  in  the  price  of  the  sale ; 
because  for  the  seller  to  be  obliged  to  pay  for  storage  of  the  article 
which  he  sold,  it  would  be  necessary  that  his  contract  should  have 
expressly  so  stipulated,  the  common  rule  being  contrary  in  this  case. 
Also,  he  must  be  credited  for  expenses  at  the  health  office,  because  by 
a  document  presented  by  Mr.  Meade  to  which  full  faith  is  due,  not 
beine  attempted  to  be  disputed  by  any  person,  it  appears  that  it  was 
stipulated  so.  As  to  other  grievances  and  damages  claimed  under 
this  head,  the  junta  thinks  he  has  no  right  to  recover  the  amount 
which  he  demands  as  compensation.  Neither  is  he  entitled  to  the 
premiums,  because  having  considered  the  crediting  of  interest  upon 
mercantile  principles  as  due  for  the  non-payment  of  a  liquidated 
sum,  at  the  stipulated  time,  the  junta  cannot  grant  the  same 
on  sums  unliquidated  unless  it  is  so  agreed ;  it  being  an  element- 
ary principle  that  where  there  is  no  liquidated  sum  there  can  be 
no  interest ;  and  the  junta  calculating  the  amount  of  thosQ  sums  which, 
in  their  opinion,  he  has  a  right  to  be.  credited  with,  find  them  to  be 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  twenty-two  rials  and  two  mar- 
avedis  vellon. 

He  is  also  entitled  to  the  recovery  of  the  ten  thousand  rials  given 
to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  provincial  de  Cordova  for  the  equipping 
«nd  subsistence  of  the  regiment  under  his  command,  and  also  to  the 
interest  thereon  of  six  per  cent.,  to  count  not  from  November  the 
16th,  1807,  the  day  on  which  said  sum  was  lent,  but  six  months  from 
that  date,  because  this  is  a  prudent  time  for  its  payment ;  and  said 
sum  not  having  been  paid  then,  the  delay  commenced  to  be  on  the  ac- 
count and  risk  of  the  borrower,  and  Mr,  Meade  must  not  by  any 
means  be  the  sufferer.  This  document  must  be  sent  to  the  treasurer, 
that  he  may  charge  the  amount  to  the  regiment.  The  amount  of  this 
claim  is  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  rials  and 
eleven  maravedis  vellon. 

Meade,  as  agent  for  John  Dickson,  claims  a  sum  of  one  million  five 
hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  reals,  amount  of 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen  quintals  (cwt.^  and  twen- 
ty-five pounds  of  tobacco,  which  he  delivered  to  the  royal  finance,  in 
consequence  of  a  contract  with  it.  It  is  true  that  said  royal  finanse 
retains  the  sura  on  account  of  a  lawsuit  pending  in  court  between 
said  Dickson  and  Don  Juan  Bautista  Declovet ;  but  as  the  result  of 
this  suit  is  certain,  inasmuch  as  whether  Dickson  gain  or  lose  the  suit, 
the  amount  must  be  paid  to  him,  deducting  only  the  damages  in  case 
the  tribunal  of  war  would  condemn  him  to  pay  them,  it  appears  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  retain  the  sum  above  mentioned,  provided  Dick- 
son gives  a  security  to  stand  the  result  of  the  suit.  The  royal  finance 
contracted  with  Meade,  it  received  a  great  benefit  by  it,  inasmuch  as 
it  paid  twenty-two  dollars  a  quintal  (cwt.)  for  which  it  would  other- 
wise have  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  per  quintal.  Besides,  by  credit- 
ing Meade  with  this  amount,  the  royal  finance  is  discharged  at  once  of 
this  payment,  forming  a  body  with  the  whole  of  the  claims,  to  be  re- 
ceived in  the  manner  already  indicated.  But  tiie  junta  think  there  is 
no  room  to  claim  interest  in  the  present  case,  because  the  royal  finance 
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Tetains  as  one  deposit  a  Bum  disputed,  till  the  decision  of  the  court  on 
the  lawsuit  of  Declovet. 

For  this  reason  the  amount  of  this  claim  is  one  million  five  hun- 
dred and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  rials. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  for  several  American  houses  which  he  re- 
presents, stands  in  the  same  case.  These  American  houses  were  own- 
ers of  flour  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop,  who  was  ordered  to  he 
Said  for  it  and  received  a  drafb.  Wardrop  having  passed  over  to 
[eade  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  rials  as  belonging  to  said 
houses,  the  junta  think  there  is  no  objection  against  crediting  this  to 
Meade  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  think  it  is  but  just.  The  amount  being 
settled  and  admitted,  inasmuch  as  the  draft  for  the  payment  was  de- 
livered^ this  claim  is  entitled  to  interest  because  the  amount  is  liqui- 
dated, and,  with  said  interest,  the  whole  amounts  to  eight  hundred 
and  ibrty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  seven  rials  and  four 
znaravedis  vellon. 

The  junta  after  having  given  their  opinion  about  the  claims  for 
sums  ascertained,  which  they  have  adjusted^  as  it  appears  by  the  state- 
ment No.  4,  which  they  hereby  accompany,  they  proceed  to  analyze 
those  claims  which  belong  to  the  second  class,  according  to  the  divi- 
sion which  was  made  of  all  the  claims.  These  are  the  claims  for  com- 
pensation of  damages  and  grievances  suffered  by  Meade.  The  junta 
are  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  analyzing  them  in  terms  of  rigorous 
justice,  not  even  by  approximation  ;  because  they  might  amount  to  an 
immense  sum  ;  but  they  will  give  their  opinion,  founded  upon  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  justice,  after  having  examined  and  weighed  the 
merits  of  said  claims  they  have  to  decide  upon. 

The  junta  has  examined  the  multitude  of  contracts  made  with  the 
royal  department  of  finance^  and  has  remained  convinced  of  the  exact 
and  religious  compliance  with  all  of  them  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Meade^ 
and  of  the  delays,  difficulties  and  repeated  orders  for  payment  on  that 
of  the  government.  The  enormous  mass  of  millions  which  they 
amount  to,  clearly  shows  that  the  capital  invested  could  not  belong 
to  Mr.  Meade  alone,  but  to  many  other  persons,  capitalists,  whe 
placed  in  his  hands  their  property  invested  in  provisions.  These  per- 
sons will  in  all  probability  have  drawn  for  the  same  at  certain  pe- 
riods, as  is  the  practice  in  commerce,  and  Mr.  Meade,  in  order  to  meet 
these  payments,  the  government  failing  to  pay  him,  and  upon  which 
payment  he  would  naturally  have  counted,  in  order  to  be  able  to  sa- 
tisfy his  principals  must  necessarily  have  been  compelled  to  seek  money 
on  interest,  suffering  this  loss  and  others  which  must  have  increased 
in  proportion  as  the  payments  due  to  him  were  retarded.  It  is  on  this 
principle  of  justice  that  Mr.  Meade  claims  a  remuneration  for  the 
many  losses  which  he  experienced  on  this  account.  He  performed  a 
most  signal  service  to  the  nation  ;  he  experienced  positive  and  known 
injuries  ;  the  royal  department  of  finance  having  failed  to  pay  him  at 
the  periods  stipulated ;  and  if  the  junta,  convinced  that  he  ought  to 
receive  considerable  sums  on  this  account,  does  not  fix  the  exact 
amount,  it  cannot  do  less  than  recommend  to  the  equity  and  justice  of 
his  Majesty  the  payment  of  two-thirds,  one-half,  or  whatever  other 
proportion  his  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  grant  of  the  amount  claim* 
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ed,  Mr.  Meade  having  fully  established  by  his  exfloaitions  and  by  the 
very  documents  remitted  by  the  department  of  finance,  the  measnres 
which  he  was  obliged  to  adopt  and  the  great  injuries  which  he  suffer- 
ed in  the  business,  having  been  obliged  to  make  enormous  sacrifices 
to  support  his  credit. 

By  the  claim  No.  2,  he  claims  the  freights,  demurrage,  expenses, 
interests,  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  want  of  payment  of  the  bill 
of  exchange  abovementioned  of  three  hundred  thousand  hard  dollars 
upon  Vera  Cruz,  mentioned  by  the  junta  in  the  claim  No.  1 ;  but  as 
they  think  proper,  upon  the  principles  which  they  adopted,  not  to 
grant  to  this  claim  further  credit  than  that  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  pre- 
mium which  he  received  on  the  bill,  considering  everything  compre- 
hended in  it,  and  viewing  the  freights  as  an  expense  to  be  borne  by 
him  as  well  as  the  demurrage,  the  latter  being  voluntary,  since  he 
ought  to  have  returned  to  Spain  as  soon  as  the  bills  were  protested. 

For  this  reason,  the  only  point  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is  that 
of  damages  which  Mr.  Meade  makes  amount  to  a  million  of  rials,  be- 
sides the  above  charges. 

The  junta  are  convinced  that  he  met  with  serious  losses,  because  the 
contract  contained  amonest  other  conditions  that  of  the  exportation  of 
the  amount  of  the  order  la  specie  free  of  duties  and  in  a  foreign  ves- 
sel, under  which  expectation,  and  in  consideration  of  the  advantages 
that  he  could  derive  from  this  negotiation,  he  made  a  considerable  de- 
duction in  the  cash  price  of  the  provisions  which  he  sold.  There  was 
a  reAl  benefit  on  the  side  of  the  royal  finance  on  aocount  of  the  mod- 
erate prices  of  the  sale ;  but  on  Mr.  Meade's  side  there  were  only  losses 
for  the  want  of  fulfilment  of  the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  royal 
finance.  These  reasons,  and  the  good  faith  which  serves  as  the  basis 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  junta,  induced  them  to  consider  this  claim 
as  founded  upon  equity  in  this  respect ;  and  they  submit  to  the  consb- 
deration  of  his  Majesty  to  credit  him  the  two-thirds  or  one-half  as  his 
Majesty  may  think  proper. 

If  in  the  foregoing  reclamations  the  junta  considers  in  equity  cer- 
tain sums  due  to  Mr.  Meade  as  proposed  in  the  twelfth  reclamation, 
it  conceives  the  same  as  due  eqimlly  in  rigorous  justice.  The  junta  is 
of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  lay  aside  everything  relative  to  the  suit 
earned  on  in  the  council  of  war  and  confine  itself  to  the  documents  re- 
ceived from  the  department  of  finance  and  the  royal  orders  marked 
No.  6.  The  former  ^ives  a  correct  and  just  idea  and  a  positive  proof 
Off  the  erroneous  motive  for  having  decreed  the  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Meade,  which  was  to  avoid  acknowledging  a  debt  of  his  Majesty,  cer- 
tain, legitimate,  and  fully  authenticated ;  thus  sealing  by  this  sen- 
tence the  discredit  and  dishonor  of  his  Majesty  himself,  who  has  de- 
dared  the  imprisonment  illegal  which  Mr.  Meade  suffered  for  the 
space  of  two  years,  and  with  which  his  credit  disappeared,  he  having 
abandoned  his  correspondents  and  lost  his  mercantile  reputation,  su^ 
ferin^  besides  the  loss  of  his  liberty.  What  compensation  could  be 
sufficient  for  injuries  of  so  great  a  magnitude  ?  The  justice  and  piety 
4jf  his  Majesty  cannot  but  be  deeply  interested  in  repairing  the  evils  of 
which  Mr.  Meade  has  been  the  victim,  in  consequence  of  the  laws 
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having  been  trampled  upon,  he  having  saffered  in  direct  opposition 
to  them. 

The  iuntai  in  giving  their  opinion  on  this  point,  always  gnided  by 
principles  of  truth,  consider,  taking  in^o  view  the  opulence  and  exten- 
sive commercial  relations  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Meade,  that  he  ought  to 
be  credited,  if  not  the  whole,  at  least  the  three-fourth  part  of  the  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  which  he  claims  for  damages. 

The  claims  for  damages  contained  in  numbers  2,  9,  10,  11, 12, 
amount,  according  to  Mr.  Meade's  memorandum.  No.  2,  toeight  millions 
and  a  half  of  rials;  but  the  junta,  by  way  of  approixmation,  and  always 
submitting  their  opinion  to  his  Majesty,  reduce  the  amount  to  two 
thirds  of  what  he  asks.  To  explain  the  same  with  more  clearness  and 
distinction,  they  subjoin  herewith  a  plan  marked  No.  6. 

A  single  glance  at  all  and  each  of  Mr.  Meade's  contracts  with  the 
government,  proves  the  disinterestedness  of  his  proceedings  and  the 
enthusiasm  which  animated  him  in  favor  of  our  just  cause,  in  which 
he  co-operated  so  efficaciously,  and  this  in  moments  of  the  greatest 
distress  and  in  those  critical  circumstances,  when  the  army  was  perish- 
ing. The  sundry  documents  presented  by  him,  which  are  annexed  to 
the  number  of  seven,  prove  the  high  charaeter  and  opinion  which  he 
enjoyed.  These  services,  the  principles  of  truth  and  good  faith  adopted 
— the  nature  of  the  commission  itself— the  nature  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness received  and  reputed  as  a  State  affair,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  having  interfered  therein — ^the  consideration  which  the 
diplomatic  notes  passed  on  the  subject  have  merited  from  his  Majesty, 
all  united  have  formed  the  basis  on  which  the  junta  has  established 
its  opinion  respecting  the  various  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments, as  referees — and,  on  the  principles  of  truth  and  good  faith, 
separating  from  itself  those  subtleties,  which,  unfortunately,  are  too 
frequently  adopted  to  make  truth  itself  a  subject  of  litigation. 

That  Mr.  Meade  has  facilitated  to  the  government  more  than  fifty 
millions,  in  sundry  contracts  of  provisions  for  the  army,  at  a  period 
when  no  one  else  did,  or  could  do  it,  and  when  the  very  existence  of 
the  government  was  the  most  precarious,  is  clearly  demonstrated  by 
the  documents  of  the  department  of  finance;  and  by  the  same  it  is 
equally  proved  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  contracts  were  not  com- 
plied with,  except  after  great  delays  and  detentions  and  losses  in  the 
mode  of  payment.      From  this  simple  demonstration  proceeds  the 

Srinciple  of  good  faith,  which  demands  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
amages,  which  a  conduct  of  this  kind  has  brought  upon  Mr.  Meade, 
and  this  has  been  the  guide  of  the  junta  in  proposing  to  his  Majesty  its 
opinion  in  thetwoclasses  of  reclamations  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Meade. 
If  the  junta  should  have  erred,  it  repeats  what  it  stated  in  the  com- 
mencement, and  that  is,  that  in  this  diplomatic  dispute  they  have 
only  had  in  view  the  unalterable  rectitude  of  his  Majesty,  who  may 
finally  determine  on  what  he  may  consider  most  just.  May  Qod  pre- 
serve your  excellency  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 

JOSE  VAZQUEZ  BALLESTEROS.  . 

JUAN  FLORIN. 

His  Excellency  the  Ministeb  07  Finakcb. 
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Soyal  Order y  dated  January  3,  1820^  ordered  to  he  inserted  after  the 
.  report  of  the  Junta  by  the  royal  order  of  March  the  ^th  of  the  same 
year. 

BoTAL  Palacb,  January  3,  1820. 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  By  a  royal  order,  dated  *lih,  of  May  of  the  last 
year  j  communicated  to  the  minister  of  state,  and  sent  to  your  excel- 
lencj  for  your  own  government,  the  King,  our  lord,  was  pleased  to 
appoint  ajunta  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  claims  preferred  hy  Mr. 
Bichard  W .  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  against 
the  royal  finance ;  in  compliance  with  the  said  order  the  commis- 
sioners^ under  the  dates  of  September  the  30th,  and  November  the 
15th,  submitted  to  his  Majesty  their  report  on  the  subject,  and  the 
settlement  which  they  have  made  upon  the  said  claims ;  and  having 
laid  the  whole  before  his  Majesty,  he  has  been  pleased  to  appreciate 
the  pains  that  the  junta  has  taken,  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  his  Majesty  cannot  help  observing  that  there  is 
wanting  in  the  report  the  ascertaining  of  the  dates  of  many  payments 
made  to  Mr.  Meade  ;  and  this  being  an  essential  and  indispensable 
requisite^n  liquidating  accounts,  and  as  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
may  not  be  done,  when  the  public  offices  in  which  the  payments  were 
executed  exist,  his  Majesty  has  determined  that  the  whole  body  of 
documents  shall  be  sent  to  your  excellency  in  order  that  through  the 
office  of  liquidation  of  supplies,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Meade, 
a  settlement  may  be  made  with  all  exactitude  and  despatch,  subdi- 
vided into  as  many  parts  as  there  have  been  contracts  ;  that  at  the  bot- 
tom of  each  of  these,  the  delivery  of  the  articles,  dates  of  said  de- 
livery, amount,  bills  given  with  their  dates  and  the  date  of  each  pay- 
ment, shall  be  expressed  with  all  clearness  and  distinction,  without 
omitting  to  mention  the  premiums  or  profits  that  were  ofiered,  and 
whether  they  have  been  paid  or  not ;  in  short,  everything  that  may 
contribute  to  fix  a  true  adjustment  and  settlement  must  be  therein 
expressed.  It  is  the  wish  of  his  Majesty  that  the  personal  claims  of 
Mr.  Meade  shall  not,  under  any  consideration  whatever,  be  mixed 
with  his  claims  as  an  agent  for  other  persons,  who,  perhaps,  are  not 
so  much  entitled  as  he  is  to  those  considerations  which  are  due  to  him 
for  the  important  services  which  he  has  rendered.  The  King  also 
wishes  that  no  means  nor  fatigue  may  be  spared  in  the  immediate  des- 

Satch  of  this  affair  to  avoid  damages  and  losses,  and  that  it  may  be 
ecided  according  to  justice. 
I  make  this  communication  to  you  by  order  of  his  Majesty  for  your 
information  and  government.     May  God  preserve  your  excellency 
many  years. 

ANTONIO  GONZALEZ  SALMON. 

His  Excellency  the  Trbasubbb  Qenkral. 

Madrid,  March  22^  1820. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

SOEET. 


428  BIOHABD  W.  HEADE. 


Oomprobatxon. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signature  of  Soret  is  that  of  Don 
Victor  Soret,  treasurer  general  of  Spain  ;  that  the  same  is  well  known 
to  moy  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  is  due  to  the  same  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand^  at  Madrid^  this  27th  day  of  March^  1820, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  4lth. 

0.  KICH, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  for  Valencia 

Comprobation. 

I,  the  undersigned  scrivener  of  his  Majesty,  and  public  notary  be- 
longing to  the  college  of  this  most  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid, 
do  certify  that  the  half  signature  of  Soreij  attesting  the  foregoing 
copy,  under  the  date  of  the  22d  instant,  is  the  true  hadwriting  of  his 
excellency  Don  Victor  Soret,  treasurer  general  of  the  kingdom,  and  that 
to  such  signatures  full  faith  and  credit  is  given  in  and  out  of  court. 
^  In  testimony  whereof,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Meade,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  merchant  of  Cadiz,  now  resident  in  this  city^  I 

Sive  the  present  certificate.     Witness  my  hand  and  notarial  mark,  at 
[adrid,  March  24,  1820. 
[notarial  MARK.]  ANTONIO  DOMINaUEZ. 

Oomprobaiton. 

We  the  undersigned  scriveners  of  his  Majesty,  public  notaries  of 
this  most  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid,  do  certify  that  Don  Anto- 
nio Dominguez,  by  whom  the  foregoing  certificate  is  signed,  is  also  a 
scrivener  of  his  Majesty  and  public  notary,  entitled  to  faith  and  con- 
fidence, and  that  to  all  his  acts  full  credit  is  given  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  prive  the  present  certificate.  Witness  our 
hands  and  notarial  marks,  without  affixing  any  seal,  there  being  none 
at  present  in  the  college.   Madrid,  ut  supra. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  MATA, 
[notarial  marks.]  FRANCISCO  ALONZO  DE  RUEDA, 

JU8T0  BELTRAN  DEL  REY, 
Commission  appointed  to  audit  andreport  on  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade, 

Plan  No.  6  accompanying  the  rq>ort. 

Settlement  of  claims  for  which  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade  must  be 
credited  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners ;  the  interest  of  6  per 
cent,  in  those  cases  in  which  he  is  entitled  to  it,  is  calculated  from 
their  respective  dates  down  to  the  30th  of  September,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness.  This  liquidation  and  settlement  comprehends  the  claims 
Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  13,  and  14. 

The  junta  considers  it  just  that  he  should  be  credited  in  three  hun-  * 
dred  and  sixty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  one  rials  and  twenty- 
one  maravedis,  amount  of  interest  allowed  for  delay  in  the  payment 
of  the  five  millions  of  reals  which,  for  want  of  payment  at  Vera  Cruz, 
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was  paid  in  the  PeninBola.    The  dates  and  capitals  thereof  are  the 

following : 

Sixty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
ty-three rials,  on  five  millions,  from  No- 
vember 1,  1813,  to  January  24,  1814, 
on  which  date  he  received  three  millions 
of  rials  out  of  duties  on  the  gold  and 
silver  brought  bv  the  ship  Mifio 69,863  00 

He  received  in  drafts  under  date  of  January 
21,  1814,  on  several  treasuries  the  bal- 
ance, say  two  millions.  These  were  paid 
to  him  in  1814,  1816,  1816, 1817,  and 
the  junta  not  having  been  able  to  asoer-  * 
tain  from  the  different  treasuries  with 
precision^  the  dates  of  each  payment, 
they  adopt,  in  crediting  the  interest  for 
the  delay  on  the  payment  of  said  amount, 
the  payment  of -five  hundred  thousand 
reals  each  year,  and  upon  this  principle 
there  are  coming  to  him,  from  January 
25  th  till  December  3 1st,  on  a  capital  of 
two  millions  of  rials,  one  hundred  and 
tyrelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  rials  and  twenty-one  maravedis  vel- 
Ion 112,438  21 

From  January  1,  1816,  till  December  31, 
of  the  same  year,  on  a  capital  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  rials 90,000  00 

From  January  1,  1816,  on  a  ci^ital  of  one 

million  of  rials,  to  January  1^  1817 60,000  00 

And  from  January  1,  1817,  to  January  7, 
1818,  on  a  capital  of  five  hundred  thous- 
and rials 30,000  00 

362,301  21 

The  junta  also  considers  that  it  is  just  that 
he  should  be  credited  in  one  million  fifty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  rials  and  thirty  maravedis,  the 
amount  of  capital  and  interest  stipolated 
expressly  by  contract  at  10  per  cent.,  for 
which  amount  he  gained  a  writ  of  execu- 
tion in  the  consulMo  and  in  the  tribunal 
of  appeals  at  Cadiz,  against  Don  Vicente 
Beltran  de  Lis,  as  a  guarantee  for  the 
contract  for  provisions  which  the  govern- 
ment did  not  pay.     Capital 841,608  10^ 

Interest  from  November  1, 1816,  until  May 
31^  of  the  pesent  year,  as  per  contract...  186,379  20 

Interest  from  June  first  till  this  day,'as  per 

contract • ; •    28,060  00 

— ' 1,064,987  30 
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They  also  consider  it  jast  that  he  shoald  be 

credited  in  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 

thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  rials  for 

balance  in  his  favor  on  account  of  tobacco 

delivered^  by  him  in  1807  and  1808,  to 

the  superintendent  of  Seville,  according  to 

a  contract ;  he  is  also  justly  and  legally 

entitled  to  interest  on  the  same.  Capital.  176,240  00 
Interest  at  6  per  cent,  from  July  1,  1808, 

tillthisday 118,282  17 

293,522  IT 

Also    eighty  thousand   rials    vellon,    his 

share  in  the  loan  of  fifteen  millions  of 

rials  collected  at  Cadiz  by  order  of  the 

government    in    the  month  of  March, 

1811.     They  also  adjudicate  interest  on 

the  same. 

Capital 80,000  00 

Interest  from  July  the  Ist,  1811,  the  time 

in  which  it  was  stipulated  to  be  returned, 

till  this  date 89,200  00 

—       119,200  00 

They  also  think  that  he  is  justly  entitled 

to  the  amount  of  twenty-one  thousand 

sixty- seven  rials  and  twenty  maravedis, 

balance  of  flour  which  Qeneral  Castanor 

took  in  1806,  from  on  board  a  vessel  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Meade  for  supplies  for  the 

garrison  of  Cento.    They  also  allow  him 

interest  on  the  same. 

Capital 21,067  20 

Interest  from  January  the  1,  1817, 16,067  08 

36,134  28^ 

He  also  claims  several  sums  which  the  su- 
preme junta  of  Cadiz  omitted  crediting 

him  on  his  account  with  said  junta  pro- 
ceeding trom  the  contracts  celebrated  with 
them  l^fore  the  extinction  of  said  junta. 
He  solicited  the  payment  from  the  junta 
called  eubernativa,  after  that  of  Cadiz 
was  extinguished ;  but  he  never  could  re- 
cover it.  The  junta  think  that  they  are 
in  justice  bound  to  credit  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing sums:  Twenty-eight  thousand 
and  eight  hundred  rials  vellon  for  four 
hundred  and  eighty  fanegas  of  barley  at 
the  price  of  sixty  rials,  which  were  sent 
by  order  of  the  government  to  el  OanOy  to 
supply  the  armed  forces  there,  which  bar- 
ley was  lost  on  the  passage  fiom  Cadiz 
to  said  place 28,£0!>  00 
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Sixty-five  thonsand  and  thirty  rials  for  loss 
of  weight  on  six  hundred  quintals  (cwt.) 
of  rice,  which  loss  of  weight  in  said  arti- 
cle was  discovered  when  the  officers  of 
the  government  delivered  out  the  same. 
This  took  place  long  time  after  Mr.  Meade 
had  sold  the  same  for  which  reason,  and 
because  of  the  nature  of  this  article  sub- 
ject to  decay  and  becoming  pulverized, 
the  junta  think  that  the  seller  ought  not 
toBufief  this  loss 65^030  00 

They  also  grant  him  twenty*six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  rials  and 
two  maravedis,  for  rent  of  his  stores 
where  the  articles  sold  to  the  royal  fi- 
nance were  kept,  as  per  account  ren- 
dererd 26,758  02 

Also  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  for  expenses  at  the  health 
office,  and  the  expenses  incurred  in  dis- 
charging from  the  vessels,  the  articles 
0old  to  the  junta,  during  quarantine, 
which  expenses  must  in  justice  be  paid 

by  the  junta  according  to  practice «     12^434  00 

133,022  00 

It  is  also  just  that  he  should  be  credited  in 
ten  thousand  reals  vellon  with  interest 
thereon,  which  he  lent  in  November  1807^ 
to  Don  Francisco  Garbajal,  colonel  of  the 
regiment  provincial  de  Cordova,  for  sup- 
plies for  said  regiment,  as  per  original 
receipt  which  he  has  exhibited. 

Capital 10,000  00 

Interest  from  Novemver  6,  1807,  to  this 

day 6,976  11 

16,976  11 

It  is  also  just  that  he  should  be  credited  as 
agent  or  representative  of  Mr.  John  Dick- 
son, in  one  million  five  hundred  and 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety 
rials  for  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventeen  quintals  and  five  pounds  Vir- 
ginia tobacco,  delivered  by  him  to  the 
manufactory  of  Sevell  in  1815,  at  twenty 
two  dollars  a  quintal,  according  to  a  con- 
tract concluded  with  said  manufactory....  1,503,690  00 

They  consider  equally  just  that  he  should 
be  credited  on  six  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  rials,  besides  interest  on  the 
sum  for  balance  in  his  favor  proceeding 
from  fiour  which  the  American  houses 
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which  Mr.  Meade  now  reoreseDts,  and 
whose  consignee  at  what  time  was  Mr.  ^ 
James  Wardrop  delivered.  This  amount 
due  hj  the  royal  finance,  and  thirty  thou- 
sand rials  more,  which  were  paid  in  Feb- 
ruary 21st  and  22d,  were  drawn  upon  the 
treasury  of  the  revenue  of  Cadiz. 

Capital •. 630,000  00 

Interest  from  February  23,  1814,  to  this 

date 211,887  04 

841,887  04 

All  the  sums  credited  to  Mr.  Richard  W. 
Meade,  and  to  which  he  has  a  just  claim 
in  the  opinion  of  the  junta,  amount  to 
four  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty-one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-one 

rials  and  eleven  and  a  half  marevedis  as  :— 

remains  fully  demonstrated. $4,361,571  11^ 


Madrid,  September  30,  1819.  It  is  not  signed  nor  marked  with 
the  usual  flourish,  (r  abrica.) 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original.    Madrid,  March  23, 

1820.      SORET. 

N.  B. — Here  is  a  certificate  signed  hy  the  American  consul  for  Va- 
lencai,  acknowledging  the  signature  of  the  Treasurer  General  Soret. 
Another  certificate  for  the  same  purpose  signed  by  the  notary  public, 
Dominguez.  Another  certificate  signed  oy  three  public  notaries, 
Valentino  Santos  Diaz,  Manuel  Bubio  de  Vellegas,  and  Don  Matias 
del  Acebal,  acknowledging  the  signature  of  the  above  notary  public, 
Dominguez ;  all  of  the  same  tenor  as  those  affixed  to  the  preceding 
document. 

Claims  of  Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade  for  damages  and  injures  Nos.  2, 
9,  10^  11,  and  12.  Sums  which  he  demands.  The  junta  leaves  to 
the  decision  of  his  Majesty  the  graduation  thereof,  and  proceeds  to  the 
demonstration  of  their  amount  in  the  following  hypothesis  proposed 
by  it.        ' 

Somi  deauinded.  Two>thinla.  Ha1£ 

No.  2,  damages  proceeding 
.  from  the  protest  and  want  of 
payment  of  the  draft  for 
three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars drawn  upon  Vera  Cruz    1,000,000  666,666  600,000 

No.  9,  damages  proceeding 
from  the  delay  on  the  pay- 
ment of  all  its  contracts  con- 
cluded from  December,  1809, 
till  the  end  of  1812,  and  also 
from  judicial  deposits  of  flour 
at  Algesiras 3,000,iOOO        2,000,000      1,500,000 
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17o.  10,  damages  on  the  eon-  ^ 

tract  of  proviflioBi  for  Valen- 

qia 1,000,000  666,666         600,000 

TSo.  11,  damagefl  received  when 

he  gave  the  ^oyernment  bills 

to  the  English  consul,  and 

made  the  deposit  of  floar 

which  he  was  obliged  to  make 

into  his  hands 1,600,000  •      1,000,000  760,000 

Ho.  12,  damages  for  the  unjust 

confinement  which  he  suf- 

Ths  thne-finirtlit* 

fered  from  May  2, 1818 2,000,000        1,600,000      1,600,000 

Total 8,500,000        5,833,332       4,750,000 


•       

Madrid,  September  30,  1819.  It  is  not  signed  nor  marked  with  the 
usual  flourish  (rubrica.)  The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy.  Madrid, 
March  22,  1820.    Sorex. 

N.  B. — There  are  here  three  certificates  of  the  same  tenor  and  for 
the  same  purpose  o^  those  affixed  to  the  preceding  document ;  the 
first  of  which  is  signed  by  Mr.  0.  Rich,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
for  Valencia,  the  second  by  Antonio  Dominguez,  a  public  no.tary,  and 
the  third  by  Juan  Antonio  de  Mata,  Francisco  Antonio  de  Bueda,  and 
Jnsto  Beltran  del  Bey. 


Official  fu>te  containing  an^  order  for  the  junta  to  meet  again  and  reoon* 

eider  the  burineaa. 

0 

I  have  laid  before  the  King,  our  Lord,  the  exposition  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  accounts  and  claims 
of  Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  Majesty,  after  mature  consideration  of  the  manner  iu  which 
the  junta  exhibits  the  settlement  and  ac^astment  of  nine  out  of  four- 
teen claims  presented  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  also  its  opinion  of  the 
remainder  of  his  claims  by  which  he  demands  a  compensation  for 
damages,  resolves  for  the  present  that  said  junta  shall  meet  asain, 
consider  and  report  about  the  justice  of  crediting  interest  in  debts 
originating  in  contracts  in  which  such  interest  was  not  expressly 
fitipulated,  and  oa  the  effect  which  such  a  precedent  miif  ht  produce ; 
andas  to  the  indemnification  for  damage,  his  Majesty  wishes  the  junta 
to  consider  whether  it  is  just  that  the  royal  finance  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  them  without  the  necessity  of  any  more  qualifications. 
uis  Majesty,  at  the  same  time  that  he  wishes  to  pay  a  proper  attention 
and  regard  to  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  far  as  it  is  compatibli 
with  justice,  cannot  help  proceeding  with  that  circumsnection,  pru- 
dence, and  certainty  which  a  business  so  complicated  in  all  its  respects 
and  relations  requires. 

Bep.  a  0.  226—28 
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I  make  this  communication  to  yonr  lordship  by  order  of  his  Ma- 
jestjy  and  for  the  information  and  gorernment  of  the  junta.  May 
God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years, 

JOS^  TMAZ. 

His  Lordship  Don  Bruho  Yallarino. 


Report  of  the  junta  November  15. 

Madrid,  November  16,  1820. 

SiRB :  By  a  royal  order  dated  October  28,  the  exposition  upon  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
we  the  commissioners  appointed  by  your  Majesty  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  your  royal  consideration,  through  the  minister  of  finance, 
has  been  recommitted  to  them,  in  order  that  the  commissioners,  meet- 
ing may  again,  may  reconsider  and  report  about  the  justice  of  credit- 
ing interest  on  debts  originating  from  contracts  in  which  such  interest 
was  not  expressly  stipulated,  and  on  the  effect  which  such  precedent 
might  produce ;  and  as  to  the  indemnification  for  damages  your  Ma- 
jesty wishes  to  know  whether  the  junta  think  just  that  the  royal 
finance  should  be  responsible  for  them  without  the  necessity  of  any 
more  qualifications;  because  your  Majesty,  at  the  same  time  he  wishes 
to  pay  a  proper  attention  and  regard  to  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade, 
as  tiar  as  it  is  compatible  with  justice,  cannot  help  proceeding  with 
that  circumspection,  prudence,  and  certainty  which  a  business  so  com- 
plicated in  every  respect  re<]^uires. 

In  consequence  thereof,  sire,  the  junta  have  taken  again  into  their 
consideration  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  grounds  of  their 
opinion,  and  after  a  minute  and  scrupulous  examination  they  find 
that  they  cannot  do  less  than  fully  ratify  their  former  opinion. 

From  the  very  beginning  the  junta  thought  that  the  business  was 
of  a  mercantile  nature,  by  itself  and  by  the  quality  of  the  claimant, 
who  was  publicly  known  as  a  foreign  merchant.  They  took  into  their 
consideration,  as  they  ought,  the  supplies  from  which  the  claims  pro- 
ceeded ;  the  circumstances  under  which  he  furnished  them,  the  incal- 
culable benefits  they  produced  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  what 
misrortunes  these  acts  of  beneficence  had  brought  upon  the  dispenser  of 
them,  who,  far  irom  that  satisfaction  of  acknowledgment  and  grati- 
tude which  he  ought  to  have  received,  from  accidents  foreign  to  the 
royal  mind  of  your  Majesty,  not  only  has  been  deprived  of  a  great  part 
of  his  capital  and  interest,  but  he  has  suffered  many  other  fosses,  in- 
sults, and  personal  injuries  which  aggravate  the  wrongs  of  which  he 
complains.  With  such  precedents  before  them,  the  junta  recurred  to 
the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  policy  according  to  the  character 
of  their  commission,  and  they  proposed  to  determine  this  business  ac- 
cordingly ;  clearing,  simplifying,  and  reducing  the  matter  which  had 
been  the  object  of  their  greatest  attention  and  the  most  extraordinary 
pains.  They  could  not,  therefore,  lose  sight  of  the  principle  of  loss, 
of  gain,  and  damage  occasioned  thereby  ^  <kc.,  on  which  Mr.  Meade  found- 
t  c  his  claims.  Besides  the  moral  reason  of  these  principles,  they  are 
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acknowledged  and  have  been  adopted  in  the  laws  of  all  ciTilized  na- 
tions. All  are  in  favor  of,  and  adjudicate  mercantile  interest,  not  only  in 
those  contracts  in  which  such  condition  is  expressed,  hut  also  in  all 
contracts  concluded  with  merchants  or  any  other  persons,  in  which  no 
mention  is  made  of  interest,  considering  this  as  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  contract  itself,  wherever  a  failure  occurs  in  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties.  If  we  were  to  examine  the  archives  of  the  tribunals 
before  which  commercial  cases  have  been  decided  and  executions  issued, 
we  should  find  many  instances  of  interest  and  damages  credited  and 
decreed  by  said  tribunals  for  the  default,  delay,  or  any  other  defect  oo 
the  part  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  in  cases  in  which  no  interest 
was  stipulated.  These  tribunals  considered,  and  very  justly  too,  that 
interest  was  comprehended  and  understood  in  the  contract  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  contract  itself,  and  by  that  essential  justice  which  weighs 
and  determines  the  responsibilities  that  follow  from  every  contract  what- 
ever.  ThustheL.  12,tit. ll,B.10oftheNoverimaRecopilacion,speaking 
of  the  active  debts  due  to  artizans  and  mechanics,  expressly  says  that, 
*'  with  respect  to  these,  a  mercantile  interest  of  6  per  cent,  runs  in  their 
favor  from  the  date  of  the  jvuHdalinietpeUcUionj  as  a  compensation  for 
the  damages  sustained  in  consequence  or  the  delay  in  the  payment,  a  proof 
that  such  interest  of  6  per  cent,  is  observed  in  mercantile  affairs. 
There  is  also  another  law  of  the  same  tenor  respecting  debts  due  to 
servants:  L.  13,  tit  11,  B.  10,  and  lately  your  Majesty,  (last  year,) af- 
ter having  heard  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  council  and  tribunal  of 
admiralty,  ordered  that  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  should  be  paid  to  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Cortes,  now  the  sloop-of-war  Baylen,  for  the  delay 
in  the  payment  thereof.  Besides  these  and  other  positive  laws,  the 
principal  of  all  law  for  payment  of  similar  interest  and  damages  is 
written  in  the  code  of  nature,  the  origin  of  all  legislation. 

The  junta,  with  these  solid  principles  before  them,  considered  the 
reasons  and  qualities  necessary  to  justify  the  interest  and  compensa- 
tion that  they  recommended  to  your  Majesty,  viz  :  that  the  debt  had  not 
been  paid  when  due ;  that  the  creditor  was  a  merchant  and  a  foreign- 
er ;  the  use  of  his  capitals^  and  the  consequences  of  being  deprived  of 
them,  and  they  found  that  some  of  these  points  were  completely  estab- 
lished and  others  were  equally  certain,  and,  if  necessary,  might  be  more 
fully  substantiated.  Therefore,  they  determined  to  finish  and  settle 
the  business  in  a  fair  and  equitable  manner ;  submitting  to  your 
Majesty  that,  with  respect  to  th0  damages,  it  should  remain  to  your 
sovereign  consideration  to  decide  whether  it  should  be  fixed  in  the 
two-thirds  or  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  claimed.  Besides  the 
honor  of  terminating  this  business,  the  royal  finance  would  have  this 
advantage,  that  the  creditor  being  disposed  to  compromise  the  matter, 
and  to  make  some  sacrifice,  would  willingly  accept  the  half  of  what, 
after  iurther  examination  and  discussion,  he  could  not  but  claim  in 
toium;  the  arrangements  for  the  payment  remaining  pending,  in  which 
the  creditor  likewise  taking  into  consideration  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  state,  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  making  proposi- 
tions, which  would  be  in  conformity  to  his  generous  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  Spain. 

As  to  the  consequences  to  be  apprehended  in  case  he  should  be  al- 
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lowed  interest,  your  Majeaty  will  find  by  common  practice  and  by  th« 
laws  themselves  that  this  is  not  the  first  instance  in  which  siich 
interests  have  been  allowed ,  and  thus  it  never  can  be  said  that  this 
instance  alone  has  produced  any  bad  cotisequences.  Every  'case  and 
every  claim  having  its  peculiar  circumstances,  it  is  imi)0S8ible  to  give 
a  general  rule  for  the  aecision  of  them  all.  A  debt  fairly  contracted 
must  be  paid  ;  this  is  a  duty  prescribed  by  justice,  but  the  probability 
of  making  the  payment  influences  and  governs  on  the  accommodations 
that  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  parties.  Here  it  is  necessary  to  make  a 
distinction  between  national  and  foreign  creditors.  The  natives  of  a 
country  are  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  government  that  pro- 
tects and  supports  their  rights,  and  consequently  not  only  are  bound 
to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  means  and  general  dispasUionB  of  the 
country  and  to  the  delays  that  may  be  occasioned  by  these  circum- 
stances, but  they  are  also  obliged  to  render  other  services  which  the 
necessities  of  the  government  may  require  from  them,  amongst  which 
that  of  lending  their  money  is  one  of  the  principal.  But  the  foreign 
creditors  are  not  in  this  respect  under  any  other  law  than  those  laws 
which  regulate  written  contracts,  because  they  do  not  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  government  which  the  natives  do,  and  if  they 
have  complied,  on  their  part,  with  their  contracts,  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  give  up  their  rights  and  be  injured  in  their  transac- 
tions. These  considerations  have  convinced  the  junta  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  terminating  this  business  in  any  better  form  than  the  one 
that  has  been  proposed,  in  which  it  has  followed  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  your  Majesty.  The  junta  have  tried  to  regulate  their  opinion 
by  said  benevolent  intentions^  for  the  reasons  contained  in  this  and  their 
former  reports,  to  which  they  refer  themselves,  and  therefore  their 
opinion  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  then,  that  the  interest  claimed  by  the 
foreign  merchant,  Mr.  Meade,  are  due  to  him  according  to  strict  justice, 
as  well  as  the  compensation  for  damages  and  injuries  which  he  has 
suffered;  and  in  this,  besides  justice,  the  interest  of  the  state  is  con- 
cerned in  adopting  the  mode  proposed,  either  moderated  or  reduced^ 
without  the  necessity  of  any  other  qualifications,  and  without  appre- 
hending any  injurious  consequences  from  this  instance  of  strict  justice. 
Your  Majesty,  notwithstanding,  can  determine  and  resolve  according 
to  your  royal  pleasure. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 

JOES  VAZQUEZ  BALLESTEROS. 

MARQUIS  DE  LAS  H0RMAZA8. 

JUAN  FLORIN. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  its  original. 
Madrid,  March  22,  1820. 

SORET. 

N.  B.  Here  there  are  three  certificates  of  the  same  tenor  and  for  the 
same  purpose  as  those  found  in  the  preceding  documents  ;  the  first  of 
which  is  signed  by  0.  Rich,  consul  of  the  United  States  for  Valencia,  the 
second  by  Antonio  Dominguez,  a  public  notary,  and  the  third  by  Juan 
Antonia  de  Mata,  Francisco  Alanzo  de  Rueda,  and  Justo  Beltran  del 
Rey,  publie  notaries. 
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The  Treastarer  General  eenda  Mr,  Meade' e  documents  to  the  department 

of  finamoei 

Madbid,  Augvi^  18^  1820. 

I  have  returned  to  the  department  of  the  minister  of  finance  the 
whole  hody  of  documents  relative  to  your  claims,  in  conformity  to  a 
royal  order  dated  the  11th  instant,  which  I  have  received  on  the  15th 
in  the  afternoon. 

I  make  this  communication  to  you  for  your  goyernment,  and  in  an- 
swer to  your  official  note  of  the  same  date.  May  God  preserve  your 
life  many  years. 

VIOTOE  SORET. 

Richard  W.  MeadB;  Esq. 


Official  note  from  the  president  of  the  junta  to  Mr.  Meade.   He  eende  Mr. 
Meade's  documenis  to  the  department  of  finance. 

MadriP;  May  17,  1820. 

Under  this  date  I  write  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance,  as 
follows  :  *'  Most  excellent  sir:  In  compliance  with  the  royal  order  com- 
municated to  me  by  your  excellency,  dated  May  the  9th,  by  which 
the  junta  appointed  to  make  the  liquidation  of  the  credits  and  claims 
of  Mr.  Meade  was  directed  to  extend  the  document  of  said  liquidation 
which  his  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  approve,  and  ordering  the  junta 
to  compromise  with  Mr.  Meade  about  his  reclamations  relative  to 
damages  and  personal  injuries  ;  the  junta  have  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  settle  and  adjust  said  damages  in  the  manner  which  they 
have  thought  most  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  royal  finance, 
before  proceeding  to  extend  said  document,  and  after  severel  official 
notes  passed  on  the  subject,  and  after  having  held  repeated  conferen- 
ces with  Mr.  Meade,  his  reclamations  have  been  fixed  and  reduced  to 
the  sum  expressed  in  this  document.  It  having  been  out  of  the  power 
of  the  junta  to  obtain  any  further  deduction,  they  have  extended  the 
document  in  those  terms  which  they  hope  will  meet  the  views  of  his 
Majesty  ;  the  best  terms  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  being  without 
any  precedent  to  guide  them  on  the  occasion.  We  enclose  your  ex- 
cellency said  document,  and  likewise  the  original  documents  of  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Meade,  in  order  that  your  excellency  may  give  them 
the  proper  direction,  and  cause  them  to  be  respectively  cancelled. 
Wishing  to  regulate  our  operations  according  to  the  will  of  his  Majesty, 
please  to  inform  the  junta  if  the  terms  of  the  document  and  all  the 
proceedings  are  correct  and  meet  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty." 

I  make  you  this  communication  in  answer  to  your  official  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  and  by  the  same  you  will  observe  that  the  original  docu* 
ments  which  you  enclosed  me,  have  been  duly  received,  and  that  they 
have  been  sent  to  the  department  of  finance,  which  is  their  proper  desti- 
nation.    May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

BRUNO  VALLABINO. 

BicHARD  W.  Mbabb,  Esq. 
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Oficial  note  from  MinxHet  JgueUes  to  Mr.  Meade. 

A  statement,  in  due  form,  of  your  claims  against  this  government, 
and  the  damages  you  have  sustained  in  consequence  thereof,  was  trans* 
mitted  to  the  department  of  finance  by  the  minister  of  state,  accompa- 
nied by  a  royal  order  dated  the  26th  January  of  last  year,  which 
statement  had  been  received  from,  and  supported  by,  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  of  America  resident  at  this  court.  His  Majesty 
named  a  special  junta  of  counsellors  to  take  cognizance  of  the  liquida- 
tion of  all  the  credits  which  you  might  present,  or  be  able  to  substan- 
tiate, and  of  the  claims  which  you  should  make.  The  junta  save  in  their 
award,  and  consulted  his  Majesty  on  the  subject,  who  naving  been 
pleased  to  approve  thereof  and  adopt  the  same,  the  said  junta  has  ex- 
tended, in  legal  form,  a  certificate  of  the  entire  credit  due  to  you  by  the 
nation,  the  sum  of  which  amounts  to  Rv.  9.8230  72,  1  mrs.,  or 
491,163  62  cents,  in  the  terms,  and  for  the  reasons  therein  specified, 
which  document,  with  his  Majesty's  approbation  thereunto  annexed, 
and  certified  by  me,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  by  his  royal  order,  for 
your  security,  and  for  whatsoever  other  purpose  or  object  conducive  to 
your  interest.     God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Given  at  the  royal  palace  in  Madrid,  the  2l8t  of  May,  1826. 

CANGA  ARQUELLE8. 

SiOHABD  Meade,  Esq. 


Final  settlement  approved  by  the  King. 

BoTAL  Palace,  May  7,  1819. 

We,  Don  Bruno  Yallarino,  late  minister  of  the  late  supreme  council 
of  Indies^  Don  Jos£  Vazquez  Ballesteros,  late  fiscal  of  the  late  supreme 
council  ot  finance,  the  Marquis  de  las  Hormazas,  president  of  the 
comptroller's  general  department,  and  Don  Juan  Florin,  actual  secre- 
tary to  bis  Majesty  for  the  extending  of  the  royal  decrees  j  and  clerk  of  the 
secretary's  office,  finance  department,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  his  Majesty  was  communicated  to  us  by  his  excellen- 
cy the  minister  of  finance:  ''Under  this  date  I  communicate  to  the 
secretary  of  the  state  the  following  order  of  his  Majesty  :  I  have  laid 
before  the  King  our  lord,  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  26th  of 
January  last,  accompanying  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  supported  and  sent  to  the  de- 
partment under  your  excellency's  charge  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  near  his  Majesty's  government,  by  which  said  Bichard  W. 
Meade  solicits  the  appointment  of  a  junta  consisting  of  two  or  three 
persons  of  the  confidence  of  his  Majesty,  who  acting  as  special  com- 
missioners, invested  with  full  powers,  might  proceed  to  adjust  and  set- 
tle the  several  claims  of  the  petitioner,  by  returning  all  the  documents 
existing  in  the  department,  the  royal  treasury,  the  council  of  financoi 
and  office  of  the  intendant  of  Cadiz.  They  also  are  to. settle  the  com- 
pensation to  which  he  may  be  entitled  for  losses  and  personal  sufier- 
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ings,  upon  which  subject  he  eolicits,  likewise,  to  be  heard  and  be 
permitted  to  make  his  propositions  thereap:)!!,  submitting  afterwards 
to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty  the  report  which  they  may  think 

£  roper  to  make.  His  Majesty  has  also  taken  into  consideration  what 
is  lordship  the  duke  president  of  the  council  of  finance  has  reported 
on  the  subject  to  whom  the  petition  was  sent  for  the  said  purpose,  as 
also  the  communication  of  your  excellency  to  me  in  your  note  dated 
the  1st  of  April  last ;  and  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  accede  to  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Bichard  W.  Meade,  and  appointed,  at  the  same  time,  a 
commission  consisting  of  Don  Bruno  Yallarino,  minister  of  the  council 
of  Indies,  Don  Jose  Vazquez  Ballesteros,  fiscal  of  the  council  of  finance, 
the  Marquis  de  las  Hormazas,  deacon  minister  of  the  comptroller's 
general  department,  and  Don  Juan  Florin,  clerk  of  the  secretary's  of- 
fice, finance  department,  who  are  charged  by  his  Majesty  with  the 
eettlement  of  claims  and  compensations  that  may  result  from  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  them  for  the  purpose.  All  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  your  excellency  for  your  information  and  govern- 
ment, your  lordship  being  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed.  May 
God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 

**JOSE  DE  TMAZ. 
'*  His  lordship  Don  Bruko  Vallabino.'* 

We  further  certify  that  in  consequence  of  and  in  compliance  with 
said  royal  order,  after  having  reunited  all  the  precedents  and  docu- 
ments, and  having  heard  and  examined  the  reclamations  of  Mr.  Meade, 
in  his  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  Mr.  John  Dickson  and  other  Ameri- 
can citizens,  together  with  his  expositions,  and  after  having  made  the 
liquidation  which  we  were  ordered  to  make  of  the  principal  and  interest 
due  to  him,  we  reported  to  his  Majesty  thereon  under  date  of  Septem- 
ber the  30th,  of  the  same  year,  giving  it  as  our  opinion  that  the 
American  citizen,  Mr.  Meade,  was  entitled  and  had  a  just  right  to  be 
credited  the  following  sums : 

Princl|)8l.  Interert. 

By  liquidated  interest  on  the  bills  proceed- 
ing from  the  contract  of  provisions,  con- 
cluded on  the  27th  of  February,  1812, 
which  were  protested  for  non  payment  at 
Vera  Cruz,  where  said  bills  ought  to 
have  been  paid;  the  interest  is  calculated 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  for  all  the  time 
since  the  protest  was  presented  till  the 
date  of  the  liquidation 362,301  21 

By  the  liquidated  amount  for  provisions  de- 
livered agreeably  to  a  contract  concluded 
between  Mr.  Me»de  and  the  government, 
which  contract  was  guaranteed  by  Don 
Vicente  Beltran  de  Lis,  who  obliged  him- 
self to  pay  said  amount  and  the  premium 
of  10  per  cent,  thereon  for  delays,  and 

for  the  payment  of  which  a  writ  of  exe-  .  ^ 

cution  was  issued  from  the  tribunid  of 
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oommeroe  at  Cadiz,  against  said  guar- 
antee     841,508  10     213,429  20 

By  balance  of  acoonnt,  proceeding  from  to- 
bacco delivered  to  tbe  mannfactory  of 
Seville  in  the  years  1807  and  1808,  and 
the  legal  interest  of  6  per  cent,  on  the 
same 175,240  00    118,282  17 

By  this  amount  lent  to  the  government  at 
Cadiz,  for  his  share  on  the  loan  of  March, 
1811,  and  6  per  cent,  interest  thereon...       80,000  00      39,200  00 

By  flour  delivered  for  the  garrison  of  Ceuta, 
and  6  per  cent,  interest  thereon  for  de- 
lay in  the  payment 21,067  20      15,067  08 

By  certain  sums  omitted  to  be  credited  to 
him  in  his  account  with  the  late  junta  of 
Cadiz,  relative  to  the  barley  lost  in  the 
vessel  cast  away,  loss  of  weight  in  the 
rice,  expenses  at  the  health  office,  light- 
ers, and  unloading  the  vessels  during 
quarantine.  This  oeing  till  the  present 
period  an  unliquidated  sum,  no  interest  is 
allowed 133,022  02 

By  a  loan  to  the  colonel  of  the  re^ment 
provincial  of  Cordova,  for  the  equipping 
of  his  regiment,  and  interest  on  the  same, 
calculated  as  per  liquidation 10,000  00         6,976  11 

By  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen quintals  and  twenty-five  pounds 
tobacco  delivered  by  Mr.  John  Dickson, 
agreeably  to  a  contract,  to  which  sum 
no  interest  is  adjudicated,  it  being  con- 
sidered as  on  deposit  in  consequence  of 
an  order  from  the  court 1^503,590  00 

By  flour  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop 
by  several  American  houses,  and  passed 
to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Meade,  as  per  agree- 
ment^ and  6  per  cent,  interest  thereon..     630,000  00     211,887  04 

Total 3,394,427  32    967,144  13 


And  as  to  the  damages  and  losses  claimed  separately  by  Mr.  Meade, 
some  observations  were  made  and  submitted  to  the  royal  consideration 
of  his  Majesty,  in  order  that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  decide 
respecting  the  sums  and  plan  therein  indicated  and  subjoined,  and  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  approve  the  liquidation  and  resolve  about  the 
pending  point,  what  is  contained  in  the  following  royal  order  which 
we  herewith  adjoin : 

'^  His  Majesty  having  taken  again  into  his  consideration  the  whole 
matter,  together  with  the  report  sent  from  the  general  comptroller's 
department,  upon  the  last  reclamations  of  Mr.  Meade,  submitted  to 
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Lim,  lias  been  pleaaed  to  approve  the  liquidation  of  bis  credits  against 
the  royal  finance  as  adjusted  and  settled  by  the  royal  junta  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  order  that  said  junta  shall  extend  the  proper 
document  thereof  and  send  it  to  this  department  for  the  sanction  of 
his  Migesty  and  for  the  other  correspondent  purposes  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  interests  of  the  nation.  That  respecting  the  five  sums 
adjudicated  for  damages  and  personal  injuries,  they  shall  try  to  reduce 
them  as  much  as  possible  in  favor  of  the  royal  finances,  compromising 
on  this  point  with  Mr.  Meade,  and  that  the  document  which  the  junta 
shall  make  out  must  be  couched  in  general  terms,  without  making  any 
mention  about  the  particular  mode  of  payment. 

I  make  you  this  communication  for  the  information  of  the  junta^ 
and  for  the  fulfilment  of  this  royal  order. 

May  God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years^ 

JOSE  OANGA  ARGUELLES. 

His  Lordship  DoK  B&uko  Yallarino. 

BoTAL  Palace,  May  9,  1820. 

And,  lastly,  we  do  hereby  certify  that  in  compliance  with  the  above 
mentioned  order  of  his  Majesty,  and  havine  employed  on  our  part  all 
the  means  that  prudence  could  suggest,  and  after  holding  several  con- 
ferences with  the  concerned,  we  have  compromised  the  matter,  and 
agreed  that  the  eight  millions  five  hundred  thousand  rials  for  dama- 
ges and  personal  injuries  claimed  by  him  according  to  his  reclamations 
shall  be  reduced  to  five  millions  four  hundred  sixty-one  thousand  and 
five  hundred  rials  vellon,  making  the  sum  total  due  to  Mr.  Meade  for 
his  own  claims  and  for  those  of  the  persons  he  represents,  nine  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  twenty-three  thousand  seventy- two  rials  and 
eleven  maravedis,  which  amount  he  must  receive  from  thie  royal 
finance  for  all  his  claims  to  principal  and  interest,  (the  latter  calculated 
down  to  the  date  of  the  liquidation,)  and  for  the  damages  and  personal 
injuries  above  mentioned,  in  this  order,  viz :  Seven  millions  four  hun- 
dred seventy-seven  thousand  five  hundred  ninety-five  rials  and  seven 
maravedis,  belonging  to  Mr.  Meade  himself.  One  million  five  hun- 
dred and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  rials  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  Dickson,  and  eight  hundred  forty-one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty -seven  rials  and  four  maravedis  vellon  belonging  to 
the  American  citizens  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop,  as  appears 
more  extensively  and  minutely  from  the  docamenU  of  prooeedingSj  to 
which  we  refer  ourselves,  and  for  the  complete  fufilment  of  the  royal 
order  above  mentioned,  we  give  the  present  certificate. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO, 
JOSE  VAZQUEZ  BALLETEROS, 
VAQUES  DE  LAS  HORMAZAS, 
JUAN  FLORIN. 
Madrid,  tJie  nth  of  May^  1820. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  this  liquidation. 

JOSE  OANGA  ARGUELLES.     [l.  s.] 
BoTAL  Palacb,  the  19th  of  May^  1820. 
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Testimony. — ^I,  the  undersigned,  notary  pablic  of  his  majestj,  be* 
longing  to  the  college  of  this  most  heroic  citj  and  court  of  Madrid, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of  Don  Bruno  Yallarino, 
Don  Joe6  Vazquez  Ballesteros,  the  Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  Don  Juan 
Florin,  and  Don  Jose  Canga  Arguelles  ,are  the  true  signatures  of  said 
gentlemen,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  is  ffiven  to  them.  I  further 
certify  that  they  are  under  government  awnowledged,  as  follows  : 
The  nrst  late  minister  of  the  Tate  supreme  council  of  Indies  ;  the  sec- 
ond, late  minister  of  the  late  supreme  council  of  finance  ;  the  third, 
actual  president  of  the  comptroller  general's  office ;  the  fourth,  actual 
secretary  of  his  Majesty  for  the  extending  of  the  royal  decrees  and 
clerk  of  the  secretary's  office,  finance  department,  and  the  fifth,  actual 
minister  of  state,  finance  department. 

In  testimony  whereof,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  give  the  present  certifi- 
cate at  Madrid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1820.     [Notarial  mark.l 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUES. 

N.  B. — Here  a  certificate  acknowledging  the  signature  of  Antonio 
Dominguez  signed  and  marked,  with  a  notarial  mark,  by  Juan  de  Mats 
YUana,  Jos6  Varela,  and  Matias  del  Acebal,  public  notaries* 

Legalizatitm. 

I,  the  undersigned,  scrivener  of  his  Majesty  and  notary  belonging 
to  the  college  of  this  most  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid,  do  certify 
that  the  royal  orders,  liquidation,  expositions,  notes  and  comproba- 
tions  contained  in  the  foregoing  are  exactly  and  literally  copiea  from 
the  original  documents  given  in  me  to  make  out  the  present  testimony^ 
which  documents  I  have  returned  under  a  receipt. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  give  the  peresent  certificate.  Witness  my 
hand  and  notarial  mark,  Madrid,  the  21st  of  May,  1820.  [Notarial 
mark.l 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ. 

We,  the  undersigned,  scriviners  of  his  Majesty  and  public  notaries 
belonging  to  the  college  of  this  most  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid, 
do  hereby  certify  that  Don  Antonio  Dominguez,  by  whom  the  preced- 
ing testimony  is  signed,  is  also  a  scriverner  of  his  Majesty  and  notary 
public  as  he  calls  himself  there,  and  that  to  all  his  acts  full  faith  and 
credit  are  given  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  give  the  present  certificate.  Witness  our 
hands  and  notarial  marks,  Madrid,  the  24th  of  May,  1820.  [Notarial 
marks.] 

DIONESIE  PEREZ, 
ROMAN  ATIENZA, 
JUAN  GONZALEZ. 
[Here  the  seal  of  the  college  of  nataries  of  Madrid.] 

Interpreter's  Certificate. 

I,  Thomas  Gough,  translator  interpreter  to  the  American  lesation 
at  the  court,  do  hereby  -certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of  Dio- 
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nesio  Perez,  BomaD  Antienza,  and  Juan  G-onzalez  are  the  respective 
signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriverners  of  the  royal  col- 
lege and  puhlic  notaries  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and  credit  is 
due  to  them  as  such.  Given  under  mj  hand  at  Madrid,  the  24th 
day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  GOUGH. 


No.  32. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ervingy  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Madrid^  dated  August  3,  1318,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

''  I  also  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Pizarro  on  July  27,  transmitting  Mr.  Meade's  memorial,  in  which  he 
asks  compensation  for  his  sufferings  and  losses.  The  first  memorial 
which  Mr.  Meade  made,  a  copy  of  which,  as  he  informed  me,  he  trans- 
mitted to  you,  was  not  altogether  proper  to  he  presented  to  the  King. 
I  induced  him  to  alter  it  in  some  respects,  though,  in  its  principal  fea- 
tures, the  new  memorial  is  the  same.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Meade  has 
sent  to  you  a  copy  of  the  corrected  memorial." 

Depabtment  of  Statb,  January  12, 1822. 

A  true  extract^  finithfully  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  OhiefOlerk. 


Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Pizarro^  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs y  dkc. 

Madrid,  July  27,  1818. 

Sir  :  In  my  note  to  your  excellency  of  May  13,  acknowledging  your 
communication  of  the  royal  orders  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Meade,  I  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  same  dispositions  which  led  his  Majesty  to  that 
act  of  justice  would  induce  him  to  make  compensation  to  Mr.  Meade 
for  the  sufferings  and  losses  which  an  imnrisonment  avowedly  illegal 
had  brought  upon  him.  I  have  now  the  nonor  to  transmit  to  you  his 
memorial  praying  for  such  compensation,  and  I  request  that  your  ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  his  Majesty.  A  copy  of  the 
same  has  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
I  need  not  assure  your  excellency  how  particularly  happy  I  should  be 
to  terminate  this  disagreeable  business  oy  transmitting  to  my  govern- 
ment as  early  as  possible  a  favorable  decision  of  his  Majesty  on  the 
reclamations  of  Mr.  Meade. 

I  renew,  &c., 

GEOBGE  W.  ERVING. 

DsPARTMEiTT  OF  SxATB,  January  12,  1822. 
A  true  copy,  faithfully  compared  with  an  authentic  transcript  in 

this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erving  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  dated 

Madrid,  March  4,  1819. 

''  On  the  18th  of  January  last  I  sent  to  Mr.  Yrujo  two  memorials 
of  Richard  W.  Meade  hj  the  note  No.  6.  He  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  them  on  the  26th  of  January,  by  the  note  No.  6.  On  the  9th 
of  February  I  learned  that  the  council  of  war  was  pushing  forward  one 
of  the  affairs  in  question  with  a  view  to  decide  on  it  before  the  inter- 
ference of  his  Majesty,  which  had  been  prayed  for,  could  be  obtained ; 
and  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Trujo  to  that  effect,  as  by  note  No.  7.  The  next 
day  (February  10)  Mr.  Yrujo  sent  back  to  me  my  note  in  the  most  in- 
sulting manner,  (see  his  note  No.  8.)  I  did  not  immediately  reply  to 
him  ;  I  feared  to  be  carried  too  far  by  my  feelings,  highly  irritated  ; 
finally,  on  the  20th  of  February,  I  wrote  to  him  the  note  No.  9.  Mr. 
Yrujo  has  not  been  able  or  has  not  thought  proper  to  reply  specially 
to  that  last  note ;  but  in  a  note  of  the  26th  of  February,  (No.  10,) 
wherein  it  is  but  slightly  adverted  to,  he  has  sent  to  me  a  copy  of  his 
order  to  the  council  of  war,  by  which  it  appears  that,  without  taking 
the  affair  in  question  altogether  out  of  the  hands  of  the  council,  he  has 
added  to  that  tribunal  three  judges  from  the  council  of  Hacienda,  thus 
endeavoring  at  once  to  save  the  honor  of  the  council  and  to  satisfy  the 
demand  of  the  memorialist ;  but  by  which  measure,  however,  he  has 
been  obliged  virtually  to  confess  that  my  objections  against  the  council 
were  solid  and  reasonable." 

Department  of  State,  January  12,  1822. 

A  true  extract,  faithfully  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Mr.  Erving  to  the  Marquis  of  Caaa  Yrujo. 

Madrid,  January  18,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  herewith  en~ 
closed  two  memorials  addressed  to  his  Majesty  by  Richard  W.  Meade» 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  first  (dated  on  the  12th  instant) 
prays  that  the  King  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  commission  to  liqui- 
date the  several  demands  which  Mr.  Meade  has  against  the  govern- 
ment on  account  of  supplies  furnished  for  the  support  of  its  armies  and 
otherwise  during  the  late  war^  as  well  as  to  consider  the  compensation 
due  to  him  for  his  losses  and  personal  sufferings  under  a  late  proceed- 
ing of  the  council  of  war,  already  declared  by  his  Majesty  to  have  been 
illegal.  The  second  memorial,  (dated  the  ISth  instant,)  in  behalf  of 
John  Dickson,  an  American  citizen^  and  others,  interested  in  a  cargo 
of  tobacco  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Spanish  government  under  a  sol- 
emn contract,  in  the  vear  1815^  complains  of  the  injustice  done  to  par- 
ties in  a  decision  of  the  council  of  war  in  that  case,  and  prays  that  the 
King  would  be  pleased  to  refer  all  the  ^'  autos"  and  antecedents  in  the 
affair  to  the  examination  and  judgment  either  of  the  supreme  council 
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of  Hacienda,  or  of  that  of  the  Indies,  or  of  that  of  Castile,  as  his  Ma- 
jestj  may  deem  to  be  most  fit. 

The  object  of  either  memorial  appears  to  be  perfectly  reasonable ; 
they  ask  but  common  justice,  and  in  the  mode  the  best  comporting 
With  the  good  faith  and  decorum  of  the  government.  In  what  regards 
more  particularly  the  interests  of  Mr.  Meade,  he  has  undeniable  claims 
as  a  creditor  of  the  royal  hacienda,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
his  Majesty  will  be  sensible  to  the  value  of  those  very  important  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  nation  which  form  the  ground  of  these  claims, 
which  give  to  them  the  most  sacred  character,  and  entitle  them  to  the 
first  consideration  and  to  immediate  settlement ;  and  in  what  regards 
the  object  of  the  second  memorial,  as  little  can  it  be  presumed  that  the 
nndue  prejudices  of  the  council  of  war  therein  complained  of— preju- 
dices which  led  that  council  in  one  case  to  a  decision  declared  by  his 
Majesty  to  be  illegal — will  be  suffered  to  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  justice  which  Mr.  Meade  demands  in  behalf  of  those  whom  he  re- 
presents in  another  case.  Has  not  the  council,  by  its  notorious  par- 
tiality and  the  declared  illegality  of  its  conduct  in  the  case  first  alluded 
to,  disqualified  itself  as  a  calm  and  dispassionate  tribunal  to  judge  in 
the  last  resort  in  any  case  which  Mr.  Meade  is  concerned  in  ?  The 
King  will,  I  am  persuaded,  on  this  consideration,  readily  allow  of  an 
appeal  from  its  sentence.  I  therefore  lay  these  memorials  before  your 
excellency,  requesting  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  submit  them  to 
his  Majesty,  and  in  the  full  confidence  that  the  royal  decision  thereon 
will  satisfy  the  just  claims  of  the  memorialist. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

Dbpabtmsnt  of  State,  January  12,  1822. 

A  true  copy,  faithfully  compared  with  an  authentic  transcript  in 
this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo  to  Mr.  Erving. 

Palace,  January  26, 1819. 

Sir  :  The  King,  my  master,  to  whom  I  have  submitted  the  two  me- 
morials of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade  which  your  excellency  transmitted 
to  me  with  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  has  ordered  me  to  request 
the  necessary  information  whereon  to  found  his  royal  determination, 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency. 

Profiering  this  to  your  excellency  as  an  answer  to  the  note  above 
referred  to,  I  reiterate  the  sentiments  of  my  particular  respect,  and 
pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

MARQUIS  DE  CASA  YRUJO. 

Department  of  State,  January  12,  1822. 

Faithfully  translated  from  an  authentic  copy  in  this  office. 

PANIEL  BRENT,  Ohi^  Clerk. 
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From  Mr.  Erving  to  the  Marquis  of  Oasa  Trtf/o. 

Madrid,  February  9,  1819. 

8iR :  I  had  tlie  honor  to  receive  yonr  excellency's  note  of  the  26th 
of  January,  hy  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  acquaint  me  that,  by 
order  of  his  Majesty,  you  have  asked  the  necessary  "  informes"  pre- 
vious to  the  royal  decision  on  the  two  memorials  of  Don  Ricardo 
Meade,  which  I  transmitted  to  your  excellency  with  my  note  of  Jan- 
uary 18. 

I  am  sorry  now  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  received  such 
advice  as  leaves  no  doubt  but  that  the  council  of  war,  with  a  view  to 
anticipate  the  order  which  his  Majesty  may  give  on  the  *' informes'' 
to  be  presented  to  him,  are  pushing  on  the  decision  of  the  case  relat- 
ing to  the  tobacco  contract  in  a  shameful  and  unprecedented  manner  ; 
therefore,  not  doubting  of  your  excellency's  good  faith  and  the  just  in- 
tentions of  the  King  in  this  matter,  I  earnestly  request  you  to  give  an 
order  to  the  council  of  war  to  suspend  its  proceedings  till  his  Majesty 
shall  be  pleased  to  decide  on  the  memorial  of  Don  Bicardo  Meade, 
which  you  have  presented  to  him. 

I  renew,  &c., 

GEOROE  W.  ERvma. 

Dbpariment  of  Btatb,  January  12,  1822. 

A  true  copy,  faithfully  compared  with  an  authentic  transcript  in 
this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  dated 

May  20, 1820. 

Dbpartbosiit  of  State,  January  12,  1822. 

^'  Mr.  Meade,  whose  business  with  the  government  is  arranged  satis- 
factorily to  himself,  will  carry  this  to  the  United  States.  I  snail  pre- 
vail upon  him,  if  practicable,  to  carry  enclosed  to  you  files  of  the 
Spanish  newspapers  up  to  the  day  of  his  departure  from  Madrid." 

A  true  extract,  faithfully  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chi^  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  dated 

Madrid,  July  13,  1820. 

^'  I  have  received  a  note  from  the  minister  of  state  on  the  matter  of 
Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade's  claims  on  the  Spanish  government.  A  copy, 
marked  No.  2,  and  of  my  answer,  marked  No.  3j  are  also  herewith 
forwarded  to  you. ' ' 
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Dbpartment  of  Statb,  January  12,  1822. 

A  true  extract,  faithfully  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  derh. 

Note. — The  translation  of  the  original  document,  a  copy  of  which 
has  heen  furnished  to  me  hy  Mr.  Brent,  in  Spanish,  is  annexed,  for 
which  a  competent  acknowledgment  in  writing  has  been  given  to  him 
as  a  security. 


Den  Evariato  Perez  de  Castro  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

(Translation.] 

Madrid,  June  10, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment^ always  upright  and  honorable  in  its  decisions,  has  determin- 
ed to  acknowledge,  with  the  sancticm  of  his  Majesty,  Don  Richard 
Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  its  creditor  for  nine  millions 
eight  hundred  and  twenty- three  thousand  and  seventy- two  rials  vellon 
and  11  maravedis ;  for  which  a  competent  security,  in  writing,  has 
been  given  him. 

As  your  government,  sir,  has  taken  part  in  the  fortune  of  this  indi- 
vidual, I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  favorable  de- 
termination to  the  President  of  the  said  States,  inasmuch  as  the  re- 
spect which  he  deserves  has  had  much  influence  in  it ;  and  also  the 
hope  that  Spanish  subjects  may,  by  a  jast  reciprocity,  find  equal  pro- 
tciction  and  consideration  in  the  United  States. 

With  so  agreeable  a  motive,  I  present  myself  anew  to  your  disposal, 
and  pray  God  that  you  may  live  many  years  I 

EVARISTO  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

Department  of  State,  January  12,  1822. 

The  foregoing  letter  is  faithfully  translated  from  an  authentic  tran- 
script in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Sor.  JUinietro  Plenvpotentiario  de  ha  Estadoe  Vnidos  de  America. 

Madrid,  10  de  Junio^  1820. 

MuT  SoR.  Mio  :  Tenga  la  satisfaccion  de  poner  en  noticia  de  Y.  S. 
que  el  gobierno  Espafiol  siempre  recto  y  equitativo  en  sus  decisiones 
acaba  de  recanocer  con  la  sancion  de  S.  M.  un  c^edito  en  don  Ricardo 
Meade  Ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  nueve  millones  ochocien- 
tos  veinte  y  tres  mil  setenta  y  dos  reales  von.  con  11  maravedises ; 
per  el  que  se  he  la  dado  el  competente  resguardo. 

Como  el  gobierno  de  Y.  S.  ha  tormado  parte  en  la  suerte  de  ^ste  in- 
dividuo,  espero  que  V.  S.  se  servira  communicar  esta  favorable  deter^ 
minacion  al  Sor.  Presidente  de  los  dichos  Estados,  en  la  que  ha  influ- 
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ido  mucho  el  respeto  que  se  merece,  y  laesperanza  de  que  los  aubditos 
Espafiolee  encuentren  per  una  justa  reciprocidad  igual  proteccion  y 
xniramiento  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Con  tan  agradable  mo  tiro  me  ofrezco  de  nuevo  a  la  disposicion  de 
V.  S.  y  guedo  rogando  a  Dios  que  bu  vida  ms.  as. 

B.  L.  M.  de  V.  S.,  su  mas  ato.  servidor 

EVARISTO  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Don  Evariato  Perez  de  Castro. 

Madrid^  June  29,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  note  of  the 
10th  inst. /wherein  it  is  stated  that  your  government  had  liquidated 
the  claim  of  Richard  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  ITnited  States.  I  shall, 
as  your  excellency  requests,  communicate  this  information  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  which  receives  with  pleasure  every 
indication  of  good  will  from  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

I  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration and  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Departmeitt  op  Statb,  January  12,  1822. 

A  true  copy,  faithfully  compared  with  an  authentic  transcript  in 
this  ofiSce. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


No.  33— B. 

Felix  Megia  No*ario  Edesiastioo  en  d  Arxob.  6b  or  Cotedo  Bma,  or  Es* 

pana,  residence  el  presente  en  esta  Ciudad. 

Certifico  y  juno ;  One  en  EspdeOa  hacen  fee  en  juicio  y  fuera  de  el 
los  copias  de  cualquiera  clase  de  docamentory  autorizadas  js'n  vn 
Ess.  no.  publico ;  y  que  cuando  en  estas  copias  esta  legalizada  y  com- 
provada  la  firma  sel  Ess' no  que  ^los  autoriza  con  los  fir  mar  de  otros 
tres  Ess'nos.  o  en  otra  forma  gl.  catifi^ue  su  identidad,  ya  adguieren 
los  tales  copias  una  fuerza  ye  alidacion  igual  a  la  que  puede  prestanse 
a  vn  documenos  original ;  por  que  las  leyes  de  Espaflan  dan  tanta  fir- 
meza  a  la  fee  de  los  Ess'nos.  publioos,  que  aun  gl.  tres  testigoa  oontex- 
tes  digan  lo  contrario,  vale  lo  <][ue  los  Ess'nos.  certifican,  y  p'a  des- 
virtnan  sus  asentos  es  necesanio  suministrar  unas  pruevas  may  su- 
burtas  y  que  patenticen  la  falsedad  se  ver  modo  indudable.  Y  a  in- 
stancia  do  H.  Binny,  Esq're,  dey  la  presente  in  Philadelphia,  a 
Sieteo  Mayo  de  mil  ochociento  veinte  y  quatro. 

FEUX  MEaiA,  [L.  &] 
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ZThited  States  of  America : 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  Peter 
Liohra,  of  Philadelphia,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  duly  com- 
missioned and  sworn,  and  by  law  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations,  persondlly  appeared  the  within  named  Felix  Megia,  who 
being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  /say,  that  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  the  facts  set  forth  and  contained 
in  the  within  certificate,  by  him  subscribed,  are  in  every  respect  just 
and  true. 

FELIX  MEGIA, 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my 
[l.  s.]  notarial  seal,  the  7th  day  of  May,  1824. 

PETER  LOHRA,  N.  F. 


Translation  of  the  preceding  Certificate  of  Felix  Megia. 

Felix  Megia,  ecclesiastical  notary  of  the  archbishopric  of  Toledo, 
kingdom  of  Spain^  resident,  at  present,  in  this  city — 

Do  certify  and  swear.  That  in  Spain,  the  copies  of  every  class  of 
documents  legalized  by  a  notary  public,  are  admitted  as  evidence  in 
the  courts  of  justice,  and  out  of  them,  and  that  when  the  signature  of 
the  notary  public,  who  has  made  said  copy  or  copies,  is  legalized  and 
acknowledged  by  the  signatures  of  three  other  notaries  public,  or  in 
any  other  ibrm  which  proves  the  identity  thereof,  said  copies  acquire 
thereby  a  force  and  validity  equal  to  that  which  is  due  to  the  original 
document ;  because  the  laws  of  Spain  give  so  much  force  or  value  to 
the  SLCts  of  public  notaries^  that,  although  three  witnesses  should 
unanimously  state  the  contrary  to  what  the  notary  may  certify,  yet 
the  certificate  of  the  notary  is  valid  ;  and  to  destroy  the  validity  of 
a  notary's  assertion  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  produce  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  falsehood,  in  the  most  indubit- 
able manner.  And  at  the  request  of  Horace  Binney,  esq.,  I  give  the 
present,  at  Philadelphia^  this  seventh  day  of  May,  1824. 

Philadelphia,  as  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Felix  Merino,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says 
that  the  within  is  a  correct  and  true  translation  from  the  original 
Spanish,  preceding  documents. 

FELIX  MERINO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  May  7, 1824. 

G.  BARTRAM,  Alderman. 


No.  34. 

On  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  Benjamin  Nones,  esquire, 

Rep.  0.  0.  226 29 


450  BICHARD   W.  MEADE. 

notary  public  for  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  duly  oommi«- 
sioned  and  authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths  and  atBrmations, 
dwelling  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  came  and  appeared 
John  Leamy,  esq.,  president  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Company  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on 
his  solemn  oath  deposes  and  says,  that  under  the  fifleenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  he  wrote  to  Bichard  W. 
Meade,  esq.,  at  Madrid,  informing  him  of  the  Florida  treaty  having 
been  signed  at  Washington,  by  the  two  contracting  powers,  on  the 
22d  day  of  February  last  past ;  that  five  millions  of  dollars  were  stip- 
ulated in  the  treaty,  to  meet  all  the  spoliations  and  other  injuries 
received  from  the  government  of  Spain  or  her  colonies  ;  that  commis- 
sioners would  be  appointed  as  soon  as  the  treaty  came  back  ratified, 
and  that  by  that  time  he  ought  to  be  here  to  establish  his  own  rights, 
as  all  further  attempts  on  that  government  would  be  fruitless,  because 
the  Spanish  minister  here  would  no  doubt  inform  his  country  that 
Mr.  Meade's  claim,  and  many  others  mentioned  by  him,  were  provided 
for  in  the  said  treaty,  and  fully  under  this  impression  recommended 
his  not  losing  any  more  time  in  returning  to  his  native  country  ;  that 
during  the  month  of  April,  and  part  of  May,  1819,  this  deponent  was 
frequently  in  company  with  the  Spanish  minister,  Don  Luis  de  Onis, 
and  heard  him  repeatedly  say  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim  on  his  govern- 
ment was  fully  and  completely  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  and  would 
in  consequence  be  paid  to  him  by  the  American  government;  and  said 
further,  that  some  considerations  of  delicacy  prevented  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  being  expressly  by  name  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  This  depo- 
nent believed  he  had  a  letter  from  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  saying  that  Mr. 
Meade's  claim  was  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  butcannot  find  it.  This 
deponent  was  informed  by  Mr.  Benguenet,  the  consul  of  Spain  in  this 
city,  in  one  or  more  interviews  with  him  during  the  spring  of  1819, 
after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  at  Washington,  that  he  had  then  in 
his  possession  a  letter  from  Mr.  Onis,  from  Washington,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  he  informed  him  that  a  particular  article  in  the 
treaty  was  so  worded  and  intended  as  to  include  Mr.  Meade's  claim, 
and  that  thereby  his  own  government  would  be  completely  released 
from  that  demand. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  as  above,  before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
[l.  8.1  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

BENJ.  NONES. 


No.  35.— H. 


The  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Spaniards,  at 
present  residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we 
are  all  acquainted  with  the  commerce  of  Spain,  having  had  frequent 
dealings  with  that  country,  particularly  in  Cadiz,  from  the  year  1809 
to  the  present  period,  and  that  we  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any 
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ctlier  circulating  medium  there  but  gold  and  silver.  We  have  never 
known  any  paper  currency  in  circulation,  nor  of  any  kind  of  paper, 
except  the  public  funded  debt  of  the  nation  called  vales  realea,  which 
had  long  ceased,  previous  to  the  year  1808,  to  circulate,  except  under 
express  and  specific  contracts  for  its  purchase  or  sale .  the  same  as  for 
the  different  stocks  of  this  or  any  other  country,  as  it  varied  from  the 
period  of  the  war  between  Spain  and  England  in  1806,  from  thirty- 
six  to  ninety  per  cent.,  and  that  during  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  by  the 
French,  from  January,  1810  to  1812,  it  was  of  so  little  value,  and 
has  continued  so  ever  since,  that  it  was  seldom  or  never  spoken  of; 
that  all  sales  and  purchases  were  made  and  specified  in  eflective  specie 
of  gold  and  silver;  that  no  banks  existed  in  Spain  ;  the  only  one  that 
the  subscribers  ever  heard  of  was  that  of  St.  Charles,  which  had  ceased 
its  operations  before  the  year  1808.  We  also  swear  that  the  current 
interest  paid  by  merchants  was  from  10  to  12  per  cent.  That  paid  by 
the  British  consul  for  large  sums  of  money  raised  in  Cadix  for  the  use 
of  the  British  government,  was  from  10,  and  in  some  instances,  12 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  the  same  interest  was  paid  by  the 
Spanish  government,  on  several  loans  made  by  them,  and  was  con- 
sidered so  far  legal  interest  that  it  was  recoverable  in  the  tribunals  of 
oommerce  of  that  country,  whenever  there  was  an  agreement  to  that 
effect ;  when  no  specific  agreement,  either  verbal  or  written,  had  been 
made  as  to  interest,  6  per  cent,  per  annum  was  the  interest  allowed 
by  the  tribunals,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  laws  and  usages  of  Spain. 

F.  W.  SALTONSTALL. 
Sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  May,  1824. 

WM.  L.  MORRIS, 
Oommiasioner  to  take  Affidamts, 


Nos.  36,  37,  38. 


In  the  case  of  the  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  es<i.,  depending 
before  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners,  under  the  11th  article 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded at  Washington,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
merchant,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before  Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by 
him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take 
affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  on  his  solemn  oath,  saith  that  he  re- 
sided in  Spain  from  the  latter  end  of  1803,  to  the  moQth  of  June, 
1820  ;  that  he  was  largely  concerned  in  comtuerce,  and  as  general 
commission  merchant ;  he  had,  at  different  periods,  a  great  number  of 
prize  cases,  and  other  suits  in  the  different  tribunals,  and  that  he  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  forms,  usages,  and  customs  of  the 
tribunals  and  supreme  councils  of  that  country.  That  the  notaries 
public  in  Spain,  are,  as  relates  to  all  the  courts  and  tribunals,  whether 
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civil,  military,  or  ecclesiastical ,  the  same  as  the  clerks  of  conrts  are 
in  this  country :  they  are  the  depositaries  of  all  the  archives.  All  the 
proceedings  of,  and  hefore  the  courts,  are  in  writing,  a^d  are  presented 
through  the  respective  notaries  or  scriveners  of  each  court;  each  and 
every  notary  or  scrivener  acts  also  as  a  recorder  of  wills.  Deeds,  and 
all  other  public  and  private  instruments  of  writing,  which  any  indi« 
vidual^  whether  native  or  foreign,  may  make^  and  may  reqire  to  have 
put  on  record.  The  original  instrument  of  writing,  whether  will, 
deed,  or  of  any  other  description  made  by  a  notary  or  scrivener,  re- 
mains in  his  public  o£Sce,  and  a  certified  copy  is  given  to  the  person 
interested,  which  copy  is  received  as  legal  testimony  throughout  all 
the  provinces  of  Spain  in  Europe,  with  the  signature  of  the  notary 
where  the  instrument  is  registered.  But  if  the  document  is  to  be  made 
use  of  in  the  provinces  of  Spain  beyond  the  Peninsula,  called  Ultra 
Marine,  or  in  any  foreign  country,  it  is  required  that  the  signature  of 
the  scrivener  should  be  authenticated  by  three  other  notaries  or 
scriveners. 

When  a  document  is  presented  to  a  scrivener  or  notary,  to  make  a 
certified  copy  of  the  same,  if  the  original  document  is  returned  to  its 
proprietor,  the  scrivener  or  notary  certifies  the  fact  in  the  certificate 
he  signs,  and  also  makes  the  individual  sign  with  him  in  the  attested 
copy,  a  receipt  that  he  has  received  back  the  original ;  a  copy,  how- 
ever, of  the  whole  proceeding  is  retained  and  registered  in  his  office, 
so  that  he  can  at  any  future  period  furnish  evidence  of  the  same.  All 
awards,  decrees,  and  sentences  of  the  tribunals,  in  civil,  military,  ec- 
clesiastical, and  criminal  causes,  are  notified,  and  their  execution  wit- 
nessed by  the  scriveners  or  notaries. 

Arrests,  sentences  of  death,  and  every  other  judicial  act,  must  take 
place  in  the  presence  of  notaries,  who  alone  are  competent  to  certify 
and  register  the  facts. 

Their  office  and  duties  are  very  distinct  from  any  particular  profes- 
sional men  in  this  or  any  other  country,  known  to  this  deponent — 
uniting  the  offices  of  clerks  of  courts,  registers  of  wills  and  deeds, 
matrimonial  contracts,  and  even  certificates  of  births,  baptism,  and 
deaths,  require  to  be  authenticated  by  notaries.  To  all  their  acts,  full 
faith  and  credit  is  granted  by  all  the  tribunals,  high  authorities,  and 
public  officers  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  May  8, 1824,  before 

FRAS.  H0PKIN80N,  Commiasioner. 

John  Leamt,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  has 
resided  many  years  in  Spain;  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  laws, 
usages,  and  customs  of  that  country,  as  relates  to  notaries  public, 
called  escribanos  publicos  ;  that  he  has  perused  the  foregoing  deposi- 
tion of  R.  W.  Meade,  and  that  what  he,  the  said  R.  W.  Meade,  states 
therein  is  true. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  May  8,  1824,  before 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON,  Commissioner. 
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Juan  Martine2  Cardeza,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say 
that  he  is  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  and  now  a  resident  merchant  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  ;  that  he  has  attentively  read  the  foregoing  deposition 
signed  by  B.  W.  Meade,  and  that  it  contains  a  trae  and  faithful  account 
of  the  duties  and  privileges  of  notaries  public  in  Spain,  and  is,  in 
every  respect,  conformable  to  the  laws  of  that  country. 

JUAN  MART.  CARDEZA. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  May  8,  1824,  before 

FRAS.  H0PKIN80N,  Commissioner. 

I  do  certify,  that  the  foregoing  depositions  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 
Juan  M.  Cardeza,  and  John  Leamy,  were  taken  before  me,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced  to 
writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponents  respectively  in  my 
presence,  and  that  I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel  or  attorney  for  the 
claimant,  nor  interested  in  the  event  of  the  claim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  eighth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON,  [l.  s.] 


No.  29. 

Los  Yocales  de  la  extingnida  junta  superior  de  Govierno  y  defensa 
de  Cadiz,  que  firmamos,  certificamos  que  en  los  mementos  mas  criti- 
cos  de  la  nacion  y  gnando  los  Exercitos  franceses  se  aprorimaban  a 
este  unico  cesito  de  la  livertad  Espanola,  oncontro  la  junta  en  el  Ciu- 
dadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Don  Ricardo  Meade  todos  los  auxilios 
de  que  la  junta  necesitaba  para  el  socorro  y  manntencion  de  una  nu- 
merosa  Poblaci  on  y  de  su  Exercito  y  Marina,  con  lo  qual  viendo  UU 
nas  todos  los  atenciones  de  precia  subsistencia,  enmedio  de  nn  rigo- 
roso  aredio,  se  aplico  a  los  defensa  y  demas  que  al  fin  dio  el  glorioso 
remitado  de  que  tros  desputa  la  nacion  y  la  Europa  entera.  Muchos 
preson  los  articulos  que  Don  Ricardo  Meade  pnro  a  dispocicion  de  ta 
junta,  entre  los  quales,  como  mas  notables  y  urgenta,  preson  cien 
mil  Barriles  de  Arina  de  Superior  catidad,  que  endos  contratas  com* 
bino  y  ajusto,  a  quince  pesos  prestos  cada  uno.  Si  ento  dos  tiernsios 
son  dignos  de  gratitud  y  reconocim  to  los  servicios  que  se  hacen  al 
Bey  y  a  los  Pueblos,  los  que  contrato  Don  Ricardo  Meade  en  las  difl- 
ciles  circumstancias,  en  gl.  estada  Cadiz,  lo  harcin  si  empre  aciehedor 
al  aplauso  publico  por  haven  mostrado  el  mayor  afecto  a  la  nacion 
Espanola  reunciando  a  fabor  de  su  justa  causa,  el  mayor  lucre,  que 
en  oontratas  de  articulos  tan  ursentes  y  preciosos  pudo  adquirirse, 
pues  las  hiro  sin  rival,  y  comvencida  de  que  el  solo  podra  celebrarla8> 
y  cumplirlas  ;  combencim  to  que  lo  huviera  hecho  poderoso,  si  su  no- 
ble entusianno,  no  huviera  preponderado  al  interes  con  que  le  brinda- 
ba  la  neceridad  de  Cadiz  y  su  junta ;  fiando  al  credito  de  esta,  el  pa^o 
de  los  quantiosas  Sumas  a  gl.  ascendian  sus  contratas,  enmedio  deia 
inoertidumbrei  por  la  opinion  que  goraba  el  imvasor.    La  sola  insin* 
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norcion  de  un  Yocal  de  la  jaDta  barto  para  qne  Meade  barare  un 
guanto  de  pero  faerte  a  cada  Canil  de  Arina  de  los  50c.  de  so  segim- 
da  contrata  degrando  los  a  14|>  despues  de  estar  celebrado  el  ajuste  y 
de  tener  ea  sa  poder  el  documento  de  comvenio,  y  seguridad  despren- 
diendose  con  este  volantario  j  generoso  becho  de  12,900  ps.  f.  que  ya 
eran  suyos  por  un  negocio  fincilirado.  La  presencia  de  Don  Bicardo 
Meade  siempre  fue  consoladosa  y  agradable  a  la  junta  como  el  ninco 
en  quien  en  articulos  de  abasto  encontraba  de  sinteres,  confianza,  y 
todo  el  auxilio  de  gl.  tema  neceridad  para  nosar  la  presa  del  terrible 
y  formidable  invasor.  En  lo8  dias  de  mayor  apuro  una  sola  cona  ez- 
trangera  contrata  arinas  con  la  junta ;  y  faltcind^'  asu  contrata,  sufrio 
el  paro  de  la  multa  estipulada  en  el  comvenio ;  sin  gl.  Meade  de  apro- 
vertrare  de  este  cuontecimiento,  in  el  considerare  como  el  unico  para 
la  provision  al  un  articulo  tan  necesario,  para  alterar  su  precio  tota 
donde  podia  iz,  segun  los  ajuros  del  momento.  Esta  fue  la  condacta 
de  Don  Ricardo  Meade  en  aguellas  circumstancias,  y  por  ella  y  los 
hecbos  gl.  dezamos  indicados,  omitiendo  otros  mucbos  no  menos  con- 
siderables, a  beneficio  de  la  brevedad  de  esta  certification,  podra  pur* 
gare  de  lo  que  se  ha  hecho  digno  y  verdadero  acreedoz,  para  con  la 
nacion  toda  y  su  Govierno  Cadiz  y  Julio  reinte  y  viete  a  mil  ocboci- 
entos  diez  y  ocho. 

ALVADOR  GARZON. 

OL.  8ATARAN. 

JOSE  MANUEL  DE  VADILLO. 

Los  leiios  que  al  frente  firmamos  Damos  fe. 

Qne  Dn.  Jose  Manuel  J.  Oadillo  y  Dn.  Salvador  Garzon  J.  Zalazar 
que  firman  la  presedente  certificacion  fueron  vooales  eta  extinguida 
Junta  Superior,  de  Gt>bierno,  y  defensa  de  Cadiz  en  el  tiempode  la 
invasion  de  los  Franceses,  y  en  la  actualidad  ha  sido  el  primero  electo 
Disputado  de  Cortes  por  esta  Provincia,  y  el  segundo  fue  elector  para 
el  nombramiento  de  los  Disputados  que  correspondieron  a  ella ;  y  a 
sus  atestados  informes  oertificaciones  y  dichos  siempre  se  lee  hardado 
y  da  enter  a  validacion  y  credito,  T  para  que  comte  ponemos  y  Sel- 
la mos  la  presente  en  Cadiz  a  diez  y  uneve  de  Junio  de  Mil  ochocien- 
tos  veinte. 

JUAN  MANUEL  MARTINEZ. 
APRIANO  TJP  H  GOOZALES. 

Bart.  M.  HiBfiRA. 


No.  40. 

Los  que  abajo  firmamos  antiguos  comerciantes  en  esta  plaza,  en  la 
mejor  forma  que  nos  sea  permittido  certificamos.  Que  aesde  el  aflo 
pasado  de  1805  se  establicio  en  esta  dha  ciudad  oon  su  caso  de  comer- 
cio  y  familia  Don  Ricardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America^  y  adquirio  desde  sus  primeras  empresas  en  el  giro  el  mas  alto 
credito  y  concepto  mereciendo  por  consiquente  la  general  confianza 
por  Bu  ezactitud,  constante  tiabajo  y  buen  oumplimiento  en  sus  tra* 
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to8  7  negocioS)  haoiendo  an  comercio  extennivo  no  solo  a  el  interior  del 
reyno,  sino  a  todos  loe  paysesextrangeros,  recivandoparticalaramente 
de  lo6  Estados  Unidos,  vastas  oomisiones  que  aumentaron  rapidamente 
eu  credito  comercial  hasta  que  no  pudiendo  el  gobierno  corresponder  a* 
las  obligaoion,  que  tensa  contrahidas  con  Meade  por  resultas  de  los 
grandes  subminstros  hechos  para  sostener  la  pasada  guerra  en  las  cir- 
cumetancias  mas  apuradas,  viendosi  por  otra  parte  dee  graciadamente 
persequido  en  an  persona  j  aufriendo  ultimamente  un  arresto  desde  el 
xnea  de  Mayo  de  1816,  hasta  igual  flia  de  1818,  que  aunque  se  declare 
injustia  e  ilegal  por  la  piedaa  del  rey,  N.  S.,  trajo  coosigo  la  total 
ruina  del  giro  y  abatimiento  del  credito  de  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  el 
qual  firme  siempre  en  sostener  su  reputacion  de  hombre  honrado  se 
vio  ed  la  dura  necesidad  de  descontaa  un  gran  numero  de  Pagares  que 
tenia  en  su  poder  de  la  junta  de  reemplazos,  con  perdida  de  treinta  y 
cinco  a  quarenta  por  ciento,  e  igualmente  se  vio  forzado  a  tomar  enor- 
mea  sumas  a  premio  a  pagando  estosa  rason  de  doce  y  hasta  diez  y 
seis  por  ciento  al  ano  por  carecer  de  las  entradaa  de  candales  que  el 
gobierno  la  debiera  pagar  y  no  predo  por  las  occurrencias  politicas  que 
fiubsequentemente  le  hau  impedido ;  resultando  pues,  de  ellas  y  de  su 
prision,  no  solo  la  necesidad  de  hacer  gastos  extraordinarioe,  si  tam- 
nien  la  de  acabar  y  eztinguir  su  compania  de  comercio  que  establecio 
al  conclur  el  alio  de  1816  con  uno  considerable  perdida  de  forma  que 
teniendo  presente  el  plan  de  operaciones  mercantiles  seguido  por  Don 
Bicardo  Meade  desde  el  principio,  los  grandea  negocioa  emprehendi- 
doe  con  el  gobierno,  laa  demas  empresas  de  su  extraordinario  y  vaata 
giro  de  que  estamoa  cercioradoa  por  haber  visto  sua  libros,  y  extracto 
aacado  exaclamente  de  elloa  are  loa  deacuentoa  y  demaa  operaciones  que 
van  detalladaa  no  podemoa  menoa  de  graduar  el  importe  de  loa  daflos 
y  perjuicioa  en  muchoa  miles  de  peaoa  que  no  bajan  aegun  dechoa  libroa 
y  extracto  de  quatro  millonea  quatro-cientos  mil  realea  de  vellon  ;  y 
a  loa  efetoa  que  le  aean  convenientea  damoa,  primeroa  y  firmamoa  la 
preaente  certificacione  en  Cadiz  a  22  de  Junio  de  1819. 

ANDREAS  DE  ARGUIBEL. 

JUAN  WHITE. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  BUTLER. 

JOSE  DIEZ  E  YMBRAKET. 

J,  A.  LLORENTE. 

GUILLIAMO  POWER. 

AUG.  BUTLER. 

Testimento :  Yo  el  infranacripto  eacribano  del  numero  vusta  cui- 
dad  de  Cadiz  dae  fe^  que  las  hite  primaa  que  le  hallan  al  fire  de  la  cer- 
tificacion  antecedente,  con  proprias  de  Don  Andreas  de  Anguibel, 
Don  Joae  Diz  Eymbrechtt,  Don  Juan  White,  Don  Juan  Antonio  But- 
ler, Sefior  Guillermo  Power,  Don  Auguatin  Butler,  y  Don  Juan  An- 
tonio Llorente,  todo  recievoa  y  del  comercio  de  esta  dicha  ciudad,  a 
loa  quales  conorco,  la  que  puedo  testimoniar  por  haben  visto  y  grati- 
daa  ocaaionea  laa  primaa  de  los  antedichos  en  procumentos  privados  y 
autenticos,  y  por  que  a  de  maa  he  viata  en  eate  dia  los  aeis  primeroa,  y 
con  preaencia  de  dicha  certificacion  tre  han  aregurado  haben  la  fir- 
mado  de  la  propio  prime;  no  habiendo  prodido eracuan  igual diligen- 
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cia  Corel  ultimo  Don  Francisco  Antonio  Llorente,  por  esta  en  la  actn^ 
alidad  con  la  villa  de  Chrilama  ;  peno  no  tengo  dn  da  alguna  de  la 
identidad  desa  ibrma  que  prado  muchas  arote  novi.  Ypana  que  con- 
«te  signo  y  primo  el  presente  en  la  novi  por  forma  que  praedo  y  por 
derccho  serve  permite  a  instancia  de  Don  Federica  Budolph,  oomo 
afrodenda  de  Don  Bicardo  Meade.  Cadiz,  Junio,  veinte  y  echo  de 
mil  ocho  cientos  diez  y  nueve. 

JUAN  MANUEL  MARTINEZ. 

Lob  escribanofi  que  a. la  Tuelta  firmamos  damos  fee  que  Don  Juan 
Manuel  Martinez  que  autoriza  el  aut'or.  testimonio  lo  es  pub- 
[l.  s.]  lico  y  de  este  numero  fiel  legal  y  de  confianza,  y  aguanto  actua 
seda  fee  en  todos  juicios.     Cadiz,  stra  ut  vetro. 

JOAN  DE  MIGUEL  Y  DE  MANICERD. 
VIZ'TE  DIAZ  DE  ALMONTE. 
Leon  Gobiez,  Soto  Mayor. 


No.  41. 

To  aU  whom  it  may  concern : 

I,  George  W.  Erving,  late  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  in  Bpain,  do  hereby  certify  that  during  my  residence  in  Spain 
as  charge  de  affaires  of  the  United  States  from  the  year  1805  till  the 
year  1810,  as  well  as  during  my  late  mission  to  Spain  in  quality  of 
minister  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  from  July,*^1816,  to  June,  1819, 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  of  Philadelphia,  was  resident  in  that  country, 
and  for  the  greater  part  of  both  periods  at  Cadiz,  where  he  established 
a  commercial  house  ;  that  I  was  occasionally  in  correspondence  with 
the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  during  the  first  period,  and  more  regu« 
ularly  so  during  the  latter  period,  towards  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
came  to  Madrid  and  was  personally  well  known  to  me ;  that  in  all 
my  correspondence  and  communications  with  the  said  Richard  W* 
Meade,  I  constantly  considered  and  treated  him  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  he  was  unjustly  imprisoned  by  an  arbitrary 
act  of  the  Spanish  government,  I  demanded  his  release,  as  well  be- 
fore as  subsequent  to  the  proceedings  ot  Congress  in  that  case ;  and 
that  after  his  release  from  prison  I  transmitted  sundry  of  his  memor- 
ials to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Spanish  government  demanding 
compensation  for  the  damages  which  he  had  sustained  by  the  afore- 
said unjust  and  arbitrary  imprisonment,  as  well  as  the  liquidation  of 
his  other  claims  on  that  government,  and  finally  I  do  hereby  further 
certify  that  I  do  not  know  and  have  never  heard  of  any  act  done  by 
the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade  during  his  residence  in  Spain  which  may 
be  considered  to  be  a  renunciation  of  his  rights  as  an  American  citi- 
zen, or  of  any  act  by  which  he  assumed  or  pretended  to  the  character 
of  a  Spanish  subject. 

All  which  I  certify  at  the  request  of  the  said  Bichard  W.  Meade, 
and  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners  acting  under  the 
11th  article  of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Philadelphia,  this  16th  day  of  October, 
1822 

GEORGE  W.  EBVING. 
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George  W.  Erving,  being  summoned  by  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq., 
one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  de- 
pose and  say  that  the  foregoing  certificate  was  written  and  signed  by 
this  deponent,  and  that  the  contents  thereof  are  just  and  true. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  October  18,  1822,  before 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON, 

Commiaaioner. 
A  word  in  the  seventeentb  line  from  the  top  being  first  erased  by 
the  deponent. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  taken  before  me,  one  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced 
to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponent  in  my  presence, 
and  that  I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel  or  attorney  for  the  claimant, 
nor  interested  in  the  event  of  the  claim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  eighteentb  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
r_  ^  T  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  Philadel- 
l-^-  ^-J  phia. 

FRS.  HOPKINSON. 


No.  42. 

Don  Bartolome  Renguenct,  comisario  ordenador  honorario  de  Ma- 
rina, y  consul  de  Espafia  para  el  Estado  de  Pennsylvania,  en  los  Unidos 
de  America. 

Certifico  que  el  Ex.  Seflor  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  ministro  pleni- 
potenciario  de  S.  M.  G.  cener  de  Estados  Unidos  me  escribo  desde 
Washington  haber  concluid  el  tratro  de  la  cesion  de  las  Floridas,  y 
demarcacion  de  limites  de  la  Luisana,  y  que  en  oho.  Tratro  habir 
comprendib  el  credis  que  tiene  Mr.  R.  W.  Meade,  contra  el  gobierno 
de  Espafia,  el  cual  se  paganisi  por  el  de  estas  Estados  Unidos. 

Deyures  cuando  regresp  a  esta  cindoro,  me  registro  la  mismo  ver* 
balmente  desentes  vires,  y  me  anadeo  que  haoia  un  capitulo  en  el 
tratno,  que  aunque  no  se  nimbrara  en  el  a  Mr.  Meade,  se  habir  jus- 
ento  el  efectos  para  incluinle. 

Para  que  conste  a  peticion  del  interesad  de  y  esta  en  Philadelphia, 
a  Unidos,  de  Febuiro  de  1821. 

B.  RENGUENET. 

Sworn  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration  before  me,  at  Phila- 
delphia, this  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  tbe  said  notary,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
r  -|  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
L^-  ^•J  written. 

D.  BENJ.  NONES. 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Bartholomew  BeDguenet,  an  honorary  commissarj  of  marine, 
and  consul  of  Spain  for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania,  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  do  certify  that  his  excellency  Don  Lais  de  Onis,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
wrote  me  from  Washington  his  having  concluded  the  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  demarcation  of  the  limits  of  Louis- 
iaaa,  and  that  in  said  treaty  he  had  included  the  credit  due  to  Mr. 
R.  W.  Meade  hy  the  government  of  Spain,  which  was  to  be  pi^id  to 
him  by  the  United  States. 

After  the  return  of  Mr.  Onis  to  this  city  from  Washington,  he  re- 
peated to  me  verbally^  at  several  different  times,  the  same  things  and 
added  that  there  was  an  article  in  the  treaty  in  which^  though  Mr. 
Meade  was  not  precisely  named,  yet  that  it  had  been  inserted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  including  his  claim. 

And  that  the  same  may  be  made  known,  I  have  granted  this  cer- 
tificate at  the  request  of  Mr.  Meade. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Philadelphia,  this  26th  day  of  February, 
1821. 

B.  RENGUENET. 

Washington,  FebrwiryiA^  1821. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  an- 
nexed document. 

R.  W,  MEADE. 


No.  43.  H. 

UNrrBD  States  op  America,  State  of  New  York,  88 : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  tenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-four,  before  me,  David  W.  Bate,  a  public 
notary,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  residing  at  Newburgh,  in  and 
for  said  State,  personally  appeared  Lewis  Baron  Lederer,  consul  for 
his  imperial  and  royal  Majesty  of  Austria,  and  his  imperial  and  royal 
Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscanv,  in  New  York,  and  being  by 
me  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say:  Ttiat  he  resided  in  Cadiz,  in  Spain, 
from  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  three  to  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  inclusive,  during  which  time  his  occupations  af- 
forded him  every  opportunity  of  becoming  fully  acquainted  with  the 
commerce  of  Spain  and  its  commercial  customs,  usages,  and  resula- 
tioDs,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  circulation  as  legal 
currency  of  certain  certificates  for  public  funds,  called  "  vales  reales," 
(being  similar  i^o  the  certificates  for  the  different  stocks  of  this  or  any 
other  country,)  had  ceased  long  before  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
eight,  except  under  express  and  specific  contracts,  and  that  except 
this  paper  currency,  he  has  never  known  nor  heard  of  any  other  circu- 
lating medium  in  Cadiz  but  gold  and  silver,  and  that  to  the  best  of 
his  recollection  the  value  of  the  **  vales  reales/'  from  the  year  eigh- 
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teen  handred  and  fiye^  the  beginning  of  the  war  between  Spain  and 
England,  to  the  period  of  the  war  between  Spain  and  France,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  varied  from  thirty-six  to  eighty  per 
cent,  and  upwards  of  loss  on  thp  principal;  and  that  during  the  siege 
of  Cadiz  by  the  French,  from  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  to 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  these  ^^  vales  reales  "  were  of 
so  little  value  that  they  were  seldom  or  never  spoken  of ;  that  all 
sales  and  purchases  were  made  and  specified  in  effective  specie  of  gold 
and  silver  ;  that  no  banks  existed  in  Spain  ;  that  the  only  one  he,  the 
deponent,  ever  heard  of  was  that  of  '^  San  Carlos,"  which  had  ceased 
its  operations  before  his  arrival  in  Spain  ;  that  during  the  last  above* 
mentioned  period  the  current  interest  paid  by  Spanish  merchants  was 
from  ten  to  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  that  the  interest  paid  by  the 
British  consul  for  large  sums  raised  in  Cadiz  for  the  use  of  the  British 
government  was  ten,  and  in  some  instances,  twelve,  per  cent,  per  an^^ 
num,  and  that  the  same  interest  was  paid  by  the  Spanish  government 
on  several  loans  made  by  them  ;  and  that,  consequently,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  considered  the  legal  interest  whenever  there  was 
an  agreement  to  that  effect,  notwithstanding  the  ancient  usages  and 
laws  of  Spain  which  limited  the  legal  interest  to  six  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

LEWIS  A.  LEDERER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  above  writ« 
ten. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
[l.  b.]    notarial  seal  at  Newburgh. 

D.  W.  BATE, 

Public  Notary. 


No.  44.  H. 

In  the  ccise  of  (he  daim  of  Richard  W,  Meade^  Esq.,  depending  he/ore 
the  honorable  hoard  of  commissioners  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Stages  of  America  and  Spain^  concluded  at 
Washington  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February ^  A.  D.  1819. 

The  depositions  of  John  Leamy,  Henry  Toland,  and  Richard  Rob- 
inet,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before  Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by  him  re* 
duced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affida- 
vits by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  said  John  Leamy  and  Richard  Robinett,  being  severally  sworn, 
on  their  solemn  oaths,  respectively,  do  say:  That  having  had  frequent 
mercuntile  dealings  with  Spain,  and  particularly  with  Cadiz,  for  many 
years  past  to  the  present  time,  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture and  circumstances  of  the  commerce  of  that  country.  They  have 
never  known  nor  heard  of  any  general  circulating  medium  therein 
but  gold  and  silver,  nor  have  they  ever  known  or  heard  of  any  paper 
currency  except  that  which  constituted  the  public  funded  debt  of  the 
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nation,  called  vales  reales,  which  ceased  to  circulate  previous  to  the 
year  1808,  except  uuder  express  and  specific  contracts  for  its  purchase 
and  sale,  as  do  tbe  different  public  stocks  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
During  the  last  war  between  Spain  amd  England,  in  1806,  the  vales 
reales  varied  in  value  from  thirty-six  to  ninety  per  cent,  loss  ;  and 
while  the  siege  of  Cadiz  by  the  French  lasted,  from  January,  1810, 
to  1812,  they  sunk^  and  have  remained  ever  since  so  low  that  they 
were  seldom  or  neyer  spoken  of,  all  sales  or  purchases  being  made  and 
stipulated  in  effective  specie  of  gold  and  silver.  No  banks  existed  in 
Spain ;  the  deponents  never  having  heard  of  but  one,  that  of  Saint 
Charles,  which  ceased  its  operations  prior  to  the  year  1808. 

The  deponents  further  say,  that  during  the  period  which  elapsed 
between  the  years  1808  and  1817,  the  current  interest  mutually  paid 
by  merchants  was  at  the  rate  of  ten  to  twelve  per  cent. ;  that  upon  large 
sums  of  money  borrowed  by  the  British  consul  at  Cadiz,  for  the  use  of 
his  government,  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent,  was  paid,  and  in  some  in- 
stances of  twelve  per  cent. ;  that  a  similar  rate  of  interest  was  paid 
by  the  Spanish  government  upon  several  of  its  loans  made  at  that 
period ;  and  it  was  so  far  recognized  and  considered  to  be  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  as  to  be  recoverable  in  the  tribunals  of  commerce 
upon  agreements  in  which  it  was  stipulated  for.  When  no  special 
agreement,  verbal  or  written,  was  made  upon  the  subject,  the  rate  of 
interest  allowed  by  those  tribunals  was  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  agree- 
ably to  the  ancient  laws  and  usages  of  Spain. 

EICHARD  ROBINETT. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed.  May  4,  1824,  before 

FES.  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner, 

Henry  Toland,  on  his  solemn  oath,  says  that  he  has  read  the  above 
deposition,  and  that  the  facts  stated  therein  are  just  and  true,  except  the 
circumstances  relating  to  the  British  consuls  and  Spanish  governmenir 
loans,  to  which  he  was  not  privy,  and  of  which  he  knows  nothing. 

HENRY  TOLAND. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  May  5,  1824,  before 

FRS.  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  depositions  of  John  Leamy,  Henry 
Tolland,  and  Richard  Robinett,  were  taken  before  me,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced  to 
writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponents,  respectively,  in  my 
presence,  and  that  I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel  or  attorney  for  the 
claimant,  nor  interested  in  the  event  of  the  claim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  fifth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  one  thou- 
Fl.  s.l     sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  at  Philadelphia. 
^  FRS.  HOPKINSON. 
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Bichard  Bobinett  and  John  Leamy,  the  deponents  in  the  within 
depositions  named,  being  further  examined,  on  their  solemn  oaths 
and  affirmations,  respectively,  say  that  though  the  woTdapezospuertes^ 
to  wit,  hard  dollars,  are  usually  made  use  of  in  Spain  and  inserted  in 
contracts  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  goods;  that  the  phrase  is  so 
used  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  distinguish  said  hard  dollars  from 
the  current  dollars  of  which  there  are  two  kinds,  both  fictitious  or 
nominal  moneys,  inasmuch  as  there  are  no  coins  by  which  they  are  repre« 
sen  ted  ;  yet  both  are  equally  effective  as  to  their  intrinsic  value  in 
specie ;  the  one  is  the  current  dollar  of  exchange,  made  use  of  for 
purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  its  value  is  eight  reals  of  plata, 
and  ten  reals  ot  plata  and  ten  quarts  make  one  dollar ;  the  other  is 
called  the  peso  corriente^  or  current  dollar,  being  equal  to  three  quar- 
ters of  a  hard  dollar,  or  seventy-five  cents. 

Whenever  a  contract  or  engagement  is  made  in  current  dollars,  it 
is  so  expressed  in  order  to  distinguish  them  from  the  hard  dollar, 
though  all  are  equally  paid  in  effective  specie. 

The  deponents  further  say,  that  various  other  denominations  of 
money  exist  in  the  different  provinces  of  Spain,  but  though  called  by 
distinct  names,  all  of  them  represent  effective  specie,  and,  as  before 
stated,  no  kind  of  payer  money  is  known  in  Spain  except  the  public 
debt. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 
EICHABD  BOBINETT, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  May  8,  1824,  before 

FES.  HOPKINSON, 

Commissioner. 
• 
I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  depositions  of  Bichard  Bobinett  and 
John  Leamy,  were  talcen  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and 
read  and  subscribed  by  the  deponents,  respectively,  and  that  I  am  not 
concerned  as  attorney  or  counsel  for  the  claimant,  nor  interested  in  the 
event  of  the  claim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  eighth  day  of  May,  A.  D  one  thou- 
I  [l.  s.]     sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  at  Philadelphia. 

FBS.  HOPKINSON. 


No.  44.— H. 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D,,  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  B.  Tunis,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
merchant,  taken  at  Philadelphia  before  Francis  Hopkinson,  and  by 
him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take 
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effidavitB  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Thomas  B.  Tunis,  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  saith :  That 
he  acted  as  vioeKK>n8ul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Cadiz,  in. 
Spain,  in  the  year  1818  ;  that  he  gave  to  Bichard  W.  Meade  at  that 
period  an  official  consular  certificate,  whereof  the  annexed  paper 
marked  (A)  purports  to  he  a  copy  ;  that  he  believes  the  said  copy  to 
be  in  all  respects  a  faithful  and  correct  one,  but  not  having  the  con- 
sular books  within  his  keeping  or  subject  to  his  examination  at  this 
time,  he  is  not  able  to  speas  precisely  aiid  certainly  thereabouts.  The 
facts  stated  in  said  annexed  paper^  however^  m  to  the  rate  of  interest 
common  in  Spain  at  the  period  mentioned  are  true,  both  the  British 
and  Spanish  governments  having  paid  upon  loans  then  efiPected  at  the 
rate  of  ten  and  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that  during  the  time  abovementioned 
all  mercantile  dealings  in  Spain,  as  far  as  they  came  within  his  knowl- 
edge, were  for  cash  or  gold  and  silver,  there  being  no  banks  in  the 
country,  and  no  circulating  paper  medium  except  that  which  repre* 
dented  the  national  debt,  called  vales  rcales,  and  which  became  so 
depreciated  as  rarely  if  ever  to  be  thought  or  spoken  of  in  commercial 
arrangements. 

THOMAS  B.  TUNIS. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  May  3d,  1824^  before 

FBANOIS  HOPKINSON, 

Commimoner, 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Thomas  B.  Tunis  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  pircuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing)  and  read  and  subscribed  by  the 
deponent  in  my  presence,  and  that  I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel  or 
attorney  for  the  claimant,  nor  interested  in  the  event  of  the  (daim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  Heal  this  third  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  at  Philadelphia. 

FBANOIS  HOPKINSON.     [l.  s.] 


No.  45— A. 


We,  the  undersigned,  resident  merchants  in  this  city,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Budolph,  acting  as  agent  for  Mr.  B.  W.  Meade,  of 
this  city,  (at  present  absent,)  do  hereby  certify  that  the  rate  of  in- 
terest paid  on  the  discount  ot  good  bills  or  notes  between  the  years 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight  and  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  that 
is,  during  the  war  between  this  country  and  France,  and  afterwards, 
was  commonly  one  per  cent,  per  month,  or  twelve  per  cent,  per  an* 
uum,  and  in  few  instances  at  a  less  rate,  whilst  oflen  something  more. 
In  faith  of  which,  at  the  solicitation  of  said  Mr.  Budolph,  we  here* 
unto  set  our  hands  at  Cadiz,  this  seventh  day  of  December,  1818. 

SAMUEL  BOBEBTS, 
ANDBEW  DE  ABGUIBEL, 
CHAS.  DES  FONTAINES, 
THOMAS  FLEMMXNG. 
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We,  the  undersigBed^  resident  merchante  in  this  city  of  Oadiz,  for« 
merly  clerks  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Meade,  of 
this  place,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear,  that  to  our  certain  knowledge 
this  gentleman,  daring  the  late  war  between  this  oonntry  and  France, 
for  a  space  of  three  years  was  constantly  in  the  practice  of  negotiating 
his  own  notes  in  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  meet 
his  mercantile  engagements,  and  paying  interest  thereon  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  ind^  sometimes  more,  besides  a 
brokerage  of  one-quarter  per  cent,  every  two  and  three  months,  so 
that  with  the  interest  which  is  always  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
note  discounted,  and  the  brokerage,  Mr.  Meade  could  calculate  that 
at  the  end  of  the  year  any  funds  he  raised  on  interest  would  stand  him 
in  fully  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  per  cent,  annual  interest. 

Given  under  our  hand,  at  tne  request  of  said  B.  W.  Meade,  in 
Cadiz,  the  seventh  day  of  December^  1818. 

JOS.  B.  NEILSON, 
FBEDEBIOK  BUDOLPH, 


CoifSULATB  OF  THB  UNITED  SlATiiS  Olf  AMERICA. 

This  is  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  signatures  of 
the  annexed  writing  of  Samuel  Boberts,  Charles  Dee  Fontaines,  An- 
drew de  Arguibel,  Thomas  Flemming,  Jos.  B.  Neilson,  and  Frederick 
Budolph^  all  respectable  merchants  of  this  city,  are  the  real  hand- 
writing of  said  merchants,  to  me  well  known,  and  to  whose  acts  all 
faith  and  credit  are  due  both  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  this 

seal  of  office,  in  Cadiz,  this  seventh  day  of  December  in 

[l«  s.]      the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

eighteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America  the  forty-third. 

THOMAS.  B.  TUNIS, 

Vice  Oomul, 


No.  46. 

I,  Tobias  Watkins,  late  secretary  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
tinder  the  11th  article  of  the  Florida  treaty,  being  thereto  requested 
by  Bichard  W.  Meade,  esquire,  a  claimant  under  the  said  treaty,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  upon  examination  of  the  books  and  documents  of 
the  said  commission  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  I  find  the  following  facts,  to  wit :  That  the  commissioners  as- 
sembled and  organized  the  board  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  1821,  and 
on  the  14th  day  of  the  same  month  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the 
10th  of  September  following. 


i 
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That  they  did  meet  again  on  the  said  10th  of  September,  and  ad- 
journed on  the  26th  of  the  Bame  month. 

That  the  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade  was  filed  on  the  6th  Jan- 
uary, 1822,  and  that  the  commissioners  assembled  on  the  7th  of  the 
same  month. 

That  on  the  6th  March  the  commissioners  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State^  on  the  subject  of  claims  under  con- 
tract, to  which  they  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Adams  on  the  9th  of 
the  same  month,  1822. 

That  on  the  27th  of  June,  1822,  Mr.  Meade's  memorial  was  ordered 
to  be  marked  as  '^  received"  by  the  board  as  forming  a  claim  within 
the  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  announced  by  the  board  that 
Mr.  Meade  would  be  required  to  give  proof  of  his  citizenship,  and 
that  he  was  not  to  regard  the  acknowledgment  by  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment as  conclusive  evidence  to  support  his  claim  before  the 
board. 

That  the  board  adjourned  on  the  2d  July,  1822,  to  meet  on  the 
15th  October  of  the  same  year ;  and  that  about  the  middle  of  the  same 
month  and  beginning  of  November,  Mr.  Meade  filed  two  supple- 
mental memorials,  No.  1  relating  to  his  citizenship,  and  No.  2  relat- 
ing to  the  further  proofs  of  his  claim,  and  requiring  the  commissioners 
to  call  upon  the  government  of  Spain  should  they  consider  further 
evidence  necessary. 

That  on  the  16th  April,  1823,  H.  L.  White,  president  of  the  board, 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  board,  in  which  it  consented  to  call  on 
Spaia  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  in  the  said  supplemental 
memorials^  No  2. 

That  on  the  17th  April  Mr.  Meade  filed  a  list  of  the  documents  to 
be  required  of  Spain  by  the  commissioners ;  and  that  on  the  ISth  of 
the  same  month  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  order 
of  the  commissioners,  enclosing  to  him  the  list  of  documents  furnished 
by  Mr.  Meade  and  requesting  him  to  call  upon  the  government  of 
Spain  for  them. 

That  on  the  day  last  mentioned  the  board  adjourned  to  meet  again 
on  the  15th  July,  1823  ;  that  they  did  meet  on  this  day  and  adjourn 
on  the  6th  August  following,  to  meet  again  on  the  12th  November 
following. 

That  they  did  so  meet  and  continue  in  session  until  the  final  close 
of  the  board  I  on  the  8th  June,  1824. 

And  that  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  day  previous  to  the  said  final 
adjournment,  I  was  authorized  and  directed  to  inform  Mr.  Meade  that 
his  claim  had  been  rejected. 

And  further,  that  on  the  8th  May,  1824,  Mr.  Adams,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  communicated  to  the  board  copies  of  the  correspondence  t>e* 
twecn  the  American  minister  at  Madrid,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  the  Spanish 
government  in  relation  to  the  documents  asked  for  on  the  part  of  sev- 
eral of  tbe  claimants  under  the  treaty  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  referring  to  the  books  and  documents  afore- 
said, I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  this  8th  day  of  February, 
1826. 

T,  WATKINS. 
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No.  47. 

The  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  hereby  certify  that  this  schedule^  marked  D, 
exhibits  a  true  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  different  sums, 
allowed  by  them  on  account  of  the  loss  of  vessels  or  violation  of  con- 
tracts,  have  been  distributed  among  the  memorialists,  together  with 
the  amount  of  the  whole  sum  allowed  under  each  memorial,  and  the 
sum  actually  awarded  and  to  be  paid  after  an  abatement  at  the  rate  of 
eight  and  one  third  per  centum  has  been  made. 

Done  at  their  rooms,  in  Washington,  this  8th  day  of  June,  1824. 

H.  L.  WHITE. 
W.  KING. 

LITT'N  W.  TAZEWELL. 
Attest:  T.  Wateins. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  certificate  subjoined  to  the  list  of 
claims  awarded  under  the  treaty  referred  to,  and  deposited  in  this 
office  for  the  purpose  of  payment. 

R,  HARBISON. 
Auditob's  Officb,  March  9,  1826. 

Rep.  0.  0.  226 30 
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No.  49. 

En  la  ciudad  de  Londres  en  el  dia  nueve  del  mes  de  Julio  de  mil 
ocho  cientoB  veinte  y  Biete  anos,  ante  mi  Daniel  Simon  Merceron,  es- 
cribano  publico  de  esta  ciudad,  7  en  presencia  de  los  testigos  que  abajo 
firman  comparecio  Don  Alvaro  Florez  Estrada,  intcndente  del  exersito 
y  provincia  de  Sevilla  y  ultimamente  de  Valencia  y  diputado  que  fne 
en  las  Ciortes  por  la  provincia  de  Asturias  en  los  aiios  de  1820  y  1821 
el  qual  tanto  por  haber  tenido  este  destine  como  por  el  particular  e 
intimo  conocimiento  que  antes  y  despues  de  ser  diputado  tuvo  de  las 
justas  reclamacionesdel  ciudadanoBicardo  Meade,  natural  de  Filadelfia, 
contra  el  gobierno  Espanol  y  por  el  Interescon  que  ha  mirado  su  pago 
or  hallarse  comprometido  en  el  el  honor  de  nacion  dijo  y  declaro  coma 
e  hecho  solemnemente  por  la  verdad  dice  y  declara  le  constar  con  todar 
evidencia  que  en  los  conflictos  en  que  se  vio  la  nacion  Espailola  para 
sostener  la  guerra  desde  el  aflo  1808  hasta  el  de  1814  contra  el  Em- 
perado  Buonaparte  el  citado  Meade  facilito  al  gobierno  legitime  Espafiol 
en  virtud  de  contratas  solemnes  y  de  prestamos  sin  interes,  sumas  con- 
siderables en  viveres  y  en  dinero.  A  demas  le  consta  al  ezponente 
como  Intendente  que  ha  sido  de  exercito,  como  es  notorio  igualmente 
a  los  que  en  aquella  epoca  estubieron  al  frente  de  los  negocios  de  la 
nacion  Espafiola  que  esta  se  hubiera  visto  en  la  casi  imposibilidad  de 
sostener  tan  noble  hecha  a  no  haber  sido  por  los  servicios  que  por  medio 
de  dichas  contratas  y  prestamos  le  hizo  Meade.  Consta  igualmente  al 
que  declara  siendo  publico  y  notorio,  que  los  Cortes  de  Cadiz  por  las 
razones  indicadas  determinado  6  individualmente  declararon  denda  na- 
cional  y  sagrada  la  que  dimanaba  de  dichos  contratos  :  encargando  al 

Sobierno  mui  estrechamente  el  page  del  importe  de  lo  que  se  debia  & 
[eade  &  costa  de  ciertos  fondos  aplicados  privilegiadamente  al  objeto. 
Al  que  declara  consta  a  si  mismo  que  no  nabiendo  podido  el  gobierno 
completar  el  pago  a  Meade  cuando  el  Seflor  Don  Fernando  7*.  bolvio 
de  Francia  reconocio  come  deuda  de  la  nacion  el  alcance  que  contra 
ella  tenia  en  aquella  epoca  Meade  y  en  su  consecuencia  su  M.  mando 
formar  una  Junta  especial  compuesta  de  individuos  diferentes  consejos 

Sara  que  con  presencia  de  todos  los  documentos  originates  con  que 
[eade  apoyaba  su  reclamacion,  liquidaran  su  total  importe  rebajadas 
las  sumas  anteriormente  recibidas  por  Meade.  Dicha  Junta  despues 
de  un  prelijo  y  maduro  examen,  dio  dictameu  el  qual  por  real  orden 
p€ksd  &  informe  de  la  contaduria  mayor,  y  en  vista  de  todo  S.  M.  mando 
expedir  &  favor  de  Meade  el  documento  mas  solemne  y  autentico  an- 
torizado  por  su  8ecretario  de  Estado  y  del  Despacho  de  Hacienda  de 
Espaiia  6  Indias,  el  Exmo.  Sefior  Don  Jos^  Canga  Argiielles  del  cual 
resulta  que  el  gobierno  y  la  nacion  Espafiola  son  deudores  al  ciudadano 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  Bicardo  Meade  de  la  cantidad  de 
cuatro  cientos  noventa  y  un  mil^  ciento  cincuenta  y  tres  pesos  fuertes 
y  doce  reales  de  vellon,  cuya  suma  fue  el  finiguito,  y  ultimo  resultado 
del  balance  hecha  sobre  el  importe  de  la  suma  total  de  lo  que  por  titolos 
los  mas  justos  se  le  debia  aun  en  aquella  epoca.  A  el  que  declara  asi 
por  tener  de  ello  la  mas  irrecusable  evidencia  como  por  haber  en  las 
Cortes  de  Madrid  de  1820  y  1821,  y  como  tal  haber  entendido  promo- 
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Yido  por  8u  parte,  y  votado  la  aprobacion  del  tratado  difinitivo  entre 
8.  M.  C.  J  el  Preeidente  de  la  Bepublica  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America  sobre  la  cesion  de  las  Floridas  ;  le  consta,  que,  antes  que  las 
Cortes  se  decidieren  a  coDfirmardichoconyenio  partiendo  del  supuesto 
de  que  la  cesion  de  las  Floridas  se  hacia  para  indemnizar  &  ciertos  ciu- 
dadanos  Americanos  do  yarias  cantidades,  6.  que  se  decian  acreedores 
contra  la  nacion  Espaflola,  quisieron  asegurarse  de  si  en  el  numero  de 
estos  se  comprendia  explicitamente  al  ciudadano  Meade  ;  j  cercioradas 
por  las  respectables  contestaciones,  del  Scnor  Secretario  de  Estado 
de  S.  M.  0.  y  del  Senor  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America, 
Mr.  Forsyth,  de  que  el  ciudadano  Meade  era  uno  de  los  especialmente 
oomprendidos  en  la  indemnizacion  quedebia  hacerse  por  las  Floridas  ; 
prestaron  su  aprobacion  al  referido  tratado,  en  cuya  yirtud  unicamente 
so  pudo  lleyar  a  efecto.  El  que  declara  tiene  la  mas  clara  eyidencia 
de  que  las  Cortes  de  Madrid  acedieron  a  la  cesion  delas  Floridas,  bajo 
la  base  de  que  el  ciudadano  Bicardo  Meade  seria  satisfeclio  por  el  gobi- 
erno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  de  todas  las  sumas  que  aun  se 
le  debian  por  la  nacion  Espaflola  ;  por  ser  dicha  deuda  la  tinica  recon- 
ocida^  y  liquidada  de  cuantas  podian  ser  comprendidas  en  la  nomina 
de  las  reclamaciones  de  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  mo- 
tiyaron  la  cesion  deambas  Floridas,  y  las  cualesno  eran  tan  conocidas 
a  los  Espailoles  en  suorigen  circumstancias,  y  cantidad  como  lo  era  la 
del  ciudadano  Bicardo  Meade. 

En  testimonio  de  lo  qual  el  diclio  compareciente  firmo  el  presente 
con  migo  dicho  escribano  publico,  y  los  testigos  a  que  puse  mi  sello 
de  oficio  al  lado  para  que  pueda  seryir  y  yaler  adonde  y  cuando  con- 
venga  el  dia  y  ano  arriba  mencionado. 

ALVABO  FLOBEZ  ESTADO. 

Testigos : 

Juan  Bico. 
George  Boberts. 

In  testimonium  yeritatis. 

D.  S.  MEBCEBON,  [l.  s.] 

Notary  Pvblic, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London  : 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  cer- 
tify to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Daniel  Simon  Merceron,  who 
hath  signed  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and  that 
to  all  acts  by  him  so  done  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be 
giyen  in  judicature  and  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  haye  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  said  consulate  in  London  aforesaid,  this  7th  day  of 
r        -|  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
*-  '    'J  and  twenty-seyen,  and  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  said  United  States. 

THOS.  ASPINWALL. 
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[Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  Loadon,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  July,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  handred  and  twenty-seven ,  before  me, 
Daniel  Simon  Merceron,  notary  public  of  this  city,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  undersigned  witnesses,  appeared  Don  Alvara  Florez  Estrada, 
commissary  general  of  the  army  and  province  of  Seville,  and  lastly  of 
Valencia,  and  late  deputy  to  the  cortes  for  the  province  of  the  Asta- 
rias,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  who,  as  well  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  having  held  such  office  as  from  the  particular  and 
intimate  knowledge  which  he  had,  both  prior  and  subsequent  to  his 
election  as  deputy,  of  the  just  claims  of  citizen  Richard  Meade,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  against  the  Spanish  government,  as  also  from 
the  interest  he  took  in  the  payment  thereof,  seeing  the  honor  of  his 
nation  was  compromised  therein,  said  and  declared,  as  by  these 
presents  he  doth  solemnly  say  and  declare  for  truth,  that  during  the 
struggles  and  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Spanish  nation  in  main- 
taining and  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  Emperor  Bonaparte,  from 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  to  that  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  said  Meade,  by  means  of  certain 
formal  contracts  and  loans  without  interest  facilitated  and  advanced 
to  the  Spanish  legitimate  government  Considerable  sums  in  provisions 
and  money ;  that  the  deponent  further  well  knows,  in  his  late  quality 
of  commissary  general  of  the  army,  as  is  equally  notorious  to  those 
who  at  that  period  were  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  the  Spanish  na- 
tion, that  the  latter  would  have  found  it  almost  wholly  impracticable 
to  maintain  and  carry  on  such  a  noble  achievement  had  it  not  been  for 
the  services  rendered  it  by  Meade,  by  means  of  the  said  contracts  and 
loans ;  that  it  is  likewise  well  known  to  him,  the  deponent,  being 
equally  public  and  notorious,  that  the  cortes  of  Cadiz,  for  reasons 
above  indicated,  expressly  and  individually  declared  as  a  sacred  and 
national  debt  that  which  arose  from  the  said  contracts,  by  most  strictlj 
charging  the  government  with  the  payment  of  the  amount  of  what 
was  due  to  Meade  out  of  certain  funds  exclusively  appropriated  to  that 
object ;  that  the  deponent  likewise  well  knows  that  the  government, 
not  having  been  able  to  complete  the  payment  to  Meade,  on  the  return 
of  his  Majesty  Ferdinand  YII,  from  France,  acknowledged  as  a  na- 
tional debt  the  balance  which  Meade  had  against  it  at  that  period  ; 
and  his  Majesty,  in  consequence  thereof,  ordered  the  formation  of  a 
special  committee,  composed  of  members  of  various  councils,  in  order 
that  after  an  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  original  documents  pro- 
duced by  Meade  in  support  of  his  claim  they  mieht  liquidate  the  total 
amount  thereof,  after  a  previous  deduction  of  the  sums  antecedently 
received  by  Meade ;  that  the  said  committee,  after  a  careful  and  ma- 
ture examination,  made  a  report,  which  by  a  royal  order  being  re- 
ferred to  the  principal  accountant's  office  at  the  exchecj^uer,  his  Ma- 
jesty, afler  due  consideration  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  ordered 
the  most  formal  and  authentic  documents  to  be  granted  and  despatched 
in  favor  of  Meade,  and  legalized  by  his  Excellency  Don  Jose  Conga 
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Arg^elleSy  his  secretary  of  state  and  of  the  department  of  finances  for 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment  and  the  nation  are  debtors  to  Kichard  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  the  stim  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  hard  dollars  and  twelve  reals 
vellon,  which  sum  was  the  final  close  of  the  account  and  last  result  of 
the  balance  formed  on  the  amount  of  the  aggregate  sum  of  what  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  most  just  vouchers  was  still  due  and  coming  to 
him  at  that  time.  And  the  deponent  equally  well  knows,  as  weU  from 
his  being  in  possession  of  the  most  irrefragable  proof  thereof  as  from 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  a  deputy  to  the  cortes  at  Madrid, 
in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  as  such  having  attended  the  dis- 
cnssion  and  voted  the  approbation  of  the  definitive  treaty  between  his 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  President  of  the  republic  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  touching  the  cession  of  the  Floridas*  That  prior 
to  the  cortes  deciding  on  the  confirmation  of  the  said  treaty,  proceed- 
ing on  the  supposition  that  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  was  made  with 
a  view  to  the  indemnification  of  certain  American  citizens  for  various 
sams  which  they  asserted  themselves  to  be  creditors  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  they  resolved  to  ascertain  whether  in  the  number  of  the  latter 
was  specifically  included  citizen  Meade,  when,  havine  ascertained  by 
the  respectable  answers  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty and  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  citizen  Meade  was  one  of  those  specially  included  in  the  indemni- 
fication that  was  to  be  made  for  the  Floridas,  tbey  gave  their  appro- 
bation to  the  said  treaty,  by  virtue  of  which  alone  the  same  coula  be 
carried  into  efiect.  That  he,  the  deponent,  is  in  possession  of  the  most 
indisputable  proof  that  the  cortes  of  Madrid  acceded  to  the  cession  of 
the  Floridas  on  the  basis  that  citizen  Richard  Meade  should  be  satis- 
fied by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  whole 
of  the  sums  that  were  then  due  and  owing  to  him  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  as  being  the  only  recognized  and  liquidated  debt 
among  all  such  debts  as  might  be  included  in  the  list  of  the  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  which  occasioned  the  cession  of  the 
two  Floridas,  and  which  claims,  so  far  as  regards  the  origin,  circum* 
stances,  and  amount  thereof,  were  not  so  well  known  to  the  Spaniards 
as  that  of  citizen  Bichard  Meade. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  appearer  hath  signed  with  me,  the 
said  notary  and  witnesses,  and  I  have  caused  my  notarial  firm  and 
seal  to  be  hereto  affixed,  to  serve  and  avail  where  need  may  require, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

ALVARA  FLOREZ  ESTRADA. 
Witnesses : 

Juan  Rico. 

Gborqb  Roberts. 

In  testimonium  veritatis. 

D.  S.  MERCERON,  [l.  s.l 

Notary  Public, 
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No.  50. 

Certijioate  of  some  of  the  first  legal  characters  of  Spain  as  to  the  validity 

of  Mr.  Meade's  daim  on  Spain. 

As  gentlemen  well  instructed  in  and  duly  admitted  to  practice  the 
law  in  the  royal  councils  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  illustrious  college 
of  this  city  of  Cadiz,  we  request  your  opinion  on  the  following  particu- 
lars, in  order  that  it  may  serve  as  testimony  in  case  of  need  : 

1.  Whether,  in  order  to  give  a  sentence  or  decision  in  any  extraor^ 
dinary  case,  either  civil  or  criminal,  the  King  of  Spain,  in  virtue  of 
his  prerogatives,  is  accustomed  to  create  a  tribunal  or  special  commis- 
sion, whose  decisions,  after  they  have  been  approved  of  by  the  King, 
possess  as  much  or  more  force  and  value  than  those  given  by  any  ordi- 
nary tribunal  or  even  by  the  supreme  councils. 

2.  The  secretary  of  state  and  department  of  finance  says,  in  his 
o£Scial  letter  of  the  2d  of  May,  1820,  to  Mr.  Blchard  Meade,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  By  a  royal  order  of  the  26th  of  January,  of  the  last  year,  remitted 
to  the  minister  of  the  department  of  finance  by  the  secretary  of  the 
department  of  state — the  demands  made  out  in  due  form — respecting 
your  claims  against  the  national  treasury,  and  damages  sufiered  by 
you,  which  were  transmitted  and  supported  by  the  Minister  from  the 
United  States  of  America  to  this  court — a  junta  of  ministers  being 
named  by  the  King  to  attend  to  the  liquidation  of  all  the  claims  pre- 
sented, and  which  should  be  substantiated  by  you,  together  with  the 
reclamations  you  presented  to  it.  It  consulted  his  Majesty  on  the 
subject,  and  he  having  conformed  himself  thereto,  the  aforesaid  junta 
extended  and  made  out  in  due  form  the  certificate  of  the  total  credit 
that  resulted  in  your  favor  against  the  national  treasury,  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  9,823,073  reals  of  vellon  and  11  maravedis  in  the  terms 
and  for  the  reasons  expressed  in  it ;  which  document,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  his  Majesty  annexed  thereto  and  signed  by  me,  I  transmit 
to  you  by  royal  order  for  your  security,  and  for  such  other  pur- 
poses as  it  maybe  required  for." 

Question.  Whether  the  certificate  spoken  of  in  the  foregoing  royal 
order  and  obtained  by  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  signed  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  having  confirmed  the  decree 
of  tbe  ministers  who  composed  the  junta^  is  the  most  valid  and  legal 
document  to  establish  what  the  government  of  Spain  owe  him  ? 

Answer.  The  King  our  Lord,  actuated  by  his  paternal  desires  of 
always  doing  justice,  is  accustomed  to  encharge  the  examination  of 
arduous  and  difficult  affairs  to  some  councillors  and  ministers  of  his 
particular  confidence,  of  whom  he  orders  a  junta  to  be  formed,  in  order 
that,  after  a  prolix  and  minute  examination  of  all  the  antecedents,  they 
should  consult  his  will  on  their  report.  This  being  done  and  meriting 
the  sovereign  approbation,  the  competent  royal  orders  are  issued  by 
the  secretary  of  the  department  to  which  the  affair  appertains,  and 
are  communicated  to  the  other  departments  and  tribunals  who  must 
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attend  to  its  execution,  since  it  is  not  considered  as  a  decree  of  the 
junta  or  commission,  but  as  a  resolution  of  his  Majesty,  and  there  can 
be  no  appeal  to  prevent  a  compliance  therewith  as  there  would  be  in 
the  ordinary  cases  of  appellation  or  supplication  from  the  sentence  and 
decisions  of  the  inferior  tribunals  and  the  superior  tribunals^  and  even 
from  the  supreme  council  itself. 

It  follows  from  this  certain  fact  that,  th'^re  being  no  other  channel 
than  that  of  its  respective  department,  by  which  are  circulated  the 
determinations  of  his  Majesty,  the  orders  issued  and  made  known  by 
the  secretary  of  the  department,  to  whom  the  affair  belongs,  are 
royal  orders  or  laws  as  well  as  the  documents  that  accompany  them  ; 
bearing  the  authenticity  of  the  signature  of  the  minister  they  are 
"worthy  of  all  due  credit  and  are  more  valid  than  any  other  instru- 
ment, because  in  them  the  resolution  of  H.  M.  is  expressed,  and  con- 
tained in  the  royal  order^  which  is  a  document  of  such  peculiar  force 
and  merit  that  every  tribunal  before  whom  it  may  be  presented  must 
obey  it.  This  is  what  we  can  say  upon  the  two  questions  proposed 
to  us. 

Licdo.  JOSE  DE  8T0.  DOMINGO. 

Sr.  Don  ANTONIO  MRTZ.  DE  POSADA. 

Licdo.  Dn.  JOSEF  MARIA  CORDERO. 
Cadiz,  May  24,  1824. 

The  foregoing  is  certified  by  the  American  consul,  stating  that  the 
gentlemen  signing  it  are  respectable  lawyers  of  Cadiz. 
Same  date. 

Como  caballeros  letrados  abogados  de  los  R.  S.  consejos  de  la  nacion 
y  del  ylustre  colegio  de  esta  plaza  de  Cadiz  se  consultan  a  Y.S.S.  los 
particulares  siguientes,  para  que  sus  dictamenes  sirvan  de  testificac" 
si  fneren  conformes : 

l"".  Que  para  dar  una  sentencia  6  decision  en  cases  estraordinarios 
tanto  civiles,  como  crln^inales,  el  Rey  de  Espana  en  virtud  de  sus  pre- 
rogativas,  acustumbra  crear  un  tribunal,  6  comision  especial  cuyas  de- 
cisiones  cuando  las  ha  aprobado  el  Rey,  tienen  tanto,  6  mas  fuerza  que 
las  dadas  por  cualquier  tribunal  ordinario,  6  aun  por  el  mismo  supremo 
consejo. 

2^  En  papel  de  2  de  Mayo  de  1820,  se  dijo  a  Dn.  Ricardo  Meade  por 
el  Seilor  Secretario  de  Estado  y  del  Despacho  de  Hacienda  lo  que  sigue: 

^^  Con  real  orden  de  26  de  Enero  del  ailoprocsimo  pasado  se  remiti- 
eron  a  este  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  por  el  Senor  Secretario  del  Despacho 
de  Estado  las  reclamaciones  formalizadas  por  vind  acerca  de  su  credito 
contra  la  hacienda  nacional  y  perjuicios  sufridos  k  su  consequencia,  las 
cuales  fueron  pasadas  y  apoyadas  por  el  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Uni- 
dos  de  America  en  este  corte.  nombrada,  por  el  Rey  una  junta  de  Min* 
istro  para  entender  en  la  liquidacion  de  todos  los  creditos  quel  presen- 
tase  y  acreditase,  y  en  las  reclamaciones  que  hiciese  ;  consulto  a  S.M. 
8U  dictamen  sobre  el  particular,  y  haciendo,  &c.,  conformado  con  el, 
ha  estendido  y  formalizado  la  cspresada  junta  la  certificacion  del  total 
credito  que  resulta  4  favor  de  vind  y  contra  la  Hacienda  Nacional,  im- 
portante  &  una  suma  la  cantidad  de  9,823,073  reales  vellon  11  mara- 
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▼ediroB  en  lo8  terminos  j  per  las  razones  que  se  eBpresan  en  el,  onyo 
docnmento  con  la  aprobacion  de  S.M.  &  su  continnacion  firmada  por  mi 
paBO  &  manos  de  vind  de  real  orden  para  su  reguardo  j  demas  fines 
que  le  conrengan/' 

Que  la  certificacion  de  qne  se  habla  en  la  real  orden  precopiada  y 
obtuvo  Don  Ricardo  Meade  firmada  por  el  Seflor  Ministro  de  Hacienda 
&  consequencia  de  haverse  conformado  S.  M.  con  el  dictamen  de  los 
Ministros  que  compusieron  la  junta,  es  el  documento  mas  valido  j  b& 
haciente  de  lo  qne  el  govierno  de  Espafla  le  debe. 

El  Bey  N.  S.  llevado  de  sub  paiernales  deseos  de  asegurar  siempre- 
la  justicia,  aoostumbra  en  negoctos  arduos  y  dificiles  encargar  el  ex- 
amen  de  elloB  &  algunos  consejeros  y  ministroB  de  su  particular  confi- 
anza,  de  los  cuales  manda  formar  una  junta,  para  que  despues  de  re- 
conocidoB  prolna  y  deteindamente  todos  los  antecedentes,  le  consulten 
BU  parecer.  Verificado  esto  y  mereciendo  la  soberana  aprobacion,  se 
espiden  las  reales  ordenes  competentes  por  el  Seflor  Secretario  del  Des- 
pacho  aque  pertenece  el  asunto  y  comunican  &  los  otros  ministerios  y 
aemas  tribunales  ql.  deben  entender  en  su  ejecucion,  pues  no  oonside- 
randose  como  providencia  de  la  junta  6  comision,  sino  como  una  reso- 
Incion  de  S.  M.  no  hay  recurso  alguno  para  impedir  su  cumplimiento, 
assi  como  habria  los  ordinaries  de  apelacion  6  saplicacion  de  las  sen- 
tencias  y  decisiones  d  los  juzgados,  de  los  tribunales  superiopes,  y  aun 
de  las  del  supremo  consejo. 

8e  sigue  de  este  constante  supuesto,  que  no  habiendo  otro  conducto 
que  el  del  respective  ministerio  para  circular  se  las  determinaciones  de 
8.  M.^  son  reales  ordenes  las  que  se  espiden  y  comunican  por  el  Sefior 
Secretario  del  Despacho  aque  pertenece  el  asunto,  y  los  documentos 
que  con  ellas  se  acompafian,  llevando  la  autorizacion  de  su  firma, 
merecen  toda  fe,  y  tienen  mayor  yalor  que  todos  los  instrumentos,  por 
que  sobre  aquellos  recar  la  resolucion  de  S.  M.  contenida  en  la  real 
ordeuj  que  es  documento  de  tan  especial  fuerza  y  merito,  que  todos  lo» 
tribunales  en  donde  fuere  presentado  deben  obedecerle. 

Esto  es  cuanto  debemos  decir  sobre  los  dos  particulares  couBultados^ 
Cadiz,  24  de  Mayo  de  1824. 

Licdo.  JOSf:  DE  STO.  DOMINaO. 

Sr.  Dn.  ANTONIO  MRNZ.  DE  POSADA. 

Licdo.  Dn.  JOSEF  MARIA  CORDERO. 

Consular  office  of  tub  United  States  of  America  : 

These  are  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  Messrs.  Josef 
Maria  Cordero  and  JosS  de  Sto.  Domingo,  licentiates,  and  Mr.  An- 
tonio Martinez  de  Posada,  doctor,  whose  signatures  appear  above,  are* 
respectable  lawyers  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and  credit  are  due 
to  their  acts  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
Fl  8  1     ^^^^^>  ^^  *^^®  *^®  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of* 
L  •   'J     our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  of* 
the  independence  of  the  said  United  States  the  forty-eighth. 

PETER  LASSALETTA, 
Vice  and  Acting  Oonsul.. 
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No,  51. 

Cadiz,  March  21,  1816. 

Most  Excellent  Sib  :  I  cannot  t^ll  your  excellency  to  which  class 
Mr.  Richard  Meade  belongs,  whether  to  that  of  a  foreigner  or  to  that 
of  a  Spanish  citizen,  without  being  acquainted  with  his  civil  qualifi- 
cations, although  it  be  a  notorious  fact  that  he  is  not  married  to  a 
Spanish  lady,  yet  he  may  possess  real  estate ;  he  may  have  resided 
more  than  ten  years  in  this  kingdom,  he  may  have  made  application 
and  become  a  denizen,  he  may  have  expressly  renounced  his  rights  as 
a  foreigner  and  solicited  to  be  considered  as  a  Spaniard.  All  these 
are  legal  means  to  acquire  that  title  and  to  enjoy  the  privileges  at- 
tached  to  it,  but  all  these  qualifications  could  not  be  of  any  service  to 
him  if  he  continues  having  his  name  entered  in  the  mairtcvla  or  reg- 
ister book  of  the  consular  office  of  his  nation,  such  qualifications,  being 
considered  as  a  proof  of  his  intention  to  reside  in  the  country  and  of 
renouncing  his  national  rights,  are  destroyed  by  the  very  circumstance 
of  his  being  registered  in  the  consular  books,  this  being  considered  as 
a  proof  of  his  claiming  those  rights  which  he  should  renounce.  Thus 
it  appears  to  me  that  your  excellency,  who  reunites  the  quality  of 
jud^e  of  foreigners,  can  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Richard  Meade  is  a 
foreigner  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  such,  or  considered 
and  treated  as  a  Spaniard,  upon  which  ground  the  second  part  of  the 
information  required  must  he  founded.  If  your  excellency  should 
think  proper  I  will  express  my  opinion  thereon.  May  Q-od  preserve 
your,  excellency  many  years. 

Most  excellent  sir, 

JOAQUIN  DE  LA  PENA  T  SANTANDER. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Captain  Gbnebal. 

Cadiz,  March  28,  1816. 

Let  it  be  sent  back  again  to  the  assessor  general  of  the  sub-delega- 
tion with  the  answer  herewith  enclosed,  that  he  may  extend  the  re- 
port accordingly,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  present  official  note. 

CA8TELLD0RRIUS. 

Cadiz,  April  26,  1816. 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  being  registered  in  the 
mairtcvla  and  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  his  nation,  must  be 
considered  as  a  foreigner  not  resident,  (transeunte.)  The  time  that 
he  has  resided  in  this  city,  nor  any  other  qualification  whatever,  can 
be  of  any  use  to  him  to  obtain  naturalization,  because  all  the  qualifi- 
cations re<][uired  by  the  law  to  obtain  that  right  and  the  rights  an- 
nexed to  it  imply  the  indispensable  condition  of  renouncing  the 
national  rights,  and  these  are  very  evidently  preserved  while  the  in* 
dividual  is  registered  in  the  consular  books  of  his  nation  and  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  the  flag  ;  therefore  it  is  very  clear 
that  Mr.  Richard  Meade  must  be  considered  as  a  foreigner.  Upon 
this  principle  I  think  that  his  Majesty,  having  determined  that  the 
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claims  against  the  royal  treasury  belonging  to  foreigners  should  be 
an  exception  of  the  general  order  by  which  all  the  claims  against  the 
royal  treasury  should  be  incorporated  with  the  public  debt,  and  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade  being  a  claim  of  a  foreigner,  he  ought  to  be  com- 
pensated in  this  exception.  I  cannot  be  induced  to  change  my 
opinion  by  the  contrary  resolution  of  the  intendent  of  Seville,  nor  by 
the  reasons  in  which  he  founds  it.  Your  excellency  will  report  as 
you  may  think  most  proper. 
Most  excellent  sir, 

JOAQUIN  DE  LA  PENA  Y  SANTANDER. 

The  marquis  of  Castelldorriua  to  hia  eocoeUency  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

Gadiz,  April  SO,  1816. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  By  the  original  official  notes  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellency,  no  doubt  remains  that  Mr. 
Bichard  Meade  must  be  considered  as  a  foreigner,  being  of  no  service 
to  him  to  obtain  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  neither  the  time  of  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  nor  any  other  qualification  whatever,  therefore  as 
his  Majesty  determined  that  the  debts  of  foreigners  against  the  royal 
treasury  should  be  an  exception  of  the  royal  order  by  which  all  the 
debts  that  weighed  upon  the  royal  treasury  were  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  national  debt,  that  of  Mr.  Meade  being  comprehended  in  this 
class,  he  ought  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rest.  I  give 
this  as  my  opinion  in  compliance  to  the  order  of  your  excellency, 
dated  February  last,  which  accompanied  the  documents  of  the  case 
in  question,  but  your  excellency  can  resolve  what  you  may  think 
most  proper,  after  considering  the  documents  herewith  enclosed  and 
the  other  papers  of  the  proceedings  in  this  case,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  return.     May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

Copy  of  the  official  note  communicated  to  the  treasurer  of  the  army  and 

of  the  royal  finance  of  Cadiz, 

Seville,  September  9,  1816. 

The  general  treasurer  of  the  kingdom  makes  mo  the  following  com- 
munication, under  date  of  the  3d  instant :  The  following  royal  order 
has  been  communicated  to  me  under  the  date  of  August  the  22d,  by 
the  department  of  finance :  ^^  In  conformity  to  the  report  of  the 
council  of  finance  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  respecting  the  demand 
of  Messrs.  Bichard  Byan,  Bichard  Meade,  Francis  Scott,  Bichard 
Hackley,  and  Peter  Charles  Tupper,  who,  as  foreigners,  solicit  that 
their  respective  claims  against  the  royal  treasury  be  comprehended  in 
the  exception  made  in  favor  of  foreigners  as  declared  by  the  royal 
order  of  September  the  12th,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  their 
debts  should  be  paid  as  it  was  promised  to  them,  and  according  to 
said  royal  order  of  September  the  12th,  after  the  same  are  duly 
liquidated  ;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  his  M^esty  that  a  due  regard 
and  preference  may  be  paid  to  Mr.  Peter  Charles  Tupper  for  the 
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special  ciroumstances  under  which  he  made  the  delivery  of  the 
articles  from  which  his  claim  proceeds,  and  that  he  may  he  informed 
that  his  Majesty  acknowledges  and  is  pleased  with  his  good  services. 
I  make  this  communication  for  your  own  government  and  for  other 
purposes.  May  God  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 
The  intendent  being  busy, 

JOS£  GONZALES  CARVAJAL. 
To  his  Lordship  the  Trbasurer 

Of  the  Army  and  of  the  Rayed  Finance  of  Cadiz. 

ExMO.  SoR :  Para  que  yo  pudiera  decir  &  V.E.  en  que  clase  est& 
oomprendido  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  si  en  la  de  extrangero  o  vecino 
Espafiol,  era  necesario  que  yo  supiera  las  qualidades  que  le  asisten. — 
Aunque  sea  notorio  que  no  estS  casado  con  Espafiola,  puede  sin  embargo 
haber  hecho  adquisiciones  de  bienes  raizes,  morar  mas  de  diez  aflos  en 
estos  Reynos,  pedido  y  obtehido  vecindad  en  ellos,  renunciado  expre* 
sam^.  sus  dros.  de  extrangero  y  sclicitado  que  se  le  tenga  por  Espaflol. 
Todos  serian  medios  legales  de  ganar  ese  titulo,  y  hacerse  participe  de 
sus  erogaciones,  pero,  si  apesar  de  ellos,  se  ha  conservado  inscrito  en 
la  matricula,  en  ese  caso  nada  le  aprovecharan  las  denias  qualidades, 
porq''.  estan  estimadas  coroo  una  prueba  del  animo  de  residir  y  renun- 
cia  de  sus  dros.  nacionales,  que  at  contrario  se  entienden  reclamados 
por  la  referida  anotacion.  Asi  me  parece  precise  que  Y.E.,  pues  que 
reune  la  qualidad  de  Juez  de  extrangeros,  podr&  facilmente  adqiiirir 
un  conociui^.  exacto  de  si  lo  es  D"^.  Ricardo  Meade  en  goze  de  dros.  de 
tal,  6  siestS,  considerado  y  tratado  como  Espanol,  sobre  cuyo  funda- 
mento  ha  de  apoyarse  el  segundo  extremo  del  informe  en  que  si  Y.E. 
lo  estimase,  le  manifestare  mi  opinion.  D*.  G^*.  a  V.E.  M*.  A*.  Cadiz 
21  de  Marzo  de  1816.  Exmo.  Sors  Joaquin  de  la  Peiia  y  Santander. 
Exmo.  Sor.  Cap".  General. 

Cadiz  28  de  Marzo  de  1816.— Vuelya  al  S".  Asesor  G*'.  de  la  Sub- 
delez"'*'.  con  la  contestacion  que  se  incluye,  para  que  en  su  vista  se 
sirva  ampliar  su  informe  segun  expresa  en  el  presente  oficio.  Castell- 
dosrius. 

Exmo.  Sor  :  Conservandose  alistado  bajo  el  Pabellon  de  su  nacion 
D".  Bicardo  Meade,  es  precise  considerarlo  por  extrangero  transeunle, 
sin  que  le  aproveche  p*.  gana  vecindario,  el  tiempo  de  residencia  en 
esta  ciudad,  ni  alguna  otra  qualidad,  pues  que  todas  los  que  por  las 
leyes,  sirven  p*.  obtener  aquel  derecho,  y  el  que  atribuye  la  conatura- 
lizacion  en  esto  Reyno  importail  la  precisa  condicion  de  renunciar  a 
los  de  su  Pais,  que  se  cbnservan  evidentemetite  manteniendose  inscrito 
en  la  matricula  de  su  consulado  y  en  goze  de  los  Privilegios  del  Pabellon. 
Por  tanto  no  queda  duda  de  que  D*^.  Ricardo  debe  ser  considerado  como 
tal  extrangero — supuesto  esta  cualidad,  yo  encuentro  que  quapdo  S. 
M.  determino  que  al  credito  publico  hubiese  de  pagar  las  deudas  que 
peeaban  sobre  la  Tesoreria  mayor,  exceptuo  expresam^.  las  extrangero, 
oajo  cuya  denominacion  se  encuentra  la  de  Meade,  no  pudiendo  ren- 
dirme  a  opinar  de  otro  modo,  la  resolucion  contraria  del  S'*'.  Ynten- 
dente  de  SevUla,  ni  el  dictamen  en  que  le  apoya  V.E.  evacuar&  el 
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informe  corno  lo  estiene  mas  arreglado.     Cadiz  26  de  Abril  de  1816. 
Exmo.  Sor.  Joaquin  de  la  Pefia  y  Santander. 

ExHO.  Sor  :  For  los  adjuDtos  oficios  que  origiuales  paso  a  manos  de 
Y.E.  no  queda  duda  en  que  D^  Bicardo  Meade  seb^  ser  considerado 
como  tal  extrangero  transeunte,  sin  que  le  autorize  p*.  ganar  vecin* 
dario  el  tiempo  de  residencia  en  esta  ciudad^  ni  alguna  otra  cualidad, 
por  coneiguiente,  quando  S.M.  determino  que  el  credito  publico  pagase 
las  deuda  que  pesan  sobre  la  Tesoreria  mayor,  exceptud  las  extran- 
geroB^  en  cuyo  caso  seden  cuentra  la  de  Meade,  que  debe  en  mi  concepto 
ser  satisfecha  como  las  demas  de  su  clase.  No  obstante,  Y.E.  con 
yista  de  los  documentos  que  se  incluyen,  y  lo  demas  que  resulte  del 
expediente,  qtie  de  vuelvo,  se  senrira  resolver  lo  que  fuere  de  su  agra- 
do,  pues  yo  dexo  cumplida  la  orden  de  V.E.  de  Febrero  ult*.  con  que 
se  8irvi8  acompanarme  el  expediente  en  question.  D".  G"**.  &  V.E. 
M-.  A*.  Cadiz,  30  de  Abril  de  1816.  El  Marquis  de  Castelldosrius. 
Exmo.  Sor.  Sec*,  de  Estado  y  del  despacho  de  Hacienda. 


No.  52. 

Mr.  Ricbard  W.  Meade,  of  Pliiladelphia,  has  submitted  to  my  ex- 
amination a  deposition  of  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra,  dated  at  Philadel- 
phia the  23d  of  April,  1824,  and  taken  before  Francis  Hopkinson,  and 
by  him  reduced  to  writing.     On  that  part  of  this  deposition  which 
relates  t6  myself,  I  certify  that  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  conversa- 
tion with  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra  and  Thomas  Yturis,  both  of  whom 
were  deputies  of  cortes  in  1820,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Meade's  claim. 
No  persons  ever  presented  themselves  to  me  as  a  committee  of  the 
Spanish  cortes  during  my  residence  in  Madrid  as  the  minister  of  the 
IJnited  States.     If  I  ever  had  any  conversation  with  these  deputies  on 
the  subject  of  the  Florida  treaty,  I  was  entirely  unconscious  that  they 
spoke  with  me  by  the  authority  of  that  body,  or  that  any  importance 
was  attached  to  the  opinion  I  might  express.     It  is  proper  to  add  that 
I  should  have  stated  on  such  an  application  that  I  believed  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  was  provided  for, in  the  treaty  of  cession.    This  opinion  was 
expressed  freely  to  all  who  conversed  with  me,  and  may  have  been, 
and  no  doubt  was,  to  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra  in  the  presence  of  Yturis. 
The  only  conversation  1  distinctly  recollect  was  held  with  Martinez  de 
la  Bosa,  also  a  deputy  of  the  cortes,  and  of  the  commission  to  whom 
was  referred  the  treaty  of  1819.     Having  learned  by  accident  that  an 
attempt  was  about  to  be  made  to  make  a  distinction  favorable  to  Meade, 
between  his  claim  and  the  claims  of  other  persons  embraced  in  the 
treaty,  I  expressed  my  conviction  to  M.  de  la  Rosa,  that  the  claim 
was  just  and  was  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
left  to  share  the  same  fate  as  to  its  payment  with  the  equally  just 
claims  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  States.    The  cortes  deliberated 
in  secret  sessions  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  and  of  Meade's 
claim.     The  little  information  I  could  obtain  of  what  was  done  was 
communicated  to  your  government,  and  is  on  file  in  the  Department 
of  State     From  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  did  not  consider  myself  at 
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all  answerable  for  the  correctness  of  the  information  procared  and 
oommnnicated:  The  conversation  I  have  stated  with  M.  De  la  Bosa 
was  not  considered  by  me  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  any  of  my  letters  written  at  Madrid,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  stated  in  writing  to  the  department  since  my  return 
home. 

I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I  do  not  question  the  accu* 
racy  of  Joseph  Moreno  Guerra's  statement  further  than  relates  to  my 
conversation  with  him  and  Yturis  as  a  committee  from  the  cortes. 
The  cortes  may  have  given  them  such  a  commission,  and  the  conver- 
sation may  have  been  held  in  consequence  thereof.  If  it  was^  I  have 
no  recollection  of  it ;  did  not  know  that  they  were  conversing  with  me 
officially,  and  certainly  did  not  say  more  than  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim 
was  included  in  the  treaty  of  1819. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Georgetown,  December  10,  1824. 

District  gf  Columbia,  County  of  Washingiony  to  wit: 

On  this  19fch  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  appeared  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  the  Hon. 
John  Forsyth,  who  acknowledged  the  annexed  statement  to  be  in  his 
handwriting,  and  at  the  same  time  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law, 
that  the  facts  therein  stated  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

Sworn  before: 

JOSEPH  FORREST. 

Dear  Sir:  I  return  to  you  Moreno  Guerra's  deposition,  with  a 
statement  of  what  I  recollect  on  the  subject  of  your  claim.  This  state- 
ment, if  necessary,  will  be  given  on  oath.  If  it  is  desirable  that  I 
should  give  you  any  further  certificate,  or  attend  the  court  to  give 
them  any  verbal  explanations,  I  will  do  either  with  great  pleasure. 

Your  obedient, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


No.  53. 

I,  Gi>uverneur  Kemble,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  now  in  the  city  of  Washington,  at  the 
request  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare,  that  I 
was  in  the  city  of  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  a  part  of  the  years  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  and  fourteen;  that  1  was  personally  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  having  had  large  com- 
mercial transactions  with  him ;  that  previously  to  my  arrival  in  Spain 
he  had  been  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  government,  from  whicn  he 
was  released  on  bail  after  a  detention  of  some  months,  as  I  was  then 
informed ;  that  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment  was  a  publication  made 
by  him  and  addressed  to  the  regency  and  the  public,  stating  his  de- 
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mands  against  the  government,  with  complaints  against  the  regency 
relative  thereto.  These  pablications,  written  in  Spanish,  were  perused 
by  me  at  that  time,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  the  same  as  now  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners.  The  contents  and  statements  generally 
therein  made  were  subjects  of  public  notoriety,  and  frequent  conver- 
sations with  both  Americans  and  Spaniards,  in  the  course  of  which  I 
never  on  any  occasion  remember  to  have  heard  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Meade's  statements  in  any  way  questioned ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
Spaniards  always  bore  testimony  to  the  essential  services  rendered  to 
their  then  almost  hopeless  cause  by  the  timely  supplies  of  Mr.  Meade, 
amounting  in  all,  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  many  millions  of 
dollars.  These  supplies  were  made,  I  think,  principally  in  flour  and 
rice,  having  myself  sold  a  quantity  of  flour  to  Mr.  Meade,  which  was 
delivered)  as  I  then  understood,  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  I 
can  fairly  state  that  I  would  not  have  delivered  the  same  flour  to  the 
government  at  the  prices  which  I  understood  Mr.  Meade  was  to  have 
received,  and  I  should  further  state  that  I  was  regularly  paid  by  Mr. 
Meade,  according  to  contract,  for  all  the  flour  delivered  to  him  or  his 
order*  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Meade's  imprisonment  he  stated  his  debt 
to  be  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  1  believe  to  have  been 
correct,  as  I  have  never  heard  the  statement  doubted ;  indeed,  I  heard 
of  large  sums  having  been  paid  to  him  on  this  account,  and  particu- 
larly of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  money,  which  was 
paid  by  order  of  the  cortes,  I  think,  out  of  the  duties  on  a  large 
quantity  of  specie,  which  about  that  time  arrived  in  a  Spanish  frigate 
from  Havana ;  and  it  was  on  this  occasion,  or  shortly  after,  that  the 
same  body  ordered  public  thanks  to  be  given  him  for  the  great  and 
meritorious  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the  government ;  in 
fact,  it  was  the  belief  at  that  time  that  the  failure  of  the  government 
to  comply  with  their  engagements  with  Mr.  Meade  arose  altogether 
from  necessity,  and  that  there  existed  on  their  part  every  disposition 
to  do  him  justice.  I  cannot  precisely  state  the  rate  of  exchange  on 
England  in  1813  or  1814,  but  I  remitted  some  money  to  England, 
through  the  north  of  Spain,  which,  I  think,  gave  a  profit  of  about 
thirty-six  per  cent.,  such  was  the  great  demand  ibr  specie,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wants  of  the  British  army,  then  in  the  Peninsula,  but 
shortly  after  the  same  armies  entered  France  the  exchange  fell  to  par, 
and,  I  believe,  even  below  it. 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Meade  by  the  failure  in  payment  of  certain  bills  of 
the  government  on  Vera  Cruz  or  Mexico,  amounting,  as  I  then  under- 
stood, to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  he  sent  out  a 
vessel  with  a  special  agent,  must  have  been  very  great,  particularly 
if,  in  addition  to  damages  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum  then  current  in  Cadiz,  you  add  the  destruction  of  his  com- 
mercial establishment  arising  from  the  detention  of  so  large  a  sum  of 
money.  In  Spain  the  accounts  of  merchants  are  mostly  kept  in  reals 
vellon,  of  which  twenty  go  to  the  dollar,  but  all  payments  are  made 
and  transactions  understood  to  be  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  the  only 
currency  known  in  the  country. 

GOUV.  KEMBLE. 
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DiBTHiOT  OF  OoLUMBUi  Wcohington  couniy^  to  ml: 

On  the  2lBt  day  of  May,  1824,  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  sub- 
scribed and  sworn  before  me. 

WILLIAM  WATERS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No,  54. 

In  the  case  of  the  claim  of  Bichard  W.  Meade,  esq.,  depending  before 
the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington,  on  the  22d  day  of  February^  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Joseph  Morena  de  Guerra,  taken  at  Philadelphia^ 
before  Francis  Hopbinson,  and  by  him  reduced  to  writing,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerra,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose 
and  say :  That  he  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Bambla,  province  of  Cor- 
dova, Andalusia,  in  Spain,  and  is  aged  forty-six  years  and  upwards ; 
that  he  was  duly  elected  from  his  native  province  a  deputy  to  the  na- 
tional cortes  of  Spain  in  the  year  1820,  for  that  and  the  following 
year,  1821,  and  that  the  said  cortes  assembled  at  Madrid  on  the  7th 
day  of  July,  1820 ;  that  on  or  about  the  beginning  of  October,  in  the 
same  year,  the  cortes  discussed  the  question  relating  to  the  treaty 
signed  during  the  year  before,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  involving  a  cession  of  the  two 
Floridas.  At  the  same  time  a  special  committee,  to  whom  the  busi- 
ness of  that  treaty  had  been  referred,  made  a  report  on  a  memorial 
previously  presented  by  the  a^ent  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  United  States,  claiming  an  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him  by  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Spain.  This  committee  in  their  report  informed  the  cortes  that,  in 
order  to  decide  definitively  upon  the  claim  of  the  memorialist,  it  was 
necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  amount  of  money  due  to  Bichard 
W.  Meade,  and  to  those  who  were  represented  by  him,  had  been 
included  among  those  claims  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  undertook  to  pay,  and  from  which  it  was  wholly  to  exonerate 
Spain  ;  for  if  this  should  not  prove  to  have  been  done,  the  debt  owing 
to  Bichard  W.  Meade  in  particular  ought  immediately  to  be  paid,  as 
it  was  considered  a  national  debt,  arising  either  directly  out  of  con- 
tracts or  the  consequences  of  contracts  made  by  him  in  aid  of  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  Spain  at  the  most  critical  periods  of  the 
revolution  ;  that  at  the  periods  of  those  contracts,  and  in  the  full  con- 
fidence that  they  would  be  fulfilled,  the  services  of  said  Meade  had 
been  of  the  most  important  kind,  and  that  the  sum  for  which  payment 
was  required  had  been  liquidated  and  fixed  by  a  special  commission  of 
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oounsellors  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  his  Majesty  the  King,  who 
had  subsequently  sanctioned  and  approved  the  settlement. 

In  consequence  of  this  report  of  the  committee  it  was  proposed  in  the 
cortes  to  address  an  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  the  sum  then  claimed  in  the  memorial  above  mentioned 
had  been  included  among  those  which  the  United  States  undertook  to 
discharge.  Such  a  letter  was  accordingly  written  by  the  secretary  of 
the  cortes  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a  reply  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  received,  stating  distinctly  that  the  debt  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade 
was  expressly  included  in  the  treaty ;  that  the  nature  and  amount  of 
said  debt  were  well  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  same  had  been  officially  communicated  to  the  American  minister 
residing  at  Madrid,  but  that  the  said  government  of  the  United  States 
required  the  large  cessions  of  lands  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon, 
Count  Punon  Bostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas  cancelled,  considering  the  entire 
Floridas  appropriated  to  th^  payment  of  the  claims  of  its  citizens  upon 
the'  Spanish  government. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding  or  mistake  upon 
this  subject,  it  was  proposed  in  the  coites  that  a  committee  of  two  of 
its  members  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  minister  from  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Forsyth  ;  and  accordingly  this  deponent,  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Isturiz,  member  of  the  city  of  Cadiz,  were  appointed,  did  wait 
on  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  obtained  from  that  gentleman  the  clear  and 
distinct  assurance  that  the  debt  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade  would  cer* 
tainly  be  paid  to  him  by  the  United  States  if  the  treaty  were  ratilSed 
by  the  Spanish  government  and  the  cessions  above  mentioned  totally 
annulled. 

And  this  deponent  solemnly  declares  that  those  assurances  thus 
conveyed  to  the  cortes,  and  these  aesufances  only,  induced  that  body 
to  annul  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  two  of  which  had  been 
acknowledged  valid  in  the  treaty  itself;  that  had  not  the  cortes  been 
perfectly  satisfied  by  these  solemn  assurances  that  the  national  debt 
(as  it  was  regarded)  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade  would  be  fully  paid  by 
the  United  States  it  would  not  have  consented  to  vacate  those  grants 
of  land  as  far  as  respected  the  United  States,  but  would  have  vacated 
them  as  respects  the  individuals  to  whom  they  had  been  made,  reserving 
them  to  the  Spanish  nation  by  the  law  of  revision,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  paying  by  them  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade, 
either  by  their  transfer  to  said  Meade  or  by  a  sale,  and  with  the  pro- 
duct thereof  would  have  paid  the  debt  and  interest. 

In  this  debt  to  the  said  Meade  the  deponent  says  that  the  cortes 
took  a  particular  interest,  as  it  arose  from  contracts,  the  most  of  which 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  former  cortes  which  sat  in  Cadiz  during 
the  years  1811  and  1812.  The  cortes  deemed  itself  especially  bound 
to  see  such  engagements  complied  with  ;  and  the  said  Meade  was  con- 
sidered as  more  than  commonly  meritorious,  having  been  unjustly 
persecuted  on  account  of  the  services  he  had  rendered  the  Spanish 
nation.  The  deponent  adds  that  the  cortes  founded  their  right  to 
vacate  as  to  the  individual  grantees  the  cessions  of  land  in  Florida 
above  referred  to,  and  to  reserve  them  for  the  nation,  to  be  devoted 
to  any  purpose  that  might  be  deemed  just  and  proper ^  upon  the  law 
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called  rever$um  and  itux^rporcUiony  well  known  in  the  historj  and 
legislation  of  Spain  since  the  fourteenth  centary,  a  law  which  con- 
verts into  national  property  whatever  the  prodigality  of  the  monarchs 
might  confer  on  their  favorites,  as  happened  with  those  termed  enri- 
quenas,  and  many  others. 

This  deponent  has  heen  absent  from  Spain  during  the  last  nine 
months,  having  left  his  native  country  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1823. 
He  arrived  at  New  York  in  October  last ;  left  the  United  States  of 
America  for  Mexico  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1823,  and  he  is  now 
on  his  return  to  Spain,  intending  ^to  embark  from  this  country  for 
Gibraltar  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

JOSE  MORENO  DE  GUERRA. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  April  23,  1824,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Oommisaioner, 

No.  55. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Joseph  Moreno  de 
Guerra  was  taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
take  affidavits  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  interpreted  and 
explained  to  and  subscribed  by  the  deponent  in  my  presence,  and  that 
I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel  or  attorney  for  the  claimants,  nor 
interested  in  the  event  of  the  claim. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-third  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  at  Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON.     [l.  s.] 

Felix  Merino,  on  his  solemn 'oath,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  un* 
derstands  and  is  well  acquainted  with  both  the  English  and  Spanish 
languages,  and  is  perfectly  competent  to  translate  and  interpret  from 
either  of  those  languages  into  the  other,  and  that  he  did  on  the  23d 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  1824,  in  the  presence  of  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq., 
justly  and  truly  interpret  and  explain  in  the  Spanish  language  to 
Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerra  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  deposition 
previously  to  its  being  sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Joseph. 

FELIX  MERINO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  April  23,  1824,  before 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON, 

Gommisaioner, 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Joseph  Merino  was 
taken  before  me,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  by  me  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  and  subscribed  by 
the  deponent  in  my  presence,  and  that  I  am  not  concerned  as  counsel 
or  attorney  for  the  claimant,  nor  interested  in  the  event  of  the  claim. 
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Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-third  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four^  at  Philadelphia. 
[L.  s.]  FRANCIS  HOPKINSON. 

Don  Juan  Leamy,  yice-consul  de  S.  M.  0.  Don  Fernando  VII  para 
el  Estado  de  Pennsylrania  y  su  jurisdicion,  en  los  Unidos  de  America. 

Certifico  que  Don  Job6  Moreno  de  Guerra,  por  quien  esta  firmado 
el  anexo  documentor  fue  como  se  dedara,  diputado  en  las  oortes  de 
Espana  para  los  afios  ultimos  pasado  de  mil  ochocientos  yeinte  y  veinte 
y  uno,  y  que  como  tal  se  le  diTidar  entera  fS  y  credito. 

Y  paraque  conste  doy  este  firmado  la  mi  mano  y  con  el  sello  de  este 
real  consulado  de  Espafia  en  Philadelphia  6,  veinte  y  seise  de  Abril  de 
mil  ochocientos  veinte  y  cuatro. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  LEAMT. 


No.  56. 

The  subscriber,  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  his  oath, 
deposes  and  says  : 

That  he  resided  in  the  city  of  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  from  June,  1812,  to 
September,  1815 ;  that  he  was  there  at  different  times  prior  to  the 
former  and  subsequent  to  the  latter  year  ;  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  B.  W.  Meade,  navy  agent  of  the  United  States ;  that  his  business 
as  a  merchant  obliging  him  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  every- 
thing relative  to  matters  of  commerce,  and  all  purchases  or  sales  of 
American  produce  particularly,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  different  contracts  which  Mr.  Mecuie  made  with 
the  different  governments  of  Spain,  which  amounted  to  at  least  six 
millions  of  dollars  previous  to  the  year  1814.  The  contracts  were 
subjects  of  public  and  daily  conversation  among  both  natives  and  for* 
eigners  ;  that  he  has  perused  the  publication  made  by  Mr.  Meade  in 
the  year  1812  on  his  then  pending  contracts  with  the  government  of 
S^ain,  and  for  which  publication  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  common 
jail  for  about  three  months.  He  has  also  perused  the  answer  to  said 
publication  made  by  the  then  minister  of  finance,  Jose  Basquer 
Figueroa,  and  by  the  treasurer  general,  Victor  Soret,  and  Mr.  Meade's 
reply  to  both  of  them,  and  which  are  the  same  as  are  presented  to  the 
honorable  board  of  commissioners  marked  D,  £,  F,  G- ;  that  there 
never  was  whispered,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  by  Mr.  Meade's 
warmest  enemies,  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of  his  state- 
ments. The  deponent  verily  believes  the  whole  to  be  a  true  and  fair 
statement  of  the  facts  as  they  existed  at  the  time,  and  that  the  said 
Meade  was  then  actually  under  an  advance  of  a  sum  exceeding  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Meade's  contracts  amounted  to  many 
millions  of  dollars.  Of  flour  alone  he  imported  above  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  barrels  during  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  which  lasted 
from  February,  1810,  to  July,  1812,  and  he  besides  purchased  large 
quantities  from  American  citizens.    The  deponent  knows  of  one  pur- 
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cbasc  from  the  vice-consul,  Bicbard  S.  Hackley,  of  twenty- two  tbon- 
sand  barrels,  and  heard  of  a  great  many  others,  the  major  part  of  all 
which  flour  was  delivered  to  the  Spanish  government  under  contracts 
made  with  it  by  said  Meade.  One  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
were  delivered  to  the  Junta  of  Cadiz  under  two  contracts  of  fifty  thou- 
sand barrels  each. 

It  was  an  equally  notorious  fact  that  in  consequence  of  the  situation 
of  the  country  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  that  the  government 
was  frequently  compelled  to  resort  to  the  most  violent  and  illegal 
measures  to  support  the  cause  they  were  defending,  and  they  frequently 
failed  to  comply  with  their  obligations,  and  even  seized  on  and  made 
use  of  the  very  funds  that  had  been  by  previous  contracts  specifically 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  supplies  purchased  and  received.  The 
oortes  approved  of  Mr.  Meade's  contracts,  and  ordered,  on  his  com- 
plaint in  1812,  that  he  should  be  paid  immediately  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  he  received,  as  was  notorious  from  the 
duties  of  specie  which  arrived  from  Yera  Cruz.  The  subsequent  pay- 
ments of  almost  all  the  engagements  of  government  became  very  dila- 
tory, and  the  contractors  were  obliged  to  make  great  sacrifices  to 
receive  the  amounts  due  them.  Drafts  were  actually  given  them  on 
the  treasuries  of  the  provinces,  and  there  they  received  by  degrees  in 
the  duties  which  any  houses  might  have  to  pay,  the  owners  of  the 
drafts  being  obliged  to  grant  a  discount  to  those  who  had  duties  to 
pay,  which  varied,  according  to  circumstances,  from  five  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  To  this  was  to  be  added  the  loss  of  interest,  which  was 
current  at  that  time  from  ten  to  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum.  After 
Ihe  restoration  of  the  King  in  1814,  these  difiiculties  were  considerably 
increased.  The  government  had  been  removed  to  Madrid,  and  evory 
one- who  had  aided  the  government  during  the  struggle  of  inde- 
pendence, and  during  the  constitutional  government,  were  looked  upon 
with  extreme  jealousy. 

The  deponent  knows  that  Mr.  Meade  received  a  bill  on  Vera  Cruz 
for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  that  he  sent  out  Mr.  Mitchell  as 
his  agent  in  a  vessel  that  he  chartered  for  the  express  purpose,  and 
that  the  vessel  returned  after  above  twelve  months  with  the  bill  pro- 
tested ;  that  Mr.  Meade  was  entitled  by  law  to  the  damages  and  in- 
terest on  said  bill  till  paid.  The  laws  of  Spain  are  very  precise  as  to 
danaages  ;  the  holder  of  a  bill  is  allowed  to  make  a  re-draft  at  what- 
ever rate  he  can  negotiate  a  bill  at,  which  includes  all  the  losses  and 
injuries  he  may  receive  from  the  non-payment.  The  lo?s  on  this  bill 
must  have  been  enormous,  as  the  dollar  during  the  years  1812  and 
1813  was  worth  6«.  sterling,  and  on  the  armies  entering  France  fell 
to  is.  The  loss  on  this  item  alone,  without  the  interest,  must  have 
considerably  exceeded  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  that  the  de- 
ponent left  Spain  in  1821 ;  that  he  has  never  heard  Mr.  Meade's  de- 
mands against  the  Spanish  government  questioned  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  always  admitted  to  be  jnst^  and  his  services  so  important  as 
to  merit  the  public  thanks  of  the  cortes.  He  always  understood  that 
compensation  would  be  made  to  Mr.  Meade  for  the  immense  losses  he 
had  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  funds  which  belonged  to  him  by 
contract  being  taken  by  the  government  for  other  objects  which  they 
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cocoeiyed  more  important.  The  deponent  belieyes  tbat  tbe  sum  now 
claimed  and  acknowledged  due  to  Mr.  Meade  is  justly  and  truly  due 
to  him,  and  he  is  conyinced  from  his  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
Spanish  eoyernment  and  its  officers,  and  particularly  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  tne  president  (Dr.  Bruno  Yallarins)  of  the  commission  that 
settled  the  liquidation  and  accounts  of  Mr.  Meade  at  Madrid,  that 
they  would  neyer  to  any  person,  much  less  to  Mr.  Meade,  haye  allowed 
any  sum  that  he  was  not  justly  entitled  to*  Mr.  Yallarins  was  a 
person  well  conyersant  in  mercantile  affairs,  haying  been  judge  of  the 
supreme  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Cadiz,  called  Alzadas,  for  a  great 
number  of  years^  and  was  always  esteemed  a  man  of  the  most  honor- 
able and  respectable  character. 

The  subscriber  was  at  Cadiz  during  Mr.  Meade's  last  imprisonment, 
which  Ifiksted  about  two  years.  He  felt  with  eyery  citizen  of  the  United 
States  the  indignity  offered  to  a  citizen  of  these  States  ;  and  he  is  well 
conyinced  that  the  object  of  the  persecution  on  the  part  of  the  council 
of  war,  who  decreed  his  imprisonment,  was  more  with  a  view  of  ruining 
Meade  than  from  any  other  motiye ;  for  it  was  clear  that  the  goyern- 
ment  held  the  money,  and  did  not  wish  to  pay  it  to  either  party  ;  and 
it  was  equally  clear  that  the  money  which  formed  the  deposit  had 
been  due  in  cash  to  Mr.  Meade  many  years  preyious  to  said  deposit 
being  ordered  to  be  made,  as  well  as  other  yery  large  sums  acknow* 
lodged  due  to  him,  this  permitted  the  tribunal  of  war  to  keep  him  in 

Erison  for  two  years  because  he  would  not  pay  a  second  time  a  sum  he 
ad  already  paid  into  their  treasury  by  an  executiye  order  of  a  com- 
{>etent  tribunal.  The  seizure  of  Mr.  Meade's  house,  books,  and  his 
etters  ruined  his  commercial  house.  His  establishment  in  1810  and 
1811,  to  the  period  of  his  first  imprisonment  in  September,  1812,  was 
one  of  the  first  American  establishments  in  Europe,  and  to  his  con- 
tracts with  the  goyernment  and  the  losses  resulting  therefrom,  are 
solely  to  be  attributed  its  subsequent  ruin. 

F.  W.  SALTONSTALL. 

Sworn  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  this  24th  day  of  May, 
1824. 

JOSEPH  FOBREST. 


No,  57. 

Town  of  Pbtbrsburo, 

February  Quarter-session  ^  Hustings  Court ^  1809  : 

William  Johnston,  a  natiye  of  Scotland,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of 
England,  declared  on  oath  in  open  court,  that  he  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and 
entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  eyery  for- 
eign prince,  potentate,  state,  or  soyereignty  whateyer,  and  particularly 
to  the  King  and  goyernment  of  G-reat  Britain  ;  and  it  appearing  by 
the  records  of  this  court  that  he  had  made  declaration  of  his  intention 
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to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  August,  1805 ;  and  it  ap* 

Searing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  the  said  William  Johnston 
as  resided  in  the  State  of  Virginia  for  upwards  of  fi^e  years  last  past ; 
and  also  that  during  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of  good  moral 
character,  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  liappiness  of  che  same; 
whereupon  he  is  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  All  which 
is  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

I,  Bobert  W.  Grammer,  deputy  derk  of  the  hustings  court  of  the 
town  of  Petersburg,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a.  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  said  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
[l.  8.1    seal  of  the  said  town  this  12th  day  of  September,  1822. 

R.  W.  GRAMMER,  D.  C.  T.  P. 


Town  of  Petbrsburo, 

November  Quarter-seaeioriy  Hustings  Courty  1807 : 

John  Walker,  a  native  of  Scotland,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
made  oath  in  open  court,  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and  etirely  renounce  and 
abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  ever  foreign  prince,  potentate^ 
state,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  particularly  to  the  King  and  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  that  the  said  John  Walker  was  residing  in  the  United  States, 
within  the  State  of  Virginia,  prior  to  September,  1801,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  this  State  ever  since  ;  and  it  also  appearing  to  their 
satisfaction,  that  during  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of  good 
moral  character,  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of 
the  same ;  and  thereupon,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  such 
case  provided,  he  is  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  All  which 
is  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

I,  Robert  W.  Grammer,  deputy  clerk  of  the  hustings  court  of  the 
town  of  Petersburg,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  said  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
[l.  8.]  seal  of  the  said  town  this  12th  of  September,  1822. 

R.  W.  GRAMMER,  D.  G.  T.  P. 


I,  Warren  Ashley,  do  swear  that  I  am  the  person  mentioned  by 
name  in  the  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  No.  1070,  presented  to 
the  honorable  the  commissioners,  appointed  under  the  treaty  of  amity, 
Bettlement,  and  limits,  between  the  United  States  and  his  Catholic 
Majesiy,  and  which  memorial,  I  understand,  was  received  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1822.  I  do  swear  that  I  am  a  native  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  born  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  that  prior  to  the  year  1814  I 


^08  RIOHABD  W.  UEMXOL 

was  residing  and  domiciliated  in  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  wbere  I  have 
resided  and  been  domiciliated  from  that  time  until  the  present  time, 
1822.  I  do  further  swear  that  for  the  loss  and  injury  complained  of 
in  the  said  memorial  I  have  received  no  compensation  or  indemnifi- 
cation. 

WARREN  ASHLEY. 

ViBGiNiA,  Norfolk  Borough  : 

The  above-named  Warren  Ashley  came  before  me,  to  alderman  for 
the  said  borough,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit 
by  him  signed. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  15th  day  of  October,  1822. 

W.  B.  LAMB. 


Norfolk  Borough,  at  a  Htutinga  Court  hdd  the  2ith  September ^  1810 : 

It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  George  Raincock, 
a  native  of  Great  Britain,  having  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  for  ten  years,  and  for  one  year  within  this  State,  and  he 
making  oath  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  absolutely  and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  sovereignty,  whatsoever,  par- 
ticularly the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  And  it  moreover  appearing 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  the  said  George  Raincock  nas  de- 
meaned himself  as  a  man  of  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well  disposed  towards  the  good 
order  and  happiness  of  the  same,  he  is  thereupon  admitted  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  citizen. 

Test :  WM.  SHARP,  C.  N.  B.  0. 


I,  Solomon  Marks,  junior,  do  swear  that  I  am  the  person  mentioned 
by  name  in  the  memorial  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  No.  1070,  presented 
to  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty  of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits^  between  the  United  States  and  his  Oeith* 
olic  Majesty,  and  which  memorial  I  understand  was  received  on  the 
27th  June,  1822.  I  do  swear  that  I  am  a  native  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  born  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  that  prior  to  the  year  1814, 
I  was  residing  and  domiciliated  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  I  have 
resided  and  been  domiciliated  from  that  time  until  the  present  time, 
1822.  I  do  further  swear  that  for  the  loss  and  injury  complained  of 
in  the  said  memorial  I  have  received  no  compensation  or  indemnifi- 
cation. 

S.  MARKS,  Jr. 

Virginia,  Norfolk  Borough,  88  : 

The  above-named  Solomon  Marks,  jr.,  came  before  me,  an  alderman 
for  the  said  borough,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit 
by  him  signed. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  October,  1822. 

W.  B.  LAMB. 
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I,  Jacob  Klein  y  do  Bwear  that  I  am  the  person  mentioned  by  name 
in  the  memorial  of  Bichard  W.  Meade^  No.  1070,  presented  to  th& 
honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits,  between  the  United  States  and  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty,  and  which  memorial  I  understand  was  received  on  17th  June, 
1822.  I  do  swear  that  I  am  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States^ 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York;  that  prior  to  the  year  1814, 1  was  re- 
siding and  domiciliated  in  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  where  I  have  resided 
and  been  domiciliated  from  that  time  until  the  present  time,  1822.  I 
do  further  swear  that  for  the  loss  and  injury  complained  of  in  the  said 
memorial  I  have  received  no  compensation  or  indemnification. 

JACOB  KLEIN. 

Virginia,  Norfolk  Borough,  as : 

The  above-named  Jacob  Klein  came  before  me,  W.  B.  Lamb,  an 
alderman  for  the  said  borough,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit  by  him  signed. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  tenth  day  of  October,  1822. 

W.  B.  LAMB. 


No.  58. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade ;  he  per- 
ceives it  asserted  in  a  paper  which  he  has  now  in  his  possession,  that 
the  King  has  heretofore  made  grants  of  land  in  Florida  to  the  ^^  Mar- 
quis of  Casa  Yrujo"  and  to  ^^  Don  Ricardo  Meade,"  begs  Mr.  Meade 
to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  him  what  truth  there  is  in  this  or  in 
any  part  of  this  assertion. 

ScUurday  Morning. 

Answer.  That  I  kenw  nothing  of  it. 


Mabbid,  JprU  13, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  was  duly  favored  with  your  letter  of  March  31st,  and  have 
to  thank  you  for  the  very  interesting  copies  which  it  enclosed. 

Your  letter  of  the  Ifth  instant  reached  me  to  day ;  the  information 
which  has  been  given  to  you  that  Mr.  Garay  demanded  an  inform^ 
from  the  assessor  of  the  intendant  of  the  royal  rents  is  correct ;  but 
this  was  a  considerable  time  since ;  that  informe  was  soon  despatched 
and  the  whole  matter  was  laid  before  the  King  on  Friday  last.  This  I 
am  told  by  Mr,  Garay  himself;  he  is  now  to  communicate  the  King's 
orders  thereon  to  Mr.  Pizarro ;  this  he  promises  shall  be  done  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  that  is  to  say,  somewhat  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  I  hope.  It  is  certainly  a  great  hardship,  not  to  say 
a  great  absurdity,  that  you  should  be  kept  in  prison  whilst  the  minister 
of  Hacienda  is  collecting  materials  to  criminate  the  council  of  war  for 
that  part  of  its  decision  which  impugns  the  public  credit.    I  have 
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repeatedly  pressed  this  idea  on  Mr.  Pizarro,  and  many  other  considera- 
tions belonging  to  the  subject,  of  all  which  I  shall  make  an  exact 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  reasons  which,  as  Mr.  Pizarro 
states  them,  I  consider  to  be  wholly  insufficient ;  he  has  persisted  in 
leaving  the  business  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Garay  ;  however,  it  is  now  I 
trust  nearly  terminated.  Accept  my  best  acknowledgments  for  the 
information  which  you  have  given  to  me  respecting  the  Russian  ships. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVINO. 

R.  W.  Meadb^  Esq.,  Cadi». 


Madrid,  AprU  24,  1818. 

Sib  :  The  enclosed  original  and  duplicate  despatches  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  relating  to  your  business,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting  you  to  forward  by  the  best  and  earliest  oppor- 
tunities. Be  pleased  to  inform  me  of  your  safely  receiving  them  and 
of  the  names  of  the  several  vessels  by  which  they  will  be  sent. 
With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 
R.  W.  Mkade,  Esq.,  Cadiz, 


Madrid,  May  8,  1818. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  and  was 
much  disappointed  in  finding  that  the  order  for  your  release  had  not 
been  carried  into  instant  execution.  I  waited  on  Mr.  Pizarro,  but  as 
some  extraordinary  occupation  prevented  his  receiving  me,  I  wrpte  to 
him  on  the  subject  and  I  trust  that  by  this  courier  something  effectual 
will  be  done.  Be  pleased  to  keep  a  note  of  the  postage  which  you 
may  pay  for  me  on  despatches  forwarded  to  government.  I  notice 
that  the  original  of  that  last  sent  has  been  put  on  board  the  ''Cornelia." 
I  wish  you  wd  to  forward  the  duplicate  now  in  your  hands  until  you 
are  actually  at  liberty.  Allow  me  also  to  recommend  that  you  inform 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  every  opportunity  as  to  the  progress  or  no 
progress  of  the  measure  taken,  for  it  is  important  that  he  should  have 
the  earliest  advice  on  this  point,  and  it  can  be  best  given  by  you ; 
besides  that,  here  appearances  and  promises  may  lead  me  to  conclusions 
which  may  not  after  all  be  justified  by  results. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

R.  W.  Meade,  Esq. 

P.  S. — On  the  point  of  sealing  my  letter  I  received  yours^  enclosed 
from  Dr.  Gough,  yet  I  thought  it  well  to  see  Mr.  Pizarro.  I  am  very 
much  satisfied  with  the  assurances  which  he  has  given  me ;  '^  ne  vous 
schauffey  pas,  soyez  tranquil,  et  sur  que  si  Tordre  n'a  pas  ete  deja 
execute,  cela  sera  incesament,"  &c. ;  all  withal  what  has  b^n  repre- 
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sen  ted  to  me  as  to  the  temper  of  the  council  will  prerent  my  heing 
wholly  certain  nntil  I  hear  from  yourself  that  you  are  at  libarty. 


Madrid^  May  19, 1818. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  8th  and  12th  instant  have  been  duly  received. 
I  understand  from  Dr.  Gough  that  you  have  laid  an  '^embargo"  on 
the  money  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  by  the  royal  treasury  to  the  consulado 
of  Cadiz,  pursuant  to  the  late  royal  order,  that  the  same  may  be  secu^ 
rity  to  indemnify  you  for  the  iDJuries  which  you  have  sustained  by 
your  imprisonment,  and  which  indemnity  may  be  finally  decreed  to 
you  on  an  action  which  you  propose  to  bring  against  Mr.  McDermot. 
Supposing  this  to  be  the  case  then,  as  it  appears  to  me,  that  action 
will  be  an  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  memorial  to  the  King,  which 
you  inform  me  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  you  intend  to  present,  de- 
manding a  compensation  for  the  same  injuries  ;  perhaps  you  will  be 
obliged  to  elect  that  which  you  shall  consider  to  be  the  best  form  of 
proceeding.  I  shall  not  decline  to  give  course  to  your  memorial^  and 
nave  already  prepared  the  minister  of  State  to  expect  it. 

With  respect  to  your  proposed  publication  in  the  papers  of  Cadiz 
of  the  order  given  by  Mr.  Pizarro  to  the  council  of  war,  it  appeared 
to  me  when  Dr.  Gough  first  mentioned  it  to  me  as  likely  to  be  preju- 
dicial to  you.  I  judge  from  your  letter  of  the  1 2th  that  the  said  order 
has  been  formally  communicated  to  you ;  that  being  so,  certainly  the 
objections  to  its  publication  are  of  less  force,  yet  if  that  ixnportant 
paper  has  been  circulated  contrary  to  the  intention  of  Mr.  rizarro, 
which,  considering  its  contents  I  must  suppose,  and  that  the  commu- 
nication of  it  to  you  has  been  the  separate  act  of  the  council  of  war, 
which  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  and  an  act  malignant  and  hostile  as 
regards  Mr.  Pizarro^  then  I  wish  that  it  may  not  be  published,  be  the 
case  as  it  may  ;  if  Mr.  Pizarro,  on  the  application  of  the  captain  gen- 
eral, should  consent  to  the  publication,  of  course  I  am  left  without 
objection  ;  I  shall  converse  with  him  on  the  matter  to-day.  I  here- 
with return  the  two  letters  from  Gibraltar,  which  were  enclosed  in 
yours  of  the  8th. 

I  profit  of  your  good  disposition  to  forward  my  despatches,  by  send- 
ing you  under  separate  cover,  ^^certificado"  by  this  day's  post — one 
despatch  for  our  government.  Be  pleased  to  advise  me,  by  return  of 
post^  whether  it  reaches  you  in  good  order;  to  send  it  by  Mr.  Willing 
or  any  such  other  opportunity  as  you  may  think  best,  letting  me  know 
only  by  what  vessel  it  may  go,  and  when  she  may  sail. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

P.  S. — I  perceive  by  your  last  letter  to  Dr.  G^ugh  that  a  vessel  ar- 
rived from  Gibraltar  is  going  immediately  ;  if  so,  do  not  let  my  de- 
spatches wait  for  Mr.  Willing,  at  least  not  this  of  to-day ;  the  sooner 
it  gets  home  the  better. 

B.  W.  Hbadb,  Esq.y  Oadisi. 
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Febbuabt  2, 1819. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  He  has 
endeavored  to  see  Mr.  Yrnjo  upon  his,  Mr.  M.'s,  business,  as  well  as 
respecting  Mr.  Robinson ;  but  the  minister  is  closeted  with  Mr. 
Salmon,  and  refuses  to  receive  ainy  one.  For  the  present,  Mr.  Meade 
in  writing  to  Mr.  B.  may  assure  him  that  Mr.  E.  will  do  everything 
possible  in  his  favor,  pursuant  to  the  special  orders  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  the  government  respecting  him. 


January  18,  1819. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  He  has 
this  morning  sent  to  the  minister  of  State,  with  a  suitable  note,  Mr. 
Meade's  two  memorials,  and  he  herewith  returns  the  original  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  affair  of  the  brig  '^  Bayard"  and  her  cargo. 


February  3, 1819. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  He  has 
this  morning  seen  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo,  who  confirms  what  is  in 
his  official  note  of  the  26th  ultimo  respecting  Mr.  Meade's  memorials. 
That  minister  says  that  the  tobacco  contract  having  been  made  with 
the  hacienda,  the  reference  to  it  for  an  informe  {was  indispensable ; 
that  no  informe  has  been  asked  of  the  council  of  war  ;  that  Mr.  Meade 
having  appealed  to  the  council,  in  case  the  appeal  should  be  heard 
there,  the  ^^Sala"  will  be  composed  of  altogether  new  members. 
Mr.  E.  offered  to  dispense  with  Mr.  Meade's  ^^  fuero"  in  this  respect, 
but  the  maiquis  objects  that  Mr.  de  Clouet  has  also  his  ^' fuero;"  and 
further,  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  it  is  ^^militar"  also,  he, 
De  Clouet,  bearing  a  commission  in  the  Spanish  service.  Finally, 
the  marquis  manifested  the  best  disposition  to  satisfy,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  demands  contained  in  Mr.  Meade's  memorials,  and  he  trusts 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  allowing  of  a  commission  to  examine 
and  liquidate  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Meade  with  the  hacienda. 


Madrid,  July  7,  1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  favors,  23d 
and  26th  June,  the  last  informing  me  of  the  safe  arrival  of  my  de- 
spatch for  government  which  I  sent  on  the  19th  June,  and  which  you 
intend  to  forward  by  Captain  Wade.  I  thank  you  for  the  papers  al- 
luded to  in  your  letter  of  23d,  and  which  were  duly  delivered  to  me 
by  Dr.  Gough. 

I  now  return  to  you  the  memorial.  I  took  the  most  certain  means 
of  procuring  its  perusal,  but  the  result  is  that  he  condemns  it  alto- 
gether. He  bays  that  it  is  made  to  defeat  its  object ;  that  you  have 
nothing  to  do  to  make  it  as  bad  as  possible  but  to  put  the  name  of  the 
King  himself  amongst  the  tribunal's  councillors,  and  Mr.  McDermot ; 
that  the  only  proper  mode  would  be  for  you^  after  complaining  of  and 
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exposing  in  respectful  terms  yoar  sufferings  and  losses,  to  state  the 
injustice  of  the  proceedings  against  you,  and  their  illegality  as  proved 
and  established  by  the  royal  orders,  &c. ;  then  to  appeal  to  the  hon- 
orable sentiments  of  the  government  for  a  suitable  reparation,  &g,, 
&c.  He  more  specially  observed  that  as  to  your  demand  against  Mr. 
McDermot  the  King  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — his  tribunals  were 
open  to  you.  These  observations  from  such  a  quarter  supersede  the 
necessity  of  my  making  any  remarks  on  the  memorial.  Tou  will  give 
to  them  whatever  weight  they  may  merit  in  your  judgment. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

B.  W.  Mbadb,  Esq.,  Cadiz. 


SoR :  Dn  Bicardo  Meade  Ciudadano  de  ios  Estados  Unidos  de  Amer- 
ica, con  el  respeto  debido  Sl  V.  M.  Expone — Que  acava  de  salir  de  un 
calabore,  donde  ha  estado  rodeado  del  horror,  cercado  de  bayonetas,  y 
privado  de  Ios  auxilios  que  exigia  su  decadente  ertado  de  salud ;  ha 
salido  obstrindo  y  engran  peligrode  su  vida,  para  presentante  a  Y.  M. 
H  pedir  el  resarcimiento  de  tantos  males  cansados  injustamente  por  Ios 
tribunales  de  V.  M.  en  todos  grades  coadyuvador  por  D.  Juan  Mac- 
dermot  su  contrario,  y  corroborados  por  el  extinguido  Ministro  de 
Hacienda  D.  Manuel  Lopez  Aranjo ;  proponiendo  como  primer  funda- 
mente  para  su  indemnisacion  el  B  ?  Decreto  que  V.  M.  se  digno  expedir 
en  20  de  Abril  del  corriente  ano,  por  el  qual  se  declara  solemne 
mente,  que  el  exponente  su  ha  estado  ni  esta  en  responsabilidad  al- 
guna  con  respecto  al  deposito  que  hizo  pueseste  es  en  efectivo  metalico, 
y  que  asi  estaba  reconocido  por  Beales  ordenes,  por  declaraciones  de 
Ios  Jesoreros  de  Beal  Hacienda  remitidas  al  lonsejo  de  Guerra,  por  la 
primera  Secretaria  de  Estado,  por  la  del  Despacho  de  Hacienda,  y 
tambien  directamente  por  reclamacion  y  del  mismo  Supremo  Tribunal 
de  Guerra,  conformandole  V.  M.  de  nuevo,  y  mandando  poner  en 
libertad  inmediatamente  al  que  representa. 

A  si  se  ha  executado,  y  ya  tiene  V.  M.  ante  el  trono  de  su  justicia 
&  una  victima  sacrificada  por  Ios  crimenes  horrendosde  sus  Ministros, 
que  deben  purgarlos  con  sus  bienes  y  sus  personas,  segun  la  oferta  de 
V.  M.  en  su  Beal  orden  de  8  de  Dbre.  de  1816.  AUi  hecho  cargo  V. 
M-.  de  que  la  disputa  se  versaba  sobre  las  especies  en  que  se  hizo  el 
deposito,  qniso  se  apurase  lo  posible  sobre  este  punto,  cilitamente  el 
unico  importante  en  la  question,  y  para  averiguarlo  divo  V.  M.  que 
supuesto  que  el  Fesorero  de  Cadiz  dio  como  en  etiectivo  la  carta  de  pago  : 
Que  lo  confirmaba  el  Yntendente,  y  que  el  Ministro  de  Hacienda  lo 
apoyaba ;  al  mismo  tiempo,  que  el  Consulado,  el  Consejo  y  Fesorero 
General  negaban  esta  verdad  :  apetecia  V,  M.  ver  la  carta  de  pago,  el 
informe  del  Yntendente  y  demas  documentos  relatives  &  las  circun- 
stancias  enuuciadas,  pues  si  las  autoridades  referidas  habian  faltado 
a  la  verdad  ^eria  uu  crimen  horrendo,  que  no  habia  dequedar  impune. 

No  quedaba  arbitrio  con  este  Beal  precepto  dlos  que  formaron  el 
complot  de  la  vinna  de  Meade,  para  Sostener  por  mucho  tiempo  tan 
infame  proyecto  ;  conocian  que  habia  de  llegar  un  dia,  en  que  debian 
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ser  castigadoz,  puez  asi  habia  ofrecido  la  rectitud  de  V.  M.  y  dedicar 
ron  6U8  esfuerzos  k  buscar  medios  de  dilacion,  qae  ban  savido  sostener 
despues  de  su  fectia,  por  el  dilatad  espacio  de  16  meses,  por  ver  si 
conseguian  en  este  iatermedio,  que  Meade  espirase  en  el  arvesto,  por 
no  saver  que  sua  Subsesores  y  su  Govierno  habian  de  vindicar  en  todoz 
tiempos  los  agravios  de  un  Ciudadano  respeta  do  en  sus  Leyes ;  ni 
vastaron  las  repetidas  poeteriores  erdenes  de  V.  M.,  para  levantar  el 
negocio  del  Asiento  que  babia  tornado  en  la  inaccion,  ni  las  repetidas 
fuertes  ve  convenciones  del  Ministro  Americano  en  la  Corte  desaten- 
didas  siempre,  como  V.  M.  lo  expresa  en  su  ultimo  Real  Decreto. 

Y  quien  seran  los  responsables  4  estos  estragos,  a  estos  males,  &  esta 
enormidad  de  perjuicios  ?  Facil  es  marcarlos  por  que  resultan  y  se 
yen  min  de  bulto  en  la  actuacion.  £1  exponente  no  tieneningunrepan 
en  decir  con  pureza  y  Verdad,  que  lo  son  el  Prior  y  Consules  del 
Tribunal  de  conmercio  de  la  Ciudad  de  Cadiz,  que  lo  componian  en  el 
dia  que  se  dictd  la  providencia,  de  que  Meade  pagase  segunda  vez  la 
cantidad  depositada,  origen  de  todoz  los  males:  El  Asesor  de  cite 
Tribunal,  si  con  su  dictamen  se  dicto  dicha  providencia,  D.  Juan  Mac- 
dermot  como  agente  y  sostenedor  de  ella:  El  Fesoreno  de  Bentas  de 
la  Provincia  de  Cadiz  6  6\  que  exercia  sus  veces  variasior  de  aguerdo 
con  el  consulado  la  primera  lejitima  carta  de  pago  que  dio  en  etectivo. 

Los  Ministros  del  supremo  consejo  de  la  Guerra  que  botaron  su  con- 
firmacion,  y  el  de  Hacienda  D.  Manuel  Lopez  Aranjo,  por  las  razones 
que  se  manifestaran,  6  V.  M.  Caso  el  respeto  debid,  que  tal  vez  por 
un  efecto  de  clemencia  bacia  sus  vasallos,  quiera  exonerarles  de  este 
cargo,  y  perdonar  &  aguellos  que  sorprebendieron  su  justificacion,  ar- 
rancando  de  sus  Reales  manos  el  decreto  del  arresto  de  Meade,  despues 
de  haber  manifestado  por  otro  anterior,  que  nada  debia,  y  que  el  de- 
posito  debia  ser  satisfecbo  por  la  Real  Hacienda. 

Que  causa  tan  singular,  que  complicada,  que  oomprometida  para  con 
y.  M.  mismo  I  A  esto  ban  dado  lugar  los  ilegales  6  injustos  procedi- 
mientos  de  los  Tribunales  de  V.  M.,  y  la  debilidad  de  un  Ministro: 
Que  el  Prior  y  Consules  son  responables  &  la  reparacion  de  loz  per- 
juicios que  se  deben  reclamar,  no  bay  la  menor  duda,  pues  el  que  da 
causa  al  dafio  es  mas  culpable  aun,  que  el  que  lo  comete :  Este  Tribu- 
nal sin  que  nadie  selo  pidiese,  y  procediend  de  Oficio,  mando  hacer  el 
deposito  :  Meades  cumplio  inmediatamente  con  el  precepto,  y  se  erejo 
justamente  libre  de  todo  otro  cargo  ;  y  sin  intermedarn  mucbo  tiempo, 
mando  con  el  mayor  rigor,  que  pagase  segunda  vez,  dertruyendo  en- 
terainente  su  casa  y  su  credir  con  las  providencias  coactivas,  hasta  el 
extremo  de  interceptarle  sus  bienes  sus  libros  y  papelest,  y  hasta  la 
correspondencia  sacando  la  del  correo  y  abriendo  las  cartas  en  presencia 
de  Macderjnot  su  connasio :  esta  fu6  la  primera  piedra,  que  se  puso  en 
este  edificio  6  caverna  judicial :  esta,  la  primera  materia  que  formo  ese 
monstruo,  que  V.  M.  ha  hecho  desaparecer  con  su  ultima  sancion  Real 
De  agui  nacieron  todos  los  males,  esta  fue  la  causa,  el  origen  de  la 
vino  de  un  ciudadano,  que  merece  el  primer  nombre  en  la  Europa, 
por  lo  que  ayudo  &  Y.  M.  en  su  pasada  lucba  entregando  inmensos 
caudales,  quando  el  enemigo  estaba  mirando  las  murallas  de  Cadiz, 
quando  era  tan  problematics  la  sueste  y  tan  eminentes  los  petigros ; 
este  el  motivo  de  enterrar  su  fama  comercial^  de  su  destrucciou  en  los 
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gastos  mas  eDormes,  de  su  arresto,  pero  que  arresto!  como  si  fuera  el 
mayor  asesino  conuna  centinela  de  vista  esta,  la  caasa  de  la  perdida 
de  su  salud,  que  es  lo  mas  sensible,  y  quirza  de  su  muerte,  unica 
gloria  7  satisfaccion  que  puede  quedar  &  sus  contrarios  ^  quien  dudara 
seSor,  que  el  Prior  y  Consules  son  los  primeros  responaables  a  esta 
multitud  de  infaustos  suceros  ?  Y  quien  vacitar&  sobre  la  mancomu- 
nidad  en  esta  responsiva  del  Asesor,  si  con  su  dictamen  se  dio  esta  si 
otras  providencias  corroborativas  de  la  primera  ?  Sin  que  por  esto  se 
releven  los  Consules  de  la  que  les  resultas,  pues  siendo  materia  de 
hecho,  y  su  de  derecho  la  de  mandar  pagar  dos  veces  en  lugar  de  una, 
nada  les  excusa  ni  tampoco  &  el  Asesor  por  su  doble  conocimiento. 

D'  Juan  Macdermot  errante  en  sus  presenciones  las  dirigio  siempre 
con  liegalidad  y  malicia :  Persiguio  a  Meade  in  justamente,  pero  con 
tal  constancia,  que  aun  no  se  ha  causado :  Obro  sin  legitima  personal* 
idad,  y  contribuyo  a  la  sorpresa  que  se  hizo  kV,  M.,  para  sacar  mafio 
samente  el  Real  Decreto  de  prision  :  Ofrecia  inmensas  sumas  &  los 
sub val  teres  de  justicia  y  los  paladeaba  con  la  agueSas  y  grandes  espe- 
ranzas,  con  cuyo  motive  reunian  sus  fuerzas,  y  le  cerraban  todos  los 
caminos  en  su  defensa  a  el  exponente,  aun  que  el  resultad  ba  sido  no  sat- 
isfacerles,  ni  aun  su  legitime  trabajo :  apoy 6  su  solicitud  para  la  prision 
de  Meade  en  la  falsa,  criminal  asercion,  de  que  estaba  para  fugarse  de 
Espana :  De  sacredit6  el  Real  Erario  de  V,  M.  dud6  y  publicaba,  que 
jamas  seria  pagado  con  el  deposito  y  de  agui  se  deduce  naturalmente, 
que  como  sostenedor  de  las  maguinaciones,  debe  responder  mancomu- 
nado.  El  Fesrero  de  la  Provincia  de  Cadiz  6  el  que  en  su  lugar  ex- 
ercia  aguellas  funciones,  por  que  despues  de  haber  dado  la  carta  de 
pago  sin  prevencion, lisa  y  llanamente  como  se  acostumbra  en  estoscases, 
espresando  ser  el  deposito  en  efectivo  metalico,  faltando  a  ladelicadeza 
de  su  destine  publico,  hollando  el  credito  de  la  Real  Fesoreria,  y 
dando  unos  pares  oficiosos  y  de  acuerdo  con  el  Tribunal  del  consulado 
vario  aguel  documento  haciendo  sacar  de  los  antes  el  otro  legitimo  y 
primitive  y  convirtiendo  en  un  juego  entre  un  Tribunal  de  V.  M.  y 
una  Oficina  Real  y  de  tanta  confianza  un  asunto  tan  serio,  fermando 
con  este  pasaje  unos  de  los  principales  estabones  a  la  cadena  de  sucesos 
desgraciados  sg*.  fueron  cousiguientes,  asi  es  que  este  Fesorero  repre- 
resenta  en  la  eecena  tragica  de  Meade  unos  de  los  principales  papeles 
como  traidor  a  la  justicia  y  &  la  verdad  y  debe  responder  cantodos  a  las 
reclamas  que  ha  de  hacerse. 

Que  los  ministros  de  V.  M.  en  el  supremo  consejo  de  la  guerra, 
que  cotaron  la  confirmacion  de  la  providencia  del  consulado,  sobre  el 
segundo  pago  son  responsables  y  mas  que  todo,  a  sufrir  la  pena  cor- 
respondiente  a  sus  crimenes,  no  es  punto  que  se  debe  sugetar  a  ques- 
tion^ por  que  luego  que  Uegaron  a  sus  manos  esas  ilegalidades  debieron 
remediarlas  sin  perder  un  memento  ;  pero  no  solo  se  empenaron  en 
ratificarlas,  sine  que  sordos  e  inditerentes  a  las  reiteradas  invitaciones 
de  Y.  M.  se  empenaron  tenaces  en  la  destruccion  de  Meade.  De  nada 
les  sirvioque  Y.  M,  les  direse  sernia  terminanetmente,  que  no  era  falido ; 
que  el  deposito  debia  estimarse  en  efectivo  ;  que  las  dilaciones  eran 
extraordinarias.  Que  con  los  docamentos  remitidos  por  la  secretaria 
de  estado  tenian  lo  bastante,  para  evacuar  su  consulta,  que  se  asociaran 
con  ministros  de  otros  consejos ;  que  el  credito  de  la  Real  Hacienda 
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estaba  comprometido  ;  que  las  reclamaciones  del  Gobierno  Americano 
eran  energicas  ;  en  fin  V.  M.  les  hablo  distintas  veces  en  un  idioma 
tan  terminante,  que  no  dejaba  arbitrio  para  no  cumplir  qualquiera  de 
estas  insinuaciones  a  no  ser,  que  formaran  el  concepto,  de  que  eran 
palabras  vncias  e  insignificantes,  sin  intimidarles  tampoco  siguiera 
para  abrebiar  el  despacho,  aguellas  terribles  clausulas  estampadas  en 
Eeal  Decreto  de  Diciembre  de  1816,  de  que  *^  si  las  antoridades  habian 
faltado  a  la  verdad  sevia  un  crimen  horrendo,  que  no  debia  guedar 
impune,"  llevo  el  conseje  su  persecucion  de  Meade  al  extremo  de 
amenazar  &  su  ajente  con  una  prision,  y  mutra  de  mucha  consideracion 
solo  por  que  habia  formado  como  apoderado  de  Meade  una  representa- 
cion  a  V.  M.  querandose  de  la  injusticia,  y  arbitrariedad  de  sus  pro- 
cedimientos  ;  de  modo  que  nadie  se  atrevia  &  presentarse  ante  Y.  M. 
en  favor  de  Meade. 

Es  visto  pues,  que  estos  ministros  faltando  a  qualquiera  de  dichos 
capitulos,  son  acreedores  &  un  severo  castigo,  y  mucho  mas  si  ban 
faltado  &  todos,  como  ha  sucedido,  por  que  confirmando  la  providencia 
del  consulado  de  Cadiz  aseguraron  contra  la  verdad^  que  el  deposito 
no  era  en  efectivo,  que  es  lo  que  V.  M.  gueria  averiguar.  Deter  mi  nand 
por  si  sin  asociados,  como  les  estaba  prevenido  faltaron  al  Real  De- 
creto, en  que  se  les  previno  lo  contrario.  Deteniendo  el  despacho  de 
la  consulta,  dieron  pabulo  al  descredito  de  la  Beal  Hacienda,  a  las 
redamaciones  del  ministro  Americano,  y  a  las  mociones  y  resoluciones 
del  Congreso  ;  pera  sobre  todo  ;  que  asombro  I  Consultando  a  V.  M. 
la  prision  de  Meade  contra  los  sentimientos  que  Y.  M.  habia  manifes- 
tado,  y  le  constaban  del  consejo,  comprometiendo  su  autoridad  Beal 
cometieron  otro  crimen,  que  no  tiene  nombre. 

Con  que  sentimiento  se  ve  el  exponente  en  la  necesidad  de  inculcar 
la  felonia  del  extinguido  ministro  de  hacienda  de  Y.  M.  Don  Manuel 
Lopez  Aranjo  ;  pero  ello  es,  que  el  caracter  de  la  justicia  es  mas  alto 
que  todos,  y  asi  no  detendr^  el  que  expone  en  culparlo,  y  en  hacerlo 
responsable,  pues  tuvo  valor  sabiendo  que  se  habia  comunicado  6  se 
habia  de  comunicar  por  el  ministerio  de  estado  Beales  Ordenes,  para 
el  pronto  despacho  del  negocio  en  el  supremo  consejo  de  la  guerra, 
comunico  por  si  otra  secreta  para  que  no  se  despachase,  por  razones  de 
oonveniencia  al  Real  Erario.  Meade  que  entonces  estaba  recintado  a 
un  calabozo  estrecho  se  consolo  con  la  una,  ignorando  el  contenid 
siniestro  de  la  otra,  y  luego  que  cercioro  de  ella,  padecio  lo  que  Y,  M. 
puede  calcular  si  en  iguales  circunstancios  se  hallase  ;  que  infamia 
que  traicion  4  la  justicia  que  borron  para  un  ministro  de  Y.  M.  I  No 
es  bastante  el  castigo  de  que  en  los  periodicos  publicos  en  America, 
hagan  la  critica  debida  de  tan  extraordinario  acontecimiento.  Preciso 
es  que  Y.  M.  lo  castigue  con  la  severidad  exemplar  que  pide  el  decoro 
del  Freno,  k  manos  que  por  esta  misma  razon  y  las  demas  apuntadas, 
BO  quiera  vedimir  tantos  males  con  un  vazgo  de  su  generosidad. 

A  Y.  M.  sup'*,  que  deteniendo  su  consideracion  en  un  asunto  de 
tanta  gravedad,  se  digne  senalar  un  tribunal  especial,  que  conosca  de 
ella  causa  con  la  imparcialidad  y  justificacion  que  corresponde,  al  gual 
se  remita  ella  representacion,  para  que  sirva  de  materia  a  la  demanda. 
Cadiz,  16  de  Junio  de  1818. 

8enor, 

RICARDO  MEADE. 
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My  letters  from  Lisbon  of  April  10  say  that  ship  General  Hand, 
just  then  arrived  from  Baltimore,  brings  a  Spanish  messenger,  bearer 
of  a  treaty,  who  may  be  expected  every  moment  in  Madrid.  The 
commercial  letters  from  Baltimore  are  up  to  March  6. 

Sunday. 

Mr.  Erving's  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  Begs  him  to  get  of 
Garrora  the  names  of  the  judges  who  decided  on  the  cause,  and  of 
those  who  are  now  to  decide  on  the  appeal.  As  to  these  last,  his  note 
is  legible  only  for  the  names  of  Ygarte  and  Heredia ;  two  others,  may 
be  Badillos  or  Vadillos,  and  Camarara  or  Gamarasa  Cano  or  Garo, 
and  the  fifth,  cannot  be  made  out.  Mr.  M.'s  letter  to  Mr.  E.  had 
better  be  dated  7th  inst. 

TuBSDAT  Morning. 

The  French  papers  do  not  contain  any  very  important  news.  There 
is  an  article  from  the  Gourier  which  quotes  the  Washington  Gazette, 
repeating  that  the  treaty  has  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  and  the 
editor  supposes  that  some  objections  will  be  there  made  against  the 
immense  sacrifices  on  the  western  boundary.  This  is  what  Heredia 
must  have  read.  I  perceive  that  the  number  of  counsellors  turned 
out  is  only  twelve,  and  that  Vadillos,  as  well  as  Paez,  besides  Ugarte, 
remain  in.  I  am  told  from  very  great  authority  that  H.  M.  has  the 
very  highest  opinion  of  the  integrity  of  the  marquis.  You  must  take 
care  what  you  say  to  the  Marchioness  Tomasa,  for  it  all  leaks  out. 

E. 

Wednesday. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  He  does 
not  find  it  necessary  to  make  any  material  alteration  in  the  letter 
which  is  herewith  returned.  He  should  be  glad  to  have  three  copies — 
one  for  the  marquis  and  two  for  the  government  at  home  ;  the  rough 
draught  will  do  to  go  on  file.  The  paper  and  margin  are  as  they  should 
be,  and  therefore  Mr.  E.  does  not  proceed  as  he  proposed  ;  the  inner 
margin,  however,  should  not  be  written  on,  in  the  second  and  fourth 
pages  as  noted,  because  the  papers  are  to  be  bound  in  a  book. 

Mr.  E.  now  only  waits  to  conclude  his  reply  for  the  reprepresenta- 
tive  of  the  procurador,  which  Mr.  Meade  recollects  is  to  state  in  detail 
the  facts  on  which  he  founds  his  belief  that  the  tribunal  is  hurrying 
on  the  case  in  a  shameful  and  unprecedented  manner,  and  with  a  view 
to  defeat  or  anticipate  the  recourse  which  Mr.  Meade  has  made  to  the 
King  by  memorial. 

March  21. 

Mr.  Erving's  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  Has  read  his  letter 
and  note  of  yesterday.  IShall  to-morrow  write  to  Mr.  Yruajo,  request- 
ing  to  know  the  King's  decision  on  the  memorial  referred  lo. 
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Monday. 

Mr.  ErviDg  preseots  his  best  complimentBto  Mr.  Meade.  Encloses 
him  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  Mr.  M.,  which  came  under  cover  this 
morning.  He  also  encloses  for  his  perusal  a  letter  which  he  has  just 
received  from  Mr.  Robinson,  which  begs  Mr.  Meade  to  return.  He 
also  sends  back  the  newspaper  which  Mr.  Meade  lent  him  some  days 
ago.  He  thanks  Mr.  Meade  for  his  note  of  yesterday,  containing 
Punon  Bostros  grant,  which  shall  be  returned  to  Mr.  Meade  as  soon 
as  copied.  He  begs  Mr.  M.  not  to  forget  Alagon's  grant,  the  list  of 
counsellors,  and  above  all,  the  instructions. 

Mr.  £.  has  not  a  word  from  Cadiz  to-day.  If  Mr.  Meade  has  learnt 
or  should  learn  anything  important,  begs  that  he  would  let  him  kuow 
it. 

P.  S. — Dr.  Gough  does  not  dine  here  till  Wednesday,  on  which 
day  Mr.  E.  would  be  glad  to  see  Mr.  Meade  ata  little  family  dinner — 
four  o'clock. 

MONDAT  MORNINQ. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  He  can- 
not find  that  he  has  received  more  tnan  three  copies  of  the  letter,  and 
only  two  of  the  lawyer's  note,  (Cabezas's  note.)  Doubtless  the  third 
was  intended  to  accompany  the  third  copy  of  the  letter,  but  Mr.  Meade 
will  see  by  his  own  note  (enclosed)  that  it  did  not.  Mr.  E.  requests 
one  copy  more  of  Cabezas's  paper  for  government,  and  a  rough  draught 
of  that,  as  well  as  of  the  letter,  to  go  on  the  file,  if  Mr.  Meade  should 
wish  to  have  them  there. 

P.  S. — My  note  went  to  the  marquis  on  Saturday  morning. 

MoNDAT. 

Mr.  E.  thanks  Mr.  Meade  for  his  note  of  yesterday.  Has  Mr.  M. 
learned  what  may  have  been  the  cause  of  this  great  jubilation  ?  From 
what  Mr.  E.  has  been  told  by  one  of  his  Majesty's  council,  he  judges 
that  it  is  possible  thAt  A  certB.in  exposition  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  tribunal,  which  the  King  has  seen,  may  have  been  the  origin  of 
this  measure.     Camacaro  is  amongst  the  unfortunate. 

Friday. 

Mr.  Erving's  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  As  he  is  going  to 
despatch  ibr  Lisbon  to-day,  would  be  glad  to  have  the  copy  ot  Alagon's 
deed,  if  Mr.  Meade  has  it.  Mr.  Brent  will  copy  it,  and  Mr.  Meade's 
copy  shall  be  returned  to  him. 

TflURSDAT  MORNIKQ. 

Sir  :  I  mean  to  make  use  of  that  sentence  passed  at  Cadiz  by  the 
military  tribunal  in  the  year  1813.  That  sentence,  it  appears,  was 
lately  confirmed  here  by  the  council  of  war.  I  should  wish  to  have 
a  copy  of  this  confirmation.     Pray  send  it  to  me. 

Be  so  good,  also,  as  to  call  here  to-morrow  at  about  eleven. 
Yours,  with  much  esteem, 

Ot.  W.  ERVINQ. 
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If  you  should  see  Dr,  Gough  to-day,  pray  tell  him  that  I  want  him 
to  translate  a  long  note  for  me,  and  to  do  the  translation  here,  so  that 
Mr.  Brent's  copying  may  go  on  at  the  same  time.  Therefore,  I  wish 
that  he  could  make  it  convenient  to  call  here  to-morrow  morning  at 
10  o'clock,  and  stay  all  day — sacrificing  for  this  once  the  Puerta  del 
Sol. 

Friday  Morning. 

Sir  :  I  forgot  to  ask  you  when  here,  but  beg  you  not  to  forget  to 
send  to  me,  early  to-morrow  morning,  one  copy  of  Cabezas's  note  at 
least. 

With  much  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  ERVING, 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  Requests  that 
he  would  be  so  good  as  to  call  on  him  to-morrow  morning  early. 
If  Mr.  Meade  could  make  it  convenient  to  be  here  as  early  as  nine  to 
breakfast,  Mr.  E.  will  be  glad  to  see  him,  and  he  begs  him  to  put  that 
note  of  his  agent  in  his  pocket  which  contains  the  names  of  the  judges, 
Heredin  &  Go. 

Thursday. 

Sir  :  The  note  of  Cabesas  will  answer  very  well.  Cabezas,  I  pre- 
sume, is  Abogado,  *'  El  autor  "  (in  the  style  of  the  paper)  means,  I 
presume,  the  writer,  Cabezas,  who  speaks  of  himself  and  note  in  the 
third  person. 

If  your  excellent  little  secretary  can  bear  the  fatigue,  I  should  be 
glad  to  have  three  copies  of  Cabezas's  note  also,  and  therefore  here- 
with enclose  it. 

With  much  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  ERVING. 

Thursday  Morning. 

Mr.  Erving  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Meade.  Requests  that 
be  would  be  so  good  as  to  call  on  him  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, or  at  8  this  evening  if  it  suits  you. 

Tuesday. 

HiR :  Fray  push  Carrera  to  finish  his  affair.  I  am  desirous  to  send 
in  my  note  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  I  cannot  finish  it  till  I  have 
your  papers,  and  I  have  many  copies  to  make. 

With  much  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  ERVING. 
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No.  59. 

Washington,  February  24,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  his  secretary,  stating 
that  on  due  application  to  the  Department  of  State  the  documents 
which  I  had  reque6ted  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  on  the 
21st  instant  would  be  furnished  me. 

That  letter  having,  as  I  understand,  been  transmitted  to  you,  it 
onlv  remains  for  me  to  request,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  that 
they  may  be  furnished  me  with  as  little  delay  as  podsible,  and  which, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  stating,  is  so  much  more  important  as  Congress 
is  about  to  close  its  session,  and  my  memorial  is  now  pending  before 
a  committee  of  the  lower  house. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  found  inconvenient  to  comply  with  my  petition, 
as  it  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

K.  W.  MEADE. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Washington. 


No.  60. 

Philadelphia,  January  17,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  a  statement  of  the  grounds  of 
my  husband's  claims  on  the  Spanish  government,  which  will  be 
followed  by  a  specific  statement  of  the  amount  due  him  from  said 
government,  showing  the  amount  due  on  libramientos  or  treasury 
notes  now  in  his  possession,  on  contracts,  and  on  damages  on  bills 
received  from  said  government,  as  well  as  his  reclamation  on  the 
score  of  the  unjust  imprisonment  suffered  by  him  for  two  years. 

The  time  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  which 
I  received  this  statement  was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make  out  a 
detail  of  his  claims;  but  thinking  it  important  that  some  statement 
should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you,  he  hastily  made  ojut  the 
enclosed,  trusting  that,  in  the  event  of  a  speedy  conclusion  between 
our  country  and  Spain,  this  document  would  serve  as  a  guide  for  that 
protection  which  his  government  may  think  proper  to  grant  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

MARGARET  MEADE. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

The  claims  of  Richard  W.  Meade  on  the  Spanish  government  are 
comprised  under  the  three  following  heads  : 

Ist.  Sales  of  goods  to  government  under  contracts  ;  loans  of  specie 
and  provisions  ;  the  latter  lent  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  then 
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government  of  Spain,  and  in  periods  of  thei^  greatest  distress.  For 
the  provisions,  prices  were  afterwards  agreed  on  and  guarantee  given 
to  Mr.  Meade  for  the  payment,  but  which  has  never  been  complied 
with,  and  Mr.  Meade  has  not  been  able  to  recover  the  amount 
acknowledged  due  him,  though  he  procured  regular  condemnation 
through  the  competent  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  execution  against 
the  individual  who  became  guarantee,  and  who  is  a  Spanish  merchant. 
Mr.  Meade  has  been  prevented  from  carrying  the  execution  into  effect, 
by  a  royal  order  issued  by  the  minister  of  finance,  in  consequence  of 
this  individual  having  several  contracts  pending  actually  with  this 
government.  Against  the  injustice  and  illegality  of  this  order  the 
tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz  have  made  three  very  strong  represen- 
tations, pointing  out  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the  credit  and 
honor  of  the  nation  if  the  sentence  of  the  tribunals  of  justice  granted 
in  favor  of  a  foreign  merchant  can  be  set  aside  by  a  ministerial  order, 
though  under  the  sanction  of  the  King,  merely  because  the  individual 
against  whom  judgment  was  given  had  entered  into  other  contracts 
with  the  government. 

The  last  of  these  representations  is^  however,  yet  undecided.  Mr. 
Meade  only  waits  the  present  minister  of  finance's  answer,  in  order 
to  lay  this  case  before  Mr.  Erving,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid,  with  all  the  documents,  who  has  promised  him  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  minister  of  state.  This  particular  case  is  one  of  high 
importance,  and  it  is  intended  to  point  out,  in  the  complaint  which  is 
to  be  made  to  the  King,  through  Mr.  Yrujo,  the  present  secretary  of 
state,  the  pjrsecution  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  enormous  difference  in 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Spain  when  an  American  citizen  is 
defendant  and  when  a  plaintiff. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade's  imprisonment,  which  lasted  above  two 
years,  and  which  finally  has  been  declared  illegal  by  the  King,  Mr. 
Meade  was  put  into  prison  because  he  refused  paying  a  second  time 
a  sum  of  money  which  the  King  actually  held  and  holds  in  his  own 
possession.  And  in  the  present  case,  when  Mr.  Meade  is  plaintiff  and 
calls  for  the  payment  of  above  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  which  he  has 
attained  a  regular  judgment  through  all  the  different  tribunals  to 
which  appeals  are  allowed,  or  can  be  made,  and  in  a  case  where  the 
government  holds  property  of  the  debtor's,  they  refuse  to  allow  Mr. 
Meade  to  execute  his  judgment  against  the  de'btor,  or  to  suspend  the 
payments  which  they  are  making  to  him  weekly  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  judgment;  and  thus  Mr.  Meade  is  kept  out  of  his  money,  and 
cannot  get  it  either  from  the  government,  who  received  the  pro- 
visions from  Mr.  Meade,  nor  irom  the  man  who  guaranteed  the 
transaction. 

The  other  libramientos  are  for  specific  sums,  and  admit  of  no  dispute. 
The  only  excuse  for  not  paying  them  is  the  present  state  of  the  finances 
and  the  great  want  of  money.  The  claims,  however,  of  foreigners 
in  general  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  King  since  his  coming  to 
the  throne.  Those  of  Spaniards  are,  with  few  exceptions,  all  declared 
as  appertaining  to  the  mass  of  public  debt,  for  which  provision  is 
hereaiter  to  be  made,  but  which  are  considered  as  waste  paper  at 
present.     By  a  special  decree  of  his  Majesty,  dated  on  9th  September, 
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1816,  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  Mr.  Meade's  demands  on  the  govern- 
ment have  been  fully  recognized  as  just  and  legitimate,  and  the  order 
directs  that  they  should  he  paid  agreeably  to  the  original  stipulations, 
but  which  have  never  been  complied  with. 

Whatever  part  of  these  libramientos  Mr.  Meade  has  recovered  since 
1813,  and  particularly  since  the  arrival  of  the  King,  Ferdinand,  in 
Bpain,  in  1814,  has  been  with  a  loss  on  the  original  capital  of  about 
one-third,  besides  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  interests  for  a  number  of  years, 
which  has  made  the  total  loss  amount  to  one-half  the  capital.  Mr. 
Meade  remains,  however^  with  a  considerable  sum  of  those  libramien- 
tos, for  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  recover  one  shilling  since  his 
imprisonment,  in  May,  1816^  though  acknowledged,  and  repeated 
orders  given  for  their  payment. 

2d.  A  demand  on  the  Spanish  government  for  damages  and  actual 
losses  sustained  by  Mr.  Meade  on  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  to  Mr. 
Meade's  order  by  the  minister  of  finance,  by  order  of  the  regency, 
dated  in  1812,  on  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  payable  at  Vera  Cruz,  for 
$300,000,  the  specie  of  which  was  allowed  to  be  exported  by  special 
contract  to  London.  The  bill  was  protested,  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars only  were  paid  in  Mexico  on  account,  and  that  in  tobacco.  The 
actual  loss  which  accrued  to  Mr.  Meade  on  this  transaction  amounts 
to  considerably  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  he  had 
an  English  vessel  detained  at  Vera  Cruz  twelve  months,  waiting  for 
the  specie  ;  and  the  Cortes,  who  then  governed  Spain,  commanded  that 
Mr.  Meade  should  be  heard  in  justice  respecting  his  claim  for  damages, 
viz  :  that  the  affair  should  be  regularly  tried  and  the  damages  assessed 
by  a  competent  tribunal.  In  1815  Mr.  Me^de  obtained,  also,  an  order 
from  his  present  Majesty  directing  the  supreme  council  of  finance  to 
hear  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade  and  to  decide  on  the  question  ;  but 
Mr.  Meade  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  any  decision  or  satisfaction 
from  the  council,  though  the  fiscal  admits  the  justness  of  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  ibr  damages,  and  Mr.  Meade  possesses  the  most  ample  testimo- 
nies to  fully  establish  the  same. 

3d,  and  lastly.  The  claim  which  Mr.  Meade  has  for  his  illegal 
imprisonment,  the  damages  he  sustained  thereby,  as  well  as  the  total 
ruin  of  his  mercantile  establishment  at  Cadiz,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
penses he  was  put  to  to  defend  himself. 

The  foregoing  comprises  all  Mr.  Meade's  personal  claims,  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  estimate,  may  amount,  altogether,  to  between  three 
and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Madrid,  March  1,  1819. 


The  claims  of  Bichard  W.  Meade  on  the  Spanish  government  are 
comprised  under  the  three  following  heads : 

Ist.  Sales  of  goods  to  the  government  under  contracts ;  loans  of 
specie  and  provisions  ;  the  latter  lent  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
then  government  of  Spain^  and  in  periods  of  their  greatest  distress. 


RICHARD   W.   MEADE  523 

For  the  provisions,  prices  were  afterwards  agreed  on,  and  a  guarantee 
given  to  Mr.  Meade  for  the  payment,  but  which  has  never  been  com- 
plied with,  and  Mr.  Meade  ban  not  been  able  to  recover  the  amount 
acknowledged  due  him,  though  he  procured  regular  condemnation 
through  the  competent  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  execution  against 
the  individual  who  became  guarantee,  and  who  is  a  Spanish  merchant. 
Mr.  Meade  has  been  prevented  from  carrying  the  execution  into  effect 
by  a  royal  order  issued  by  the  minister  of  finance,  in  consequence  of 
this  individual  having  several  contracts  pending  actually  with  this 
government.  Against  the  injustice  and  illegality  of  this  order  the 
tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz  have  made  three  very  strong  repre- 
sentations, pointing  out  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the  credit  and 
honor  of  the  nation  if  the  sentence  of  the  tribunals  of  justice  granted 
in  favor  of  a  foreign  merchant  can  be  set  aside  by  a  ministerial  order, 
though  under  the  sanction  of  the  King,  merely  because  the  individual 
against  whom  judgment  was  given  had  entered  into  other  contracts 
with  the  government. 

The  last  of  these  representations  is,  however,  yet  undecided.  Mr. 
Meade  only  waits  the  present  minister  of  finance's  answer  in  order  to 
lay  this  case  before  Mr.  Erving,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  with  all  the  documents,  who  has  promised  him  to  lay  the 
same  belore  the  minister  of  state.  This  particular  case  is  one  of  high 
importance,  and  it  is  intended  to  point  out.  in  the  complaint  which  is 
to  be  made  to  the  King,  through  Mr.  Yrujo,  the  present  secretary  of 
state,  the  persecution  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  enormous  difference  in 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Spain  when  an  American  citizen  is 
defendant  and  when  a  plaintiff.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade's  impris- 
onment, which  lasted  above  two  years,  and  which  finally  has  been 
declared  illegal  by  the  king,  Mr.  Meade  was  put  into  prison  because 
he  refused  paying  a  second  time  a  sum  of  money  which  the  King 
actually  held  and  holds  in  his  own  possession.  And  in  the  present 
case,  when  Mr.  Meade  is  plaintiff  and  calls  for  the  payment  ot  above 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  which  he  has  obtained  a  regular  judgment 
through  all  the  different  tribunals  to  which  appeals  are  allowed  or 
can  be  made,  and  in  a  case  where  the  government  holds  property  of 
the  debtor's,  they  refuse  to  allow  Mr.  Meade  to  execute  his  judgment 
against  the  debtor,  or  to  suspend  the  payments  which  they  are  making 
to  him  weekly  in  order  to  satisfy  the  judgment.  And  thus  Mr.  Meade 
is  kept  out  of  his  money,  and  cannot  get  it  either  from  the  govern- 
ment, who  received  the  provisions  from  Mr.  Meade,  nor  trom  the  man 
who  guaranteed  the  transaction. 

The  other  libramientos  are  for  specific  sums,  and  admit  of  no  dispute. 
The  only  excuse  for  not  paying  them  is  the  present  state  of  the 
finances  and  the  great  want  of  money.  The  claims,  however,  of  for- 
eigners in  general  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  King  since  his 
coming  to  the  throne.  Those  of  Spaniards  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
all  declared  as  appertaining  to  the  mass  of  public  debt  for  which  pro- 
vision is  hereatter  to  be  made,  but  which  are  considered  as  waste  paper 
at  present.  By  a  special  decree  of  his  Majesty,  dated  September  9, 
1816,  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  Mr.  Meade's  demands  on  the  govern- 
ment have  been  fully  recognized  as  just  and  legitimate,  and  the  order 
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directs  that  they  should  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  original  stipalations, 
but  which  have  never  been  complied  with. 

Whatever  part  of  these  libramientos  Mr.  Meade  has  recovered  since 
1813,  and  particularly  since  the  arrival  of  the  King,  Ferdinand,  in 
Spain,  in  1814,  has  been  with  a  loss  on  the  original  capital  of  about 
one-third,  besides  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  interests  for  a  number  of 
years,  which  has  made  the  total  loss  amount  to  one-half  the  capital. 
Mr.  Meade,  however,  remains  with  a  considerable  sum  of  those  libra- 
mientos for  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  recover  one  shilling  since 
his  imprisonment  in  May,  1816,  though  acknowledged,  and  repeated 
orders  given  for  their  payment. 

2d.  A  demand  on  the  Spanish  government  for  damages  and  actual 
losses  sustained  by  Mr.  Meade  on  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  to  Mr. 
Meade's  order  by  the  minister  of  finance,  by  order  of  the  regency, 
dated  in  1812,  on  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  payable  at  Vera  Cruz,  for 
$300,000,  the  specie  of  which  was  allowed  to  be  exported  by  special 
contract  to  London.  The  bill  was  protested,  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars only  were  paid  in  Mexico  on  account,  and  that  in  tobacco.  The 
actual  loss  which  accrued  to  Mr.  Meade  on  this  transaction  amounts  to 
considerably  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  had  an 
English  vessel  detained  at  Vera  Cruz  twelve  months,  waiting  for  the 
specie ;  and  the  Cortes  which  then  governed  Spain  commanded  that 
Mr.  Meade  should  be  heard  injustice  respecting  his  claim  for  damages, 
viz :  that  the  affair  should  be  regularly  tried^  and  the  damages  assessed 
by  a  competent  tribunal.  In  1815  Mr.  Meade  obtained,  also,  an  order 
from  his  present  Majesty  directing  the  supreme  council  of  finance  to 
hear  the  demands  of  Mr.  Meade  and  to  decide  on  the  question,  but 
Mr.  Meade  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  any  decision  or  satisfaction 
from  the  council,  though  the  fiscal  admits  the  justness  of  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  for  damages,  and  Mr.  Meade  possesses  the  most  ample  testimo- 
nies to  fully  establish  the  same. 

3d,  and  lastly.  The  claim  which  Mr.  Meade  has  for  his  illegal 
imprisonment,  the  damages  he  sustained  thereby,  as  well  as  the  total 
ruin  of  his  mercantile  establishment  at  Cadiz,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
penses he  was  put  to  to  defend  himself. 

The  foregoing  comprises  all  Wr.  Meade's  personal  claims,  and, 
according  to  his  estimate,  may  amount,  altogether,  to  between  three 
and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Madrid,  November  6,  1818. 


No.  61. 

Washington,  January  20,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  letter  and  some  papers 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Meade  to  place  his  claims  upon  Spain  under  the 
protection  of  the  government  in  case  a  treaty  should  be  made  with 
that  power.     You  will  also  find  enclosed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meade, 


BICHABD   W.   MEADE.  525 

which  I  send  chiefly  on  acconnt  of  the  concluding  paragraph,  and  will 
thank  you^  after  reading  it,  to  cause  it  to  be  returned  to  me. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obe- 
dient servant^ 

JOHN  SERGEANT. 
Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  62. 

Washington,  February  21,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  duly  reflected  on  the  conversation  which  I  had  with 
yon  this  morning,  in  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  relate  to  me 
the  steps  you  had  adopted  regarding  the  memorial  I  had  the  honor  to 
present  to  you  on  the  subject  of  my  claims  on  Spain^  which  claims,  it 
18  stated  by  that  government,  are  included  iti  the  late  treaty  made  and 
ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  the  payment  whereof,  I  understand,  was 
immediately  to  be  made  to  me ;  and  also,  sir,  on  what  you  were 
pleased  to  say  relative  to  your  willingness  and  anxiety  to  do  every- 
thing in  your  power  to  serve  me,  being  convinced  of  the  peculiar  sit- 
uation in  which  I  was  placed. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  of  you^  sir,  to  cause  to  be  furnished 
to  me  a  copy  of  the  paper  or  document  of  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  sent 
by  you  to  the  Senate,  regarding  my  said  memorial,  in  order  that  I 
may  be  made  acquainted  with  its  contents,  to  enable  me  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment  of  that  gentleman's  objections,  and  also  for  the  better 
defence  of  my  just  and  legitimate  rights,  whether  against  this  gov- 
ernment or  that  of  Spain ;  and  I  request  that  the  document  may  be 
duly  authenticated  under  the  signature  of  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  to 
enable  me,  in  case  it  may  be  necessary,  to  present  it  to  the  Spanish 
government,  that  it  may  be  received  by  them  as  a  document  in  an  au- 
thentic form. 

I  have  also  to  entreat  of  you,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to  allow  me  to 
have  some  paper  or  document  in  due  form,  stating  whether  my  claim 
is  or  is  not  included  in  the  treaty,  in  the  6th  renunciations  (of  the  9th 
article)  made  by  this  government  in  favor  of  Spain. 

It  has  been  argued,  sir,  by  one  of  the  senators  (and  I  have  the  inform- 
ation from  himself)  that  my  claim  was  not,  could  not  be  included  in  the 
treaty,  and  this  argument  may  have  its  weight,  sir,  with  some  others. 
I  must  beg  leave,  sir,  however,  to  state  that,  in  the  only  conversation 
that  I  ever  had  with  Mr.  Secretary  Adams  on  the  subject,  I  requested 
him  to  inform  me  explicitly  whether  he  considered  my  claim  included 
or  not  in  the  treaty,  and  he  expressly  told  me  thcU  he  did  consider  my 
daim  included.  Now,  sir,  taking  it  for  granted  that  no  one  could 
better  decide  this  question  than  the  negotiator  himself,  and  that  he 
did  decide  it  in  the  affirmative  to^myselfj  I  arrive,  sir,  at  the  only  re- 
maining point  which  can  possibly  be  doubtful,  or  occasion  any  ques- 
tioDy  and  that  is,  whether^  by  assuming  my  claim,  viz :  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  United  States  undertaking  to  give  a  full  discharge  to 
Spain  for  my  private  debt,  it  has  or  has  not  made  itself  responsible  for 
the  amount  to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  form  and  manner  as 
^pain  herself  was  bound  to  me.  And  this  question,  sir,  I  am  ready, 
willing,  and  anxious  should  be  decided  by  the  only  authority  compe- 
tent to  decide  on  a  question  of  the  kind,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  point  of 
law  involving  one  of  the  laws  of  nations.  I  mean,  sir,  that  it  should 
be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  would 
humbly  and  most  respectfully  beg  of  you  to  recommend  this  measure 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  whom  I  solicit  and  entreat  that 
my  memorial  may  be  sent,  and  to  whom  I  mean  to  apply  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  a  question  of  vital  importance  to  myself  and  family. 

I  have  too  much  reliance  in  the  promises  you  were  so  obliging  as  to 
give  me  to-day,  and  in  the  known  honor  and  integrity  of  your  char- 
acter, to  doubt  for  one  moment  that  you  will  hesitate  to  do  all  that 
you  possibly  can  ;  indeed,. sir,  I  confide  much  in  your  known  princi- 
ples, which  I  am  sure  will  never  permit  you  to  refuse  an  act  of  justice 
to  an  injured  fellow-citizen. 

I  remain,  sir.  with  due  respect  and  consideration,  your  grateful  and 
much  obliged  fellow-citizen^ 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

James  Monrob, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


No.  63. 

Washington  City,  December  5,  1825. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  stated  to  me,  previous  to  my  departure  from 
Spain,  in  1820,  that  the  6th  renunciation  contained  in  the  9th  article 
of  the  treaty  c  )ncluded  at  Washington  in  February,  1819,  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  had  been  in- 
serted for  the  express  purpose  of  including  my  claims,  no  others  at  that 
period  of  a  similar  description  being  known  to  either  government, 
though,  should  any  hereafter  be  found,  they  were  to  have  the  benefit 
of  the  said  renunciation,  I  made  the  assertion  in  my  first  memorial, 
addressed  to  you  in  February,  1821. 

Since  that  period  the  fact  was  confirmed  to  me,  though  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  commissioners  named  for  the  settlement  of  all 
claims  never  considered  the  5th  renunciation  in  that  point  of  view, 
and  my  claim  was  rejected ;  and  I  have  been  compelled  to  apply  to 
Cono^ress  for  redress,  inasmuch  as  Spain  has  formally  declared  that 
the  claims,  as  regards  her,  have  been  discharged,  and  that  she  never 
will  listen  to  any  reclamation  from  me  on  the  subject. 

Permit  me,  sir,  most  respectfully,  to  request  you  to  inform  me 
whether  the  facts  are  not  as  stated  in  this  letter,  and  whether  you 
did  not  understand  that  my  claims  on  Spain  had  been  fully  discharged 
to  S[)ain  and  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  the  final  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.     It  is  a  subject  of  deep  personal  interest  to  my- 
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self  and  numerous  family,  and  I  flatter  myself,  from  your  known  char- 
acter of  goodness  and  exalted  integrity,  that  you  will  condescend  to 
give  me  an  answer  to  my  inquiries^  which  may  serve  for  my  govern- 
ment in  the  prosecution  of  my  claim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  due  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE 

Hon.  James  Monboe,  Virginia, 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  faithful  copy. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Oak  Hill,  December  31,  1825. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  lately  a  letter  from  you,  with  one  enclosed  from 
Mr.  Meade  to  you,  respecting  his  claim  under  the  Spanish  treaty.  It  is 
certain  that  the  renunciatien  mentioned  in  both  letters,  contained  in 
that  treaty,  was  intended  to  include  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  other 
cases,  if  there  were  any  of  the  kind.  I  stated  this  fact  to  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Cheves  in  conversation  sometime  since,  from  whom,  I  presume, 
he  received  the  information.  The  fact,  however,  is  well  known  to  the 
President,  from  whom  all  information  will  now  come  with  much  greater 
propriety  than  from  me. 

It  is,  however,  possible  that  he  may  have  some  delicacy  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  prefer  that  I  should  state  it.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and  be 
intimated  either  by  him  or  Mr.  Clay,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  do  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  faithful  extract. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


No.  64. 

[No.  S(t,  page  303.] 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nelson  (No.  35)  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 

Madrid y  Juty  15,  1824 

The  change  in  the  cabinet  of  H.  C.  M.  in  the  removal  of  the  Count 
Ofalia  from  his  office  of  first  secretary  of  state  occurred  two  days 
since,  and  is  disclosed  in  the  annexed  document,  dated  the  13th  in- 
stant, which  announced  this  alteration.  This  place  is  filled  ^'  ad  inte- 
rim "  by  Salazar,  the  minister  of  marine  ;  but  the  permanent  appoint- 
ment is  conferred  on  La  Bermudes,  the  minister  of  Spain  to  England, 
who  is  at  present  not  in  the  kingdom. 

This  constant  changing  of  the  ministry  at  the  head  of  their  foreign 
affairs  is  extremely  embarrassing  to  the  intercourse  which  other  na- 
tions are  constrained  to  hold  with  this  government. 

It  will  be  fortunate  for  Spain  if  foreigners  alone  feel  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  this  perpetual  vacillation.  The  Count  Ofalia  is  not  only 
deprived  of  his  office,  but  banished  from  Madrid  and  ordered  to  retire 
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to  his  estates  in  Grenada.  This  removal  is  regretted  by  most  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  who  found  the  Count  ready  in  his  duties,  accessible 
in  his  deportment  and  easy  and  polite  in  his  intercourse  with  them. 

I  have  now  had  the  honor  to  present  my  respects  to  four  of  these 
different  gentlemen  in  about  six  months.  It  produces  a  necessity  of 
beginning  **  ab  ovo'*  with  each  new  secretary,  on  all  matters  o*"  con- 
sequence, on  which  one  may  have  discoursed  and  corresponded  repeat- 
edly, and  in  which  the  hope  may  have  been  indulged  that  an  approach 
was  making  to  the  consummation  of  some  desired  object. 


No.  65. 

Gbobgbtown,  December  22,  1829. 

Sir  :  I  again  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  my  memorial,  as 
executrix  of  my  husband,  with  a  wish  that  it  may  be  presented  by  you 
to  the  honorable  body  over  which  you  preside. 

In  asking  this  favor  of  you,  sir,  I  hope  I  do  nothing  out  of  the  usual 
course,  as  1  know  no  one  to  whom  I  can,  with  more  confidence,  com- 
mit the  interests  of  my  deceased  husband's  creditors  and  unfortunate 
family. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

MARGARET  C.  MEADE, 

Executrix. 

Honorable  A.  Stevenson. 


No.  66. 

Washington,  May  10,  1826. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  some  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  business 
to  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  session,  the  bill  No.  223,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  petition  of  my  private 
claim,  has  been  placed  among  the  public  bills  in  the  class  No.  2. 

The  honorable  chairman  admits  that  it  was  done  by  mistake.  As  it 
is  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  me  that  my  claim  should  be  decided 
on  this  session,  and  conceiving  thiat  I  am  entitled  to  common  justice 
to  have  the  error  corrected,  and  the  bill  placed  in  due  course,  in  con- 
formity with  its  number,  among  the  private  claims,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  appealing,  sir,  to  your  well  known  character  for  justice  and  integ- 
rity to  do  me  the  favor  to  examine  iuto  the  facts,  as  contained  in  the 
enclosed  report  and  bill,  and  to  oblige  me  by  directing  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  insert  the  bill  in  its  proper  place,  or  to  adopt  such  other 
course  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  as  may,  in  your  better  judg- 
ment, seem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  fellow-citizen  and  obedient 
seivant, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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19th  CONGhBESS,  1st  SbSSION,  HoUSK  of  BBPRESENTATnhBS,  No.  174. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  OommUtee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  petiium  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 

referred  to  them  by  the  House,  report: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  claimant  to  a  portion  of  the  five  million 
fund,  provided  hy  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  ;  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
carry  into  effect  the  11th  article  of  that  treaty  rejected  his  claim  on 
the  last  day  of  their  session. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  decision  of  the  commissioners, 
forming  a  tribunal  of  limited  and  specified  jurisdiction  under  a  treaty, 
ought  to  be  considered  conclusive,  and  would  recommend  that  the 
whole  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Spain  prior 
to  1819  should  be  deemed  settled ;  but  the  petitioner  alleges  that  his 
claim  has  not  been  and  could  not  be  fairly  examined  by  the  commis- 
sioners, for  the  want  of  sundry  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish 
government,  which  they  were  bound  to  furnish ;  which  were  at  his 
instance  duly  demanded,  were  not  furnished  prior  to  the  day  fixed  by 
tlie  treaty  for  the  termination  of  the  commission,  and  the  final  deci- 
sion on  all  claims  presented  to  it ;  indeed,  not  yet  furnished  by  the 
government  of  Spain.  The  evidence  laid  before  the  committee  shows 
that  the  commissioners  deemed  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade  em- 
braced by  the  treaty ;  that,  at  his  instance,  a  demand  was  made  on 
Spain  fur  the  evidences  deemed  by  them  necessary  to  a  fair  examina- 
tion of  it ;  that  this  demand  was  not  made  on  Spain,  owing  to  unfore- 
seen occurrences,  until  a  short  time  previous  to  the  termination  of  the 
commission,  although  the  application  for  them  by  Meade  had  been 
made  fourteen  months  prior  to  that  time. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  believe  that  provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  petitioner  ;  that  he  should  not  suffer  by  the  delay 
to  furnish  evidence  in  the  hands  of  Spain  that  we  have  demanded,  and 
they  were  bound  to  furnish.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  to  give  him 
the  means  of  establishing  his  claim  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  board 
of  commissioners  still  existed. 

As  it  is  known  to  the  committee  that  there  are  several  other  claim- 
ants in  the  same  situation  as  the  petitioner,  they  present  a  bill  embra- 
cing all  cases  of  a  similar  kind.  They  deem  it,  however,  proper  to 
state  to  the  House  that,  as  the  five  million  fund  provided  by  the  treaty 
has  been  distributed  among  the  claimants  whose  claims  were  allowed 
by  the  commissioners,  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  paid  will  be  in 
addition  to  that  sum.  In  all  cases  where  the  delay  to  furnish  evidence 
Rep.  0.  C.  226 34. 
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can  be  attribnted  to  Spain,  tbere  bao  been  a  violation  on  her  part  of 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  for  which  she  is,  and  should  be  held, 
answerable  to  the  United  States.  The  committee  think  that  this  ques- 
tion of  liability  and  its  extent  should  not  be  further  touched  until  the 
facts  are  cleaily  ascertained,  and  the  money  paid  by  the  United  States. 


19th  CioNGREdS,  1st  Session,  House  of  Bepresentativbs,  No.  223. 

(Reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ) 

Afri^  22,  1826.— Bead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole  Hoiue  on 

Monday  next. 

A  BILL  to  make  provision  for  the  settlement  of  sundry  claims  under  the  Florida  treaty. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  direct  the  Third  Auditor  to  examine 
and  liquidate  all  such  claims,  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  rejected  by  the 
board  of  commissioners,  as  were  rejected  for  the  want  of  any  documents 
or  evidence  which  the  Spanish  government  was  bound  to  furnish,  and 
which  had  been  duly  demanded  of  that  government,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  said  treaty,  by  the  United  States,  and  not  received  before 
the  eighth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Third  Auditor  shall 
proceed  upon  the  rules  of  examination  and  liquidation  adopted  by  the 
board  of  commissioners,  appointed  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  aforesaid  ;  and  that,  of  the  claims  which  he  shall  adjudge  to  be 
valid,  there  shall  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  same  proportionate  amount  as  was  paid  on 
claims  allowed  by  the  aforesaid  board  of  commissioners. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enactedj  That  the  Third  Auditor  shall  be 
allowed  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act  the  sum 

of dollars,  in  addition  to  the  salary  now  allowed  him 

by  law. 


No.  6T. 

Philadelpbia,  16  (2e  Octubre  de  1822. 

MuT  Senor  Mio  :  He  recibido  la  carta  de  Vmd.  de  1*.  del  pre- 
sente  m£s,  en  la  que  se  sirve  comunicarme  que  la  comision  instanvada 
en  Washington  en  complimiento  del  Tratado  de  22  de  Febrero  de  1819, 
habia  declarado  judicialmente  el  17  de  Junio  ultimo,  su  intencion  de 
considerar  como  unla  la  liquidacion  hecha  por  el  Gohierno  Espafiolde 
las  reclamaciones  que  Ymd.  tiene  contra  £1,  y  de  pedir  otras  pruebos 
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del  valor  y  jnsticia  de  ellas ;  conclayendo  con  preguntarme  si  puede 
Ymd.  contar  con  la  intervencion  de  la  Espafia  &  en  favor^  y  con  que 
eo  caso  necesario  se  presenten  los  documentos,  expedientes,  y  evideacia, 
&  qne  alud6o  en  la  carta  que  me  diriges  en  Abril  de  este  ano. 

Me  ha  sorprendido  sobre  mauera  lo  que  Ymd.  me  participa  8obre  la 
resolncion  de  la  comision,  y  me  persuade  que  no  persistir^  en  ella  cu- 
ando  reflexione  sobre  la  injusticia  que  encierra,  y  sobre  la  notable 
injuria  que  hace  &  mi  Gobierno. 

La  obligacion  y  los  des^os  de  la  comision  en  el  ^xamen  de  la  recla- 
macion  de  Ymd.  no  pueden  ser  otros  que  el  de  oonvenoerse  de  sn  justi- 
ciar para  adjudicarle  su  importe.  A  este  fidebe  exiger  de  Ymd.  la 
presentacion  de  los  documentos  mas  autenticos  y  fchacientes  que  se 
conorcan  en  el  Fays  en  que  tubieron  lugar  sus  reclamaciones,  y  si  Ymd. 
los  Sxibe,  y  prueba  que  tienen  el  mayor  caracter  de  autenticidad,  y  que 
est&n  autorirados  por  los  Tribunales  establecidos  al  efecto  en  dicho 
PayS;  y  por  las  personas  a  las  que  por  hallarse  &  la  cabeza  del  Grobierno 
debe  prestarseles  entero  credito,  no  existion  do  corporaciones  ni  indi- 
viduos  mas  elevados  ni  a  quienes  se  les  pueda  prestar  mayor  confianza, 
68  claro  que  la  comision  no  puede  pedir  una  evidencia  mas  satisfactoria. 
Ahora  bien,  la  liquidacion  que  &  Ymd.  se  le  hSso  por  el  Gobierno  Es- 
panel  tfibo  lugar  a  instancias  del  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en 
Madrid  ;  no  fue  la  obra  de  negetos  elegidos  por  el  Ministerio,  sino  de 
los  Tribunales  mas  respetables  de  Espa&a ;  no  se  examino  por  uno  solo, 
sino  par  varias  comisiones  compuestas  de  individuos  de  la  mayor  pro- 
bidad,  alta  gerarquea  y  poco  dispuestos  ^  favoreur  &  Ymd. ;  y  al  fin 
despues  de  los  tramites  mas  minucioros  recib^o  la  sancion  del  Bey. 
Es  muy  de  notar  que  cuando  todo  este  se  egecut6,  no  habia  apariencia 
de  que  los  Estados  Unidos  fue^en  los  que  se  obligaren  &  pagar  esta 
denda ;  y  cuando  se  comunicd  por  el  Ministro  de  Estado  al  de  los  Es- 
tados Unidos  en  Madrid,  la  liquidacion  que  se  habi&  hecho  a  Ymd.,  no 
solo  no  la  puro  ninguu  reparo,  sino  que  deo  las  gracias  en  nombre  de 
su  Gobierno,  y  se  mostro  muy  satisfecho  de  ella.  Esta  liquidacion  asi 
sancionada  por  8.  M.  Catolica,  admitida  y  aprobada  por  el  Ministro 
de  los  Estados  Unidos^  es  la  que  Ymd.  presenta  k  la  comision  ;  y  que 
documento  podrd  dar  k  Ymd.  un  Gobierno  que  s6a  mas  convincente? 
Prestara  mas  fe  la  comision  a  la  firma  de  un  Escribano,  6  de  un  nego- 
ciante^  que  al  testimonio  del  consejo  de  Hacienda,  del  Tribunal  mayor 
de  cuentas,  del  Fuorero  General,  del  Ministro  de  Hacienda,  y  en  una 
palabra  del  mismo  Bey  ?  Negara  la  comision  su  credito  a  el  Monarca 
y  autoridades,  k  los  que  lo  presta  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ? 
Podri  dud&r  qne  la  Espafia  habr&  hecho  con  la  mas  exacta  escruputo* 
ridad  una  liquidacion  que  en  el  tiempo  de  los  mayores  apuros  de  su 
Erario  crera  deb6a  satistacer  ella  misma  ? 

Aunque  estoy  persuadido  de  que  Ymd.  habr&  hecho  estas  refiexiones, 
he  creido  deber  apuntarlas  para  observarle  que  la  consecuencia  natural 
qne  se  deduce  de  ellas  es,  que  el  Gobierno  Espaiiol  considerar&  como 
un  grave  iosulto  el  que  se  mire  como  nulo  el  testimonio  de  cuanta  se 
reconoce  por  mas  sagrado  y  respetable  en  Espaila ;  qne  jamas  con- 
sentir^  en  que  se  ponga  en  duda  la  legalidad  y  pureza  con  que  se  ha 
hecho  la  liquidacion  de  Ymd.,  que  tiene  todos  los  caracteres  de  auten- 
ticidad que  se  la  podian  dar ;  y  enfin,  que  aunque  luSre  factible  el 
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volver  a  rumir  los  docnmentos  que  sirvieron  para  haoer  la  liqnidacion 
citada,  8.  M.  Catolica  conoce  demanado  la  que  se  debe  &  8U  alta  dig- 
nidad,  a  la  repntacion  de  bus  ministros  y  6  la  integridad  de  bus  Tri- 
bunales,  para  acceder  &  que  una  comiBion  extrangera  se  crea  autorizada 
6.  revisar  bub  decretos.  En  cuanto  &  lo  demas  puede  Ymd.  eBtar  siguro 
de  que  eBtoy  pronto  4  preBtarle  cuautos  buenoB  oficioB  cr^a  neceBitar 
cerca  de  eBte  Gobierno. 

DioB  guarde  &  Ymd.  muchoB  afioB. 

JOAQUIM  DE  ANDUAGA. 

SeSor  Don  Bioabdo  Meadb« 


No.  68. 

Boston,  Sq^tember  13, 1818. 

Rib  :  Your  letter  of  6tb  of  June  bas  been  submitted  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  whose  direction  I  hare 
the  honor  of  informing  you  that,  in  the  negotiations  pending  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  President  that 
provision  shall  be  made  for  the  eventual  adjustment  and  satisfaction 
of  the  just  claims  of  many  citizens  of  the  United  States,  among  which 
every  attention  which  may  be  proper  will  be  shown  to  yours.  It  ha« 
been  contemplated  that  means  might  be  found  by  the  cession  of 
Florida  for  obtaining  this  satisfaction  in  a  manner  which  may  not  he 
burdensome  to  Spain,  which  expectation  will  be  disappointed  if  the 
property  of  all  the  vacant  lands  in  the  province  should  be  granted  by 
the  King  of  Spain  to  individuals  before  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction 
to  the  United  States.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that  in  case  of  the 
conclusion  of  a  treaty,  including  this  cession,  all  grants  after  a  certain 
date  to  be  agreed  upon  will  be  annulled.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
say  what  that  will  be,  nor  to  give  you  any  hopes  of  an  early  and 
favorable  conclusion  of  the  negotiation. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient 
servant 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
B.  W.  Meads,  Esq.,  Cadiz. 


No.  69. 

LsGhATION  OF  THB  UnITBD  StaTES, 

Madrid,  March  3,  1819. 

Sir:  The  minister  has  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  eo' 
closiog  a  note  of  your  claims  on  the  Spanish  government,  which  yoa 
desire  to  be  put  upon  record.  I  have  received  the  same  from  him  and 
filed  it  in  the  archives  of  the  legation. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  L.  BRENT. 
BiCHABD  W.  Meadb,  Esq. 
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No.  70. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 
Washingtofiy  February  14,  1826. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  agreeahly  to  the  request  contaiaed  in  your 
letter  of  the  6th  instant,  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  following 
papers  in  relation  to  the  case  of  B.  W.  Meade,  esq. : 

Commissioners  under  Florida  treaty  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of 
State,  April  18,  1823. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  minister  plenipotentiary  in  Spain,  May 
13,  1823. 

Schedule  of  papers  ^  <£c.,  <£c.,  <£c.,  referred  to  in  the  above  letters. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Adams^  extract,  December  26,  1823. 

Same  to  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo,  extract,  December  19,  1823. 

Count  of  Ofalia  to  Mr.  Nelson,  extracts,  February  11,  1824. 

Same  to  same,  extract,  May  14,  1824. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Adams,  extract,  July  31,  1824. 

There  are  no  other  papers  or  information  in  this  department  within 
the  scope  of  the  inquiry  of  the  committee.  There  has  been  no  renewal 
of  the  application  to  the  government  of  Spain  since  the  last  that  was 
made  by  Mr.  Nelson,  as  shown  by  these  papers  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Meade,  who  has  interposed  no  obstacle  to  the  procurement  of  the 
evidence  within  the  knowledge  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

E.  H.  Mills,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  a  spedaJ'  committee  of  the  Senate 

on  the  petition  of  Mr,  Meade. 


No.  71. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  September  6,  1820. 

Sir  :  The  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  16th 
and  17th  ultimo  has  been  thus  long  accidentally  delayed.  In  making 
it  now,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  upon  the 
adjustment  of  your  accounts  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  to 
assure  you  that  this  government  feels  not  a  little  gratification  in 
having  at  all  contributed  to  the  satisfactory  result. 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  and  polite  intimation, 
but  see  no  sufficient  inducement  for  putting  you  to  the  trouble  of 
coming  hither. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

BicflARD  W.  Mradb,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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No.  12. 

Philadelphia,  January  2,  1821. 

Mt  Dear  General  :  I  have  received  accounts  from  Madrid  relative 
to  my  business.  The  memorial  which  I  presented  to  the  Cortes  had 
been  sent  by  that  body  to  the  executive  department,  in  order  that  the 
King  might  determine  '^  whether  it  was  not  expressly  understood  that 
the  American  government  was,  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  to  pay 
me  the  amount  due." 

It  appears  that  the  Spanish  minister  of  state  informed  his  Majesty 
'<  that  Mr.  Onis  expressly  states  that  my  claim  was  to  be  paid  on  the 
ratification  taking  place,  and  refers  to  a  letter  written  by  Onis  to  his 
government  expressly  on  that  subject." 

On  hearing  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  having  limited 
the  sum  to  be  divided  among  its  citizens  to  five  millions  of  dollars,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  notify  a  solemn  protest  that  I  would  never  con- 
sent to  admit  a  part  of  the  sum  due  me  and  give  a  discharge  for  the 
whole.  That  I  had  never  authorized  a  compromise  of  my  claim  for  a 
less  sum  than  the  amount  acknowledged  due  to  me.  The  Cortes,  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  King,  unanimously  declared  *'  that  if  my 
claim  was  not  expressly  included,  that  the  Spanish  nation  must  and 
would  pay  it."  The  minister  of  state,  after  consulting  the  King,  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  my  claim  was  expressly  included  in  the 
treaty,  and  that  the  amount  must  be  paid  in  full  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  it  being  so  expressly  agreed. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  General  Vino  will  be  authorized  to 
enter  into  some  explanation  on  the  subject,  as  I  certainly  cannot  and 
will  not  admit  of  a  part  for  the  whole. 

The  Cortes,  in  secret  session  of  the  6th  of  October,  authorized  the 
King  to  make  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  ;  they  declared  null  and  void 
the  grants  to  Alagon,  Punon  Bostro,  and  Vargas,  and  stated  that  in 
consequence  of  so  doing,  and  of  such  an  immense  addition  being  made 
to  the  territory  thus  to  b^  yielded  to  the  United  States,  that  the  King 
should  appeal  to  the  United  States  for  an  equivalent.  What  equiva- 
lent may  be  demanded  was  undetermined  on  ;  but  one  of  my  corre- 
spondents writes  me  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  require  of  the 
United  States  to  consent  to  make  a  declaration  that  they  will  not  be 
the  Jirat  -to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  any  province  of  South 
America ;  he  adds,  that  the  same  ruse  de  guerre  would  be  practiced 
on  France  and  England,  with  whom  they  were  in  negotiatioti,  and 
that  if  they  succeeded,  it  would  be  binding  each  of  them  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  would  afterwards  require  all  three  governments  to 
unite  and  act  d'accord  (which  they  calculate  would  not  be  probable) 
before  any  acknowledgment  could  take  place. 

If  you  think  this  letter  worth  communicating  to  your  correspondent 
at  Washington,  you  are  at  liberty  to  send  it. 
I  remain,  yours  sincerely, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

G-eneral  Cadwalader. 
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No.  73. 

Philadblphia,  February  26,  1819. 

Sir  :  It  beiD^  generally  believed  that ja  treaty  has  been  or  is  about 
to  be  concluded  between  our  government  and  Spain  for  the  cession  of 
Florida,  containing  provisions  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  our 
merchants  on  the  Spanish  government,  much  apprehension  has  been 
excited  in  the  family  and  among  the  friends  of  Mr.  Meade  lest  those 
provisions  should  only  relate  to  spoliations  at  sea^  to  the  exclusion  of 
those  demands  of  Mr.  Meade  which  have  been  fully  recognized  as  just 
and  legitimate  by  the  government  of  Spain.  The  sympathy  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States^  has  been  so  generally  expressed  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Meade  as  to  afford  an  evidence  of  the  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment which  would  prevail  if  the  clause  in  the  treaty  be  not  sufficiently 
comprehensive  to  give  a  fair  measure  of  protection  to  his  interest  by 
providing  for  spoliations  on  land^  as  well  as  at  sea ;  and  if  his  case  be 
not  provided  for,  permit  me,  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  Meade  and  of  his 
family,  to  express  my  hope  that  it  may  not  yet  be  too  late  to  bring  it 
within  the  operation  of  the  treaty. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Meade's  case,  under 
date  of  the  5th  of  November  last^  filed  in  your  department,  having 
annexed  a  copy  of  the  royal  decree  of  September  9, 1816,  and  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  Mr.  Meade's  intention  shortly  to  transmit  a  statement 
more  in  detail,  and  supported  by  authenticated  proofs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CADWALADER. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  74. 

Philadblphia,  January  2,  1820. 

Sir  :  As  it  is  possible  that  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Meade,  par- 
ticularly the  latter  part  of  it,  may  contain  information  that  may  be 
useful  to  the  government,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  CADWALADER. 
Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  75. 

Madrid,  March  2, 1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  a  note  of  my  per- 
sonal claims  on  the  government  of  Spain,  a  copy  of  which  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  United  States  on  the  6th  of  November  last  year,  to  be 
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laid  before  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  request  that  you  will  be  bo 
obliging  as  to  have  the  same  registered  in  the  books  of  the  legation 
under  your  charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain ,  with  due  consideration ,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADK 

George  W.'Ewing,  Esq., 

Minviter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  BtateSy  Madrid. 


No.  76. 

St.  Catherine's,  April  29,  1818. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  under  this  date,  requesting  you 
to  present  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  President,  and 
to  accept  them  yourself  for  the  protection  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  grant  me  from  the  cruel,  unjust,  and  unheard  of  persecution  which 
I  have  experienced  from  this  government.  This  night,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ewing  covering  me  a 
despatch  to  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  promptitude  to  you,  and,  a 
vessel  going  oflFat  daylight,  I  profit  of  the  opportunity  to  transmit  it, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  order  from  the  secretary  of  state,  Pizarro, 
to  the  council  of  war. 

It  is  a  subject  of  consolation  to  me  that  even  this  government,  which 
has  persecuted  me  so  cruelly,  has  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  my 
innocence  and  give  a  public  testimony  of  the  injuries  I  have  sustained 
in  my  person  and  property  ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  serve  to  prove 
to  the  President  and  to  you,  sir,  that  your  protection  has  been 
bestowed  on  a  citizen  not  unworthy  of  it. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  make  a  translation  of  the  order,  but  would 
request,  as  a  particular  favor,  that  it  might  be  inserted  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  as  it  will  serve  as  a  proof  of  my  innocence  and  unjust 
persecution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  convince  the  people  of  the  kind 
and  noble  protection  granted  by  the  Executive  to  an  oppressed  citizen 
in  prison  in  a  foreign  country. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  declare  that  to  the  guardian  hand  of  my  govern- 
ment I  owe  my  liberty,  and  that  I  am  as  convinced  as  I  am  of  my 
existence  that  had  it  not  have  been  for  the  interference  of  my  country 
I  should  never  have  obtained  my  liberty  with  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  order  for  my  liberty  has  to  go  through  the  formality  of  the 
supreme  council  of  war,  which  will,  in  all  probability,  detain  it  a  week 
or  ten  days.  The  counsellors  are,  I  am  confidently  informed,  so  irri- 
tated that  they  demanded  that  their  opinion  should  be  confirmed,  or 
renounced  their  situation.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  that  any  of  them 
will  adhere  to  the  resolution  of  losing  their  employment. 
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With  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  President  and  to  yoarself, 

1  remain,  hir,  with  due  rtspect   aud  cont-iileiation,  your  obedient  sur- 


Hon.  JoHS  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


R.  W.  MEAUE. 


No.  77. 

Cadiz,  June  fi,  1818. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  tu  address  you  twice  since  I  was  put  at 
liberty  by  tbis  government,  tmnaniittiag  you  a  copy  of  the  royal 
order,  coniruunicftted  by  the  minister  o!'  State  to  tbe  supreme  council 
of  war,  containin:;  tbe  notices  of  tbe  king  for  direction  me  to  be 
liberated,  and  at  tbe  same  time  I  requested  you  to  return  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  tbe  Presiilent,  and  to  accept  tbem  your- 
self for  the  protection  you  bave  been  pleased  to  grant  me. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  a  subject  of  extreme 
importance  to  myself,  my  family,  and  tbose  persona  connected  with 
me,  and  wbich  1  have  to  entreat  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
to  the  President,  and  let  me  have  his  answer  fur  my  information  and 
government. 

Tbe  government  of  Spain  is  indebted  to  me  to  a  very  considerable 
amount ;  lor  the  last  five  years  I  have  been  making  tbe  most  enormous 
sacriGces  to  procure  payment  (or  property  which  I  unfortunately 
entrusted  into  tbeir  bands  ;  from  tbe  date  of  my  arrest  every  speciea 
of  payment  was  suspended,  and  no  douljt  can  exist,  but  tbat  the 
object  of  tliia  government  was  to  exterminate  if  possible  a  creditor 
whose  claims  were  too  jnst  to  be  denied.  My  resistance,  the  justnesa 
of  ray  demands,  and  the  protecting  baud  of  my  government,  have 
disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  tbose  who  planned^  my 
ruin.  I  feel,  however,  sensible  tliat  to  the  want  of  inclination  is  to 
be  added  the  want  of  means  of  satisfying  my  claims,  and  I  theiefore 
tear  a  delay,  wbicb,  in  tbe  present  state  of  the  political  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  may  be  fattil  to  me,  It  has  been  insinuated 
to  me  that  if  I  could  procure  and  advance  a  further  sum  in  cash,  that 
a  cession  of  lands  might  be  procured  in  either  of  the  Floridas  to  cover 
the  probable  amount  of  said  advance  and  my  claims.  No  specific 
proposal  has  been  made  to  me,  or  have  I  dared  indeed  to  listen  to  any, 
lest  I  should  receive  the  approbation  of  the  President  on  the  subject, 
as  I  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  tbe  government  of  tbe  United  States 
have  required  or  said  that  no  cessions  of  lands  made  alter  a  certaiu 
date  would  be  admitted,  in  case  of  tbe  Floridas  being  ceded  in  sover- 
eignty to  tbe  United  States.  Yet  as  the  subject  of  the  demand  on 
those  provinces,  and  tbeir  cession  to  tbe  United  States,  if  it  should 
take  effect,  is  designedly  and  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  remunerating 
tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  injuries  sustained  or  damages 
claimed  by  them  from  Spain,  which  is  the  precise  nature  of  my  claim, 
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I  coDceive  no  objection  could  occur  to  the  arrangement  proposed.  I 
have,  however,  abstained  from  receiving  or  making  any  formal  pro- 
posal, lest  I  should  receive  a  specific  answer  from  the  President  or  you 
on  the  subject.  Should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  make  an  arrangement 
of  the  kind,  I  shall  always  be  willing,  if  the  government  of  the 
United  States  think  proper  to  assume  the  grant  made  me,  to  give  it 
up  to  them  for  a  sum  equal  or  equivalent  to  my  demand  on  the 
government. 

I  shall  wait  in  Madrid  your  answer,  and  should  it  be  unsatisfactory, 
or  should  I  find  it  impracticable  even  to  obtain  this  mode  of  arrange* 
ment  from  the  Spanish  government  in  case  of  your  answer  being 
satisfactory^  I  shall  enter  my  protest  and  leave  the  kingdom,  and  place 
a  full  reliance  on  my  own  government  for  supporting  my  just  demands 
whenever  an  arrangement  shall  take  place  between  the  two  countries, 
being  confident  that  whenever  that  event  does  take  place^  that  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens. 

By  this  opportunity,  and  under  the  special  charge  of  Mr.  Willing, 
of  Philadelphia,  I  transmit  a  despatch  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Irving,  to  be 
forwarded  to  you. 

Your  answer  addressed  to  Mrs.  Meade,  at  Philadelphia,  will  be  duly 
forwarded  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remaii\^  sir,  with  due  respect  and  consideration, 
your  obedient  servant, 

R.W.MEADE. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Ada.ms, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Washington. 


No.  78. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Forsythe,  minister  of  the  United  States  to 

Spain  J  to  the  Secretary  of  Slaie,  dated — 

Madrid,  April  20,  1822. 

'^  Among  a  variety  of  applications  for  copies  of  papers  from  the 
records  here,  to  be  used  as  evidence  before  the  board  of  commissioners 
under  the  Florida  treaty,  I  have  one  from  Mr.  H.  Prible.  He  writes 
under  date  of  December  18,  1821,  that  on  application  to  you,  he  has 
been  informed  that  I  had  instructions  relative  to  documents  that  may 
be  required  from  Spain  by  American  citizens,  and  therefore  requests 
copies  to  be  procured  of  papers  which  he  specifies.  The  various 
applications  that  have  been  made,  not  coming  to  me  through  the 
Department  of  State,  I  have  not  considered  it  my  duty  to  do  anything 
officially  to  procure  what  was  desired,  the  more  especially  as  I  have 
never  found  it  easy  to  procure  any  document  from  the  government  on 
an  official  application  for  it  1  have  always,  however,  had  inquiries 
made  and  ascertained  the  existence  of  the  document,  and  then  written 
to  the  parties  interested  to  ask  for  the  papers  through  the  commissioners 
according  to  the  treaty  stipulations.  In  one  case,  and  in  one  only, 
I  could  have  procured  copies,  (for  Mr.  Vail,  a  clerk  of  the  land  office,) 
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but  at  the  expense  of  $160,  which  I  did  not  think  proper  to  incur, 
either  for  the  individual  or  on  account  of  the  government.  On  the 
receipt  of  Mr.  Prible's  letter,  I  thought  it  possible  you  might  suppose 
it  my  obligation  under  your  instructions  of  the  8th  of  March,  1819, 
to  interpose  officiaUy  for  all  persons  who  had  applied  for  papers,  giving 
a  description  of  them.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to  save  Mr.  Prible, 
and  all  others  in  the  same  situation,  I  spoke  to  Mr.  De  La  Rosa,  and 
after  stating  the  obligation  of  Spain  under  the  treaty  to  deliver  the 
papers  when  demanded  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners,  I  desired 
to  know  if  there  could  be  any  obligation  to  furnishing,  such  as  I  could 
specify  in  anticipation  of  the  call  of  the  commissioners.  He  replied 
that  by  the  treaty  the  commissioners  were  made  the  judges  of  what 
documents  were  necessary,  and  that  this  government  could  not  know 
but  by  their  decision  what  documents  it  was  under  the  obligation  to 
deliver.  I  stated  to  him  that  as  a  matter  of  right  we  could  claim  the 
documents  when  called  for  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners,  but 
as  a  matter  of  accommodation  we  should  be  glad  to  receive  them  in 
the  way  proposed.  He  said  he  thought  it  was  best  to  adhere  strictly 
to  what  was  stipulated  ;  it  was  the  only  way  to  avoid  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  trouble.  From  this  conversation  I  consider  it  useless  to 
make  further  efforts.  From  what  has  come  to  my  knowledge  from 
the  inquiries  I  have  directed  to  be  made  for  several  persons,  I  would 
suggest  that  if  any  papers  are  deemed  necessary  by  the  commissioners, 
the  application  for  them  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable.  The 
records  here  are  in  a  state  of  great  confusion,  and  every  change  that 
is  made  in  the  system  of  administratidu  increases  it  Whenever 
application  is  made,  considerable  time  will  be  required  to  comply  with 
it,  and  if  delayed  long,  many  of  the  papers  may  be  irrecoverably 
lost." 

Dbpartment  of  State,  January  8,  1829. 

A  true  extract. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  C.  C. 


Nos.  79  to  83. 


Letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^  acoompanying  Mre.  Meade's 

stcUement  to  the  Spanish  minister. 

Washington,  March  9,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying  copy  of 
a  communication  I  have  this  day  made  to  the  Spanish  minister,  to  be 
by  him  presented  to  his  government.  The  deep  and  vital  interests  I 
have  at  stake  I  trust  will  justify  me  in  the  course  I  have  adopted. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

MARGARET  0.  MEADE, 

To  THB  President  of  the  United  States. 
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Answer  to  the  above  from  Mr.  Forsyihe. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 
Washington^  March  10,  1835. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  respects  to  Mrs.  Meade,  and,  in 
returnlDg  the  accompanying  packet,  informs  her  that  the  President 
does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  interest  himself  in  any  communication  which 
Mrs.  Meade  may  think  proper  to  make  to  the  minister  of  Spain  or  to 
the  representative  of  any  foreign  government. 

Answer  to  Mr.  Forsythe. 

Washington,  March  11,  1835. 

Sir  :  From  your  note  of  the  10th  instant,  in  wjiich  you  return  the 
copy  of  my  communication  to  the  Spanish  minister  on  the  subject  of 
the  claim  of  my  late  husband  on  the  government  of  Spain  and  of  the 
United  States,  I  apprehend  that  my  purpose  in  laying  that  communi- 
cation beiore  the  President  has  been  much  misunderstood.  It  was 
not  my  expectation  that  the  President  could  '^  interest  himself  in  any 
communication  respecting  my  personal  affairs  to  the  minister  of  Spain 
or  to  the  representative  of  any  foreign  government." 

In  the  first  place,  I  did  not  consider  it  as  my  personal  affair  solely, 
but  an  affair  that  necessarily  affected  the  interests  of  both  govern- 
ments^ though,  certainly,  my  personal  interest  in  it  was  my  only 
motive  for  interfering  at  all.  In  the  next  place,  I  was  aware  that  the 
President  alone  could  not  minister  to  the  redress  which  I  have  been 
so  long  soliciting  from  Congress,  and  which  I  am  now  obliged  to  seek 
from  Spain.  But  I  knew  of  no  more  ofScial  or  regular  authority  to 
which  I  could  address  notice  of  my  recourse  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment in  a  matter  consequentially  affecting  the  interest  of  the  Ameri- 
can government,  in  so  far  as  the  pecuniary  amount  of  my  claim  may 
affect  it,  than  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  with  this  view,  and  to  avoid  the  possible  imputation  of  clan- 
destine intercourse  with  the  representative  of  Spain,  that  I  desired, 
if  permitted,  to  have  a  copy  of  my  communication  to  the  minister  of 
Spain  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State,  which  I  supposed  would 
be  the  effect  of  sending  it  to  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

MARGARET  C.  MEADE,  Ex'x. 

Hon.  John  Fobstthb. 


Translation  of  the  Spanish  minister's  letter. 

WAoaiNGTON,  March  17,  1835. 

Madam:  I  have  attentively  perused  the  written  statement  of  the 
9th  instant  that  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  concerning  the 
debt  which  your  deceased  husband,  Richard  W.  Meade,  claimed  of 
Spain  ;  and  having  examined  the  previous  documents  upon  the  subject 
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exifltiDg  in  the  legation  nnder  mj  charge,  I  must  inform  you  that  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  government  was  discharged  from  that  debt  by  the 
renunciation  stipulated  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  United 
States  of  the  22d  February,  1819  ;  that  I  cannot  interfere  in  any  man- 
ner on  a  point  from  which  my  government  was  entirely  released, 
without  its  retaining  the  least  responsibility. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  my  disposi- 
tion to  serve  you  whenever  it  may  be  in  my  power,  and  1  pray  God 
to  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

r     TACON. 


No.  84. 
The  Count  of  O/aUa  to  Mr.  NeUon. 

[Traiifllatioii,  made  at  the  Department  of  State.] 

Palace,  March  8,  1823. 

Sib  :  I  have  laid  before  the  king,  my  august  master,  your  note  of 
the  25th  of  the  last  month,  in  which  you  propose,  for  the  saving  of 
time  and  expense,  to  deliver  to  the  legation  the  original  documents 
which  are  here,  and  which  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  American  citizens  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of 
the  22d  February,  1819,  in  the  place  of  copies  of  them. 

His  Majesty  being  informed,  he  commands  me  to  say  to  you  that 
the  papers  of  this  office  (secretaria)  have  been  thrown  into  great  con- 
fusion by  their  removal  to  Seville  and  Cadiz,  whence  they  are  expected 
in  a  few  days.  As  soon  as  they  shall  arrive,  we  will  proceed  to  search 
for  those  which  you  demand,  and  all  those  originals  whose  delivery 
may  not  be  inconvenient  shall  be  at  your  disposal ;  those,  also,  which 
are  found  to  be  not  of  this  character  shall  be  furnished,  that  true  copies 
of  them  may  be  had,  conformably  with  the  treaty.  With  this  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

THE  CONDE  DE  OFALLA. 


No.  86. 

WASHiNaxoN,  March  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  to  address  your  immedi- 
ate predecessor,  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  a  communication,  as  the 
administrator  and  heir  of  the  late  Richard  W.  Meade,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  which  I  called  his  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  his  claim 
upon  the  government  of  Spain,  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
February  22,  1819. 

I  have  now  before  me  Mr.  Everett's  reply,  in  which  I  am  informed 
that  **  our  minister  at  Madrid  will  be  instructed  to  renew  the  demand 
for  the  vouchers  in  support  of  your  (my)  late  father's  claim." 
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I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  both  my  letter  and  Mr. 
Everett's  reply,  and  to  renew  the  request  that  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions be  issued  without  delay  to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  and  that  he 
may  be  directed^  in  the  event  that  the  original  vouchers  shall  not  be 
delivered  up,  to  insist  that  he  shall  be  furnished  with  notarial  copies 
of  them,  as  also  of  all  other  papers  in  the  archives  of  Spain  touching 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Spanish  government  to  my  late  father. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Hon.  William  L.  Marct, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Nos.  86  and  87. 

Copies  of  letters  received  from  the  Department  of  Staie,  April  2,  1853. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Hiirch  31,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  I  transmit  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions,  which  my  predecessor  addressed 
on  the  18th  ultimo  to  Mr.  Barringer,  at  Madrid,  on  the  subject  to 
which  your  communication  relates. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MABCT. 
BicHARD  W.  Meade,  Esq., 
Administrator  of  B.  Jr.  Meade j  deceased. 

. 
No.  75.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtonj  February  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  A  large  claim  was  presented  for  allowance  by  the  late  Bichard 
W.  Meade,  esq.,  under  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  commonly 
called  the  Florida  treaty. 

This  claim  was  rejected  by  the  commissioners  for  carrying  the  treaty 
into  effect,  in  consequence  of  not  being  sustained  by  vouchers.  These 
vouchers  are  in  the  possession  of  the  government  of  Spain.  The  United 
States,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Meade  and  his  legal  representatives, 
have  repeatedly  applied  to  the  Spanish  government  for  these  vouchers. 
The  record  of  these  applications  will  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the 
legation.  They  were  for  a  time  peremptorily  refused,  and  the  appli- 
cation was  even  treated  as  offensive  by  the  Spanish  government.  A 
more  reasonable  view  has  since  been  taken  of  the  demand  and  the  de- 
livery of  the  vouchers  has  been  promised. 

It  is  the  pleasure  of  the  President  that  you  should  make  a  new 
demand  for  them  with  all  the  earnestness  which  consists  with  respect 
to  the  Spanish  government. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  EVEBETT. 

D.  M.  Barringer,  Esq.,  cfer.,cfec.,  Madrid. 
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No.  88. 

January  21,  1826. 

Sir  :  I  rise  from  my  bed  to  answer  your  note.  I  have  been  confined 
since  Tuesday  witli  a  violent  cold,  and  having  just  taken  medicine 
am  unable  to  go  out  this  day  ;  but  will  wait  on  the  committee  any 
hour  it  may  be  pleased  to  appoint  after  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Hon.  E.  Mills. 


No.  89. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  my  letter  to  the 
late  President  J.  Monroe,  and  his  answer  on  tne  subject  of  my  claim. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 
Hon.  E.  Everett, 

Chairman'  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rdatvona. 


No.  90. 

La  junta  ha  acordado  p^  cumplir  con  la  liquidacion  de  sus  creditos 
el  q*  p'  V.  le  presenten  los  docum^  origins  les  de  las  reclamaciones  q* 
lo8  tengan,  y  de  los  q*  le  dara  el  corespondiente  resguardo :  lo  q*  pongo 
en  su  noticia  para  su  cumplim^,  &  fin  de  procedez  en  su  vista  a  for- 
mar  aquella  con  la  exactitud  q*  corresponde. 

Dios  gue  &  V.  m"  a'  Madrid  31  de  Ag**  de  1819. 

BRUNO  VALLERINO. 

Sor.  Dn.  Ricardo  Meadb. 


No.  91. 

Cadiz,  J|)rfl  30,  1811. 

To  the  Secretary  of  State  I  write  under  this  date  as  follows : 
'^  The  very  large  sums  which  are  due  to  Mr.  Richard  Meade  for  the 
amount  of  supplies  furnished  for  the  consumption  of  the  troops  en- 
camped in  this  district,  and  those  which  compose  the  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Jualien  Blake  ;  it  being  just  that 
he  should  be  paid  the  sum  due  to  him,  the  council  of  regency  consider 
it  necessary  that  your  excellency  should  open  a  credit  with  the  English 
consul  general,  Mr.  Duff,  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  further  sup- 
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ply  of  these  articles  being  indispensable  if  we  are  to  assist  in  the  plans 
of  our  allies." 

I  transmit  you  a  copy  thereof  by  order  of  his  Highness  for  your  in- 
formation, and  will  advise  you  of  the  result  of  this  negotiation.  God 
preserve  you  many  years. 

CANGA  ARGUELLES. 

Mr.  BicHARD  Meadb. 

A  true  translation. 

BEOMEADE. 


Al  S""'  Secret*^  del  Despacho  de  estado  digo  con  esta  fecha  lo  que 
sigue. 

^^  Son  quantidas  las  sumas  que  se  deven  6  D"^  Bicardo  Meade  per  el 
importe  de  los  arliculos  de  subsistencia  que  facilito  pa.  el  consume  de 
las  tropas  acanton'das.  en  este  distrito  y  de  las  que  componen  la  expe- 
dicion  del  mando  del  Tertl.  General  Dn.  Joaquin  Blake ;  y  siendo 
justoel  que  se  le  veintegre  de  la  suma  que  resulte  &  su  favor  considera 
preciso  el  Consejo  de  Begencia  que  V.  E.  disponga  se  havra  on  credito 
de  cinquenta  mil  pess.  fuestes  con  el  Consul  General  Britanico  Duff, 

{>or  ser  indispensable  el  acopio  de  dhos.  articulos  si  ban  de  sostenesse 
OS  planes  de  nros  alia  dos." 

So  traslado  a  vmd.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteliga.  on  el  con- 
cepto  de  que  se  le  avisaran  las  resuUas  de  esta  negociacion.  Dios  gue. 
&  vmd.  ms.  as.  Cadiz  30  de  Abril  de  1811. 

CANGAB  ANGUELLE. 
Sor.  Dn.  Bicardo  Meadb, 


No.  92. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  I  have  to 
say  that,  among  other  matters,  his  Majesty  has  commanded,  by  a 
royal  order  dated  25th  of  last  June,  that  until  his  Majesty  should  be 
pleased  to  command  to  the  contrary,  all  payments  should  be  sus- 
pended of  those  obligations  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  paid  from 
the  funds  which  may  arrive  from  America  for  government,  as  well 
as  from  the  duties  which  may  be  due  on  those  coming  for  private  per- 
sons, you  will  easily  perceive  that  I  have  no  authority  to  grant  the 
order  you  solicit.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Madrid,  20th  Sep- 
tember, 1814. 

VICTOB  SOBET. 

BrcHARD  W.  Meade. 

A  true  translation. 

E.  W.  MEADE. 
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Con  presencia  de  la  carta  de  vm.  de  13  del  corriente  debo  decirle  que 
estaDdo  mandado  pr,  S.  M.,  ehtre  otras  cosas,  en  Rl.  orden  de  25  de 
Junio  antr.  qae  hasta  nueva  resolucioa  de  S.  M.,  desaspeada  el  pago 
de  las  obligaciones  mandadas  satisfacer  de  los  caads.  que  llegarea  de 
America  j  de  los  derechos  que  devengueu  los  que  vengaa  pa.  particu- 
lares  ;  tacilmte.  conocera  vm.  que  no  tengo  arbitrio  para  dar  la  orden 
que  solicita. 

Dios  gue.  a  vm.  ms.  as.  crtado.  20  de  Setre.  de  1814. 

VICTOR  SORET. 

Sor.  Don  Ricardo  Mbadb. 


No.  93. 

Philadblphta,  15  de  AhrU  de  1823. 

MuY  Sr.  Mio  :  Don  Ricardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estado  Unidos, 
dirijio  dos  cartas  a  mi  antecesor  el  Exmo.  Sr.  Dn.  Joaquin  de  Anduaga, 
con  fechas  de  4  de  Abril  7  10  de  Octubre  de  1822,  incluyendo  la  cor- 
respondencia  de  V.  8.  con  los  comisarios  nombrados  en  vertud  del 
articulo  XI  del  Tradado  de  22  Febrero  de  1819,  ratificado  por  S.  M. 
Catolica,  7  congeado  en  Febrero  de  1821,  relativa  k  la  admision  de 
ciertas  reclamaciones  que  en  ella  se  expresan.  Dicbo  Sefi)r  pasi6  estos 
Documentos  &  mi  Gobierno,  juntamente  con  la  contestacion  que  did  & 
Mr.  Meade  el  16  de  Octubre  de  1822,  copia  de  la  cual  tengo  la  honra 
de  acompafiar  a  V.  S.  adjunta. 

S.  M.  se  ha  servido  aprobar  y  sancionar  la  referida  contestacion  a 
Mr.  Meade,  y  raemanda  apoyar  sur  reclamaciones,  y  representar  a  V. 
S.  en  los  terminos  mas  amistosos,  pero  al  mismo  tiempo  del  modo  mas 
energico  y  solemne  contra  toda  oposicion  que  pretenda  hacerse  c  )n  el 
objeto  de  que  no  sea  satisf'echo  el  credito  particular  que  tenia  el  estado 
Meade  contra  la  Nacion  Espafl  )la,  pero  que  en  virtud  del  Tratado 
ultimo  ha  tornado  sobre  si  el  Grobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Estre  credito  es,  a  la  verdad,  acaso  el  uoico  que  ha  sido  solemne- 
mente  reconocido  por  S.  M.  Catolica.  8e  tjecuto  a  vivas  instancias 
del  ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Madrid,  y  su  reconocimiento  y 
liquidacion  final  tuvo  lugar  en  una  epoca  y  en  circunstancias  que  no 
admite  siquiera  la  mas  love  duda  en  cuanto  &su  legitimidad  e  importe. 

El  importe  del  credito  se  represento  &  ambos  Grobiernos  durante 
la  negociacion.  ISu  liquidacion  podia  efectuarse  unicamente  por 
las  partes  interesados  en  las  coutratas,  y  en  los  danos  y  per- 
juicios  por  los  cuales  se  reclamaba  una  indemnizacion  ;  y  el  averip:uar 
con  precision  la  suina  exacta  que  adendaba^  parecia  ser  un  objeto 
de  igual  interes  a  uno  y  otro  Gobiurno  Esta  fue  a  lo  menos  mani- 
festado  6  instado  con  vigor  por  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
antes  y  despues  de  la  fecha  del  Tratado,  y  S.  M.  Catolica  accedio  a  su 
solicitud,  y  deseoso  de  evitar  nuevos  motives  de  queja,  eligio  cuatro 
de  BUS  consejeros  de  distintos  Tribunales  y  ies  mando  que  examinasen 
escrupulosa  y  detalladament^   todas   los   circunstancias   refierentes  a 

Rep.  C.  C.  226 35 
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una  cuenta  tan  complicada,  y  que  requeria  todo  el  conocimiento  e 
inteligencia  practica  de  las  leyes  Espafiolas  j  reglanaentos  comerciales 
de  la  nacion,  para  poder  formar  un  concepto  justo  de  toda  la  tranaae- 
cion.  Ningun  asnnto  de  esta  clase  de  ha  considerado  jamas  tan  dete- 
nidamente  y  con  tanta  madurez,  no  solamente  por  los  comisarios  nom- 
brados  para  el  efecto,  sino  posteriormente  por  el  Tesorero  General  por 
la  contaduria  mayor  de  cuentas  y  por  el  ministro  de  Hacienda,  y  reci- 
bio  por  ultimo  la  sancion  de  S.  M. 

En  estas  circunstances  S.  M.  cree  qne  no  debe  mirar  con  indiferen- 
cia,  ni  permanecer  tranquilo  cuando  se  trata  de  invalidar  un  acto  t&n 
solemne.  La  ^acion  Espaiiola  era  seguramente  responsable  por  el 
importe  total  del  credito  reconocido.  El  Gobierno  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  por  la  ratificacion  posterior  del  Tratado  tomd  sobre  si  esta 
deuda  en  virtud  de  la  renuncia  6\  del  articulo  XP.  y  con  pleno  con- 
cimiento  de  su  importe,  que  se  habia  comunicado  mucho  antes  de  con- 
clnirse  el  Tratado  al  ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Madrid,  por 
el  Secretario  de  Estado  de  S.  M.  para  la  inteligencia  del  Gobierno 
Americano.  Ciertamente  despues  de  estos  antecedentes,  no  era  de 
esperar  que  se  juzgase  necesaria  una  nueva  inteligencia  sobre  el  asunto. 
Ko  cabe  duda  que  si  no  se  habiese  concluido  el  tratado  de  22  de  Feb- 
rero,  el  Sr.  Meade  habria  recibido  de  la  Nacion  Espaflola  el  importe 
total  de  su  credito,  y  S.  M.  no  puede  penetrarse  de  la  justicia  de  los 
comisarios  en  haber  tratado  en  primer  lugar  de  desechar  enteramente 
estre  credito,  por  no  estar  comprendido  en  el  Tratado,  y  mucho  menos 
podia  S.  M.  persuadirse  que  un  acto  tan  solemne  de  su  gobierno,  un 
acto  que  se  fundo  en  gran  parte  en  la  interposicion  del  Gabinete 
Americano,  y  que  se  hizo  de  buena  f<g,  se  habia  de  poner  despues 
en  duda  por  los  agentes  del  mismo.  Ha  causado  &  S.  M.  mucho  sea- 
temiento  el  desaire  que  la  comision  de  reclamaciones  intenta  hacer  & 
las  autoridades  mas  respetables  de  Espafla  y  6  S.  M.  misma,  y  por 
consiguiente  6,  la  Nacion  entera. 

En  vista  de  lo  expuesto  tengo  orden  de  mi  Gobierno  para  manifestar 
6,  y.  8.  que  no  puede  guardar  silencio  cuando  se  trata  de  poner  en 
duda  un  acto  tan  inegable,  y  de  antemano  protesto  solemne  y  respe- 
tuosamcnte  contra  cualquiera  decision  de  los  comisarios  nombrados  en 
yirtud  del  Tratado  que  invalide  de  manera  alguna  el  reconocimiento 
hecho  por  mi  Gobierno  del  credito  total  del  Sr.  Meade  con  arreglo  al 
certificado  que  le  expedi6  el  mismo  en  consecuencia,  y  que  obra  en  su 
poder. 

Tengo  la  honra  de  reiterar  &  Y.  S.  la  seguridad  de  mi  alta  consid- 
eracion 

HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  Y.  SALMON. 

Sr.  Dn.  Juan  Quinct  Adams, 

Legacion  de  Eapana. 
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No.  93. 

[TraDslation.] 

Philadelphta,  April  15,  1823. 

Sir:  Mr.  R.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  Uuited  States,  addressed  two 
letters  to  my  predecessor,  his  ezcelleDcy  Don  J.  de  Anduaga,  under 
date  of  the  4th  of  April  and  10th  of  October,  1822,  enclosing  the  cor- 
respondence between  your  excellency  and  the  commissioners  named 
under  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819, 
ratified  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  exchanged  February,  1821,  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  certain  claims  therein  detailed.  My  prede- 
cessor transmitted  the  same  to  my  government,  together  with  the 
answer  which  he  had  addressed  to  Mr.  Meade,  under  date  16th  Octo- 
ber, 1822,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  and  sanction  said  answer 
of  my  predecessor  to  Mr.  Meade,  and  he  further  commands  me  to  sup- 

5>ort  his  reclamations,  and  represent  to  your  excellency,  in  the  most 
riendly  but  at  the  same  time  in  the  most  forcible  and  solemn  manner, 
against  every  opposition  that  may  be  pretended  to  be  set  up  with  a 
view  of  not  paying  the  private  debt  which  the  aforesaid  Meade  holds 
against  the  Spanish  nation,  but  which,  in  virtue  of  the  late  treaty,  has 
been  assumed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

This  debt  is,  in  truth,  perhaps  the  only  one  that  has  been  solemnly 
ai^knowledged  by  his  Catholic  Majesty.  It  was  done  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  minister  of  the  United  Stiites  at  Madrid,  and  its 
final  liquidation  and  acknowledgment  took  place  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  that  cannot  for  one  single  moment  authorize  the  slight- 
est doubt  as  to  its  validity  and  amount. 

The  amount  of  the  debt  was  laid  before  both  governments  during 
the  negotiation.  The  liquidation  of  it  could  only  be  effected  by  the 
parties  interested  in  the  contracts  and  the  wrongs  and  damages  it 
claimed  compensation  for ;  and  the  ascertaining  the  precise  sum  due 
appeared  to  be  a  subject  of  equal  interest  to  both  governments.  It 
was  at  last  thus  represented  and  earnestly  insisted  on  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  both  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
and  his  Catholic  Majesty  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment, and,  anxious  that  there  should  be  no  further  cause  of  com- 
plaint, selected  four  counsellors  from  distant  tribunals,  and  instructed 
them  to  examine  in  the  mo^t  scrupulous  and  minute  manner  into  all 
the  circumstances  attending  on  so  complicated  an  account,  and  which 
required  all  the  knowledge  and  practical  information  of  the  Spanish 
laws  and  commercial  rules  of  the  nation  to  be  enabled  to  form  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  whole  transaction.  No  affair  of  the  kind  ever  under- 
went a  more  particular  and  thorough  investigation,  not  only  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  but  subsequently  by  the 
treasurer  general  and  the  comptroller  general's  department  and  the 
minister  of  finance,  and  it  finally  received  the  full  sanction  of  his 
Majesty  himself. 

Under  such  circumstances,  his  Majesty  feels  that  he  cannot  view 
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^ith  indifference  or  remain  silent  when  it  is  attempted  to  invalidate 
80  solemn  an  act.  The  Spanish  nation  was  most  certainly  responsible 
for  the  full  snro  acknowledged  due.  The  government  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  subsequent  ratification  of  th«  treaty,  assumed  and  took 
on  itself  this  debt,  in  virtue  ot  the  fifth  renunciation  contained  in  the 
11th  article,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  amount,  which  had  been 
officially  communicated  long  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  to 
the  minister  in  Madrid,  for  the  information  of  his  government,  by  the 
secretary  of  state  of  his  majesty,  and  most  cert  linly,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  any  further  information 
would  be  required  on  this  subject. 

There  cannot  exist  a  doubt  that  if  the  treaty  of  22d  of  February 
had  not  been  concluded  that  Mr.  Meade  would  have  received  from  the 
Spanish  nation  the  iull  amount  of  his  debt.  And  his  Majesty  cannot 
perceive  the  justice  of  the  commissioners  in  first  attempting  to  disavow 
the  debt  in  toto^  as  not  included  in  the  treaty,  and  much  less  would 
his  Majesty  have  supposed  that  so  solemn  an  act  of  his  government — 
an  act  of  concession  which  was  founded  in  a  great  measure  on  the 
interposition  of  the  American  cabinet,  and  which  was  done  in  the 
most  perfect  good  faith — would  have  been  questioned  by  tlie  agents  of 
the  American  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 

Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 

It  has  been  cause  of  profound  regret  to  his  Majesty,  the  slight  or 
insult  which  the  commissioners  of  reclamation  endeavor  to  make  to 
the  most  respectable  authorities  ot  Spain^  and  to  his  Majesty  himself, 
and  consequently  to  the  whole  nation. 

On  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  I  have  the  order  of.  my  govern- 
ment to  manifest  to  you  that  it  cannot  remain  silent  when  it  is  endea- 
vored to  place  in  doubt  an  act  so  undeniable ;  and  I  beforehand 
solemnly  and  respectfully  protest  against  any  division  of  the  commis- 
sioners named  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  that  may  in  any  manner  invali- 
date the  acknowledgement  made  by  my  government  of  the  total  debt 
of  Mr.  Meade,  agreeable  to  the  certificate  which  has  been  furnished 
him,  and  ^hich  he  has  in  his  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you  the  security  of  my  high  consid- 
eration. 

HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 

MuT  SoR.  Mio  :  En  consequencia  de  la  carta  de  vmd.  de  lo  del  cor- 
riente,  he  pasado  a  Mr.  Adams  lo  nota  cuya  copia  iucluyo  adjunta;  y 
con  Vivos  deseos  de  que  produrca  el  efecto  debiao,  se  lo  aviso  &  vmd. 
para  su  inteligenciay  Qobierno. 

Dios  gue.  6  vmd.  ms.  as.  Philadelfia,  17  de  Abril  de  1823. 

B.  L.  M.  de  V. 

HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON, 

Senor  Don  Ricardo  Meadb. 
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Translation. 

Dear  Sir  :  la  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have 
passed  to  Mr.  Adams  the  note  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  and 
with  sincere  desire  that  it  may  produce  its  due  effect.  I  advise  you 
thereof  for  your  information  and  sjovernnient. 

Ood  preserve  you  many  years.     Philadelphia,  April  17,  1823. 

I  kiss  your  hand. 

HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  T  SALMON. 

Mr.  Richard  Mbadb. 


No.  94. 

Philadelphia,  August  17,  1820. 

I    SfR :  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  informatii  n  and 
hat  of  the  President,  (if  you  will  please  to  communicate  them  to  hidi,) 
hree  documents  received  by  me  from  the  Spanish  government  rela- 
tive to  my  claims,  their  final  liquidation,  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  sum  due  me  by  the  Spanish  nation. 

A  perusal  of  these  documents  will,  I  trust,  convince  the  President 
and  yourself  that  the  interference  of  the  government  has  not  been  be- 
stowed on  a  person  unworthy  of  the  high  protection  he  has  received. 

I  should  immediately  have  proceeded  to  Washington  had  I  have 
been  certain  of  meeting  there  the  President  or  yourself;  but  on  appli- 
cation to  General  Gadwalader  and  to  the  post  office  of  this  city,  I  was 
not  able  to  obtain  any  positive  assurance  of  it. 

Should  you  conceive  that  I  could  afford  any  information  relative  to 
the  late  changes  and  present  state  of  Spain,  I  shall  feel  extremely 
happy  in  so  doing,  and  on  the  smallest  insinuation  would  either  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  or  to  any  other  point  or  place  you  might  appoint. 

I  suppose  that  you  are  aware  that  the  cortes  would  meet  on  the 
9th  July,  and  that  by  the  constitution  they  could  lemain  only  four 
months  in  session,  and  that,  of  course,  everything  that  was  to  be  done 
must  be  accomplished  within  that  period  or  lay  over  one  year  longer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  due  consideration,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Hon.  John  Quinct  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Slale^  Washington, 


Washington,  February  11,  1853. 

Sir  :  As  the  eldest  son  and  administrator  of  the  late  Richard  W. 
M(*ade  of  Philadelphia,  I  venture  to  address  you  in  behalf  of  his  claim 
upon  the  government  of  Spain,  contracted  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Feb- 
ruary 22,  l>il9 ;  and  I  do  this  with  the  confident  hope  that  your 


550  BICHARD  W    MEADE. 

familiarty  with  all  the  facts  which  have  heretofore  traDspired  in  ref- 
erence to  it,  will  not  only  enable  you  readily  to  understand  the  true 
character  and  justice  of  my  requests,  but  will  prompt  you  to  a  ready 
compliance  with  them. 

Without  a  tedious  and  unnecessary  recapitulation  of  the  circum- 
stances arising  out  of  the  prosecution  of  this  claim,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  recur  here  to  a  iew  of  the  most  prominent  facts  which  show 
the  nature  and  cLaracter  of  the  obligations  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  assumed  in  relation  to  it.  By  the  treaty  of 
1819,  the  United  States  renounced  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  Spanish  government,  and  assumed  the  payment  of 
them,  stipulating  that  |5, 000, 000  should  be  appropriated  foi  that 
purpose.  A  board  of  commissioners  was  subsequently  appointed  to 
decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  included  in  the 
renunciation  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  before  which  board  this  claim 
was  presented  ior  its  adjudication.  It  was,  however,  disallowed  by 
the  board,  and  yet  remains  unpaid.  With  the  reason  of  that  disal- 
lowance you  are,  doubtless,  familiar. 

This  was  a  good  and  subsisting  claim  against  the  government  of 
Spain  before  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  oi  1819.  While  the  nego- 
tiations in  relation  of  the  treaty  were  pending  in  Spain,  it  was  ex- 
hibited to  the  American  minister  there,  who  was  fully  informed  of  its 
existence  and  character  ;  and  it  is  but  assuming  what  abundantly  ap- 
pears upon  the  records  of  the  State  Department  to  say,  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  provided  ior  by  both  the  parties  to  the  treaty.  Fully 
informed  of  this  intention  at  the  time,  Mr.  Meade  took  immediate  and 
necessary  steps  to  cause  his  business  with  the  Spanish  government  to 
be  so  adjusted  as  to  prepare  it  for  the  decision  of  the  Amt'rican  board. 
This  adjustment  took  place  in  Spain,  subsequent  to  the  signature  of 
the  treaty,  but  before  its  ratification,  and  upon  the  liquidation  of  the 
claim,  the  Spanish  government  gave  him  an  order  for  its  payment 
from  the  royal  treasury.  This  settlement  of  the  claim  by  the  Spanish 
government  was  considered  by  him  as  sufficiently  exhibiting  both  its 
character  and  amount,  and  he  accordingly  laid  it  before  the  board  as 
iurnibhing  ample  evidence  of  what  was  justly  due  him.  But  the 
board  did  not  so  regard  it,  and  disallowed  the  claim,  refusing  to  ac- 
cept the  Spanish  certificate  of  liquidation  as  evidence  of  the  amount 
and  validity  of  the  claim,  and  requiring  the  exhibition  of  the  original 
vouchers.  There  was  not  then,  nor  has  there  been  since,  either  upon 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  government 
of  S[)ain,  the  slightest  pretence  that  this  claim  was  unfounded.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  been  conceded  by  the  executive  and  legislative 
authorities  of  both  countries,  in  almost  every  form  in  which  such  con- 
cession could  properly  be  made,  that  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1819 
the  government  of  Spain  was  largely  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade  for  con- 
tracts for  losses  upon  exchange,  or  depreciation  of  Spanish  government 
paper,  for  damages,  and  for  interest.  The  only  question  which  has 
arisen  in  relation  to  it  of  any  such  magnitude  as  to  defeat  it«  payment, 
heretofore,  is  one  with  which  Mr.  Meade,  nor  his  legal  representa- 
tives should  justly  be  required  to  interfere ;  a  question  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  the  government  of  Spain.     It 
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involves  simply  the  propriety  of  the  delivery  on  the  part  of  Spain  of 
the  original  vouchers  which  the  governmeat  of  the  United  States  con- 
eiders  necessary  to  the  perfect  understanding  of  the  claim. 

But  Mr.  Meade  did  make  the  off  )rt  to  procure  these  vouchers  as 
early  as  1822.  He  then  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  the 
Spanish  minister,  desiring  him  to  obtain  them  from  among  the  public 
records  of  Spain.  Receiving  no  reply  to  this  letter,  he  renewed  his 
solicitations  during  the  same  year  in  a  second  letter  to  Mr.  Anduaga. 
To  this  letter  he  received  a  reply,  in  which  he  was  informed  that  the 
Spanish  government  considered  the  rejection  of  its  certificate  of  liquida* 
tion  as  a  ^'serious  insult,"  and  hence  that  it  refused  to  deliver  the 
vouchers. 

Subsequent  to  this  time,  the  government  of  the  United  States^ 
through  its  minister  to  Spain,  has  demanded  these  vouchers  of  the 
Spanish  government;  and,  although  the  latter  has  signified  its  wil- 
lingness to  furnish  them,  yet  they  have  not  been  delivered.  Their 
noD-delivery  has  occasioned  the  postponement  of  definitive  action  on 
this  claim,  and  the  undersigned  now  addresses  himself  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  the  proper  functionary  of  the  government,  to  initiate 
such  additional  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  just  maintenance  of 
liis  rights  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  executive  department  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
under  whose  authority  the  treaty  of  1819  was  negotiated,  did  not 
hesitate  to  avow  its  understanding  to  be  tha:  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade, 
in  common  with  those  of  other  American  citizens,  was  intended  to  be 
embraced  within  its  provisions.  This  being  the  fact,  it  is  too  clear  to 
admit  of  debate,  that  it  created,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  obligation 
to  deliver  the  papers,  and  a  corresponding  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered.  Mr.  Meade  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  was  entitled  to  the  protection, 
both  in  his  person  and  property,  of  the  government  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.  His  rights  as  a  creditor  of  Spain  were  merged  by  the 
treaty  of  1819  in  his  higher  right  of  citizenship.  The  government 
of  his  own  country  had  undertaken  to  pay  his  debt,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  look  alone  to  that  government  for  redress.  He  could  do 
nothing  more  with  the  Spanish  government,  after  the  treaty,  than  ob- 
tain a  liquidation  of  his  claim  in  such  form  as  the  government  was 
willing  to  give  him.  Spain  was  no  longer  bound  to  pay  him,  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  dischared  her  from  all  obligation 
to  do  so.  But  the  effect  of  the  proceedings  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
has  been  the  same,  so  far  as  his  rights  are  concerned,  as  though  the 
government  of  Spain  had  repudiated  his  debt.  It  has  been  more  pre- 
judicial to  his  interests  than  if  the  treaty  of  1819  had  not  been  made  ; 
tor,  as  Spain  has  always  acknowledged  his  claim,  some  portion,  if  not 
the  whole  of  it,  would  before  this  time  have  been  paid  if  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  not  assumed  to  pay  it.  The  delay, 
therefore,  is  justly  chargeable  to  the  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  the 
United  States  have  been  benefited,  but  by  which  an  injury  has  been 
inflicted  upon  one  of  its  citizens. 

At  the  time  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  under  discussion  in 
the  cortes  of  Spain,  the  special  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
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reported  upon  this  claim,  and  recommeDded  that  it  eboiild  be  ascer- 
tained, before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  whether  or  not  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  considered  it  as  provided  for  by  the  treaty. 
This  suggestion  was  adopted  by  the  cortes,  and  an  official  letter  was 
addressed  by  th**  secretary  of  the  cortes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  subject.  The  re)>1y  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  debt  due  Mr.  Meade  teas  included  in  the  treaty,  and  that  its  nature 
and  amount  were  well  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  had  been  o£BciaIly  communicated  to  the  American  minister  re- 
siding at  Madrid.  This  re|ly  went  further,  and  stated  that  the  govern- 
merii  of  the  United  States  required  the  large  cessions  of  Innd  that  had 
bcon  miiHp  in  Floridi  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Count  Bunon  R>6tro, 
and  Mr.  Vargas,  to  be  cancelled,  as  it  regarded  the  whole  of  the  Flori- 
das  as  being  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  its  citizens 
upon  the  government  o<  Spain  When  this  reply  was  communicat-ed 
to  the  cortes,  a  committee  ot  two  of  its  members  was  appointed  to 
wait  upon  the  American  minister,  then  at  Madrid,  and  hold  a  consul- 
tation with  him  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Jose  Moreno  de  Guerra  was 
one  of  that  committee ;  and  besides  the  foregoing  facts  which  are 
stated  by  him,  he  also  states  that  he  and  Mr.  Thomas  Isturio,  the 
other  member  of  the  committee,  waited  upon  Mr.  Forsyth  and  **  ob- 
tained from  that  gentleman  the  clear  and  explicit  assurance  that  the 
debt  due  to  Richard  W.  Mtade  would  certainly  be  paid  to  him  by  the 
United  States  if  the  treaty  were  ratified  by  the  Spanish  government, 
and  the  cession  aforesaid  totally  admitted."  He  also  '^  solemnly  de- 
clares that  these  assurances  thus  conveyed  to  the  cortes,  and  these  as- 
surances only,  induced  that  body  to  annul  the  grants  of  laud  in  the 
Floridas ;  that  had  not  the  cortes  been  perfectly  satisfied  by  these 
solemn  assurances  that  the  national  debt  (as  it  was  regarded)  due  to 
Richard  W.  Meade  would  be  fully  paid  by  the  United  States,  it  would 
not  have  consented  to  vacate  those  grants  of  land,  as  far  as  respected 
the  United  States,  but  would  have  vacated  them  as  respects  the  in- 
dividuals to  whom  they  had  been  made,  reserving  them  to  the  Spanish 
nation  by  the  law  ot  reversion,  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying  by 
them  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  either  by  their 
transfer  to  the  said  Meade  or  by  sale,  and  with  the  product  thereof 
would  have  paid  the  debt  and  interest." 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
the  obligation  upon  the  part  of  the  United  States,  created  by  the 
foregoing  state  ot  facts,  is  of  the  most  imperative  character,  and 
obliges  the  government  to  the  employment  of  all  the  means  within  its 
power  to  provide  for  the  speedy  payment  of  this  claim.  The  original 
claimant,  relying  up(m  this  obligation,  did,  in  his  lifetime,  all  that  he 
could  do  to  aid  the  government  in  its  discharge.  His  heirs  have  done 
all  tLat  they  had  the  power  to  do  ;  and  now  the  undersigned,  as  his 
legal  reprehentative^  feels  himself  obliged,  as  well  by  a  sense  of  duty 
as  by  his  interest,  to  urge  the  matter  again  upon  th,e  attention  of  the 
executive  branch  ot  the  government ;  and  he  entertains  the  confident 
belief  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will  give  it  his  immediate  and  earnest 
attention. 

The  faith  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  so  plighted  by 
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the  treaty  of  1819,  that,  in  view  of  it,  there  should  be  no  longer  delay 
in  the  final  settlement  of  business  of  «o  uro^ent  importance  to  the 
parties  interested.  On  the  19th  May,  182.0,  Ferdinand  VII,  Kingr  of 
Spain,  affixed  the  seal  of  his  government  to  its  national  obligation  to 
pay  to  Richard  W.  Meade  the  sum  of  |491,153  62.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  has  solemnly  undertaken,  in  one  of  its  public 
treaties,  not  only  to  see  that  this  debt  is  paid,  but  actually  to  pay  it ; 
and  it  is  difficult,  if^  indeeed,  it  is  not  impossible,  to  find  even  the 
slightest  pretext  or  apology  for  further  delay. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  character  of  the  oblioration  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States?  The  undersigned  has  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at 
this.  Having  shown  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  refusal  ot  the  government  of  Spain  to  deliver 
the  vouchers,  to  demand  them,  it  follows  that  it  was  equally  a  duty 
to  persist  in  that  demand  until  a  compliance  with  it  was  obtained. 
But  the  United  States  did  not  persist  and  has  again  thrown  back  the 
case  upon  the  exertions  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  the  claim- 
ant, who  have  no  power  to  enforce  the  original  contract  with  Spain, 
and  who  can  do  nothing  more  without  the  aid  of  the  government.  If, 
at  the  time  the  subsequent  treaty  of  1834  with  Spain  was  male,  the 
United  States  had  expressed  the  desire,  or  had  demanded  that  the 
vouchers  should  have  been  delivered,  they  would  have  been  doubtless 
surrendered  by  Spnin.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  make 
this  demand  at  that  time,  because  it  had  been  un^mccessiully  made 
before  ;  but  it  was  not  done,  and  the  treaty  of  1834  was  ratified  with« 
out  any  reference  to  this  claim  or  to  the  vouchers.  In  the  o|)inion  of 
the  undersigned,  therefore,  this  indefinite  adjournment  of  a  qu 'stioQ 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  treated  as  a  national 
one  gives  to  the  undersigned,  as  the  representative  of  his  father,  a 
just  demand  against  the  government  for  the  whole  sum,  without  fur- 
ther delay  Under  this  view  of  the  case  he  most  respectfully  asks 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  will  turn  to  his  own  report  on  the 
subject,  made  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Aff'airs  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  the  first  session  of  the  20th  Congress,  and  that 
upon  the  principles  there  recognized,  and  such  additional  ones  as  may 
occur  to  his  mind,  he  will  estimate  for  the  immediate  payment  ot  this 
claim  by  Congress  at  its  present  session. 

If,  however,  the  Secretary  of  State  should  decline  to  make  this  esti- 
mate, then  the  undersigned  would  submit  to  his  consideration  these 
additional  suggestions^  with  the  request  that  he  adopt  them.  There 
is  now  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  vouchers  so  long  withheld  by 
Spain  may  now  be  obtained  if  an  energetic  efibrt  is  made  to  do  so ; 
and,  with  a  view  of  making  this  efibrt  as  effectual  as  possible  by 
giving  whatever  personal  aid  I  can  to  it,  I  respectfully  request  that 
the  minister  ot  the  United  States  now  in  Spain  may  be  instructed  to 
demand  them  again  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  that  I  may  be 
sent  to  that  country  as  bearer  of  despatches,  or  in  some  public  capacity. 
I  should  confidently  expect  by  this  means  to  procure  evidence  of  the 
original  indebtedness  of  Spain  to  n»y  father,  as  I  am  entirely  satisfied 
that  such  evidence  has  been  preserved  in  the  Spanish  archives,  and 
may  be  obtained  if  earnestly  called  for  by  the  government  of  the 
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United  States.  My  intimate  acquaintaDce  with  the  Spanish  language 
will  enable  me  to  render  material  aid  in  the  negotiations  in  Spain, 
and  my  relation  to  the  original  claimant  as  both  heir  and  legal  repre- 
sentative renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  peculiarly  proper  that  the  United 
States  should  extend  to  me  all  the  facilities  in  their  power  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  this  long-deferred  and  most  meritorious  de- 
mand. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  R.  W.  Mtade^  deceased, 
Hon.  Edward  Evbrbtt, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  96. 

Departmsnt  of  State, 
Washington^  February  17,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have  submitted  your  memorial  of  the  11th  instant  to  the 
President.  He  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  despatch  a  special  mes- 
senger to  Spain  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  you.  but  our  minister  at 
Madrid  will  be  instructed  to  renew  the  demand  for  the  vouchers  in 
support  of  your  late  father's  claim. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  EVERETT. 
Lieutenant  R.  W.  Meadb, 

Washington  City, 


No.  97. 

Washington,  April  25,  1^53. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  earnest  letter  of  instructions  of  the  Hon  Edward 
Everett  to  Mr.  Barringer,  at  the  court  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the 
vouchers  of  my  iather,  the  late  Richard  W.  Meade,  who  died  in  this 
city  in  1828 — ''  to  make  a  new  demand  for  them,  with  all  the  earnest- 
ness which  consists  with  respect  to  the  Spanish  government'' — may  I 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  at  an  early  day  to  renew 
said  instructions  by  the  Hon.  Pierre  Soule  before  his  departure  on  his 
mission  to  that  court. 

I  pray  you  will  excuse  the  earnestness  with  which  I  press  this  mat- 
ter, actuated  as  I  am  (and  as  I  hope  you  will  consider)  from  the  long 
pending  delay  of  Spain  to  furnish  them,  while  obligated  so  to  do  by 
the  treaty  of  1819. 

Since  my  father's  decease,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  and  since 
my  mother's  decease,  [being]  honored  with  letters  of  administration, 
I  have  been  strenuous  in  this  effort,  as  I  am  anxious  to  be  prepared 
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with  this  evidence  of  my  father's  just  claim  before  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

R   W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  R,  W.  Mtadty  decea  el. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marcty, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  98. 

Departmeitt  of  Statb, 
Wa^hingtxmj  April  28,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant. 

l!r.  Barrinp:er  has  acknowledj^ed  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of 
this  department  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  your  late  father,  but  had 
not  at  the  time,  obtained  the  documents  called  for  by  them.  He  has 
transmitted  with  his  last  despatches  a  package,  which  he  describes  as 
**  loose  papers"  connected  with  the  claim,  found  by  him  among  the  files 
of  the  legation.  You  are  at  liberty  to  inspect  these  papers  at  the  de- 
partment. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY, 

BicHARD  W.  Mbadb,  Esq  . 

Administrator  of  B.  W.  Meade,  deceased. 


No.  99. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  AprU  1,  1853. 

Sir:  I  havo  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  the  Department  of  State 
despatch  No.  75,  on  the  subject  of  the  demand  upon  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment for  the  papers  and  vouchers  connected  with  the  claim  of  R. 
W.  Meade,  deceased,  and  his  legal  representatives,  under  the  treaty 
of  February  22,  1819, 

From  the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  records  and  archives 
of  this  legation,  at  the  several  periods  of  the  previous  applications 
have  been  made,  were  kept,  I  have  had  much  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing with  accuracy  the  precise  documents  required,  as  they  are  not  spe- 
cifically referred  to  in  the  said  despatch.  With  the  aid,  however,  of 
such  papers  as  are  on  file  in  the  legation,  and  of  such  of  the  several 
reports  made  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this  claim  as  are  to  be  found 
in  the  public  documents  in  this  library,  I  hope  to  he  able  in  a  few  days 
to  furnish  to  the  Spanish  government  a  coirect.  list  of  such  vouchers 
and  other  documents  as  may  be  necessary,  and  are  called  for  by  the 
instructions. 

In  the  me>intime,  after  a  thorough  personal  examination  of  the 
archives  of  the  legation,  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect  together  all  the 
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loose  papers  connected  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade,  referring  chieiSy  to 
his  long  imprisonment  in  Cadiz,  which  was  one  of  the  original  grounds 
of  his  claim,  and  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  (according  to 
the  accompanying  list)  sach  as  may  he  deemed  important  in  its  final 
adjustment  and  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obe« 
dient  servant, 

D.  M.  BARRINGER. 

Hon.  the  Sbgretart  of  8tatib. 

lAat  of  papers  in  despatch  No.  134,  April  1,  1863. 

No.  1.  A  parcel  of  authenticated  documents  from  the  ^'consulado" 
and  other  tribunals  in  Cadiz,  in  the  year  181 B. 

No.  2.  Memorial  of  R   W.  Meade  to  the  King,  (no  date.) 

No.  3    Memorial  of  R.  W.  Meade  to  the  Kini?,  May  2,  1817. 

No.  4.  Letter  of  Mr.  M.  to  G.  W.  Erving,  minister,  &c.,  February 
8,  1819 

No  5.  Letter  of  Mr.  M.  to  G.  W.  Erving,  minister,  &c.,  of  August 
14,  1818,  with  enclosures. 

No.  6.  Letter  of  Mr.  M.  to  G.  W.  Erving,  minister,  &c.,  of  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1819,  enclosing  Caralius's  letter. 

No.  7.  Nature  of  deposits  made  by  Mr.  M.,  with  enclosures. 

No.  8.  Mr.  M  to  Mr.  Erving,  February  9,  1819,  with  enclosures 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

No.  9.  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  Erving,  March  31,  1818,  with  enclosures. 

No.  10.  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  hrving,  December  2.  1816. 

No.  11.  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  Erving,  May  12,  1818,  with  enclosures. 

No.  12.  Mr.  M.  to  T.  L.  L.  Brent,  secretary  of  legation,  May  3, 
1816,  with  ten  enclosures. 

No.  13.  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  Erving,  March  22,  1818. 

No.  14.  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  Erving,  April  7,  1818. 

No.  15,  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  Erving,  April  14,  1818. 

No.  16.  Mr.  M.  to  Congress,  memorial,  (without  date.) 

No.  17.  A  parcel  containing  twenty  enclosures,  being  ofidos  pro- 
cesses, copies  of  royal  orders,  &c.,  &c.,  from  the  authorities  of  Madrid 
and  Cadiz. 


No.  100. 

Washington,  May  13,  1853. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  been  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  your  despatch  No.  124,  dated  April  1,  received  by 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  21st  of  the  ^ame  month. 

In  case  the  library  of  the  legation  does  not  furnihh  the  reports  you 
refer  to,  please  permit  me  to  enclose  you  the  printed  **  schedule  of  pa- 
pers, documents,  and  vouchers  relative  to  the  sundry  contracts  made 
by  R.  W.  Meade  with  the  Spanish  government  from  July,  1809,  to 
May,  1814,"  which  was  annexed  and  is  a  part  of  the  favoraJble  report 
No.  58^  from  page  89  to  101,  by  the  honorable  Edward  Everett,  Irom 
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the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  the  last  session  of  the  20th  Congress,  and  which  is  also  in 
Senate  report  No.  236,  1st  session  24th  Congress,  made  bj  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Porter,  from  page  93  to  98. 

The  packet  leaves  New  York  to  morrow,  and  I  hasten  to  furnish 
yon  with  this  information,  trusting  you  will  readily  excuse  the  free- 
dom in  my  anxiety  to  facilitate  your  kind  efforts  to  procure  that 
which  has  been  so  long  and  so  cruelly  withheld,  and  with  which  I 
may  be  prepared,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs,  to  prosecute  the  claim  with 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

I  also  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  my  printed  letter,  with  one  an- 
nexed from  my  mother,  the  late  Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Meade. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  B,  W.  Meade ^  deceased. 

Hon.  D.  M.  Barrinqer,  Minister  Plenipotentiary ^ 

And  Envoy  Extra^>rdinary,  dec. ,  Madrid^  Spain. 


No.  101. 

Washington,  June  1,  1853. 

Sir  :  As  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  my  father,  R.  W.  Meade^ 
it  has  become  my  duty  to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  sugges- 
tions in  refierence  to  his  claim  which  was  originally  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  but  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  the 
Erovisions  of  the  Florida  treaty  of  1819,  and  for  which  no  satisfaction 
as  yet  been  made. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  at  this  time  to  unfold  for  my  present  purpose 
either  the  details  or  merits  of  this  claim  since  the  various  reports  by 
committees  of  Congress,  and  the  diplomatic  correspondence  between 
the  two  governments  have  given  the  whole  subject  very  marked  and 
meritorious  notoriety;  it  will  suffice  to  state  that  in  pursuance  of  said 
treaty  a  board  of  American  commissioners  was  appointed  to  audit  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  which  had  been  against  Spain  ;  that  this  claim 
was  submitted  to  said  board,  who  formally  decided  that  it  was  em- 
braced by  the  treaty  and  entitled  to  an  award  under  it ;  but  that  the 
proof  adduced  in  its  support  being  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  Spain 
herself^  founded  upon  proofs,  then  and  now  in  her  possession,  was  not 
the  kind  of  detailed  proof  which  the  rule  of  the  board  required ;  there- 
upon an  official  requisition  was  made  by  our  government  on  Spain,  in 
compliance  with  the  stipulated  terms  of  the  treaty,  for  the  particular 
and  detailed  proof  on  which  the  original  claim  was  founied.  Spain 
equivocated,  neglected,  and  finally  reiused  compliance  with  said  requi- 
sition ;  and  then  our  government  gave  her  formal  and  emphatic  no- 
tice that  in  case  of  a  continued  refusal  up  to  a  certain  period  (long 
since  elapsed)  that  t^pain  would  be  held  liable  to  respond  to  the  United 
States  lor  thin  and  other  claims  of  like  position.  Spain  has  continued 
to  refuse  for  many  years,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  oft- repeated 
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demand  of  our  government  for  said  proofs.  But  recently  she  has  man« 
ifested  a  disposition  to  furnish  them,  and  it  is  now  believed  they  can 
be  obtained  by  well-direuted  efforts ;  and  the  Department  of  State, 
duly  enlightened  on  the  relaxation  manifested  by  Spain,  and  also  sen- 
sible of  the  duty  of  our  government  to  aid  and  protect  the  rights  of 
Mr.  Meade,  and  thereby  protect  its  own  interest,  has  renewed  the  de- 
mand for  said  proofs  in  a  manner  that  promises  with  due  caution  to 
be  effectual. 

The  American  minister  has  accordingly  so  instructed,  and  will 
doubtless  be  zealous  in  his  efforts  to  that  end.  But  he  is  about  to  give 
place  to  a  successor,  who  (admitting  his  high  qualifications  and  good 
disposition)  must  of  necessity  devote  his  attention  to  the  public  trusts 
confided  to  him  to  the  exclusion  of  all  minor  and  individual  concerns; 
which  of  itself  would  absolutely  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  perform- 
ing what  said  requisition  requires.  Besides,  the  proofs  and  document-s 
embraced  in  the  requisition  are  very  numerous,  and  according  to  offi- 
cial notice  have  been  so  displaced  and  disarranged  during  the  wars 
and  revolutions  in  Spain  that  a  critical  and  very  laborious  search  for 
them  is  indispensable,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  be  performed 
by  our  minister  or  other  public  functionary  ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  fur- 
nish a  guide  to,  or  specification  of  said  proofs  and  documents,  since 
most  of  them  have  been  never  even  seen  by  any  living  member  of  Mr. 
Meade's  and  family,  and  probably  some  of  them  not  by  Mr.  Meade 
himself,  and  certainly  not  by  any  former  or  present  functionary  of  this 
government. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  apparent  that  the  requisition  made, 
or  to  be  made,  will  prove  in  the  main  a  failure,  unless  the  indispen- 
sable and  very  extensive  search  be  made  by  one  not  only  competent, 
but  so  stimulated  both  by  duty  and  interest  as  to  labor  with  unabated 
zeal  to  the  end — having  previously  acquired  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
subject-matter  and  all  its  incidents,  so  that  at  a  glance  he  may  deter- 
mine the  applicability  of  any  document  he  may  examine;  and  for  this 
purpose  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  is  obviously 
the  very  first  requisite. 

The  undersigned,  son  and  administrator  of  Mr.  Meade,  being  the 
legal  representative  of  his  estate  and  one  of  his  heirs,  and  the  author- 
ized representative  of  the  co-heirs,  feels  it  his  duty  in  the  execution  of 
the  trust  thus  confided  to  him  to  offer  his  services  to  his  government 
in  this  matter.  His  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  and  of 
all  that  can  now  be  known  of  the  subject-matter,  added  to  his  duty  and 
interest  as  administrator  and  heir,  and  for  the  co-heirs,  are  safe  guar- 
antees of  his  zealous  and  faithful  performance  of  a  very  arduous  duty, 
which  he  believes  no  other  living  man  could  undertake  with  equal  in- 
ducements or  prospect  of  success. 

The  present  chiefs  of  the  Spanish  government  are  the  ancient  and 
fast  friends  of  his  father,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  they  would  extend 
to  his  son  and  representative  every  tacility  of  search  necessary  to  the 
object,  such  as  a  stranger  could  not  expect  to  be  indulged  in 

The  undersigned  is  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  if  placed  on  special 
duty,  under  your  orders,  upon  your  request  to  that  effect  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  could  render  the  proposed  service  without  any  other 
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expense  to  the  government  than  the  amount  of  his  actual  travelling 
expenses  to  and  from  Madrid. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  jour  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  B.  W.  Meade,  deceased. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcby, 

Secretary  of  State, 


No.  102. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  June  10,  1853. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  your 
late  father  against  the  government  of  Spain,  and  offering  your  services 
as  a  special  messenger  to  proceed  to  Madrid  to  aid  in  collecting  the 
original  evidence  in  the  case,  for  which  Mr.  Barringer  has  been  re- 
cently instructed  to  make  a  new  demand  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, has  been  received  and  duly  considered. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  know  of  no  authority  which  would 
enable  me  to  appoint  you  to  such  a  service^  nor  of  any  fund  out  of 
which  the  expenses  that  would  attend  the  appointment  could  be  paid. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  MARCY. 

B.  W.  Meade,  Esq., 

Administrator  of  the  estate  of  B.  W.  Meade,  deceased. 


No.  103. 

Washington,  Jtdy  16,  1853. 

Sir  :  Admonished  by  the  reported  early  departure  of  Mr.  Soulfi  to 
Spain,  of  the  propriety  of  renewing  to  him  the  instructions  heretofore 
given  by  the  Department  of  State  to  his  predecessor,  relative  to  pro- 
curing from  the  archives  of  Spain  the  documents  and  proofs  apper- 
taining to  the  large  claim  of  my  father,  which  was  originally  against 
that  government,  but  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  the  Florida 
treaty  of  1819,  I  respectfully  invoke  your  attention  to  that  effect. 

In  my  letter  of  June  1,  1853,  to  the  department,  I  took  the  occasion 
to  suggest  the  expediency  of  permitting  me  to  unite  my  efforts  to  those 
of  Mr.  Soule  (in  the  manner  therein  set  forth)  as  most  promising  of  a 
snccessful  result ;  as  nothing  has  since  occurred  to  change  my  views 
then  submitted,  I  respectfully  request  your  reference  to  that  letter  and 
your  consideration  of  the  suggestions  and  reasons  on  which  they  are 
founded^  as  therein  set  forth 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  B,  W.  Meade,  deceased. 

Hon.  William  L.  Marot, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  104. 

Washington,  September  2,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  set  forth  in  your  letter 
of  22d  ultimo,  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Mann  thin  morning,  when 
he  informed  me  that  the  Secretary  of  State  considered  your  own  exposi- 
tions and  wishes  with  regard  to  your  father's  claim  as  more  consonant 
with  your  interest  and  object  than  anything  the  department  could 
dictate,  and  therefore  he  submitted  as  instructions  to  Mr.  Soule  jour 
letters  to  him,  copies  whereof  were  therefore  handed  to  Mr.  Scale. 
Mr.  Mann  had  the  kindness  to  volunteer  a  conveyance  to  Mr.  Soule 
of  any  communication  you  may  desire  to  make  to  him.  My  own 
opinion  is,  it  is  too  soon  for  you  to  address  him,  since  it  would  not  be 
attended  to  so  early.  I  think  a  little  later  would  be  more  effectual, 
and  also  to  Mr.  Caideron. 

Wishing  yourself  and  family  every  good,  I  am  your  friend  and 
servant 

JAMES  H.  CAUSTEN. 
R.  W.  Mbadb,  Esq.,  Norfolk, 


No.  105. 

Washington,  November  15,  1853. 

Sir  :  Although  I  cannot  approach  you  officially,  yet  your  kind  dis- 

f position  to  my^elf  and  family  will  justify,  and  I  hope  excuse,  the 
iberty  1  am  now  taking  in  addressing  you  on  a  subject  in  which  both 
duty  and  interest  prompt  me,  and  with  which  you  are  familiar,  to  wit: 
the  claim  of  my  father,  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased,  which  was  origi- 
nally against  Spain,  (tor  highly  meritorious  services  rendered  in  her 
need,)  then  assumed  by  the  United  States  under  the  Florida  treaty  of 
1819  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  Spain  to  furnish  the  proofs 
now  required,  which  she  had  obligated  herself  to  do  by  the  provisions 
of  said  treaty,  was  officially  informed  that  she  would  be  held  liable 
for  said  claim.  Spain.  neverthtlcKs,  long  declined  to  furni^h  the 
proofs  on  various  grounds,  but  recently  has  yielded  her  assent,  though 
not  yet  realized. 

Our  government  has  accordingly  instructed  our  late  minister  at 
Madrid  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  obtain  from  the  archives  of  Spain  the 
proofs  retierred  to;  but  his  mission  terminated  soon  thereaiter,  and 
his  successor,  Mr.  Soule,  has  been  in  like  manner  instructed.  The 
direct  object  of  this  letter  is,  therefore,  to  pray  of  you  to  extend  to  Mr. 
Soul6  every  proper  facility  he  may  desire  so  that  he  may  complete  the 
coUectii  n  of  uecessar}  document4»  within  the  shortest  practicable  pe- 
riod, it  being  very  important  to  the  heirs  of  my  father  (all  of  whom 
I  represent)  that  the  claim  to  indemnity  against  the  United  States, 
supported  by  the  proofs  now  required,  should  be  submitted  to  Coa- 
grcss  at  the  near  approaching  session. 

You  are  no  doubt  fully  informed  that  the  oft-repeated  applications 
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to  Congress  for  relief  in  this  case  have  failed  solely  for  want  of  said 
documents,  thereby  causing  a  delay  of  definitive  action  by  Congress 
for  more  than  thirty  years  past^  to  the  great  loss  and  vexation  of  the 
claimants. 

To  you,  who  know  so  well,  I  need  not  remark  on  the  high  merits  of 
this  claim ;  your  government  has  in  unequivocal  terms  repeatedly 
expressed  its  grateful  sense  of  the  services  rendered^  and  its  strong 
desire  that  my  father  should  be  paid  the  sum  that  your  sovereign 
solemnly  decided  to  be  due  to  him.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  has  never  doubted  the  merit  of  these  services,  and  would  cer- 
tainly pay  the  claim  if  those  required  proofs  be  submitted  to  it,  and 
thereby  relieve  Spain  from  an  ulterior  demand  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment to  satisfy  it,  should  such  be  contemplated. 

In  every  view  of  this  matter,  justice  points  to  the  delivery  of  the 
proofs  as  due  to  good  faith,  courtesy,  and  dignity ;  and  as  your  gov- 
ernment has  already  consented  to  furnish  them,  your  good  offices  are 
alone  needed  to  make  that  consent  effectual. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  indulge  with  confidence  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  facilitate  my  object  before  stated, 
and  thus  bring  to  a  close  a  matter  between  the  two  governments  of 
mere  punctilio  rather  than  substance,  but  a  source  of  irretrievable  ruin 
to  long  suffering  claimants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ringer  on  this  subject  and  now  extended  to  Mr.  Soul6  ;  also  authenti- 
cated evidence  of  my  administration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
Administrator  of  B,  fF.  Meade^  deceased. 

His  excellency  Senor  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  Madrid. 


No.  106. 

Washington,  November  15,  1853. 

Sib  :  The  near  approach  of  the  meeting  of  our  Congress,  and  the 
necessity  for  laying  before  it  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  there- 
after the  documents  which  Spain  has  obligated  herself  to  furnish, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Florida  treaty  of  1819,  (and  has  not  yet 
furnished,)  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  my  father,  Kichard  W.  Meade, 
deceased,  which  was  originally  against  Spain,  but  was  assumed  by 
the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  said  treaty,  will,  I  trust,  justify  and 
serve  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  am  now  taking  in  addressing  you. 

To  facilitate  your  convenient  reference,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  special 
instructions  of  our  government  to  your  immediate  predecessor,  of 
February  18,  1853,  which  I  understand  was  renewed  to  yourself  on 
the  eve  of  your  departure  from  Washington. 

As  our  government  has,  therefore,  in  the  performance  of , its  mani- 
fest duty,  taken  the  proper  steps  to  obtain  the  required  documents,  I 
can  only  express  my  approval  thereof,  and  my  ardent  hope  in  a  speedy 
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and  successful  result  through  your  good  offices,  which,  for  the  reasouB 
before  stated,  I  most  earnestly  and  jnost  respectfully  invoke. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
AdministrcUor  of  B.  W.  Meadty  deceased.  ^ 
Hon.  Pierre  Soule, 

Minister  of  the  United  States ^  Madrid. 

P.  8. — As  it  will  serve  to  show  my  zeal,  duty,  and  interest  in  this 
cause,  I  also  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  June  1,  1853,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  had  not  the 
authority  to  appoint  nor  to  cover  the  expenses  of  such  an  agency,  and 
therefore  declined  it ;  also  copy  of  my  letter  to  your  honorable  pre- 
decessor, of  May  13,  1863,  and  authenticated  evidence  of  my  adminis- 
tratioa. 

What  I  now  particularly  desire  to  have,  separate  and  in  addition 
to  the  series  required,  (and  to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  your  good  self,) 
is  an  official  copy  of  the  royal  order  of  January  3,  1820,  with  a  copy 
of  the  liquidation  of  my  father's  account,  dated  September  30, 1819, 
with  the  approval  thereof  by  the  King,  dated  May  19,  1820 :  and  for 
these  I  throw  myself  on  your  kind  indulgence. 
With  great  respect, 

R.  W.  MEADE, 
U.  S,  Navy,  Administrator  of  B.  W.  Meade^  deceased. 


No.  107. 

Don  Bruno  Yallarino  Ministro ;  cesailte  del  extinguido  supremo 
consejo  de  Tndias,  Don  Jose  Yasques  Ballesteros  fiscal  en  iguales  ter- 
minos  del  supremo  consejo  de  Hacienda>  el  Marques  de  las  Hormazas 
Presidente  de  la  Contaduria  mayor  de  la  nacion,  y  Don  Juan  Florin 
secretario  del  rey  con  exercicio  de  decretos  y  oficial  de  la  secretaria  de 
estado,  y  del  despacho  de  hacienda. 

Certificamos :  Que  por  el  ministerio  de  estado  y  del  despacho  de 
hacienda  se  nos  participo  &  todos  y  cada  uno  la  real  orden  que  sigue : 
*'Con  esta  fecha  comunico  ^1  Seiior  Secretario  de  Estado  y  del  des- 
pacho la  real  orden  siguiente.  He  dado  cuenta  al  rey  nuestro  Senor 
del  oficio  de  Y.  E.  de  26  de  Enero  ultimo,  al  que  acompanaba  una 
representacion  hecha  por  Don  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadanode  los  Estados 
XJnidos  de  America,  apoyada  y  remitida  al  ministerio  del  cargo  de 
Y.  E.  por  el  ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  cerea  de  S.  M.;  en  la  que 
el  expresado  Meade  pedir  se  nombrasen  dos  6  tres  sugetos  de  la  real 
confianza,  que  como  comisionados  especiales  con  amplias  facultades  y 
reuniendo  los  antecedentes  que  obran  en  este  ministerio,  en  la  T esore* 
ria  General,  Consejo  de  Hacienda,  e  Yntendencia  de  Cadiz,  procedan 
&  formar  una  liquidacion  del  saldo  que  resulte  a  su  favor,  por  todos 
sus  creditos,  y  tambien  por  la  recompense  que  le  es  debida  k  causa  de 
sus  perdidas  y  sufrimientos  personales  ;  oyendole  acerca  del  particular 
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y  las  proposiciones  que  hiciere,  j  consultando  d  S.  M.  sobre  todo.  Asi- 
mismo  86  b&  enterado  delo  que  con  este  motivo  informo  el  Seuor  Duque 
presidente  del  Consejo  de  Hacienda  a  quien  Be  paso  para  el  efectO;  y  de 
\o  que  y.  E.  se  servio  manifestarme  en  contextacion  de  l""  de  Abril 
proximo  pasado ;  y  con  presencia  de  todos  los  antecedentes  conforman- 
dose  con  el  dictamen  dado  por  el  Senor  Duque  presidente  del  Consejo 
de  Hacienda^  se  h&  dignado  S.  M.  acceder  a  la  solicitud  de  Don  Bicardo 
Meade  nombrando  para  la  comision  que  con  vista  de  antecedentes  b& 
de  entender  en  la  relacionada  liquidacionde  los  creditos  y  reclamaciones 
de  aguel,  &  Don  Bruno  Vallarino  Ministrodel  donsejo  de  Tndias^  &  Don 
Jose  Vazques  Ballesteros  fiscal  del  de  Hacienda^  al  Marques  de  las 
Horroazas  ministro  decano  del  tribunal  de  contaduria  mayor,  y  &  Don 
Juan  Florin  oficial  de  la  secretaria  de  estado  y  del  despacho  de  Haci- 
enda. T  siendo  V  8.  udo  de  los  ministros  nombrados  para  la  expre- 
sada  comision,  se  lo  comunico  de  real  orden  para  su  inieligencia  y 
cumplimiento.  Dios  giie  &  V.  8.  m'  a'  Palacio  7  de  Mayo  de  1819. 
Jos6  Tmaz,  Senor  Don  Bruno  Vallarino."  Que  en  su  virtud  y  cum- 
plimiento, reunidos  los  antecedentes,  vistas  y  examinadas  las  reclama- 
ciones de  Meade,  y  las  que  bizo  en  representacion  de  Don  Juan  Dickson 
y  otros  Americanos,  con  su  respectiva  exposicion  y  becba  la  liquida- 
cion  encargada  en  lo  relative  a  principal  e  intereses  debidos^  se  con- 
sulto  &  S.  M.  en  30  de  Septiembre  del  mismo  ano,  que  devian  abonarse 
al  dicho  Meade  por  unos  y  otros  respectos  las  Partidas  que  se  insertan. 

Principal.  Yntereses. 

For  los  liquidos  intereses  de  las  libranzas 

procedentes  de  la  Contrata  de  Yiveres 

celebrada  en  27  de  Febrero  de  1812,  y 

no  pagadas  en  Vera  Cruz  segun  lo  conve- 

nido  reducidos  aquellos  al  6  por  ciento 

durante^ademora  hasta  laliquidacion..  362,301  21 

Por  el  importe  liquidadode  los  viveres  en- 

tregados   en   virtud    de   otra   contrata 

celebrada  con  el  gobierno  bajo  la  gar- 

antia  de  Don  Vicente  Bertran  de  Lis, 

quien  se  oblige  a  su  pago  bajo  premio 
'    del  10  por  ciento  de  demora  executoriado 

en  antes  seguidos  en  el  Tribunal  de  Gom- 

ercio  de  Cadiz.     Rn 841,508  10     213,429  20 

Por  resto  de  cuentas  de  tabacos  entregados 

en  la  fabrica  de  Se  villa  los  alios  1807  y 

1808,  con  los  intereses  legates  de  6  por 

ciento.     Rn 175,240  00     118,282  17 

Por  el  prestamo  de  ocbeuta  mil  reales  he- 

cho  al  govierno  en  Cadiz  en  2  de  Marzo 

del  ano  de  1811,  con  los  mismos  inter- 
eses de  6  por  ciento  liquidados  con  res- 

pectoasu  tiempo.     Rn 80,000  00       39,200  00 

Por  e^  importe  de  las  Harinas  entrcgadas 

en  la  Plaza  de  Ceuta  con  iguales  pre- 
mies de  6  por  ciento  de  la  demora.   Rn...       21,067  20       15,067  08 
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Principal  TDtereses. 

Por  lo8  abonos  que  no  se  hicieron  en  la 

Junta  die  Cadiz  el  ano  de  810  respectivos 

k  las  Partidas  de  Cevada  perdida  refac- 

cion  6   mermas  del  arroz,  j  gastos  de 

Sanidad,  alijo  y  descarga,  sin  abono  al- 

guno  de  intereses  por  no  haveree  liqui- 

dado  6  depnrado  hasta  abora.     Bn 133,022  02 

Por  el  prestamo  de  diez  mil  reales  dados 

al  coronel  del  regimiento  provincial  de 

Cordova  para  equipe  de  aguel  Cuerpo,  y 

lo8  intereses  reducidos  al  preciso  tiempo 

que  consta  de  la  liquidacion.     Rn 10,000  00         6,976  11 

Por  el  precio  de  trea  mil  quatroicientos  diez 

y  siete  quintales  y  Veinte  y  cinco  libras 

de  tabaco  que  se  entregaron   por  Don 

Juan  Dickson  segun  contrata  y  &  cuya 

partida  no  se  abono  premio  por  hallarse 

en  depoeito  judicial.     Bn 1,503^590  00 

Por  el  importe  de  las  arinas  que  varios 

Americanos  consignaron  &  Don  Diego 

Wardrop  con  los  oorrespondientes  inter- 
eses baxo  la  misma  regla 630,000  00     2ll,887  04 

Cuyas  partidas  bacen  el  total.    Bn...  3,394,427  32     967,144  13 


Y  en  quanto  &  los  danos  y  perjuicios  reclamados  con  distincion  por 
Meade  se  hicieron  algunas  reflexioups,  que  se  elevaron  &  S.  M.  en 
dicha  consulta  para  que  se  sirviese  deliberar  en  orden  &  la  qiiantia  y 
propuesta  que  se  indicaba,  sobre  todo  lo  qual  se  dignd  nltimamente 
aprobar  la  liquidacion  y  resolver  en  el  extremo  pendiente  lo  que  con- 
tiene  la  real  orden  que  se  copia. 

*'  Habiendose  enterado  nuevamente  el  Bey  del  Eicpediente  de  D*.  Bi- 
cardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Uuidos  de  America,  y  con 
presencia  del  dictamen  de  la  Contaduria  Mayor  de  Cuentas  sobre  sua 
ultimas  reclamaciones  se  ba  servido  8.  M.  aprobar  la  liquidacion  de 
los  creditos  de  Meade  contra  la  Hacienda  Nacional,  executada  por  la 
comision  real  nombrada  al  efecto  mandando  que  esta  extienda  el  doc- 
umento  correspondiente,  que  pasar^  &  este  Ministerio  para  la  Sancion 
de  S.  M.  y  demas  efectos  que  correspondan,  en  seguridad  de  los  inte- 
reses Nacionales ;  que  en  quanto  4  las  cinco  partidas  relativas  4  danos 
y  perjuicios,  vea  la  comision  de  reducirlas  todo  lo  posible  en  beneficio 
de  la  Hacienda  Nacional,  transigiendo  en  esta  parte  con  Meade,  y  que  el 
documento  queexpida  esa  comision  sea  en  terminos  generales,  y  sin  bocer 
expresion  alguna  sobre  el  modo  del  pago.  De  Beal  orden  lo  comunico  a 
V  S.  para  inteligencia  de  esa  comision  y  su  cumplimiento.  Dios  gue  a 
V.S.  m*.  a».  Palacio  9  de  Mayo  de  1820.  Jose  Canga  Arguelles,  S***.  D". 
Bruno  Vallarino."  Y  finalmente  que  &  merito  deesta  Beal  resolucion 
y  puestos  los  oficios  que  dicta  la  prudencia  confereuciando  con  el 
interesado  Meade,  hemes  transigido  y  convenido  en  que  los  ocho  Mil- 
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lones  quinientoB  mil  reales  de  danos  y  perjnicios  reclamados  en  sus 
Papelcs  queden  reducidos  a  Cinco  MilloneB  quatrocientos  sesenta  y 
un  mil  quinientos  reales  con  los  quales  reflulta  que  A  una  suma  cor- 
respondea  al  nominado  D"^.  Bicardo  Meade  por  si  y  en  representacion 
de  los  otros  interesados,  de  que  va  hecha  mencion,  la  Cantidad  de 
Nueve  Hillones  Ochocientos  Veinte  y  tres  mil  setenta  y  dos  realejs  con 
once  maravedises  de  vellon  los  quales  debe  percibir  de  la  Hacienda 
Nacional  por  todos  sus  derechos  de  principal  e  intereses  hasta  la  liqui- 
dacioD,  y  por  los  referidos  danos  y  perjuicios  en  esta  forma :  Siete 
millones  quatrocientos  setenta  y  siete  mil  quinientos  noventa  y  cinco 
reales,  y  siete  maravedises  como  pertenecientes  a  Meade  :  Un  millon 
quinientos  tres  mil  quinientos  noventa  reales  que  oorresponden  d  D\ 
Juan  Dickson,  y  oliocientos  quarenta  y  un  mil  ochocientos  ochenta 
y  siete  reales  y  quatro  maravedises  que  en  ijjjual  forma  oorresponden  a 
los  Americanos  Consignados  &  D^  Diego  Wardrop  :  segun  todo  con 
mas  extension  y  circunstanciadamente  consta  del  expediente  y  ante- 
cedentes  4  que  nos  referimos,  y  para  complemento  de  la  repetida  ultima 
Real  orden  damos  la  presents  en  Madrid  &  17  de  Mayo  de  1820. 
Bruno  Vallarino,  Jose  Vasques  Ballesteros,  El  Marques  de  las  Hor- 
mazas,  Juan  Florin,  El  Eey  se  h&  servido  aprobar  esta  liquidacion. 
Palacio  19  de  Mayo  de  1820.  Josfe  Oanga  Arguelles.  Hay  un  real 
sello. 

Testim*.— Yo  el  Ynfrascrito  Ess*"*,  de  S.  M.  publico  y  del  Colegio  de 
esta  M.  H.  Villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  doy  fee  :  Que  los  SS'-.  D^'  Bruno 
Vallarino;  D*.  Jose  Vasques  Ballesteros  ;  el  Marques  de  las  Hormazas; 
D*.  Juan  Florin;  y  el  Ex"'*.  8"".  D^,  Jose  Canga  Arguelles  por  quienes 
esta  firmada  la  anterior  certificacion  son,  el  primero  'Ministro  cesante 
del  extinguido  Supremo  Consejo  de  Indias ;  el  segundo  en  iguales 
terminos  Fiscal  del  de  Hacienda;  el  tercero  actual  Fresidente  de  la 
Contaduria  Mayor  de  la  Naciou ;  el  quarto  Secretario  del  Rey  con 
exercisio  de  Decretos,  y  oficial  de  la  Secretaria  de  Estado  y  del  Des- 
pacho  de  Hacienda ;  y  el  quinto  ee  actual  Secretario  de  estado  y  del 
I)(spacho  de  Hacienda  como  se  titulan  los  quatro  primeros  y  de  sa 
puiio  y  letra  las  dhas  firmas  que  contiene  la  misma  certificacion  a  las 
quales  se  da  entero  credito.  Y  para  que  conste  donde  convenga  & 
instancia  de  D*.  Bicardo-  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y 
al  presente  residente  en  esta  Corte  ;  doy  este  testimonio  que  signo  y 
iirmo  en  Madrid  &  Veinte  y  tres  de  Mayo  de  mil  ochocientos  Veinte*: 
hay  un  signo.  Antonio  Dominguez. 

Legaliz*. — Los  Ynfrascritos  Ess"*",  de  8.  M.  pp**.  y  del  Colegio  de 
esta  M.  H.  Villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  damos  fee :  Que  D*.  Antonio  Do- 
minguez por  quien  esta.  autorizado^  signado  el  testimonio  de  la  buelta 
es  igual  E^8"^  de  S.  M.  y  de  este  Colegio  como  se  titula,  y  a  todo 
quanto  actua  se  le  d4  fee  y  credito  en  juicio  y  fuera  de  el:  Y  para 
que  conste  donde  convenga  damos  la  presente^que  signamos  y  firma- 
luos  en  Madrid  a  Veinte  y  tres  de  Mayo  de  mil  ochocientos  Veinte : 
hay  un  signo.  Juan  de  Mata  YUano.  Hay  un  signo.  Jose  Varela.  Hay 
un  signo.  D*.  Matias  del  Acebal. 

Corresponde  con  su  original  q^  p\  sacar  este  testimonio  me  esibio  Dn« 
Bicardo  Meade  contenid  cuel  y  al  preste  residte  en  esta  forte,  &  quien  le 
debolir  de  q*.  doy  fe  yaq^  me  remito  y  p*.  q^  conste  donde  convenga. 
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Y6  el  infrascrito  ess"^  de  8.M.  Notario  de  Reynos  j  del  Colegio  de eata  M. 
H.  villa  7  Corte  de  Madrid  doy  el  preste  y  sigao  y  firmoen  ella  aveinte 
y  cuatro  de  Mayo  de  mil  ochocientos  Teinte. 

ANTONIO  DOMINQUEE,  [Rubric] 

Legaliz*. — T  los  Tnfrascrito  Ess"^  des  M.  Notario  de  ReyiK>  vecino 
y  del  Colegio  de  esta  H.  y\  y  Corte  de  Madrid  damos  fee.  Que  Dn.  Antro. 
Dominguez  por  quien  esta  autoridad  y  eignado  el  testimo.  anterios  es 
igual  ess*^  des.  M.  como  se  titula  y  &  todo  coanto  actua  se  le  da  fee  y 
credito  en  ambo  juicios :  Y  pa.  q^  conste  damo  la  preste.  q^  signamos 
y  fimaroos  con  el  sello  de  fixo  Colegio  en  Madrid  &  veinte  y  eoatix>  de 
Mayo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte. 


JUAN  GONZALES. 
DIONISIO  PEREZ. 
ROMAN  ATIENZA. 


Rubric. 
Rubric. 
Rubric. 


I,  Thomas  Gough,  translator,  interpreter  to  the  American  legation 
at  this  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of  Dio- 
nisio  Perez,  Roman  Atienza,  and  Juan  Gonzales,  are  the  respectire 
signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  of  the  royal  college 
and  notaries  publio  of  this  city  ;  and  that  all  faith  and  credit  is  due  to 
them  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Madrid,  the  24t^i  day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  GOUGH.  [h.  s.] 


No.  m. 

[TraDslaticHii.] 

Don  Bruno  Vallarino,  minister  in  cessation  of  the  extinguished 
supreme  council  of  Indias  ;  Don  Joseph  Vanquez  Ballesteros,  fiscal^ 
in  same  manner,  of  the  supreme  council  of  finance ;  the  Marquis  of 
Hormasas,  president  of  the  comptroller  generars  department  of  the 
nation ;  and  Don  John  Florin,  secretary  to  his  Majesty,  with  the 
privilege  of  extending  decrees,  and  official  or  clerk  belonging  to  the 
secretary  of  state  and  finance  departments,  do  certify  that  the  min- 
ister of  state  and  finance  did  communicate  to  all  and  each  of  us  the 
following  royal  order : 

"  Palace,  May  1,  1819. 

*^  Under  this  date  I  communicate  to  the  secretary  of  state  and  uni- 
versal despatch  the  following  royal  order  :  I  have  given  an  account  to 
the  King  our  Lord  of  the  oficio  (or  official  letter)  of  your  excellency 
of  the  26th  January  lastpast,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  representation 
made  by  Don  Ricardo  Meade,  citi2wn  of  the  United  States  of  America,  sup- 
ported and  transmitted  to  the  ministry  under  the  charge  of  your  ex- 
cellency by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  this  court ;  in  which 
representation  the  aforesaid  Meade  requested  of  his  Majesty  to  be 
pleased  to  name  two  or  three  persons  of  his  royal  confidence,  who,  as 
special  commissioners^  with  ample  faculties  and  uniting  the  documents 
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^hicb  exist  in  this  ministry  in  the  treasurer  general's  office,  in  the 
supreme  council  of  finance,  and  in  the  office  of  the  intendant  of  Cadiz, 
ehould  proceed  to  form  a  liquidation  of  the  balance  vhich  should  result 
in  his  favor  for  all  his  credits,  and  likewise  to  establish  the  recompense 
due  to  him  on  account  of  his  losses  and  personal  sufferings,  hearing 
what  he  might  have  to  state  respecting  the  same,  as  also  the  proposi- 
tions he  should  make  relative  thereto,  and  consulting  his  Majesty  on 
the  whole  matter. 

''  His  Majesty  has  also  informed  himself  fully  of  the  opinion  given 
by  the  lord  duke,  president  of  the  council  of  finance,  to  whom  the 
papers  were  sent  for  that  object,  and  also  of  what  your  excellency  was 
pleased  to  manifest  to  me  in  your  answer  dated  1st  of  April  last  past, 
and  with  all  the  documents  before  him,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion 
given  by  the  lord  duke,  president  of  the  council  of  finance,  his  Majesty 
has  deigned  to  accede  to  the  request  of  Don  Bicardo  Meado,  naming 
for  the  commission,  who,  having  before  them  all  the  documents,  is  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  aforesaid  liquidation  of  the  credits  and  reclama- 
tions of  Meade,  the  following  persons  :  Don  Bruno  Yailarino,  minis- 
ter of  the  supreme  council  of  Indias  ;  Don  Joseph  Vasques  Ballesteros, 
fiscal  of  the  supreme  council  of  finance  ;  the  Marquis  of  Hormazas, 
minister  and  decano  (viz :  senior  minister,  acting  as  chief,)  of  the 
tribunal  of  the  comptroller'^  and  accomptant  generaUs  office ;  and 
Don  John  Florin,  ofidal  employed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
€(tate  and  finance  ;  and  you  being  one  of  the  ministers  named  in  the 
aforesaid  commission  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  by  royal  order 
for  your  information  and  compliance  therewith.  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

''  JOSEPH  IMAZ. 

"  Don  Bruko  VALLARnro." 

That  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  royal  order  and  his  compliance 
therewith,  having  united  ail  the  documents,  and  having  thoroughly 
seen  and  examined  the  reclamations  of  Meade,  as  well  as  those  made 
by  him  as  agent  for  Captain  John  Dickson  and  other  American  mer- 
chants, with  their  respective  memorials  or  expositions,  and  having 
made  out  the  liquidation,  as  encharged  to  us  with  respect  to  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  due,  we  reported  to  his  Majesty  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  that  Meade  ought  to  have  credit  on  said 
accounts  for  several  sums,  which  we  here  insert,  and  are  as  follows : 
For  net  interest  due  on  a  bill  of  exchange 

belonging  to  the  contract  of  provisions 

made  on  the  27th  Febrnary,  1812,  and 

not  paid  in  Vera  Cruz  as  agreed  on ; 

these  reduced  to  6  per  cent,  during  the 

delay  of  payment  UDtil  the  date  of  this  Reals.    Mrs. 

liquidation  amount  to 362,301  21 

For  the  net  amount  of  provisions  delivered 

in  virtue  of  a  contract  made  with  the 

government  under  the  guarantee  of  Don 

Vincent  Bertran  de  Lis,  who  obliged 

himself  to  pay  the  amount,  together  with 
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interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  for  all  which  execution  was  is- 
sued in  proceedings  or  suit  carried  on       Beals.    Mrs. 
before  the  tribunal  of  commerce  of  Cadiz     841,508  10    213,439  20 

For  balance  of  the  accounts  for  tobacco  de- 
livered to  the  fabric  of  Seville  in  the 
years  1807  and  1808,  with  the  legal  in- 
terests at  6  per  cent 175,240  00    118,282  27 

For  the  amount  of  a  loan  of  reals,  80,000, 
made  in  specie  to  the  government  on  the 
2d  March,  1811,  with  the  legal  interest 
liquidated 80,000  00      39,200  00 

For  amount  of  flour  delivered  at  Ceuta, 

with  interest  at  6  per  cent 21,067  20      15,067  08 

For  the  sums  which  were  not  paid  by  the 
junta  of  Cadiz  in  the  year  1810,  relative 
to  the  items  for  loss  of  some  barley,  re- 
faccion  or  injury  of  some  rice,  health-of- 
fice charges  for  discharging  sundry  ves- 
sels in  quarantine  ;  on  this  sum  no  in- 
terest is  due  or  credited,  on  account  of 
the  same>  not  being  a  liquid  one^  or  the 
amount  ascertained  till  now 133,022  02 

For  the  amount  of  a  loan  of  reals,  10,000, 
made  to  the  coronel  of  the  provincial 
regiment  of  Cordova  for  the  equipping 
of  said  corps,  and  the  intercNt  reduced 
to  the  exact  time  of  the  liquidation 10,000  00         6,976  II 

For  the  amount  of  3,417  quintals  of  to- 
bacco delivered  by  John  Dickson  as  per 
contract,  and  to  which  sum  no  interest 
is  added,  as  we  have  considered  it  as  a 
judicial  deposit 1,603,590  00 

For  the  amount  of  flour  which  several 
Americans  consigned  to  Jas.  Wardrop, 
with  the  corresponding  interest  thereon 
according  to  the  rule  establiBhed 630,000  00    211,887  04 

3,394,427  32    967,144  13 

And  with  respect  to  the  damages  and  injuries  claimed  separately  by 
Don  Bicardo  Meade,  some  observations  occurred  which  were  made 
known  to  his  Majesty  in  the  consultation  before  mentioned,  in  order 
that  he  might  deliberate  on  the  amount  in  the  manner  proposed  to  be 
adopted  relative  thereto.  Upon  a  full  view  of  the  whole  matter  his 
Majesty  finally  deigned  to  approve  of  the  liquidation  made  by  the 
commission,  and  on  the  only  point  pending  or  unsettled  to  resolve 
conformably  to  what  is  contained  in  the  royal  order,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy : 

''  The  King  having  informed  himself  anew  of  the  expedtefUCj  or 
documents  of  B.  W.  Meade,  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 
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and  having  before  him  the  opinion  of  the  accomptant  general's  office 
respecting  his  last  reclamations,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  ap- 
prove of  the  liquidation  made  of  the  credits  of  Meade  against  the  na- 
tional finances^  as  executed  or  made  out  by  the  royal  commission 
named  for  that  specific  purpose:  commanding  that  the  said  commission 
do  extend  the  corresponding  document,  which  it  shall  transmit  to  this 
ministry  for  the  sanction  of  his  Majesty,  and  such  other  purposes  as 
are  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  national  interests  or  concerns  ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  five  items  relative  to  damages  and  injuries, 
that  the  commission  should  see  to  reduce  them  as  much  as  possible  in 
favor  of  the  national  finances  by  compromising  this  point  with  Meade, 
and  that  the  document  of  credit  which  the  commission  shall  issue  shall 
be  worded  in  general  terms  and  without  containing  any  expression  as 
to  any  particular  mode  of  payment."  By  royal  order  I  communicate 
the  same  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  commission  and  its  compli- 
ance therewith.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Palace,  9th  May, 
1820.     (Signed)  Joseph  Canga  Argiielles.    To  Don  Bruno  Vallarino. 

And  finally,  in  virtue  of  said  royal  resolution^  having  written  the 
letters  which  prudence  dictated,  and  having  held  conferences  with 
Mr.  MeadC;  the  person  interested,  we  have  settled  the  business  by  com- 
promising and  agreeing  that  the  eight  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
reals  claimed  by  his  documents  should  be  reduced  to  five  millions  five 
hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  five  hundred  reals,  by  which  these 
results  from  the  whole  operation  and  liquidation  due  to  the  aforesaid 
Don  Ricardo  Meade,  on  his  own  account,  and  as  agent  for  the  others 
concerned,  of  which  mention  has  been  made,  the  sum  of  nine  millions 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  ai.d  seventy-two  reals  and 
eleven  maravedis  of  vellon,  which  he  ought  to  receive  from  the  na- 
tional finances  for  all  his  claims  of  principal  and  the  interests  to  the 
date  of  this  liquidation,  and  forthe  damages  and  injuries  sustained,  in 
the  following  form  : 

Seven  million  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  reals  seven  mararedis  belonging  to  Meade  on  his 
private  account ;  one  million  five  hundred  and  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  ninety  reals  as  agent  for  John  Dickson  ;  and  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  reals, 
four  maravedis  in  the  same  manner  as  corresponding  to  the  Americans 
who  had  consigned  their  property  to  James  Wardrop,  as  more  fully 
and  more  circumstantially  appears,  and  is  detailed  in  the  expediente^ 
or  documents  to  which  we  refer,  and  in  compliance  with  the  afore- 
mentioned royal  order,  we  have  given  the  present  certificate,  at  Madrid, 
the  17th  of  Miy,  1820.  Signed,  Bruno  Vallarino,  Jose  P&isquez  Bal- 
lesteros,  El  Marquis  de  las  Hormazas,  Juan  Florin. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  this  liquidation. 

[Here  is  the  Royal  Seal.]  JOSE  CANGA  ARGUELLEZ. 

Falace,  I9th  May,  1820. 

I,  the  undersigned,  public  scrivener  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  royal 
college  of  this  very  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid,  certify :  That 
Messrs.  Bruno  Vallarino,  Jos^  Vasquez  Ballesteros,  the  Marquis  of 
Hormazas,  and  Juan  Florin,  and  his  Excellency  Joseph  Canga  Ar- 
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gnellez,  by  whom  the  preceding  certificate  is  signed^  are :  the  first, 
minister  in  cassation  of  the  extinguished  supreme  council  of  Indias  ; 
the  second  in  same  manner  fiscal  of  the  extinguished  council  of  finance ; 
the  third  actual  president  of  the  comptroller's  and  accountant  gen- 
eral's department  of  the  nation  ;  the  fourth  secretary  of  the  King, 
and  exercising  the  privilege  of  extending  decrees,  and  oficial  belong-  ; 

ing  to  the  o£Sce  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  finance  ;  and  the  fifth 
is  actual  secretary  of  state  and  finance  ;*and  that  the  other  four  are  j 

what  they  style  themselves,  and  also  that  the  signatures  which  are  | 

contained  in  said  certificate  are  the  real  signatures  of  said  individuals, 
and  of  their  own  handwriting,  and  as  such  due  faith  and  credit  is  due 
and  given  to  them  ;  and  in  order  that  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  actually  resident  in  this  court,  may 
prove  the  same  when  and  where  he  please,  I  have,  at  his  request, 
given  this  testimony,  which  I  signed  and  added  my  mark  thereto,  in 
Madrid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1820. 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ. 
[Here  follows  his  notarial  mark.] 

[Legalized.] 

The  undersigned,  public  notaries  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  royal 
college  of  this  very  heroic  city  and  court  of  Madrid,  certify  :  That  Don 
Antonio  Dominguez,  by  whom  the  foregoing  testimony  is  signed  and 
authorized  with  his  mark,  is  also  a  notary  to  his  Majesty  and  of  this 
college,  as  he  titles  himself,  and  in  whatever  he  performs  as  such  due 
faith  and  credit  is  given  to  his  acts,  both  in  and  out  of  court ;  and  in 
testimony  thereof,  and  that  the  same  may  be  proved  wherever  re- 
quired, we  have  given  the  present,  which  we  sign  and  add  our  mark, 
at  Madrid,  the  23d  of  May,  1820. 

JUAN  DE  MATA  YLLANA. 

[Follows  his  mark.] 
JOSE  VARILA. 

[Follows  his  mark.] 
MATIAS  DEL  ALCOBAL. 

[Follows  his  mark.] 

I,  Thomas  Gough,  translator  and  interpreter  to  the  American  lega- 
tipn  at  this  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of 
Juan  de  Mata  Yllana,  Jose  Yarila,  and  Matias  del  Alcobal,  are  the 
respective  signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  f>f  the 
royal  college  and  notaries  public  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  to  them  as  such.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Madrid,  the 
24th  day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  GOUGH. 

Al.  Exmo.  Sor.  Secretario  de  estado  y  del  Despacho  de  hacienda 
digo  con  esta  fecha  lo  siguiente. 

"Exmo.  Sefior:  En  cumplimiento  de  la  Real  orden  que  me 
comunico  V.  E.  con  fecha  de  T.  de  Mayo  del  coriente  para  que  la 
comision  nombrada  pa.  la  liquidacion  de  los  creditos  de  D.  Bicardo 
Meade  extendiere  el  documento  dela  que  navia  formado,  y  coq  la 
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qnal  se.  Iiavia  conformado  S.  M.,  transigioDdo  con  el  mismo  sobre  en 
reelamacion  de  dafios  y  perjuicios  ha  practicado  la  oomision  antes  de 
contender  aqnel  quanto  ha  estado  de  sa  parte  para  arreglar  dichos 
dafios  J  perjuicios  el  modo  mas  benefico  a  la  hacienda  nacional  j 
despues  de  los  oficios,  que  originales  acompano  &  V.  E.  y  repetidas 
conferencias  tenidas  con  Meade,  ha  fixado  su  reelamacion  en  los 
terminos  que  espresa  el  Documento,  sin  que  nos  haya  sido  posible  con 
Re^uir  otra  mayor  baja  ;  a  su  consecuencia  se  ha  exteudido  el  docu- 
men  to  en  los  terminos  que  hemes  creido  llema  las  ideas  de  8.  M. 
faltos  de  practicado  de  guia  para  ello  y  es  el  que  adjunto  dirijunos  k 
y.  E.  Tambien  le  incluimos  los  documentos  originales  de  los  crediios 
reclamados  per  Meade  para  su  direccion  adonde  corresponda  y  m 
respectiva  cancelacion ;  esperando  de  la  bondad  de  Y.  E.  se  sirva 
preTeuirnos  lo  con  ducente  si  dicho  documento  6  lo  practicado  deviese 
ser  en  distintos  derminos  para  arreglarnos  en  todo  a  los  deseos  de 
S.  M. 

Lo  que  traslado  &  Y.  en  con  testacion  a  su  oficio  de  11  del  cor« 
riente  y  por  el  se  instruira  del  recivo  de  los  documentos  originales 
que  me  remidio  de  sus  creditos,  y  que  ellos  fueion  distogidos  al 
miuisterio  como  correspondia. 

Dios  gue.  a  Y.  m,  a.  Madrid  17  de  Mayo  de  1820. 

BRUNO  YALLARINO. 

Sor.  Dn.  Bicabdo  Me^db. 

Palace,  April  20,  iai8. 

In  consequence  of  our  lord  the  King  having  made  himself  ao- 
quainted  with  the  consulta  which  the  supreme  tribunal  in  its  hall 
and  justice,  in  union  with  the  associate  judges,  remitted  to  him  on 
the  4th  of  October  last  year,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
thoroughly  examine,  with  the  greatest  care,  the  whole  proceedings 
relative  to  the  suit  between  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  Mr.  John  Macdermot,  a  subject  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  respecting  the  restitution  of  1 1,050,327 1  J-  reales  of 
vellon,  which,  in  quality  and  deposit,  were  delivered  by  the  former, 
and  notwithstanding  that,  with  anticipation  and  securtty,  it  results 
from  the  proceedings  that  the  said  deposit  was  in  effective  specie, 
since  it  had  been  so  acknowledged  by  the  royal  hacienda  or  depart- 
ment of  finance,  that  consequently  this  matter  being  solemnly  proved, 
Meade  could  not  be  called  a  bankrupt,  nor  could  he  be  subject  to  the 
imprisonment  which  he  is  suffering  ;  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
declaring  the  deposit  null  whilst  its  validity  was  acknowledged  by 
several  royal  orders,  by  declarations  from  the  treasurers  of  the  royal 
£nance  department,  transmitted  to  the  supreme  council  by  this  first 
department  or  secretary  of  state's  office,  by  that  of  the  minister  of 
finance,  and  likewise  by  information  taken  directly  by  this  supreme 
tribunal  of  justice  itself,  notwithstanding  all  which  his  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  hear  anew  what  the  minister  of  finance  had  to  say  on 
this  point,  being  one  directly  connected  with  the  credit  of  his  royal 
treasury,  and  by  the  report  or  statement  made  by  said  minister,  his 
Majesty  has  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  royal  hacienda  or 
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finance  department  could  not^  nor  can  it,  do  less  than  confess  tbat 
the  aforesaid  deposit  is  real  and  effective,  and  in  specie,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge itself  bound  for  its  reimbursement  in  the  same  specie  of 
money ;  his  Majesty  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  declare  so  anew, 
and  to  resolve  that  the  necessary  orders  should  be  given  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch  for  its  delivery  to  the  consulado  for  the  object  of  the 
suit  pending  between  said  parties.  His  Majesty  has  moreover  seen, 
with  the  deepest  regret,  that  the  disagreeable  consequences  which 
were  to  be  expected  from  the  long  imprisonment  of  Meade  has  been 
realized,  this  event  crossing  and  augmenting  not  a  little  the  diffi- 
culties and  serious  compromise  of  the  important  relations  of  his 
Majesty  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  one  of  the  most 
critical  moments,  giving  room  to  the  strong  remonstrances  of  that 
government  in  support  of  their  minister  in  Madrid,  whose  reclama- 
tions on  the  subject  had  not  been  attended  to,  and  existing  through 
the  medium  of  the  press,  an  impression  not  a  little  unfavorable  aad 
alarming  in  that  country,  very  inconvenient  to  the  interests  of  his 
Majesty  ;  and  finally  his  Majesty  has  recently  received  information  of 
the  determination  of  Congress,  promoted  with  the  greatest  warmth, 
to  expose  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  to  the  rigor  of  the  most  severe 
reprisals. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  circumstances,  and  no  such  motives 
existing  as  those  stated  in  the  royal  order  of  April  26,  1816,  and  on 
which  the  supreme  hall  of  justice  founded  the  imprisonment  of  Meade, 
his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  he  should  be  immediately  put  at 
liberty  ;  and  considering  the  deposit  as  real,  valid,  and  legal,  and  as 
the  charge  of  the  royal  hacienda  or  finance  department,  that  the 
cause  in  every  other  respect  should  be  continued  through  the  usual 
course  of  justice.  What  I  communicate  to  you  by  royal  order  for  the 
information  of  the  council  and  its  immediate  and  exact  compliance 
therewith. 

God  preserve  you  many  y^rs. 

JOSEPH  PIZARRO, 

To  thte  Secrbtart 

Of  the  Supreme  Council  of  War. 


Con  movibo  de  enterarse  et  Rey  Nuestro  Sefior  de  la  Consulta  que 
ese  supremo  tribunal  en  sala  de  justicia  con  avisados  ha  hecho  a  su 
majestad  en  cuatro  de  Octubre  del  afio  proximo  pasado,  habuelto  a 
reconoser  y  examinar  su  magestad  con  la  mayor  detencion  todo  el 
espediente  vespestibo  al  pleito  que  sigue  Dn.  Ricardo  Meade  ciudadano 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  con  Don  Juan  Macdermont  subdito 
de  S.  M.  B.  sobre  la  debolucion  de  un  millon  cincuenta  mil  trescientos 
veinte  -y  siete  de  y  veinte  mrv*".  que  encalidad  de  deponto  fueron 
enotegados  al  primero ;  y  a  pesar  de  resultar  ya  de  el  con  anticipa- 
cion  y  seguridad  que  dicho  deponto  era  efectibo  en  metalico,  pues  asi 
lo  trabia  reconocido  la  R^  hacienda,  que  por  consiguiente,  por  este 
estremo  solemnemente  probado  no  podia  uamarse  fallido  Meade,  ni  es- 
tar  sugeto  ala  prision  que  esta  sufriendo ;  que  no  podia  caler  una 
declaracion  de  milidad  del  deponto  cuando  estaba  reconocida  en  validez 
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por  reales  dndesses,  por  declaraciones  de  los  tesoreros  de  W.  hacienda 
remitidar  a  ese  conceso  por  esta  primera  secretaria  de  Estado,  por  la 
del  despacho  de  hacienda,  j  tamhien  directanaente  por  reclamacionee 
de  ese  supremo  tribunal  en  sala  de  justicia ;  todabia  haguerido  su 
magestad  sir  de  nuebo  al  ministerio  de  hacienda  en  esse  punto  que 
dise  relacion  directa  con  el  credito  del  real  erario :   y  por  lo  espuesto 
por  el,  ha  buelto  su  magestad  a  confirmarse  en  el  concepto  de  que  la 
real  hacienda  no  ha  podido  ni  puede  menot  de  confesar  que  el  citado 
deponto  es  real,  y  efectibo,  en  dinero  metalico,  j  de  reconocerse  obli- 
gada  a  su  debolucion  en  eata  miima  espene  :  asise  ha  dignado  su  ma- 
gestad declararlo  de  nuebo,  7  resolben  que  seprovea  a  la  mayor  brebedas 
a  su  entrega  al  Consulad  para  los  eiectos  del  juicio  que  ser  que  entre 
las   referidar  partes.     Ademas  ha  visto  su  magestad  con  el  mayor 
sentimiento  realizarse  los  des  agradabler  resultados  que  se  preveian 
del  largo  a  resto  de  Meade,  cruzando  y  aumentando  no  poco  este  mis- 
dente  las  dificultades  y  graver  compromiser  de  las  relaciones  impor- 
tantes  de  su  magestad  con  el  govierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  los 
mementos  mas  criticos,  motibando  las  fuentes  reclamaciones  de  aquel 
govierno  enapoyo  de  las  des  atendidas  de  su  ministro  en  Madrid,  y 
excitando  una  impresion  poco  faborable  y  alarmante  en  aguel  publico 
por  medio  de  los  periodicos,  nada  combeniente  a  los  intereses  de  S.  M. ; 
y  por  fin  resibiendo  su  magestad  resientemente  la  noticia  de  la  de- 
terminacion  del   Congreso  promovida  con-  el   mayor  acaloramiento 
para  esponer  a  los  subditos  de  su  magestad  al  vigor  de  una  severa 
represalia.     En  vista  pues  de  todo,  y  faltando  los  motibos  en  que  se 
apoyaba  la  real  orden  de  veinte  y  cinco  de  Abril  de  mil  ochocientos 
dies  y  seis,  y  en  que  ha  fundado  ese  conbeso  en  sala  de  justicia  la  pri- 
sion  de  Meade,   ha  resulto  su  magestad,   que  inmediatamente  sele 
ponga  en  libertad  ;  y  que  considerando  el  deponto  como  re^al,  valido, 
y  legal,  a  cargo  de  la  real  hacieiida,  continue  en  lo  demas  la  causa  por 
los  transites  de  justicia,  y  conforme  a  derecho.     Lo  que  de  real  orden 
commisio  a  V.  S.  para  noticia  del  conseso  y  su  pronto  y  exacto  cum- 
plimiento.   Dios  ^uarde  a  V.  S.  muchos  anos.  Palacio,  veinte  de  Abril 
de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  ocho. 

JOSE  PIZAERO, 
Scflor  secretario  del  supremo  conseso  de  la  guerra. 

Senores  de  Justicia: 
Babeah^ 
Pasola, 
Navarro, 
XJqarte, 
Oteredia. 

Madrid  veinte  y  dos  de  Abril  de  mil  ochocientos  diez  y  ocho.  Guar- 
dese  y  cumplase  to  resulto  por  su  magestad  que  consta  de  la  real 
orden  antecedente  ;  y  hagase  saber  a  las  partes.     Esta  rubricado. 

Concuerdan  a  la  letra  la  real  orden  y  decreto  antecedente  con  su« 
origiaales,  que  eneste  dia  y  ami  presencia  los  ha  notificadoDon  Diego 
Mangiron,  oficial  mayor  del  supremo  conseso  de  la  guerra  a  Don 
Tomas  Carado  procurador  de  Don  Ricardo  Meade.  De  para  que  conste 
donde  combenga  y  de  reguerimiento  del  mismo  procurador  dos  el  pre- 
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sente  70  el  iofrascripto  Emo  de  S.  M.  publico  est  sns  Beynos  7 
Sefiorios  y  del  colegio  de  esta  corte  en  la  villa  de  Madrid  a  veiate  y 
cuatro  de  Abril  de  mil  ocfaocientos  diez  7  ocho. 

RAIMUNDO  DE  GALVEZ,  [rubric] 

Cavailero, 
Lbgaliz^b'k. 

Los  Esfios.  del  Bey  Nuestra  Sefior  7  delos  del  Y.  HI.  Oolegio  de  esta 
onte  que  aqui  signamos  7  firmamoe  damos  U  que  Don  Baymundo  de 
Oalvez,  cavailero,  por  quien  esta  autorisado  el  testimonio  anterior  es 
tal  esno.  come  se  titula  y  nombra  ;  y  a  todos  sus  escritos  siempre  y  en 
ambos  juicios  se  les  ha  dado  y  d&  entera  fe  y  credito.  T  para  que 
conste  damos  la  presente  sellada  con  el  de  nuestro  colegio  en  esta  villa 
de  Madrid  el  dia  mes  y  ano  ut  supra. 

EMANUEL  MABTIN,  (Bubric.) 

SEEBANO,  (Rubric.) 

ALFONSO  DE  YEVENES,  (Bubric.) 
MANUEL  TOLELO,  (Bubrio.) 


D.  Bruno  VallarinoMinistro  cesante  del  extinquido  supremo  consejo 
de  Indias,  D.  Jose  Yazguez  Ballesteros,  fiscal  en  iguales  terminos  del 
supremo  consejo  de  Hacienda,  el  Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  Presidente 
de  la  contaduria  mayor  de  la  Nacion,  y  D.  Juan  Florin,  secretario  del 
Bey,  con  exercicio  de  Decretos  y  oficial  de  la  secretario  de  Estado  y  del 
Desptkcbo  de  Hacienda. 

Oertificamos :  Que  por  el  ministerio  de  Estado  y  del  Despacho  de 
Hacienda  se  nos  participo  a  todos  y  cada  uno  la  Beal  order  que  sigue  : 
'^  Con  esta  fecha  comunico  al  seiior  secretario  de  Estado  y  el  Despacho 
la  Beal  orden  siguiente — He  dado  cuenta  al  Bey  nuestro  sefior  del 
oficio  de  Y.  E.  de  26.  de  Enero  ultimo,  al  que  acompaiiaba  una  repre* 
sentJBicion  hecha  por  Dn.  Bicardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  de  America,  apoyada  y  remitida  al  ministerio  del  cargo  de  Y. 
E.,  por  el  Ministro  de  la  Estados  Ynidos  cerca  de  S.  M.;  en  la  que  el 
expresado  Meade  d  peia  se  nombrasen  dos  6  tres  sugetos  de  la  Beal 
confranza,  que  como  comisionados  especiales  con  amplias  facultades  y 
reuniendo  los  antecedentes  que  obran  en  este  Ministerio,  en  la  Tesoreria 
General,  consejo  de  Hacienda,  e  Yntendencia  de  Cadiz,  procedan  & 
formar  una  Liquidacion  del  saldo  que  resalte  a  su  favor,  por  todos  sus 
creditos  y  tambien  por  la  recompensa  que  le  ds  debida  &  causa  de  sus 

f^erdidas  y  sufrimientos  personales ;  oyendole  acerca  del  particular  y 
as  proposiciones  que  hiciere,  y  consultando  a  8.  M.  sobre  todo :  Asi 
mismo  se  h4  enterado  de  lo  que  con  este  motive  informo  el  Sefior  Duque 
Presidente  del  consejo  de  Hacienda  i  quien  se  paso  para  el  efecto,  y 
de  loque  Y.  E.  se  sirvio  manifestarme  en  contextacion  de  l"".  de  Abril 
proximo  pasado  ;  y  con  presencia  de  todos  los  antecedentes  conforman- 
dose  con  el  dictamen  dado  por  el  Senor  Duque  Presidente  del  consejo 
de  Hacienda,  se  h&  dignado  S.  M.  aceder  a  la  solicitud  de  Dn.  Bicardo 
Meade,  nombrando  para  la  comision  que  con  vista  de  antecedentes  h& 
de  entender  en  la  relacionada  liquidacion  de  los  creditas  y  reclama- 
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ciones  deaquel,  6,  D.  Bruno  Yallarino  Ministrodel  consejo  de  Yndias, 
&.  D.  Jo8e  Vazquez  Ballesteros,  Fiscal  del  de  Hacienda,  el  Marques  de 
las  Hormazas,  Ministro  Decano,  del  Tribunal  de  contaduria  mayor,  7 
&  D.  Juan  Florin,  oficial  de  la  secretaria  de  Estado  y  del  Despaoho  de 
Hacienda-^T  siendo  Y.  T.  uno  de  los  Ministros  nombrados  para  la 
expresado  coraision,  se  lo  comunico  de  Real  orden  para  su  inteligencia 
J  camplimiento — Dios  gue.  a  V.  S.  m'.  a'.  Palacio  7  de  Mayo  de 
1819. — JosS  Tmaz — Senor  D.  Bruno  Vallarino." 

Que  en  su  virtud  y  cumplimiento,  reunidos  los  antecedentas,  ristas 
J  examinadas  las  reclamaciones  de  Meade,  y  las  que  hizo  en  represen- 
tacion  de  D.  Juan  Diksson  y  otros  Americanos,  con  su  respectiva  ex- 
posicion  y  becha  la  Liquidacion  encargada  en  lo  relative  &  principal  6 
intereses  devidos,  se  consulto  k  S.  M.  en  30.  de  Septiembre  del  mismo 
ano,  que  devian  abonarse  al  dicho  Meade  por  unos  y  otros  respectos 
las  Partidas  que  se  insertan. 

Principal.  Intereses. 

Por  los  liquidos  intereses,  de  las  libran- 

zas  procedentes  delacontrata  de  vive- 

res  celebrada  en  27  de  Febrero  de  1812, 

y  no  pagadas  en  Vera  Cruz  segun  lo 

convenido  reducidos  &quellos  al  6  por 

ciento  durante  la  demora   hasta  la 

Liquidacion.    Bn 362,301  21 

Por  el  importe  liquidado  de  los  viveres 

entregados  en    virtud  de   otra  con- 

trata  celebrada  con  el  Govierno  bajo 

la  garantia  de  Dn.  Yicente  Bertram 

de  Lis,  quien  se  oblijo  &  su  pago  bajo 

premio  del  so.  por  ciento  de  demora 

executoriado  en  autos  seguidos  en  el 

Tribunal  de  comercio  de  Cadiz.  Rn.  841,508  10  213,419  29 
Por  resto  de  cuentos  de  tabacos  entre- 
gados en  la  Fabriea  de  Sevilla  la  alios 

1807  y  1808,  con  los  intereses  legales 

de  6  por  ciento.     Rn ..., 175,240  00     118,282  17 

Por  el  presfamo  de  ochenta  mil  rs.  hecho 

al  govierno  en  Cadiz  en  2  de  Marzo  del 

aflo  de  1811  con  los  mismos  intereses 

de  6 por  ciento,  liquidados  con  respecto 

isutiempo.    Rn 80,000  00      39,200  00 

Por  el  importe  de  las  arinas  entrega- 

das  en  la  Plaza  de  Ceuta  con  iguales 

Sremios  de  6  por  ciento  de  la  demora. 
;n 21,067  20      15,067  03 

Por  los  abonos  que  no  se  hicieron  en  la 
Junta  de  Cadiz  el  anode 810 respecti- 
vos  a  las  Partidas  de  cevada  perdida 
refaccion  6  mexmas  del  arroz,  y  gastos 
de  sanidad,  abijo  y  descarga  sin  abooo 
alguno  de  intereses  por  no  haverse  li- 
quidado 6  degurado  hasta  ahora.  Rn.  133  022  20 
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For  el  prestamo  de  diez  mil  reales  dado 
el  coronel  del  regimiento  Provin- 
cial de  Cordova  para  equipo  de  aquel 
cuerpo  7  la  intereses  reducidos  al  pre- 
ciso  tienjos  que  consta  de  la  liquida- 
cion.    Rn , 10,000  00        ^76  11 

For  el  precio  de  tres  mil  qaatrocientos 
diez  y  sieto  quintales  j  veinte  j  cinco 
libras  de  tabaco  que  se  entregaron  por 
D.  Juan  DiksoQ  segua  contrata  y  4 
cuya  partida  no  se  abono  premio  por 
hallarse  en  deposito  jiidicial.     Bn....      1,503,590  00 

For  el  importe  de  las  arinas  que  varios 
Americanos  couHignaron  &  D.  Diego 
Waldrop  con  los  correspondienta  in- 
tereses vajo  la  misma  regla.     Bn 630,000  00    211,887  04 

Cuyas  Partidas  hacen  el  total.  Bn.      3,394,427  32    367,144  13 


Y  en  quanto  a  los  dafios  y  perjuicios  reclamados  con  distincion  per 
Meade  se  hicieron  algunas  reflexiones,  elevardn  a  S.  M.  en  dicha  cod- 
Bulta  para  que  se  serviese  deliberar  en  orden  a  la  quantia  y  propuesta 
que  se  indicaba,  sobre  todo  lo  qual  se  di^no  ultimamente  aprobar  la 
liquidacion  y  resolver  en  la  extremo  pendiente  lo  que  contiene  la  Real 
orden  que  se  copia  ''  Habiendose  enterado  nuevamente  el  Bey  del  Ex- 
pediente  de  D*".  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America,  y  con  presencia  del  dictamen  de  la  contaduria  mayor  do 
cuenta  sobre  sus  ultimas  reclamaciones  se  ha  servido  S.  M.  agrobar 
la  Liquidacion  de  los  creditos  de  Meade  contra  la  Hacienda  Nacional, 
executado  por  la  comision  real  nombrado  al  efecto,  mandando  que  esta 
entienda  el  documento  correspondiente,  que  pasara  a  este  Ministerio 
para  la  sancion  de  S.  M.  y  demas  efectos  que  correspondan,  en  segu- 
ridad  de  los  intereses  nacionales  ;  que  en  quanto  a  las  cinco  Partidas 
relativas  a  danos  y  perjuicios,  rea  la  comision  de  reducirlas  todo  lo  posi- 
ble  en  beneficio  de  la  Hacienda  nacional,  transigiendo  en  esta  parte 
con  Meade,  y  que  el  documento  que  expida  esa  comision  sea  en  terminos 
generales,  y  sin  hacer  expresion  alguna  sobre  el  modo  del  pago.  De 
Keal  orden  lo  comunico  a  V.  S.  para  inteligencia  de  esa  comision  y  su 
cumplimiendo.  Dios  gue  a  V.  S.  m'.aV  Palacio,  9  de  Mayo  de  1820. 
Jose  Canga  Arguelles  Sor.  D.  Bruno  Vallarino." 

Y  finalmente  que  a  merito  de  esta  Beal  resolucion  y  puestos  los 
oficios  que  dicta  la  prudencia  conferenciando  con  el  interesado  Meade, 
liemos  transiguido  y  convenido  en  que  los  ocho  milloiies  quinientos  mil 
r*.  de  dafios  y  perjuicios  reclamados  en  sus  papeles,  queden  reducidos  & 
cinco  millonesquatrocientossesentay  un  mil  quinicQios  r'.  con  lo^quales 
resulta  que  a  una  suma  corresponden  al  nominado  D"".  Bicardo  Meade 
por  si  y  en  representacion  de  los  otros  inieresados  de  que  ni  hecha  men- 
cion,  la  cantidad  de  nueve  millones  ochocientos  veinte  y  tres  mil  seti^nte 
y  dos  r*.  con  onze  mrs.  de  v~.  la  quales  deve  pescibir  de  la  Hacienda  Na- 
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clonal  poT  todos  sns  derechos  de  principal  6  intereses  hasta  la  Liquida* 
cion,  7  por  los  referidos  dafios  y  perjaicios  en  esta  forma  :  siete  mil- 
lones  quatro  cientos  setenta  y  siete  mil  quinientos  noventa  y  ciuco  r'. 
y  siete  mrs.  oomo  pertenecientes  &  Meade  :  nn  millon  quinientos  tres 
mil  qainientos  noventa  r*.  que  corresponden  &  D.  Juan  Diksson  ;  y 
ochocientos  quarenta  y  un  mil  ochocientos  ochenta  y  siete  r*.  y  quatro 
mrs.  que  en  igual  forma  corresponden  a  los  Americanos  consignados 

6  D.  Diego  Waldrop :  segun  todo  con  mas  extension  y  circumstan- 
ciadamente  contra  del  Expediente  y  antecedentes  &  que  nos  referimos, 

7  para  complemento  de  la  repetida  ultima  Real  orden  damos  la  pre- 
sente  en  Madrid  a  17  de  Mayo  de  1820. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 
JOSE  VAZQUEZ  BALLESTEROS. 
EL  MARQS.  DELAS  HORMARAS. 
JUAN  FLORIN. 

El  Rey  se  ha  serrido  aprovar  esta  liquidacion.    Palacio,  12  de  Mayo 
de  1820. 

[SEAL.]  ,      JOSE  CANGA  ARQUELLES.  [Rubric] 


Publico  y  el  colegio  se  esta  M.  H.  villa  y  corte  de  Madrid  doy  fee, 
que  los  Sres.  Don  Bruno  Yallarino,  Don  Jose  Basques  Vallesteros,  el 
Marques  de  las  Hormaras,  Don  Juan  Florin,  y  el  exmo.  Sor.  Don  Jose 
Canga  Arglielles  por  quienes  estan  firmada  la  anterior  certificas''. 
son  el  prim°.  ministro  cesante  del  estinguido  supremo  cons'",  de  Indias, 
el  segundo  en  iguales  terminos,  fiscal  del  de  hacienda ;  el  tercero 
actual  presidente  se  la  contaduria  mayor  de  la  nacion,  el  cuarto  sec^. 
del  Rey  con  ejeracicio  de  decretos  y  oficial  de  la  secretaria  de  estado  y  del 
desp°.  de  hacienda  y  el  questo  es  actual  sec^.  de  estado  y  del  desp*^.  de 
hacienda  como  se  titular  los  cuatro  primero  y  deno  pufio  y  letra  las 
dhas  firmas  q\  conviene  la  misma  cert*".  6,  los  cuales  se  del  entero 
credito :  Y  pa.  q^  conste  donde  convenga  instancia  se  Don  Ricard 
Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  al  pres^  resid^  en  esta  corte 
doy  este  testimonio  q^  signo  y  firmo  en  buad"^.  6,  veinte  y  tres  se  cuay 
mU  ochocientos  veinte. 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ.  [Rubric] 

Legaliz". :  Los  Ynfrascritas  En"^"  se  S.  M.  P.  P.  los  y  el  colegio  el 
esta  M.  H.  Va.  y  corte  de  Madrid,  damos  fee :  Que  Don  Antonio  Do- 
minguez  por  q*".  esta  autorisado  y  signado  el  testim®.  de  la  buelta  es 
ignal  en^.  de  S.  M.  y  de  este  colegio  como  se  trosela^  &  todo  cuanto 
actua  sele  da  fee  y  credito  enjuicio  y  fuera  de  el :  Y  p\  q^  conste 
donde  convenga  damos  la  pres'^  q\  signamos  y  firmamos  en  Madrid 
Sl  veinte  y  tres  de  cuayo  de  mil  se  ochocientos  veinte. 

JUAN  DE  MATA  YLLANA.      [Rubric 
J0S6  YARELA.  [Rubric 

DON  MATIAS  DEL  ACEBAL.  [Rubric 

Rep.  0.  C.  226 ^37 
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^  ly  Thomas  Gongli,  translator  and  interpreter  to  the  American  lega- 
tion at  this  conrt,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of 
Juan  de  Mata  Yllana,  Jose  Yarela,  and  Mathias  del  Aoebal,  are  the 
respective  signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  of  the 
royal  college  and  notaries  public  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  to  them  as  such.  Given  under  my  hand^  at  Madrid,  the 
24th  day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  aOUGH. 


Copy  of  an  official  letter  addressed  by  his  Excellency  Don  Jose  Canga 
ArgueHeSy  minister  of  finance  al  Ifadridy  to  Bichard  W.  MeadCy  cUi- 
zen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  statement  in  due  form  of  your  claims  against  this  government, 
and  the  damages  you  have  sustained  in  consequence  thereof,  was 
transmitted  to  this  department  of  finance  by  the  minister  of  state,  ac- 
companied by  a  royal  order  dated  2&th  January ^  of  last  year  ;  which 
statement  had  been  received  fromy  CMd  supported  by  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  resident  at  this  court. 

His  Majesty  named  a  special  junta  of  counsellors  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  liquidation  of  all  the  credits  which  you  might  present,  or  be 
able  to  substantiate,  and  of  the  claims  which  you  should  make.  The 
junta  gave  in  their  award  and  consulted  his  Majesty  on  the  subject, 
who  having  been  pleased  to  approve  thereof  and  adopt  the  same,  the 
said  junta  has  extended  in  legal  form  a  certificate  of  the  entire  credit 
due  to  you  by  the  nation  ;  the  sum  of  which  amounts  to  RV"  9,823,- 
072.11  M",  or  $491,163  62,  in  the  terms,  and  for  the  reasons  therein 
specified  ;  which  document,  with  his  Majesty's  approbation  thereunto 
annexed,  and  certified  by  me,  1  herewith  transmit  to  you,  by  his  royal 
order  for  your  security,  and  for  whatever  other  purpose  or  object  con- 
ducive to  your  interest. 

God  preserve  your  life  many  years.  Given  at  the  royal  palace  in 
Madrid,  the  21st  of  May,  1820. 

CANGA  ARGUELLES. 

Sor.  Don  Bicardo  Meadb. 


Con  real  orden  de  26  de  Enero  del  afio  proximo  pasado  se  remitieron 
a  este  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  por  el  Sor.  Secretario  del  Despacho  de 
Estado  las  reclamaciones  formalizadas  por  Ym.  acerca  de  sus  creditos 
contra  la  Hacienda  Nacional  y  perjuicios  sufridos  &  su  consequencia, 
las  quales  fueron  pasadas  y  apoyadas  por  el  Ministro  de  los  Estados 
TTnidoB  de  America  en  esta  Corto.  Nombrada  por  el  Eey  una  Junta 
de  Ministros  para  entender  en  la  Liquidacion  de  todos  los  creditos  que 
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Ym.  presentase  6  acreditase  j  en  las  reclamaciones  que  hiciese,  Consulto 
6  S.  M.  su  dictamen  sobre  el  particular,  y  habiendose :  conformado 
con  41  h&  estendido,  j  formalizado  la  espresada  Junta  la  Certificacion 
del  total  Gredito  que  reaulta  a  favor  de  Ym.  j  contra  la  Hacienda 
Kacional,  importante  &  una  Suma  la  .Cantidad  de  nueve  milliones 
ochocientos  vemte  j  tres  mil  setenta  y  dos  reales  y  once  maravedises  en 
los  terminos  y  por  las  razones  que  j^e  expresan  en  41  cuyo  documento 
con  la  aprobacion  de  S.  M.  &  su  Continuacion  firmada  por  mi,  paso  & 
manos  de  Ym.  de  Real  orden,  para  su  resguardo  y  demas  finas  que  le 
convengan.  Dies  gQe.  6,  Ym.  ms.  as.  Palacio,  21  de  Mayo  de  1820. 
Canga  Arguelles.    Bor.  Dn.  Bicardo  Meade. 

Yo  el  Ynfrascrito  Essno.  de  S.  M.  Notario  ppco.  de  Beynos  Yecino 
y  del  Colegio  de  esta  M.  H.  YiUa  y  Ciorte  de  Madrid.  Doy  fee  :  Que 
el  Exmo.  tiov.  Dn.  JosS  Canga  Aguellas  por  quien  se  halla  firmada  la 
antecedente  Bl.  orden  su  f  ha  veinte  y  uno  del  presente  mes  y  ano ;  es 
Secretario  actual  de  Estado  y  del  Despacfao  de  la  Hacienda  Kacional ; 
y  la  media  firma  que  dice  Can^a  Arguelles  puesta  &  continuacion  de 
dha  Bl.  orden  es  de  su  puno  y  letra  y  la  misma  que  acostumbra,  §  las 
quales  se  d&  entero  credito :  Y  para  que  conste  &  instancia  de  Dn. 
Kicardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  al  presente  resi- 
dente  en  esta  Corte  doy  este  testimonio  que  signo  y  firmo  en  Madrid  & 
veinte  y  tres  de  Mayo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte — hay  un  signo — 
Antonio  Dominguez. 

Legaiizn. — Los  Ynfrascritos  Essnos.  ppoos.  de  S.  M.  y  del  Colegio  de 
esta  M.  H.  Yilla  y  Corte  de  Madrid  damos  fee :  Que  Dn.  Antonio  Do- 
minguez por  quien  esta  autorizado  y  signado  el  anterior  Testimonio  es 
iguai  Essno.  de  8.  M.  como  se  titula ;  y  a  todo  quanto  actua  se  le  d& 
lee  y  Credito  en  juicio  y  fuera  de  el :  T  para  que  conste  damos  la 
presente  que  signamos  y  firmamos  en  Madrid  &  veinte  y  tres  de  Mayo 
de  mil  ochocientos  veinte — hay  un  signo— Juan  de  Mata  YUana — hay 
un  signo — Jose  Yarela — hay  un  signo — Dn.  Matias  del  Acebal. 

Corresponde  con  la  Beal  order  original  ql.  pa.  sacar  este  testimonio 
me  exibio  Dn.  Bicardo  Meade  contenido  en  ella,  y  al  preste.  residente 
en  esta  corte  &  quien  la  debolvi  de  ql.  doy  fee  y  a  que  me  remito  :  Y  pa. 
ql.  conste  donde  convenga  Yo  el  infrascrito  essno.  resiro  Notario  de 
±Ceynos  y  del  colegio  de  esta  M.  H.  villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  doy  el  pre- 
sente que  signo  y  firmo  en  ella  a  viente  y  cuatro  de  Mayo  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos viente. 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ. 

Legalissn. — Los  Ynfrascrito  Enno.  de  S.  M.  Notario  de  Beynos  vecinos 
y  del  colegio  de  esta  M.  H.  villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  ;  damos  feS :  Que 
Dn.  Antonio  Dominguez  por  quien  esta  autorizado  y  signado  el  testi- 
monio de  la  buelta^  es  igual  enno.  de  S.  M.  com  se  titula,  y  a  todo 
cuanto  actua  sele  do  lee  y  credito  en  ambos  juicios.  Y  pa.  ql.  conste 
donde  convenga  damos  la  presente  ql.  signamos  y  firmamos  con  el 
sello  de  mo.  Colegia  en  Ms^lrid  &  veinte  y  cuatro  de  Mayo  de  mil  ocho- 
cientos veinte. 

DIONISIO  PEBEZ. 

BOMAN  ATIENZA. 

JUAN  GONZALES. 
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I,  Thomas  Gough,  translator,  interpreter  to  the  American  legation 
at  this  oourt^  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of 
Dionisio  Perez,  Roman  Atienza,  and  Juan  Gonzales  are  the  respec- 
tive signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  of  the  Bojal 
College  and  notaries  public  of  thi<  city,  and  that  all  faith  and  credit 
is  due  to  them  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Madrid,  the  £!4th  day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  GOUGH. 

Con  real  orden  de  26  de  Enero  del  afio  proximo  pasado  se  remitieron 
&  este  ministerio  de  hacienda  por  el  sor  srio.  del  Despacho  de  Estado 
las  reclamaciones  formalizadas  por  Ym.  acerca  de  sus  creditos  contra 
la  hacienda  nacional  y  perjuicios  sufridos  &  su  consequencia,  las  cuales 
fneron  pasadas  y  apoyadas  por  el  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
America  en  esta  oorte.  Nombrada  por  el  Bey  una  Junta  de  Ministros 
para  entender  en  la  liquidacion  de  todos  los  creditos  que  Vm.  pre- 
sentase  6  acreditase  y  en  las  reclamaciones  que  hiciese  consulto  Sl  S. 
M.  su  dictamen  sobre  el  particular,  y  habiendose  conformado  con  ^1, 
ha  estendido  a  formalizado  la  espreaada  Junta  la  certificacion  del  total 
credito  que  resulta  &  favor  de  Ym.  y  contra  la  hacienda  nacional,  im- 
portante  k  una  suma  la  cantideui  de  nueve  millones  ochocientos  veinte 
y  tres  mil  setenta  y  dos  reales  y  once  maravedises,  en  los  terminos  y  por 
las  razones  que  se  espresan  en  el,  cuyo  documento  con  la  aprobacion  de  S. 
M.  d  su  continuacion,  firmada  por  mi,  paso  &  manos  de  Vm.  de  real 
orden,  para  su  resguardo  y  demas  fines  que  le  oonvengan.  Dios  gue. 
i  Vm.  m*.  aV    Palacio,  21  de  Mayo  de  1820. 

OANGA  ARGtTELLES. 

Sor.  Dn.  Bicabbo  Meade. 

Eabilitado  jurada  por  el  Bey  la  Oonstitucion  en  9  de  Marzo,  de  1820. 
Enno  des  crt.  notario  pp^.  de  Beynos  vecino  y  de  colegio  de  esta  M.  H. 
villa  y  corte  de  Madrid.  Doy  fe.  Que  fel  ex".  S'.  D".  efos^  Canga  Argu- 
elles  por  quien  se  halla  firmada  la  antecedente  B^  orden  su  ha 
veinte  y  uno  el  presente  mes  y  alio,  es  secretario  actual  de  estado  y 
del  Despacho  de  la  Hacienda  Nacional,  y  la  media  firma  q^  dice  Oanga 
Arguelles  nuesta  a  continua''.  de  ha  B^  orn.,  es  de  he  juicio  y  letra  y  la 
misma  q^  acostumbra,  a  las  cuales  se  da  entero  credito.  Y  p^.  q^ 
conste  i  instancia  de  D*".  Bicardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Uni- 
dos y  al  pres^.  resid^.  en  esta  corta,  doy  este  testimonio  q^  signo  y 
firmo  en  Madrid  a  veinte  y  tres  de  cuayo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte. 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ,  J.    [Bubric] 

Legaliz''. :  Los  Ynfrascrito  En"*,  pp**".  el  S.  M.  y  de  colegio  de  esta 
M.  H.  villa  y  corte  de  Madrid  damos  fee.  Que  D''.  Ant"".  Dominguez  por 
quien  esta  autorizad  signado  el  anterior  testim"*.  es  igual  en^.  de  S.  M. 
como  se  titula,  y  a  todo  cuanto  altrea  sele  da  fee  y  credito  en  firmo 
y  fuera  del.  Y  p".  que  conste  damos  la  presente  q^  signamos  y  fir- 
mamoB  en  Madrid  a  veinte  y  tres  se  cuayo  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte. 


JOSfi  VABELA. 

JUAN  DE  MATA  YLLANA. 

DON  MATIAS  DEL  ACEBAL. 


Bubric. 

Bubric' 

Bubric. 
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I,  Thomas  Goagli,  translator  and  interpreter  to  the  American  lega- 
tion at  this  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  signatures  of 
Juan  de  Mata  TUana,  Don  Matias  del  Acebal,  and  JosS  Yarela  are 
the  respective  signatures  of  the  aforesaid  individuals,  scriveners  of  the 
Royal  College  and  notaries  public  of  this  city,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  to  them  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Madrid,  the  24th  day  of  May,  1820. 

THOMAS  aOUGH. 


[Translation.] 

Oopy  ofccn  order  of  hia  Catholic  Majesty ^  communicated  through  the  sec- 
retary  of  Staie,  Don  Joseph  PizarrOy  to  the  supreme  cotmcil  of  wary 
addressed  to  its  secretary. 

Palace,  April  20,  1818. 

In  consequence  of  our  lord  the  King  having  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  the  report  made  to  him  by  the  supreme  coun- 
cil, in  its  quality  of  a  tribunal  of  justice,  with  the  associate  judges, 
under  date  of  the  4th  of  October  of  last  year,  his  Majesty  has  again 
considered  and  examined  with  the  utmost  attention  all  the  proceed- 
ings respecting  the  suit  pending  between  R.  W.  Meade,  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  John  Macdermot,  a  subject  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty^  relative  to  the  devolution  of  R.  vel.  1,050,327,  which 
the  former  had  received  as  a  deposit ;  and^  notwithstanding  that  the 
results  clearly  prove,  both  with  anticipation  and  security,  that  the 
deposit  was  made  by  Meade  in  effective  specie,  since  the  royal  finance 
department  had  so  acknowledged  it,  and  that  consequently  this  fact, 
being  so  solemnly  proved,  Meade  would  not  be  considered  a  bankrupt, 
nor  could  he  be  subject  to  the  imprisonment  which  he  is  suffering; 
that  any  declaration  purporting  that  the  deposit  made  by  Meade  did 
not  exist  was  impossible,  since  its  validity  had  been  acknowledged  by 
royal  orders,  by  statements  from  the  treasurers  of  the  royal  finances 
transmitted  to  the  council  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  by  the  secre- 
tary of  finance,  and  also  by  reports  called  for  and  made  directly  to  the 
supreme  tribunal  of  justice.  Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances, 
his  Majesty  thought  proper  to  hear  again  what  the  minister  of  finance 
had  to  say  on  this  point,  which  related  directly  to  the  credit  of  his 
royal  revenue,  and  from  the  exposition  received  from  said  minister^ 
his  Majesty  has  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  royal  finance 
department  has  not  been  able,  nor  is  it  in  its  power  to  do  otherwise 
than  confess  that  the  aforesaid  deposit  is  real,  and  in  effective  specie^ 
and  to  acknowledge  itself  as  bound  to  return  it  in  the  same  coin.  His 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  so  to  repeat  it,  and  to  resolve  that  measures 
should  be  adopted  with  the  utmost  brevity  to  deliver  the  amount  to 
the  chamber  of  commerce,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  results  of  the  suit 
pending  between  the  parties. 

His  Majesty  has  also  seen  realized  with  the  deepest  regret  the  dis- 
agreeable results  which  were  foreseen  from  the  long  imprisonment  of 
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Meade,  this  incident  crossing  and  aup^menting  in  no  trifling  degree 
the  serious  difficulties  which  existed,  thus  compromising  or  jeopard- 
izing the  important  relations  of  his  Majesty  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  in  moments  the  most  critical,  giving  room 
to  the  strong  reclamations  of  that  government  in  support  of  those 
which  were  slighted  of  its  minister  at  Madrid,  and  exhorting  an  un- 
favorable and  alarming  impression  in  that  country,  through  the  means 
of  the  press,  injurious  to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty,  and,  finally,  his 
Majesty  having  recently  received  information  of  the  determination  of 
Congress,  brought  forward  with  the  utmost  warmth,  of  exposing  the 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  to  the  rigor  of  severe  reprisals. 

On  a  full  view,  therefore^  of  the  case,  and  considering  that  there 
does  not  exist  any  motive  on  which  the  royal  order  of  the  25th  of 
April,  1816,  can  be  supported,  and  on  which  order  the  supreme  coun- 
cil in  its  hall  of  justice  founded  that  of  the  imprisonment  of  Meade, 
his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  he  should  be  immediately  put  at  liberty ; 
and,  considering  the  deposit  as  real,  valid,  and  legal,  and  as  a  charge 
against  the  royal  finance  department,  the  cause  should  be  continued 
as  to  tlie  rest  of  the  matter  m  dispute  between  the  parties  according 
to  the  usual  trammels  or  course  of  justice,  and  unfavorable  to  law ; 
all  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  council, 
and  for  its  prompt  and  exact  compliance,  God  preserve  you  many 
years. 

JOSfi  PIZABRO. 

To  the  Secrbtary  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  War. 

Mabrib,  April  22,  1818. 

Supreme  council  of  war :  Present,  gentlemen  of  justice,  Yargaa, 
Pagola,  Navarro,  Uguste,  Hereclia. 

Observe  and  comply  with  the  foregoing  decree  of  his  Majesty,  in 
conformity  to  his  royal  order,  and  let  the  same  be  made  known  to  the 
parties. 

[Signed  by  the  rubrics  of  the  judges.] 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy,  to  a  single  letter,  of  the  preceding  royal 
order  and  decree,  of  the  original,  which  on  this  day,  and  in  my  pre- 
sence, was  notified  in  due  form  by  Don  Diego  Mangezon,  first  officer 
or  clerk  of  the  supreme  council,  to  Don  Tomas  Casado,  proctor  of  Don 
Bicardo  Meade  ;  and,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  proved  whenever 
it  may  be  required,  and  at  the  request  of  the  said  proctor,  I  grant  the 

{ present  certificate,  I,  the  undersigned,  being  scrivener  or  notary  pub- 
ic of  his  Majesty  in  his  kingdom  and  signiories,  and  as  one  of  the 
college  of  this  city  of  Madrid,  on  the  24th  April,  1818. 

RAIMUNDO  DE  GALVEZ,  CavdOero. 

The  undersigned,  notaries  public  of  the  King  our  lord,  and  belong- 
ing to  the  illustrious  college  of  this  court,  testify  that  Raimundo  de 
Galvez,  cavallero,  by  whom  the  preceding  testimony  is  duly  autho- 
rized, is  the  scrivener  or  notary  public  which  he  entitles  and  calls 
himself,  and  to  all  his  acts  as  such  has  been  given  and  is  given  entire 
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ft^itb  and  credit.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  signed  the  present, 
and  prefixed  the  seal  of  our  college.  Given  in  this  city  of  Madrid^  on 
the  day  of  the  month  and  year  before  mentioned. 

MANUEL  MABTIN  SERRANO. 

ALFONSO  DE  TEVENOS. 

MANUEL  TOLEDO. 


Extracts  from  the  award  of  the  special  commtsitony  or  junta,  named  hy 
his  Catholic  Majesty  to  take  cognizance  and  form  a  liquidation  of  the 
daims  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

m 

Madrid,  Sqf>teniber  39, 1819. 

The  commission  moved  hy  royal  order  of  the  7th  of  May  of  the 
present  year,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  credits  and  reclamations  of  the 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  as  soon  as  it  in- 
stalled itself,  collected  together  all  the  documents  which  it  possibly 
could  relative  to  its  object,  and  examined  them  with  that  scrupulous 
attention  which  the  confidenee  it  had  merited  from  his  Majesty  ex- 
acted. Fully  penetrated  with  the  nature  of  the  request  made  of  his 
Majesty  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  to  what  he  had  been  pleased  to  accede  by 
the  aforesaid  royal  decree,  it  could  not  do  less  than  first  of  all  estab- 
lish the  character  and  faculties  which  appertained  to  the  commission 
itself;  and  it  felt  persuaded  that  its  individuals  could  not  be  consid- 
ered as  judges  to  decide  in  law,  because  on  that  principle  the  reclama- 
tion would  not  have  been  taken  out  of  the  tribunals  ;  it  therefore  be- 
lieved that  its  duties  were  those  of  referee,  judges,  and  friendly  arbi- 
trators, as  they  are  stated  by  the  laws,  and  that  searching  for  the 
truth  with  that  good  faith  so  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  sovereign 
who  named  them,  they  should  settle  the  business  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, and  upon  these  simple  principles  should  arbitrate  the  rights  of 
Mr.  Meade  and  those  of  the  government.  As  the  major  part  of  the 
transactions  submitted  to  their  examination*  were  mercantile  opera- 
tions which  had  taken  place  under  solemn  contracts  and  engagements, 
this  was  a  further  motive  why  they  viewed,  discussed,  and  decided  on 
the  reclamations  in  a  mercantile  manner,  and  on  the  principles  before 
stated,  of  ascertaining  th^  truth  and  bemg  governed  by  good  faith ; 
consequently  they  laid  aside  everything  that  was  opposed  to  these 
principles,  as  indecorous  to  the  dignity  of  a  just  monarch,  in  whom 

{'nstice  shines  as  one  of  his  brightest  ornaments.  If  the  junta  should 
lave  acted  erroneously  it  hopes  that  its  conduct  will  be  viewed  with 
indulgence  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  its  only  motives 
were  that  the  inalterable  rectitude  of  his  Majesty  should  be  made  to 
appear  with  its  due  splendor. 

The  junta  heard  Mr.  Meade,  as  it  was  commanded,  and  he  presented 
to  it  an  exposition,  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  No.  1,  as  also 
a  statement  of  his  reclamations.  No.  2. 

When  the  junta  takes  into  consideration  the  enormous  amount  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Meade  in  provisions  to  the  central  junta,  and  govern- 
ment posterior  thereto,  in  those  moments  when  they  seemed  as  if  about 
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to  disappear^  thus  identifying  his  own  ruin  with  that  of  a  nation  to 
which  he  did  not  belong,  it  cannot  do  less^  in  common  justice,  than 
admire  and  be  surprised  at  such  liberal  and  generous  conduct,  and  at 
the  same  time  deeply  regret  that  his  only  recompense  has  been  that 
of  being  involved  in  difficulties  and  finally  ruined,  not  by  the  armies 
of  the  usurper,  but  by  those  very  persons  who,  profiting  of  the  benefits, 
obtained  through  these  very  resources  the  means  of  rejecting  the  inva- 
sion, and  of  restoxing  his  Majesty  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors. 

The  junta  has  examined  the  multitude  of  contracts  made  with  the 
royal  department  of  finance,  and  has  remained  convinced  of  the  exact 
and  religious  compliance  with  all  of  them  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Meade, 
and  of  the  delays,  difficulties,  and  repeated  orders  for  payment  on 
that  of  the  government.  The  enormous  mass  of  millions  which  they 
amount  to  clearly  shows  that  the  capital  invested  could  not  belong  to 
Mr.  Meade  alone,  but  to  many  other  persons,  capitalists,  who  placed 
in  his  hands  their  property  invested  in  provisions.  These  persons 
will,  in  all  probability,  have  drawn  for  the  same  at  certain  periods, 
as  is  the  practice  in  commerce ;  and  Mr.  Meade,  in  order  to  meet  these 
payments,  (the  government  failing  to  pay  him,  and  upon  which  pay- 
ments he  would  naturally  have  counted  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  satisfy 
his  principals,)  must  necessarily  have  been  compelled  to  seek  money 
on  interest,  sufiering  this  loss  and  others,  which  must  have  increased 
in  proportion  as  the  payments  due  to  him  were  retarded.  It  is  on 
this  principle  of  justice  that  Mr.  Meade  claims  a  remuneration  for  the 
many  losses  which  he  experienced  on  this  account.  He  performed  a 
most  signal  service  to  the  nation.  He  experienced  positive  and  known 
injuries,  the  royal  department  of  finance  having  failed  to  pay  him  at 
the  periods  stipulated ;  and  if  the  junta,  convinced  that  he  ought  to 
receive  considerable  sums  on  this  account,  does  not  fix  the  amount,  it 
cannot  do  less  than  recommend  to  the  equity  and  justice  of  his  Majesty 
the  payment  of  two-thirds,  one-half,  or  whatever  other  proportion  his 
Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  grant,  of  the  amount  claimed  ;  Mr.  Meade 
having  fully  established  by  his  expositions,  and  by  the  very  documents 
remitted  by  the  department  of  finance,  the  measures  which  he  was 
obliged  to  adopt,  and  the  great  injuries  which  he  suffered  in  his  busi- 
ness, having  been  obliged  to  make  enormous  sacrifices  to  support  his 
credit. 

If  in  the  foregoing  reclamations  the  junta'oonsiders  in  equity  certain 
sums  due  to  Mr.  Meade,  as  proposed  in  the  twelfth  reclamation,  it 
conceives  the  same  as  due  equally  in  rigorous  justice. 

The  junta  is  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  lay  aside  everything  rela- 
tive to  the  suit  carried  on  in  the  council  of  war,  and  confine  itself  to 
the  documents  received  from  the  department  of  finance  and  the  royal 
order  No.  6^  the  former  of  which  gives  a  correct  and  just  idea,  and  a 
positive  proof  of  the  erroneous  motive  tor  having  decreed  the  impris- 
onment of  Mr.  Meade,  which  was  to  avoid  acknowledging  a  debt  of 
his  Majesty's,  certain,  legitimate,  and  fully  authenticated  ;  thus  seal- 
ing by  this  sentence  the  discredit  and  dishonor  of  his  Majesty  himself, 
who  has  declared  the  imprisonment  illegal  which  Mr.  Meade  suffered 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  and  with  which  his  credit  disappeared,  he 
having  abandoned  his  oorrespondenoe  and  lost  his  mercantile  repata- 


BICHARD   W.   MEADE.  585 

tioQ,  suffering,  besides,  the  loss  of  his  liberty.  What  compensation 
could  be  sufficient  for  injuries  of  so  great  a  noiagnitude  ?  The  justice 
and  piety  of  your  Majesty  cannot  but  be  deeply  interested  in  repairing 
the  evils  of  which  Mr.  Meade  has  been  the  victim  in  consequence  of 
the  laws  having  been  trampled  upon,  he  having  suffered  in  direct  op- 
position to  them.  The  junta,  in  giving  their  opinion  on  this  point, 
always  guided  by  principles  of  truth,  considers,  taking  into  view  the 
opulence  and  extensive  commercial  relations  of  the  house  of  Mr. 
Meade,  that  he  ought  to  be  credited,  if  not  the  whole,  at  least  the 
three-fourths  part  of  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  he  claims 
for  damages. 

A  single  glance  at  all  and  each  of  Mr.  Meade's  contracts  with  gov- 
ernment proves  the  disinterestedness  of  his  proceedings,  and  the  enthu- 
siasm which  animated  him  in  favor  of  our  just  cause,  in  which  he 
co-operated  so  efficaciously,  and  this  in  moments  of  the  greatest  dis- 
tress, and  in  those  critical  circumstances  when  the  army  was  perishing. 
The  sundry  documents  presented  by  him,  which  are  annexed,  to  the 
number  of  seven,  prove  the  high  character  and  opinion  which  he  en« 
joyed.  These  services — the  principles  of  truth  and  good  faith  adopted — 
the  nature  of  the  commission  or  junta — the  nature  of  the  business 
itself,  received  and  reported  as  a  State  affair,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  having  interfered  therein,  the  consideration  which  the 
diplomatic  notes  passed  on  the  subject  have  merited  from  his  Majesty, 
all  united,  have  formed  the  basis  on  which  the  junta  has  founded  its 
opinion  respecting  the  various  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments, as  referees,  and  on  the  principles  of  truth  and  good  faith 
separating  from  itself  those  subtleties  which  unfortunately  are  too 
frequently  adopted  to  make  truth  itself  a  subject  of  litigation. 

That  Mr.  Meade  has  facilitated  to  government  more  than  fifty  mil- 
lions in  sundry  contracts  of  provisions  for  the  army  at  a  period  when 
no  one  else  did  or  could  do  it,  and  when  the  very  existence  of  the 
government  was  the  most  precarious,  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  doc- 
uments of  the  department  of  finance,  and  by  the  same  it  is  equally 
proved  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  contracts  were  not  complied  with 
except  after  great  delays  and  detentions,  and  losses  in  the  mode  of 
payment.  From  this  simple  demonstration  proceeds  the  principle  of 
good  faith  which  demands  the  acknowledgment  of  the  damages  which 
a  conduct  of  this  kind  has  brought  upon  Mr.  Meade,  and  this  has 
been  the  guide  of  the  junta  in  proposing  to  his  Majesty  its  opinion  on 
the  two  classes  of  reclamations  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Meade.  If 
the  junta  should  have  erred,  it  repeats  what  it  stated  in  the  commence- 
ment— that  is,  that  in  this  diplomatic  dispute  they  have  only  had  in 
view  the  unalterable  rectitude  of  his  Majesty,  who  may  finally  deter- 
mine on  what  he  may  consider  most  just. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years, 

BUONO  VALLARINO. 
JOSE  VASQUEZ  BALLESTEROS. 
THE  MARQUIS  OF  HARMAZA8. 
JUAN  FLORIN. 
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No.  110. 

ExMO.  SoR :  For  los  adjuntos  oficios  ql.  originales  paro  &  manos  de 
Y.  E.  no  qaedadada  en  que  Don  Bicardo  Meade  debe  ser  considerado 
como  tal  eztrangero  transente,  sin  que  le  autorize  pa.  ganar  vecin- 
dario  el  tiempo  ad  residencia  en  esta  ciudad,  ni  algnna  otro  cualidad  ; 
pa.  consignente  quando  Senor  M.  determino  que  el  oredito  publico 
pagaro  ley  deudas  que  pesa  sobre  la  tesorerian  mayor,  exceptus  las 
extrangeros  en  cuyo  con  se  encuentra  la  de  Meade  que  debe  en  mi 
concepcion  ser  satisfecha  como  las  demas  de  su  clase.  No  obstante 
Y.  E.  con  vista  delos  documentos  que  se  incluyen  y  lo  demas  que  resulte 
del  expediente  que  debuelvo  se  seryira  resolver  lo  que  fuere  su 
agrado,  prus  yo  de  fre.  cumplida  la  ona.  de  V.  E.  de  Febrero  ultimo  un 
que  ed  sirvir  ci  ampaHanme  el  expediente  en  anstion.  Dios  que  & 
Y.  E.  ms.  as.  Cadiz.  30  de  Abril  de  1816.  El  Marq.  de  Castelldorrius 
Exmo  Sr.  Secreto.  de  Estado  y  del  Dergo.  de  Nardo. 

ESCOPIA. 


No.  111.— '<  D." 


Buina  Eacandahsa  intendada  por  La  Begenoia  de  Las  Espaflas  contra 

Don  Bioardo  Meade. 

Nada  hay  tan  apreciable  para  el  hombre  de  probidad  como  su  honor, 
y  el  interes  de  acreditar  su  recto  proceder  cuando  la  malignidad  pre- 
tende  envolverle  enmedio  de  persecuciones  que  pueden  dar  justos 
motives  para  dudar  de  su  buena  opinion. 

Hallandome  yo  en  el  apuro  de  una  proxtma  quiebra,  6  &  lo  menos 
de  una  suspension  de  mis  pagamentos,  me  veo  en  la  precision  de  pub- 
licar  la  historia  funesta  relativa  &  este  suceso,  historia  que  debe  nor- 
rorizar,  y  que  serviri  para  desacreditar  altamente  la  confianza  que  se 
deba  tener  de  un  gobierno  tan  inepto  y  falto  de  probidad  como  el  de  la 
actual  Regencia,  al  mismo  tiempo  que  manifiesta  la  rectitud  del  Con- 
greso  Soberano  de  la  Nacion  espanola. 

Por  los  documentos  que  presento,  el  pueblo  de  C&diz,  y  principal- 
mente  la  clase  de  comerciantes,  se  penetrar&  de  la  triste  situacion  que 
injustamente  me  hace  sufrir  el  Gobierno  en  premio  de  todos  los  sacri- 
ficios  y  servicios  que  voluntariamente  hice  en  favor  de  una  nacion, 
cuya  causa  me  entusiasma  tanto  como  al  individuo  mas  patriota. 
Yerd  cuan  inculpable  6  inocente  soy  en  este  snoeso  inesperado,  y  que 
mancharia  mi  reputacion  si  no  tuviese  la  energia  de  publicarlo,  tal 
cual  es. 

Esta  publicacion  servird  igualmente  para  manifestar  la  injusta  con- 
ducta  del  tesorero  general  D.  Yictor  Soret,  sus  indecentes  subterfugios 

Sara  burlar  impunemente  las  6rdenes  Soberanas,  y  el  abuse  que  hace 
e  su  empleo  prefiriendo  &  su  arbitrio  el  pagamento  de  las  deudas 
publicas,  y  mezclandose  en  la  aprobacion  y  desaprobacion  de  las  con- 
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tratas,  contra  lo  prevenido  por  el  mismo  Soberano,  conducta  que  no 
puede  menos  de  envolver  infinites  crimenescou  perjaicio  del  individao 
])articnlar,  y  con  descredito  notorio  del  Gk)bierno,  y  de  la  Nacion 
entera. 

No  tratare  de  hacer  las  justas  observaciones,  &  qne  daba  lagar  mi 
asunto  sobre  la  ineptitnd  de  dicho  seflor  Tesorero,  y  de  los  que  paedan 
contribuir  a  sostenerlo,  cuando  tan  manifiestamente  destruye  la  con- 
fianza  que  el  Gobierno  debe  inspirar  a  todos  los  Ciudadanos  para  salir 
de  los  apuros,  en  que  las  actuates  circunstancias  le  constituyen. 

Mi  causa  es  la  causa  de  todo  comerciante,  y  si  por  una  estiipida  in- 
dolencia  no  se  mira  como  una  injusticia  propia  la  que  se  me  bace 
fiufrir,  y  la  opinion  publica  no  reclama  su  reparacion,  los  Espanoles, 
por  mas  que  se  glorien  de  su  libertad  y  de  su  Constitucion,  en  el  becbo 
seran  tan  esclavos  como  lo  eran  en  tiempo  de  Godoy^  y  gemiran,  como 
han  gemido  basta  aqui,  baxo  del  despotismo. 

RICABDO  MEADE. 

Senor  :  A  pesar  de  lo  resuelto  por  Y.  M.  en  19  del  corriente  con 
respecto  k  mis  representaciones  de  29  de  Julio  tiltimo,  y  2  del  presente, 
ningun  resultado  favorable  be  experimentado,  ni  lo  espero.  oi  Y.  M. 
en  virtud  de  su  Soberana  resolucion,  y  del  desayre  evidente  con  que 
en  vista  de  lo  que  expondrS,  pretende  eludirla  la  Begencia,  no  se  digna 
adoptar  una  medida  energica  capaz  de  baoerse  obedecer  por  el  Gobierno 
empefiado  en  sostener  los  injustos  y  tortuosos  manejos  del  Tesorero 
general  en  ex^rcicio,  D.  Victor  Soret,  y  en  eludir  las  Soberanas  reso- 
luciones  de  Y.  M. 

Ansioso  de  contribuir  por  mi  parte  al  ^xtto  feliz  de  la  justa  causa  de 
los  Espafloles,  y  confiado  en  las  promesas  mas  santas  del  Gobierno  y 
de  Y.  M.  mismo,  no  me  be  detenido  en  facilitar  mis  caudales,  y  mi 
credito ;  y  Y.  M.  &  quien  constan  estos  becbos,  me  ba  dado  pruebas 
evidentes  de  su  gratitud,  y  de  su  amor  &  la  justicia:  mas,  Seftor,  no 
bastan  los  deseos.  y  las  terminantes  ordenes  de  Y.  M.  para  evitar  el 

folpe  que  amenaza  la  ruina  de  mi  CAsa  de  comercio,  y  con  ella  el 
escr^dito  de  mi  bonor :  la  Begencia  del  reyno  insensible  &  esta  ruina^ 
y  &  lo  que  dictan  los  deberes,  y  derecbos  mas  sagrados,  obstinada  en 
sostener  al  Tesorero  general,  6  por  otros  motives,  que  no  comprehendo, 
me  pone  en  la  dura  precision  de  que  nuevamente  manifieste  &  Y.  M. 
su  conducta,  y  que  ofrezca  esta  manifestacion  al  publico,  &  fin  de  poner 
a  cubierto  del  mode  posible  mi  honor,  baciendo  notoria  al  mundo  entero 
mi  conducta,  y  particularmente  &  los  individuos  del  comercio,  con  quie- 
nes  me  ballo  mas  fntimamente  ligado,  y  &  quienes  justicia  debo  dar 
una  prueba  irrefragable  de  todos  mis  justos  procederes  en  esta  parte. 
Habiendo  recurndo  &  Y.  M.  segun  queda  insinuado,  y  despues  del 
mas  detenido  exfimen  becbo  por  la  comision  especial  de  Hacienda  &  mis 
solicitudes,  se  sirvid  Y.  M.  conformarse  con  el  dictamen  de  esta  comis- 
ion, y  comunicar  k  la  Begencia  la  resolucion  oontenida  en  el  documento 
ntim.  1/  que  acompaflo. 

Esta  resolucion  de  Y.  M.  no  se  me  traslad6  literalmente  como  cor- 
respondia,  segun  consta  del  oficio  que  con  fecha  de  20  de  este  mes  me 
paso  el  Secretario  interino  del  despacbo  de  Hacienda,  qne  presento^ 
num.  2.* 
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Con  la  misma  fecha  previno  la  Regencia  al  Tesorero  general  qne^ 
hiciese  todoa  loa  esfuerzos  poailles  para  facilitarme  (dguno$  socorros  d 
cuenta  de  los  creditos  que  tengo  contra  la  Real  Hacienda^  a  Jin  de  evitar 
que  me  presentase  en  quiebra,  yno  ae  minorasey  d  concepto  de  la  legaiidad 
e^anolay  oomo  consta  del  documento  que  presento  num.  3.^ 

Habiendo  recibido  eBtos  oficios  del  ministerio,  7  deseoso  de  evitar 
mi  quiebra  7  bus  funestas  consecnencias,  7  apo7ado  en  la  Soberana 
rejsolucion  de  Y.  M.  dirigi  al  mismo  Ministro  en  20  7  22  del  presente 
los  que  acompano  a  V.  M.,  baxo  los  mtims.  4.°  7  5.°,  7  con  fecha  del 
mismo  dia  22  tambien  dirigi  el  del  mumero  6.^  al  Tesorero  general, 
quien  me  contesto  en  23  lo  que  demuestra  su  oficio  num.  7.^ 

En  este  estculo  de  cosas,  receloso  de  la  conducta  del  Tesorero  general, 
7  teniendo  noticias  positiva^  de  que  se  apresuraba  a  disponer  de  las 
Letras  sobre  Londres  que  tenia  4  su  favor^  7  cu7as  Letras  cubrian 
excesivamente  los  cien  mil  duros  que  70  pedia  de  pronto  para  evitar 
mi  quiebra,  acndi  a  la  Begencia  con  la  exposicion  que  acompafio  a  V. 
M.  con  el  num.  8.^,  7  despues  de  haber  quedado  en  manos  de  suPres- 
idente^  se  me  contesto  por  el  encargado  del  ministerio  de  Hacienda  a 
mi  oficio  del  20  en  los  terminos  que  vera  Y.  M.  por  el  documento  num. 
9.^  cu7a  contestacion  hace  en  un  todo  ilusoria  la  Soberana  resolucion 
deV.  M. 

Sefior,  cuando  se  presentan  los  hechos  de  un  modo  tan  positivo,  es 
por  demas  toda  nueva  reflexion  en  favor  de  la  justicia :  mis  exposiciones 
documentadas  que  dirigi  a  Y.  M.  en  29  de  juIio  7  2  del  corriente,  7  lo 
expuesto  en  la  actual  comprobado  con  documentos,  son  unos  datos 
irrefragables,  que  al  paso  que  demuestran  la  buena  fe,  7  la  rectitud  de 
Y.  M.,  comprueban  hasta  la  evidencia  la  falta  de  rectitud  7  de  pro- 
bidad  de  la  Begencia,  6  de  sus  subalternos,  7  su  absoluta  ignorancia 
7  mulidad  para  la  administracion  publica,  7  parece  que  hace  alarde 
de  contrariar  las  disposiciones  de  Y.  M.  7  precisarme  a  una  bancarrota, 
que  compromete  la  reputacion  Espanola. 

Yo,  Sefior,  me  hallo  a  punto  de  quebrar.  Si  M.  M.  no  se  digna  to- 
mar  una  providencia  pronta  7  eficaz  para  que  sin  la  menor  dilacion 
se  comunique  orden  al  A7untamiento  de  esta  ciudad,  mandando  que 
de  los  diez  millones  de  reales,  con  que  debe  contribuir  al  erario  publico, 
me  entregue  por  si  mismo  la  cantidad  de  doB  millones  de  reales,  que- 
dando  en  su  fuerza  7  vigor  lo  dispuesto  por  Y.  M.  en  su  Soberana  res- 
olucion de  19  del  corriente,  relativo  al  modo  de  satisfacer  mi  total 
credito  :  en  cu7a  atencion. 

Suplico  rendidamente  &  Y.  M.  se  sirva  mandarlo  en  dicha  confor- 
midad.     Cadiz  24  de  agosto  de  1812.=Senor.=fiioarci>  Meade. 

Otrosi :  en  el  caso  de  que  se  hubiese  dispuesto  por  la  Regencia  de 
los  diez  millones  de  reales  que  debe  recaudar  el  A7untamiento  de  Cadiz, 
puede  Y.  M.  mandar  que  se  me  entreguen  Letras  del  Gobierno  ingles 
sobres  Londres,  de  las  que  mensualmente  recibe  el  Tesorero  general, 
6  que  se  me  satisfaga  esta  suma  de  cualquier  otros  fondos  que  tenga  a 
su  arbitrio  dicho  Tesorero :  en  una  palabra,  Seiior,  si  Y.  M.  en  uso 

o  La  Regencia,  comunicando  una  orden  tan  ineficaz  aparento  cumplir  con  lade  las  Cortes ; 
mas  si  bos  deseos  fuesen  de  darle  cnmplimiento,  hubiera  adoptado  alguno  de  los  medios  que 
JO  habia  propuesto  coando  ningima  otra  deada  era  mas  jnsta,  mas  antigoa,  mas  urgente,  ni 
preferible  a  la  mla. 
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de  su  justicia  no  se  sirve  iDandar  terminantemente  que  el  Tesorero 
general  me  entregae  los  dos  millones  de  reales,  ora  sea  en  Letras  del 
Gobierno  ingles  sobre  Londres,  ora  sea  en  efectivo,  est6  seguro  Y.  M. 
que  no  se  evitar&  mi  inevitable  ruina  ;  ^  mas  si  esta  orden  no  es  tan 
terminante,  si  por  ambigfiedad^  ii  otro  motivo  admite  interpretacion, 
estoy  seguro  que  jamas  se  executaran  sus  Soberanos  AGBeos.=zMeade. 

Num.  !.*» 

Las  Cories  generates  y  extraordinarias  en  vista  de  dos  representa- 
ciones  de  D  Bicardo  Meade^  de  este  comercio,  sus  fechas  29  de  julio 
ultimo,  y  2  del  corriente,  relativas  al  cobro  de  los  creditos  que  tiene 
contra  la  tesoreria  Nacional,  y  principalmente  por  lo  respectivo  al  pago 
de  tres  Libramientos  que  se  expidieron  en  su  favor,  el  primero  en  25 
de  enero  de  este  ano  por  la  cantidad  de  oebenta  y  ocho  mil  pesos  faer- 
ies, y  los  otros  de  7  de  marzo,  cada  uno  por  la  cantidad  de  dos  mil- 
lones y  cuarenta  mil  reales  de  vellon,  todos  procedentes  de  contratas 
de  viveres  para  consume  de  los  exercitos  aprobadas  por  el  Gobierno,  y 
la  principal  aun  por  las  mismas  Cortes,  ban  resuelto  que  por  lo  tocante 
6  dicbos  tres  libramientos  se  mejore  el  cr^dito  de  Meade,  d&ndole  tres 
millones  de  reales  del  producto  de  los  derechos  que  adeuden  en  esta 
aduana  los  caudales  en  oro  y  plata  pertenecientes  Sl  particulares  que 
vengan  en  los  primeros  buques  procedentes  de  Am^rica^  sin  perjuicio 
de  que  se  cumpla  en  lo  demas  el  tenor  literal  de  las  contratas ;  y  por 
el  grande  interes  que  tiene  la  Nacion  en  que  se  conserve  el  credito  de 
las  Cortes  y  del  Gobierno,  ban  resuelto  tambien  que  se  hagan  todos 
los  esfuerzos  posibles,  6,  fin  de  evitar  que  Meade  se  presente  en  quiebra, 
y  con  ella  se  disminuya  el  concepto  de  la  legalidaa  Espanola. 

Esta  resolucion  de  S.  M.  fue  comunicada  con  fecha  de  19  de  agosto 
d  el812  por  los  Sres.  Secretaries  de  las  Cortes  al  encargado  interino 
del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  Espafia. 

Num.  2.'^ 

Con  presencia  de  las  exposiciones  de  29  del  corriente  que  ha  presen- 
tado  V.  &  las  Cortes  generates  y  extraordinarias  del  reyno,  ban  resu- 
elto estas  que  por  lo  respectivo  &  los  tres  libramientos  de  25  de  enero 
y  7  de  marzo  filtimo,  por  la  cantidad  el  primero  de  ochenta  y  ocho  mil 
pesos  fuertes,  y  cada  uno  de  los  dos  segundos  de  dos  millones  y  cuar- 
enta mil  reales,  procedentes  de  contratas  de  viveres,  se  mejor  el  credit 6 
de  y.  d&ndole  6,  cuenta  tres  millones  de  reales  del  producto  de  los  de- 
rechos reales  que  adeuden  en  esta  aduana  los  caudales  en  oro  y  plata, 
pertenecientes  &  particulares,  que  vengan  en  los  primeros  buques  pro- 
cedentes de  America,  sin  perjuicio  de  que  se  cumpla  en  lo  demas  el 
tenor  literal  de  las  contratas,  lo  que  participo  &  Y.  para  su  inteligen- 
cta  y  gobierno  ;  en  el  concepto  de  que  con  esta  fecha  prevengo  lo  con- 
veniente  al  subdelegado  de  Bentas  de  esta  plaza,  a  fin  de  que  dispooga 
el  complimiento. 

Dios  guarde  &  Y.  muchos  afios.  C&diz  20  de  agosto  de  1812. — Figu- 
eroa. — 8r.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 
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Num.  3/ 

,Por  resolucion  de  las  Cdrtes  generales  y  extraordinarias  del  reyno 
prevengo  con  esta  fecha  al  tesorero  general  haga  todos  los  esfuerzos 
posibles  para  facilitar  &  vd.  algunos  socorrbs  &  cnenta  de  los  creditoa 
que  tiene  contra  la  real  Hacienda  por  efecto  de  las  contratas  que  oele- 
bro  con  ella,  &  fin  de  eritar  se  presente  vd.  en  quiebra,  y  no  se  minora 
el  conoepto  de  la  legalidad  espanola,  tan  necesaria  en  las  circunstan- 
cias  del  dia  ;  lo  que  participo  &  vd.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteli- 
gencia  y  gobierno.  Dios  guarde  &  vd.  muchos  alios.  Cadiz  20  deagos- 
to  de  1812. — ^Figueroa.— §r.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 

Num.  4.** 

Si6ndome  forzoso  presentarme  al  tribunal  del  Consnlado  de  esta  plaza 
en  quiebra  publica  si  el  consejo  de  Begencia  no  se  sirve  socorrerme  con 
la  cantidad  de  cien  mil  pesos  fuertes,  bien  sea  en  letras  del  gobierno 
ingles  sobre  Londres,  6  en  una  orden  por  dicha  cantidad  en  efectivo 
sobre  el  Ayuntamiento  de  esta  plaza  pagadera  de  los  diez  millones  de 
reales  que  tiene  que  percibir,  con  los  cuales  podr6  haoer  frente  &  las 
obligaciones  que  tengo  contraidas  en  esta  plaza  hasta  la  llegada  del 
navio  que  se  espera  de  America,  tengo  que  suplicar  &  Y.  E.  se  sirva 
hacerlo  asi  presente  a  S.  A.  y  comunicarme  con  la  brevedad  posible  bu 
contextacion. 

Dios  guarde  a  Y.  E.  mucbos  anos.  Cadiz  4  20  de  agosto  de  1812. — 
Bicardo  Meade. — ^Excmo.  Sr.  encargado  interino  del  ministerio  de  Ha- 
cienda de  Espana^  ^c,  &G.y  &g. 

Num.  5,** 

Excmo.  Sr. :  con  fecha  de  antes  de  ayer  de  hecho  a  Y.  E.  una  rep- 
resentacion,  para  que  tuviese  la  bondad  de  elevarla  4  S.  A.,  en  que 
hacia  presente  que  solo  aguardaba  una  contextacion  sobre  si  el  Consejo 
de  Begencia  no  podia  socorrerme  con  dos  millones  de  reales  para  pre- 
sentarme en  publica  quiebra  al  Consulado  de  esta  plaza. 

La  urgente  necesidad  que  me  obligaba  a  dar  este  paso,  me  babia 
becho  csperar  con  impaciencia  una  contextacion  definitiva  ;  pero  hasta 
ahora  me  hallo  sin  ninguna^  y  en  situacion  tal,  que  me  es  imposible 
detener  por  mas  tiempo  mi  resolucion. 

Tan  solo  aguardo  una  contextacion  de  S.  A.,  bien  sea  favorable  6 
adversa,  para  con  ella  seguir  la  carrera  que  me  dicta  el  honor,  y  en 
que  me  ha  precipitado  mi  confianza  en  el  Gobierno^  excesiva  hasta  el 
extreme. 

S.  M.  las  Cortes  generales  y  extraordinarias  del  reyno  ban  quedado 
tan  persuadidas  de  mi  imposibilidad  en  continuar  mi  giro,  que  no  ban 
podido  menos  en  desempefio  de  su  justificacion,  de  dar  las  ordenes  de 
que  supongo  a  Y.  E.  bien  instruido,  mandando  que  la  Begencia  haga 
un  esfuerzo  en  mi  iavor^  para  impedir  la  ruina  de  nli  crMito,  y  cuando 
S.  M.  ha  tenido  a  bien  tomar  tal  interes  en  mi  situacion,  tengo  derecho 
de  creer  que  S.  A.  no  podra  menos  de  estar  poseida  de  los  mismos  sen- 
timientos  hacia  wij  con  los  cuales  le  es  muy  facil  aliviarme  en  mi  situ- 
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acion.  Dios  goarde  a  Y.  E.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  a  22  de  agosto  de 
1812. — Bicardo  Meade. — Excmo.  @r.  Encargado  interino  del  Ministe- 
rio  de  Hacienda  de  Espana. . 

Num.  6.' 

Con  fecha  de  20  del  cortiente  me  dice  el  encargado  interino  del  Min- 
iaterio  de  Hacienda  lo  que  sigue. 

^'  For  resolucion  de  las  Cortes  generates  j  extraordinarias  del  rejno, 
prevengo  con  est<i  fecha  al  tesorero  general  haga  todos  los  esfuerzos 
posibles  para  facilitar  a  vmd.  algunos  socorros  a  cuenta  de  los  cr6ditos 
que  vmd.  tiene  contra  la  Real  Hacienda,  por  efecto  de  las  contratas 
que  celebro  con  ella,  a  tin  de  evitar  se  presente  vmd.  en  quiebra,  7  no 
se  minore  el  concepto  de  la  legalidad  espaSola,  tan  necesario  en  las 
criticas  circunstancias  del  dia." 

Antes  de  recibir  este  decreto  de  S.  M.  habia  yo  hecho  presente  a  S.  A, 
que  si  no  me  socorria  en  el  acto  con  cien  mil  duros  en  efectivo,  6  en 
letras  del  Gobierno  ingles  sobre  Londres^  6  en  una  orden  sobre  el 
Ayuntamiento  de  esta  plaza,  que  mi  quiebra  en  publico  era  forzosa. 

Y.  S.  sabe  tan  bien  como  cualquiera  cuan  delicada  es  la  reputacioa 
de  un  hombre  de  negocios,  7  bien  le  consta  &  Y.  S  cuanto  ba  sufrido 
mi  cr6dito  7  opinion  en  estos  ultimos  dias,  en  que  mi  situacion  con  el 
Gobierno  me  ha  impedido  cumplir  con  mis  mas  sagradas  obligaciones. 

A.  Y.  S.  mejor  que  a  ningun  otro  le  toca  despues  de  la  resolucion 
de  8.  M.  hacer  que  se  cumplan  sus  intenciones.  La  voluntad  de  S.  M. 
esta  conocida,  7  tambien  debe  estarlo  el  deseo  de  S.  A.  de  que  se  cum- 
plan exactamente  los  contrates  bechos  con  el  Gobierno,  haciendo  cuan- 
tos  esfuerzos  sean  posibles  para  dexar  a  cubierto  el  honor  nacional  que 
tan  &  pecho  toma  el  Gobierno. 

Deseo  que  Y.  S.  tenga  la  bondad  de  informarme  cuales  son  los  es- 
fuerzos que  puede  Y.  S.  hacer  para  que  se  realicen  las  ideas  de  S.  M  ^ 
bazo  la  inteligencia  que  solo  puede  evitarse  la  ruina  que  me  amenaza, 
d6ndome  inmediatamente  la  cantidad  arriba  senalada,  de  cualquiera 
de  los  modos  que  alii  propongo. 

Espero  de  Y.  S.  el  favor  de  una  pronta  contextacion  para  mi  Go- 
bierno. Dios  guarde  &  Y.  S.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  a  22  de  agosto  de 
1812. — Bicardo  Meade, — Sr.  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

Num.  7." 

Becibo  el  oficio  de  Y.  de  a7er  en  que  me  traslada  lo  que  en  fecha  de 
20  del  corriente  le  dice  el  Sr.  Secretario  interino  del  Despacho  de  Ha- 
cienda, reducido  &  manifestarle  que  por  resolucion  de  las  Cortes 
generates  7  extraordinarias  del  re7no  me  prevenia  hiciese  todos  los 
esfuerzos  posibles  para  facilitar  &  Y.  algunos  socorros  §l  cuenta  de  los 
crMitos  que  por  sus  contratas  tiene  con  la  Real  Hacienda. 

Para  llevar  d  efecto  esta  resolucion,  7  acordar  lo  conveniente  con 
presencia  de  la  situacion  del  erario,  sobre  la  nueva  solicitud  de  Y.,  de 
que  hace  referencia  en  su  oficio,  relativa  &  que  por  los  medios  que 
indica  se  le  socorra  en  ol  acto  con  cien  mil  pesos  fuertes,  me  mando 
8.  A.  le  informase  como  lo  tengo  verificado,  7  por  oonsiguiente  est& 
pendiente  dicho  particular  de  la  resolucion  de  S.  A. 
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Que  68  cuanto  ptiedo  decir  &  Y.  en  respuesta  &  sn  citado  papel. 
i3io8  gnarde  &  Y.  muchos  alios.  Cadiz  23  deagosto  de  1812. — Yictor 
Soret.— Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 

Num.  8'. 

Serenisimo  Sr. :  Con  fecha  de  28  del  corriente  mes  Be  me  ha  comu- 
nicado  de  orden  de  Y.  A.  nn  decreto  de  8.  M.  las  Cortes  generales  j 
extraordinarias  del  Beyno,  mandando  :  y^qne  semejore  el  crfedito  que 
tengo  contra  la  Real  Hacienda,  pagandome  tres  millones  de  reales  de 
vellon  de  los  derechos  de  la  plata  y  oro  que  llegue  de  America,  y  que 
se  cumplan  en  todas  bus  partes  las  contratas  celebradas  conmigo ;  y 
ademas  que  se  Lagan  cuantos  esfuerzos  esten  en  manos  de  Y.  A.  para 
impedir  que  sea  arruinada  mi  casa  de  Comercio,  para  que  no  se  mi- 
nore  el  concepto  de  la  legalidad  espanola,  tau  necesaria  en  las  criticas 
circunstancias  del  dia."  Y  con  la  misma  fecha  se  me  ha  dado  trasla- 
do  por  el  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  una  orden  pasada  al  tesorero 
general,  para  que  este  haga  todos  los  esfuerzos  posibles  para  facili- 
tarme  algunos  socorros  &  cuenta  de  los  crfeditos  que  tengo  contra  la 
Beal  Hacienda. 

En  dos  oficios  que  he  dirigido  k  Y.  A.  por  medio  del  Ministro  de 
Hacienda  en  20  y  22  del  corriente  he  hecho  presente,  que  para  evitar 
el  escandalo  que  8.  M.  las  Cdrtes  tanto  deseaban  evitar  de  la  ruina  de 
mi  casa  de  Comercio,  era  indispensable  que  Y.  A.  me  socorriese  con 
cien  mil  pesos  fuertes,  con  los  cuales  podria  yo  hacer  frente  a  mis  ob- 
ligaciones  hasta  la  Uegada  de  los  caudales  de  America.  Sefiale  que 
p^ia  Y.  A.  hacerlo  con  las  Letras  sobre  Londres,  que  me  consta  tenia 
el  tesorero  general  en  aquella  epoca,  6  bien  en  una  6rden  sobre  el 
Ayuntamiento  d^  esta  plaza  4  cuenta  de  los  diez  millones  de  reales 
que  tiene  este  que  recaudar  del  Pueblo. 

No  he  merecido  aun  contestacion  alguna,  pero  me  temo  que  Y.  A. 
podr&  creer  ha  hecho  cuanto  puede  con  dar  la  6rden  al  tesorero  para 
que  haga  todos  los  esfuerzos  posibles  para  socorrerme :  pero  esto  de 
nada  sirve,  porque  el  teser^ero  pretende  que  no  tiene  medios  ;  y  aunque 
me  ha  contestado  de  oficio  que  habia  informado  &  Y.  A.  sobre  mi  < 
solicitud  de  que  me  socorriese  con  cien  mil  pesos  fuertes,  y  de  consi- 
guiente  esta  pendiente  dicho  particular  de  la  resolucion  de  Y.  A.,  me 
consta  por  una  persona  fidedigna,  que  no  es  su  animo  socorrerme,  ha- 
biendo  declarado  ayer  noche,  que  no  tenia  arbitrios  algunos. 

Permitame  por  tanto  Y.  A.  que  hablc  con  la  claridad  que  debe  un 
hombre  de  honor,  y  que  las  circunstancias  ban  hecho  ya  indispensable. 

D.  Yictor  Soret,  el  actual  tesorero  general  en  exercicio  es  enemigo 
mio  personal :  y  aun  cuando  tuviese  en  su  mano  todos  los  medios 
posibles  para  socorrerme,  no  lo  haria  ni  con  un  cuarto  mientras 

f)udiese  evitarlo.  Desde  el  momento  en  que  entro  en  el  exercicio  de 
a  tesoreria  ha  trabajado  sin  cesar  para  arruinar  mi  casa  de  Comercio : 
asi  me  consta  por  unos  hechos  y  datos  que  no  admiten  duda  ;  unosolo 
de  ellos  bastard  para  convencer  a  todo  hombre  imparcial,  y  no  dudo 
que  Y.  A.  quedara  convencido  de  la  verdad  de  lo  que  digo. 

Yo  solo  soy  el  que  ha  sostenido  con  sus  caudales  esta  importante 
Plaza  y  la  Isla  por  mas  de  cuatro  meses,  hallandome  desde  el  princi* 
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pic  del  ano  en  un  descubierto  de  roas  de  catorce  millones  de  reales,  no 
habiendo  podido  recibir  en  todo  este  tiempo  (mas  de  ocho  meses)  otro 
socorro  que  veinte  y  ocbo  mil  pesos,  caando  consta  que  en  todo  este 
tiempo  ha  comprado  este  mismo  caballero  provisiones  a  precios  mucho 
menos  ventajosos  al  Estado,  y  aun  ha  hecho  algunas  contratas  escan- 
dalosas  por  mas  de  veinta  millones  de  reales,  y  todas  sin  excepcion 
ninguna  han  sido  pagiEidas,  y  algunas  el  importe  ha  sido  adelantado. 
Yo  b6  muy  bien  que  el  Sr.  Soret  ha  tenido  el  talento  de  alucioai  a 
y.  A.  haciendo  creer  que  con  su  cr6dito  particular  habia  hecho  ser- 
vicios  importantes  ;  pero  no  es  necesario  saber  mucho  para  reconocer 
qae  esto  es  enteramente  falso,  y  si  fuese  nesesario  no  constaria  mucho 
el  probar,  que  ningnn  tesorero  ha  hecho  menos,  con  los  recursos  que 
este  ha  tenido,  y  de  que  los  otros  carecian,  uno  de  ellos  las  letras  de 
cambio  del  Gobierno  ingles  le  han  servido  para  sus  compras  como 
dinero  efectivo,  las  cuales  recibia  mensualmente  y  en  bastante  con- 
sideracion  ;  pero  sin  embargo  de  que  mis  contratas  eran  de  las  mas 
sagradas,  hechas  con  la  intervencion  de  la  Junta  de  Cadiz,  6  de  los 
comisionados  nombrados  al  efecto  por  el  Gobierao,  y  aun  una  de  ellas 
por  6rden  de  las  ^ismas  Cortes,  se  ha  obstinado  constantemente  en  no 
cumplirlas  ni  socdrrerme:  ^de  donde  precede  esta  parcialidad  decidida? 

Si  las  provisiones  que  yo  reclamo  hubiesen  sido  consumidas  antes 
que  el  Sr.  Soret  entrase,  en  exercicio,  podia  haber  alegado  que  eran 
atrasadas,  y  que  ^l  no  tenia  obligacion  de  responder  de  ellas  ;  pero  no 
68  asi,  Serenisimo  Sr  ;  todos  mis  crudites  contra  el  Gobierno,  4  excep- 
cion de  una  corta  cantidad,  provienen  de  provisiones  que  se  empezaroii 
a  entregar  en  enero  de  este  ano,  y  sirvieron  para  el  sustento  de  las 
tropas  en  los  cuatro  primeros  meses  del  presente  aflo,  ea  que  esta  dicho 
Seiior  en  exercicio  :  es  cierto  que  entonces  el  Sr.  Soret  no  hacia  las 
veces  de  Ministro  de  Haciendo  y  de  tesorero  general  al  mismo  tiempo, 
ni  tampoco  se  le  habia  permitido  usurpar  las  funciones  de  la  Direccion 
general,  como  ha  sucedido  despues,  y  siendo  el  sol  recandador  y  dis- 
tribuidor  del  caudal  publico,  en  que  su  capricho  6  intereses  particu- 
lares  tan  solo  le  ban  servido  de  norma. 

No  ha  habido  la  menor  intervencion  en  las  muchas  compras  que  ha 
hecho,  muchas  de  las  cuales  repito  han  sido  escandalosas,  como  consta 
&  la  Direccion  general  de  Beales  provisiones ;  ramo  que  ha  sido,  res- 
tablecido  por  v .  A.,  pero  que  no  ha  servido  ni  sirve  en  el  dia  para  otro 
objeto  que  para  distribuir  las  provisiones  compradas  por  el  Sr.  Soret, 
sin  embargo  de  las  muchas  y  repetidas  ordenes  de  S.  M.,  para  que  las 
provisiones  se  hagan  con  toda  publicidad  y  por  los  ramos  correspon- 
dientes. 

La  Comision  especial  de  Hacienda  &  que  fu6  remitida  mi  solicitud 
por  S.  M.  las  Cortes  generales  y  extraordinarias,  ha  quedado  perfect- 
amente  convencida  de  que  el  Sr.  Soret  ha  faltadoen  las  contratas  cele- 
bradas  conmigo,  y  se  mandd  que  despues  de  mejorar  mi  credito  se  ha- 
gan por  Y.  A.  cuantos  esfuerzos  scan  posibles  para  socorrerme.  Des- 
pues de  una  orden  semejante,  y  en  vista  de  los  importantes  servicios 
que  habia  yo  hecho  en  distintas  ocasiones,  reconocidos  publicamente 
por  los  diferentes  gobiernos  que  han  regido  desde  la  revolncion,  y 

Eublicados  por  S.  M.  jam&s  podia  yo  imaginarme  que  la  Begencia  de 
is  Espa&as  permitiria  que  por  capricho  de  un  individuo  quede  yo  sa- 
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crifido,  7  arrninado,  resultando  oomprometido  el  honor  de  la  Nacion, 
7  minado  y  destraido  por  fines  particulares  el  cr^ito  publico,  ni  tam- 
poco  me  era  posible  creer  que  un  snbalterno  se  negaria  &  cnmplir  ana 
drden  de  8.  M .  burlandose  de  sua  decretos  j  resoluciones :  pero  asi 
sucedera  interin  Y.  A.  no  tome  desde  luego  nna  providencia  actiya 
para  oortar  de  raiz  tan  escandaloso  acontecimiento. 

El  Sr.  Soret  por  si  solo  recauda  y  distribnye  el  caudal  pfiblioo ;  por 
si  solo  hace  las  contratas  que  mejor  le  parecen  k  sn  antojo,  satisfaciendo 
sns  importes  ;  pero  es  preciso  que  estas  contratas  sean  las  hechas  re- 
servadamente  por  &1  mismo,  y  no  las  hechas  por  los  comiHionados  del 
Gobierno,  ni  las  mandadas  hacer  de  orden  de  S.  M.  Estas,  SeSor,  no 
merecen  la  atencion  del  tesorero ;  porque  estas  han  sido  hechas  piibli- 
camente  mientras  que  las  suyas  no  han  salido  de  su  bnfete.  Pida  Y. 
A.  las  notas  de  las  compras  hechas  desde  enero,  y  Ter&  Y.  A.  larerdad 
de  mis  ezposiciones :  en  su  mano  tiene  Y.  A.  los  medios  de  averi- 
gnarl'o':  todas  se  hallan  solventadas,  y  yo  solo,  per  una  ciega  confi- 
anza  en  el  honor  de  la  nacion,  estop  en  un  descubierto  del  total  de  las 
mias. 

Pida  Y.  A.  otra  nota  de  la  distribucion  de  las  Letras  de  cambio  del 
Qobierno  ingles,  y  de  los  diez  millones  de  reales  que  intenta  hacer  el 
tesorero  general  cuando  los  reciba  del  Ayuntamiento,  y  Ter&  V.  A. 
que  ))ay  una  suma  de  ochocientos  mil  y  mas  reales  de  rellon  por  har 
rinas  compradas  un  mes  hace,  las  cuales  no  estan  ya  pagadas  porque 
no  se  habian  entregado  todavia,  mientras  se  niega  &  socorrerme  pcnr 
harinas  y  otros  comestibles  que  han  servido  para  mantener  por  cnatro 
meses  esta  Plaza  y  la  Isla,  y  para  salvar  a  Alicante  y  Cartagena.  Y 
entretanto  se  me  dexa  arruinar  &  mf  tan  solo>  mientras  que  los  amigos 
del  Sr.  Soret  estan  puntualmenie  satisfechos. 

Yo  no  reclame  favores  de  Y.  A.  ni  del  tesorero  general :  reclamo  y 
pido  justicia  no  solo  para  m{,  sine  para  el  pueblo  de  C&diz,  &  quien 
debo  crecidas  cantidades,  y  misacreedores  tienen  derecho  para  llamarme 
&  ouenta  de  mis  operaciones,  y  rendidamente. 

A.  Y.  A.  suplico  pido  que  por  el  honor  de  la  nacion  y  por  el  de  Y. 
A.,  no  permits  Uegue  el  lance  de  tener  que  presentarme  en  el  Consu- 
lado  &  dar  cuenta  de  mis  operaciones,  porque  saldr&  6  la  luz  publica 
una  razon  exacta  de  la  conducta  torpe  del  tesorero  general  D.  Yictor 
Soret,  Bubversiva  de  los  primeros  principios  de  que  nadie  debe  carecer, 
y  fruto  de  la  ignorancia  y  estupidez  que  es  capaz  de  sacrificar  a  un 
rencor  personal  los  primeros  y  mejores  intereses  de  su  patria.  Dios 
guarde  k  Y.  A.  muchos  afios.  .  C&diz  &  23  de  agosto  de  1812. — Sere- 
nisimo  Sr. — Bicardo  Meade. — A.  8.  A.  Serenisima  la  Begencia  de  las 
Espanas. 

Num.  9.* 

A  pesat  de  los  deseos  que  tiene  la  Begencia  del  reyno  de  manifestar 
k  vmd.  el  aprecio  que  le  merecen  sus  buenos  servicios,  y  de  sacarle  del 
apuro  en  que  se  halla,  no  est&  en  lo  posible  el  que  pueda  facilitarle 
los  dos  millones  de  reales  que  pide  por  su  papel  de  20  de  este  mes  en 
Letras  del  Gobierno  Ingles  sobre  Londres,  6  en  una  drden  de  igual 
suma  sobre  el  Ayuntamiento  de  esta  Plaza,  a  cuenta  de  los  diez  mil- 
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lones  que  debe  fiicilitar ;  paes  esta  cantidad  no  alcanza  &  cubrir  la 
difltribucion  de  ella,  hecba  ya  en  objetos  de  la  mayor  urgencia  ;  y  el 
erario  no  tiene  en  el  dia  Letras  sobre  Ldndres.  Lo  que  participo  a 
vmd.  de  6rden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteligencia  y  gobierno.  Dios  guarde 
&  vmd.  mucboB  anos.  Cadis  23  de  agosto  de  1812. — Figueroa. — Sr. 
D.  Bicardo  Meade. 


Para  intdigencia  dd  publico  se  preaerUan  d  oimtinuaxsion  las  doa  expoai- 
Clones  presentddas  a  S.  M,  las  Cortes  generaies  y  eadraordinariaSj  de 
que  hace  mencion  la  antecedetUe. 

SbSor  :  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  ciudadano  de  los  Estados-Unidos  de 
America  y  del  oomercio  de  esta  ciudad,  con  el  mas  profundo  respeto 
haoe  presente  &  Y.M.:  que  desde  el  principio  de  la  gloriosa  revolucion 
de  Espafla,  se  ba  dedicado  oasi  exclusivamente  &  introducir  en  esta 

Slaza  y  los  demas  puntos  del  reyno,  baxo  el  Gobierno  legitime,  viveres 
e  toda  especie,  habiendo  introducido  en  cada  aflo  mas  de  dos  millones 
de  pesos  fuertes  en  harinas  y  otros  comestibles,  con  los  cuales  se  ban 
surtido  los  exSrcitos,  hall&ndose  en  muchas  ocasiones  en  un  descubierto 
oon  los  diferentes  gobiernos,  que  ban  regido  desde  aquella  epoca,  de  un 
millon  de  pesos  fuertes. 

En  el  dia  el  Gk>bierno  le  debe  la  cantidad  de  un  millon  de  pesos,  in- 
cluyendo  en  dioba  cantidad  doscientos  y  cuatro  mil  pesos  fuertes  por 
harinas  entregadas  para  el  socorro  de  las  plazas  de  Oartagena  de  Le- 
vante  y  Alicante,  cuya  contrata  fu6  celebrada  por  6rden,  y  con 
anuencia  de  las  mismas  Cortes^  y  su  page  mandado  verificar  la  mitad 
de  los  primeros,  y  la  mitad  de  los  segundos  caudales  que  Uegasen  de 
America. 

Es  notorio  que  si  el  suplicante  no  se  bubiese  prestado  &  surtir  estos 
efeotos,  estas  dos  plazas  peligraban  en  sumo  grade,  por(|ue  ^babi6n- 
dose  entregado  Valencia,  y  no  babi6ndose  encontrado  ni  una  racion 
eiquiera  en  una  ni  otra  plaza,  como  podrian  baber  resistido  a  los 
ataques  del  enemigo?  y  confiado  en  tan  solemne  aprobacion  como  la 
de  S.  M.,  no  dud&  un  solo  instante  en  pretarse  &  adelantar  lo  necesa- 
rio,  y  no  se  atrevia  a  dudar  un  momento  que  la  Begencia  del  reyno 
enmpliria  con  la  obligacion  de  pagar  lo  que  contraxo  conforme  i  lo  que 
entonces  estipul6. 

Han  Uegado  caudales  pocos  6  mucbos  de  Lima  y  filtimamente  de  la 
Habana,  y  nada  he  podido  conseguir  hasta  abora,  declarando  el  minis- 
tro  de  Hacienda  en  el  primer  caso,  que  el  dinero  que  venia  para  el 
Gh)bierno,  era  poco ;  y  en  el  segundo  prevali^ndose  del  miserable  sub- 
terfiigio  de  que  los  caudales  que  yenian,  aunque  pertenecientes  al  G-o- 
bierno,  no  eran  productos  de  rentas,  sino  donatives,  y  por  oonsigniente 
no  podian  hacer  page  con  ellos,  sin  embargo  de  que  la  contrata  dice 
en  el  mode  mas  positivo  y  terminante  ,,de  los  primeros  caudales  que 
Ueguen  de  America"  sin  ninguna  especificacion  de  su  orfgen. 

El  perjuicio  ocasionade  al  suplicante  por  la  falta  de  cumplimiento 
de'  parte  de  la  Begencia  de  las  mas  solemnes  obligaciones,  afiadido  al 
trastorno  general  del  comercio  por  el  embargo  en  los  Estados-Unidos, 
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y  el  tristc  estado  del  de  esta  plaza,  obligd  al  suplicante  &  recnrrir  a  la 
Eegericia  pintando  su  situacion,  j  pidiendo  le  socorriese ;  pero  viendo 
por  la  contestacion  la  determinacion  que  habia  tornado  de  do  ayudarle, 
propuso  roas  hace  de  un  mes  a  la  Begencia  qne  se  interesase  con  el  Sr. 
Embaxador  ingles  en  esta  plaza,  para  .que  en  lugar  de  ana  cantidad 
que  debia  el  suplicante  al  consul  ingles,  que  este  recibiese  tree  libra- 
mien  tos  del  tesurero  general  en  ezercicio,  D.  Victor  Soret,  pagaderos 
de  los  primeros  7  segundos  caudales  que  debian  Uegar  de  America,  y 

Jue  importaban  juntos  doscientos  y  noyenta  y  dos  mil  pesos  fuertes. 
^espues  de  continues  y  repetidos  pasos  se  consigui6,  que  por  el  minis- 
terio  de  ^acienda  se  pasase  una  orden  al  de  Estado,  para  que  este 
oficiase  al  Embaxador  pidiendo  que  admitiese  estos  libramientos  en 
pago  de  lo  que  debia  Meade  al  Senor  Duff:  se  pasd  en  efecto  el  oficio 
al  Senor  Embaxador,  pero  de  un  mode  tan  sin  explicacion  ni  recomen- 
dacion  alguna,  que  mirando  la  cosa  como  una  pretension  individual, 
fue  negeda.  Ocurrio  otra  vez  el  suplicante  al  senor  ministro  interino 
de  Hacienda,  pint4ndole  la  situacion  critica  de  su  casa  de  commercio, 
y  que  le  era  imposible  continuar  su  giro  6  menos  que  el  Gobierno  no 
se  interesase  de  veras,  para  conseguir  del  Se&or  Embaxador  qoe  ad- 
mitiese la  seguridad  del  Gobierno  espanol  por  esta  cantidad. 

El  suplicante  pudo  conseguir  que  se  interesase  en  su  favor  la  JRuta 
de  Cadiz,  quien  tuvo  &  bien  nombrar  una  comision  para  que  visitase 
al  senor  ministro  de  Hacienda,  y  asimismo  intereso  en  su  favor  al  Sr. 
.D.  Miguel  Lobo,  director  del  credito  p6blico :  Con  fecha  de  26  del  cor- 
riente  mes^  renovo  su  stiplica  declarando  la  situacion  critica  en  que  se 
hallaba,  y  que  si  el  Gobierno  no  le  ayudaba  le  seria  forzoso  bacer  una 
quiebra  publica  ;  y  el  resultado  ha  sido  que  el  encargado  interino  del 
ministerio  de  Hacienda  D.  Jose  Vazquez  Figueroa,  ha  tenido  en  su 
poder  la  solicitud  desde  entonces  sin  haberla  entregado  hasta  anoche 
al  oficial  que  debia  extractarla. 

Ed  esta  situacion  deplorable,  y  viendose  rodeado.  de  empefios,  ha 
tornado  la  determinacion  de  presentarse  a  V.  M.  haci^ndole  presente 
la  triste  situacion  en  que  se  halla,  tan  solo  por  la  sola  culpa  de  haber 
tenido  demasiada  confianza  en  el  Gobierno. 

Senor,  la  ruina  de  mi  credito,  y  la  quiebra  de  una  casa  de  comercio 
tan  extensa  como  la  mia,  va  a  causar  unos  danos  y  perjuicios  incalcu- 
lables  a  la  causa  de  Espana.  ^i  Que  dir&  el  mundo  de  un  Gt}bierno 
que  ha  permitido  semejante  acontecimiento,  cuando  con  dar  un  paso 
el  mas  sencillo  podia  haberlo  remediado :  todos  los  gobiernos  ilustra- 
dos  haccD  cuanto  pueden  por  sostener  los  grandes  establecimientos  de 
comercio,  aun  sin  tener  relaciones  directas  con  ellos,  ^y  que  dira  de 
un  Gobierno,  que  debiendo  a  un  individuo  un  millon  de  pesos,  se 
reusa  a  socorrerlo  por  si  mismo  y  Sl  dar  un  paso,  por  el  cual  queda  so- 
corrido  con  menos  de  la  mitad  de  lo  que  le  debe  el  Gobierno,  con  solo 
obligarse  &  pagar  al  senor  Embaxador  ingles,  lo  que  tiene  la  obliga- 
cion  de  pagar  &  Meade  ? 

Senor>  si  V.  M.  no  se  digna  interesarse  en  el  asunto,  mi  casa  de 
comercio  va  a  hacer  una  publica  bancarrota,  va  a  dar  un  escandalo 
al  mundo  civilizado,  y  causara  un  trastorno  general  al  comercio  de 
Cddiz,  porque,  Setior,  llevara  tras  si  otras  muchas  casas :  V.  M.  mismo 
se  halla  compronjetido,  porque  &  mas  de  una  contrata  cuyo  cumplimi- 
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ento  extjo^  todo  ha  sido  formado  por  orden,  y  con  particular  conocimi- 
ento  de  v .  M. 

En  vista  de  lo  que  antecede,  j  baxo  el  mas  solemne  juramento  de 
que  en  una  palabra  no  se  ha  excedido  de  la  verdad,  y  baxo  la  respon- 
sabilidad  de  mi  cabeza,  suplico  rendidamente  a  Y.  M.  que  se  sirva 
mandar  nombrar  una  comision,  para  que  enterada  de  estos  hechos,  de 
cuenta  en  un  t^rmino  de  boras  sefialado,  y  resultando  probado  lo  que 
ten  go  representado,  se  sirva  mandar  &  la  Regencia  que  me  socorra  en 
el  acto^  6  que  dS  el  paso  necesario  con  el  sefior  Embaxador  ingles :  asi 
lo  espero.     C&diz  &  29  de  julio  1812. — Ricardo  Meade. 

Seizor  :  Habi^udose  V.  M.  dignado  tomar  conocimiento  del  memo- 
rial, que  tuve  el  honor  de  presentarle,  pasandolo  k  la  comision  espe- 
cial de  Hacienda,  para  que  con  el  debido  conocimiento  de  los  antece- 
dentes  informe  sobre  el  particular,  he  creido  propio  de  mi  deber  ente- 
rar  a  la  comision  de  los  pormenores  de  mi  situacion  con  el  Gobierno, 
y  de  mis  fundadas  quexas  de  la  morosidad  del  encargado  iuterino  del 
ministerio  de  Hacienda,  y  del  tesorero  general  en  exercicio,  sobre  no 
no  querer  socorrerme,  'ni  aun  arreglar  mis  cuentas  con  el  Grobierno, 
que  tengo  pendientes. 

El  origen  de  lbs  tres  libramientos  que  teugo  en  mi  poder  del  teso- 
rero general  D.  Victor  Soret,  y  que  juntos  formas  doscientos  noventa 
y  dos  mil  pesos  fuertes,  es  el  siguiente : 

En  el  mes  de  diciembre  de  1811  por  contrata  celebrada  con  la  junta 
superior  de  esta  ciudad,  y  aprobada  por  la  Begencia,  entre  otros  mu* 
chofl  articulos  para  el  page,  se  estipulo  que  se  me  pagarian  ochenta  y 
ocho  mil  pesos  fuertes  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  llegasen  de 
America,  y  por  cnya  cantidad  se  me  entreg6  y  tengo  en  mi  poder  el 
libramiento  del  seflor  tesorero. 

Con  fecha  de  21  de  enero  del  corriente  afio,  Uamo  particularmente 
la  atencion  de  la  comision  &  la  6poea,  sieudo  precisamente  el  tiempo 
en  que  el  Embaxador  ingles  habia  rehusado  complir  la  contrata  que 
celebro  con  esta  junta  de  C&diz  para  el  pr^stamo  de  dos  millones  de 
pesos  fuertes,  con  los  cnales  esperaba  la  junta  poder  hacer  frente  k  las 
ceceeidades  y  apuros  de  esta  plaza  y  la  Isla,  coando  el  G-obierno  es- 
panol  se  hallaba  mas  exhausto  de  recursos,  y  cuando  mas  abatidos 
estaban  los  &nimos  de  todos :  en  esta  misma  4poca  llego  la  infausta 
Doticia  de  la  p^rdida  de  Valencia,  y  en  tan  triste  situacion,  y  pocos 
dias  &ntes  que  saliese  del  ministerio  el  Sr.  Canga  Ar^iielles,  me  envio 
&  llamar,  y  pint&ndome  el  triste  estado  de  las  cosas,  me  suplico  que 
yo  me  prestase  &  hacer  a  la  nacion  el  importante  scrvicio  de  ddr  las 
bariuas  necesarias  para  el  pronto  socorro  de  las  plazas  de  Alicante  y 
Cartagena,  sin  cuyo  socorro  era  imposible  que  se  salvasen  :  me  preste 
inmediatamentea  franquear  las  harinas^siemprc  que  8.  M.  las  Cortes 
general  es  y  extraordinarias  enteradas  del  asunto  aprobascn  la  contrata : 
of'rec'i  treinta  mil  barriles  de  harina  si  eran  necesario^^,  su  valor  mas 
de  diez  millones  de  reales.  Se  cerro  la  contrata  por  doce  mil  barriles 
con  aprobacion  de  8.  M.,  segun  consta  por  oficio  del  senor  ministro  de 
Hacienda,  cuya  copia  va  acompafiando  senalada  con  el  nfim.  1*".  La 
necesidad  absoluta  en  que  se  hallaba  el  Gobierno  se  vera  por  el  oficio 
Begundo,  cuya  copia  va  seilalada  con  el  nfim.  2.''  en  que  se  prueba 
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hasta  la  evidencia  la  escasez  del  Gobierno,  7  la  flna  volantad  mia. 
Despues  de  verificada  la  entrega  se  me  mandaron  formar  I08  do8  libra- 
mientos  de  doscientos  y  cnatro  mil  pesos  faertes,  qne  son  los  qae  obran 
en  mi  poder,  pagaderos  la  mitad  de  los  primeros  candales,  7  la  mitad 
de  los  segnndos  que  llegasen  de  America :  siempre  se  me  habian  pon- 
derado  por  las  aatoridades  qne  formaron  estas  oontratas,  las  noticias 
que  tenian  de  oficio  de  la  pronta  llegada  del  navio  ingles  Estandarte 
que  habia  sido  despachado  de  Lima  para  traer  caudales  del  Bey,  7  los 
precios  de  los  generos  vendidos  eran  los^  qne  se  pagaban  corriente- 
mente  con  el  dinero  en  la  mano,  lo  que  puedo  probar  con  certificacio- 
nes  de  corredores 

Lleg6  por  fin  el  navio  Estandarte,  7  poco  6  mucho  traxo  dinero  para 
el  GK)bierno,  pero  nada  se  me  di6 :  despues  lleg6  el  bergantin  de  Y. 
M.,  el  Cazttdor,  procedente  de  la  Habana^  7  traia  cerca  de  doscientos 
mil  pesos  fuertes  para  el  Re7 :  hice  inmediatamente  yarias  representa- 
ciones,  pero  todas  infructuosas :  el  tesorero  general  se  negaba  aun  & 
darme  una  contextacion  por  escrito,  7  solo  a  raersa  de  muchas  7  repe- 
tidas  instancias  pude  sacar  de  ^1  un  oficio,  cU7a  oopia  va  seflalada  con 
el  num.  3.^:  igualmente  tuve  una  contextacion  por  escrito  del  sefior 
ministro,  cuya  copia  va  seSalada  con  el  nfim.  4.'' 

Ambos  de  estos  se&ores,  segnn  consta  por  sus  mismos  oficios,  se 
valieron  del  miserable  subterfugio  de  decir  que  los  caudales  que  ha- 
bian venido  no  provenian  sino  en  pequena  parte  de  las  rentas  de  la 
Naoion^  7  que  el  Gobierno  no  se  creia  obligado  &  pagarme  con  estos 
caudales,  ni  con  otro  dinero  alguno,  sino  el  que  viniese  registrado 
precisamente  como  rentaa  recdes,  sin  embargo  de  que  ni  la  contrata  ni 
los  mismos  libramientos,  cu7as  copias  se  acompafian  con  los  nfims.  9.* 
7  10,  no  dicen  nada  mas  sino  de  los  primeroB  caudalea  que  Uegtten  de 
America, 

For  mas  qne  instaba  al  Tesorero  general,  quien  sabia  70  positiva- 
mente  que  tenia  los  medios  de  socorrerme,  nada  he  podido  conseguir : 
es  notorio  7  publico  que  mientras  estaban  recibiendo  mis  provisiones, 
con  las  cuales  se  ha  mantenido  el  ex^ircto  que  defiende  esta  Plaza  7  la 
Isla,  desde  el  mes  de  diciembre,  sin  que  todavia  se  me  ha7an  pagado 
mas  que  veinte  7  ocho  mil  pesos  &  cuenta  de  setecientos  mil,  se  ha 
concluido  el  arreglo  por  cierta  cantidad  de  dinero  con  los  ingleses,  y 
desde  entonces  todos  los  meses,  segun  consta  por  los  mismos  estados 
de  la  Tesoreria  general,  ha  recibido  el  Sr.  Soret  de  tres  &  cuatro  mil- 
lones  de  reales,  obstin&ndose  en  no  darme  ni  un  cuarto,  7  comprando 
harinas  con  el  dinero  en  la  mano  quince  6  veinte  por  ciento  mas  caras 
de  las  que  podia  haber  ajustado  conmigo ;  todo  lo  que  puede  verse  en 
los  mismos  estados  de  la  Tesoreria,  saldando  mensualmente  todas  las 
contratas  que  ha  hecho,  resultando  que  los  viveres  comprados  en  junio 
7  Julio  estan  pagados,  los  que  70  he  entregado  muchos  meses  ftntes,  7 
en  la  epoca  mas  triste  7  con  aprobacion  de  las  C6rtes^  no  se  me  han 
satisi'echo  ni  socorrido  con  un  ochavo. 

Yo  no  me  atreveria  &  hacer  esta  expobicion  &  Y.  M.  si  los  hechos  no 
fueran  tan  publicos  7  escandaloSos,  7  si  Y.  M.  no  tuvieraen  sus  manos 
los  medios  de  averiguarlos  inmediatamente. 

Si  la  comision  desea  enterarse  de  estos  hechos,  con  solo  pedir  al 
Tesorero  general  el  estado  de  las  provisiones  compradas,  particular- 
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inent6  de  las  harinas,  desde  primero  de  enero,  ver&  Y.  M.  que  en  mn- 
chas  ocasiones  los  pages  ban  sido  adelantados,  j  que  todos  estan  regu- 
larmente  pagados,  men6s  los  que  yo  be  entregado,  los  que  ban  mante- 
nido  al  exercito  desde  diciembre  basta  abril  y  mayo,  y  desde  aquella 
£poGa  solo  be  recibido  del  Sr.  Soret  ud  pico  de  veinte  y  ocbo  mil  du- 
ros,  qued&ndo  ea  descubierto  de  lo  demas. 

Cansado  .de  reclamar  inutilmente,  y  privado  de  recurrir  a  buscar 
justicia  ante  un  tribunal,  porque  desgraciadamente  todos  estan  cerra- 
dos  cuando  uno  de  los  litigantes  es  funcionario  pfiblico  por  mas  inji^sta 
7  arbitraria  que  sea  su  conducta,  be  sufrido  con  pacieocia  esperando 
la  llegada  del  navio  de  Yera-Cruz  :  pero  para  continuar  el  giro  de  mi 
casa,  me  be  visto  forzado  &  haoer  un  convenio  con  el  C6nsul  de  S.  M. 
B.  en  esta  Plaza,  haciendo  un  dep63ito  de  barinas  por  el  valor  de 
doscientos  noventa  y  dos  mil  pesos  fuertes :  el  mismo  valor  de  los  tres 
libramientos  que  me  debia  el  Qobierno  espailol.  Antes  de  cumplirse 
el  t^rmiDO  en  que  yo  debia  pagar  esta  cantidad,  bice  cuantos  esfuerzos 
eran  posibles  con  la  Junta  de  C&diz,  con  D.  Miguel  Lobo,  como 
Comisionado  por  el  Gobierno  en  las  ultimas  contratas,  con  el  Tesorero 
general,  y  con  el  Ministro,  para  que  consiguiesen  de  la  Begencia  de 
las  Espafias  que  pidiese  al  ^r.  Embaxador  ingles  que  mandase  al  Sr. 
C6nsul  recibiese  los. tres  libramientos  en  pago  de  lo  que  yo  le  debia,  y 
que  me  libertase  mis  barinas. 

Presents  tiltimamente  al  encarpado  del  ministerio  de  Hacienda  el 
oficio  original  que  yo  babia  recibido  del  Sr.  D.  Diego  Duff,  y  en  que 
me  dice  claramente,  que  si  el  Gobierno  espafiol  se  interesase  en  el 
asunto,  que  cree  que  el  Embaxador  lo  baria  al  instante. 

A  fuerza  de  repetidas  instancias  por  mas  de  un  mes,  consegui  al  fin 
que  se  pasase  un  oficio  al  senor  Embaxador,  segun  consta  por  el  que 
me  paso  &  mi  el  ministro  de  Hacienda,  cuya  copia  acompaSo  con  el 
niim,  5.^ ;  pero  como  el  ministro  de  Estado  ignoraba  enteramente  los 
antecedentes,  paso  un  oficio'tan  seco  y  tansin  explicacion  ni  recomen- 
dacion  alguna,  que  fu6  negado,  segun  consta  por  la  copia  ndm.  6^ 

InstS  de  nuevo,  y  vi  al  seSior  ministro  de  Estado :  le  enterS  del  todo 
del  asunto,  y  me  aseguro  que  baria  todo  cuanto  dependiese  de  el ; 
pero  que  era  necesario  que  el  ministro  de  Hacienda  le  pasase  oficio, 
repitiendo  la  instancia. 

Represents  de  nuevo  mi  situacion  y  las  funestas  resultas  que  podia 
tener,  pero  basta  ahora  todo  ba  sido  infructuoso,  y  me  ha  sido  forzoRO 
recurrir  a  Y.  M. 

Presento  a  Y.  M.  una  cuenta  sefialada  con  el  num.  11,-por  lo  cual 
ver&  Y.  M.  que  me  hallo  en  el  dia  en  el  descubierto  con  el  Gobierno 
de  mas  de  catorce  millones  de  reales,  de  los  cuales  tengo  que  ir  a 
America  a  cobrar  la  milad,  y  solo  be  pedido  a  la  Begencia  que  se  in- 
terese  para  que  los  ingleses  tomen  de  su  cuenta  los  libramientos,  que 
juntos  no  forman  seis  millones  de  reales,  y  que  me  pagaen  en  tesoreria 
las  demas  dependencias  que  tengo  alii. 

£n  cuanto  a  estas  ultimas  ignoro  cual  sea  el  delito  que  yo  be  come- 
tido,  que  pueda  autorizar  al  Tesorero  a  negarme  toda  especie  de  socorro 
y  de  justicia,  y  que  a  su  antojo  pague  a  los  demas  acreedores  del  Es- 
tado. ^  Hay  alguno  por  ventura  (jue  baya  becbo  los  servicios  que  yo  a 
la  causa  de  Espafla  ?    Me  atrevo  a  decir  que  no  bay  uno  que  tenga 
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diez  mil  duros  pendientes  cod  el  Grobierao  por  compras  hecbas  desde 
aquella  ^poca,  y  se  ban  oomprado  harinas  7  provisiones  por  muchos 
niillones  desde  la  misma  ^poca,  y  todas  sin  excepcion  alguna,  habiendo 
side  contratadas  por  el  Sr.  Soret,  se  hallan  concluidas  y  solventadas. 

^,De  dodde  procede  esta  diatincion  y  esta  preferencia  decidida? 
Reuse  firmar  la  contrata  senaladacon  el  num.  7."*,  a  menos  qae  el  Gro- 
bierDo  no  se  obligase  del  modo  mas  solemne  al  arreglo  y  pago  de  la 
orden  de  Soret  sobre  Gandasegui  de  Londres,  y  al  arreglo  y  pago  de 
mis  demas  dependencias  con  la  tesoreria ;  por  cnya  razon  el  Sr«  Bo- 
manillos  puso  M  miemo  con  su  letra  estas  palabras  en  la  contrata : 
''El  Gobiemo  queda  en  la  obligacion  de  pagar  a  Meade  las  demas 
cuentas  qne  tiene  pendientes,  y  en  mandar  el  pago  de  la  carta  orden 
sobre  Londrcs,  luego  que  baya  aviso  de  no  ser  prontamente  pagada, 
substituyendo  en  su  lugar  letras  6  libramientos  sobre  cualquier  otros 
fondos  que  pueda  tener  la  Real  Hacienda  en  aqnella  Plaza." 

No  ha  habido  semana  desde  entonces  en  que  no  baya  solicitado  del 
Tesorero  general  el  cumplimiento  de  este  articalo  de  la  contrata,  y  he 
dirigido  varias  representaciones  al  Ministro  sobre  el  mismo  asunto,  y 
el  resultado  de  todo  ha  sido  el  oficio,  cuya  copia  va  sefialada  con  el 
num.  8.'',  en  el  cual  olvidandose  de  la  mas  solemne  y  mas  sagrada 
obligacion,  contraida  por  el  Gobiemo,  dice  que  si  el  pago  no  se  ha 
verificado  en  seis  meses,  entonces  el  Gobierno  lo  satisfara. 

Atribuyo  mucho  la  conducta  del  Sr.  ministro  actual  a  las  muchas 
acenciones  que  deben  rodearle,  encar^ado  del  Despacho  de  dos  minis- 
terios,  y  tambien  quizas  por  barecer  del  intimo  conocimiento  del  ramo 
de  Hacienda,  y  no  estar  persuadido  ni  enterado  de  los  accidentes,  oi 
convencido  de  que  el  honor  de  la  nacion  y  el  credito  publico  consiste 
en  cumplir  el  Gobierno  exacta  y  religiosamente  todas  las  obligaciones 
contraidas  en  su  nombre.  Pero  senor,  ^  de  cuando  aca  ha  teuido  un 
Ministro  derecho  para  deshacer  una  solempe  obligacion  contraida  por 
su  antecesor,  y  aprobada  por  la  Regencia,  porque  esta  contrata  fue 
aprobada  por  S.  A.  segun  consta  por  el  oficio  num.  11? 

Seria  demasiado  prolixo  y  molestaria  demasiado  a  Y.  M.  si  tratase  de 
recapitular  todas  las  muchas  y  fundadas  razones  que  me  asisten  en 
mis  quexas  contra  el  sefior  Ministro,  y  particularmente  contra  el  Sr. 
Tesorero  general,  quien  es  en  el  dia  la  principal  persona  encargada 
de  la  Direccion  de  las  operaciones  del  Fisco :  los  docnmentos  que  pre- 
sento  son  suficientes  para  enlerar  a  Y.  M.  de  mi  situacion  con  el  Go- 
bierno :  los  someto  respetuosamente  a  la  consideracion  de  Y.  M.  con- 
fiado  que  Y.  M.  vera  en  el  los  la  mncha  justicia  que  me  asiste,  y  no 
peimitiia  que  por  capricho  u  otra  razon  menos  delicada  quede  arru- 
inado  un  hombre,  cuyo  solo  delito  ha  sido  su  demasiada  confianza  en 
el  Gobierno,  y  en  el  honor  caracteristico  de  la  nacion  Espafi  )la,  y  en 
sus  vivos  deseos  de  coadyuvar  cuanto  ha  estado  de  su  parte  al  estable- 
cimiento  de  libertad  de  Espana.  Cadiz  a  2  de  agostode  1812. — Bicardo 
Meade, 

NoFA. — No  se  acompanan  los  documentos  mencionados  en  esta  rep- 
resentacion,  por  no  hacer  mas  voluminoso  este  impreso,  y  por  quedar 
comprobada  su  autenticidad  con  la  vista  y  examen  de  los  Sres.  Dipu- 
tados  que  componen  la  comision  especial  de  Hacienda,  y  con  la  reso- 
lucion  de  S.  M.  expedida  a  consecuencia  de  su  presentacion. 
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Advertencia. 

Al  tiempo  de  concluirse  la  impresion  de  este  manifiesto,  se  me  ha 
dirigido  de  orden  de  la  Begencia  la  contestacion  a  mi  exposicion  a  la 
ZDisma,  que  es  el  docnmento  num.  8,  cuya  contestacion  presento  al 

{)iib1ico,  como  prueba  que  rectifica  el  concepto  que  tengo  sentado  de 
08  procederes  injustos  de  la  Begencia. 

^*  La  Begencia  del  Bey  no  se  ha  enterado  del  papel  de  vmd.  de  23  de 
este  mes  ;  y  si  pudiera  lo  sacaria  del  apuro  en  que  dice  se  halla :  pero 
las  circunstancias  del  dia,  y  las  premuras  del  Erario,  no  la  per  mite  n 
variar  lo  que  ha  resuelto,  y  comunique  a  vmd.  con  la  propia  fecha 
y  la  del  20  :  lo  que  aviso  a  vmd.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  noticia  y 

fobierno."     Dios  guarde  a  vmd.  muchos  alios.     Cadiz  a  24  de  agosto 
e  1912. — Figueroa. — Sr,  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 


No.  111.— "D." 


City  oj  Philadelphia  : 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1824,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  John  Leamy, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident  in  this  city,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  declares  and  says  :  That  the  annexed  book  or  pamphlet, 
printed  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled  ''  Buina  ascandalasa  inten- 
tada  pox  la  Begencia  de  las  Espanas  Contra  Don  Bicardo  Meade," 
and.  of  which  a  translation  is  annexed,  is  the  very  identical  pamphlet 
received  by  me  from  Bichard  W.  Meade  in  the  year  1812  ;  that  it  has 
been  in  my  possession  from  that  period  till  the  present,  when  I  have, 
at  the  request  of  said  Meade,  returned  it  to  him,  and  subscribed  this 
deposition. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1824. 

WILLIAM  MILNOB, 

Alderman^ 


ScandaUms  attempt  by  the  Regency  of  Spain  to  ruin  Bichard  W.  Meade. 

There  is  nothing  so  valuable  to  a  man  of  probitv  m  his  honor,  and 
the  interest  he  has  in  proving  his  conduct  correct  when  malice  may 
wish  to  involve  him  i^  persecutions  which  appear  to  afford  just  mo- 
tives for  doubting  his  integrity. 

Finding  myself  threatened  by  an  immediate  failure,  or  at  least  a 
suspension  of  my  payments,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  publishing 
the  dreadful  history  relative  to  the  affair — a  history  that  must  shock 
the  public,  and  will  serve  to  diminish,  in  a  great  measure,  the  confi- 
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denoe  held  in  a  government  so  nnfit  and  devoid  of  probity  as  that  of 
the  existing  regency,  at  the  same  time  that  it  manifests  the  rectituie 
of  the  sovereign  Oonsress  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

By  the  docnments  ^at  I  present,  the  city  of  Cadiz,  and  particularly 
the  class  of  merchants,  will  be  convinced  of  the  deplorable  situation 
under  which  the  government  so  unjustly  places  me,  as  a  reward  for 
all  the  sacrifices  and  services  that  I  have  voluntarily  made  in  favor  of 
a  nation  whose  cause  created  in  me  as  much  enthusiasm  as  it  did  in 
the  most  patriotic  individual. 

They  will  see  how  guiltless  and  innocent  I  am  in  this  unlocked  for 
event,  and  that  it  would  stain  my  reputation  had  I  not  the  energy  to 
publish  it,  such  as  it  is. 

This  publication  will  also  serve  to  show  the  unjust  conduct  of  the 
treasurer  general,  Mr.  Victor  Soret,  his  low  subterfuges  to  frustrate 
the  intentions  of  the  sovereign  orders,  and  the  abuse  that  he  makes  of 
his  office,  preferring  on  his  own  authority  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts,  and  interfering  in  the  approval  and  disapproval  of  contracts, 
notwithstanding  the  orders  of  tne  sovereign  himself  to  the  contrary — 
a  conduct  that  cannot  do  less  than  occasion  infinite  crimes,  with  injury 
to  the  private  individual  and  notorious  discredit  to  the  government 
and  whole  nation. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  make  the  just  observations  which  my  afEsiir 
gives  rise  to  upon  the  inability  of  the  said  treasurer,  and  of  those  who 
may  aid  in  supporting  him  when  it  so  openly'destroys  the  confidence 
that  the  government  ought  to  inspire  all  its  citisens  with,  to  extricate 
them  from  the  difficulties  in  which  existing  circumstances  have  placed 
them. 

My  cause  is  that  of  every  merchant,  and  if,  from  a  stupid  indo- 
lence, my  sufierings  be  not  regarded  as  a  common  injustice,  and  public 
opinion  does  not  call  for  its  reparation,  the  Spaniards,  however  much 
they  may  glory  in  their  liberty  and  constitution,  in  reality  will  remain 
as  great  slaves  as  they  were  in  the  time  of  Oodoy^  and  continue  to 
groan  under  despotism,  as  they  have  heretofore  done. 

Sire  :  Notwithstanding  your  Majesty's  resolution  of  the  19th  instant 
to  my  representation  of  the  29th  of  July  last  and  2d  of  the  present 
month,  I  have  not  yet  experienced  any  favorable  result,  nor  do  I  ex- 
pect it,  unless  your  Majesty,  in  virtue  of  your  sovereign  resolution  and 
tlie  evident,  contempt  with  which  the  regency  wish  to  elude  it,  deign 
to  adopt  an  energetic  measure  capable  of  making  yourself  obeyed  by 
the  government,  which  is  determined  to  support  the  injustice  and  ob- 
liquity of  the  actual  treasurer  general,  Victor  Soret,  in  eluding  the 
sovereign  orders  of  your  Majesty. 

Anxious  to  contribute  all  in  my  power  to  the  happy  issue  of  the  just 
cause  of  the  Spaniards,  and  confiding  in  the  most  sacred  promises  of 
the  government,  and  even  of  your  Miyesty  himself,  I  did  not  hesitate 
in  advancing  my  property  and  credit ;  and  your  Majesty,  to  whom 
these  acts  are  known,  has  given  me  evident  proofs  of  your  gratitude 
and  of  your  love  of  justice  ;  but,  sire,  the  desire  and  positive  orders  of 
your  Majesty  are  not  sufficient  to  avoid  the  blow  which  threatens  the 
ruin  of  my  commercial  estaUishment  and  with  it  the  discredit  of  my 
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honor.  The  regency  of  the  kingdom,  insensible  to  this  rain  and  to 
what  duty  and  the  most  sacred  rights  dictate,  sustaining  with  obsti* 
naey  the  treasurer  general,  or  from  other  motives,  which  I  do  not  com- 
prehend, place  me  under  the  hard  necessity  of  again  manifesting  their 
conduct  to  your  Majesty  and  of  offering  this  exposition  to  the  j)ublic, 
in  order  to  protect  my  honor  a9  much  as  possible  by  publishing  my 
conduct  to  the  whole  world,  and  particularly  to  the  mercantile  part 
of  it,  with  whom  I  find  myself  more  intimately  connected,  and  to 
whom  in  justice  I  owe  an  irrefragable  proof  of  all  my  just  proceedings 
in  this  affair.  Having  applied  to  your  Majesty,  as  before  stated,  it 
pleased  your  Majesty,  after  the  most  mature  examination  made  by  the 
special  committee  of  finance  selected  from  your  body  of  my  represent- 
ations, to  approve  the  report  of  this  committee  and  to  communicate  to 
the  regency  the  resolution  contained  in  the  document  No  1,  herewith 
annexed. 

This  resolution  of  your  Majesty  was  not  communicated  to  me  liter- 
ally as  it  should  have  been,  as  it  appears  by  the  official  note,  dated 
20th  of  this  month,  sent  to  me  by  the  secretary  ad  interim  of  the  de- 
partment of  finance,  which  I  exhibit — No.  2.  Under  the  same  date, 
the  regency  however  ordered  the  treasurer  general  *that  ^^he  slumld 
do  aUtn  hi8  power  to  procure  me  aome  pecuniary  aaristanoe  on  account 
of  my  daims  against  the  royal  treasury^  in  order  to  prevent  my  failure; 
andthat  the  wdl  known  Spanish  integrity  should  not  ^^  Asappears 

by  document  No.  3. 

Having  received  these  official  notes  from  the  ministry,  and 
desirous  of  avoiding  a  failure,  with  its  fatal  consequences,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  sovereign  resolution  of  your  Majesty,  I  addressed  to  the 
same  ministry,  on  the  201^  and  22d  of  this  month,  the  notes  which  I 
herewith  enclose  to  your  Majesty,  marked  Nos.  4  and  6  ;  and  under 
date  of  the  said  22d,  I  also  addressed  that  marked  No.  6  to  the 
treasurer  general,  who  answered  me  on  the  23d  what  is  contained  in 
his  official  note  marked  No.  7. 

In  this  state  of  things^  apprehensive  of  the  conduct  of  the  treasurer 
general,  and  having  positive  information  that  he  was  hastening  to 
dispose  of  the  bills  upon  London  which  he  had  in  his  possession,  and 
which  bills  amounted  to  more  than  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
that  I  asked  for,  immediately,  in  order  to  avoid  my  failure,  I  had 
recourse  to  the  regency,  with  the  representation  that  I  enclose  your 
Majesty,  marked  No.  8  ;  and  after  it  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  its 
president  some  time,  I  was  answered,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  the  20th, 
by  the  deputy  of  the  department  of  finance,  in  the  manner  your 
Majesty  will  See  by  document  No.  9,  which  answer  renders  void  the 
sovereign  resolution  of  your  Majesty.  Sire,  when  acts  are  presented 
in  so  positive  a  manner,  every  observation  in  favor  of  justice  becomes 
useless. 

My  substantiated  representation  addressed  to  yonr  Majesty  on  the 
29th  of  July  and  2d  of  this  month,  and  what  I  now  expose,  verified 

*  The  regenoy,  by  ooDimunicating  such  an  inefficaciooB  order,  pretended  to  complv  with 
hat  of  the  eorteti  but  if  its  desires  had  been  really  to  that  effect,  it  would  have  adopted 
some  one  of  the  means  which  I  have  proposed ;  no  other  debt  being  more  Just,  of  longer 
standing,  more  urgenti  or  more  preferable  than  mine. 
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by  documents  of  irrefragable  dates^  which,  whilst  they  demonstrate 
the  good  faith  and  rectitude  of  your  Majesty,  more  clearly  illustrate 
the  want  of  rectitude  and  probity  of  the  regency  or  its  subalterns,  and 
its  absolute  ignorance  and  incapacity  for  public  administration,  the 
regency  appearing  to  take  a  pleasure  in  contradicting  the  orders  of 
your  Majesty,  and  of  forcing  me  to  a  bankruptcy  that  may  compromise 
the  reputation  of  Spain.  Sire,  I  find  myself  on  the  point  of  failing, 
if  your  Majesty  deigns  not  to  take  some  speedy  and  efficacious  measure, 
in  order  that  without  the  least  delay  the  regency  may  communicate 
an  order  to  the  (ayuntamiento)  municipality  of  this  city,  directing  that 
from  the  ten  millions  of  rials  with  which  they  ought  to  contribute  to 
the  public  treasury,  they  should  deliver  to  me  the  sum  of  two  millions 
of  rials  ;'the  other  dispositions  of  your  Majesty  remaining  in  their 
full  force  and  vigor  as  contained  in  your  sovereign  resolution  of  the 
9th  instant  relative  to  the  mode  of  satisfying  my  whole  claim.  In 
consideration  of  which  I  humbly  supplicate  your  Majesty  to  be  pleased 
to  order  it  accordingly. 
Cadiz,  August  24,  1812. 

P.  D« — In  case  that  the  regency  should  have  disposed  of  the  ten 
millions  of  rials  that  the  junta  of  Cadiz  ought  to  collect,  your  Majesty 
may  order  that  they  should  give  me  bills  of  the  English  government 
upon  London  out  of  those  which  the  treasurer  general  receives  monthly, 
or  that  this  sum  should  be  supplied  me  from  whatever  other  funds  the 
said  treasurer  may  have  at  his  command.  In  a  word,  sire,  if  your 
Majesty,  in  the  exercise  of  justice,  do  not  positively  order  the  treasurer 

feneral  to  deliver  to  me  two  millions  of  rials,  whether  in  bills  of  the 
Inglish  government  upon  London  or  in  cash,  your  Majesty  may  rest 
assured  toat  my  inevitable  ruin  cannot  be  avoided  ;  and  if  the  order 
be  not  very  peremptory  so  as  not  to  admit,  from  ambiguity  or  any 
other  motive,  of  any  interpretation,  I  am  sure  that  your  sovereign 
resolution  will  never  be  executed. 


No.  1. 

The  cortes  general  and  extraordinary,  in  consequence  of  the  two 
representations  from  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  merchant,  dated  29th  of 
July  last  and  2d  of  the  present  month,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  which  he  holds  against  the  national  treasury,  and  principally 
as  respects  the  payment  of  three  bills  (libramientos)  issued  in  his 
favor,  the  first,  on  the  26th  of  January  of  the  present  year,  for  the  sum 
of  eighty-eight  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  and  the  others  on  the  7th 
of  March,  each  one  for  the  sum  of  two  millions  and  forty  thousand 
rials  of  vellon,  all  arising  from  contracts  of  provisions  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  afmies,  approved  of  by  the  government,  and  princi- 
pally so  by  the  cortes  itself,  have  resolved  that  as  respects  the  said 
three  bills  (or  libramientos)  the  mode  of  payment  should  be  altered, 
giving  him  three  millions  of  rials  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties 
payable  at  this  custom-house  on  account  of  the  gold  and  silver  that 
may  arrive  in  the  first  vessels  from  America  belonging  to  private 
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individaals^  without  this  measure  preventing  the  literal  tenor  of  the 
rest  of  the  contracts  from  being  Icomplied  with  ;  and  from  the  great 
interest  which  the  nation  has  in  preserving  the  credit  of  the  cortes 
and  government,  it  has  also  resolved  that  every  possible  measure  be 
used  to  prevent  the  failure  of  Meade,  as  this  event  would  diminish  the 
reputation  of  the  probity  of  the  nation.  This  resolution  of  his  Majesty 
-was  communicated  under  date  of  19th  of  August,  1812^  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  cortes  to  the  secretary  ad  interim  o\  the  finance  department 
of  Spain. 


No.  2. 

Cadiz,  AttgTist  20,  1812. 

The  cortes  general  and  extr6U)rdinary  of  the  kingdom  having  before 
them  the  representation  of  the  29th  instant  that  you  have  presented 
to  them,  have  resolved  that  as  respects  the  three  (libramientos)  bills 
of  the  25th  of  January  and  7th  of  March  last,  for  the  sum  of  the  first 
mentioned  88,000  hard  dollars,  and  each  one  of  the  two  latter  of  two 
millions  and  forty  thousand  rials,  arising  from  contracts  of  provisions, 
to  alter  the  mode  of  payment  of  your  credit  by  giving  you  on  account 
three  millions  of  rials,  the  proceeds  of  royal  duties  that  may  arise  in 
this  custom-house  on  the  gold  and  silver  that  may  arrive  in  the  first 
vessels  from  America  belonging  to  individuals,  without  its  preventing 
the  literal  tenor  of  the  rest  of  the  contracts  from  being  fulfilled  ; 
which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  government, 
assuring  you  that  under  this  date  I  make  the  proper  communication 
to  the  sub-deleffate  of  finance  of  this  place,  in  order  that  they  may 
attend  to  its  fulfilment. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FIGUEROA. 

Richard  Mbadb,  Esq. 


No.  3. 

Cadiz,  AugtJtst  20, 1812. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary  of  the  king- 
dom, I  inform  the  treasurer  general,  under  this  date,,  that  he  must  do 
all  in  his  power  to  procure  you  some  assistance  on  account  of  the 
claims  that  you  hold  against  the  royal  treasury,  proceeding  from  con- 
tracts made  with  it,  in  order  to  prevent  you  from  failing,  and  that  the 
well-known  character  of  Spanish  probity,  so  necessary  at  the  present 
day,  should  not  suffer,  of  which  I  inform  you  by  order  of  his  highness 
for  your  own  intelligence  and  government. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FIGUEROA. 

Richard  Mbadb,  Esq. 
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No.  4. 

Oadiz,  Atigwt  20,  1812. 

Moarr  Exobllbnt  Sir:  Being  under  the  necessity  of  presenting 
myself  before  the  tribunal  of  the  consulate  of  this  city  as  a  bankrupt, 
if  the  regency  be  not  pleased  to  assist  me  with  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  whether  in  bills  of  the  English  gOTemment  on 
London,  or  an  order  for  the  said  sum  payable  in  cash  upon  the  (ayun- 
tamiento)  municipality  of  this  city,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  millions 
of  rials  that  it  has  to  receive,  with  which  I  shall  be  able  to  meet  the 
engagements  I  have  contracted  in  this  place  until  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  expected  from  America,  I  have  to  beg  your  excellency  to  be 
pleased  to  communicate  the  same  to  his  highness,  and  to  inform  me 
of  his  answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

BICHABD  MEADE. 

The  AcnNO  Sbcrbtabt 

of  the  Deparimefni  qf  Finance  o/Spain^  dtc  ,  (£c.,  dc. 


No.  6. 

Cadiz,  Auguet  22, 1812. 

Excellent  Sir  :  Under  the  date  of  day  before  yesterday  I  made  a 
representation  to  your  excellency,  in  order  that  you  would  have  the 
goodness  to  present  it  to  his  highness,  in  which  representation  I  stated 
that  I  only  waited  an  answer  to  know  whether  the  council  of  the 
regency  would  not  assist  me  with  two  millions  of  rials,  to  present 
myself  before  the  consulate  of  this  place  as  a  bankrupt. 

The  urgent  necessity  which  obliges  me  to  take  this  step  makes  me 
wait  with  patience  a  definitive  answer  ;  but  I  still  find  myself  without 
any,  and  in  such  a  situation  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  hesitate 
any  longer  in  my  resolution ;  I  only  wait  an  answer  from  his  high- 
ness, whether  favorable  or  not,  to  follow  the  path  which  honor  dictates, 
and  into  which  my  confidence  in  the  government,  excessive  to  an 
extreme,  has  precipitated  me.  His  Majesty  the  cortes  general  and 
extraordinary  of  tne  kingdom  has  remained  so  persuMed  of  the 
impracticability  of  my  continuing  my  business,  that  in  the  fulfilment 
of  its  justification  it  could  not  do  less  than  give  the  orders  of  which  I 
suppose  your  excellency  is  already  informed,  directing  that  the  regency 
should  make  an  effort  in  my  &vor  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  my  credit ; 
and  since  his  Majesty  has  had  the  goodness  to  take  so  much  interest 
in  behalf  of  my  situation,  I  have  a  right  to  suppose  that  his  highness 
could  not  but  possess  the  same  sentiments  towards  me,  in  which  case 
it  is  very  easy  for  it  to  alleviate  my  situation.  May  God  preserve 
your  excellency  many  years. 

BICHABD  MEADE. 

The  AoTiNa  Sboretary 

of  the  Department  of  Finance  of  Spain. 
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No.  6. 

Cadiz,  August  22,  1812. 

Under  date  of  the  20th  instant  the  acting  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment of  finance,  writes  me  as  follows : 

^'  By  a  resolution  of  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary  of  the 
kingdom,  I  write  under  date  to  the  treasurer  general  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  procure  you  some  assistance  on  account  of  the  claims  held  hy 
you  against  the  royal  finance,  proceeding  from  contract  made  with  it, 
in  order  to  prevent  your  failure,  and  that  the  well-known  Spanish 
probity  so  necessary  in  the  critical  circumstances  of  the  day  should 
not  suffer." 

Before  receiving  this  decree  of  his  Majesty  I  had  always  represented 
to  his  highness,  that  if  it  did  not  immediately  assist  me  with  $100,000 
in  cash,  or  in  bills  of  the  English  government  upon  London,  or  with 
an  order  upon  the  (avuntamiento)  municipality  of  this  city,  that  my 
public  failure  would  be  inevitable.  Your  grace  knows  as  well  aa  any 
one  how  delicate  a  thing  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  business  is,  and 
you  are  well  aware  how  much  my  credit  and  opinion  has  suffered  in 
the  last  few  days,  in  which  my  situation  with  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment has  prevented  me  from  fulfilling  my  most  sacred  obligations. 

After  the  resolution  of  his  Majesty  it  depends  upon  your  grace  more 
than  any  one  else  to  cause  his  intentions  to  be  fulfilled.  The  will  of 
his  Majesty  is  known,  and  the  desire  of  his  Majesty  to  see  the  contracts 
concluded  on  my  part  with  the  government  properly  fulfilled,  must 
also  be  known  from  its  making  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  to  protect 
the  national  honor,  which  the  government  has  so  much  at  heart.  I 
wish  your  grace  would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  what  are  the 
efforts  your  grace  can  make,  in  order  that  the  ideas  of  his  Majesty  may 
be  realized,  under  the  positive  assurance  that  the  ruin  which  threatens 
me  can  only  be  avoided  by  giving  me  immediately  the  above-mentioned 
sum  in  any  of  the  ways  there  specified. 

I  expect  from  your  grace  the  favor  of  an  immediate  answer  for  my 
own  government. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

RIOHABD  MEADE 

The  Treasurer  General  in  office. 


No.  7. 

OA0IZ,  August  23,  1812. 

I  have  received  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  copy, 
under  date  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  what  the  honorable  secretary 
ad  interim  of  the  department  of  finance  writes  you,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  inform  me  that  by  a  resolution  of  the  cortes  general  and 
extraordinary  of  the  kingdom  they  order  me  to  make  every  possible 
effort  to  procure  you  some  assistance  on  account  of  the  claims  proceed- 
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inff  from  contracts  which  you  hold  against  the  public  treasury.  In 
order  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  and  take  a  proper  determina- 
tion according,  to  the  state  of  the  public  treasury,  upon  your  new 
solicitude  to  which  you  refer  in  your  official  note  relative  to  the  mode 
you  indicate  of  receiving  immediately  the  $100,000  in  specie,  his 
highness  has  commanded  me  to  furnish  my  opinion  to  him,  which  I 
have  already  done ;  and,  consequently,  this  affair  depends  upon  the 
resolution  of  his  highness,  which  is  all  I  can  answer  in  reply  to  yoor 
said  letter.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 

BiCHARD  MkADB. 


No.  8. 

Oadiz,  August  23, 1812. 

Most  Seeene  Lord  :  Under  date  of  28th  of  this  month  was  com- 
municated to  me,  hy  the  order  of  your  highness,  a  decree  of  his 
Majesty  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary  of  the  kingdom,  order- 
ing that  they  should  change  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  claims  I 
hold  against  the  royal  treasury,  paying  me  three  millions  of  rials  of 
vellon,  arising  from  the  duties  on  silver  and  gold  that  may  arrive 
from  America,  and  that  the  contracts  made  with  me  should  be  fulfilled 
in  every  other  respect ;  and  also  that  every  possible  effort  should  be 
used  that  may  be  in  the  power  of  your  highness  in  order  to  prevent 
my  commercial  establishment  from  being  ruined,  and  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  Spanish  probity,  so  necessary  in  the  critical  circumstances  of 
the  day,  should  not  be  diminished.  And,  under  the  same  date,  I 
have  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  an  order  sent  to  the  treasurer 
general  by  the  minister  of  finance,  in  order  that  he  should  do  all  in 
his  power  to  procure  me  some  assistance  on  account  of  the  claims  I 
hold  against  the  royal  treasury.  In  two  official  notes  addressed  by 
me  to  your  highness,  through  the  department  of  finance,  dated  the 
20th  and  22d  of  the  present  month,  I  stated  that  in  order  to  avoid 
the  scandal  which  the'^  ruin  of  my  commercial  house  would  occasion, 
which  scandal  his  Majesty  the  cortes  wishes  so  much  to  avoid,  it  w^as 
indispensable  that  your  highness  should  assist  me  with  $100,000, 
with  which  I  could  meet  my  obligations  until  the  arrival  of  the 
property  from  America.  I  showed  your  Majesty  that  it  could  be  done 
by  the  bills  upon  London,  which  I  knew  positively  that  the  treasurer 
general  held  at  that  time,  or  by  an  order  upon  the  (ayuntamiento) 
municipality  of  this  place  on  account  of  the  ten  millions  of  rials  that 
it  has  to  collect  in  this  city. 

I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  answered ;  but  I  fear  your  highness  will 
think  you  have  done  all  that  is  sufficient  by  giving  an  order  to  the 
treasurer  general,  directing  him  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  me  ; 
but  this  is  of  no  use,  as  the  treasurer  pretends  he  nas  no  funds  ;  and, 
although  he  has  answered  me  officially  that  he  had  made  a  report  to 
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your  Majesty  respecting  my  request  of  being  assisted  with  $100,000, 
and,  consequently,  the  said  affair  depends  on  the  resolution  of  your 
highness,  I  am  informed  by  a  person  worthy  of  trust,  that  it  is  not 
his  intention  to  assist  me,  having  declared  last  evening  that  he  had 
not  the  means  of  doing  so.  Your  highness  will  therefore  permit  me 
to  speak  with  the  freedom  which  a  man  of  honor  ought  to  do,  and 
which  circumstances  have  already  made  necessary. 

Mr.  Victor  Soret,  the  actual  treasurer  in  ofBce,  is  jny  personal 
«Demy,  and  although  he  might  have  in  his  hands  every  means  of 
assisting  me,  he  will  not  do  it  with  one  cent  whilst  he  can  avoid  it. 
From  the  moment  be  entered  into  the  office  of  treasurer  he  has  done 
all  in  his  power  to  ruin  my  commercial  house,  and  this  is  proved  to 
me  by  acts  and  assertions  that  cannot  admit  of  doubt ;  one  of  them 
is  sufficient  to  convince  every  impartial  man,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
your  highness  will  remain  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  assert,  I 
am  the  only  person  who  with  his  property  has  sustained  this  import- 
ant city  and  island  for  more  than  four  months,  having  been  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year  in  advance  for  more  than  fourteen  millions  of 
rials,  not  having  been  able  to  receive,  in  all  this  time,  (a  period  of 
more  than  eight  months,)  any  more  assistance  -than  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars,  whilst  it  appears  that  during  this  time,  this  same 
gentleman  has  bought  provisions  at  prices  much  less  advantageous  to 
the  State,  and  has  even  made  some  scandalous  contracts  for  more  than 
one  million  of  dollars,  and  all,  without  any  exception,  have  been 
paid,  and  on  some  of  them  the  amount  has  even  been  advanced  and 
paid  before  due. 

I  know  verv  well  that  Mr.  Soret  has  had  the  talent  to  blind  your 
highness,  making  you  believe  that  wit^  his  private  credit  he  has 
rendered  important  services  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  know  much  to 
discover  that  this  is  entirely  false,  and  if  necessary  it  will  not  cost  me 
much  to  prove  that  no  treasurer  has  done  less  with  th^  means  he  has 
had,  and  of  which  others  were  deprived-;  one  of  the  resources  were 
the  bUls  of  exchange  upon  the  English  government,  which  he  received 
monthly  to  a  large  amount,  have  served  him  for  his  purchases  as 
effective  as  specie ;  but  notwithstanding  my  contracts  were  the  most 
sacred  made  by  the  intervention  of  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  or  the  com- 
missioners named  by  the  government,  and  even  one  of  them  by  the 
order  of  the  cortea  itself,  he  has  been  constantly  determined  not  to 
comply  with  them,  nor  assist  me.  From  whence  proceeds  this  decided 
partiality  ?  If  the  provisions  that  I  claim  had  been  consumed  before 
Mr.  Soret  had  entered  into  office,  he  might  have  alleged  that  they 
were  old  accounts,  (arrier^,)  and  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  account 
f6r  them  ;  it  is  not  so ',  all  my  present  claims  against  the  government, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity,  arise  from  provisions  com- 
menced to  be  delivered  in  the  month  of  January  of  this  year^  and 
served  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  in  the  first  four  months  of 
this  year,  during  which  said  gentleman  has  been  in  office ;  it  is  certain 
that  then  Mr.  Soret  did  not  act  in  the  double  capacity  of  minister  of 
finance  and  treasurer  general,  nor  had  he  been  permitted  to  usurp  the 
functions  of  director  general  of  provisions,  as  has  bince  been  the  case; 
and  having  become  the  collector  and  sole  distributor  of  the  public 
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funds,  his  whim  and  private  interest  have  served  him  as  a  rule  of 
proceedings. 

There  has  not  been  the  least  intervention  in,  or  control  over,  the 
numerous  purchases  he  has  made,  many  of  which,  I  again  repeat,  have 
been  scandalous,  as  is  proved  by  the  statement  of  the  general  directors 
of  the  royal  provisions,  a  branch  of  the  government  re-established  by 
your  highness  himself,  but  which  has  only  served,  as  it  does  serve  in 
the  present  day,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  provisions  bought 
by  Mr.  Soret,  notwithstanding  the  many  and  repeated  orders  of  his 
Majesty  that  the  purchases  of  provisions  should  be  made  with  all 
publicity  and  by  the  corresponding  departments. 

The  special  committee  of  finance,  to  whom  my  solicitation  waa  re- 
mitted by  his  Majesty  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary,  remained 
perfectly  convinced  that  Mr.  Soret  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  con- 
tracts made  with  me,  and  it  ordered  that,  after  haviuff  altered  the 
mode  of  payment  of  my  contracts,  your  highness  should  do  all  in  your 
power  to  assist  me.  After  such  an  order,  and  ia  consideration  of  the 
important  services  I  have  rendered  en  different  occasions,  publicly 
recognized  by  the  various  administrations  since  the  revolution,  and 
openly  aclcnowledged  and  published  to  the  world  by  his  Majesty,  I 
could  never  have  imagined  that  the  regencyof  Spain  would  permit 
that,  from  the  caprice  of  an  individual,  Ishould  remain  sacrificed  and 
ruined.  By  these  means  the  honor  of  the  nation  has  been  compro- 
mised and  the  public  credit  has  been  undermined  aud  destroyed  for 
private  views.  Neither  would  I  have  believed  it  possible  that  a  sub- 
altern would  refuse  to  comply  with  the  order  of  his  Majesty,  treating 
with  contempt  his  decrees  and  resolutions  ;  but  thus  it  will  happen  if 
your  highness  does  not  at  once  take  proper  steps  to  put  an  end  to  such 
a  scandalous  proceeding.  Mr.  Soret,  on  his  own  authority,  collects 
and  distributes  the  public  property  ;  he  alone  now  makes  the  contracts 
that  appear  most  suitable  to  him,  satisfying  their  value. 

But  tnese  contracts  must  be  those  made  privately  by  him,  and  not 
those  concluded  by  the  commissioners  of  the  government  nor  those  or- 
dered to  be  made  by  your  Majesty ;  these  do  not  merit  the  attention  of 
the  treasurer  because  they  have  been  made  publicly,  whilst  his  have 
not  left  his  desk.  Let  your  highness  demand  the  notes  of  the  pur- 
chases made  since  January,  and  your  highness  will  then  see  the  truth 
of  my  assertions ;  your  highness  possesses  the  means  of  ascertaining  it. 
All  the  contractors  have  been  paid,  and  I  alone,  from  a  blind  confi- 
dence in  the  honor  of  the  nation,  regain  unpaid  for  my  whole  amount. 

Let  your  highness  ask  for  an  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  bills 
of  exchange  received  from  the  English  government,  and  what  the 
treasurer  general  means  to  do  with  the  ten  millions  of  rials  when  he 
receives  them  from  the  (ayuntamiento)  municipality,  und  your  high- 
ness will  find  that  in  the  distribution  a  sum  of  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  rials  of  vollon  is  included  for  flour  bought  within  the  last 
month,  which  has  not  been  actually  paid  for  yet  because  iJt  has  not  been 
delivered^  whilst  he  refuses  to  assist  me  ibr  flour  and  other  provisions 
that  have  served  to  maintain  for  four  months  this  place  and  island,  and 
to  save  Alicant  and  Carthagena ;  and  thus  it  appears  I  alone  am  allowed 
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to  be  ruined  whilst  the  particalar  friends  of  Mr.  Soret  are.  punctually 
satisfied. 

I  do  not  claim  any  favors  of  your  highness  nor  of  the  treasurer 
general;  I  claim  and  demand  justice,  not  only  for  myself,  but  also  for 
the  citizens  of  Cadiz,  to  whom  I  owe  large  sums,  and  my  creditors  have 
a  right  to  call  upon  me  for  an  account  of  my  actions ;  and  I  humbly 
supplicate  and  beg  your  highness,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  for 
that  of  your  hiehness,  not  to  allow  the  event  to  take  place  of  my  pre- 
senting myself  Defore  the  consulate  to  give  an  accoiint  of  my  actions, 
because  there  will  be  published  an  exact  account  of  the  indecorous 
conduct  of  the  treasurer  general,  Mr.  Victor  Soret — a  conduct  snh- 
versive  of  every  principle  that  ought  to  be  found  in  every  individual, 
and  the  fruit  of  an  ignorance  and  stupidity  which  is  thus  capable  of 
sacrificing  to  personal  rancor  the  first  and  greatest  interests  of  its 
country.     God  preserve  your  highness  many  years.    Serene  Lord. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

His  Highness,  the  Regenct  of  the  Spains. 


No.  9. 

Cadiz,  August  23,  1812. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  desires  of  the  regency  of  tbe  kingdom  to 
manifest  to  you  the  esteem  that  your  good  services  merit,  and  to  re- 
lieve you  from  your  present  situation,  it  is  not  in  its  power  to  assist 
you  with  the  two  millions  of  rials  that  you  demand  in  your  note  of 
the  20th  of  this  month,  in  bills  of  the  English  government  on  Lon* 
don,  or  in  an  order  of  equal  sum  upon  the  (ayuntamiento)  munici- 
pality of  this  place  on  account  of  the  ten  millions  it  ought  to  collect, 
sinoe  this  sum  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  distribution  of  it  already 
made  in  objects  of  the  greatest  urgency,  and  the  treasury  has  at  th<e 
present  moment  no  bills  upon  London ;  of  which  I  inform  you,  by  order 
of  his  highness,  for  your  intelligence  and  government. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FIGUEROA. 

Mr.  RiGHABD  Mbadb. 


For  the  information  of  the  public  are  presented,  in  continuation, 
the  two  representations  made  to  his  Majesty,  the  cortes  general  and 
extraordinary,  of  which  I  make  mention  in  the  preceding  letter : 

Cadiz,  Jtdy  29, 1812. 

8iBB :  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  merchant  of  this  place,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  informs 
your  Majesty  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  revolution  of 
Spain  he  dedicated  himself  ezckisively  in  intrcnluoing  into  this  and 
other  places  of  the  kingdom  under  the  legitimate  government  provi- 
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sioDS  of  every  kind,  havioff  introduced  each  year  more  than  two  mil* 
lions  of  dollars  in  flour  and  other  provisions,  with  which  the  armies 
have  been  supplied  ;  his  advances,  on  many  occasions,  to  the  different 
governments,  since  that  epoch,  having  amounted  to  a  million  of  hard 
dollars.  At  the  present  moment  the  government  owes  him  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  current  dollars,  including  in  the  said  sum  two  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  dollars  for  flour  delivered  for  the  support 
of  the  (cities  of  Carthagena,  of  the  Levant,  and  Alicant,  which  contract 
was  made  by  the  order  and  approbation  of  the  cortes  itself,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  paid  from  the  naif  of  the  moneys  that  should  arrive  by 
the  first  and  second  vessels  from  America. 

It  is  well  known  that  if  your  supplicant  had  not  come  forward  and 
supplied  these  provisions  these  two  places  would  have  been  in  the 
greatest  danger — Valencia  having  yielded — and  the  armies  retreating 
on  the  former  places  would  not  nave  found  a  single  ration  in  either 
place.  How  could  they  have  resisted  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  ?  And 
trusting  in  so  sacred  an  approbation  as  that  of  your  Majesty,  he  did 
not  hesitate  a  single  instant  in  advancing  what  was  necessary,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  for  a  ipoment  that  the  regency  of  the'  kingdom  would 
fulfil  the  obligations  of  paying  what  it  contracted  ia  the  mode  then 
stipulated. 

Money  has  arrived — little  or  much — ^from  Lima,  and  latterly  from  the 
Havana,  but  I  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  procure  any  part  of  it ;  the 
imnister  of  finance  declaring,  in  the  first  instance,  that  the  money 
that  came  for  the  government  was  but  little ;  and,  in  the  second, 
availing  himself  of  the  miserable  subterfuge  that  the  funds  that  had 
arrived,  although  belonging  to  the  government,  were  not  the  product 
of  rents,  but  donations,  and  consequently  payments  could  not  be  made 
with  it,  notwithstanding  the  contract  says,  in  the  n&ost  positive  and 
determined  manner,  '^from  the  first  funds  that  may  arrive  from 
America,"  without  specification  of  their  origin. 

The  injury  caused  to  the  supplicant  by  the  non-fulfilment  on  the 
part  of  the  regency  of  its  most  sacred  obligations,  added  to  the  general 
confusion  of  commerce  by  the  embargo  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
dreadful  situation  of  this  place,  obliged  the  supplicant  to  have  recourse 
to  the  regency,  describing  his  situation,  and  asking  its  assistance ; 
but  seeing  by  its  answer  the  determination  it  had  taken  not  to  assist 
him,  he  proposed,  more  than  a  month  since^  to  the  regency  that  it 
should  interest  itself  on  his  behalf  with  the  English  ambassador  in 
this  place,  in  order  that,  instead  of  a  sum  that  the  supplicant  owes 
the  English  consul,  the  latter  should  receive  three  (libramientos)  bills 
from  the  treasurer  general  in  office,  Mr.  Victor  Soret,-  payable  out  of 
the  first  and  second  funds  that  ought  to  arrive  from  America,  and 
which  amounted  together  to  two  hundred  and  ninety^two  thousand 
hard  dollars. 

After  continual  and  repeated  steps,  he  obtained  that  an  order 
should  be  sent  through  the  department  of  finance  to  the  department 
of  state,  in  order  that  the  latter  should  send  an  official  note  to  the 
ambassador,  asking  him  to  accept  of  these  (libramientos)  bills  in  pay- 
ment of  what  Meade  owes  Mr.  l)uff ;  in  consequence  of  which  a  note 
was  sent  to  the  ambassador,  but  without  any  explanation  or  reoom- 
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mendation,  so  that,  viewing  the  thing  as  an  individual  application,  it 
was  refiised. 

'  The  supplicant  had  once  more  recourse  to  the  minister  ad  interim 
of  finance,  describing  to  him  the  critical  situation  of  his  commercial 
house,  and  stating  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  continue  his 
business  unless  the  government  interested  itself  in  earnest  to  obtain 
from  the  ambassador  that  he  should  accept  the  security  of  the  Sps^nish 
government  for  this  sum.  Tour  supplicant  procured  the  junta  of 
Cadiz  to  exert  itself  in  his  favor,  and  it  named  a  committee  to  call 
upon  the  minister  of  finance ;  and  he  also  interested  in  his  favor  Mr. 
Miguel  Lobo,  director  of  the  public  credit.  Under  date  of  the  26  th  of  the 
present  month  he  renewed  his  request,  declaring  the  critical  situation 
DC  found  himself  in,  and  stated  that  if  the  government  did  not  assist 
him  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  a  public  failure.  The  result  has 
been  that  the  secretary  ad  interim  of  the  depar.tment  of  finance^  Mr. 
Joseph  Vasquez  Figueroa,  has  had  the  request  in  his  possession  ever 
since,  without  having  delivered  it  until  last  night  to  the  clerk  that 
ought  to  make  an  extract  of  it. 

In  this  deplorable  situation,  and  seeing  himself  surrounded  by  diffi- 
culties, he  has  determined  to  present  himself  to  your  Majesty,  repre- 
senting his  melancholy  situation,  caused  altogether  from  the  single 
fault  of  having  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  government. 

Sire,  the  ruin  of  my  credit  and  the  failure  of  a  commercial  house 
as  extensive  as  mine  will  occasion  incalcula'ble  injury  to  the  cause  of 
Spain.^  What  wi41  the  world  say  of  a  government  that  has  counte- 
nanced such  an  act,  which  by  the  most  simple  means  could  have  been 
avoided  ?  Every  enlightened  government  does  all  in  its  power  to 
sustain  its  great  commercial  establishments,  without  ever  having  any 
direct  relation  with  them ;  and  what  will  be  said  of  a  government 
that,  owing  an  individual  a  million  of  dollars^  refuses  to  assist  him, 
or  take  a  single  step  by  which  he  may  be  assisted,  with  considerably 
less  than  the  half  of  what  the  government  owes  him,  by  coniin^  under 
an  obligation  to  pay  the  English  ambassador  a  small  part  of  what  the 
government  is  obliged  to  pay  to  Meade.  Sire,  if  your  Majesty  deign 
not  to  interest  yourself  in  this  affair,  my  commercial  establishment 
will  make  a  public  failure.  It  will  cause  a  scandal  through  the  civil- 
ized world,  and  it  will  cause  a  general  disorder  in  the  commerce  of 
Cadiz ;  because,  Sire,  it  will  occasion  many  other  failures.  Your 
Majesty  himself  is  compromised,  because  I  exact  the  fulfilment  of 
but  one  contract,  and  that  has  been  made  by  the  order  and  particular 
knowledge  of  your  Majesty.  In  consideration  of  what  I  have  said, 
and  under  the  most  solemn  oath  that  I  have  not  exceeded  the  truth  in 
one  word,  and  making  myself  personally  responsible,  I  humbly  sup- 
plicate your  Majesty  that  you  will  cause  to  be  nominated  a  committee, 
in  order  that,  it  may  inform  itself  of  the  facts,  and  make  a  report 
within  a  specified  number  of  hours ;  and  if  what  I  have  represented 
proves  true,  that  you  should  order  the  regency  to  assist  me  immedi- 
ately, or  take  the  necessary  steps  with  the  English  ambassador.  Thus 
I  hope  it. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 
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SiBB :  Your  Miyesty  having  deigned  to  take  into  yonr  consideratioii 
the  memorial  that  I  had  the  honor  to  present  yon,  by  referring  it  to 
the  special  committee  of  finance,  in  order  that,  with  a  due  examina- 
tion of  the  documents,  they  might  make  a  report  on  the  subject,  I 
have  thought  proper  to  inform  the  committee  of  the  particulars  of  mj 
situation  with  the  government,  and  of  my  well-founded  complaints  of 
the  tardiness  of  the  secretary  ad  inierim  of  the  department  of  fi- 
nance, and  of  the  treasurer  general  in  office,  not  wishing  to  assist 
me,  nor  even  to  liquidate  my  other  accounts  with  the  government  that 
are  pending. 

The  origyi  of  the  three  (libramientos)  bills  that  I  have  in  my  pos- 
session from  the  treasurer  general,  Mr.  Victor  Soret,  which  amount 
to  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  hard  dollars,  is  the  following: 
In  the  month  of  December,  1811,  by  a  contract  made  with  the  superior 
junta  of  this  city,  and  approved  of  by  the  regency,  among  other  con-- 
ditions  for  the  payment,  it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  pay  eighty- 
eight  thousand  hard  dollars  from  the  first  funds  that  should  arrive 
from  any  port  of  America,  and  for  which  sum  they  gave  me,  and  I 
have  still  in  mv  possession,  the  (libramientos)  bills  of  the  treasurer. 

Under  date  oi  the  2l8t  of  January  of  the  present  year,  f  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  particularly  to  this  epoch,  it  beinff  pre- 
cisely the  time  when  the  English  ambassader  had  refused  to  fulfill  the 
contract  made  by  him  with  the  junta  of  Cadiz  for  the  loan  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  with  which  |;he  junta  expected  to  be  able  to  meet 
the  necessities  and  difficulties  of  this  place  and  island,  when  the  minds 
of  all  were  most  depressed,  and  the  resources  of  the  government  of 
Spain  were  exhausted ;  at  this  moment  we  received  the  unfortunate 
news  of  the  loss  of  Valencia,  and  in  this  melancholy  situation,  a  few 
days  before  Mr.  Canga  Arguelles  went  out  of  office,  he  sent  for  me, 
and  describing  to. me  the  dreadful  state  of  things,  begged  me  to  come 
forward  and  do  the  nation  the  important  service  of  giving  the  neces- 
sary flour  for  the  speedy  succor  of  the  cities,  of  Alicant  and  Cartha- 
fena,  without  whicn  succor  it  was  impossible  they  could  be. saved, 
came  forward  immediately  and  offered  to  furnish  the  flour,  provided 
his  Majesty,  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary,  being  informed  of 
the  affair,  should  approve  the  contract.     I  offered  thirty  thousand 
barrels  of  flour,  if  it  were  necessary,  their  value  being  more  than  half 
a  million  of  dollars.     The  contract  was  concluded,  however,  for  only 
twelve  thousand  barrels,  with  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  official  note  of  the  minister  of  finance,  a  copy  of  which 
IS  annexed,  marked  No.  1. 

The  absolute  necessity  in  which  the  government  found  itself  will 
be  seen  by  the  second  official  note,  marked  No.  2,  and  herewith  an- 
nexed, which  proves  beyond  a  doubt  the  small  means  at  that  moment 
of  the  government,  and  my  own  generous  disposition.  After  having 
completed  the  delivery  of  the  flour,  I  had  given  to  me  two  (librami- 
entos) bills  of  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  hard  dollars,  which 
are  those  that  I  have  in  my  possession,  half  to  be  paid  out  of  the  first 
funds  that  should  arrive  from  America,  and  the  other  half  from  the 
second  arrivals.  The  authorities  who  formed  these  contracts  exag- 
gerated to  me  the  official  information  which  they  stated  that  they  had 
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of  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  English  ship,  the  Standart,  that  had  heen 
despatched  from  Lima  to  hring  fands  to  the  King ;  and  the  prices  at 
which  the  flonr  was  sold  were  the  same  as  cash,  at  which  they  were 
selling  currently  in  this  city  for  ready  money ,*which  I  can  prove  by 
certificates  from'the  public  sworn  brokers. 

At  leifgth  th^  ship  Standart  arrived,  and  whether  tittle  or  much, 
it  brought  money  for  the  government,  but  it  gave  me  nothing.  After- 
wards your  Majesty's  brig,  the  Oazador,  arrived  from  the  Havana,  and 
brought  near  two  hundred  thousand  hard  dollars  for  the  King.  I  im- 
mediately made  various  representations,  but  all  were  fruitless ;  the 
treasurer  general  refused  even  to  give  me  an  answer'  in  writing,  and 
I  could  only,  by  dint  of  many  and  repeated  apnlications,  draw  from 
him  the  official  letter  here  annexed,  marked  No.  3.  I  also  had  an 
answer,  in  writing,  from  the  minister,  a  oopy  of  which  is  here  an- 
nexed, marked  No.  4. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen,  as  appears  by  their  official  notes,  availed 
themselves  of  the  miserable  subterfuge  of  saying  that  the  funds  that 
had  arrived  did  not  arise,  but  in  a  amaU  part,  from  the  rents  of  the 
ncUion^  and  that  the  government  did  not  think  itself  obliged  to  pay 
me  with  these  funds,  nor  with  any  other  money  but  what  was  exactly 
registered  as  ^^  royal  revenues,"  notwithstanding  that  the  contract, 
and  even  the  (libramientos)  bills,  copies  of  which  are  annexed, 
marked  Nos.  9  and  10,  only  say  *^from  the  first  funds  thai  may  arrive 
from  America,"  However  much  I  have  urged  the  treasurer  general, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  anything,  though  I  positively  know 
that  he  has  the  means  of  assisting  me.  It  is  notorious  and  public, 
that  whilst  they  were  receiving  my  provisions,  with  which  the  army 
that  defends  this  city  and  island  nave  been  maintained  since  the 
month  of  December^  without  their  having  paid  me  more  than  twenty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  seven  hundred  thousand,  they 
have  concluded  a  contract  with  the  English  government  for  a  certain 
quantity  of  money,  and  since  then,  every  month,  as  appears  by  the 
statements  of  the  general  treasury,  Mr.  Soret  has  received  from  three 
to  four  millions  of  rials,  persisting,  however,  in  not  giving  me  a 
single  cent,  and  buying  flour  with  ready  money  at  16  or  20  per  cent, 
greater  price  than  had  been  agreed  on  with  me.  All  of  which  may 
be  seen  by  actual  statement  of  the  treasury  closing  every  month  the 
contracts  that  it  has  made,  the  result  of  which  is,  that  the  provisions 
bought  in  June  and  July  are  already  paid  for,  and  those  which  I  de- 
livered many  months  before,  and  in  the  most  unfortunate  period,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Cortes'^  have  not  been  paid  for,  nor  I  as- 
fdsted  with  one  cent. 

I  would  not  dare  to  make  this  representation  to  your  Majesty  if  the 
facts  were  not  so  public  and  scandalous,  and  if  your  Majesty  had  not 
in  your  power  the  mean?  of  ascertaining  the  truth  thereof  imme- 
diately. 

If  the  committee  wish  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these 
fiacts,  by  only  asking  the  treasurer  general  for  a  statement,  particu- 
larly of  flour  bought  since  January  first, 'your  Majesty  will  see  that 
on  many  occasions  the  payments  have  been  made  in  advance,  and 
that  all  have  been  regularly  paid  except  what  I  have  delivered,  and 
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that  mine  haa  served  to  maintain  the  army  from  the  month  of  De- 
cember to  April  and  May  ;  and  from  that  epoch  I  have  only  received 
the  trifling  sum  of  twenty-eight  tliousand  dollars,  remaining  unpaid 
for  the  rest.  • 

Tired  of  claiming  uselessly ,  and  deprived  of  the  resource  of  seeking 
justice  before  a  tribunal,  because  unfortunately  all  the  tribunals  are 
cloWd  when  one  of  the  parties  is  a  public  officer. 

However  unjust  and  arbitrary  his  conduct  may  be,  I  have  suffered 
with  patience  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  from  Vera  Cruz ; 
but  to  continue  my  business  I  was  obliged  to  make  an  agreement  with 
the  consul  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  making  a  deposit  of  flour  for  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  dollars,  the  same 
amount  as  the  three  bills  which  the  Spanish  government  owed  me; 
Before  this  sum  was  due^  that  is,  the  period  at  which  I  had  stipulated 
to  pay  it,  I  tried  all  in  my  power  with  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  with  M. 
Miguel  Lobo,  as  commissioner  of  the  government  in  the  last  contracts, 
with  the  treasurer  general,  and  with  the  minister,  in  order  that  they 
should  obtain  from  the  regency  of  Spain  that  it  should  ask  the  English 
ambassador  to  direct  the  consul  to  receive  the  three  (litramientos) 
bills  in  payment  of  what  I  owed  him^  and  to  release  the  flour  I  had 
deposited  with  him. 

I  presented  latterly  to  the  acting  secretary  of  finance  the  original 
official  note  which  I  received  from  Mr.  James  Duff,  wherein  he  very 
plainly  tells  me  that  if  the  Spanish  government  would  interest  itself 
in  the  business  he  believes  the  ambassador  would  consent  to  the 
arrangement  immediately. 

By  dint  of  repeated  applications  for  more  than  a  month,  I  obtained 
I'rom  them  that  they  should  send  an  official  note  to  the  ambassador, 
as  appears  by  the  one  sent  me  by  the  minister  of  finance,  copy  of 
which  I  here  annex  marked  No.  6. 

But  as  the  minister  of  state  was  wlioUy  ignorant  of  what  had  pre- 
viously passed  he  sent  an  official  note  so  little  explanatory  and  with- 
out recommending  the  affair  that  it  was  refused,  as  appears  by  No.'  6. 
I  made  a  new  application  ;  I  went  to  see  the  minister  of  state ;  I 
informed  him  of  the  whole  affair,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  would  do 
all  that  depended  on  him,  but  that  it  was  necessary  the  minister  of 
finance  should  pass  another  note  to  him  renewing  the  application. 

I  again  represented  my  situation  and  the  fatal  consequences  it  would 
have,  but  as  yet  all  has  been  useless,  and  I  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  addressing  myself  to  your  Majesty. 

I  present  to  your  Majesty  an  account  marked  No.  11,  by  which  your 
Majesty  will  see  that  I  am  at  the  present  day  a  creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment ior  more  than  fourteen  millions  of  reals,  to  collect  the  half  of 
which  I  have  to  ^o  to  America,  and  I  only  have  asked  from  the  regency 
to  interest  kself  in  order  that  the  English  consul  may  take  on  his  own 
account  the  three  (litramientos)  that  altogether  do  not  amount  to  six 
millions  of  rials,  and  that  they  should  pay  me  out  of  the  treasury  the 
balance  of  the  claims  there  pending  in  it.  With  respect  to  these  last, 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  crime  I  have  committed  that  could  authorize  the 
treasurer  to  deny  me  every  kind  of  assistance  and  justice^  while  at  his 
caprice  he  pays  the  rest  of  the  creditors  of  the  State. 
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Is  there  any  one,  I  ask,  who  has  done  as  mnch  for  the  oanse  of 
Spain  as  I  have  ?  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  say  that  there  is  no  one 
wno  has  ten  thonsand  dollars  pending  with  the  government  for  pur- 
chases made  sinee  the  date  of  my  last  contracts,  yet  flour  and  provi- 
sions have  heen  hought  to  the  amount  of  many  millions  since  then, 
and  all  without  any  exception  having  heen  contracted  for  by  Mr.  Soret 
have  been  concluded  and  paid.  From  whence  proceeds  tbis  distinc- 
tion and  decided  preference  ?  I  refused  to  sign  the  contract  marked 
No.  7  unless  the  govornment  would  pledge  and  bind  itself  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  to  comply  with  the  agreement  and  payment  of  the 
orders  of  Soret  upon  Gandasequi,  of  London,  and  should  arrange  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  of  my  claims  against  the  treasury,  for 
which  reason  Mr.  Romanillos  put  in  his  own  handwriting  these  words 
in  the  contract :  ^^The  government  remain  under  the  obligation  of 
paying  to  Meade  the  rest  of  his  claims  that  are  pending,  and  of  order- 
ing the  payment  of  the  letters  of  credit  upon  London  as  soon  as  it  is 
informed  of  its  not  being  speedily  paid,  substituting  in  its  stead  bills 
or  litramientos  upon  whatever  funds  the  royal  treasury  may  hold  in 
that  place. "  Since  then  not  a*  week  has  elapsed  that  I  have  not  solicited 
the  treasurer  general  to  fulfill  this  article  of  the  contract,  and  have 
directed  various  representations  to  the  minister  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  the  result  of  this  has  been  the  official  note  marked  No.  8,  in 
which,  forgetting  the  most  sacred  and  solemn  obligation  contracted 
by  the  government,  he  says  that  if  the  payment  is  not  realized  within 
six  months,  then  the  government  will  then  satisfy  it. 

I  attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  the  conduct  of  the  minister  in  office 
to  the  many  occupations  that  surround  him,  having  under  his  care 
two  departments,  and  perhaps  also  because  he  is  not  yet  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  department  of  finance,  and  is  not 
aware  or  informed  of  the  circumstances,  nor  convinced  that  the  honor 
of  the  nation  and  public  credit  consist  in  the  exact  and  religious  ful- 
fillment on  the  part  of  the  government  of  all  the  engagements  con- 
tracted in  its  name*  But,  sire,  when  has  a  minister  had  the  right  to 
annul  a  solemn  engagement  contracted  by  his  predecessor  and  app]:oved 
of  by  the  regency  ?  Because  that  contract  was  approved  of  by  his 
highness  as  appears  by  the  official  note  No.  11. 

I  should  be  too  tedious  and  troublesome  to  your  Majesty,  if  I  were 
to  recapitulate  the  numerous  and  well  founded  reasons  that  I  have  for 
complaining  against  the  ministerj  and  more  particularly  against  the 
treasurer  general,  who  is  at  present  the  prmcipal  person  charged 
with  the  direction  of  the  operations  of  the  Fisc.  The  documents 
which  I  present  are  sufficient  to  make  your  Majesty  acquainted  with 
my  situation  with  regard  to  the  government.  I  respectfully  submit 
them  all  to  the  consideration  of  your  Majesty,  trtisting  that  your  Ma- 
jesty will  percieve  the  justice  that  is  on  my  side,  and  will  not  permit 
that  from  caprice  or  any  other  less  delicate  motive,  a  man  should  be 
ruined^  whose  only  crime  has  been  too  great  a  confidence  in  the  gov- 
ernment, ^nd  in  the  characteristic  honor  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and 
his  earnest  desires  to  assist  all  in  his  power  towards  the  establishment 
of  Spanish  liberty.    Oadiz,  2d  of  August,.  1812. 

BIOHABD  M£AD£. 
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NoTB. — ^The  docaments  mentioned  in  this  representation  are  not 
here  annexed,  in  order  not  to  make  the  pamphlet  too  volnminous, 
and  becanse  their  authenticity  is  established  dj  the  examination  of 
them  by  the  deputies  who  composed  the  special  committee  of  finance, 
and  by  the  resolution  of  his  Majesty,  issued  in  consequence  of  the 
presentation  of  said  documents. 

Note. — At  th&  time  of  the  printing  of  this  pamphlet  was  finiBhed, 
by  order  of  the  regency  was  sent  me  the  answer  to  my  representation 
addressed  to  it,  which  forms  document  No.  8,  and  said  answer  I  pre- 
sent to  the  public  as  a  proof  that  rectifies  the  opinion  I  have  expressed 
respecting  the  unjust  proceedings  of  the  regency. 

* '  The  regency  of  tne  kingdom  has  considered  your  memorial  of 
the  23d  of  this  month,  and  if  it  were  in  its  power  it  would  extricate 
you  from  your  difficulties  ;  but  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  times 
and  the  narrow  means  of  the  treasury,  do  not  allow  it  to  change  what 
it  resolved,  and  I  communicated  it  to  you  under  the  same  date  and 
under  that  of  the  20th,  of  which  I  inform  you  now  by  order  of  his 
highness,  for  your  own  government."    God  preserve  you  many, years. 

FIGUEROA. 

Mr.  BicHAiti)  Mbade. 

CiiT  OF  Philadelphia,  sa : 

On  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  before  me  the  snbscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  Felix  Merino,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  professor  of  the  Spanish  language  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  established  in  this  city,  who  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
clares and  says,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  literal  translation  of  the 
annexed  printed  book  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled,  '^  Ruioa 
escandalosa,  Intentoda  por  la  Begencia  de  los  Espa&as  contra  D.  Ri- 
cardo  Meade." 

FELIX  MERINO. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed ^he  day  and  year  above  written. 

JAMES  N.  BARKER, 

Alderman. 


No.  111.— E. 


Expoeidan  presentada  a  la  regenoia  dd  reyno  por  d  secretarto  de 
eatado  y  del  despacho  de  marina  e  interino  dd  de  hacienda  Don  Joae 
Vazquez  Figueroa,  en  virtud  dd  manifiestopublicado  por  Bon  Bicardo 
Meade. 

Serenisiho  Ssf^OR :  ^'Nada  hay  tan  apreciable  para  el  hombre  de 
probidad  como  su  honor  y  el  interes  de  acreditar  su  recto  proceder, 
quando  la  malignidad  pretende  envolverle  en  medio  de  persecucionee 
que  pueden  dar  jostos  motivos  para  dudar  de  su  buena  opinion.'' 
Con  estas  mismas  palabras  da  prinbipio  D.  Ricardo  Meade  al  papel 
que  acaba  de  publicar  en  descr6dito  de  Y.  A.  y  conofensa  de  la  verdad: 
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y  de  ellas  mismas  me  valgo  para  sincerar  la  opinion  7  baen  nombre 
del  Gk)bierno  y  el  miQ,  injustamente  ofendidos  por  el. 

^  Cionfieso  a  Y.  A.  que  me  es  muy  sensible  haber  de  llamar  su  atencion, 
distrayendoTe  de  los  graves  negocios  en  que  est4  ocupado ;  pero  estoy 
en  el  caso  para  llenar  el  objeto  de  hacer  una  relacion  de  las  contratas 
de  Meade,  y  de  raaniiestar  la  exactitud  en  el  complimiento  de  sus 
condiciones,  y  los  oficios  practicados  para  sacarle  de  los  apuros  en  que 
dice  se  halla. 

En  19  de  Noviembre  de  1811  se  previno  al  Tesorero  general  por 
mi  antecesor  D.  Jose  Canga  Argiielles,  que  para  tomar  las  providen- 
cias  convenientes  al  pago  del  credito  de  este  interesado,  lo  liquidase, 
con  expresion  de  las  contratas  de  que  dimanaba,  lo  que  executo ; 
resultando  de  su  exposicion,  que  las  contratas  aprobadas  en  11  de 
Mayo  y  19  de  Agosto  del  mismo  alio,  con  inclusion  de  varies  gastos 
que  habia  suplido  Meade,  ascendian  a  diez  y  seis  millones  tresciehtos 
veinte  y  tres  mil  setecientos  sesenta  y  seis  reales  y  veiute  y  ocho  mara- 
vedises,  de  los  que  habia  recibidb  trece  millones  novecientos  ochenta  y 
siet'O  mil  quinientos  treinta  y  nueve  reales  y  medio  maravedises ; 
rest&ndole  por  consiguiente  en  aquella  fecha  de  dos  el  d^bito  millones 
trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  y  ooho 
y  medio  maravedi^. 

Para  su  pago  se  destine  el  credito  que  tiene  el  Erario  contra  la  casa 
de  Beid  Ivmg,  de  Londres,  segun  resolucion  de  24  del  citado  Noviem- 
bre, expidiSndose  para  su  cumplimiento  por  el  mismo  Canga  las  drdenes 
correspondientes  de  acuerdo  con  el  interesado. 

Este  pidio  despues  se  generalizase  la  providencia  anterior  &  todos 
los  cr6dito8  que  tuviese  el  Estado  en  aquella  Corte ;  y  aunque  se 
accedio  a  su  suplica  en  Enero  de  1812,  no  se  previno  su  cumplimiento  al 
Gomisionado  en  ella,  por  los  perjuicios  que  en  su  conscuencia  expuso 
el  Tesorero  general  se  seguirian  de  semejante  ampliacion  ,  mand&ndose 
en  16  de  Abril  del  propio  ano  por  drden  comuuicada  por  el  Sr.  D. 
Antonio  Banz  Bomanillos  se  observase  lo  que  se  habia  dispuesto  en 
24  de  Noviembre,  con  la  responsabilidad  del  reintegro  a  dicho  comi- 
fiionado,  sr  efectivamente  hubiese  hecho  uso  de  esta  segunda  provi- 
dencia, que  por  certificacion  le  habia  hecho  saber  Meade,  y  no  el  indivi- 
duo  de  la  Hacienda  publica  autorizado  para  este  clase  de  operaciones, 
que  es  el  Tesorero  general. 

Gonforme  k  lo  convenido  en  la  contrata  de  19  de  Diciembre  del 
mismo  ailo,  se  mando  pagarle  ochenta  y  ocho  mil  pesos  iuertes  de  su 
importe  con  los  primeros  caudales  que  viniesen  de  las  oaxas  de  Nueva 
Dspafia  6  del  Perti ;  &  cuyo  fin  se  expidio  en  25  de  Enero  siguiente  el 
oorrespondiente  libramiento  a  i'avor  de  la  junta  de  esta  plaza  y 
provincia. 

Se  executo  lo  mismo  con  dorcientos  quatro  mil  pesos  fuertes  &  que 
asciende  la  contrata  de  21  de  Enero  ultimo ;  aunque  con  la  circun- 
Btancia  de  que  segun  las  condiciones  estipuladas  en  ella,  la  mitad  de 
eBta  suma  habia  de  satisfacerse  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  viniesen 
de  America,  y  el  resto  de  los  segundos ;  de  mode  que  unidas  estas 
partidas  a  la  anterifir,  resulta  que  con  aquellos  han  de  satisfacerse 
ciento  noventa  mil  pesos  fuertes,  y  con  estos  ciento  dos  mil. 

El  Gobierno,  con  el  deseo  de  cubrir  ambas  sumas  sin  esperar  &  las 
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epocas  efitipnladas^  respecto  los  apnros  en  qne  Meade  decia  se  ballaba, 
previno  por  mi  condncto  al  Secretario  interino  del  Deepacho  de  Batado 
en  11  de  Julio  oficiase  al  Sr.  Embaxador  de  S.  M.  6^.  para  que  el 
G6nflal  de  la  mitma  nacion  le  admitiera  los  citados  libramieatos  en 
lagar  de  las  harinas  con  qae  se  constltuyd  responsable  al  page  de 
igual  cantidad  ;  cuya  mediacion  oficial  se  repitio  en  4  de  Agosto  por  no 
haber  aooedido  &  ella  el  Sr.  Embaxador  la  primera  viz. 

Observo  el  Q-obierno  ignal  escrnpulosidad  en  el  cumplimi^nto  de  la 
contrata  celebrada  con  Meade  en  27  de  Febrero  proximo  anterior,  pnes 
ademas  de  habersele  expedido  en  11  de  Marzo  siguiente  las  letras 
oonvenidas  en  ellas  sobre  las  caxas  de  Veira  Gruz^  para  donde  salio  ja 
nn  buqne  ingles  a  recoger  sa  importe,  se  acordio  en  27  de  Mayo 
61timo  que  se  la  pe^ase  en  31  del  mismo  por  el  Tesorero  general,  como 
se  verified^  la  cantidad  qne  se  le  restase  para  el  complete  del  importe 
de  dichik  oontrata. 

Asi  quedan  exactamente  camplidas  las  condiciones  de  todas,  y  por 
consiguiente  infundadas  las  reclamaciones  y  quejas  de  Meade ;  pues 
los  caudales  que  Tinieron  dd  America  en  el  naWo  ingles  Estandarte,  y 
bergantin  espanol  Cazador,  y  de  que  dice  no  se  ha  hecho  nso  en  favor 
Buyo,  eran  unos ;  esto  es,  cincuenta  y  qnatro  mil  cincuenta  y  siete 
pesos  fViertes,  tres  y  medio  reales  plata,  por  donatives  de  particulares, 
con  el  precise  objeto  de  emplearlos  en  la  subsistencia  de  las  tropas  ;  y 
era  de  temer  se  debilitase  el  entnsiasmo  de  aquellos  patriotas,  si  tnvie- 
sen  ndticia  de  que  se  les  habia  dado  otro  destine,  qual  seria  el  de  pagar 
4  acreedores.  En  una  palabra,  hubiera  side  invertir  el  Gobiemo  este 
diDero  en  otro  objeto,  que  ni  podia  ni  debia  contra  la  voluntad  de  los 
donantes. 

Tampoco  puede  considerar  Meade  como  caudales  destinados  a)  page 
de  BUS  ultimas  oontratas  los  otros  hasta  el  total  liquido  de  cincoenta  j 
nueve  mil  ciento  setenta  y  nueve  pesos  fuertes  y  siete  y  medio  reales 
plata  entrados  en  Tesoreria  general,  pertenecientes  &  la  Orden  de  C&rlos 
III,  Correos,  Cruzada,  Deposito  Hidrografico  y  otras  dependencias ; 
pues  ademas  de  tener  sus  peculiares  asignaciones,  qaales  eran  entonoes 
las  de  sus  respectivos  ramos,  y  en  el  dia  de  provisiones,  se  apodero  de 
ellos  el  Tesorero  general  por  6rden  de  la  liegencia,  a  que  se  vi6  pre- 
cisada  aun  en  prejuicio  de  los  objetos  &  que  estaban  destinados,  para 
ocurrir  &  necesidades  urgentisimas,  y  que  no  admitian  la  menor 
demoru ;  pero  aun  quando  se  hubiesen  destinado  estos  prodoctos  al 
page  de  acreedores,  seria  muy  corto  el  auxilio  que  conseguiria  Meade 
con  ellos,  respecto  ft  que,  como  era  justo  y  precise,  deberia  pagarse 
tambien  &  otros  que  se  hallaban  en  igual  case,  y  con  el  mismo  derecbo  ; 
tales  eran  el  Consulado  de  esta  Plaza  por  el  tercio  del  pr6stamo  de 
quince  millones  de  reales  de  que  habia  entregado  ya  en  Noviembrc 
dltimo  trfece  millones  quinientos  noventa  y  echo  mil  setedentos  sesenta 
y  siete  reales  y  veinte  y  echo  maravedises  ;  la  Junta  Provincial  de  la 
misma  por  valor  dfe  seiscientos  veinte  y  tres  mil  ciento  setenta  y  cinco 
reales  y  veinte  y  echo  maravedises,  y  Don  Diego  Waldrop  por  el  de 
trescientos  treinta  y  cinco  mil  reales  por  importe  de  mil  barriles  de 
harinas  ;  de  cuyas  incidenciifts,  como  de  la  ex&ctitud  en  el  cumplimiento 
de  las.  condiciones  de  las  contratas,  he  enterado  &  la  comision  especial 
de  Hacienda  las  tres  veces  que  asisti  a  ella  con  el  Tesorero  general ; 
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qftiedando  esta,  en  el  concepto  de  ambo8,muy  satisfechar  del  sistema  y 
orden  que  se  babia  observado  en  el  asunto.  Todo  resulta  de  los  expe- 
dientes  qae  originales  acompano. 

No  es  de  la  inspeccion  del  Ministerio  de  Haci^nda^  qae  ha  side  de 
mi  interino  cargo^  averiguar  los  resentimientos  personales  que  hubiese 
entre  el  Tesorero  general  D.  Victor  8oret  7  Meade.  Solo  debio  ocaparse 
en  examinar  la  conducta  de  aquel,  j  si  son  6  no  justas  las  reclamaciones 
de  este,  acerca  de  las  quales  dexo  expnesto  a  V.  A.  lo  suficiente  para 
hacer  manifiesta  la  mola  fe  de  Meade^  y  deseos  de  alucinar  a  los  que 
no  tienen  a  la  vista  documentos  que  los  desengenen. 

Las  operaciones  de  Soret  se  presentan  hasta  ahora  baxo  un  aspecto 
de  probidad  y  desinteres,  pues  en  todas  aparece  un  deseo  del  acierto,  y 
de  atender  con  preferencia  a  los  objetos  que  no  admiten  demora. 

Las  contratas  que  ha  celebrado  desde  Enero  fueron  por  medio  de 
corredor,  segun  practica ;  y  si  ha  hecho  algupa  sin  este  requisite 
aborro  los  derechos  de  aquel,  sin  haberse  aumentado  en  ellas  los  pre- 
cios  con  respecto  a  las  demas^  segun  resulta  de  las  mismas  ;  y  se  ha 
visto  en  la  precision  de  satisfacer  su  importecon  las  letrasdel  Gobierno 
Ingles  y'otros  arbitrios  para  proporcionar  acopios  ;  lo  que  no  habria 
conseguido  si  hubiese  faltado  a  la  buena  fe  en  esto  contratos  con  grave 
mengua  del  cr^dito  del  G-obierno. 

Sin  embargo  de  estas  consideraciones,  mi  delicadeza  e  imparcialidad 
en  el  servicio  me  estimularon  al  dar  cuenta  &  la  Re^encia  del  Beyno 
de  la  exposicion  de  Meade  de  23  de  este  mes,  que  inserta  en  su  mani- 
fiesto,  a  proponerle  se  hiciesen  al  Tesorero  general  los  cargos  que  le 
resultan  en  ella ;  pero  como  en  el  concepto  de  Y.  A.  no  apareciese  el 
menor  rezelo  de  malversacion,  antes  bien  un  exacto  cumplimiento  de 
las  repetidas  ordenes  verbales  que  le  habia  dado  para  el  socorro  de  las 
tropas  y  otras  objetos  en  los  mayores  apuros,  tuvo  por  conveniente, 
prescindiendo  de  mi  indicacion,  limitarse  &  mandar  en  21  de  Agosto  se 
hiciese  saber  &  Meade  que  las  circunstancias  no  permitian  variar  lo 
resuelto  &  consecuencia  de  lo  acordado  por  S.  M.  en  19  del  mismo, 
como  resulta  del  oficio  original,  y  de  las  minutas  de  las  drdenes  que  se 
comunicaron  para  su  cumplimiento  ;  siendo  muy  extrano  se  queje  el  D. 
Kicardo  Meade  de  que  no  le  traslad^  la  resolucion  de  S.  M.,  quando 
debiera  mostrar  su  gratitud  por  el  metodo  que  adopts  para  mejorar  su 
Buerte,  y  si^carle  con  honor  de  sus  apuros. 

La  resolucion  que  se  cita  comprehende  dos  extremes,  uno  para  que 
se  le  faciliten  tres  millones  de  reales  de  los  derechos  que  adeuden  en 
esta  Aduana  los  caudales  en  oro  y  plata  pertenecientes  &  particularefa 
que  vengan  en  los  primeros  buques  procedentes  de  America ;  y  el  otro 
para  que  se  hagan  por  el  Grobierno  todos  los  esfuerzos  posibles  &  fin  de 
evitar  se  presante  en  quiebra,  y  con  ella  se  minore  el  concepto  de  la 
legalidad  espafiola. 

Le  comunique  ambos  con  la  misma  fecha,  aunque  por  oficios  difer- 
entes,  con  el  objeto  de  que  el  primero  pudiese  servile  para  hacer  frente 
4  los  acreedores  que  mas  le  estrechasen,  asegur&ndoles  el  pago  de  sus 
creditos  sin  necesidad  de-manifestarles  su  proximo  quiebra  en  case  de 
no  convenir  &  i^uaintereses ;  y  el  s^iindo  para  que,  si  esta  era  ya  de- 
masiado  publica,  pudiese  hacer  ver  el  interes  que  tomaba  el  Gobierno 
en  mejorar  su  suerte^  y  acallar  de  este  mode  &  los  que  intentaaen  po- 
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nerle  en  pfiblica  qniebra.  Esta  condacta  Uenaria  de  gratitad  &  todo 
hombre  sensible  &  ella ;  mas  no  lleno  &  Meade,  como  lo  demnestra  en 
sn  escrito. 

No  es  menos  extrafio  el  empefio  decidido  que  haoe  en  gradaar  de 
sospechosa  la  determinacion  de  no  haberle  dado  traslado  integro  de  la 
citada  resolucion  de  las  Cartes,  como  si  hubiera  alguna  ley  que  asi  lo 
previniera.  Dexo  ya  demostrado  lo  absnrdo  de  esta  qneja ;  pero  a 
pesar  de  no  haberle  dado  dicho  traslado,  no  le  ha  sido  dificil  obtenerle, 
sin  qne  por  ello  haja  adelantado  mas  segun  se  ve  en  sn  papel :  bien 
que  esto  es  de  harta  noca  consideracion  si  se  compara  con  el  descabri- 
miento  que  nos  hace  ae  que  tiene  persona  fidedigna  que  le  revele  hasta 
los  propositos  del  Tesorero,  segun  afirma  en  la  p&gina  22. 

Esta  es,  Sefior,  la  historia  verdadera  de  los  hechos  comprobados  con 
los  expedientes  originales  adjuntos,  7  el  desvauecimiento  de  las  que 
Meade  creia  razones  para  poder  alucinar ;  pero  como  ataca  diretamente 
mi  desempefio  en  el  Min&terio,  me  es  precise  bacer  algunas  refiexiones 
sobre  lo  demas  contenido  en  el  manifiesto. 

Sienta  por  nota  en  la  p&gina  9  que  Y.  A.  no  tenia  deseos  de  camplir 
la  resolucion  de  las  Cortes ;  pero  este  desacato  toca  &  Y.-  A.  vengarlo, 
y  &  mi  haoerle  presente  por  la  parte  que  me  puede  caber  en  la  ilustra- 
cion  del  expediente,  que  no  se  oculta  A  Y.  A.  quales  son  las  deudas 
que  prime  ro  debon  cubrirse ;  7  &  la  verdad  que  la  de  Meade  no  es  tan 
preferente,  quando^no  estaban  cumplidas  las  condiciones  de  la  contrata; 
esto  es,  no  babianVenido  de  America  caudales  de  que  el  Gbbierno 
pudiese  disponer  i  an  arbitrio.  La  calidad  de  antigua  podria  darle 
alguna  preferencia  cfntre  acreedores  de  la  misma  especie ;  pero  no  la 
de  urgente,  porque  con  lo  que  el  queria  extgir,  sabe  v.  A.  que  se  es- 
taba  acudiendo  &  objetos  del  ma7or  interes,  qual  consta  en  las  respeo- 
tivas  oficinas,  7  que  sin  tales  medios  babria  quedado  tal  vez  paralizada 
hasta  la  defensa  de  este  punto,  quando  no  hubiese  tenido  por  deegracia 
resultados  mas  fnnestos :  diga,  pues,  ahora  Meade,  si  en  este  caso  de- 
bia  ser  6  no  preferible  su  deuda. 

Afirma  con  sobrada  arrogancia  que  tl  solo  ha  sostenido  con  sas 
caudales  esta  importante  Plaza  7  la  Isla  por  el  espacio  de  quatro  meses: 
n6  fu6  esto  en  mi  tiempo,  pues  me  bice  cargo  del  Ministerio  de  Haci- 
enda en  22  de  Abril  fiftimo  ;  pero  los  comerciantea  de  los  miMioa  pwUoa 
podrdn  decir  to  que  en  eato  hayay  y  oomo  Meade  ha  podido  oonseguirlo; 
debiendo  solo  manifestar  <j^ue  desde  que  70  maneji  esta  clase  de  nego- 
cios  se  ha  comprado  indistintamente  &  comerciantes  espafioles  y  ex- 
trangeros ;  esto  es,  al  que  mejor  7  mas  barato  ha  vendido  segun  las 
^pocas,  como  se  evidencia  en  las  contratas  hechas  conforme  &  los  pre- 
cios  corrientes  de  la  Plaza :  sobre  lo  que  podr&  informar  con  mas  ex- 
tension el  que  ha7a  hecho  las  compras,  porque  de  la  inspeccion  de  Y. 
A.  ha. sido  solo  aprobarlas  baxo  tales  6  quales  fundamentos,  7  cuidar 
de  que  se  cumplieran  las  condiciones  del  modo  que  se  ban  estipulado ; 
7  es  bien  cierto  que  de  haber  pactado  con  Meade  pages  al  oontado,  6 
en  otros  t^rminos  casi  iguales,  se  le  habrian  satisfecho  con  el  dinero 
que  se  empleaba  en  compras  extraordinarias  7  forzosas. 

Indica  Meade  en  la  p&gina  23  que  el  Tesorero  general  snele  hacer 
veces  de  Ministro ;  7  en  verdad  que  esto  es  no  entender  negocios,  7  no 
saber  distinguir  de  colores :  el  Tesorero  general  ha  desempe&odo,  de- 
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sempefia  y  de8einpefUir&  probablemente  siempre  la  parte  de  informes 
que  ooDtribuyen  &  la  ilostracion  de  los  expedientes,  pr&otica  indispen- 
sable,  y  que  e8t&  establecida  hace  muohos  afios.  Deberia  saber  Meade 
que  la  Tesoreria  general  es  el  deposito  de  noticias  y  de  conocimientos 
jMor  menor  &  aue  todos  los  Gobiernos  que  qnieran  proceder  con  tino  y 
sin  arbitrarieaad,  cosa  que  6  algunos  no'  acomoda,  tiene  que  recurrir 
para  no  dictar  resoluciones  injustas,  ni  dar  lugar  &  enxuagues  y  mo- 
nopoliosi  que  sin  tal  requisite  podrian  tener  efecto,  como  sin  duda  lo 
tienen  regularmente  quando  no  se  cuenta  oon .  los  cuerpos  of  personas 
intermedias. 

Esta  es,  pues,  toda  la  parte  <}ue  el  Tesorero  tiene  en  el  Ministerio  de 
Hacienda ;  y  si  esto  es  ser  Ministro,  tambien  lo  ser&  la  junta  de  Haci- 
enda en  otros  ramos :  lo  proprio  la  Direccion  general  de  Bentas  quando 
se  establezca;  y  por  iiltimo  toda  persona  oon  quien el  Gobierno  se  asesore. 
Estoy  muy  lejos  de  linsonjearme  de  ser  un  hombre  de  Hacienda,  quando 
mi  carrera  ha  sido  muy  distinta,  como  de  palabra  y  por  escrito  lo  tengo 
manifestado  a  Y.  A.  desde  que  me  cometio  este  encargo  ;  pero  si  me 
lisonjeo  de  que  desde  entonces  ban  tenido  los  negocios  un  giro  y  de- 
sempefio  que  no  me  pude  figurar  desde  un  principio,  bien  que  esto  en 
gran  parte  es  debido  &  los  benem^ritos  oficiales  de  las  secretarias 
Uamadas  &ntes  de  Hacienda  6  Indias,  que  hoy  forman  una  sola,  que 
uniendo  &  sus  conocimientos  y  laboriosidad  un  empefio  decidido  en 
sacarme  con  lucimiento  de  un  encargo  tan  extrafio  para  mi,  ban  con- 
seguido  que  la  patria  haya  estado  en  mi  concepto  bien  servida. 

Aseguraen  la  misma  p&gina  23  que  ban  sido  usurpadas  lasfunciones 
de  la  Direccion  general  de  Provisiones ;  y  sabe  Y.  A.  que  esta  usur- 
pacion  consiste  en  la  precision  en  que  se  ha  visto  no  pocas  veces  de 
mandar  verbalmente  al  Tesorero  general  hacer  compras  propias  de  la 
Direccion,  con  tanta  mas  razon,  quanto  que  Y.  A.  sabia,  y  por  uno.de 
los  Directores  le  fue  manifestado,  que  asi  era  necesario,  pues  falto  de 
credito  el  establecimiento,  y  sin  ser  los  gefes  conocidos  en  este  pueblo, 
era  Soret  el  finioo  con  quien  se  presentaban  a  tratar  los  vendedores  por 
su  credito  particular,  y  por  sus  propios  y  conocidos  caudales  ;  y  debo 
anadir  que  esta  misma  Direccion  ser&  culpable,  si  sabiendo  que  este  ha 
hecho  compras  escandalosas,  no  da  parte  de  ellas  ;  mas  quando  no  lo 
ha  verificado,  estoy  persuadidido  &  que  aun  esta  asercion  de  Meade  es 
falsa.  En  fin  este  punto  siempre  puede  aclararlo  Y.  A.  quando  guste, 
asi  como  el  de  compras  por  contratas,  sea  tomando  informes,  sea  haci- 
endo  comparaciones  con  las  que  la  Direccion  haya  hecho ;  pues  aunque 
Meade  sienta  que  la  comision  de  Hacienda  ha  quedado  completamente 
convencida  de  que  Soret  ha  faltado  en  las  celebradas  con  ^1,  no  puedo 
menos  de  manifestar  que  lo  dudo,  y  mucho. 

Quejase  ^1  mismo  de  que  es  un  absurdo  que  el  Tesorero  recaude  y 
distribuya  los  caudales ;  y  tenifcndolo  por  tal,  solicita  su  remedio.  Pa- 
saria  en  silencio  tal  desprop6sito  6  no  dar  ^1  una  prueba  olara  del  pooo 
ooDocimiento  de  Meade,  y  de  que  segun  estos  principios  le  seria  mas 
satisfactorio,  y  encontraria  mas  en  el  6rden,  que  6  V.  A.  fuese  el  re- 
caudador  y  pa^ador,  6  que  se  pusiera  en  su  lugar  &  un  qualquiera ; 
pero  sin  la  calidad  de  Tesorero,  porque  entonces  se  incurriria  en  el 
mismo  defecto  que  pretende  corregir. 

Una  de  las  cosas  con  que  mas  me  ofende  Meade  es  la  de  suponer  que 
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retuTe  su  instanoia  en  mi  poder  alganos  dias,  y  lleno  de  moderacion 
contra  el  espiritu  de  su  manifiesto  me  apellida  moroso.  Per  lo  tanto 
me  yeo  obligado  &  hacer  presente  que  no  hay  instancia  que  4'  los  tre- 
inta  segundos  de  recibida  no  sea  entregada  al  Oficial  mis^or  para  su 
distribncion ;  y  asi  la  demora,  dado  caso  de  haberla  habido,  habria 
side  por  oonrrencias  sumamente  graves  y  del  mayor  interes  de  la  pa- 
triae de  las  qnales  Meade  se  desentiende,  persoadido  de  que  sns  asnn- 
tos  son  los  unices,  6  por  lo  menos  que  deben  despacharse  con  exclnsion 
de  qualquiera  otros.  Ademas  V.  A.  sabe  que  hubo  varias  y  no  peqne- 
£[as  discusiones  y  consultas  sobre  si,  habiendo  declarado  la  guerra  &  la 
Gran  Betafia  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  siendo  Meade  ciudadanD  de  eetos, 
deberia  repetirse  6  no  la  medacion  con  el  Sr.  Embaxador  despues  de 
haberse  negado  k  ella  &ntes  de  dicha  circunstancia ;  y  nadie,  prooedi- 
endo  de  buena  fe,  puede  graduar  de  morosidad,  si  habian  de  evacuarse 
estas  diligencias;  y  atender  &  los  demas  asuntos  urgenles  del  Ministe- 
rio  en  los  dos  dias  6  tres  no  cabales  qne  mediaron  desde  el  26  de  Jnlio 
en  que  pudo  llegar  &  mis  manos  la  instancia  de  esta  fecha  que  Meade 
cita  (si  no  se  detuvo  algun  tiempo  en  las  snyas  6  en  las  de  otro)  &  la 
nocbe  del  28,  que  dice,  y  ea  buen  oMguraVj  la  eatregue  al  Oficial.  Por 
fin  esta  solicitud  produxo  el  efecto  que  deseaba  Meade ;  &  saber  ;  pre- 
venir  yo  al  Secretario  encargado  de  la  Secretaria  de  Estado  oficiase  & 
dicho  Sr.  Embazador  solicitando  de  nuevo  su  mediacion,  segun  resulta 
del  expediente. 

No  podia  Meade  haber  elegido  un  punto  de  ataque  contra  mi  maa 
desfavorable  para  SI  ^ue  el  de  la  morosidad  :  testigo  de  lo  contrario  es 
y.  A.,  y  lo  son  tambien  los  Gobieruos  anteriores,  todos  mis  subalter- 
nos  en  ambos  Ministerios,  y  todas  las  corporaciones  6  particulares  que 
siguen  conmigo  correspondencia ;  y  de  las  declaraciones  de  todos  resul- 
tar&^  si  se  quiere,  el  ridicule  de  semejante  proposicion,  y  de  las  ideas 
equivocadas  en  que  est&  Meade  acorca  de  mi  car&cter. 

El  empeno  u  objeto  de  este  mas  bien  parece  que  se  dirige  &  ajar  y  k 
deprimir  &  las  personas  en  quienes  la  nacion  tiene  depositado  el  man- 
ejo  de  los  negocios  6  intereses,  que  k  mauifestar  la  justicia  que  crea 
asistirle  con  la  circunspeccion  que  lo  bace  todo  hombre  sensato,  prefiri- 
endo  las  razones  a. la  desatencion. 

Asi  se  infiere  del  contenido  del  ultimo  p&rrafo  de  la  p&gina  45.  Es- 
toy  perfectamente  convencido  de  que  el  honor  nacional  y  el  credito  pub- 
lico  consisten  en  cumplir  el  Gt>bierno  exacta  y  religiosamente  todas  las 
obliffaciones  contraidas  a  su  nombre,  de  cuyo  mismo  honor  participa 
tambien  todo  ciudadano  quando  quiere  conduoirse  como  hombre  de 
bien ;  y  teniendo  yo  acreditado  con  repetidas  pruebas  que  lo  soy  tanto 
como  el  que  mas,  de  aqui  debe  deducirse,  que  deseando  yo  el  bien,  y 
conociendo  el  mode  de  lograrlo,  nada  habrS  omitido  para  ello,  por  mas 
que  la  malignidad  de  ciertos  entes  traten  de  zaherir  mis  procedimientos, 
sin  mirar  &Btes  si  los  suyos  le  ban  grangeado  el  buen  6  mal  concepto  del 
p6blico.  Si  Meade  se  hubiera  apr oximado  a  indagar  las  calidades  que 
forman  mi  caracter  personal,  se  habria  desenganado  lo  suficiente  para 
producirse  en  otro  lenguage  mas  seguro  y  firme,  sin  usar  de  palabras 
insignificantes  por  el  mode  de  presentarlas  ;  pero  que  enyuelven  una 
segunda  intencion :  tales  son,  ademas  de  las  dichas,  las  de  que  se  vale 
para  decir  que  son  muchos  los  resentimientos  y  quejas  que  contra  mi 
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tiene :  hable  sin  rebozo^  y  no  dade  que  le  satisfare  plenamente  ;  pero 
entre  tanto  no  paedo  dexar  de  indicar,  que  tal  vez  estas  quejas  de 
Meade  se  habrian  convertido  en  elogios^  si  hubiera  contribuido  &  que 
8e  le  pagara  &  bvl  gusto,  aunque  en  el  mismo  dia  quedara  el  exercito 
sin  comer,  j  se  siguiera  &  ello  la  ruina  de  una  patria,  que  no  le  puede 
interesar  como  k  mi. 

El  manifiesto  de  Meade  se  halla  tan  falto  de  verdad  como  de  funda- 
mento,  tan  inoportnno  como  gro8ero,*7  en  suma  tan  atrevido  y  danino 
para  con  la  patria,  para  con  Y.  A.  y  para  quantos  forman  el  alto  Go- 
bierno,  que  el  por  si  solo  basta  para  trastornar  el  orden  social,  com- 
prometiendo  &  las  autoridades  que  lo  sostienen,  sin  que  puedan  escu- 
darle  los  servicios  que  alega,  los  que,  aunque  sean  ciertos,  pierden  sa 
in^rito  propalados  por  el  mismo,  dando  en  esto  bien  a  entender,  que 
no  ha  side  principalmente  el  amor  &  la  causa  de  Espafia  el  movil  de 
haberlos  hecho ;  y  muy  distante  yo  de  tales  jactancias,  omito  referir 
los  mios  para  que  puedan  hacerse  comparaciones  &  un  p(iblico  que  sin 
este  requisite  sabrd  hacerlas  en  ventaja  mia. 

Indudable  es  a  Y.  A.  que  para  haber  de  desempenar  como  corres- 
ponde  ambos  Ministeriosno  he  descansado  nn  solo  instante  con  per- 
jnicio  de  mi  salud,  que  mas  de  una  vez  se  ha  resentido ;  y  estoy  bien 
satisfecho,  que  tanto  en  lo  general  como  en  el  particular  de  que  se 
trata,  he  cumplido  de  un  modo  que  ha  merecido  la  aprobacion  de  Y. 
A.,  y  no  creo  haber  desmerecido  la  del  publico  ;  ^y  con  esta  satis&c- 
cion  interior  que  me  resulta,  unida  &  la  apreciable  circunstancia  de  no 
tener  en  el  dia,  (s6ame  permitido  una  vez  decirlo,)  el  lunar  mas  min* 
imo  de  que,  aun  el  menos  imparcial,  pueda  sindicarme,  podr6  estar 
pasivo  a  las  injnstas  acusaciones  de  Meade?    No  se  diga  que  la  liber- 
tad  de  imprenta  antoriza  estos  hechos :  la  justa  libertad  de  imprenta 
tiene  sus  limites ;  pero  supongamos  queasi  no  fuese,  ^como  es  posible, 
Serenisimo  Senor,  que  An  hombre  publico  de  mi  clase  pueda  abandonar 
los  negocios  en  que  entiende  (como  casi  me  ha  sucedido  en  estos  dias, 
trayendo  entre  manos  alternativamente  ya  un  expediente,  ya  otro,  ya 
esta  contestacion,  con  riesgo  de  no  acertar  ni  en  aquellos  ni  en  ella) 
para  haber  de  vindicar  su  opinion  contestando  por  medio  de  la  prensa 
&  todo  aquel  que  justa  6  injustamente  quiera  desconceptuarle,  criti- 
cando  providencias  dadas  por  su  conducto  ?     ^  Como  es  posible  tam- 
p<>co  que  ningun  hombre  de  honor  sea  tan  insensible  &  estas  imputa- 
ciones  que  se  desentienda  de  ellas  sin  procurar  desmentirlas  ?     Y  si  & 
tanta  custa  ha  de  mantener  su  reputacion,  (jque  tiempo  le  queda  para 
eetudiar  los  negocios  de  la  patria  ?     ^  Que  de  perjuicios  no  habrfin  de 
seguirse  si  por  ocuparme  yo  en  tales  contestaciones,  que  con  igual  razon 
pueden  promover  todos  aquellos  que  no  consigan  llenar  bus  deseos, 
abandono  el  despacho  de  los  expedientes?     Por  cierto  que  no  se  podia 
haber  elegi<lo  un  medio  mas  &  propdsito  para  entorpecer  las  operaciones 
del  Gobierno,  quando  deben  manejarse  con  toda  rapidez. 

Nof'altaraalguQ  espirituainquietoquegraduandoestasmis  reflextones 
de  propendentes  a  la  arbitrariedad,  alegue  que  con  obrar  el  Gobierno  y 
los  Ministros  conforme  &  justicia  se  evitar&n  por  si  este  trabajo;  y  eu 
verdad  que  esta  razon  queda  destruida  con  el  presente  case ;  porque 
habiendo  obrado  con  la  mayor  imparcialidad^  y  segun  lo  ezijia  el  bien 
Rep.  C.  C.  226 40 
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de  la  patria,  ni  V.  A.  ni  70  nos  hemes  librado  de  los  tiros  de  la  male- 
dicencia  ;  ^  7  qu&l  es  el  negocio  qoe  decida  el  Gobierno,  que  por  mas 
justamente  decidido  qae  sea  no  prodazca  algun  descontento?  Asique, 
la  ocupacion  en  estas  contestaciones  no  dexa  de  ser  un  mal  efectivoi  y 
de  no  corregirle  la  misma  patria  experimentar&  sus  resultados. 

Yarias  veces  expuse  &  V.  A.  de  palabray  por  escrito  quese  dignase 
nombrarme  on  saoesor,  aunqae  faese  interino,  porque  me  era  impoeible 
poder  de8em[)enar  el  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  ;  mas  V.  A.,  honrandome 
sobremanera,  no  quiso  acoeder  d  mis  instancias,  sino  esperar  &  la 
Uegada  del  electo  para  propletario.  Por  fortana  mia  ya  se  verifico  este 
momento  tan  deseado,  y  hoy  le  he  entregado  el  despacho  de  aqnel 
ramo  ;  pero  tengo  la  desgracia  de  haber  dexado  el  destine  no  como  lo 
habria  hecho  &ntes,  sino  con  la  nota  ofensiva  que  Meade  quiere  impo- 
nerme,  si  es  que  con  lo  referido  no  queda  desvanecida. 

Por  tanto  concluyo,  Serenisimo  Senor,  con  anunciarle  que  si  estas 
escenas  ban  de  repetirse,  no  habr&  uno  que  pueda  estar  ai  frente  de 
los  negocios,  y  hasta  V.  A.  mismo  tendr&  que  desprenderse  de  ellos  si 
ha  de  tener  que  sincerarse  ante  el  publico  de  iguales  imputaciones 
como  las  que  le  hace  Meade,  6  mantener  con  este  objeto  uno  6  mss  es- 
critores  que  lo  verifiquen.  Asi  que,  yo  espero  que,  convencido  V.  A. 
de  estas  verdades,  y  mirando  por  el  decoro  del  (robiernOy  y  particular- 
mente  por  el  bien  de  la  patria,  adoptara  los  medios  mas  prudentes 
para  que  cado  uno  cumpla  con  su  deber,  y  se  mantenga  en  el ;  pues 
este  caso  podr4  ser  un  exemplar  que  sirva  de  norma  para  los  sucesivos. 
C&diz  6  de  Setiembre  de  1812. 

Mientras  se  ha  estado  imprimiendo  esta  exposicion,  ha  publicado  en 
el  Redactor  general,  num.  456,  el  Sr.  D.  Ignacio  de  la  Pezuela,  Sec- 
retario  interino  del  Despacho  de  Estado,  el  papel  siguiente : 

,,Muy  senor  mio :  leyendo  el  papel  que  con  titulo  deBuiua  escanda- 
losa  &c.  da  al  publico  D.  Ricardo  Meade,  he  notado  algunas  cosas, 
que  no  debo  posar  en  silencio^  porque  recaen  sobre  oficios  del  Minis- 
terio de  mi  interino  cargo. 

,,En  su  representacion  de  2  de  Agosto  proximo  pasado,  dirigida  al 
Congreso  nacional,  dice  Meade  (p&gina  41,  42  y  43)  los  esfuerzos  que 
habia  hecho  por  el  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  para  que  la  Regencia  del 
Reyno  se  interesase  con  el  Sr.  Embaxador  de  S.  M.  B.,  &  fin  de  que  el 
Consul  D.  Diego  Duff  recibiese  en  pago  de  lo  que  le  debia  Meade  los 
tres  libramientos  que  este  tenia  del  Gobierno  espanol ;  y  que  despnes 
de  repetidas  instancias  consiguid  al  fin  que  se  pasaseoficio  al  Embaxa- 
dor ;  pero  que  como  el  Ministro  de  Estado  ignoraba  enteramente  los 
antecedentes,  pasd  un  oficio,  tan  seco  y  tan  sin  explicacion,  ni  reco- 
mendacion  alguna,  que  fue  negado. 

,,E1  oficio  contenia  una  explicacion  bien  clara,  bien  honrosa  para 
Meade,  y  la  mas  propia  para  que  la  recomendacion  que  estribaba  sobre 
ella  tuviese  electo.  Que  los  servicios  hechos  por  D.  Ricardo  Meade 
durante  esta  guerra,  y  sus  grandes  desembplsos  para  el  cumplimiento 
de  contratas  de  viveres  celebradas  con  la  Real  Hacienda  le  hacian 
acreedor  &  las  consideraciones  del  Gobierno,  y  que  por  eso  me  habia 
mandado  la  Regencia  del  Reyno  recomendara  k  8.  E.  el  Sr.  Embaxa- 
dor la  solicitud  de  que  el  Consul  de  8.  M.  B.  admitiese  &  Meade  en 
pago  de  su  deuda  las  letras  que  le  habia  facilitado  el  Tesorero  general : 
tales  eran  las  expresiones  del  oficio. 
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^yBefiere  despues  Meade  que  insto  de  nuevo,  que  me  entero  de  todo, 
J  que  le  respondi  ser  necesario  que  el  Miuistro  de  Hacienda  ma  pasase 
oficio  repitiendo  la  instancia ;  pero  no  dice  que  con  efecto  me  lo  paso 
con  fecha  de  4  de  Agosto,  7  tan  expresivo,  que  despues  de  encargarme 
instase  de  nuevo  al  Embaxadbr  para  que  admitiese  la  solicitud  de 
Meade,  aSadia:  ,,pues  asf  conviene  al  bien  del  Estado,  7  lo  exige  la 
^consideracion  que  Meade  merece  al  Gobierno  per  sub  seSalados  ser- 
y^yicios  en  la  £poca  de  nuestra  revolucion/' 

,,A8!  lo  comuniqu^  en  mi  nuevo  ofido  al  Embaxador,  diciendo :  que 
de  no  yerificarse,  podria  resultar  grave  perjuicio  &  los  intereses  del 
Estado.  Ni  me  contente  con  los  oficios ;  pas^  personalmente  &  verme 
con  8.  E.;  le  habIS  e  inst6  con  todalaeficltcia  que  me  fue  posible,  7  me 
respondio^  dando  muchas  razones,  que  sentia  no  poder  acceder  6,  la 
demanda ;  7  lo  mismo  me  ha  repetido  iiltimamente  por  escrito,  auto- 
rizandome  para  que  pueda  publicar  que  no  tenia  facuitades  para  satis- 
facer  los  deseos  de  la  Begencia  por  los  motives  que  expresa.  C&diz  10 
de  Setiembre  de  1812.  —  Ignacio  de  la  Pezuela.'^ 

P.  D.  ,,Para  que  nada  de  quanto  se  ha  tratado  conmigo  sobre  este 
uegocio  se  ignore,  debo  decir  que  varies  sugetos,  entre  elloe  el  Sr. 
!Figueroa^  entonces  Ministro  de  Hacienda,  7  especialmente  el  Tesorero 
D.  Victor  Soret,  me  hablaron  con  mucho  empeno  para  que  hiciese  las 
iDa7ore8  instancias  al  sefior  Embaxador.'^ 

Y  siendo  esto  una  prueba  mas  que  acredita  el  interes  del  Gh)bierno 
en  favor  de  Meade,  para  evitarle  los  perjuicios  de  que  el  mismo  se 
queja  en  su  manifesto,  ha  parecido  conveniente  insertarlo  aqui  para 
que  el  pfiblico  se  penetre  de  la  sinrazon  con  que  Meade  ha  dado  a  su 
papel  el  tftulo,  baxo  el  qual  lo  ha  publicado. 

SERENISIMO  SENOR  : 

Jose  Vazq,^ 
Figueroa* 

Not  A. 

El  que  quiera  cerciorarse  de  la  verdad  de  quanto  contiene  este  es« 
crito,  acuda  &  la  3ecretaria  de  Estado  7  del  Despacho  de  Hacienda,  en 
donde  se  le  manifestar&  el  expediento  con  todos  sus  documentoi  ori- 
ginales. 


No.  111.— E. 

REPRESENTATION.  * 


JPreaented  to  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
marine  department  and  ad-interim  of  finance  Mr,  Joseph  Vaaquez 
Figueroa  in  consequence  of  the  representation  published  by  Mr. 
Richard  Meade. 

Cadiz,  September  6,  1812. 

'^  Sbrbnb  Highness:  There  is  nothing  so  valuable  to  a  man  of  probit7 
as  his  honor  and  the  interest  he  has  in  proving  his  conduct  correct 
-when  malice  ma7  wish  to  involve  him  in  persecutions  which  appear 
to  afford  just  motives  for  doubting  his  integrit7." 
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These  are  the  Tery  words  with  which  Mjr.  Richard  Meade  begins 
the  pamphlet  he  has  just  published  in  defamation  of  your  highnens 
and  in  violation  of  truth  ;  and  I  employ  these  same  words  to  defend 
the  good  name  and  opinion  of  the  government  and  my  own,  unjustly 
offended  by  him.  I  confess  to  your  highness  that  it  is  very  repugnant 
to  me  to  be  obliged  to  call  your  attention  from  those  serious  affairs 
in  which  you  are  occupied ;  but  I  am  obliged,  in  order  to  fulfill  my 
duty,  to  give  an  account  of  the  contracts  with  Meade,  and  to  show  the 
exactitude  in  the  fulfillment  of  their  conditions,  and  the  steps  taken  in 
order  to  release  him  from  the  difficulties  in  which  he  aays  he  finds 
himself. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1811,  an  order  was  sent  by  my  predecessor, 
Mr.  Joseph  Canga  Arguelles,  to  the  treasurer  general,  that  he  should 
adopt  proper  measures  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  Meade ;  he 
should  liquidate  the  same,  expressing  the  contracts  from  which  they 
proceeded,  which  the  treasurer  did,  and  the  result  of  this  exposition 
was,  that  the  contracts  approved  of  on  the  11th  of  May  and  19th  of 
August  of  the  same  year,  including  various  expenses  paid  by  Meade, 
amounted  to  sixteen  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  rials  and  twenty-eight  maravedis,  of 
which  he  had  received  thirteen  millions  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  rials  and  nine  and  a  half 
maravedis  of  vellon,  remaining  therefore  in  his  favor,  at  that  date,  on 
those  contracts,  the  balance  of  two  million  three  hundred  and  thirty 
six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  rials  and  eight  and  a  half 
maravedis.  For  the  payment  of  these  was  appropriated  the  credit 
which  the  treasury  has  upon  the  house  of  Keid,  Irving  &  Company, 
of  London,  by  a  resolution  of  said  24th  of  November.  Mr.  Canga 
himself  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  its  fulfillment  by  agreement 
with  Meade. 

The  latter  requested  afterwards  that  this  order  should  be  made 
general,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  of  the  funds  that  the  government  might 
have  in  that  place,  and  although  his  request  was  acceded  to  by  a  royal 
order  dated  January,  1812,  the  commissioners  in  London  were 
never  directed  to  fulfill  on  account  of  the  injury,  which  the  high 
treasurer  represented  would  arise  from  such  an  amplication  of  the 
order,  and  it  was  ordered  on  the  16th  of  April  of  the  same  year,  by 
an  official  communication  from  Mr.  Anthony  Kanz  Bomanillos,  that 
the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  November  should  be  observed,  with  the 
responsibility  of  refunding  to  said  agent,  in  case  he  should  have  acted 
on  this  second  order,  of  which  he  had  been  informed  by  Meade,  by  a 
certified  copy  and  not  by  the  individual  of  the  royal  finance  authorized 
for  these  kind  of  transactions,  who  is  the  treasurer  general. 

According  to  the  agreement  of  the  contract  of  19th  of  December, 
of  the  same  year,  he  was  ordered  to  be  paid  88,000  hard  dollars  of  his 
claim  with  the  funds  that  might  arrive  from  the  treasuries  of  New 
Spain  and  Peru,  for  which  purpose  was  issued,  on  the  25th  of  January 
following,  the  necessary  bill  in  favor  of  the  junta  of  this  place  and 
province,  and  the  same  was  done  for  the  204,000  hard  dollars,  the 
amount  of  the  contract  of  the  21st  of  January  last,  although  with  the 
conditions  that  had  been  stipulated,  that  the  half  of  this  sum  was  to 
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be  paid  from  the  first  funds  that  might  arrive  from  America,  and  the 
remainder  from  the  second  arrivals ;  so  that^  these  sums  added  to  the 
first-mentioned,  it  results  that  he  was  to  be  paid  190,000  hard  dollars 
from  the  first  funds  that  arrived,  and  with  the  latter,  102,000. 

The  government,  with  the  desire  of  paying  both  sums  without 
waiting  for  the  stipulated  period,  in  consequence  of  the  dij£culties  in 
which  Meade  said  he  found  himself,  informed  the  Secretary  ad 
interim  of  the  Department  of  State,  through  me,  on  the  11th  of  July, 
that  he  must  send  an  official  note  to  the  ambassador  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  in  order  that  the  consul  of  the  same  nation  might  admit  the 
above  bills,  instead  of  the  flour  received  from  Meade  in  deposit,  and 
with  which  he  had  made  himself  secure  for  the  payment  of  an  equal 
eum  ;  which  official  mediation  was  repeated  on  the  4th  of  August,  as 
the  ambassador  had  not,  on  the  first  application,  acceeded  to  it.  The 
government  observed  the  same  scrupulosity  in  the  fulfillment  of  the 
contracts  concluded  with  Meade  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  as  be* 
Bides  having  issued,  on  the  11th  of  March  following,  the  proper  bills, 
therein  agreed  on,  against  the  treasuries  of  Vera  Cruz,  for  which  place 
an  English  vessel  has  already  sailed  to  collect  the  amount.  It  was 
agreed  on  the  27th  of  May  last  that  he  should  be  paid  on  the  Slst  of 
aaid  month,  by  the  treasurer  general,  as  was  done,  the  balance  of  the 
amount  of  said  contract. 

Thus  the  conditions  of  all  the  contracts  were  exactly  fulfilled  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  claims  and  complaints  of  Meade  are  groundless.  Since 
the  funds  that  came  from  America  on  board  the  English  ship  Standart 
and  the  Spanish  brig  Oazador,  and  of  which  no  use  has  been  made, 
as  he  says  in  his  favor,  were  the  same — that  is,  fifty-four  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  three  and  a  half  reals  of  plate,  proceeding 
from  donations  of  individuals,  with  the  express  object  of  employing 
them  in  the  subsistence  of  the  armies,  and  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the 
enthusiasm  of  those  patriots  would  be  damped  if  they  heard  that 
another  destination  had  been  made  of  them,  as  would  be  the  case  if 
they  had  been  used  for  paying  creditors — in  a  word,  in  this  case  the 
government  would  have  employed  this  money  in  another  object,  which 
it  neither  could  nor  ought  tc  do  against  the  will  of  the  donors. 
Neither  can  Meade  consider  as  funds  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
his  last  contracts  the  other  funds  to  the  net  amount  of  59,179  hard 
dollars  and  7^  reals  of  plate,  entered  at  the  office  of  the  general 
treasury,  belonging  to  the  order  of  Charles  the  3d,  the  post  office  de- 
partment, the  Crnzade,  hydrographic  depot,  and  other  departments, 
since  besides  these  funds  having  their  particular  appropriation,  that 
18,  that  of  their  own  branches  at  that  time,  and  now  that  of  pro* 
visions. 

The  treasurer  general  took  possession  of  them  by  order  of  the  re- 
gency, who  was  obliged  to  so  order  it,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
objects  to  which  they  were  destined,  in  order  to  supply  the  urgent 
wants  that  did  not  admit  of  the  least  delay.  But  even  if  these  funds 
had  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  creditors,  the  assistance  that 
could  have  been  afforded  to  Meade  out  of  them  would  have  been  but 
small,  because,  as  it  was  just  and  necessary  to  do,  the  other  creditors, 
placed  in  similar  situations,  and  with  equal  rights,  ought  to  be  likewise 
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paid  ;  such  as  the  oonsulate  of  this  place,  for  the  third  part  of  the  loan 
of  fifteen  millions  of  rials,  of  which  it  had  delivered  13,698,768  rials 
28  maravedis  ;  the  provincial  junta  of  this  place  for  the  amoont  of 
623,775  rials  28  maravedis  ;  and  Mr.  James  Wardrop  for  the  amount 
of  3,000  and  35,000  rials,  the  value  of  1,000  barrels  of  flour ;  of  which 
incidents,  as  well  as  of  the  exactitude  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  coo- 
tracts,  I  have  informed  the  special  committee  of  finance  the  three  times 
that  I  have  met  there  with  the  treasurer  general,  this  committee 
remaining  satisfied  in  my  opinion  with  the  system  and  order  observed 
in  the  bubiness.  All  this  appears  from  the  original  documents,  which 
I  herewith  subjoin. 

It  does  not  belong  to  the  department  of  finance,  which  has  been 
under  my  charge  dd  interim^  to  ascertain  the  personal  resentments 
that  may  exist  between  the  treasurer  general,  Victor  Soret,  and  Meade. 
My  only  duty  was  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  former  ;  and 
whether  the  claims  of  the  latter  were  just  or  not,  about  which  I  have 
already  exposed  to  your  highness  what  is  sufiicient  to  prove  the  bad 
faith  of  Meade,  and  his  desires  of  blinding  those  who  have  not  before 
them  documents  to  undeceive  them.  As  yet  the  actions  of  Soret  are 
presented  under  the  aspect  of  probity  and  disinterestednesa,  since  in  all 
a  desire  of  doing  the  best  is  visible,  and  to  attend  with  prefereace  to 
the  objects  that  do  not  admit  of  delay. 

The  contracts  that  he  has  celebrated  since  January  were  made 
through  a  broker,  according  to  custom  ;  and  if  any  have  been  made 
without  this  requisite  he  has  saved  the  brokerage,  without  augmenting 
the  price  as  respects  the  cost,  as  appears  by  them  ;  and  he  has  been 
obliged  to  satisfy  their  value  with  bills  upon  the  English  government^ 
and  other  means,  in  order  to  provide  supplies,  which  he  could  not  have 
obtained  if  he  had  failed  in  his  promises  in  those  contracts  with  serious 
discredit  to  the  government. 

Notwithstanding  these  considerations,  my  delicacy  and  impartiality 
in  the  service  urged  me  to  give  an  account  to  the  regency  of  the  king- 
dom of  Meade's  exposition  of  the  23d  of  this  month,  which  he  inserts 
in  his  publication,  and  to  propose  that  the  charges  resulting  fronk 
said  exposition  should  be  made  to  the  treasurer  general.  But  as  your 
highness  thought  that  there  did  not  appear  the  least  suspicion  of  bad 
administration,  but  rather  an  exact  fulfillment  of  the  repeated  verbal 
orders  that  I  had  given  him  for  the  succour  of  the  troops  and  other 
objects  in  the  greatest  difficulties,  your  highness  thought  proper  not 
to  notice  my  indication^  but  to  limit  yourself  to  order  on  the  21st  of 
August  that  Meade  should  be  informed  that  circumstances  did  not 
permit  any  alteration  of  what  had  been  resolved  on  in  consequence  of 
the  determination  of  his  Majesty  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  as 
appears  by  the  original  official  letter  and  the  minutes  of  the  orders 
that  were  communicated  for  its  fulfillment ;  it  being  very  strange  that 
Mr.  Bichard  Meade  should  complain  that  the  resolution  of  his  Majesty 
was  not  communicated  to  him,  when  he  ought  to  demonstrate  his 

! gratitude  for  the  means  I  adopted  to  ameliorate  his  situation  and  re- 
ease  him  with  honor  from  his  difficulties. 

The  resolution  that  he  cites  comprehends  two  points :  one  that  be 
should  be  paid  three  millions  of  rials  from  the  duties  that  may  arise 
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in  this  cnfitom-honBe  upon  the  gold  and  silver  belonging  to  individ- 
uals that  may  arrive  in  the  first  vessels  from  America,  and  the  other 
that  the  government  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  avoid  his  presenting 
himself  as  a  bankrupt,  and  with  this  failure  lessen  the  idea  of  Spanish 
legality.  I  communicated  bothi  to  him  under  the  same  date,  although 
by  different  official  letters,  in  the  view  that  the  first  might  serve  him 
to  show  those  creditors  that  most  pressed  him,  assuring  them  of  the 
payment  of  his  credits,  without  the  necessity  of  manifesting  his  im- 
mediate failure  in  case  of  this  not  suiting  his  interests  ;  and  the  sec- 
ond in  order  that  if  the  latter  circumstance  was  already  made  too 
public  he  might  demonstrate  the  interest  that  the  government  took 
in  changing  his  credit  for  the  better^  and  silence  by  these  means  those 
who  intended  to  oblige  him  to  become  a  bankrupt. 

This  conduct  would  fill  with' gratitude  every  man  capable  of  such 
feeling  ;  but  it  has  not  done  so  with  Meade,  as  appears  by  his  publi- 
cation. It  is  equally  strange  the  obstinacy  with  which  he  tries  to 
classify  as  suspicious  the  not  having  given  him  a  complete  copy  of  the 
above-mentioned  resolution  of  the  cortes,  as  if  there  was  any  law  to 
order  it.  I  have  already  demonstrated  the  absurdity  of  this  com- 
plaint; but  notwithstanding  that  said  copy  was  not  given  to  him,  it 
lias  not  been  a  difficult  matter  for  him  to  procure  it,  without  having 
obtained  much  ibr  all  that,  as  appears  by  his  own  publication, 
although  this  is  of  little  consideration  when  compared  with  the  dis- 
covery he  makes  to  us  of  his  having  a  person  of  confidence  to  inform 
him  even  of  the  private  proposals  of  the  treasurer,  as  he  affirms  in 
page  22. 

This  is,  sir,  the  true  history  of  thje  facts,  proved  by  the  original 
documents  herewith  subjoined,  by  which  the  reasons^  so  called  by 
Meade,  intended  to  blind  the  people,  are  refuted  ;  but,  as  he  attacks 
the  fulfillment  of  duty  in  my  department,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
make  some  observations  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  contents  of  his 
publication. 

In  a  note  on  page  9  he  says  that  your  highness  was  not  disposed  to 
comply  with  the  resolution  of  the  cortes.  It  belongs  to  your  high- 
ness to  revenge  this  disrespect,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  state  it  for  the 
share  that  I  may  have  in  the  clear  illustration  of  the  proceedings,  be- 
cause your  highness  knows  well  which  are  the  debts  that  ought  to  be 
paid  first;  and,  in  truth,  that  of  Meade  was  not  so  worthy  of  prefer- 
ence^ as  the  conditions  of  the  contracts  were  not  obligatory — that  is, 
no  funds  of  which  the  government  could  dispose  of  have  arrived  from 
America.  The  circumstance  of  its  being  of  an  old  date  might  give 
him  some  preference  amongst  creditors  of  the  same  kind,  but  not  that 
of  urgency,  because  your  highness  knows  we  were  attending  to  objects 
of  the  greatest  importance  with  those  funds  that  he  wanted  to  exact 
from  us,  as  can  be  proved  by  the  different  departments,  and  without 
which  means  even  the  defence  of  this  place  would  have  perhaps  re- 
mained paralysed,  even  if  the  results  should  not  be  still  more  unfor- 
tunate. Let  Meade  now  say  whether  in  this  case  his  claim  was  to  be 
preferred  or  not ! 

He  affirms  with  sufficient  arrogance  that  he  alone  has  supported 
this  important  place  and  the  island  for  the  space  of  four  months.  This 
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was  not  in  my  time,  as  I  took  charge  of  the  department  of  fioanoe  oa 
the  22d  of  April  last.  But  merchants  of  the  same  places  can  say  what 
the  case  is^  and  how  far  Meade  has  been  ahle  to  doit. 

I  am  only  obliged  to  show  that,  since  the  moment  I  have  managed 
this  kind  of  business,  we  have  bought,  without  distinction,  from 
Spaniards  as  well  as  foreigners — that  is,  from  any  one  who  sold  best 
and  cheapest,  according  to  the  terms,  as  it  is  proved  by  the  contracts 
celebrated  at  the  current  prices  of  the  place;  upon  which  point,  how- 
ever, those  who  made  the  purchases  will  be  able  to  inform  you  more 
extensively,  because  the  business  of  your  highness  has  been  only  to 
approve  of  the  contracts  under  such  and  such  grounds,  and  to  take 
care  that  the  conditions  should.be  fulfilled  in  the  manner  stipulated; 
and  it  is  very  certain  that  if  it  had  been  agreed  with,  Meade  to  pay  in 
cash  or  equal  conditions,  that  the  government  would  have  been 
obliged  to  satisfy  him  with  the  money  that  was  employed  in  extraor- 
dinary and  indispensable  purchases. 

Meade  asserts,  on  page  23,  that  the  treasurer  general  was  accus- 
tomed to  perform  the  functions  of  the  minister  of  finance,  and  indeed 
this  is  not  understanding  the  business  at  all,  nor  being  able  to  dis- 
tinguish one  thing  from  another. 

The  treasurer  general  fulfils,  and  will  probably  always  fulfil, 
that  part  of  furnishing  the  reports  that  contribute  to  illustrate  the 
proceedings — an  indispensable  practice  which  has  been  established 
many  years.  Meade  ought  to  know  that  the  general  treasury  is  the 
deposit  of  news  and  detailed  intbrmation  to  which  every  government 
who  wishes  to  act  with  rectitude  and  not  despotically — a  thing  that  all 
do  not  like — is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to,  in  order  to  avoid  giving 
unjust  resolutions  and  room  for  the  intrigues  and  monopolies  which, 
without  this  requisite,  would  take  place,  as  it  is  the  case  when  the 
government  does  not  depend  upon  the  intermediate  departments  or 
persons. 

This  is,  then,  all  the  part  that  the  treasurer  has  in  the  ministry  of 
finance;  and  if  this  is  being  the  minister,  the  junta  of  finance  will  also 
be  the  minister;  respecting  other  branches,  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  board  of  revenue  when  established,  and,  in  short,  every  person 
whose  report  the  government  may  call  for. 

I  am  far  from  flattering  myself  with  being  a  financier,  my  career 
having  been  very  different,  as  verbally  and  in  writing  I  demonstrated 
to  your  highness  from  the  moment  that  you  encharged  me  with  this 
department ;  but  I  do  flatter  myself  that  since  then  the  business  has 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  that  I  could  not  myself  have  imagined  at 
first,  although  this  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  meritorious  offi- 
cers of  the  secretary  departments  of  finance  and  Indias,  which  at 
present  are  combined  in  one,  who,  uniting  to  their  information  and  as- 
siduity a  decided  determination  of  assisting  me  with  honor  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  situation  so  foreign  to  me  and  thus  procured,  the  country, 
as  I  think,  being  well  served. 

He  asserts,  on  the  said  page  23,  that  the  functions  of  the  general  direc- 
tion (board)  of  provisions  had  been  usurped.  Your  highness  knows  well 
that  this  usurpation  consists  in  the  necessity  in  which  your  highness  has 
seen  yourself,  frequently  of  verbally  ordering  the  treasurer  general  to 
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make  the  purchases  which  the  direction  (hoard)  ought  to  make,  and  with 
80  much  more  reason,  as  your  highness  knew,  and  it  was  stated  to  you 
by  one  of  the  directors,  that  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  so,  since 
the  establishment  not  possessing  sufficient  credit,  and  the  heads  of  said 
department  not  being  known  in  this  place,  Soret  was  the  only  one  to 
whom  the  Fenders  presented  themselyes  to  treat  on  account  of  his  in- 
dividual  credit  and  on  account  of  his  private  and  known  funds  ;  and  I 
must  add  that  these  very  directors  will  be  blamable  if  knowing  that 
such  scandalous  purchases  had  been  made,  they  had  not  acquainted 
the  government  with  the  fact ;  but  as  they  have  not  done  it,  I  am 

Eersuaded  that  even  this  assertion  of  Meade's  is  false.  In  short,  your 
ighness  can  ascertain  this  point  whenever  you  please,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  purchases  by  contracts,  either  by  investigating  the  affair  or  by 
comparing  said  contracts  with  those  made  by  the  directors,  since 
although  Meade  states  that  the  committee  of  finance  has  remained 
completely  convinced  that  Soret  has  failed  in  those  made  with  him. 
I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  doubt  it  much. 

He  also  complains  and  calls  an  absurdity  the  treasurer  general's 
collecting  and  distributing  the  funds,  and  considering. it  in  this  light, 
he  solicits  its  remedy.  I  would  pass  over  silently  such  an  absurdity 
if  it  did  not  afford  a  clear  proof  of  the  ignorance  of  Meade,  and  that, 
according  to  these  principles,  it  will  never  be  more  satisfieKstory  to 
him,  and  he  would  find  it  more  in  order  that  your  highness  should  be 
the  collector  and  cashier,  or  that  anybody,  never  mind  who,  should  be 
put  in  that  place,  but  not  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer,  because  in  that 
case  we  should  fall  into  the  same  error  which  he  pretends  to  correct. 
One  of  the  things  that  offends  me  the  most  in  Meade's  publication  is 
his  supposition  that  I  retained  in  my  hands  for  several  days  his  me- 
morial, and  full  of  moderation,  contrary  to  the  general  spirit  of  his 
publication,  he  calls  me  dilatory ;  therefore  I  see  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  stating  that  there  is  no  memorial  that  I  do  not  deliver  to 
the  first  clerk  for  its  despatch  thirty  minutes  after  its  reception,  and 
thus  the  delay,  if  any,  must  have  been  owing  to  some  occurrences  of 
great  importance  and  interest  to  the  country,  of  which  he  does  not 
take  notice,  he  being  persuaded  that  his  business  is  the  only  one,  or 
at  least  the  one  that  ought  to  be  despatched  in  preference  to  any  other. 
Besides,  your  highness  knows  that  there  were  many  and  long  discus- 
sions and  consultations  whether,  as  the  United  States  had  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain,  and  Meade  being  a  citizen  of  said  United  States 
of  America,  the  mediation  between  the  English  ambassador  ought  to 
be  repeated  or  not,  he  having  refused  to  accept  of  it  before  said  circum- 
stance occurred ;  and  nobody  acting  with  good  faith  can  classify  me  as 
tardy y  if  I  had  to  take  all  these  steps,  and  to  attend  besides  to  all  the 
argent  business  of  the  department  in  the  two  or  three  days  not  com- 
plete that  passed  between  the  26th  of  July,  in  which  the  memorial  of 
this  date  that  Meade  quotes  was  received  by  me,  (unless  it  was  retained 
in  his  own  hands,  or  some  one  else's,)  until  the  night  of  the  28th, 
when  he  says  (and  it  is  saying  much)  that  I  delivered  it  to  the  clerk. 
In  fine,  this  memorial  produced  the  effect  desired  .by  Meade — that  is, 
that  I  ordered  the  secretary  charged  with  the  department  of  state  to 
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send  an  official  commanication  to  the  ambassador,  asking  a  second 
time  his  mediation,  as  appears  by  the  documents. 

Meade  could  not  have  chosen  a  more  disadvantageous  attack  for 
him  against  roe  than  that  of  tardiness.  Your  highness  is  a  witness 
of  the  contrary,  and  likewise  the  anterior  administration,  all  mj 
subalterns  in  both  departments,  all  the  individuals  and  corporations 
that  are  in  correspondence  with  me  ;  and  from  the  declarations  of  all 
will  be  seen,  if  required,  the  absurdity  of  such  an  assertion,  and  the 
mistaken  idea  of  Meade  about  my  character.  His  object  rather  ap- 
pears to  be  to  abuse  and  injure  the  persons  to  whom  the  nation  has 
intrusted  the  management  of  its  affairs  and  interests,  rather  than  to 
show  the  justice  that  he  may  think  on  hie  side,  with  the  circumspec- 
tion with  which  every  man  of  sense  does  it,  preferring  reason  to  dis- 
respect. This  appears  to  be  the  case  from  the  contents  of  the  last 
paragraph,  page  46. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  national  honor  and  public  credit 
consist  in  the  government's  fulfilling  exactly  and  religiously  all  the 
obligations  contracted  in  its  name,  of  which  honor  every  citizen  par- 
ticipates when  he  wishes  to  behave  like  an  honest  man  ;  and  I  having 
given  repeated  proofs  of  my  being  as  honest  as  any,  we  must  conclude 
that,  desiring  the  good  and  knowing  the  way  of  obtaining  it,  I  shall 
have  omitted  nothing  towards  it,  however  much  the  malice  of  certain 
beings  may  try  to  censure  my  proceedings,  without  first  regarding 
whether  their  own  has  gained  them  the  good  or  bad  opinion  of  the 
public. 

If  Meade  had  come  forward  to  investigate  the  qualities  that  form 
my  personal  character,  he  would  have  been  sufficiently  undeceived  to 
express  himself  in  more  secure  and  firm  language,  without  making 
use  of  words  insignificant  in  the  way  in  which  he  has  presented  them, 
and  which  contain  a  second  intention.  Such  are,  besides  the  above- 
mentioned,  the  words  he  makes  use  of  to  tell  me  that  the  resentments 
and  complaints  that  he  has  against  me  are  many.  Let  him  speak 
plainly,  and  have  no  doubt  about  my  satisfying  him  completely ;  but 
in  the  meantime  I  cannot  help  observing  that  perhaps  these  complaints 
of  Meade's  would  have  been  converted  into  eulogies  if  I  had  contrib- 
uted to  his  having  been  paid,  as  he  wished,  even  though  that  very  day 
the  armies  should  have  gone  without  food,  and  the  ruin  of  the  country 
followed,  which  cannot  interest  him  as  much  as  it  does  me.  The  pub- 
lication of  Meade's  is  as  wanting  in  truth  as  in  foundation,  as  incon* 
siderate  as  rude,  and,  in  fine,  as  daring  and  injurious  against  the 
country,  against  your  highness,  and  against  all  those  who  form  the 
high  government,  that  he  alone  is  sufficient  to  overthrow  the  social 
order,  compromising  the  authorities  that  sustain  it,  without  his  being 
able  to  allege  his  great  services,  which,  although  they  are  certain, 
lose  their  merit,  published  by  himself,  showing,  by  these  means,  that 
the  inducement  for  doing  them  has  not.  been  altogether  the  love  of  the 
cause  of  Spain  ;  and  I,  far  from  such  arrogance,  omit  to  relate  mine, 
in  order  that  the  public  may  draw  comparisons,  who,  without  this 
requisite,  will  know:  how  to  do  it  to  my  advantage.  It  is  well  known 
to  your  highness  that  in  order  to  fulfil  the  duties  belonging  to  both 
departments,  I  have  not  rested  one  single  moment^  to  the  injury  of 
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my  health,  that  more  than  once  has  felt  it ;  and  I  am  sure  that  in  all, 
as  well  as  in  the  particular  affairs  here  referred  to,  I  have  fulfilled  my 
duty  in  a  manner  that  has  merited  the  approbation  of  your  highness, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  atii  undeserving  of  that  of  the  public  ;  and  with 
this  internal  satisfaction,  joined  to  the  happy  circumstance  of  not  pos- 
sessing at  the  present  day  (let  it  be  permitted  me  to  say  so  at  once) 
the  slightest  stain  that  even  the  least  impartial  can  attach  to  me,  I 
might  be  passive  under  the  unjust  accusations  of  Meade.  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  authorizes  these  acts :  the  just 
liberty  of  the  press  has  its  limits  ;  but  let  us  suppose  that  this  was  not 
so.  How  is  it  possible,  serene  lord,  that  a  man  in  my  station  can 
abandon  the  affairs  under  his  care,  (as  has  almost  happened  to  me  in 
these  days,)  having  in  his  hands,  alternately,  these  documents,  then 
others,  and  now  this  answer,  with  the  risk  of  not  understanding  them 
exactly,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  opinion,  answering,  by  means  of  the 
press,  whoever,  justly  or  unjustly,  may  wish  to  diminish  his  reputa- 
tion, criticising  the  measures  of  his  department?  How  is  it  possible, 
either,  that  any  man  of  honor  can  be  so  insensible  to  these  imputations 
as  to  hear  them  without  endeavoring  to  refute  them  ?  And  if  he  has 
to  support  his  reputation  at  such  a  cost,  what  time  will  he  have  for 
attending  to  the  affairs  of  the  country?  What  injuries  must  not  ne- 
cessarily follow  if,  to  occupy  myself  in  such  contestations,  that,  with 
equal  reason,  all  those  who  do  not  see  their  desires  fulfilled  have  a 
right  to  exact,  I  abandon  the  necessary  affairs  of  the  department? 
He  certainly  would  not  have  selected  a  more  effectual  way  to  retard  the 
operations  of  the  government,  when  these  require  to  be  managed  with 
all  rapidity.  There  will  not  be  wanting  some  restless  spirit,  who, 
classifying  these  my  observations  as  tending  to  despotism,  will  allege 
that  if  the  government  and  miniuters  would  act  according  to  justice, 
they  would  avoid  this  trouble ;  and,  in  truth,  that  reason  is  destroyed  in 
this  case,  because,  having  acted  with  the  greatest  impartiality,  and  as 
the  good  of  the  country  required,  neither  your  highness  nor  I  have 
been  able  to  escape  from  calumny ;  and  where  is  the  affair  that  the 
government  decides  that,  however  justly  it  may  be  decided,  does  not 
produce  some  discontent?  So  that  the  occupation  of  time  in  these 
answers  does  not  fail  to  be  an  effectual  evil,  and  in  not  correcting  it 
the  government  itself  must  experience  its  results.  I  have  frequently 
addressed  your  highness,  both  by  word  and  in  writing,  that  you  should 
be  pleased  to  name  me  a  successor,  even  though  he  should  be  cui  inr 
terimj  because  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the 
department  of  finance ;  but  your  highness,  honoring  me  highly* 
wished  not  to  accede  to  my  solicitations,  but  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  one  elected  as  proprietor.  For  my  happiness,  this  so  muph  de- 
sired moment  has  arrived,  and  to-day  I  have  delivered  to  him  the 
business  of  that  department ;  but  I  have  the  misfortune  to  leave  the 
office  not  as  I  should  have  done  previous  to  this  business,  but  with  the 
offensive  note  that  Meade  wishes  to  impute  to  me,  if,  with  what  has 
been  related,  it  is  not  refuted.  Therefore  I  conclude,  serene  lord,  with 
announcing  to  you,  that  if  these  scenes  are  to  be  repeated,  no  one  will 
be  able  to  remain  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  even  your  highness  will 
have  to  give  them  up,  if  you  are  called  on  to  exculpate  yourself  before 
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the  public  from  such  imputations  as  those  that  Meade  makes,  or  maia- 
tain  for  this  object  one  or  more  writers  that  may  do  it.  So  that  I  hope 
that  your  highness,  being  convinced  of  these  troths,  and  that  for  the 
decorum  of  the  government,  and  particularly  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try, you  will  adopt  the  most  prudent  measures,  that  each  one  may 
fulfil  his  duty  and  be  confined  thereto,  since  this  case  will  be  an  ex- 
ample that  may  serve  as  a  model  to  the  rest. 
Cadiz,  Sef^ember  12,  1812. 

Whilst  they  were  printing  this  representation,  Mr.  Ignacio  de  la 
Pezuela,  secretary  ad  interim  of  the  department  of  state,  published  the 
following  letter: 

'^  Dear  Sib  :  Beading  the  representation  entitled  Scandalous  Bain, 
&c.,  given  to  the  public  by  Richard  Meade,  I  observed  some  things 
that  I  ought  not  to  pass  over  in  silence,  because  they  relate  to  a  de- 
partment of  the  ministry  under  my  charge. 

^^In  his  representation  of  the  2d  of  August  last,  addressed  to  the 
national  congress,  Meade  says^  (pages  41,  42,  and  43,)  the  endeavors 
he  had  made  through  the  department  of  finance,  in  order  that  the  re- 
gency of  the  kingdom  should  interest  itself  with  the  ambassador  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  order  that  the  consul,  Mr.  James  Duff,  should 
receive  in  payment  from  Meade  the  three  bills  that  the  latter  held  of 
the  Spanish  government;  that  after  repeated  importunities,  he  at  last 
obtained  that  an  official  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  ambassador,  but 
as  the  minister  of  state  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  preceding  events, 
he  sent  an  official  letter  so  dry,  and  without  any  explanation  or  re- 
commendation, that  it  vas  denied. 

*'  The  official  letter  was  clear,  and  a  very  honorable  explanation  for 
Meade,  and  the  most  proper,  in  order  that  the  recommendation  de- 
pending upon  it  should  have  effect.  It  stated  that  the  services  ren- 
dered by  Meade  during  the  war,  and  his  large  advancements  for  the 
fulfilment  of  contracts  of  provisison  made  with  the  royal  finance, 
made  him  a  creditor  to  the  considerations  of  the  government,  and  that 
on  this  account  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  commanded  me  to  his 
excellency  the  ambassador  the  solicitation  that  the  consul  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  might  accept  of  Meade,  in  payment  of  his  debt,  the 
bills  given  to  him  by  the  treasurer  general.  Such  were  the  expressions 
of  the  official  letter." 

'^  Meade  then  refers  that  he  solicited  again,  and  that  he  informed 
me  of  everything  relating  to  the  business,  and  that  I  replied  that  it 
was  necessary  that  the  minister  of  finance  should  send  me  another 
official  letter  repeating  the  request,  but  he  does  not  add  that  in  fact 
it  was  sent  to  me  under  date  4th  of  August,  and  so  pressing,  that 
after  encharging  me  to  request  the  ambassador  the  second  time,  in 
order  that  he  should  admit  Meade's  solicitation,  it  added,  ^  since  this 
is  requested  for  the  good  of  the  state,  and  is  exacted  by  the  considera- 
tion that  Meade  merits  it  from  the  government  on  account  of  his  sig- 
nal services  in  the  epocha  of  our  revolution.' 

^'I  thus  communicated  it  in  my  second  letter  to  the  ambassador , 
saying  that  by  not  granting  the  request,  serious  injury  might  accrue 
to  the  interests  of  the  state.  Nor  was  I  contented  with  the  letters;  I 
went  personally  to  see  his  excellency  ;  I  spoke  to  him  and  exhorted 
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him  with  all  the  force  in  my  power,  and  he  answered  me,  giving 
many  reasons  that  he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not  accede  to  the  de- 
mand ;  and  he  has  repeated  the  same  to  me  since  in  writing,  author^ 
izing  me  to  publish  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  satisfy  the  desires  of 
the  regency  from  the  motives  he  expressed. 

"  IGNACIO  DE  LA  PIZUELA. 
''  Cadiz,  September  10,  1812." 

P.  D.  ^^In  order  that  nothing  that  has  passed  on  this  affair  may 
be  concealed,  I  must  say  that  several  persons,  among  others  Mr.  Fi- 
gueroa,  then  minister  of  finance,  and  particularly  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
Victor  Soret,  desired  me  with  much  earnestness  that  I  should  repeat 
my  solicitations  to  the  ambassador." 

And  this  being  a  proof  which  confirms  the  interest  that  the  govern-^ 
ment  took  in  favor  of  Meade  to  avoid  the  injury  that  he  himself  com- 

Elains  of  in  his  representation,  it  has  been  convenient  to  insert  it 
ere,  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  convinced  of  the  want  of  reason 
with  which  Meade  has  given  to  his  representation  the  title  under 
which  it  has  been  published.    Serene  lord, 

JOSEPH  VASQUEZ  FIQUEROA. 

KoTB. — Those  who  may  wish  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  what  this 
manifest  contains,  may  apply  to  the  secretary's  office  of  state  and  the 
department  of  finance,  where  will  be  shown  the  affair  and  all  its  origi- 
nal documents. 

Cnr  07  Philadelphia  : 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1824,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  John  Leamy, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident  in  this  city,  who  being 
duly  sworn,  declares  and  says,  that  the  annexed  book  or  pamphlet, 

{printed  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled,  ^^  Exposicion  Presentada  a 
a  Regencia  del  Beyno  Por  el  Secretario  de  Elstado  y  del  despacho  de 
Marina  y  interino  del  de  Hacienda  Don  Jose  Yasquez  Figueroa,  en 
virtud  del  manifiesto  publicado  por  Don  Bicardo  Meade,"  and  of 
which  a  translation  is  annexed,  is  the  very  identical  pamphlet  re- 
ceived by  me  from  Bichard  W.  Meade  in  the  year  1812  ;  that  it  has 
been  in  my  possession  from  that  period  till  the  present,  when  I  have^ 
at  the  request  of  said  Meade,  returned  it  to  him,  and  subscribed  this 
deposition. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1824. 

WILLIAM  MILNOB,  Alderman. 

Cm  OF  Philadelphia,  as  : 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, personally  appeared  Felix  Merino,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  professor  of  the  Spanish  language  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  established  in  this  city,  who,  beins  duly  sworn,  declares 
and  says,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  literal  translation  of  the  annexed 
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printed  book  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled  ^^  EzpoBicion  Presen- 
tada  a  la  Begencia  del  Beyno  For  el  Secretajrio  de  Estado  j  del  despa- 
cho  de  marina  e  interino  del  de  Hacienda  Don  Jo8§  Vasquez  Figue- 
roa,  en  yirtud  del  manifiesto  publicado  por  Don  Bichardo  Meade." 

FELIX  MEBINO. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JAMES  BABKEB,  Alderman. 


No.  m.— F. 


Bqpreaentacum  del  Teaorero  Oeneral  en  exercicio  Don  Victor  Sord  d  la 
Regenda  de  Uta  Espanaa^  en  conteatacion  al  manijieato  de  D,  Bicardo 
Meade. 

SerenIsimo  Set^ob  :  Afianzada  mi  opinion  particular  en  la  honradez 
que  me  grangeo  la  confianza  y  la  estimacion  publicas,  no  vengo  ahora 
6  vindicar  anteV.  A.  los  ultrages  con  que  Don  Bicardo  Meade  procura 
destrozar,  en  el  Manifiesto  que  ha  dado  a  luz,  el  buen  concepto  que 
gozo  entre  mis  conciudadanos.  Constituido  en  un  empleo  publico,  y 
obligado  &  dar  cuenta  4  Y.  A.  y  alaNacion  enterade  mis  operaciones; 
todo  lo  que  mi  moderacion  y  el  convencimiento  de  mi  conciencia  me 
prohibe  para  vengar  las  injurias  que  contra  mi  vierte  Meade,  otro 
tranto  me  es  licito,  y  aun  de  deber  para  justificar  la  conducta  del 
Tesorero  general  en  exercicio^  y  para  desvanecer  las  imputaciones 
calumniosas  con  que,  ofendiendo  el  decoro  de  Y.  A.,  intenta  introducLr 
la  desconfianza  de  su  justificacion  y  sabiduria. 

Superflua  sin  duda  seria  para  Y.  A.  esta  tarea,  que  en  su  mismo 
proceder  y  en  el  conocimiento  del  negocio  que  promueve  los  insultos 
de  Meade  tiene  la  mejor  satisfaccion  de  la  conducta  del  Tesorero,  si  la 
manera  con  que  aquel  comerciante  ha  hecho  manifiestas  sus  quejas  en 
el  Pdblico,  al  tiempo  mismo  que  tanto  disfraza  la  verdad,  no  fuese  la 
mas  &  proposito  para  fascinar  a  la  muchedumbre.  Propensa  esta 
siempre  a  la  maledicencia,  asi  como  nada  es  mas  dificil  que  encontrar 
en  ella  un  espiritu  analisis  y  de  observacion,  tampooo  hay  nada  mas 
facil  que  arrastraria,  6  extraviarla  en  su  creencia,  quando  amontonando 
los  denuestos  y  los  insultos,  se  la  lisongea  ademas  increpando  la  con- 
ducta de  aquellos  funcionarios  que,  por  la  gravedad  y  delicadeza  de 
sus  empleos,  estan  mas  proximos  a  Ilamar  sobre  si  la  ojeriza  de  las 
pasiones  privadas,  que  a  persuadir  del  duro,  pero  irresistible  imperio 
que  exercen  las  necesidades,  que  es  de  su  cargo  aliviar  y  socorrer. 
Entre  estos  ninguno  se  halla  mas  expuesto  a  sufrir  golpes  crueles  en 
su  credito  que  el  Tesorero  general;  y  como  su  credito  eselde  la  Nacion 
misma,  no  solo  es  precise  que  yo  ponga  &  la  vista  de  Y.  A.  la  s6rie  de 
los  hechoB  que  ban  intervenido  en  los  tratos  con  Meade,  si  no  que, 
presentando  al  Publico  esta  exposicion,  destruya  las  sospechas  que 
puedan  haberse  suscitado  sobre  la  rectitud  y  pureza  de  mi  manejo. 

El  principio  de  los  cr6dito0  de  Don  Bicardo  Meade  contra  el  Gobierno 
precede  de  los  siguientes  articulos  que  en  18  de  Diciembre,  de  1811, 
oontratd  conesta  Junta  provincial. 
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13,000  barrilesdeharina &   16J  pfs 217,750 

1,500  quintales  de  arroz a      6A    id ,  9,750 

500  barriles  de  carne  de  Norte  a    16J   id 8,250 

450  idem  de  tocino. a    22    id 9,900 

245,650 


El  page  de  esta  oontrata,  que  debia  verificarse  por  la  Junta  baxo  ed 
8U  respoQsabilidad,  fue  estipulado  en  esta  forma. 

Pa,  fa.  70,000.  ea  letras  del  Gobierno  sobre  la  Habana,  mitad  4 
30  7  mi^ad  k  60  dias  vista,  todas  por  valor  de  75,000  pesos,  en  cuya 
cantidad  se  incluia  el  cam  bio  convenido. 

Pa.  fa.  88,000.  pagaderos  en  Loodres  por  carta  orden  del  Tesorero 
general  director  del  Giro  a  cargo  de  Don  Juan  Manuel  de  Gandasegui, 
&  satisfacer  de  los  caudales  que  obrasen  en  su  poder  de  cuenta  del 
Gobierno  al  cambio  de  47  peniques  por  peso  de  128  \  a.  j  bX  plazo 
preciso  de  cinco  meses,  corrido  el  qual  y  do  siendo  pagado  este  importe, 
«ra  cuenta  de  la  Junta  cuidar  de  hacerlo. 

Pa.  fa.  88,000.  ])agado8  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  recibiese  el 
Gobierno  procedentes  de  Nueva-Espana,  6  el  Peru,  de  cuya  cantidad 
tomaria  la  Junta  provincial  el  competeute  libramiento,  7  lo  endosaria 
a  favor  de  Meade  para  que  hiciese  de  el  el  uso  que  estim&ra. 

Aprobadad  esta  contrata  por  Y.  A.  en  19  del  propio  diciembre, 
recibio  Meade  por  mano  de  la  Junta  las  letras  sobre  la  Habaua,  las 
cartas  ordenes  contra  Gandaseguiy  el  libramiento  de  ps.  fs.  88,000  & 
Batisfacer  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  entrasen  en  caxa  de  Nueva- 
Espana  6  del  Peru,  que  fue  expedido  por  la  Tesoreria  general  en  25 
de  enero  ultimo,  a  conseqiieQcia  de  orden  de  21  del  mismo. 

El  segundo  credito  de  Meade  trae  su  origen  de  otra  contrata  de 
12,000  barriles  de  harina,  que  celebro  con  el  Gobierno  en  21  de  enero 
de  este  ano  al  precio  de  17  ps.  fs.  barril,  k  satisfacer  su  importe  de  ps. 
fs.  204^000  por  mitad  de  los  primeros  7  segundos  caudales  que  se 
ricibiesen  de  las  provincias  de  ultramar.  Cumplida  por  Meade  la 
parte  que  le  tocaba  en  esta  contrata,  se  me  mando  en  orden  de  Y.  A. 
de  3  de  marzo  (ntimero  I*'.)  que  dispusiese  los  medios  de  Uevar  defecto 
lo  estipulado ;  en  cu7a  virtud  se  expidieron  en  7  de  aquel  mes  dos 
libramientos  sobre  el  Tesorero  de  la  Hacienda  nacional  en  esta  plaza 
por  importe  de  los  enunciados  viveres ;  el  uno  de  2,040,000  rs.  6  sean 
88  ps.  is,  a  satisfacer  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  se  recibiesen  de 
ultramar,  7  el  otro  de  igual  suma  a  pagar  de  los  segundos  que  Uega- 
aen  del  propio  destino 

El  ultimo  credito  de  Meade  viene  de  la  contrata  que  por  orden  de 
A.  Y.  (numero  T)  7  en  union  la  Tesoreria  con  Don  Miguel  Lobo  y 
Don  lldefonso  Buiz  del  Bio  fue  celebrada  en  27  de  febrero  ultimo  de 
las  siguientes  provisiones. 
14,000  barriles  de  harina a  16i  pfs 234,500 

2,500  quintales  de  arroz a    8....i * 20,000 

800  barriles  de  carne  salada  a  18 14,400 

600  idem  de  tocino k  24 14,400 

283,300 
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Por  esta  contrata,  que  aprobo  Y.  A.  en  7  del  siguieiite  marzo,  se 
obligo  Meade  &  entregar  los  vfveres  por  partes  iguales,  en  los  meses 
de  marzo  y  abril  puest.is  en  tierra,  j  para  su  pago  foe  oonyenido  que 
se  le  entregaria  una  libranza  sobre  las  caxas  de  Vera  Crnz  i  30  dias 
▼ista  de  trescientos  mil  ps.  fs.  por  yalor  de  ps.  235  mil,  deduciendo 
nn  premio  6  cambio  de  15  por  ciento,  7  el  resto  de  ps.  28,300  ee  le 
satisfarfa  en  esta  el  31  de  mayo  prefixo.  Ademas  se  ofrecio  k  Meade 
recomendar  al  Yirrey  de  Mexico  el  pago  de  la  libranza,  conoedi^ndosele 
la  facultad  de  extraer  de  Nneva-Espana,  para  el  puerto  que  le  aoomo- 
dase,  los  300  mil  pesos  libres  de  todos  derecbos,  pndiendo  enviar  a 
recogerloe  an  bnque  espanol  6  ingles,  con  tal  de  qne,  si  fuese  nacional, 
habia  de  ir  cargado  6  en  lastre,  con  arreglo  4  las  leyes  de  Espana,  y 
si  extrangero  en  lastre  precisamente;  aunque  en  qualquiera  de  los  dos 
cases  le  qnedaba  el  permiso  de  enviar  una  persona  de  sa  confianza  qne 
se  encarg&ra  de  este  caudal.  Finafmente,  se  estipulo  el  arreglo  de 
todas  las  cuentas  pendientes  con  Meade,  y  se  le  ofreci6  verificar  el 
pago  de  la  carta  6rden  que  se  le  tenia  dada  sobre  Londres,  en  los 
tSrminos  que  el  mismo  indicd,  por  el  saldo  de  sus  erudites  antignos,- 
luego  que  hubiese  aviso  de  no  ser  prontamente  satisfecha,  subrogando 
en  su  lugar  6rdenes  6  letras  por  otras  cantidades  que  tuviese  el  (xo- 
bierno  en  aquella  Plaza. 

Tales  son  los  contratos  que  Don  Bicardo  Meade  ba  oelebrado  desde 
18  de  diciembre  de  1811  hasta  27  de  febrero  de  este  aSo  de  mi  exer- 
cicio,  y  sus  importes  respectivos  son  &  saber  : 

1\  compra  de  yfveres  por  ps.  fs 245,660 

2».  idem Idem 204,000 

Z\  idem idem 283,300 

732,950 


Este  total  que,  como  se  demuestra,  est&  muy  cerca  de  quince  mil- 
lones  de  reales,  ee  sin  duda  el  ihndamento  en  que  se  apoyo  Meade 
para  asegurar  i  las  Cortes  generates  y  extraordinarias,  en  su  repre- 
sentacion  de  29  de  julio,  que  la  Nacion  le  era  dudosa  de  un  millon  de 
pesos.  La  narracion  que  acabo  de  sujetar  &  la  consideracion  de  V.  A. 
basta  &  probar  la  impudencia  con  que  Meade  aspir6  &  sorprehender  al 
Soberano,  si  bien  en  la  obscuridad  que  se  advierte  en  su  mode  de  ex- 
presar  el  origen  de  sus  erudites,  y  estado  actual  de  ellos,  y  en  la 
grosera  sutileza  de  incluir  en  la  suma,  para  engrasar  el  total,  el  im- 
porte  de  lo  ya  satisfecho  y  de  lo  que  resta  por  satisfacer,  did  el  testi- 
monio  mas  solemne  de  que  empleaba  un  subterfugio^  cuya  suerte 
queria  ensayar.  Ni  es  esta  la  6nica  muestra  de  contradiccion  y  de 
malicia  que  se  encuentra  en  las  representaciones  de  Meade.  En  la 
que  dirigio  a  S.  M.  en  2  de  agosto,  reduciendo  ya  su  alcance  &  mas  de 
catorce  millones,  dice  que  tiene  que  ir  a  America  a  ccbrar  la  mitad. 

Antes  de  entrar  en  el  ez&men  de  esta  circunstancia,  que  en  el  modo 
aislado  con  que  la  presenta  parece  serlede  grave  perjuicio,  es  necesario 
que  y.  A.  dedique  su  atencion  a  purificar  conmigo  ese  alcance,  que 
Meade  supone  tan  enorme. 

De  las  tres  partidas  en  que  para  el  pago  fue  dividio  el  importe  de  la 
1\  contrata,  no  solo  recibid  las  letras  sobre  la  Habana  por  70,000  ps. 
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de  yalor^  sino  que  las  cartas  ^rdenes  dadas  en  28  de  diciembre  contra 
Gand&segai  de  ps.  fs.  88,000  al  plazo  de  cinco  meses,  quedaron  satis- 
fechas  en  11  de  marzo  de  este  ano,  esto  os^  k  los  dos  y  medio  meses 
escasos  de  su  data ;  de  donde  resulta  que  por  este  respecto  es  solo 
acreedor  Meade  &  los  88,000  ps.  del  libramiento  que  se  le  expidio  en 
25  de  enero  &  pagar  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  recibiese  el  Gobierno 
de  Neu^a-EspaAa  6  el  Perfi.  Igualmente  lo  es  por  los  dos  libramien- 
tos  de  &  102  mil  ps.  fs.  cada  uno  que  se  dieron  en  7  de  marzo  sobre  el 
Tesorero  de  hacienda  en  esta  Plaza,  valor  de  su  2*.  contrata,  7  a  satis- 
facer  de  los  primeros  7  segundos  caudales  que  se  recibiesen  tambien 
de  ultramar.  Los  ps.  283,300  &  que  ascendio  la  tercera  contrata,  ban 
side  pagados,  los  255  mil  en  letras  sobre  Nueva-Espana,  que  al  tenor 
de  las  estipulaciones  all!  convenidas,  ban  sido  eficazmente  recomenda- 
das  al  yirre7  de  aquellas  provincias;  7  el  resto  de  ps.  fs.  28,300  fue 
entregado  en  efectivo  por  la  Tesoreria  general  en  2  de  junio  de  este 
afio,  es  decir,  4  los  dos  dias  del  yencimiento  del  pagar^.  Y.  A.  est& 
instruido  de  que  usando  Meade  de  la  facultad  de  enyiar  un  buque 
nacional  6  extrangero  &  recoger  el  importe  de  sus  letras  en  la  Habana, 
8olicit6  7  obluvo  el  permiso,  que  aprobaron  las  Cortes,  de  despachar 
tin  barco  ingles,  como  en  efecto  lo  ha  verificado. 

Sumando  ahora  las  tres  partidas  que  legitimamente  se  adeudan  a 
Meade,  aparece  un  total  de  292  mil  ps.  fs.,  ollamense 6,840,000  rs.  yn. 
que,  juntos  con  rs.  1.066158  24  mrs.  de  varias  reclamaciones  hechas 
por  el  mismo  en  diferentes  respectos,  entre  las  quales  ha7  alguna 
suspendida  por  orden  de  V.  A.  hasta  aclarar  ciertos  puntos,  forman 
un  credito  contra  el  Gobierno  de  6.896168  rs.  7  24  mrs.  yellon. 

^De  donde,  pues,  proceden  esos  quince,  6  catorce  milliones  que 
Meade  asegura  le  adeuda  la  Nacion  ?  Una  falsedad  tan  insigne  pare- 
ceria  increible  en  un  hombre  que  sobre  acudir  al  Soberano,  no  yacila 
en  insultar  descaradamente  el  Gobierno  de  Y.  A.,  si  la  suspicacia  con 
que  presenta  su  crMito  no  conyenciera  de  que  caminaba  &  un  fin  sin 
reparar  mucho  en  los  medics.  Yo  quisiera  poder  suponer  k  Meade  las 
intenciones  mas  honestas ;  pero  ^  como  se  conciliar4  la  justicia  que  61 
reclama  con  la  misteriosa  ocultacion  del  yerdadero  estado  de  sus 
creditos?  ^Cdmo  podr&  hermanarse  con  la  buena  f6  el  estudiado 
olyido  con  que  Meade  se  desentiende  del  cumplimiento  de  muchas 
estipulaciones  de  sus  contratas  ? 

!Nocontento  con  abultar  su  deuda  para  hacer  mas  odiosoel  proceder 
de  Y.  A.,  oculta  cuidadosamente  que  ha7a  recibido  utra  suma  que  la 
de  28  ps.,  7  aun  esta  coufesion  la  hace  de  modo  que  solo  puede  seryir 
para  desacreditar  i  Y.  A.  Este  pago,  que  es  una  de  las  pruebas  mas 
eyidentes  del  esmero  con  que  la  Tesoreria  ha  cumplido  sus  obligaciones 
con  Meade,  pretende  el  obscurecerlo  diciendo  en  su  representacion  de 
2  de  Agosto  que  no  ee  le  ha  pagado  mas  que  28  pa,  d  cuenta  de  700, 
aiendo  asi  que  esta  suma  fue  la  unica  que  de  todas  sus  contratas  tuyo 
desde  luego  senalada  una  epoca  fixa  para  su  satisfaccion.  Pero  si  en 
efecto  no  ha  recibido  otra  partida  que  la  insinuada  ^  en  qu6  concepto 
deber&n  ser  consideradas  las  letras  importantes  325  mil  ps.  fs.  sobre 
las  caxas  de  Nueya-Espafla  ?  ^  Que  aplicacion  tendran  los  88  mil  ps. 
pagados  en  Londres  por  Gandasegui  ? 

Noha7duda;  7elobjetodeMeadehasidoalucinar;  7paracon8eguirlo 
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no  ha  teDido  reparo  en  abnsar,  6  oonfnndir  las  eBtipulcacionee  mas 
•agradas.  Y  si  estos  iiltimos  88  mil  ps.  debian  no  ser  mencionados, 
para  que  mas  resaltase  la  exhdrbitaucia  de  bus  catorce  millones ;  la  ne- 
cesidad  de  ir  &  America  &  cobrar  la  mitad  de  ellos,  que  mas  arriba 
hice  notar  &  Y.  A.^  era  tambien  conveniente  para  ponderar  la  magni- 
tnd  de  sua  servicios,  j  para  acriminar  la  condacta  de  Y.  A.  que  tan 
mal  los  correspondia.  Meade  ocultando  qne  el  oobro  de  esta  mitad  en 
nltramar  habia  sido  pactado  por  adhesion  y  conveniencia  mutna,  ha 
hecho  tanto  aeravio  &  su  probidad,  oomo  menoscabo  experimenta  sn 
buena  fe  qnando,  prescindiendo  de  que  el  importe  de  las  letras  es  an  ob- 
jeto  qne  debe  repntarse  por  solventado,  se  desentiende  de  la  Ibensa 
ne  en  si  envnelv^n  estos  contratos  para  inclnir  su  valor  en  el  indioe 
e  sus  creditos.  En  tanto  que  las  letras  6  libransas  no  sean  pagadas  al 
tiempo  de  su  vencimiento;  7  en  tanto  que  requerido  el  Gobierno  por 
este  defecto  no  ocurra  prontamente  6,  su  remedio,  Meade  no  tiene  el 
derecho  de  eztgir  i  Y.  A.  los  6.600000  rs.  de  su  importe,  nilees  lictto 
decirse  acreedor  de  esta  partida,  del  mismo  modo  que  en  sus  tratos 
mercantiles  no  le  es  permitido  apellidar  su  deudor  4  aquel  de  quien 
recibio  en  pago  de  un  saldo  legitimo  7  liquidado  una  6  mas  letras  de 
Gambia  CU70  plazo  no  est^  vencido* 

Aclarado  7a  el  alcance  verdadero  de  Meade  ^  qual  puede  haber  sido 
su  proposito  en  ex&gerarle ?  Y.  A.,  il  quien  ofende  tan  injustamente, 
no  podia  ser  sorprehendido,  ni  en  mi  mano  estaba  aumentar  ni  die- 
minuir  la  eeencia  de  sus  cr^itos.  i  Seria  acaso  su  deseo  dar  una 
prueba  en  esos  catorce  millones  de  la  injusticia  que  supone  en  mi 
conducta?  Pero  si  tan  f&cil  era  demostrar  esta  falsedad  ^i  que  fin 
esperaba  de  nn  subterfngio  tan  indecente  ?    ^  £xasperar  &  la  Nacion 

6  adormeoer  i  sus  acreedores  ?  A  estos  pertenece  el  dar  su  juste  pre- 
cio  6  las  ex&geraciones  de  Meade,  porque  ni  Y.  A.  puede  padeoer  en 
su  bien  merecido  credito  de  religioso  7  legal  en  sus  tratos,  quando  es 
acometido  en  tono  de  asonada  7  con  armas  tan  ruines,  ni  70  creo 
deber  justificarme  en  un  punto  en  que  los  hechos  7  dates  que  he  pro- 
ducido  hablan  por  si  mu7  bastante. 

No  asi  con  respecto  al  obstinado  empefio  que  tan  iDJuriosamente  me 
supone  Meade  de  desatenderle  en  el  page  de  sus  crudites  que  apellida 
los  mas  justos,  los  mas  antiguos,  los  mas  urgentes  7  preferibles, 
quando  no  solo  he  acudido  6,  la  solvencia  de  los  alcances  de  mis  ami- 
gos,  sine  que  teniendo  los  medios  de  auxiliaries  jamas  he  querido 
socorrerle  por  ser  enemigo  sujro. 

Yo  me  aostendria,  si  escribiese  solo  para  Y.  A.,  de  refutar  an  cargo 
que  envuelve  tanta  malicia,  puesto  que  al  Tesorero  general  no  le  es 
dado  verificar  niogun  pago  sin  una  orden  precedente  que  le  determine 

7  mande  executarlo.  Mas  quando  Meade  citando  en  su  representacion 
de  29  de  julio  los  caudales  que  se  recibieron  de  nltramar  por  el  navio 
Estandarte  7  el  bergantin  Cazador^  hace  yaler  laoondicion  de  ser  satis- 
fecho  con  los  primeros  7  se^ndos  caudales  que  ingresaran  de  nltramar, 
es  necesario  opener  a  la  violencia  de  sus  deduciones  el  poder  irresisti- 
ble de  la  verdad. 

Es  indubitable,  come  el  mismo  Meade  indica,  que  la  esperanza  de  los 
caudales  que  debia  conducir  ei  Estandarte  fue  el  apo70  con  que  el 
Gobierno  contaba  para  satisfacer  las  harinas,  que  se  destinaron  a 
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Cartagena  j  Alicante,  6  sean  los  204,000  ps.  fs.  de  la  2*.  contrata. 
Mead  que  encarece  tan  to  el  precio  &  que  las  did,  tendria  sin  duda  pre- 
sente  la  felicidad  con  que  hizo  su  otra  contrata  de  16  de  julio  de  1811; 

6  iguales  circunstandas  hubieran  producido  iguales  resultados  si  la 
llegada  de  aquel  navio  no  frustrara  las  mas  bien  fundadas  esp^ranzas. 
Notorio  es  que  de  todo  el  caudal  que  componia  su  registro^  solo  30^121 
ps.  fs.  yenian  para  la  hacienda  nacional,  j  aun  la  mayor  parte  de 
ellos  con  destino  al  fondo  de  Gorreos.  El  que  conduxo  de  la  Habana 
el  bergantin  Cazador  era  de  diferenles  corporaciones,  con  una  corta 
partida  para  el  Estado. 

Me  separare,  si  Meade  quiere,  de  las  grandes,  de  las  estrechas,  pe- 
rentorias  7  urgentes  necesidades  que  siempre  ban  pesado  sobre  el  Te- 
8oro  publico,  especialmente  en  la  6poca  de  la  llegada  de  estos  dos 
buques,  7  apelando  6  su  conciencia  le  preguntar6  si  el  est&  conyencido 
de  que  semejante  clase  de  caudales  era  la  que  estaba  afecta,  7  se  habia 
entendido  afectar  al  pago  de  sus  libramientos.  Estas  cortas  partidas 
llegadas  de  ultramar  no  merecen  el  nombre  de  caudales,'  ni  en  este 
aentido  se  ha  comprehendido  nunca  otra  cosa  que  aquellas  cantidades 
en  grande  que  se  aguardaban  del  Perfi  7  Nueva-Espana.  Insuficientes, 
pues,  las  recibidas  para  Uenar  los  cr6ditos  de  Meade,  razon  la  mas. 
poderosa  que  asisti6  a  Y.  A.  para  dictar  su  orden  de  10  de  ma70  (nti-^ 
mere  3)  no  fui  70  quien  dispuso  su  inversion  en  las  atenciones  urgen- 
tisimas  &  que  se  destinaron,  7  Y.  A.  asi  como  no  pudo  dar  ma7or 
satisfaccion  a  Meade,  tampooo  me  dexo  mas  arbitrio  que  obedecer  sa 
precepto  para  atender  a  aquel,  siempre  que  hubiese  oportunidad,  aua 
que  con  sujecion  &  la  orden  de  3  de  junio  (numero  4.) 

Si  alguna  ha  habido  en  la  Tesoreria  para  dar  cumplimiento  a  reo- 
omendacion  de  la  deuda  de  Meade,  primero  de  Y.  A  7  despues  de  S; 
M.,  es  lo  que  yo7  a  yentilar  ahora. 

No  me  detendrS  en  los  ingresos  ordinaries  desde  10  de  ma7o  hasta 
20  de  agosto,  en  cu7a  fecha  me  fue  comunicada  la  resolucion  de  las- 
Gdrteg  en  que  se  mejoraba  el  credito  de  Meade,  porque  ni  este  haoe 
mencion  de  ellos,  ni  jamas  han  correspondido  i  la  magnitud  de  las 
obligaciones.  Gontra76ndome,  pues,  &  los  cargos  que  contra  mi  deduce 
Hea^e  en  este  punto,  ninguno  mas  aparente,  ni  mas  especioso  que  las 
letras  sobre  Londres,  que  61  afirma  he  recibido  todos  los  meses. 

Este  error  es  nacido  del  examen  de  los  estados  de  la  Tesoreria, 
porque  adyirtiendo  Meade  en  ellos  el  cargo  de  las  candidates  recibidas 
del  Sefior  Embaxador  de  S.  M.  B.,  cre76  que  esto  proyendria  de  un 
arreglo  ooncluido  am  loe  ingleses^  en  cu7a  yirtud  he  recibido  desde  ef^ 
tcnces  todos  los  meses  de  tree  a  quatro  tniUoneSy  obstinandome  siempre 
en  no  darle  ni  un  quarto.  Mxxj  propenso  Meade  a  hacer  suposiciones 
gratuitas,  juzga  en  mi  un  manejo  tortuoso  la  inversion  de  estos  mil- 
lones  periodicos,  que  en  su  opinion  entraban  en  la  Tesoreria  para  ser 
distribuidos  &  mi  antojo.  Quando  solo  escuchamos  las  pasiones  priva- 
das,  6  el  mu7  mas  peiigroso  influxo  del  interfes  individual  tanto  nos 
apartamos  de  la  verdad  7  de  la  razon,  quanto  nos  acercamos  al  insultO' 

7  a  la  injusticia.     Esto  es  lo  que  ha  suoedido  a  Don  Bicardo  Meade. 
Y.  A.  sabe  que  para  salir  de  mu7  ahogados  apuros,  ha  facilitado  en 

tree  distintas  ocasiones  el  Sefior  Embaxador  de  Inglaterra  hasta  la 
ooncurrencia  de  trece  millones  de  reales  en  letras  pagaderas  a  4,  6  7 
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6  meses  en  Londres,  con  condicion  express  de  no  ser  negodadas  en 
esta  plaza,  y  de  qae  fin  importe  se  invirtiera  en  acopios  de  viveres  para 
los  ex6rcitos.  Sin  esta  condicion,  la  importancia  del  objeto  no  hubiera 
dexado  distraer  &  otras  atenciones  nn  socorro  proporcionado  para  este 
fin  directo.  Luego  ^  c6mo  era  posible  dedicar  tales  fondos  al  pago  de 
Meade  ?  Entre  una  deuda  que  tiene  sus  estipulaciones  proprias,  qne 
todavia  no  ban  podido  cumplirse^  7  la  escasez  6  falta  absoluta  de  pro- 
visiones  ^a  qual  necesidad  se  acudiria  primero?  For  otra  parte,  si 
las  letras  fueron  solicitadas  7  obtenidas  en  este  concepto  ^  tenia  Y .  A. 
arbitrio  para  variar  sus  destinos  ?  Los  creditos  de  Meade  i  son  acaso 
mas  sagrados  que  la  subsistencia  misma  del  soldado  ?  i  Puede  aqnel 
atestiguar  un  solo  hecho  que  manifieste  que  estas  letras  ban  tenido 
algun  otro  distinto  empleo  ?  Ni  Y.  A.  ba  podido  socorrer  con  ellas  a 
Meade,  ni  a  mi,  en  la  distribucion  que  con  arreglo  a  ordenes  poBitivas 
he  becho  de  su  valor,  me  ba  quedado  arbitrio  para  auxiliarle. 

La  ligereza  con  que  este  acrimina  todas  mis  operaciones  le  Hera  a 
decir  &  Y.  A.  en  su  representacion  de  23  de  agosto,  7  &  repetir  en  la 
que  presento  6,  S.  M.  al  dia  siguiente  24,  que  en  20  7  22  del  mismo 
existian  de  aquellas  letras  en  las  areas  nacionales  por  valor  excedente 
de  100  ps.  fs. ;  de  las  quales  me  apresuraba  &  disponer.  El  estado 
de  la  Tesoreria  que  acompafio  &  Y.  A.  fnumero  6^)  es  la  respuesta 
mas  convincente  que  puedo  dar  6  tan  torpe  acusacion ;  7  la  orden  de 
16  del  propio  agosto,  que  tambien  es  adjunta  (ntimero  6^)  en  donde 
mandd  Y.  A.  que  se  pasasen  6,  la  Direccion  de  Provisiones  los  100 
duros  que  la  estaban  asignados,  acabara  de  destruir  esta  imputacion, 
si  acaso  estriba  en  la  existencia  de  tal  fondo. 

Si  hasta  la  precitada  epoca  de  20  de  agosto  son  tan  infundadas  las 
acusaciones  de  Meade,  menos  lugar  tienen  todavia  desde  el  decreto  de 
S.  M.  ;  'porque  ni  en  el  corto  tiempo  que  ha  mediado  ha  habido  rc- 
cursos  para  cumplirle,  ni  en  quanto  &  la  obstinacion  que  me  atribuye 
Meade  para  no  pagarle,  me  resta  otra  imputacion  4  que  satisfacer 
siuo  la  que  me  bace  de  la  indiferencia  con  que  se  procedid  a  so- 
licitar  del  sefior  Embaxador  cle  S.  M.  B.  la  admision  de  sus  tres 
libramientos. 

Llegada  a  manos  de  Y.  A.  esta  instancia,  se  sirvio  mandar  en  6 
de  Julio  que  expusiese  mi  dictamen  en  la  materia,  como  lo  execute  al 
inmediato  dia  7.  ,,Los  servicios  que  ba  hecho  Meade  en  la  epoca  de 
nuestra  revolucion,  digo  en  este  informe,  7  sus  grandes  desembolsos 
originados  por  sus  contratas,  le  hacen  acreedor  a  las  posibles  conside- 
raciones  del  Gobierno ;  7  asi  por  esto,  como  porque  de  la  suspension 
de  su  giro  podrian  seguirse  otros  graves  males  a  las  casas  de  comercio 
con  quienes  tiene  relaciones,  me  parece  mu7  propio  de  la  equidad  7 
justificacion  de  S.  A.  que  tenga  4  bien  recomendar  al  sefior  Embaxa- 
dor iugles  la  citada  solicitud,  asegurandole  que  de  los  primeros 
caudales  que  vengan  de  America  se  le  satisfar&n  los  190  ps.  i's.  de 
las  dos  primeras  partidas,  7  el  resto  de  los  segundos  ;  en  lo  qual  no 
resulta  ningun  perjuicio  al  erario,  por  la  obligacion  en  que  se  halla 
constituido  por  las  mismas  contratas  de  satisfacer  en  la  forma  indi- 
cada  en  los  expresados  libramientos." 

Esta  opinion,  que  en  iuerza  de  mi  conciencia  hice  manifiesta  para 
Y.  A.,  es  quiz&  bastante  contestacion  al  empefio  que  dice  Meade 
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tengo  acreditado  de  arruinar  8U  casa  de  comercio  ;  pero  todavia  paedo 
xecordar  a  Y.  A.  todos  los  pasos  que  di  en  este  negocio^  que  no  se 
frostro  ciertamente  por  falta  de  eficacia  j  recomendacion.  Yo  no 
dudo  del  oficio  que  Meade  expone  reeibio  del  Consul  Don  Diego  Duff, 
anunciandole  su  creencia  de  que  el  seiior  Embaxador  accederia  a  la 
admision  de  los  292  ps.  fs.  de  los  libramientos,  luego  que  inter- 
pusiera  su  influxo  el  Gobierno.  Don  Juan  Jose  Iriarte  7  Don  Juan 
Antonio  Carazo,  vocales  de  esta  Juntd  provincial ,  que  me  acom- 
panaron  en  mi  visita  al  C&nsul,  pueden  deponer  no  solo  de  mis 
esfuerzos  para  el  logro  de  la  pretension  que  alii  nos  Uevaba,  sino  del 
solemne  empeno  que  le  hice  Fobre  mi  honor  de  lecoger  los  libra- 
mientos al  arribo  de  los  caudales  estipulados.  Usando  Duff  de  la 
franqueza  que  le  es  propia,  manifesto  que  hablaria  con  el  Senor  Em- 
"baxador,  puesto  que  61  carecia  de  facultades  para  complacernos. 
Entonces,  conforme  yo  con  los  deseos  que  me  expusieron  Don  Miguel 
Lobo  7  Don  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Bio,  represente  &  Y.  A.  la  urgencia 
de  interesar  al  Senor  Embaxador  para  evitar  la  transcendencia  que 
tendria  en  el  comercio  la  bancarrota  de  Meade,  CU70  suceso  convenia 
precaver  por  este  medio.  El  Secretario  de  Estado  reeibio  orden  de 
pasar  el  correspondiente  oficio  &  S.  E.  ;  7  70  mismo,  notando  la  tar- 
danza  de  su  contestacion,  inst^  de  nuevo  porque  se  hiciese  otro 
reouerdo  al  Senor  Embaxador,  quien  contestd  por  filtimo  que  carecia 
de  arbitrio  para  admitir  las  libranzas.  Finalmente  repetida  por 
Meade  esta  solicitud,  hable  de  nuevo  al  Senor  Secretario  de  Hacienda 
a  fin  de  que  se  instase  otra  vez  sobre  la  admision  a  8.  E.  Estas 
gestiones,  toda  conocidas  de  Y.  A.  ^  pueden  acaso  llamarse  ,,  un 
oficio  tan  sin  explicacion  ni  recomendacion  alguna,  que  mirada  la 
cosa  como  una  pretension  individual  fue  negada?''  Si  Y.  A.  no 
estuviese  7a  cerciorado  de  que  Meade  es  poco  escrupuloso  en  las  pro- 
posiciones  que  asienta,  se  admiraria  del  descaro  con  que,  sobre  pintar 
&  Y.  A.  como  insensible  6,  la  ruina  de  un  acreedor  del  Estado,  6  como 
un  egoista  indiferente  &  la  conservacion  del  honor  de  la  Patria  fiada  & 
su  gobierno,  se  detiene  tambien  &  recompensar  con  falsedades  7 
denuestos  los  pasos  oficiosos  7  eficaces  en  que,  a  los  deberes  de  un 
funcionario  publico,  aSadi  70  el  esmero  de  un  agente  particular. 
Pero  Meade  que  en  todos  los  escritos  de  su  manifiesto  no  ha  desmen- 
tido  en  una  sola  linea  el  car&cter  de  acusador  de  las  disposiciones  de 
Y.  A.  7  de  mi  obediencia  a  sus  ordenes,  constante  ademas  en  su 
propdsito  de  valerse  del  insulto  a  falta  de  mejores  razones,  no  tanto 
me  acrimina  &  mi  de  desobediente  6,  los  decretos  de  8.  M.  quanto  a  Y. 
A.  .que  6  ha  mirado  pasivo  mis  excesos  en  esta  parte,  6  ha  contribuido 
con  sus  6rdenes  a  la  impune  burla  que  me  atribu7e  de  los  soberanos 
mandates. 

Y.  A.,  que  en  la  confianza  del  augusto  Congreso  7  en  el  respeto  del 
Pueblo  espanol,  tiene  los  garantes  mas  magnificos  de  su  rectitud  7  de 
su  legalidad,  no  debe  siquiera  dignarse  de  dar  su  desprecio  &  una 
acriminacion  tan  insolente  ;  pero  70  que,  por  la  delicadeza  del  puesto 
que  ocupo,  necesito  arrostrar  la  fatalidad  de  ser  criticado  en  todas  mis 
operaciones  con  tanto  mas  rencor  e  injusticia,  quanto  ma7or  es  la  difi- 
cnltad  de  satisfacer  los  deseos,  7  aun  los  antojos  de  ciertos  hombres 
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que  solo  oonsQltan  su  inter^  pri^ado,  es  preciso  que  me  detenga  a 
oonfundir  la  atrocidad  de  este  cargo. 

En  orden  de  20  de  a^osto  (numero  7)  deseando  V.  A  Uevar  &  cabo 
la  disposicioQ  de  las  C6rtes,  me  mando  hacer  una  relacion  detallada 
de  los  objetos  urgentes  en  qne  debieran  emplearse  los  diez  millones 
del  servicio  que  recanda  cl  Ayuntamiento  de  esta  Plaza,  j  sobre  cayo 
fondo  pretendia  Meade  ser  socorrido  con  100  ps..  Al  sigiiiente  dia 
21  expuse  &  Y.  A.  por  el  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  lo  que  aparece  de  la 
copia  que  acompano  (numero  8)  en  cuya  consequencia  dispose  Y.  A. 
que  se  comunicase  k  Meade  la  orden  que  6\  publica  en  su  manifieato 
con  el  numero  9.  Mi  opinion  expresada  en  este  informe  con  la 
franqueza  y  libertad  que  me  dictaron  mi  deber  y  mi  conciencia  ^  paede 
Uamarse  una  burla  impune  de  las  ordenes  soberanas?  ^Estabaen 
mi  mano  la  entrega  de  los  ires  millones  en  que,  con  circunstancias 
especiales,  se  mejora  por  8.  M.  el  cr^dito  de  Meade?  ^ Podia  oon- 
testar  otra  cosa  al  papel  de  esta  de  22  de  agosto  (nlimero  9)  qoe  lo 
que  le  manifeste  en  23  del  mismo?  (nfimero  10.)  El  esfuerzo  que 
recomendaban  las  C6rtes  ^debia  yo  hacerlo,  6  era  Y.  A.  &  qaien 
correspondia  determinarlor  ^Y  quales  eran,  por  otra  parte,  lea 
medios  que  tenia  Y.  A.  para  verificar  este  esfuerzo?  ^Desaten- 
deria  las  urgentes  &  la  par  que  sagradas  obligaciones  que  expresa  la 
nota  que  se  incluia  en  mi  informe?  (niimero  11.)  ^Pudo  ser  jamas 
la  mente  de  S.  M.  que  porque  otros  acreedores  no  hubiesen  ido  &  im* 

fdorar  su  generosa  piedad  se  postergasen  sus  erudites,  y  se  mancillara 
a  misma  legalidad  que  procuraba  poner  &  salvo  en  sus  condescenden- 
cias  &  las  solicitudes  de  Meade  ?  Por  cumplir  anticipadamente  las 
estipulaciones  de  este  ^se  faltaria  &  otras  mas  perentorias,  y  en  el 
mismo  mode  importantes?  Las  6rdenes  que  Y.  A.  comumc6  para 
que  tuviese  cumplimiento  la  gracia  de  los  tres  millones  ^  no  es  un 
testimonio  de  la  obediencia  que  experimentaron  las  ordenes  sobe^ 
ranos?  Y  si  con  esta  conducta  queda  demostrado  que  Y.  A.  no  hace 
alarde  de  contrariar  las  disposiciones  de  las  Cortes,  qual  temeraria- 
mente  expresa  Meade  ^  de  qu^  genero  serian  los  esfuerzos  que  hiciera 
el  Tesoro  piiblico  quando  ni  tenia  letras  sobre  Londres^  ni  los  echo 
millones,  que  debla  percibir  del  Ayuntamiento,  habian  entrado  en 
sus  areas,  ni  alcanzan  &  cabrir  otras  mas  preferentes  obligaciones? 
Sea  en  buenhora  doloroso  el  estado  en  que  se  halla  Meade :  ^  es  culpa 
de  Y.  A.  que  los  caudales  de  ultramar  no  hayan  llegado  en  la  epoca 
que  se  esperaban  ?  ^  Bastarian  las  cortas  cantidades  recibidas,  aun 
quando  sin  reserva  se  hubiesen  entregado  a  Meade,  para  sacarle  de 
sus  apuros  ?  ^  era  esto  posible,  ni  imaginable  ?  En  el  breve  espacio 
que  na  corrido  desde  la  recomendacion  del  Soberano  hasta  el  mani- 
nesto  de  Meade  ?  ^  ban  podido  arbitrarse  rccursos  para  socorrerle  ? 
^  ban  llegado  registros  particulares,  cuyos  derechos  se  le  hayan  re- 
tenido,  6  rehusa^o?  ^ha  entrado  algun  fondo  considerable  en  la 
Tesoreria  ?  ^  lo  ha  habido  antes  de  esta  ^poca  en  cantidad  suficiento 
para  pagar  las  provisiones  que  nuevamente  se  contrataban  ?  ^  csstan 
cumplidas  todas  las  estipulaciones  pactadas  por  este  respecto  ?  ^  son 
unicas  las  circunstancias  de  Meade  ?  Poco  importa  que  por  el  descaro 
con  que  lo  afirma,  la  presuncion  est6  de  su  parte.  Don  Diego  M.*« 
Cann,  Don  Diego  Wardropp,  y  otras  muchos  acreedores  contestaian 
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por  mi  a  la  impostnra  de  Meade,  sin  que  para  disminuir  bq  atrocidad 
pueda  pretextarse  que  sas  criditos  6  no  son  fan  sagradoSi  6  caentan 
una  ipoca  mas  modema.  Todos  ellos  proceden  de  compras  de  TiyereBy 
oomo  se  insinua  en  la  nota  que  presento  numero  11,  y  todos  ellos  con- 
tienen  unos  pactos  positivos,  7  mas  explicitos  que  los  de  Meade,  que 
se  hallan  sujetos  a  la  llegada  de  los  caudales  que  todavia  no  se  han 
recibido. 

Esta  esencial  condioion,  que  no  puede  considerarse  infringida  por 
el  arribo  del  navio  Estandarte^  y  del  bergantin  Oazador,  lejos  de  au« 
torizar  a  Meade  para  quejarse  con  tante  acrimonia  de  la  falta  de  cum- 
plimiento  de  Y.  A.  de  las  mas  solemnee  obligaciones,  es  el  convenci- 
miento  mas  irrefragable  que  yo  puedo  ofrecer  de  la  injusticia  de  aquel 
comerciante,  y  de  la  imposibilidad  en  que  Y.  A.  se  ha  visto  de  Uenar 
BUS  estipulaciones.  Por  ventura  ^  puede  decir  Meade  que  han  Uegado 
otros  fondos  de  ultramar  ?  Persuadido  en  su  interior  de  que  Y.  A. 
no  ha  podido  .hacer  mas  en  obsequio  de  bus  pactos,  recurre  a  la 
calumnia  y  a  la  personalidad,  a  fin  de  satisfacer,  en  las  acriminaciones 
que  vierte  contra  mi,  la  desesperacion  a  que  le  han  reducido  el  orden 
incombinable  de  los  suoesos,  6  el  resentimiento  de  su  mal  calculo ; 
oonducta  adecuada  para  suplir  su  falta  de  razon,  y  para  allegar  parti* 
darios  a  sus  reclamaciones  acaloradas. 

No  intenfarS  desvanecer  la  impostura  con  que  afirma  Meade  que 
todas  las  contratas  oelebradas  por  mf  est&n  sol^entadas,  y  que  la  que 
no  se  encuentra  en  este  estado  es  en  razon  de  no  haberse  concluido  las 
entregas.  La  nota  de  21  de  agosto  responde  &  la  primera  parte  de 
esta  acusacion,  y  M.*  Cann,  Wardropp,  Casal,  Picardo,  puedon  con- 
fnndir,  la  segunda.  Mas  especioso  es  el  cargo,  en  que  me  califica  de 
nn  d^spota  y  de  un  criminal,  cuyos  caprichos  e  intereses  sobre  arruinar 
su  casa  de  comercio,  es  la  regla  que  gobierna  todos  los  pages  del  Te- 
'ftoro  nacional,  y  la  que  preside  k  las  contratas  escandalosas  que,  en  las 
tinieblas  de  mi  bufete,  celebro  con  mis  amigos  por  una  arbitrariedad 
reconocida  por  el  Soberano^  y  sin  intervencion  ninguna.  Es  necesa^ 
rio,  Seflor  serenfsimo,  que  aun  &  riesgo  de  imf>ortanar  su  atencion  con 
la  menuda  referencia  de  unos  hechos  que  Y.  A.  conoce  puesto  que  han 
side  dispuestos  por  Y.  A.  mismo,  trate  yo  de  lavar  esta  mancha  infame 
que  aniquila  mi  honor  como  funcinario  publico  y  como  ciudadano. 

Precise  es  subvertir  los  primeros  principios  de  que  nadie  debe  care- 
cer ;  precise  es  que  el  rencor  sea  mas  poderoso  que  todos  \og  estimulos 
de  la  propidad  y  del  buen  nombre;  precise  es  preferir  la  iamade  estii- 
pido  e  ignorante  &  la  confesion  du  una  verdad  doloroso,  para  que  Don 
Kicardo  Meade  se  enpeile  en  suponerme  iinico  dueiio  y  disponedor  de 
I#^caudales  que  ingresan  en  la  Tesorerfa.  El  mismo,  la  Nacion  toda 
Babe  que,  por  una  de  las  leyes  mas  inviolable?  de  este  establecimientOi 
el  Tesorero  no  puede  pagar  la  menor  suma  sin  una  orden  preoedente 
del  Gobierno,  ni  invertir  ningun  caudal  cuya  distribucion  no  haya  side 
dispuesta  6  aprobapa  por  el  mismo.  Si  este  hecho  no  admite  ningun 
g£nero  de  duda  ^  de  que  mode  probar&  Meade  esa  arbitrariedad  que 
pretende  reconocida  hasta  del  proprio  Soberano  ?  Las  pasiones  mines 
de  una  ojeriza  privada  ^pueden  alcanzar  hasta  Y.  A.,  cuya  orden 
debia  intervenir  en  qualquiera  pago  que  yo  hiciese  &  Meade  ?  Pero 
si  Y.  A.  es  el  que  mas  insultos  sufre  de  la  mordacidad  de  este  horn- 
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bre  i  cdmo  se  d68trnir&  este  cargo  patrocinado  por  tantos  para  quienes 
la  Patria  no  tiene  otra  necesidad  que  la  soya?  ^ por  tant(^  que  cuida- 
do808  solo  de  su  conserracion,  derraman  ademas  acibar  sobre  las 
crueles  beridas  de  esta  misma  Patria?  En  vano  acadiria  yo  &  las 
leyes  inmatables  de  la  verdad  y  de  la  jasticia  para  contrastar  una  im- 
putacion  que  iDioa  y  socava  todos  los  cimientos  de  confiansa^an  el 
Gobierno  espanol,  si  el  augusto  Congreso  4  quien  ella  ultraja,  no  res- 
pondiese  con  su  inalterable  recti tud,  con  su  amor  al  bien  de  las  Espa- 
has,  &  los  locos  exoesos  de  Meade,  que  debe  su  fortuna  al  Gobierno  que 
▼iiipendia  6  infama.  Si,  Seiior,  la  conseqiiencia  que  se  deriva  de  esta 
imputacion  es  tan  afrentosa  como  intergiversable.  Yo  seduzoo  &  Y. 
A.,  y  V.  A.  falta  &  los  santos  deberes  que  le  imponen  su  eminente 
estado.     Hasta  tal  extreme  se  extiende  el  atrevimiento  de  Meade. 

No  es  m^nos  maliciosa  la  parte  de  este  cargo  en  que  supone  la  mis- 
teriosa  obscuridad  de  mis  contratas  y  la  usurpacion  que  he  hecho  de 
las  facultades  de  la  Direccion  general  de  Provisiones.     Facilmente 
olWda  Meade  la  experiencia  que  hizo  impracticaUe  la  execucion  6, 
por  mejor  decir,  la  aplicacion  del  soberano  precepto  de  intervencion, 
dictado  para  otra  clase  de  contratas,  que  las  que  se  celebran  en  esta 
plaza,     y.  A.  se  halia  muy  enterado  de  las  causas  que  obligaron  &  no 
observar  las  formalidades  que  tan  poco  fruto  habian  producido  en  un 
principio^  6  que,  bablando  con  mas  propiedad,  sirvieron  tan  solo  para 
entorpecer  los  acopios.     Meade  puede  preguntar  6  la  Junta  de  Cadiz, 
y  &  la  que  despues  se  creo  con  el  nombre  de  aubsiatencuia  quales  fueron 
las  juntas  razones  por  que  no  se  continuo  anunciando  las  contratas  por 
edictos.     Y  si  en  la  primera  parte  de  esta  acusacioii  finge  Meade  des- 
oonocer  lo  mismo  que  ha  experimentado,  en  la  segunda  aspira  &  atraer 
sobre  mi  todo  g^nero  de  ex&cracion.   Me  separarS  de  la  costumbre  que 
encontre  establecida  al  entrar  en  el  exercicio  de  la  Tesoreria,  y  recor- 
dando  &  Y.  A.  la  suspension  en  que  &  esta  epoca  se  hallaba  aqoel 
establecimiento,  suspension  que  se  prolongo  hasta  el  mes  de  marzo 
J  como  era  posible  usurpar  los  derechos  de  una  cosa  que  no  existia  ? 
oi  Meade  por  miras  particulares  se  declara  ahora  protector  de  la  Di- 
reccion de  provisiones  ^  en  que  razon  se  funda  para  no  reprobar  las 
contratas  que  &ntes  se  celebraron  por  el  mismo  con  la  Tesoreria? 
J  Por  que  no  investiga  las  causas  que  produxeron  este  despojo  de  ana 
de  las  facultades  de  la  Direccion  ?     Como  quiera,  yo  ademas  de  con- 
formarme  con  un  uso  establecido,  y  aun  indispensable  por  la  particu- 
laridad  de  las  circunstancias,  no  he  entrado  en  ajuste  de  viveres  sin 
una  mision  especial  de  Y.  A. ;  cuyas  &rdenes  pudiera  citar  quando  no 
hablase  a  Y.  A.  mismo.     Que  motive  dictara  estas  disposiciones,  no 
es  4  mi  &  quien  toca  inquirirlo ;  si  bien  no  ha  podido  ser  otro,  que 
prestar  una  garantia  &  los  vendedores,  que  en  el  descrSdito  &  que  ulti- 
mamente  se  vid  reducida  aquella  Direccion,  se  negaban  a  celebrar 
tratos  con  ella  sin  el  comprometimiento  de  la  Tesoreria.     ^  Y  qual 
mejor  modo  de  comprometerse  que  hacar  el  Tesorero  las  compras,  que 
no  podia  verificar  la  Direccion  por  su  carencia  de  medios,  y  porque 
los  escasos  de  la  Nacion  se  invertian  en  las  obiigaciones  mas  directas 
del  Tesoro  publico  ?   La  experiencia  que  de  esto  tenian  los  vendedoreSi 
les  movia  a  solicitar  que  las  compras  les  fuesen  hechas  por  el  Tesorero, 
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persaadidos  &  que  serian  mas  atendidos  sus  pagos  una  vez  que  pudieran 
instarle  por  una  obligacion  propia. 

Demostrado  que  70,  l^jos  de  usurpar  las  funcion.es  de  la  direccion 
de  prov  siones,  no  he  hecho  otra  cosa  que  obedecer  las  ordenes  de  Y. 
A.  comunicadas  unas  veces  por  la  boca  del  ministro  de  hacienda,  y 
otras  por  Y,  A.  mismo,  no  es  menester  que  traiga  &  su  memoria  las 
reiteradas  ocasiones  en  que  con  el  mayor  encarecimiento  tuve  el  honor 
de  suplicarle  verbalmente  me  eximiera  de  este  encargo,  que  repug- 
naba  &  mis  ideas  y  que  era  un  manantial  fecundo  de  disgustos.  Y.  A. 
no  solo  no  quiso  entonces  admitir  este  ruego,  sino  que  la  orden  de  16 
de  Julio  que,  entre  otras  infinitas,  cito  porlo  reciente  de  su  fecha, 
(ntimero  12)  es  el  testimonio  mas  autentico  de  su  decidida  voluntad, 
para  que  yo  fuese  quien  proporcionase  los  artioulos  que  afianzaran  el 
alimento  del  soldado.  Pero  perseverante  en  mi  proposito  de  libertar- 
me  de  una  comision  que,  sobre  delicada  y  penosa,  mantenia  una  guerra 
perpetua  a  mi  opinion  y  concepto,  tuve  al  cabo  la  satisfaccion  de  que 
V.  A.  aceediera  a  mis  repetidas  solicitudes,  especialmente  a  la  de  24 
de  Julio  en  que  decia  'Mas  graves  ocnpaciones  de  mi  empleo  me  im- 
piden  distraerme  &  estos  pormenores  ;  y  por  lo  mismo  espero  que  8.  A. 
tenga  &  bien  exonerarme  en  lo  sucesivo  de  este  encargo,  y  determinar 
que  el  encargado  del  ramo  de  provisiones,  entienda  en  todos  los  con- 
tratos  que  ocurran,  como  negocio  peculiar  suyo."  La  anterioridad  de 
esta  instancia  &  todas  las  representaciones  de  Meade  ^  puede  convinarse 
con  los  crimenes  que  este  supone,  con  perjuicio  del  individuo  particu- 
lar, y  con  descredito  notorio  del  gobierno  y  de  la  nacion  entera? 
^  Puede  unirse  esta  solicitud  con  la  intencion  de  favorecer  a  mis  amigos, 
y  con  los  manejos  de  mi  bufete  ?  Pero  si  aquellos  crimenes  nacen 
rincipalmente  de  la  aprobacion  y  desaprobacion,  en  que  me  mezclo  de 
as  contratas  ^,  que  valor  tendr&n  las  ordenes  de  Y.  A.  de  20  de  Febrero, 
6  de  Marzo,  27  de  Mayo,  5,  9,  16,  26,  y  28  de  Junio,  i.%  6,  19,  21, 
23,  24,  26,  y  28  de  Julio,  en  donde  terminantemente  est&n  aprobadas 
una  por  una  quantas  contratas  he  celebrado  por  encargos  reiteradoa  de 
F.  A,  como  expresa  su  orden  de  26  de  Junio  ?  La  indeterminacian  de 
este  cargo,  sostenida  con  la  pompa  de  las  palabras,  adquiere  un  mayor 
grade  de  perversidad  quando,  para  mas  apoyarle,  se  indican  contratas 
escandaloeas  por  un  exceso  de  20  millones  de  rs.,  que  todas  se  pin  tan 
como  solventes,  &  pesar  de  haber  side  hechas  posteriormente  y  &  un  16 
6  20  por  ciento  mas  caras  de  las  que  pudieron  ajustarse  con  Meade,  & 
quien  no  solo  se  negaban  auxilios,  sino  que  hasta  se  le  excluia  de  ad- 
mitirle  &  contrata. 

Meade  no  atina  &  hablar  sin  hacinar  falsedades,  y  aunque  la  falta 
de  experiencia  puede  tal  vez  dexarle  airoso,  6  con  la  presuncion  de  su 
parte  eo  alguna,  es  poco  feliz  en  inventar  estas  mismas  falsedades,  y 
tiene  en  su  contra  otra  experiencia  mucho  mas  convincente,  porque  no 
68  supuesta,  sino  positiva.  Haga  ahora  alarde  de  la  comodidad  de 
unos  precios,  que  nunca  llego  el  caso  de  ofrecer,  ^  por  ventura  tan 
beneficiosos  ban  sido  al  erario  los  que  siempre  le  ha  exigido  ?  La 
contrata  de  16  de  Julio  de  1811,  ^  para  quien  fue  en  gran  manera 
ventajosa?  He  llegado  &  un  punto  en  que  conviene  presentar  la  ver- 
dad  en  todo  su  brillo :  lo  exige  el  decoro  de  Y.  A.  y  lo  requiere  tam- 
bien  el  credito  y  magestad  de  la  nacion,  que  ultrcga  Meadej  enumer- 
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ando  7  ponderando  bus  serricios,  7  acortando  7  deprtmiendo  la 
pantualidad  con  que  se  le  han  cumplido  sua  pactos,  7  las  enormes 
utilidades  que  de  ellos  ha  recibido. 

Interrogue  Y.  A.  al  comercio  de  esta  plaza,  7  no  de  asenso  &  las 
seguridades  de  nn  fancionario,  a  quien  Meade  apellida  sa  enemigo. 
Todo  61  escandalizado  dir&  &  Y.  A.  que  el  objeto  de  este  negociante 
nunca  ha  sido  otro  que  encerrar  en  su  mano  todas  las  harinas  qne  Ue- 
gaban  a  la  plaza,  para  hacer  de  ellas  un  tr&fico  que,  al  paso  que  fuera 
exclusivo,  obligase  &  Y.  A.  &  someterse  &  la  le7  que  le  impusiera  la 
helada  indiferencia  de  la  especulacion  mercantil.  Ningun  medio, 
ningun  paso,  ninguna  gestion  se  ha  omitido  para  lograr  este  fin  pre- 
dilecto  ;  7  si  la  nacion  no  ha  gemido  baxo  el  peso  de  un  c&lcalo  tan 
horrible,  obra  es  de  la  casnalidad^  no  de  la  desidia  6  negligencia  de 
ese  hombre,  a  quien  tanto  entusiasma  la  causa  nacional.  Y  despaes 
de  esto  ^  se  encomiar&n  todavia  los  servicios  de  Meade  ?  <{  Se  dir&  que 
en  las  contratas  que  ha  celebrado  con  el  gobierno  ha  hecho  otra  cosa 
que  asegurar  unas  ganancias  imposibles  de  obtener  con  ningun  par- 
ticular, 7  aun  sin  las  demoras  en  el  cobro  porque  tanto  se  irrita  ?  La 
Tesorerfa  que,  per  acudir  k  obligaciones  aun  mas  sagradas,  no  ha  podido 
hasta  el  presente  reintegrar  las  partidas  que  vinieron  registradas  de 
ultramar  para  ciudadanos  particulares,  7  de  que  se  ha  hecho  use  ;  el 
gobierno  que  se  ha  visto  impelido  k  faltar  &  las  solemnes  ofertas  hechaii 
al  comercio  de  Cadiz  para  reintegrarle  bus  prSstamos  sin  interns,  7a 
▼encidos  ^  deberia  dedicar  para  Meade  los  socorros  que  el  senor  Em- 
baxador  ingles  ha  destinado  para  la  subsistencia  presente  de  los  exer- 
citos,  quando  ni  habia  otros  arbi trios  para  acudir  &  tan  imperiosas 
necesidades,  ni  las  estipulaciones  con  Meade  estaban  infringidas  por 
culpa  de  Y.  A.  ?  Yo  no,  senor,  la  nacion  debe  resolver  este  problema, 
teniendo  presente  que  la  generosidad  del  Congreso  ha  concedido  una 
excepcion  a  Meade,  que  no  ha  conseguido  ningun  acreedor  eepaSol  de 
los  muchos  que  se  han  sacrificado  por  la  Patria  7  que  hasta  ahora  han 
sufrido  resignadamente  su  indigencia,  observando  la  imposibilidad  en 
que  se  halla  el  erario  de  acudir  al  pago  de  innumerables  deudas,  sin 
quedar  desatendidas  las  obligaciones  del  momeuto  en  que  estft  librada 
la  salvacion  de  la  Patria. 

Tocame,  si,  desmentir  solemnemente  el  importe  de  20millones  &  que 
hace  ascender  las  contratas,  que  en  su  totalidad  apenas  Uegan  &  650 
mil  duros,  7  disipar  el  error  &  que  puede  dar  m&rgen  el  pago  puntual 
de  las  que  se  celebraron  con  posterioridad  a  las  su7as.  Esta  misma 
razon  que  cita  Meade  como  una  injusticia,  d  indebida  preferencia  de 
Y.  A.,  es  la  que  mas  con^ence  de  su  malicia  ;  porque  ob^to  es  que  el 
Erario  carecia  de  las  letras,  uaicos  efectos  con  que  se  ha  satisfecho  todo 
lo  pagado  por  cuenta  de  las  ultimas  contratas,  quando  pacto  cdn  el 
las  su7as.  Adquirido  despues  este  recurso,  Meade  hace  una  compara- 
cion  violenta,  7  saca  las  cosas  de  su  quicio^  puesto  que  los  diversos 
contratos  tienen  sus  diversas  estipulaciones,  que  deben  ser  cumplidas 
&  m^nos  de  arruinar  la  legalidad  7  el  credito  de  la  nacion.  Pact6se  el 
pago  con  Meade  quando  llegasen  caudales  de  ultramar,  asi  como  se 
estipulo  satisfacer  con  letras  sobre  Londres  las  compras  de  vi^eres  que 
se  executaron  con  posterioridad :  por  conseq^encia  no  habiendo  iden- 
tidad  en  las  circunstancias^  no  puede  haberla  en  los  resultados. 
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La  pasion  qae  arrastra  &  Meade,  le  ha  cegado  para  do  discernir  unos 
principios  tan  sencillos  de  justicia,  j  para  suponer  esc&ndalos  en  los 
negocios  hechos  per  mi  de  orden  de  Y.  A.  Ninguno  le  aventaja,  sin 
embargo^  en  conocimientos  relatives  k  las  formalidades  que  son  inse- 
parables de  todas  las  operaciones  de  la  Tesoreria  general.  Y  si  en 
qaanto  &  los  ezcesos  que  sin  determinacion  enuncia  en  las  contratas, 
apelo  al  juicio  de  Y.  A.,  6  los  precios  corrientes  de  las  respectivas 6po- 
cas  en  que  hajan  side  ajustadas,  y  a  la  conviccion  intima  de  Meade 
mismo  ;  en  drden  &  la  falta  de  intervencion,  j  a  los  crimenes  que  61 
oolige  de  esta  conducta,  basta  que  Y.  A.  se  digne  mandar  que,  pues 
las  estipulaciones  originales  extsten  en  la  Secretaria  del  Despacho  de 
Hacienda,  se  ex&minen  de  nuevo  para  dedueir  si  la  aprobacion  que  siem« 
pre  le  ban  merecido  mis  contratas,  recaia  6  no  sobre  la  seguridad  de 
no  poder  encontrar  mejor  partido^  j  sobre  la  mas  plena  satisfaccion  de 
mi  legalidad  7  desin  teres. 

Para  acreditar  &  Meade  quan  puro  ba  side  este,  para  subministrar 
una  nueva  prueba  i  Y.  A.  de  que  este  comerciante  no  ha  sido  siem- 
pre  tan  generoso  oomo  se  dice,  7  para  convencer  al  publico  de  la  false- 
dad  con  que  se  queja,  interpelare  &  Don  Juan  White,  sugeto  harto 
conocido  por  sa  probidad  en  este  pueblo.  De  comision  de  Meade  me 
presento  aquel  una  nota  de  viveres,  de  los  quales  ofreci  tomar  en  nom- 
hre  de  Y.  A.  quatro  mil  barriles  de  harina,  pagando  cada  uno  al  pre- 
cio  de  20^  ps.  fs.  7  entregando  por  su  valor  letras  sobre  Londres  al 
plazo  de  6  meses  7  cambio  de  49,  con  cuyas  condiciones  facilitaba  igual 
articulo  la  casa  de  Don  Diego  Wardropp,  4  quien  seria  preferido.  A 
las  24  boras  volvio  White  &  manifestar  que  no  le  acomodaba  esta  pro- 
puesta.  Este  hecho  que,  sin  ezplicacion  ninguna,  contradice  el  aserto 
de  no  ser  atendido  en  los  nuevos  acopios  de  provisiones,  subministra 
dos  documentos  para  descifrar  el  car&cter  de  las  representaciones  de 
Meade.  En  la  de  2  de  Agosto  asegura,  que  70  he  comprado  harinas 
mas  caras  de  las  que  pude  haber  ajustado  con  61 ;  pero  si  &  Y.  A., 
consta  que  el  precio  mas  subido  del  barril  que  se  ha  pagado  en  todo 
este  alio  no  ha  ezcedido  de  20^  ps  fs.,  7  si  este  mismo  es  el  que  Meade 
desprecia  ^  qual  era  la  ma7or  baratura  de  su  harina  ?  ^  en  donde 
estaa  mis  escandalosas  contratas? 

De  esta  clase  son  las  aseveraciones  de  Meade,  todas  inciertas,  6  trun- 
cadas,  quando  no  son  denigrativas  7  maliciosas.  Poco  sensible  70  al 
epileto  de  inepto  con  que  me  califica^  7  4  la  cpmparacion  que  quiere 
hacer  entre  mi  desempefio,  7  el  de  misdignos  antecesores  ;  qualquiera 
que  sea  mi  merecimiento  en  esta  parte,  si  Y.  A.  est&  satisfecho  de  mis 
servicios,  70  desoreciar^  tranquilamente  a(i  los  desahogos  del  encono, 
oomo  el  juicio  impertinente  de  un  hombre  que,  ni  aun  en  la  plena 
calma  de  su  razon,  tiene  en  su  mano  el  criterio  en  donde  se  ban  de 
apreciar  las  acciones  7  los  esfuerzos  de  los  fuucionarios  publicos. 

Pero  Meade  en  el  trastorno  de  su  imaginacion  todo  se  lo  ha  creido 
permitido ;  7  quando  su  c6ustica  oensura  no  ha  considerado  las  opera- 
ciones mas  arregladas  de  Y.  A.  ^  qu6  eztrano  es  que  ofenda  &  mucbos 
de  BUS  ministros  para  presentarme  &  mi  como  la  principal  persona  en- 
cargada  de  la  Direccion  de  las  operaciones  del  fisco  ?  Antes  me  delined 
a  los  ojos  de  Y.  A.  como  nn  hipocrita  6  un  intrigante  que  habia  tenido 
d  ialento  de  alucinarcU  GobiemOy  haciendo  creer  que  con  mi  credito  par* 
iicuiar  habia  hecho  servicioa  importatUes.    Mi  vida  politica  es  lo  iinico 
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que  opoDgo  &  an  conccpio  tan  negro  ;  j  aunque  jam&s  he  preconizado 
mis  servicios,  es  ahora  indispensable  que  venza  el  rubor  que  me  caesta 
la  contestacion  de  tan  injuriosa  calumnia.  Pocos  dias  se  contaban  de 
la  feliz  instalacion  de  Y.  A.  quando  &  Y.  A.  mismo  propuso  una  caaa  de 
estre  comercio  la  facilitacion  de  viveres  por  la  suma  de  millon  y  medio  de 

f)e60S  fuertes,  siempre  que  yo  respondiese  de  su  pago  como  mere  partica- 
ar.  Y.  A.  que  escucho  esta  proposicion,  y  oyo  tambien  mi  respnesta 
puede  inferir,aun  sin  echar  mano  de  otros  datos,si  yo  merezco  el  nombre 
odioso  con  que  se  me  afrenta,  y  si  jamas  he  tenido  el  fatal  talento  que 
se  me  atribuye  pa^a  cubrirme  de  ex^cracion  a  la  faz  de  la  nacion  en- 
tera.  Consagracu)  yo  &  la  felicidad  de  ella,  no  por  miras  de  un  interes 
sordido  y  aisiado,  sino  por  deber  y  por  amor,  me  abstendre  de  recordar 
&  Y.  A.  toda  la  serie  de  mi  conducta  en  el  desempeno  de  un  empleo, 
en  donde  las  amarguras  guardan  exacta  proporcion  con  las  enemis- 
tades. 

He  expuesto  ya  k  A.  Y.  todos  los  tramites  y  circunstancias  del  credit-o 
de  Don  Ricardo  Meade,  y  el  poco  6  ningun  fundamento  que  ha  tenido 
para  dar  &  la  Nacion  un  dia  de  esc&ndalo  y  desconsuelo.  Los  hombres 
de  todo  el  mundo  no  veran  sin  admiracion  un  manifiesto  que,  quando 
por  su  tono,  y  sus  acriminaciones  parece  debiera  estar  fundado  en  las 
reglas  mas  estrictas  de  justicia  y  de  verdad,  es  solo  un  texido  de  false- 
dades  y  de  exageraciones  ;  porque  ni  su  cr^dito  es  de  15  milloues,  ni 
Y.  A.  ha  faltado  §l  los  pactos  convenidos.  Aun  de  los  6,896,158  rs.  y 
24  mrs.  vn.  que  resuita  la  Nacion  debiendo,  no  se  puede  llamar 
acreedor  Meade  mas  que  de  1,056,158  rs.  en  razon  de  sus  iliquidadas 
reclamaciones,  supuesto  que  los  otros  5,840,000  rs.  estan  moralmente 
satisfechos  con  los  tres  libramientos  que  no  ban  podido  recogerse  por 
falta  de  la  circunstancia  en  que  estriba  su  cumplimiento.  Y.  A.  no 
puede  ser  responsable  de  los  sucesos  cuya  direccion  no  est&  en  su 
arbitrio ;  y  ei  Y.  A.  no  pudo  hacer  que  el  navio  de  S.  M.  B.  el 
Estandarte,  y  el  bergantin  correo  Cazador  conduxesen  caudales  propios 
del  erario,  6  en  una  cantidad  correspondiente  a  las  esperanzas,  y  a  las 
promesas  que  en  distinto  concepto  se  hicieron,  tampoco  puede  Y.  A. 
responder  del  mal  ^xito  que  tuvo  la  gestion  practicada  con  tanta 
eficacia  con  el  Senor  Embaxador  de  Inglaterra.  Y  una  vez  que  Y.  A. 
no  ha  faltado  dcliberadamente  a  sus  empeiios  con  Meade,  la  ruina  de 
este,  si  Uegare  a  verificarse,  es  obra  de  las  contingencias  que  asi  como 
hasta  ahora  le  han  sido  prosperas  para  su  ibrtuna,  pueden  tambien 
serle  alguna  vez  adversas,  ya  por  el  imperio  de  las  circunstancias,  y 
ya  tambien  por  los  errores  de  calculo  a  que  esta  sujeto  todo  hombre  de 
negocios. 

En  quanto  a  mi^  podr6  estar  justificado  en  la  rectitud  de  Y.  A. ; 
pero  mi  honor  como  funcionario  tan  publico^  y  como  ciudadano  tan  co- 
nocido,  esta  grandemente  manchado  con  el  borron  mas  feo.  Los  de- 
rechos  que  Y.  A.  debe  a  la  justicia,  los  que  yo  tengo  a  defender  mi 
manejo,  mi  reputacion  y  mi  inocencia,  los  que  residen  en  el  augusto 
Congreso  y  en  la  nacion  entera  para  examinar  mi  conducta,  y  pedirme 
cuenta  de  mis  operaciones,  todo  exige  que  Y.  A.  ordene  que  acus&n- 
dome  en  forma  Don  Bicardo  Meade  en  el  tribunal  que  me  compete, 
sea  obligado  a  probar  las  calumnias  que  contra  mi  sienta  en  su  mani- 
fiesto.    £1  decoro  de  la  nacion  espafLola  se  halla  interesado  en  esta 
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cansa  para  dar  una  prneba  al  mando  de  que  ni  la  elevacion  del  em- 

})1eo,  ni  la  distancia  entre  los  contratantes  puede  eludir  el  imperio  de 
as  leyes,  ni  cerrar  la  puerta  de  los  tribunales  a  la  razon  y  la  justicia, 
qnal  insolentemente  6e  atreve  a  decirlo  un  eztrangero. 

6i,  Serenisimo  Senor  ;  si  los  servicios  que  en  todos  tiempos  tengo 
hechos  a  laPatria,  si  estos  serTicios  que  jam&s  han  articulado  mis  la- 
bios  para  solicitar  un  premio,  son  aceptos  &  Y.  A.  y  ilaNacion,  si  son 
znerecedoies  de  alguna  distincion  y  de  algun  apr^cio,  dignese  Y.  A. 
de  lenrtunerarlos,  condescendiendo  eon  aquel  reverente  ruego.  Encar- 
gado  Y.  A.  del  alto  ministerio  de  hacer  executar  las  leyes,  es  de  su 
obligacion  dar  este  ezemplo,  hara  sea  por  cumplir  con  la  mas  augusta 
de  eus  funciones,  que  es  preservar  al  bueno  de  las  asecbanzas  delmal- 
▼ado,  y  castigar  al  delinqtiente  6  perverso,  bora  sea  para  proporcion- 
arme  los  medios  de  lavar  un  bonor  que  por  primera  vez  se  ve  ultra- 
jado,  y  ultrajado  con  la  mayor  atrocidad  y  vilipendio.  Cadiz  9  de 
septiembre  de  1812. — Serenisimo  Senor. — Victor  Sorot. 

N°.  1. 

Habiendo  acreditado  Den  Ricardo  Meade  el  cumplimiento  por  sa 
parte  de  la  contrata  que  celebro  en  21  de  enero  proximo  pasado  con  el 
anterior  Consejo  de  Regencia  de  doce  mil  barriles  de  harina  ;  y  siendo 
una  de  las  condiciones  que  se  le  baya  de  satisfacer  su  importe  6,  razon 
de  diez  y  siete  pesos  barril,  la  mitad  de  los  primeros,  y  la  otra  mitad 
de  los  segundos  caudales  que  vinieren  de  America  ;  se  ba  servido  la 
Begencia  del  Reydo  mandar  lo  noticie  &  Y.  S.  &  fin  de  que  disponga 
86  cumpla  lo  contratado  por  el  Gobierno  comunicando  las  ordenes 
oportunas  al  Tesorero  de  real  Hacienda  de  esta  Plaza  para  quando 
llegnen  los  fondos.  Dios  guarde  a  Y.  S.  mucbos  anos.  C&diz  3  de 
marzo  de  1812. — Antonio  Ranz  Romanillos. — Senor  Tesorero  general 
en  exercicio. 

N^.  2. 

Comunico  con  esta  fecba  a  Don  Miguel  Lobo,  y  Don  Ildefonso  Ruiz 
del  Rio  lo  siguiente. — La  Regencia  del  Reyno  ha  visto  las  condiciones 
J  precios  con  que  Don  Ricardo  Meade  olrece  dar  varies  articulos  de 
bubsistencia  para  nuestras  tropas,  y  el  dict&men  de  Yms.  acerca  de 
este  importante  convenio  ;  en  su  conseqiiencia  se  ba  servido  resolver 
que  se  realice  por  Yms.  y  el  Tesorero  general  Don  Yictor  Soret,  sa- 
cando  si  fuese  posible  may  ores  ventajas  &  favor  de  los  intereses  de  la 
Nacion,  y  procurando  conser var  la  reciproca  libertad  de  continuar  dicbo 
convenio  basta  la  cantidad  de  un  millon  de  pesos  fuertes.  Es  igual- 
mente  la  voluntad  de  S.  A.  que  por  Yms.  y  el  citado  Tesorero  general 
se  arregle  la  distribucion  de  estos  articulos,  y  de  los  anteriormente 
contratados  en  el  concepto  de  que  deben  enviarse  por  abora  &  Catalufla 
fleis  mil  barriles  de  barina  y  tres  mil  &  Oporto  con  las  cantidades  cor- 
respondientes  de  los  demas  efectos. — Transladolo  6,  Y.  S.  para  su  in- 
teligencia  y  cumplimiento  en  la  parte  que  le  corresponde.  Dios  guarde 
a  Y.  S.  mucbos  afios.  Cadiz  27  de  f&brero  de  1812.  Antonio  Ranz 
Romanillos. — Senor  Tesorero  general  Don  Yictor  Soret. 


664  BIOHABD  W.  MEADE. 

N^.  3. 

A  Don  Bicardo  Meade  comtinioo  con  esta  fecha  lo  que  sigae. — ^En 
respuesta  al  papel  de  Y.  de  29  de  abril  ultimo,  y  recuerdos  de  1.*  y  5 
de  este  mes  ha  resuelto  la  Begencia  del  Beyno,  le  manifieste  que  aun- 
que  es  cierto  debe  reintegrarsele  la  cantidad  que  pide  en  ellos  de  Ids 
primeros  caudales  que  viniesen  de  Nueya-Espana  6  del  Peru,  no  poede 
verificarse  con  la  cantidad  de  30,121  ps.  fs.  que  conduzo  el  navio  Es- 
tandarte,  ni  con  los  derechos  que  se  recauden  de  los  efectoe^  j  nnme- 
rario  que  traxo  a  su  bordo  por  no  ser  de  aquella  clase,  ni  tampoco  con 
los  2.50,  ps.  ffi.  registrados  a  nombre  del  Banco  nacional  de  San  Carlos 

E^r  ser  una  corporacion  particular  a  quien  pertenecen,  y  no  a  la  real 
acienda.  Sin  embargo^  es  la  voluntad  de  S.  A.  que  atendiendo  &  los 
particulares  servicios  de  V .  en  las  apuradas  circunstancias  del  dia,  y  a 
sus  crecidos  desembolsos  se  le  atienda  siempre  que  haya  oportunidad. 

Y  lo  traslado  a  Y.  S.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteligencia  y  cam* 

Slimiento  en  la  parte  que  le  corresponde.     Cadiz  10  de  mayo  de  1812. 
086  Yazquez  Figueroa. — Senor  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

N°.  4, 

A  Don  Bicardo  Meade  comunico  con  esta  fecha  lo  que  sigae. — ^La 
Begencia  del  Beyno  esta  dispuesta  4  reintegrar  a  Y.  segun  el  conyenio 
hecho,  con  los  caudales  que  yengan  de  America  procedentes  de  las 
Bentas  de  la  Nacion  en  aquellos  dominios  los  dos  millones  y  quarenta 
mil  reales  por  el  yalor  de  las  harinas  que  facilito  para  el  socorro  de  las 
Plazas  de  Alicante  y  Cartagena ;  pero  no  se  cree  con  la  obligacion  de 
realizarlo  con  los  caudales  que  conduxo  de  la  Habana  el  bergantin  cor- 
reo  el  Cazador,  por  no  ser  de  aquella  procedencia,  y  si  propios  de  dif- 
erentes  corporaciones  que  los  ban  puesto  a  disposicion  del  Gobierno, 
con  el  objeto  de  auxiliarle  en  sus  grayes  y  perentorias  obligaciones. 

Y  lo  traslado  a  Y.  S.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteligencia.  Dios 
guarde  a  Y.  S.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  3  de  junio  de  1812. — Jose  Yas- 
quez  Figueroa. — Senor  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

Estado  de  la  Coxa  de  la  Teraoreria  mayor  desde  23  hasta  29  de  agado 

de  1812. 

OARQO. 

Beales  de  yn. 

Por  la  existencia  que  resulto  en  22  del  presente 11,088  12^ 

Becibidos  per  medias  annatas.. 647  23 

Contribucion  directa 41,000 

Cruzada 267,775  30 

Loteria 13,900 

Idem  Nacional 56,388  30 

Junta  superior  por  cuenta  del  seryicio  extraordinario 

de  10  millones  que  hace  esta  Ciudad...... 600,000  19 

Tesoreria  de  Bentas  de  esta  Proyincia 622,641  22 


1,613,442    4^ 
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Beales  de  Yn. 

Cargo 1,513,442    4^ 

DATA. 

Pagaduria  de  la  Isia 395,000 

Guardias  de  Corps 60,000 

Idem  Espadnolas 70,600 

Idem  Walonas ••••.  25,000 

Alabarderos 5,000 

Artilleria  del  4*  Exerci to.  •  28, 200 
Tercer  regimiento  de  artil- 
leria   12,000 

Estada  mayor  de  los  Exercitos 5,000 

Direocion  general  de  Artilleria 4,000 

Idem  de  iDgenieros  para  gastos 2,674 

Gastos  de  la  iDspeccion  de  Caballeria.  2,505 
Yestuario  del  regimiento  de  caballeria 

de  Calatrava 2,500 

Acopiode  medicinas  para  los  Exercitos  4,000 

A  caenta  de  1500  pares  de  zapatos....  8,000 
G^nerales  j  oficiales  sueltos  de  varios 

Exercitos 20,061  16 

Asignaciones  de  mugeres  de  oficiales 

militares 7,518  28 

Tesorero  de  Andalncia • 74,373 

Tesorero  de  la  Esquadra  para  la  habi- 

litacion  de  la  barca  Gaditana 31,654 

Idem  para  la  de  la  corbeta  Diamante.  60,000 
A  cnenta  de  500  quintales  de  carbon 

de  piedra 6,395 

Direccion  de  la  Armada 4,453  22 

Maestranza  de  Marina 5,000 

Oficiales  saeltos  de  idem 1,664  28 

Prest  de  los  Batallones  de  idem 10,000 

Obras  del  Trocadero 20,000 

Direccion  de  provisiones .••...  20,000 

Pagadodesu  cnenta 4,328  11 

Don  Ignacio  Casal  por  cuenta  de  375 

barriles  de  carne  de  puerco  j  230 

idem  devaca 160,623  19 

Yinda  de  Roberts  por  resto  de  300  bar- 
riles  de  carne  salada  para  las  mismas 

provisiones,.  ••. 72,097 

Campana  j  compania  por  cuenta  de 

mil  fanegas  de  habas  con  destine  a 

la  plaza  de  Ceuta 2,990 

Por  cuenta  de  323  arrobas  21  libras  de 

aceyte  idem '        5,907    6 

Presidios  menores • 6,000 

Plaza  de  Ceuta 8,000 

Comisionado  del  vestuario  del  5.*  Ex- 

fircito 117,152 

Pagado  por  cuenta  del  primer  Ex6rcito  1 ,500 
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Beales  de  Yn. 

Cargo 1,513,442    4^ 

Tesoreria  de  real  Hacienda  para  bus 

atenciones 10,000 

Don  Kafael  Buiz  de  Arana  por  cueata 

de  los  fondos  que  tiene  entregados 

de  los  ramos  de  Cruzada  con  cali- 

dad  de  reintegro 40,000 

Yiudedades  del  Monte  militar 28,073  11 

Idem  de  Ministerio  y  Oficinas 14,708  27 

Individuos  del  Consejo  de  Estado 7,646  24 

Idem  de  las  Secretarias  del  despacho 

en  virtud  de  ordenes 13,833  11 

Tribunales  por  la  mesada  de  junio  de 

1811 9,988  29 

Casa  real  idem 11,883  23 

Empleados  en  Cortes  extrangeras 9,658  12 

Audienciade  Sevilla 15,356  22 

Diferentes  empleados 7,128  11 

Gastos  del  Congreso  nacional 1,812  32 

Idem  de  las  Secretarias  del  Despacho.  10,000 

Dietas  de  Diputados  en  Cortes ...•  76,600 

1,500,788  26 

Existencia 12,653  12^ 


Cadiz  29  de  agosto  de  1812  — Domingo  Moreno  Martinez. — Jose  Se- 
gundo  Buiz. 

N^.  6. 

La  Begencia  del  Beyno  ha  resuelto  que  Y.  S.  pono:a  d  disposicion 
del  encargado  de  la  direccion  general  de  Provisiones  los  dos  millones 
de  rs.  de  vn.  en  letras,  que  V.  8.  habra  recibido  regularmente  de  los 
regularmente  de  los  comisionadas  del  Ayuntamiento,  Junta,  j  Con- 
sulado  de  esta  Plaza  a  cuenta  del  servicio  decretado  por  las  Cortes, 
que  ha  de  bacer  la  ciudad  de  Cadiz.  Lo  que  de  orden  de  8.  A.  par- 
ticipo  a  V.  S.  para  su  puntual  cumplimiento.  Dios  guarde  a  V.  S. 
muchos  alios.  Cadiz  16  de  agosto  de  1812. — Jose  Vazquez  Figueroa. — 
Senor  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

N^7. 

Don  Bicardo  Meade  solicita,  que  para  poder  hacer  frente  a  las  obli- 
gaciones  que  tiene  con  tr  aid  as  en  esta  Plaza,  j  no  verse  precisado  a 
presentarse  en  el  Consulado  de  ella  en  publica  quiebra,  se  le  socorro 
con  cien  mil  ps.  fs. ,  bien  sea  en  letras  del  Gobierno  ingles  sobre  Lon- 
dres,  6  en  una  orden  de  igi^al  suma  sobre  el  Ayuntamiento  de  esta 
Plaza  de  los  diez  millones  que  tiene  que  percibir  ;  y  a  fin  de  que  la 
Begencia  del  Beyno  pueda  examinar  si  es  posible  atender  a  esta  de- 
mand a  en  el  concepto  de  lo  que  expresan  las  Cortes  con  fecha  de  ayer 
y  comunico  a  V.  S.  en  este  dia;  se  ha  servido  resolver  haga  Y.  8.  una 
relacion  detallada  de  los  objetos  urgentes  en  que  hayan  de  emplearse 
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todos  6  la  mayor  parte  de  los  citados  diez  millones :  lo  que  aviso  a  Y. 
S.  para  su  inteligencia  7  cumplimiento.  Dios  gaarde  a  V.  S.  maohoB 
afios.  Cadiz  20  de  agosto  de  1812. — Jose  Yazqaez  Figaeroa.— Sellor 
Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

N*.  8. 

Dos  6rdenefl  de  la  Begencia  me  comunica  Y.  E.  coa  fecha  de  20  del 
corriente :  ea  la  una  me  traslada  el  oficio  de  19  de  los  Secretaries  de 
las  Cortes  generales  7  extraordinarias  en  que  le  partidpan  la  resolu- 
cioQ  de  las  mismas  a  dos  representaciones  de  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  re* 
lativas  al  cobro  de  los  crMitos  que  tiene  contra  la  Tesoreria  general, 

Srecedentes  de  contratas  de  viveres  para  el  consomo  de  los  Exercitos, 
e  que  se  le  expideron  tres  libramientos  a  satisfaoer  de  los  primeros  7 
aegundofl  caudales  que  vengan  de  America,  uno  por  valor  de  88 

SB.  fs.  7  los  otros  dos  cada  uno  i>or  la  cantidad  de  2040  rs.  vn.,  man- 
ando  S.  M.  que  por  lo  tocante  a  dichos  tres  libramientos  se  mejore 
al  cr6dito  de  Meade,  dandosele  tres  millones  de  rs.  del  producto  de  los 
derechos  reales  que  adeuden  en  esta  Aduana  los  caudales  en  oro  7  plata 
pertenecientes  a  particulares,  que  vengan  en  los  primeros  buques  pro- 
cedentes  de  America,  sin  perjuicio  de  que  se  cumpla  en  lo  demas  el 
tenor  literal  de  las  contratas ;  7  que  por  el  grande  interes  que  tiene 
la  Nacion  en  que  se  conserve  el  credito  de  las  Cortes  7  del  Gobierno, 
haga  este  todos  los  esfuerzos  posibles  a  fin  de  evitar  que  Meade  se 
presente  en  quiebra  7  con  ella  se  d^  lugar  a  que  se  disminu7a  el  con- 
oepto  de  la  legalidad  espanola.  Y  Y.  E.  me  previene  que,  adoptando 
las  medidas  que  estimase  oportunas,  procure  llevar  a  efecto  lo  dispu- 
esto  por  S.  M.  en  la  parte  que  me  corresponde.  En  la  segunda  me 
previene  Y.  E.  que  Don  Bicardo  Meade  solicita  que,  para  poder  hacer 
firente  a  las  obligaciones  que  tiene  contraidas  en  esta  Plaza,  7  no  verse 

Srecisado  a  preeentarse  en  quiebra  se  le  socorro  con  100,000  ps.  fs. 
ien  sea  en  letras  del  Gobierno  ingl6s  sobre  L6ndres,  6  en  una  6rden 
de  igual  suma  sobre  el  A7untamiento  de  esta  Plaza  en  cuenta  de  los 
diez  millones  que  tiene  que  percibir ;  7  que  a  fin  de  que  la  Begencia 

imeda  ex&minar  si  es  posible  atender  a  esta  demanda  el  concepto  de 
o  que  expresan  las  Cortes  en  la  resolucion  anterior,  se  ha  servido 
mandar  haga  una  relacion  detallada  de  los  objetos  urgentes  en  que 
ha7an  de  emplarse  todos,  6  la  ma7jor  parte  de  los  citados  diez  millones. 
£n  orden  &  las  pretensiones  de  Meade  conviene  tener  presente  que  el 
estado  de  sus  negocios  precede  de  error  de  calculo  a  que  estos  estan 
Bujetos,  6  de  falta  de  prevision  en  sub  especulaciones.  Meade  verified 
0U8  contratas  con  la  qualidad  de  deberse  satisfaoer  con  los  fondos  de 
America,  en  ccmoepto  de  que  estos  arribarian  en  un  corto  t^rmino :  no 
Bucedio  asi  por  las  ocurrencias  que  son  bien  notorias,  7  en  que  ninguna 
culpa  puede  atribnirse  al  Gobierno ;  7  de  aqui  tienen  su  origen  sub 
decantadoB  suidementos,  7  el  estado  de  sus  negocios.  Con  mas  for- 
tana  hizo  su  contrata  de  16  de  julio  de  1811  a  precios  notoriamente 
altos  con  respecto  al  corriente  de  la  Plaza,  7  &  satisfaoer  de  los  cau- 
dales que  oonduxese  el  navfo  Mine;  fue  aprobada  en  19  del  mismo 
mes  7  en  el  dia  8ig[uiente  arrib6  dicho  navio :  de  que  resulto  que 
inmediatamente  recibi6  6  millones  de  rs.,  7  que  a  haberse  retax- 

Bep.  0.  0.  226 i2 
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dado  do8  di88  mas  la  aprobacion  de  dicha  contrata  es  oooaigaiente 
que  el  Gbbierno  hubiera  consegaido  los  viveres  con  otraa  ventajaa. 
Esto  oomproeba  qtie  los  perjuicios  de  Meade  no  son  cansadoe  por 
falta  de  legalidad  en  cnmplir  el  Gk>bierno  los  pactos,  sine  por  el 
eqnivocado  calcnlo  6  concepto  del  contratista.  Sentado  este  principio, 
las  resoluciones  citadas  de  auxtliar  k  Meade,  ya  en  la  forma  aoordada 
por  las  Cortes,  6  ya  por  el  medio  que  S.  A.  tenga  a  bien  adoptar  con 
presencia  de  las  solicitudes  de  aquel,  debera  graduarse  como  nna  an- 
ticipacion  6  mejora,  por  via  de  consideracion  al  estado  de  bus  negocios 
7  no  como  obligacion  del  contrata ;  mas  no  parece  compatible  esta 
disposicion,  6  que  pueda  Uevarse  a  efecto  atendido  el  apuro  del  erario 
y  a  la  precisa  necessidad  de  sostener  las  obligacions  de  mayor  orgen- 
cia.  El  socorro  de  100  ps.  fs.  que  pide  en  letras  del  Gk>bierno  ingles 
sobre  L6ndres,  es  daro  que  no  pueae  verificarse  no  prestandose  este  k 
su  entrega,  porque  en  la  Tesoreria  general  no  eztsten  en  el  dia  dichas 
letras,  habiSndose  destinado  las  que  ingresaron  en  ella  al  jMigo  de 
▼freres  y  otros  efectos  de  proTiaiones.  Tampoco  puede  efectuarae 
librando  dicha  suma  sobre  el  Ayuntamiento  de  esta  Plaza  en  cuenta 
de  los  10  millones  de  rs.  del  servicio  decretado  por  las  C6rte8.  De 
ellos  estan  ya  entregados  k  la  Direccion  de  provisiones  por  6rden  de 
S.  A.  los  2  milliones  recibidos.  De  los  8  millones  que  restan  hay  que 
fiatisfaoer  con  urgencia  las  cantidades  que  se  ezpresan  en  la  nota  ad* 
jvnta,  que  suman  10,306,300  rs.  vn.  y  de  oonaiguiente  exceden  en 
2,206,300  rs.  vn.  k  lo  que  debe  recibirse,  sin  considerar  nada  por 
fioeldoB  de  la  lista  civil,  que  estkn  tan  atrasados  como  consta  a  Y.  E.^ 
la  pla^a  de  Ceuta,  presidios,  d^c,  y  cuyas  atenciones  dignas  de  toda 
oooeideraeion^  habra  que  cubrir  con  los  nuevos  arbitrios  que  pareoen 
indispensable  se  adopten  ;  pues  las  rentas  y  contribuciones  ordinarias 
son  tan  eseasae,  que  apenas  alcansan  al  precise  entretenimiento  de  las 
obligaeiones  del  memento  de  Ex^rcito,  Marina,  Fuerzas  sutiles  y  otraa, 
que  uo  dan  la  menor  espera. — Y.  E.  se  servira  hacerlo  presente  a  la 
Kegeneia  para  que  resuelva  lo  que  estime  acertado.  Dies  guarde  a 
Y.  E.  muekos  afioe.  Cadiz  21  de  agosto  de  1812. — ^Yictor  Soret. — 
Xxcmo.  6r,  JSeoretario  del  Despacho  de  Uacienda. 

Con  feeba  de  ^  del  corriente  mes  de  agosto  me  dice  el  encargado 
interino  del  Deapaeho  de  Hacienda  lo  que  sigue. — *^  Por  resolucion  de 
laa  Cartes  generales  y  extraordinarias  del  Ueyno  prevengo  con  esta 
fecha  al  Tesorero  general  haga  todos  los  esfaerzos  posibles  para  faci- 
litar  ft  Y.  algunos  socorros  i  cuenta  de  los  cr^itos  que  tiene  contra  la 
'  real  Hacienda  por  efecto  de  las  contratas  que  celebro  con  ella,  ft  fin  de 
evitar  se  presente  Y.  en  quiebra,  y  no  se  minore  el  concepto  de  la  le- 
galidad Espafiola,  tan  neoesario  en  las  criticas  circunstanaas  del  dia." 
Antes  de  recibir  este  decreto  de  S.  M.  habia  yohecho  presente  &  B.  A. 
que  sine  me  socorria  en  el  acto  con  la  cantidaid  decien  mil  ps.  fs.,  bien 
fuese  en  efectivo  en  letraa  sobre  L6ndrea  del  GK)bierno  ingl&i,  6  en  ana 
*6rden  sobre  el  Ayuntamiento  de  esta  Ciudad,  que  mi  quiebra  en  pd* 
blico  erafozosa. — ^Y.  S.  sabe  tambien  como  qualquier  otro  quan  deli- 
-^cada-vos  la  reputacion  de  un-bembre  de  negocios,  y  bien  le  consta  &  Y. 
S.  qoanto  ba  si^ido  mi  cr^ito  y  opinion  en  estos  ultimos  dias,  quando 
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mi  sitnacioQ  con  el  Gtobiemo  me  ha  impedido  camplir  con  mis  mas 
sagradas  obliRaciones. — A  Y.  S,  mejor  que  &  niogun  otro  le  toca  des- 
pues  de  la  soberana  resonlcion  de  S.  M.  el  hacer  qae  se  cumplan  bus 
intenciones.  La  Toluntad  de  S.  M.  esta  conocida,  7  tambien  lo  estfi 
el  deseo  de  S.  A.  de  que  se  cumplan  exactamente  los  contratos  hechos 
en  nombre  del  GrobiernOi  hadendo  &  este  fin  quantos  esfuerzos  sean  posi- 
bles  para  dexar  a  cubierto  A  honor  nacionali  que  tan  apecho  toma  el 
Ck)bierno.  Deseo  que  Y.  S.  tenga  la  bondad  de  informarme  quales 
aoan  los  esfuerzos  ^ue  Y.  S.  puede  haoer  para  que  se  cumplan  las  ideas 
de  S.  M.,  baxo  la  mteligencia  que  solo  puede  eritarse  la  ruina  que  me 
amenasa  dandome  inmediatamente  la  cantidad  arriba  senalada  de 
qualquiera  de  los  tres  medics  que  alii  propongo. — Espero  de  Y.  S.  el 
favor  de  una  pronta  contestacion  para  mi  gobierno.  Dies  guarde  & 
y.  S.  muchs  afios.  Cadiz  22  de  agosto  de  1812. — Bicardo  Meade,— 
Sefior  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio. 

N^  10. 

Becibo  el  oficio  de  Y.  de  ayer  en  que  me  traslada  lo  que  en  fecha  de 
20  del  corriente  le  dice  el  Se&or  Secretario  interino  del  Despacho  de 
Hadenda,  reduddo  a  manifestarle  que  por  resolucion  de  las  C6rtes 
generales  7  extraordinarias  del  Beyno  me  prevenia  hiciese  todos  los 
esfuerzos  posibles  para  facilitar  a  Y.  algunos  socorros  a  cuenta  de  los 
cr6ditos  que^  por  sus  contratas,  tiene  contra  la  real  Hacienda.  Para 
lleyar  a  efecto  esta  resolucion  v  acordar  lo  conveniente,  con  presencia 
de  la  situacion  del  erario,  soore  la  nueva  solicitud  de  Y.  de  que  me 
hace  referencia  en  su  oficio  relativa  k  que  por  los  medics  que  indica  se 
le  socorra  en  el  acto  con  cien  mil  ps.  fs.,  me  mando  S.  A.  le  informase 
como  lo  tengo  verificado,  7  de  consiguiente  esta  pendiente  dicho  par- 
ticular de  la  resolucion  de  S.  A.  Que  es  quanto  puedo  decir  ^  Y;  en 
respuesta  a  su  citado  papel.  Dios  guarde  a  Y,  muchos  afios.  Cadiz, 
23  de  Agosto  de  1812.    Yictor  Soret.    Sefior  Don  Bicardo  Meade. 

N^  11. 

Caudales  que  se  adeudan  con  mi  responsabilidad^  7  que  su  page  es 
argente  por  estar  cumplidos  sus  plazos. 

A  Don  Diego  M^.Cann,  resto  de  las  contratas  de  yiveres 

rs.  de  vn 740,000 

Al  mismo  por  672}  barriles  de  harina  k  19  ps.  fs 262,280 

A  Don  Diego  Wardropp,  resto  de  400  barriles  de  harina..  216,480 
A  Don  Ignacio  Casid  por  375  barriles  de  tocino  k  24^ 

idem , 189,561 

Al  mismo  por  230  dichos  de  came  k  16^  ps.  fs 80,189 

Por  un  pr^stamo  en  metalico 420,800 

For  los  suplementos  hechos  en  Abrantes  por  Don  Antonio 

Picardo  para  la  conducdon  de  vlveres  k  Ciudad-Bodrigo.        167,000 
Por  Beal  6rden  de  S.  A.  de  16  del  corriente  se  mandaron 
remitir  k  Don  Manuel  Jos6  Alonso  Marban  en  Lisboa, 
para  pago  de  una  c^ntrata  de  vlreres  para  Badajoz 440^000 
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Por  otra  do  20  del  corriente  se  manda  dar  inmediatamente 
k  las  fnerzas  sntiles  nna  qaincena,  que  importa  it  caenta 
de  11  meses 1,400,000 

Por  tina  contrata  celebrada  por  la  direocion  de  provisionea 
con  Don  Antonio  Picardo  de  2,600  barriles  de  harina  a 
pagar  al  oontado  ^ne  importa  poco  mas  6  menos 1,050,000 

A,  las  mismas  provisiones  cnmplimiento  de  4  millones  de 
rs.  qne  por  cklcalo  aproximado  necesitaran  para  nn 
mes,  deaacida  la  partida  anterior 2,950,000 

Ademas  tengo  aceptados  el  importe  de  2,400  rs.  rn.  en 
letras  giradas  por  Don  Mannel  de  Gandksegni,  de 
Londres,  por  30,000  libras  qne  presto  al  gobierno  en  el 
mes  de  febrero  de  este  aSo,  j  eumplen  en  el  mes  de 
Octnbre  pr6ximo  y  que  es  forsoso  el  pagarlas  al  ren- 
cimiento  para  evitar  toda  desoonfiansa  contra  el  mismo 
gobierno 2,400,000 

10,306,300 


Por  manera  que  destinando  al  pago  de  dichas  preferentes  obliga- 
Clones  los  8  millones  de  rs.,'que  resta  entregar  el  Ayuntamiento  de 
esta  Plaza  del  servicio  de  diez  millones  de  rs.  decretado  por  las  Cortes, 
aun  faltan  para  su  complete  2,306,300  rs.  vn. 

Con  el  cortisimo  ingreso  de  las  rentas,  j  demas  contribudonea 
adoptadas  hasta  el  dia  no  es  posible  atender  a  dicha  satisfaccion,  j  a 
las  demas  perentorias  obligaciones  de  Ex^rcito,  Marina,  j  Fuersas 
sutiles,  qnedando  desatendidas  otras  muchas  muj  recomendables,  y  de 
la  major  consideracion.    Cadiz,  21  de  Agosto  de  1812.    Soret. 

N».  12. 

La  Direccion  general  de  provisiones  hace  presente  oon  esta  fecha  la 
neoesidad  en  que  se  ha  visto  ayer  de  pedir  prestados  al^nos  bariles 
de  harina  en  esta  Plaza  y  la  Isla  de  Leon,  porque  en  am  bos  puntos  se 
habian  consumido  enteramente  las  extstencias  de  este  artfculo :  mani- 
fiesta  tambien  que,  annque  Y.  B.  les  ha  proporcionado  eeiacientos 
barriles,  oomo  de  ellos  deben  satisfacer  inmediatamente  los  pedidos, 
les  quedan  muy  pocos  para  oontinuar  el  subministro  de  las  tropas,  y 
temen  que  sus  falta  produzoa  males  irreparables :  para  evitarlos  espera 
la  Begencia  del  Beyno  de  la  actividad  y  conocimientos  de  Y.  S.  que 
procurar&  atender  6,  esta  urgencia  con  la  brevedad  que  exige  su  impor« 
tancia  proporcionando  este  y  los  demas  articulos  de  oonsumo,  de  modo 
que  no  falta  el  precise  alimento  al  soldado.  Dies  guarde  6  Y.  S.  mu- 
chos  aSos.  Cadiz  16  de  julio  de  1812.=Jo8e  Yazquez  Figueroa.= 
Be&or  Tesorero  general. 

NOTA. 

Para  dar  una  nueva  prueba  de  la  falsedad  con  que  Don  Bicardo 
Meade  afirma  que  la  gestion  practicada  con  el  seflor  Embaxador  de 
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Inglatterra,  se  reduxo  it  un  qficio  ain  explicacion  ni  reoomendacion  d- 
gunuy  86  copiara  acqai  ol  artlcalo  qne  el  Seflor  Don  Ignacio  de  la  Pe« 
zaela,  Secretario  interino  del  Despacho  de  Estado,  comunic6  al  Redactor 
generali  6  iii0ert6  este  en  bvl  niimero  466^  de  12  de  Septiembre, 

,,Mu7  Sefior  mio  :  Leyendo  el  papel  que  con  titalo  de  JBuina  escan" 
dcdosa,  dkc,  da  al  publico  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  he  notado  algnnas  coeas 
qne  no  debo  pasar  en  silencio ;  porqne  recaen  sobre  oficios  del  minis- 
terio  de  mi  interino  cargo. 

,,En  0U  representacion  de  2  de  agosto  proximo  pasado,  dirigida  al 
Congreso  nacional,  dice  Meade  (p^g-  41,  42  y  43)  lo8  efuerzos  que 
habia  hecho  per  el  ministerio  de  Uaciendai  para  qne  la  B^encia  del 
Beyno  se  interesase  con  el  seflor  Embaxador  de  S.  M.  B.  a  In  de  que 
el  Consul  Don  Diego  Duff  recibiese  en  pago  de  lo  que  le  debia  Meade 
los  tres  libramientoB  que  este  tenia  del  Gobierno  espa&ol ;  y  que  des- 
pues  de  repetidas  instanoias  consi^uid.  al  fin  que  se  pasase  oficio  aL 
!Embaxador  ;  pero,  que  como  el  mmistro  de  Estado  ignoraba  entera- 
mente  los  anteoedentes,  paso  un  oficio,  tan  seoo  y  tan  sin  explicacion 
ni  recomendacion  al^una ;  que  fue  negado. 

,,E1  oficio  contema  una  explicacion  bien  clara,  bien  honrosa  para 
Ifeade,  y  la  mas  propia  para  que  la  recomendacion  que  estribaba  sobre 
ella  tuviese  efecto.  Que  los  servicios  hecbos  por.  Don  Bicardo  Meade 
durante  esta  guerra,  y  sus  grandes  desembolsos  para  el  cumplimiento 
de  contrataa  de  vfveres  celebradas  con  la  real  Hacienda  le  hacian 
acreedor  a  las  consideraciones  del  Gobierno,  y  que  por  eso  me  habia 
mandado  la  Begencia  del  Beyno  recomendara  a  S.  E.  el  sefior  Em- 
baxador la  solicitud  de  que  el  Consul  de  S.  M.  B.  admitiese  a  Meade 
en  pago  de  su  deuda  las  letras  que  le  habia  facilitado  el  Tesorero  gene- 
ral :  tales  eran  las  expresiones  del  oficio. 

„Befiere  despues  Meade  que  insto  de  nueyo,  ^ue  me  enter6  de  todo, 
y  que  le  respondi  ser  neoesario  que  el  ministerio  de  Hacienda  me  pa- 
sase oficio  repitiendo  la  instancia;  pero  no  dice  que  con  efecto  me  lo 
paso  con  fecha  de  4  de  agosto,  y  tan  expresivo,  que  despues  de  encar- 

Sarme  instase  de  nuero  el  Embaxador  para  que  admitiese  la  solicitud 
e  Meade,  aSadia :  ,,pues  asl  conviene  al  bien  del  Estado  y  lo  extge  la 
oonsideracion  que  Meade  merece  al  Gtobierno  por  sus  senalados  ser- 
vicios  en  la  6poca  de  nuestra  revolucion/' 

Asi  lo  comuniqufi  en  mi  nueyo  oficio  al  Embaxador,  diciendo ;  que 
de  no  verificarse  podria  resultar  grave  perjuicio  &  los  intereses  del  Es- 
tado. Ni  me  contents  con  los  oficios ;  pas^  personalmente  a  verme 
con  S.  E.,  le  habl6  6  inst6  con  toda  la  encacia  que  me  fu6  poeible  ;  y 
me  reepondio,  dando  muchas  razones,  one  sentia  no  poder  acceder  &  la 
demanda,  y  lo  mismo  me  ha  repetido  ultimamente  por  escrito,  autori- 
zandome  para  que  pueda  publicar  que  no  tenia  facultades  para  satisfacer 
los  deseos  de  la  Begencia  por  los  motives  que  expresa.  C&diz  10  de 
Beptiembre  de  1S12, ^=Ignacio  de  la  Pesmda. 

P.  D.  Para  que  nada  de  quanto  se  ha  tratado  conmieo  sobre  este 
negocio  se  ignore,  debo  decir  que  varies  sugetos,  entre  ellos  el  SeBor 
Figueroa,  ent6nces  ministro  de  Hacienda,  y  especialmente  el  Tesorero 
Don  Victor  Soret,  me  hablaron  con  mucho  empefio  para  que  Hiciese 
las  mayores  instancias  al  SeSor  Embaxador. 
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No,  in,—"  F/' 

BqpresefUation  of  Dr.  Victor  Soret^  actual  Treasurer  (General  to  (he 
Regency  of  Spain,  in  answer  to  the  fnani/eslo  of  Richard  Meade. 

My  private  opinion  being  secnre  in  the  honor  which  obtained  for  me 
the  public  confidence  and  estimation,  I  do  not  present  myself  no?r  be- 
fore your  highness  to  vindicate  the  outrages  with  which  Mr.  Bichard 
Meade  tries  to  destroy,  in  the  manifesto  that  he  has  published,  the 
good  opinion  that  I  enjoy  among  my  fellow-citizens.  Established  in 
a  public  capacity,  and  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  your  highnessi 
and  the  whole  nation,  of  my  proceedings  :  all  that  my  moderation, 
and  the  conviction  of  my  conscience  may  prohibit  me  from  avenging 
the  libels  that  Mr.  Meade  throws  out  against  me,  are  so  many  motives 
why  it  is  permitted  me,  and  even  my  duty,  to  justify  m^  conduct  as 
treasurer  general  in  office,  and  to  remove  the  slanderous  imputations 
with  which,  offending  the  honor  of  your  highness,  he  attenipts  to  in- 
troduce the  suspicions  of  your  justification  and  wisdom.  This  task, 
no  doubt,  would  be  superfluous  for  your  highness,  who,  in  the  Yetj 
proceeding,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  business  that  causes  the  insulte 
of  Meade,  has  the  best  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  the  treasurer,  if 
the  manner  with  which  that  merchant  has  openly  made  his  complaints 
to  the  public,  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  so  much  disguised  the 
truth,  was  not  the  most  designed  to  fascinate  the  multitude,  who  are 
always  inclined  to  detraction.  Thus,  as  nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  find  in  it  a  spirit  of  analysis  and  of  observation,  so  is  there 
nothing  more  easy  than  to  lead  it  astray,  or  mislead  them  in  their 
belief,  when  accumulating  taunts  and  insults,  it  is  besides  pleased 
when  it  hears  chided  the  conduct  of  those  functionaries  who,  by  the 
magnitude  and  delicacy  of  their  employments  are  more  apt  to  bring 
upon  themselves  the  spite  of  private  resentments  rather  than  be  per- 
suaded of  the  hard  but  irresistible  power  that  necessity  creates,  and 
which  appertains  to  them  to  alleviate  and  succor.  Among  these  no 
one  is  more  exposed  to  cruel  blows  in  his  credit  than  the  treasurer 
general ;  and  as  his  credit  is  that  of  the  very  nation,  it  is  not  only 
necessary  that  I  should  bring  to  the  view  of  your  highness  the  series 
of  facts  that  have  intervened  in  the  negotiations  with  Meade,  but  that 
presenting  this  explanation  to  the  public,  it  should  destroy  the  sus- 
picions that  may  have  arisen  about  the  rectitude  and  integrity  of  my 
management.  The  commencement  of  the  credits  of  Mr.  B.  Meade 
against  the  government  proceeds  from  the  following  articles,  which  on 
the  18th  of  December,  1811,  he  contracted  with  this  provincial  junta: 

13,000  barrels  of  flour,  at  $16} $217,750 

1,500  weight /)f  rice,  at  $6} 9,750 

500  barrels  of  northern  beef,  at|16i 8,250 

450  barrels  of  pork,  at  |22 9,900 

245,660 
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;  The  pftyment  of  this  contract,  which  was  to  be  ratified  by  the  junta 
under  its  reflponsibility,  was  stipulated  in  this  form : 

170,000  in  goTernment  letters  on  the  Havana,  the  half  at  thirty, 
and  the  half  at  sixty  days'  sight,  for  the  value  of  $76,000,  in  which 
the  exchange  asreed  on  was  included. 

|88,000  payable  in  London,  by  an  order  of  the  treasurer  general,  as 
director  of  oills  of  exchange  on  Don  Juan  Manuel  Gandasigui,  to  pay 
out  of  the  moneys  that  should  be  in  his  possession  on  account  of  the 
government,  at  the  exchange  of  47  pence  for  the  current  dollar  of  128 

auarts,  at  the  expiration  of  five  months,  which  having  expired  without 
bis  sum  being  paid,  it  was  the  business  of  the  junta  to  see  it  done. 

$88,000  payable  from  the  first  monevs  that  the  government  should 
receive,  proceeding  from  New  Spain  or  from  Peru,  for  which  amount  the 
provincial  junta  would  take  the  competent  bill,  and  would  indorse  it 
u  favor  of  Meade,  that  he  might  make  use  of  it  as  he  pleased. 

This  contract  being  approv^  by  your  highness  on  the  19  th  of  the 
said  month,  Meade  received  through  the  junta  the  bills  on  the  Havana, 
the  orders  against  Gandasigui,  and  the  draft  of  ps.  fs.  88,0ii0  to  be 
paid  with  the  first  moneys  that  should  arrive  from  New  Spain  or  Peru, 
which  was  expedited  by  the  general  treasury  on  the  25th  of  last  Jan- 
nary,  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  the  21st  of  same  month. 

The  second  credit  of  Meade  arises  from  another  contract  of  12,000 
barrels  of  flour  that  he  contracted  with  the  government  on  the  21st  of 
January,  of  this  year,  at  the  price  of  $17  per  barrel,  the  amount,  say 
$204,000,  to  be  paid  by  halves  from  the  first  and  second  moneys 
that  should  be  received  from  the  provinces  of  South  America.  Meade 
having  complied  with  his  part  of  the  contract,  I  was  commanded,  by 
order  of  your  Jiighness,  on  the  3d  of  March,  (No.  1,)  that  I  should 
adopt  the  necessary  means  to  carry  into  due  effect  this  contract,  in  vir- 
tue of  which,  on  the  7th  of  that  month,  two  drafts  were  expedited  on 
the  treasurer  of  the  national  finance  of  this  city,  for  the  amount  of  the 
already  mentioned  provisions;  the  one  of  2,040,000  rs.,  or  |102«000, 
to  be  paid  from  the  first  monies  that  should  be  received  from  South 
America ;  and  Che  other  of  an  equal  sum,  to  be  paid  from  the  second 
that  should  arive  from  the  same  places. 

The  last  credit  of  Meade  arose  from  the  contract  that,  by  order  of 
your  highness  (No.  2.)  and  the  treasurer  general,  together  with  Don 
Miguel  liobo,  Don  Ildefonso  Buis  del  Bio,  agreed  to  on  the  27th  of 
kst  February,  for  the  following  provisions : 

14,000  barrels  of  fiour,  at  $16} ^ |234,600 

2,600  weight  of  rice,  at  |8 20,000 

800  barrels  of  salt  beef;  at  |18 14,400 

600  barrels  of  pork,  at  |24 14,400 

283,300 


By  this  contract,  which  your  highness  approved  of  on  the  7th  oi 
the  following  March,  Meade  agreed  to  deliver  on  shore  the  provisiona 
by  equal  parts  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  with  respect 
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to  his  payment^  it  wm  agreed  that  they  shotild  delirer  him  a  bill  ob 
the  coffers  of  Vera  Oraz,  at  thirty  days'  sight,  of  three  thousand  ps.  6 
for  the  sam  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  ps.,  dedncting  a 
premium  or  exchange  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  and  the  remainder  of  ps. 
28,300,  would  be  paid  to  him  on  the  Slst  of  the  present  month  of  May. 
Besides,  it  was  agreed  with  Meade,  that  the  payment  of  the  bill  should 
be  recommended  to  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  granting  him  the  power 
of  exporting  from  New  Spain,  for  the  port  t^at  he  should  choose,  the 
$300,000,  free  of  all  duties,  it  being  in  his  power  to  send  and  oolleet 
them  a  Spanish  or  English  vessel,  on  condition  that,  if  it  were  national 
it  was  to  go  frei^^hted  or  ballasted,  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  and 
if  foreign,  only  in  ballast,  though  in  either  case  he  had  the  permia- 
sion  of  sending  a  person  of  his  own  confidence  to  take  charge  of  and 
collect  this  property.  Finally,  the  arrangement,  and  a  payment  of  all 
the  other  accounts  pending  with  Meade,  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  of- 
fered him  to  have  the  payment  of  the  order  given  to  him  on  London 
ratified,  in  the  terms  that  he  himself  ofiered,  by  the  balance  of  that 
former  account,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  known  of  the  order  he  held  not 
being  immediately  satisfied,  substituting  in  its  place  orders  or  letters 
for  other  amounts  that  the  government  might  have  in  that  place  Such 
are  the  contracts  that  have  been  made  with  Mr.  Meade  from  the  18th 
of  December,  1811,  to  the  27th  of  February,  of  the  present  year,  of 
my  employment,  and  their  respective  amounts  are  as  rollows: 

1.  Purchase  of  provisions  by  ps.  fs..«, , 245,660 

2.  Purchase  of  provisions  by  ps.  fs • ,     204^000 

3.  Purchase  of  provisions  by  ps,  fs ,. .•« 283,300 

732,950 


This  sum  total,  as  is  seen,  is  very  near  fifteen  millions  of  reals,  and 
is,  without  doubt,  the  foundation  on  which  Meade  relies  to  support 
his  assurance  to  the  general  and  extraordinary  corted,  in  his  repre- 
sentation of  the  29th  of  July,  that  the  nation  was  owing  to  him  near 
a  million  of  current  dollars.  The  account  that  I  have  just  submitted 
to  your  highness'  consideration  suffices  to  prove  the  impudence  with 
which  Meade  endeavorad  to  surprise  the  sovereign^  by  the  obscnri^ 
that  is  perceived  in  his  mode  of  expressing  the  origin  of  his  agreements, 
and  actual  state  of  them,  and  in  the  gross  subtlety  of  including  in  the 
account,  to  engross  the  whole,  the  sum  of  what  is  already  paid 
and  what  is  yet  due,  giving  therein  the  most  solemn  testimony  that 
he  was  employing  a  subterfuge,  which  attempt  he  chose  to  hazard. 
Nor  is  this  the  only  proof  of  his  contradiction  and  malice  that  are  found 
in  the  representations  of  Meade.  In  the  one  which  he  addressed  to 
his  Majesty  on  the  2d  of  August,  already  reducing  the  amount  to  more 
than  fourteen  millions,  he  says,  that  he  had  to  go  to  America  to  recover 
the  half.  Before  entering  into  the  examination  of  this  subject,  which, 
in  the  riolated  manner  with  which  he  presented  it,  it  appears  to  him 
ef  serious  injury,  it  is  necessary  that  your  highness  should  fix  your 
attrition  with  me  to  investigate  that  sum  which  Meade  supposes  m 
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enormous.  Of  the  three  parts  into  which  the  payment  was  divided ,  of 
the  first  oontraoty  he  not  only  received  the  bills  on  the  Havana  for 
70,000  ps.  worth,  bat  also  the  orders  given  on  the  26th  December,  on 
Oandasegni  for  88,000,  at  five  months,  were  satisfied ;  on  the  11th  of 
March  of  the  present  year,  that  is  to  say  nearly  two  and  a  half  months 
from  its  date  from  whence  it  results,  that  on  this  account  Meade  is 
Bolely  creditor  of  the  88,000  ps.,  of  the  bills  that  were  expedited  to 
him  on  the  26th  of  January,  to  be  paid  ont  of  the  first  moneys  that  the 
government  should  receive  from  New  Spain  or  Peru.  It  is  equally  the 
same  as  regards  the  two  bills  for  102,000  ps.  fa.  each,  that  were  given 
on  the  7th  of  March  on  the  treasurer  of  finance  in  this  place,  value 
of  his  second  contract  and  to  be  paid  from  the  first  and  second  moneys 
that  should  be  received  from  South  America. 

The  ps.  283,300,  to  which  the  third  contract  amounted,  have  been 
paid  the  266  thousand  in  bills  on  New  Spain  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  stipulations  there  agreed  to,  and  they  have  been  properly  re* 
commended  to  the  Viceroy  of  those  provinces,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  ps.  fs.  28,300,  were  delivered  in  effective  money  by  the  treasury 

Sneral  on  the  2d  of  June  of  the  present  year ;  that  is,  within  two 
ys  of  the  time  stipulated  for  the  payment.  Your  Highness  is  aware 
that  Meade,  availing  himself  of  the  permission  of  sending  a  national 
or  foreign  vessel  to  recover  the  amount  of  these  bills  on  the  Havana, 
solicited  and  obtained  the  permission  which  the  cortes  approved,  of 
sending  an  English  vessel,  as  he  actually  did  ;  calculating  now  the 
three  sums  that  are  undoubtedly  owing  to  MeadC)  a  total  appears  of 
292  thousand  ps.  fs.  or  call  them  5,840,000  rs.  vn.  which,  joined  with 
18.  1,066,168  24  mrs.  of  various  reclamations  held  by  him  on  different 
objects,  among  which  there  are  some  suspended  by  order  of  your  high- 
ness, till  some  points  are  cleared  up,  form  an  account  against  the 
government  of  6,896,168  «rs.  and  24  mrs.  vn.  From  whence,  then, 
proceed  these  fifteen  or  fourteen  millions  that  Meade  states  the  nation 
owes  him  ?  So  palpable  a  falsehood  would  appear  incredible  in  a 
man  who,  in  appealing  to  the  sovereign,  does  not  vacillate  to  insult 
openly  the  government  of  your  highness,  unless  the  suspicious  manner 
in  which  he  presents  his  account  did  not  prove  that  he  tended  to  an 
end  without  caring  much  about  the  means.  1  should  like  to  be  able 
to  attach  to  Meade  the  most  honest  intentions ;  but  how  will  the  justice 
that  he  calls  upon  be  reconciled  with  the  mysterious  concealment  of 
the  true  state  of  his  accounts?  How  can  the  studied  neglect  with 
which  Meade  feigns  to  forget  the  compliance  with  many  stipulations 
of  his  contracts  militate  with  good  mith  ?  Not  contented  with  in- 
creasing his  debt  to  make  the  proceedings  of  your  highness  more  odious, 
he  conceals  carefully  having  received  any  other  sum  than  that  of  28,000 
current  dollars,  and  even  wis  acknowledgment  he  makes  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  only  serves  to  discredit  your  highness.  This  payment, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  evident  proofs  of  the  diligence  with  which 
the  treasury  has  complied  with  its  obligations  with  Meade,  he  pre* 
toids  to  darken,  saying  in  his  representation  of  the  2d  of  August,  that 
he  Jiae  only  hem  paid  28,000  cloSortf  on  aoocmiUof^QQ  thousand;  whereas 
this  sum  was  the  only  one  of  all  his  contracts  which  had  a  fixed  period 
ior  its  payment.    But  if,  in  effect,  he  has  received  no  other  part  but 
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the  insinuated  sanii  in  what  light  would  the  300  thousand  hard  dol- 
lars on  the  coffers  of  New  8pain  to  be  considered  ?  What  application 
will  the  88  thousand  dollars  paid  in  London  bj  Gfandasegai  have  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  Meade's  intention  has  been  to  deceive  and  to  obtain  it; 
he  has  not  hesitated  to  abuse  and  confound  the  most  sacred  agreements, 
and  if  these  last  88  thousand  were  not  to  be  mentioned,  so  that  the 
exorbitancy  of  his  fourteen  million  might  be  more  visible,  the  neces- 
sity of  going  to  America  to  recover  half  of  it,  which  I  noticed  to  your 
highness,  was  also  convenient  to  augment  the  magnitude  of  his  ser- 
vices, and  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  your  highness,  who  so  little  de- 
served it.  Meade,  concealing  that  the  recovery  of  this  half  in  South 
America  had  been  stipulated  by  mutual  agreement  and  convenience, 
has  injured  his  honor  and  has  impaired  his  good  faith,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  amount  of  the  bills  is  an  object  that  ought  to  be  reputed 
settled  and  paid ;  he  feigns  ignorance  of  the  validity  contained  in  the 
contracts  themselves,  in  order  to  include  the  whole  sum  in  the  index 
of  his  accounts,  until  the  letters  and  bills  are  not  paid  at  the  time  of 
their  falling  due,  and  until  the  government  called  on,  on  this  account 
does  not  attend  to  his  solicitude.  Meade  has  no  right  to  exact  from 
your  highness  the  6,000,000  of  its  value,  nor  is  it  bcHSoming  in  him  to 
call  himself  a  creditor  for  this  part  any  more  than  in  his  mercantile 
contracts  he  is  permitted  to  call  his  debtor  the  one  from  whom  he  has 
received  in  payment  a  legitimate  and  liquidated  debt,  one  or  more  bills 
of  exchange  not  yet  due. 

The  balance  of  Meade's  account  beine  thus  cleared  up,  what  oonld 
have  been  his  meaning  in  exaggerating  it?  Your  highness,  whom  he 
offends  so  unjustly,  could  not  be  deceived,  nor  was  it  in  my  power  to 
augment  or  diminish  the  nature  of  his  credits.  Is  it  his  wish,  per* 
chance,  to  give  a  proof  on  those  fourteen  millions  of  the  injustice  that 
he  taxes  my  conduct  with  ?  But  if  it  was  so  easy  to  prove  this  false- 
hood, what  end  did  he  expect  from  so  indecent  a  subterfuge?  Was 
it  to  exasperate  the  nation  or  blind  his  creditors  ?  To  both  it  apper- 
tains to  give  the  just  value  of  Meade's  exaggerations,  because  neither 
your  highness  can  suffer  in  your  well-deserv^  credit  of  being  religiooa 
and  legal  in  your  dealings,  when  assailed  in  tumultuous  tone  and  with 
ruinous  arms,  nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  to  vindicate  myself  on  a 
point  in  which  the  facts  and  dates  that  I  have  produced  speak  suffi- 
ciently for  themselves.  Not  thus  with  respect  to  the  obstinate  endea- 
vor with  which  Meade  so  injuriously  supposes  me  to  disregard  the 
payment  of  his  accounts,  which  he  calls  the  most  just,  the  oldest,  the 
most  urgent  and  preferable  ;  and  when,  as  he  states,  I  only  have  at- 
tended to  the  solvency  of  the  accounts  of  my  own  friends,  and  that^ 
having  the  means  of  aiding  him,  I  have  never  wished  to  do  so,  being 
his  enemy.  I  should  abstain  from  any  reflections,  if  I  wrote  only  for 
your  highness,  in  refuting  a  charge  that  contains  so  much  malice, 
since  the  treasurer  general  is  not  permitted  to  execute  any  payment 
without  a  preceding  order  that  should  determine  and  command  him 
to  execute  it.  But  when  Meade,  citing,  in  his  representation  of  the 
29th  of  July,  the  monies  that  were  received  from  South  America  by 
the  vessel  Standard  and  brig  Casador,  lays  great  stress  on  the  stipu- 
lation made  to  him  of  being  paid  with  the  first  and  second  moneys 


BICHASD  W.  ICBABE.  667 

that  should  arive  from  America,  it  is  necessary  to  oppose  to  the  vio- 
lence of  his  assertions  the  irresistible  power  of  truth.  It  is  an  un- 
doubted fact,  as  Meade  himself  says,  that  the  hope  of  the  funds  that 
the  Standard  was  to  bring,  was  the  grounds  on  which  the  goyernment 
counted  to  pay  for  the  flour  that  was  purchased  to  send  to  Carthagena 
and  Alicante,  that  is,  the  204,000  hard  dollars  of  the  second  contract. 
Meade,  who  boasts  so  much  of  the  price  at  which  he  gave  them,  had 
undoubtedly  present  the  success  with  which  he  made  his  other  con- 
tract of  the  16th  of  July,  1811.  A  similar  circumstance  would  have 
produced  similar  results  if  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  had  not  frus- 
trated the  best-founded  hopes.  It  is  well  known  that  out  of  all  the 
property  that  composed  the  register — that  is,  that  the  Standard 
brought — only  30,121  hard  dollars  came  to  the  national  finances,  and 
even  the  greater  part  of  them  were  destined  for  the  fund  of  the  post 
ofSces.  Those  that  were  brought  from  the  Havana  by  the  brig  Caza- 
dor  were  of  different  corporations,  with  a  small  part  of  the  State.  I 
will  deport,  if  Meade  choses,  from  the  great,  the  narrow  presumptory 
and  urgent  necessities  that  have  always  weighed  on  the  public  treas- 
ury, especially  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  these  two  vessels,  and, 
appealing  to  his  conscience,  I  will  ask  him  if  he  thinks  that  such  funds 
were  what  he  looked  for,  and  if  he  understood  the  payment  of  his  bills 
was  to  be  effected  out  of  such  funds.  These  small  portions  of  money 
arriving  from  South  America  do  not  deserve  the  name  of  funds ;  nor 
in  that  sense  has  there  ever  been  anything  else  understood  but  those 
large  amounts  of  funds  which  were  expected  from  Peru  and  New 
Spain. 

Insu£Scient,  therefore,  were  those  received  to  fulfill  Meade's  credit, 
and  which  was  the  most  powerful  reason  that  aided  your  highness  to 
dictate  the  order  of  May  10,  (No.  3.)  It  was  not  I,  myself,  who  dis- 
posed of  them  for  the  very  urgent  attentions  to  which  they  were  des- 
tined, and  your  highness,  as  you  could  not  give  Meade  a  greater 
satls&ction,  neither  did  you  leave  me  any  other  choice  than  to  obey 
your  precept  of  attending  to  him  whenever  there  should  be  an  oppor- 
tunity, though  subjecting  me  to  the  order  of  the  3d  of  June,  (No.  4.) 
If  there  had  been  any  other  in  the  treasury,  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  recommendation  of  Meade's  debt,  first  of  your  highness,  and  after- 
wards of  his  Majesty,  is  what  I  now  am  going  to  explain.  I  shall 
not  detain  myself  in  a  relation  of  the  ordinary  ingress,  from  the  10th 
of  May  till  the  20th  of  August,  on  which  date  the  resolution  of  the 
cortes  was  communicated  to  me,  in  which  the  mode  of  payment  of 
Meade's  credit  was  charged,  because  neither  he  makes  mention  of 
them,  nor  have  they  ever  corresponded  to  the  magnitude  of  the  obli- 
gations ;  limiting  myself,  therefore,  to  the  charges  that  Meade  brings 
against  me  on  this  point,  none  more  apparent  nor  more  specious  than 
the  bills  on  London,  which  he  affirms  I  have  received  every  month. 
This  error  has  arisen  from  the  examination  of  the  state  of  the  treas- 
ury. Because  Meade,  noticing  in  them  the  debit  of  the  sums  received 
from  the  embassador  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  believes  that  these  pro- 
ceeded from  an  agreement  concluded  with  the  Engliahj  in  wrtue  of  which 
I  have  received  ever  wincey  eivery  months  from  three  to  four  mHjUons^ 
pereevering  always  in  not  giving  him  a  cent.    Meade,  being  inclined  to 
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make  gratuitous  suppositions)  judges  on  me  a  crooked  management  in 
the  omission  of  these  periodical  millionSi  that  in  his  opinion  entered 
into  the  treasury  to  be  distributed  at  my  will.  When  we  only  attend 
to  private  resentments,  or  the  more  dangerous  inflnenoe  of  self  inter* 
est,  we  stray  as  much  from  truth  and  reason  as  we  approach  insult  and 
injustice. 

This  is  what  has  happened  to  Mr.  Richard  Meade.  Your  highneaa 
knows  that  to  extricate  us  from  the  very  narrow  exigencies  we  were 
in,  the  English  embassador  has  given  us  on  three  different  occasions 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  millions  of  rials  in  bills  payable  at  four^  five, 
and  six  months  on  London,  with  the  express  condition  of  their  not 
being  negotiated  in  this  city,  and  that  their  value  should  be  invested 
in  purchases  of  provisions  for  the  armies.  Without  this  condition  the 
importance  of  the  object  itself  would  not  have  permitted  you  to  have 
used  for  other  objects  a  supply  given  for  this  end  only.  Then,  how 
was  it  possible  to  dedicate  these  funds  to  Meade's  payment  ?  Between 
a  debt  that  has  its  proper  stipulations  which  has  not  yet  been  oonxplied 
with,  and  the  scarcity  and  absolute  want  of  provisions  ?  To  which  of 
these  pressing  necessities  should  we  attend  to  first  ?  Besides,  if  the 
bills  were  solicited  and  obtained  on  this  condition,  had  your  highness 
the  power  to  change  their  destination?  Meade's  credit,  are  they 
more  sacred  than  the  very  subsistence  of  the  soldier  ?  Can  he  prove 
a  single  act  that  should  manifest  that  these  bills  have  had  any  other 
employment?  Your  highness  has  not  been  able  to  succor  either 
Meade  or  myself  in  the  distribution,  with  which,  according  to  positive 
orders  I  have  made  of  their  value,  no  means  have  been  left  to  aid  him. 
The  levity  with  which  he  criminates  all  my  operations  carries  him  on 
to  say  to  your  highness,  in  his  representation  of  the  23d  of  August, 
and  to  repeat  in  that  presented  to  his  Majesty  the  following  day,  (the 
24th,)  that  on  the  20tb  and  22d  of  the  same  there  existed  of  those  bills 
in  the  national  coffers  a  sum  exceeding  100,000  hard  dollars,  which  I 
hastened  to  dispose  of.  The  state  of  the  treasury  that  I  enclose  your 
highness  (No.  6)  is  the  most  convincing  proof  I  can  give  to  so  stupid 
an  accusation  ;  and  the  order  of  the  16th  of  the  same,  (August,) 
which  is  also  enclosed,  (No.  6,)  in  which  yonr  highness  ordered  that  1 
should  send  to  the  directory  of  provisions  the  100,000  dollars  that  were 
intended  for  them,  will  finish  destroying  this  imputation  it  it  depends 
on  the  existence  of  such  a  fiind.  If,  up  to  the  before-mentioned  epoch, 
(20th  of  August,)  Meade's  accusations  are  so  unfounded,  they  have 
less  correctness  since  the  decree  of  his  Majesty,  because  neither  in  the 
short  time  that  has  intervened  has  there  been  means  to  comply  with 
it,  nor  with  respect  to  the  obstinacy  that  Meade  attributes  to  me  i  a 
not  paying  him,  there  remained  but  one  other  imputation  to  answer, 
and  that  is  the  charge  which  he  makes  of  the  indifference  with  which 
we  proceeded  to  sohcit  the  embassador  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to 
admit  his  three  bills.  This  memorial  having  reached  the  hands  of 
your  highness,  it  pleased  you  to  give  an  order  on  the  6th  of  July  that 
1  should  give  my  opinion  on  the  matter,  which  I  did  on  the  following 
day  (the  7th)  in  the  following  words :  '^  The  services  rendered  by 
Meade  during  the  period  of  our  revolution,  and  his  large  disburse- 
ments originating  from  his  contracts,  make  him  a  creditor  to  every 
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consideration  of  the  goTernment ;  and  on  this  acoonnty  as  well  as  from 
the  suspension  of  his  commerce  other  serioos  injuries  might  arise 
to  those  houses  of  commerce  with  which  he  is  concerned,  it  appears 
to  me  very  proper,  from  the  equity  and  justice  of  your  highness,  that 
you  should  recommend  to  the  English  embassador  the  already  stated 
aolicitude,  assuring  him  that  from  the  first  moneys  that  arrive  from 
America  he  shall  l^  paid  the  190,000  hard  dollars  of  the  two  first  bills, 
and  the  remainder  from  the  second,  in  which  no  injury  can  arise  to 
the  government,  as  the  obligation  in  which  it  is  constituted  by  the 

contracts  is  to  satisfy  the  bills  in  the  former  mentioned  ." 

This  opinion,  which  conscientiously  made  known  to  your  highness  is 
probably  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  confirmed  desire,  Meade  says,  that 
of  ruining  his  house  of  commerce ;  but  I  still  can  bring  to  your 
highness'  recollection  all  the  other  steps  that  I  took  in  this  affair, 
which  certainly  was  not  frustrated  for  want  of  efficacy  and  recom- 
mendation. I  do  not  doubt  the  information  Meade  says  he  received 
from  the  consul,  Mr.  James  Duff,  telling  him  that  it  was  his  belief  that 
the  embassador  would  accede  to  the  admission  of  the  $292,000  (hard 
dollars)  of  the  bills,  so  soon  as  the  government  should  interpose  with 
its  infiuence.  Mr.  John  Jose  Iriarte  and  Mr.  Juan  Antonio  Curazo, 
members  of  this  provincial  junta,  who  accompanied  me  in  my  visit  to 
the  consul,  not  only  can  testify  of  my  efforts  for  the  attainment  of  the 
pretension  that  carried  us  there,  but  of  the  solemn  promise  that  I 
made  to  him  on  my  honor  of  paying  the  bills  at  the  arrival  of  the 
stipulated  moneys.  Dnff,  with  his  natural  frankness,  said  that  he 
would  speak  to  the  embassador,  as  he  had  not  the  faculty  to  comply 
with  my  request.  Then  being  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  wishes 
expressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Miguel  Lobo  and  Mr.  Ildefonso  Buiz  del  Bio, 
I  represented  to  your  highness  the  urgency  of  interesting  the  embas- 
sador to  avoid  the  transcendency  that  the  bankruptcy  of  Meade  would 
have  in  the  commerce,  which  event  it  was  necessary  to  prevent.  The 
secretary  of  state  received  an  order  to  nass  the  correspondent  official 
letter  to  his  excellency  the  English  embassador,  and  I  having  noticed 
thn  delay  of  his  answer  urged  anew  that  the  embassador  should  be 
reminded,  who  answered  at  last  that  he  had  not  the  authority  to 
admit  the  bills.  Finally,  Meade  having  repeated  this  solicitude,  I 
spoke  again  to  the  secretary  of  finance,  in  order  that  he  might  again 
urge  the  admission  of  it  to  his  excellency.  These  steps  are  all  known 
by  your  hiehness.  ^^  Can  they  be  called  an  information  without  any 
sort  of  explanation  or  recommendation,  that  the  affair,  looking  as  an 
individual  pretension,  was  denied."  If  your  highness  was  not  already 
assured  that  Meade  is  not  very  scrupulous  in  his  asseverations,  you 
would  admire  the  effrontery  with  which,  after  describing  your  high- 
ness as  insensible  to  the  ruin  of  a  creditor  of  the  State,  or  as  an 
egotist  indifferent  to  the  preservation  of  the  honor  of  the  country 
entrusted  to  your  government.  He  stops  also  to  recompense  with 
falsehoods  and  insults  the  officious  and  efficacious  steps  with  Which  to 
the  duties  of  a  public  functionary  I  added  the  diligence  of  a  private 
agent.  But  Meade,  who  in  all  his  writings  has  not  disproved  in  one 
single  line  the  character  of  impeacher  ot  the  actions  of  your  highness 
and  of  my  obedience  to  your  orders,  he  is  equally  constant  in  his  pur- 
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pose  of  making  use  of  insult  for  better  reasons.  He  does  not  aocaae 
me  of  so  much  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  his  Majesty  as  he  does 
your  highness,  who,  he  says,  has  either  passively  looked  over  my 
excesses  on  this  head,  or  has  contributed  with  your  orders  to  the 
unpunished  contempt  that  he  attributes  to  me  of  not  compljring  with 
the  soyereign  mandates.  Your  highness,  who  in  the  confidence  of  the 
august  congress  and  in  the  respect  of  the  Spanish  public  has  the 
grandest  guaranties  of  your  rectitude  and  fidelity,  ought  not  even  to 
deien  to  despise  so  insolent  an  accusation  ;  but  I,  who  from  the 
delicacy  of  the  situation  in  which  I  am  placed,  require  to  enoounter 
the  fatality  of  being  criticized  in  all  my  operations  with  so  much  more 
rancour  and  injustice,  inasmuch  as  the  difficulty  of  satisfying  all  the 
wants  and  even  the  fancies  of  some  men  is  greater,  who  only  consult 
their  private  interest,  it  is  -necessary  that  I  should  detain  myself  to 
confound  the  atrociousness  of  this  charee.  According  to  the  order  of 
the  20th  of  August,  (No.  7,)  your  highness,  wishing  to  comply  with 
the  disposition  of  the  cortes,  commanded  me  to  make  a  detailed  account 
of  the  urgent  object  in  which  the  ten  millions  of  the  sum  recovered 
by  the  municipality  of  this  place  ought  to  be  employed  in,  and  on  the 
foundation  of  which  Meade  claimed  to  be  assisted  with  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  On  the  following  day  (the  2l8t)  I  exposed  to  your 
highness,  through  the  minister  of  finance,  what  may  be  seen  in  the 
copy  that  I  annex,  (No  8,)  in  consequence  of  which  your  highness 
commanded  that  the  order  which  he  published  in  his  manifesto  with 
the  No.  9  should  be  communicated  to  Meade.  Can  my  opinion, 
expressed  in  this  report  with  the  frankness  and  freedom  that  my  duty 
and  conscience  dictated  to  me,  be  called  impudent  contempt  of  the 
sovereign  mandates?  Was  it  in  my  power  to  deliver  the  three 
millions  which,  under  special  circumstances,  the  credit  of  Meade  had 
been  ordered  to  be  paid  by  his  Majesty  ?  Gould  I  answer  in  any  other 
way  to  his  paper  of  the  22d  of  August  (No.  9)  but  what  I  manifested 
on  the  23d  of  same  date  (No.  10)  ? 

The  urgency  that  the  cortes  recommended,  ought  I  to  have  done  it, 
or  was  it  not  your  highness  to  whom  the  determination  appertained  ? 
And,  moreover,  what  were  the  means  that  vour  highness  had  to  com- 
ply with  this  urgency  ?  Could  your  highness  disregard  the  other 
equally  sacred  obligations  which  the  note  expresses,  and  which  were 
included  in  my  report,  (No.  11  ?)  Could  it  ever  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  his  Majesty  that  because  other  creditors  had  not  gone  to  im- 
plore his  generous  mercy,  that  their  credits  should  be  lett,  and  that 
that  fidelity  should  be  tarnished  which  his  Majesty  had  endeavored  to 
save  in  his  condescendence  to  the  solicitude  of  Meade  ?  To  comply 
prematurely  with  his  stipulations,  coald  they  be  wanting  to  others, 
more  peremptory  and  equally  important  ?  The  orders  that  your  high- 
ness gave,  that  the  grant  of  the  three  millions  should  be  complied 
with,  is  it  not  a  testimony  of  the  obedience  which  the  sovereign  man- 
dates experience  ?  And  if,  with  this  conduct^  it  remains  proved  that 
your  highness  does  not  boast  of  opposing  the  dispositions  of  the  oortes, 
as  Meade  rashly  expresses  it,  of  what  avail  would  be  the  endeavors  of 
the  treasurer  when  he  neither  had  bills  on  London,  nor  had  the  eight 
millions  which  he  was  to  have  received  from  the  municipality  entered 
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into  his  posseflBion,  nor  were  they  snflBcient  to  cover  other  ohligations 
more  preferable  ?    Granting  that  Meade's  case  is  a  painful  one,  is  it 

J  oar  highnesses  fanlt  that  the  moneys  from  Sonth  America  should  not 
ave  arrived  at  the  time  expected  ?  The  small  quantities  received , 
"would  they  have  sufficed,  even  though  they  had  been  freely  delivered 
to  Meade,  to  extricate  him  from  his  troubles  ?  Was  this  possible  or 
imaginable  ?  In  the  short  space  that  has  elapsed  from  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  sovereign  to  the  publication  of  Jtieade,  has  it  been  pos* 
eible  to  procure  means  to  aid  him  ?  Have  any  particular  registers  or 
iunds  arrived,  the  duties  on  which  have  been  retained  or  refused  him? 
Has  any  considerable  amount  entered  into  the  treasury  ?  Has  there 
been  before  this  epoch  a  more  than  sufficient  fund  to  pay  the  provi- 
sions that  were  newly  contracted  for  ?  Are  all  the  contracted  stipu- 
lations on  this  head  complied  with  ?  Are  Meade's  the  only  ones  ? 
It  little  signifies^  by  the  effrontery  with  which  he  affirms  it,  that 
this  presumption  should  be  on  his  side.  Mr.  James  McCann,  Mr. 
James  Wardropp,  Mr.  Ignacio  Oasal,  and  the  house  of  Picardo,  and 
many  other  creditors,  will  answer  for  me  to  Meade's  imposture,  with- 
out which  to  diminish  the  atrocity  of  his  publication  he  can  allege 
that  his  debt  is  more  sacred,  or  is  of  a  more  modern  date.     They  all 

froceed  from  purchases  of  provisions,  as  is  insinuated  in  the  note  that 
present,  (No.  11,)  and  they  all  contain  ppsitive  stipulations  more 
explicit  than  those  of  Meade,  and  which  are  not  subject  to  the  arrival 
of  moneys  which  have  not  yet  been  received.  This  necessary  condi- 
tion, that  cannot  be  considered  as  infringed  by  the  arrival  of  the  vessel 
Standard  and  the  sloop-of-war  Gazador,  far  from  authorizing  Meade  to 
complain  with  so  much  acrimony  of  the  want  of  compliance  of  your 
highness  of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  is  the  most  irrefragable  proof 
that  I  can  offer  of  the  injustice  of  that  merchant,  and  of  the  impossi- 
bility in  which  your  highness  has  found  yourself  of  fulfilling  the  stip- 
ulations made  with  him.  Perhaps,  can  Meade  say  that  other  funds 
have  arrived  from  America?  Inwardly  convinced  that  your  highness 
could  not  do  more  to  comply  with  his  contracts,  he  has  recourse  to 
calumny  and  personalities  in  order  to  prove  the  accusations  that  he 
makes  against  me,  the  despair  to  which  he  has  been  reduced  by  the 
want  of  combination  in  the  order  of  events,  or  the  folly  of  his  bad 
calculations.  He  adopts  a  conduct  to  make  up  for  his  want  of  reason, 
and  to  attract  partizans  to  his  inflamed  representations.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  answer  the  imposture  with  which  Meade  affirms  that  all 
the  contracts  celebrated  with  me  are  settled  and  paid,  and  that  those 
that  are  not  in  this  situation  are  so  because  the  deliveries  have  not 
been  concluded.    The  note  of  the  2l8t  of  August  answers  the  first 

fart  of  this  accusation,  and  Mr.  McGann,  Wardropp,  Caeal,  and 
icardo  can  confound  the  second.  The  charge  is  more  specious  in 
which  he  terms  me  a  criminal  and  a  despot,  whose  caprices  and  in- 
terests, besides  ruining  his  house  of  commerce^  are  the  sole  rule  that 
govern  all  the  payments  of  the  national  treasury,  and  that  which  pre- 
sides at  the  scandalous  contracts  that^  in  the  obscurity  of  my  office,  I 
oelebrate  with  my  friends,  without  any  intervention  by  an  arbitrary 
proceeding,  denounced  as  such  by  the  sovereign.  It  is  necessary, 
serene  highness,  that,  though  at  the  risk  of  troubling  your  attention 
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with  a  triyial  references  of  facta,  which  yonr  highnen  is  acquainted 
with  since  everything  has  been  under  the  direction  of  yonr  highneas, 
that  I  should  endeavor  to  wash  away  this  in&mous  stain  that  annihi- 
lates my  honor  as  a  public  functionary  and  as  a  citissen.  It  is  neoes- 
sary  to  destroy  the  first  principle,  of  which  no  one  ouffht  to  be  want- 
ing ;  it  is  necessary  that  rancor  should  be  more  powerful  than  all  the 
stimulus  of  probity  and  a  good  name  ;  it  is  necessary  to  prefer  the 
fame  of  being  stupid  and  ignorant  to  the  confession  of  a  painful  truth, 
in  order  that  Mr.  Richard  Meade  should  insist  in  supposing  me  sole 
owner  and  disposer  of  moneys  that  come  into  the  treasury. 

He  himself  and  the  whole  nation  know  that  by  one  of  the  most 
inviolable  laws  of  this  establishment  the  treasurer  cannot  pay  the 
smallest  sum  without  a  previous  order  from  the  government,  nor  invest 
any  property  the  distribution  of  which  has  not  been  disposed  or  sap* 
proved  of  by  the  same  authority.     If  this  &ct  does  not  admit  any 
species  of  doubt,  in  what  manner  will  Meade  prove  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceeding which  he  pretends  has  been  admitted  even  by  the  very  sover- 
eign?   Can  the  ruinous  passions  of  a  deprived  spite  reach  even  to  yom* 
highness,  whose  order  ought  to  be  given  in  whatever  payment  I  should 
make  to  Meade  himself?     But  if  your  highness,  who  is  the  one  who 
suffers  most^  insults  from  the  mordacity  of  this  man,  how  will  this 
charge  be  destroyed  when  defended  by  so  many  for  whom  the  conntry 
has  no  other  necessity  than  for  this  man  ?    By  so  many  who,  carefid 
only  of  their  preservation,  pour  bitterness  on  the  cruel  wounds  of  this 
very  country  ?    In  vain  would  I  apply  to  the  immutable  laws  of  truth 
and  of  justice  to  contradict  an  imputation  that  mines  and  undermines 
all  the  foundation  of  confidence  in  the  Spanish  government,  if  the 
august  Congress,  whom  it  also  outrages,  did  not  answer  with  their 
unchaogeable  rectitude,  with  their  love  for  the  good  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  to  the  wild  excesses  of  Meade,  who  owes  his  fortune  to  the 
government  that  he  despises  and  slanders.     Tes,  sir,  the  consequence 
that  is  derived  from  this  imputation  is  as  insulting  as  it  is  liable  to 
misrepresentation.    I  seduce  your  highness,  and  your  highness  is  wuit- 
ing  in  the  sacred  duties  which  your  eminent  station  imposes  on  you, 
to  such  an  extremity  does  the  daring  of  Meade  extend  itself.     The 
part  of  this  charge  in  which  he  supposes  the  mysterious  obscurity  of 
my  contracts  and  the  usurpation  that  I  have  made  of  the  means  of 
the  general  direction  of  provisions  is  no  less  malicious.     Meade  easUy 
forgets  the  experience  that  made  the  execution  impracticable,  or  rather 
the  application  of  the  sovereign  precept  of  intervention  or  control 
dictated  for  another  class  of  contracts  than  those  executed  in  this  place. 
Your  highness  is  well  aware  of  the  causes  which  made  it  necessary 
not  to  observe  the  formalities  that  had  proved  so  fruitless  in  the  com* 
mencement ;  or,  more  properly  speaking,  served  only  to  impede  the 
procuring  supplies.     Meade  may  ask  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  and  the  other 
junta  that  was  afterwards  established  with  the  name  of  subsistence, 
what  were  the  just  reasons  for  not  continuing  to  announce  tiie  con- 
tracts by  public  edicts.     And  if,  in  the  first  part  of  this  accusation, 
Meade  feigns  to  disbelieve  the  same  that  he  has  experienced,  in  the 
second  he  aspires  to  draw  on  me  every  species  of  execration.    I  will 
depart  from  the  custom  that  I  found  established  on  entering  on  the 
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oflSoe  of  treasarer,  and  will  recall  to  yoar  highness  the  suspension 
which  at  that  epoch  that  estahlishment  was  in,  suspension  that  was 
prolonged  to  the  month  of  March.  If  Meade,  for  particular  yiews, 
declares  himself  now  protector  of  the  directions  of  provisions,  what 
reason  can  he  have  for  not  disapproving  the  contracts  that  he  entered 
into  previously  with  the  treasury  ?  Why  does  he  not  investigate  the 
causes  that  produced  the  usurpation  of  one  of  the  faculties  of  the 
directors  ?  Be  this  as  it  may,  1,  besides  conforming  myself  with  an 
established  custom,  and  even  an  indispensable  one  on  account  of  the 
singularity  of  the  circumstances,  I  have  never  entered  into  any  engage- 
ment of  provisions  without  a  special  mission  from  your  highness,  whose 
orders  I  might  cite  if  I  were  not  speaking  to  your  highness  himself. 
What  motive  will  dictate  the  dispositions  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to 
inquire.  If  it  has  been  no  other  than  to  give  a  guarantee  to  the  ven- 
ders^ which  in  the  discredit  that  lately  that  direction  found  itself 
reduced  to,  persons  refused  to  enter  into  contracts  with  it  without  the 
engagement  or  obligation  of  the  treasurer ;  and  what  better  mode  of 
compromising  the  treasurer  than  that  he  should  make  the  purchases 
which  the  director  could  not  verify  for  want  of  means,  and  because  the 
wants  of  the  nation  were  made  use  of  for  the  more  direct  obligations 
of  the  public  treasury  ?  The  experience  that  the  venders  had  of  this 
fact  induced  them  to  solicit  that  the  purchases  might  be  made  by  the 
treasurer,  well  persuaded  that  their  payments  would  be  better  com- 
plied with,  once  that  they  could  press  or  call  on  him  to  comply  with 
an  obligation  of  his  own  contracting.  Having  proved  that  far  from 
having  usurped  the  attributions  of  the  direction  of  provisions,  that 
I  have  only  obeyed  the  orders  of  your  highness,  communicated  some- 
times through  the  minister  of  finance,  and  at  others  from  yourself 
direct,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  bring  to  your  recollection  the 
many  occasions  in  which  with  the  greatest  vehemence  I  had  the  honor 
of  requesting  you  verbally  to  exempt  me  from  this  charge,  that  was 
revolting  to  my  mind,  and  that  was  a  fertile  source  of  discontents. 
Your  highness  not  only  would  not  admit  this  prayer,  but  the  order  of 
the  16th  of  July,  which  out  of  many  others  I  quote  on  account  of  its 
recent  date,  (No.  12,)  is  the  most  authentic  testimony  of  your  decided 
will  that  I  should  be  the  person  to  furnish  the  articles  that  would 
secure  food  for  the  soldiers. 

But  persevering  in  my  purpose  of  liberating  myself  of  a  commission 
that,  besides  being  delicate  and  painful,  caused  a  continual  warfare 
against  my  opinions  and  good  conduct,  I  had  at  last  the  satisfaction 
that  your  highness  acceded  to  my  repeated  solicitations,  particularly 
in  that  presented  by  me  on  the  24th  of  July,  m  which  I  stated  that 
'^  the  serious  occupations  of  my  office  prevented  me  from  attending  to 
these  details ;  and  on  that  account  I  hoped  that  your  highness  would  be 
pleased  to  exonerate  me  in  future  from  this  commission  and  determine 
that  the  persons  employed  in  the  branch  of  provisions  should  enter 
into  all  the  contracts  that  should  be  required,  as  a  business  belonging 
exclusively  to  them." 

The  anterior  date  of  this  request  to  all  the  representations  of  Meade 
does  it  agree  with  the  crimes  that  he  supposes  to  the  injury  of  private 
individu^s,  and  to  the  notorious  discredit  of  the  government  of  the 
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whole  nation  ?  Can  this  solicitude  be  nnited  with  the  intention  of 
favoring  my  friends,  and  with  the  arrangements  of  my  office  ?  But  if 
those  crimes  arose  principally  from  the  approbation  and  disapprobation 
with  which  I  meddle  in  the  contracts,  what  valae  is  dne  to  the  orders 
of  yonr  highness  of  the  20th  of  February,  6th  of  March,  2Tth  of  May, 
6th,  9th,  16th,  26th,  and  28th  of  June,  Ist,  6th,  19th,  21st,  23d,  24th, 
26th,  and  28th  of  July,  in  which  are  finally  approved  one  by  one  as 
many  contracts  as  I  have  made  by  reiteraied  orders  of  your  highness^ 
as  expressed  in  your  order  of  the  26th  of  June.  The  unsettlement  of 
this  charge,  sustained  with  the  pomp  of  words^  acquires  a  greater 
degree  of  perversity  when,  to  support  it,  scandalous  contracts  are 
shown,  by  an  excess  of  twenty  millions  of  rials,  that  are  depicted  as 
settled,  notwithstanding  that  they  have  been  made  previously,  and  at 
fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  dearer  than  those  that  could  have  been 
i^reed  with  Meade,  to  whom  not  only  was  assistance  denied,  bat  he 
was  excluded  from  being  admitted  to  a  contract.  Meade  cannot  attempt 
to  talk  without  heaping  up  falsehoods,  and  though  the  want  of  experi- 
ence may  in  a  measure  leave  him  apparently  in  the  right ;  or,  with  the 
presumption  on  his  part  of  being  so,  he  is  unfortunate  in  invent- 
ing these  same  falsehoods,  and  has  against  him  another  proof,  mttch 
more  convincing  since  it  is  not  imaginary,  but  positive.  Let  him  boast 
of  the  lowness  of  prices  that  was  never  offered.  Have  they  by  chance 
been  as  beneficial  to  the  public  treasury  as  those  he  has  always  ex- 
acted? The  contract  of  the  16th  of  July  of  1811 — to  whom  was  it  in 
a  great  degree  advantageous  ?  I  have  got  to  a  point  in  which  it  is 
necessary  to  present  the  truth  in  all  its  brilliancy ;  the  decorum  of 

Jour  highness  exacts  it,  and  the  credit  and  majesty  of  the  nation  that 
[eade  slanders  likewise  require  it — enumerating  a  boasting  of  his 
services,  and  depressing  and  lowering  the  punctuality  with  which  his 
contracts  have  been  fulfilled,  and  the  enormous  advantages  that  from 
them  he  has  received.  Let  your  highness  interrogate  the  commerce  of 
this  place,  and  do  not  r^ly  on  the  assertions  of  a  functionary  whom 
Meade  calls  his  enemy.  AH  scandalized  will  tell  your  highness  that 
the  object  of  this  merchant  has  never  been  any  other  than  to  get  into 
his  hands  all  the  fiour  that  arrived  at  this  place  to  make  of  them  a 
traffic^  which  at  the  same  time  that  it  should  be  exclusive  would  oblige 
your  highness  to  submit  to  the  law  that  would  be  imposed  on  you  by 
the  cold  indifference  of  a  mercantile  speculation.  No  means,  no  step, 
no  disposition  has  been  omitted  to  accomplish  this  favorite  object,  and 
if  the  nation  has  not  groaned  under  the  weight  of  so  horrible  a  calcu- 
lation it  is  the  work  of  chance,  not  of  the  inactivity  or  negligence  of 
this  man^  whom  the  national  cause  has  made  so  enthusiastic.  And, 
after  this  Meade's  services,  will  they  still  be  praised  ?  Will  it  be  said 
that  in  the  contracts  he  has  celebrated  with  the  government  he  has 
done  anything  else  beyond  securing  to  himself  gains  impossible  to 
have  been  obtained  with  any  private  individual,  and  even  without  the 
delay  in  the  recovery^  for  which  he  is  so  much  irritated  ?  The  trea- 
sury, who,  to  comply  with  obligations  even  more  sacred,  has  not  been 
able  till  the  present  moment  to  return  the  sums  that  came  registered 
from  South  America  for  private  citissens,  and  which  it  was  obliged  to 
use.     The  government,  who  has  found  itself  obliged  to  tail  in  its  sol- 
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emu  offers  made  to  the  commerce  of  Oadiz  to  restore  their  loans  with* 
out  interest  already  due  ;  oaght  it  to  dedicat4»  to  Meade  the  succors 
that  the  English  emhassador  has  destined  for  the  present  sabsistence 
of  the  armies  when  there  were  no  other  means  to  meet  such  powerful 
necessities?  Nor  were  the  stipulations  with  Meade  infringed  through 
any  fault  of  your  highness.  Not  I,  sir,  but  the  nation  ought  to  resolve 
this  problem^  having  present  that  the  generosity  of  the  Ciongress  has 
granted  an  exception  to  Meade  that  no  other  Spanish  creditor  has  ac- 
quired of  the  many  that  have  sacrificed  themselves  for  the  country, 
and  who  until  now  have  suffered  in  a  resigned  manner  their  indigence, 
knowing  the  impossibility  in  which  the  treasury  finds  itself  of  making 
the  payments  of  numberless  debts  without  neglecting  those  obligations 
of  the  moment  on  which  the  preservation  of  the  country  depends. 

But  it  appertains  to  me  to  disown  solemnly  the  sum  of  twenty  mil- 
lions, to  which  he  pretends  the  contracts  made  by  me  amount  to,  the 
total  of  which  scarcely  amounts  to  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  and  also  to  do  away  the  illusion  to  which  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  those  that  were  contracted  posterior  to  his  may  give  rise  to. 
This  same  reason  which  Meade  cites  as  an  injustice,  or  undue  prefer- 
ence to  your  highness,  is  the  one  which  convinces  me  more  of  his 
malice,  because  it  is  obvious  that  the  treasury  was  not  in  possession  of 
the  bills,  the  only  means  with  which  all  those  paid  on  account  of  the 
last  contracts  have  been  satisfied,  when  his  contracts  were  made. 
This  resource  having  been  procured  since^  Meade  makes  a  violent  com- 
parison and  unhinges  everything,  as  the  different  contracts  have  their 
different  stipulations,  which  ought  to  be  complied  with  unless  the 
good  faith  and  credit  of  the  nation  is  ruined.  The  payment  of  Meade 
was  agreed  on  when  the  moneys  should  arrive  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  was  stipulated  to  satisfy  with 
bills  on  London  the  purchase  of  provisions  which  were  since  made. 
Consequently,  there  being  no  identity  in  the  circumstances  there  can 
be  none  in  the  results.  The  passion  which  carries  Meade  away  has 
blinded  him  so  as  not  to  discern  duch  simple  principles  of  justice,  and 
to  suppose  me  capable  of  committing  scandalous  things  in  the  con- 
tracts made  by  me  by  order  of  your  highness.  No  one  is  better  ac- 
quainted than  himself,  notwithstanding  the  formalities  that  are  insep- 
erable  to  all  the  operations  of  tlie  general  treasury.  And  with  respect 
to  the  excesses  that,  without  particularizing,  he  announces  in  the  con- 
tracts, I  appeal  to  your  highness's  judgment,  to  the  current  prices  at 
the  different  epochs  in  which  they  may  have  been  made,  and  to  the 
conviction  of  Meade  himself.  With  respect  to  the  want  of  interven- 
tion, and  to  the  crimes  that  he  infers  from  this  conduct,  it  is  sufficient 
that  your  highness  should  deign  to  order  that,  as  the  original  stipu- 
lations exist  in  the  secretary  of  finance's  office,  they  should  be  re-ex- 
amined to  ascertain  whether  the  approbation  which  my  contracts  have 
always  received  devolved  or  not  on  the  security  of  not  being  able  to 
find  a  better  method,  and  on  the  fullest  satisfaction  of  my  fidelity  and 
disinterestedness.  To  convince  Meade  how  pure  this  has  been,  and  to 
give  your  highness  a  new  proof  that  this  merchant  has  not  always 
been  as  generous  as  he  calls  himself,  and  to  convince  the  public  of  the 
want  of  truth  with  which  he  complains,  and  will  appeal  to  Mr.  John 
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White,  a  persoQ  well  known  for  his  honesty  in  this  city.  Commis- 
sioned by  Meade  he  presented  me  a  note  of  provisions,  of  which  I 
offered  to  take  in  the  name  of  yonr  highness  four  thousand  barrels  of 
flour,  paying  for  each  one  at  the  price  of  20^^  hard  dollars,  and  deliv- 
ering for  their  value  bills  on  London  at  six  months'  sight,  and  ex- 
change of  49  ;  on  which  conditions  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Wardropp 
offered  them,  to  whom  he  should  be  preferred.  At  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours  White  returned  to  mform  me  that  this  proposed  did 
^  not  suit  him.  This  fact,  which,  without  further  explanation,  contra- 
dicts the  assertion  of  not  being  attended  to  in  the  late  purchases  of 
provisions,  affords  two  documents  to  decipher  the  character  of  Meade's 
representations.  In  that  of  the  2d  of  August  he  affirms  that  I  have 
bought  flour  at  a  higher  price  than  I  might  have  procured  it  from 
him ;  but  if  it  is  known  to  your  highness  that  the  highest  price  per 
barrel  that  has  been  bought  during  the  year  has  not  exceeded  20^  hard 
dollars  ;  and  if  this  same  price  is  what  Meade  despises  where  was  the 
great  cheapness  of  his  flour  ?  Where  are  my  scandalous  contracts  ? 
Of  this  kind  are  Meade's  observations,  all  doubtful  and  distorted 
when  they  are  not  defamatory  and  malicious.  I  care  but  little  for  his 
epithet  of  inept  with  which  he  treats  me,  and  to  the  comparison  that 
he  wishes  to  make  between  my  manner  of  fulfilling  obligations  and 
that  of  my  worthy  predooessors.  Whatever  may  be  my  merits  on  this 
score,  if  your  highness  is  satisfied  with  my  services,  I  shall  tranquilly 
despise  not  only  this  vent  of  his  passion  but  the  impertinent  judgment 
of  a  man  who  not  even  in  the  serenity  of  reason  holds  in  his  power  the 
criterion  by  which  the  actions  and  efforts  of  the  public  lunctionaries 
ought  td  be  appreciated. 

But  Meade,  in  the  tumult  of  his  imagination,  has  thought  everything 
allowable  ;  and  when  his  caustic  censure  has  not  taken  into  consider- 
ation the  most  regulated  operations  of  your  highness,  how  can  it 
appear  strange  that  he  should  offend  many  of  the  ministers  and  pre- 
sent me  as  the  principal  person  charged  with  the  direction  of  the 
operations  of  the  finance  department.  He  first  presents  me  to  your 
highness  as  a  hypocrite  or  intriguer  who  had  had  the  taleni  to  blind 
the  government^  making  U  believe  that  with  my  private  credit  I  had 

rrformed  important  aervicea.  My  political  life  is  the  only  thing  that 
oppose  to  so  black  a  thought ;  and  though  I  have  never  trumpeted 
my  services,  it  is  now  indispensable  that  I  should  overcome  the  bashfol- 
ness  that  so  injurious  a  calumny  costs  me.  Many  days  had  not  elapsed 
after  the  happy  installation  of  your  highness  when  a  commercial  house 
of  this  place  proposed  to  your  highness  to  furnish  provisions  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  and  a  h^lf  of  hard  dollars,  provided  I  would  be- 
come responsible  for  its  payinent  as  a  mere  private  individual.  Yonr 
highness  who  heard  this  proposal,  and  also  heard  my  answer,  may 
inter,  without  any  other  proofs,  whether  I  merit  the  odious  name  with 
which  I  am  taxed,  and  if  I  ever  had  the  fatal  talent  that  is  attributed 
to  me  and  which  is  intended  to  cover  me  with  execration  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  nation.  Having  dedicated  myself  to  its  happiness^  not 
through  any  sordid  views  of  interest,  but  from  love  of  duty,  I  shall 
abstain  from  bringing  to  your  highness's  mind  all  the  series  of  my 
conduct  in  the  fulfillment  of  an  employment  in  which  the  disagreeables 
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keep  an  exact  proportion  with  enmities.  I  have  laid  before  yonr  hiffh- 
ness  all  the  proceedings  and  circumstances  of  Mr.  Bichard  Meade's 
claim,  and  the  little  or  no  foundation  that  he  has  had  to  give  the  nation 
so  scandalous  and  afflicting  a  day.  Men  from  all  parts  of  the  world  will 
not  see  without  astonishment  an  exposition  which,  from  its  manner  and 
accusation  ouffht  to  have  been  founded  on  the  strictest  rules  of  justice 
and  of  truth,  is  but  a  web  of  untruths  and  exaggerations,  because  his 
claim  neither  amounts  to  15  millions  nor  has  your  highness  been 
wanting  in  the  stipulations  made.  Even  of  the  6,896,168  rials  and . 
24  maravedis  of  vellon,  which  is  the  result  of  what  the  nation  owes,  ^ 
Meade  can  only  be  called  a  creditor  for  1,056,168  rials,  in  consequence 
of  his  liquidated  claims,  as  the  other  5,840,000  rials  are  morally  sat- 
isfied with  the  three  bills  given  to  him^  which  however  have  not  been  paid 
on  account  of  the  circumstance  on  which  their  fulfiUment  is  fnunded. 
Tour  highness  cannot  be  responsible  for  events  the  accomplishment 
of  which  are  not  in  your  power,  and  if  your  highness  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  cause  the  ship  Standard  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  brig 
Correo  Cazador  to  bring  moneys  properly  belonging  to  the  treasury, 
on  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  hopes  and  the  promises  with  which  different 
expectations  had  been  made^  neither  could  your  highness  be  answer- 
able for  the  unfortunate  termination  which  the  steps  practiced  so 
efficaciously  with  the  embassador  of  England  produced.  And  since 
your  highness  has  not  ddiberatdy  failed  in  your  engagements  with 
Meade,  his  ruin,  if  it  should  take  place,  is  the  effect  of  those  contin- 
gencies which  heretofore  have  been  prosperous  to  his  fortune,  and  may 
sometimes  be  adverse  through  imperious  circumstances,  and  also 
through  errors  of  calculation,  to  which  every  man  of  business  is  subject. 
In  relation  to  myself,  I  may  be  justified  in  the  rectitude  of  your 
highness,  but  my  honor,  as  so  public  a  functionary  and  as  a  citizen  so 
well  known,  is  greatly  tarnished  with  so  foul  a  stain.  The  rights 
which  your  highness  owe  to  justice,  those  which  I  have  to  defend,  my 
management,  my  imputation,  and  my  innocence,  those  which  are  vested 
in  the  august  Congress,  and  in  the  whole  nation  to  examine  my  con* 
duct  and  demand  an  account  of  my  operations,  all  require  that  your 
highness  should  order  that  Mr.  B.  Meade  should  formally  accuse  me 
before  a  competent  tribunal  and  be  obliged  to  prove  the  calumnies 
which  his  publication  contains  against  me.  The  honor  of  the  Spanish 
nation  is  interested  in  this  cause,  to  prove  to  the  world  that  neither 
the  rank  of  the  officer,  nor  the  distance  between  him  and  a  contractor 
can  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  laws,  nor  close  the  doors  of  the  tribunals 
to  reason  and  justice,  as  insolently  this  foreigner  has  dared  to  say. 
Yes,  serene  sir,  if  the  services  which  at  all  times  I  have  done  to  my 
country,  if  these  services  which  my  lips  have  never  uttered  to  solicit 
a  reward,  are  acceptable  to  your  highness  and  the  nation,  if  they  merit 
any  distinction  or  estimation,  let  your  highness  deign  to  remunerate 
them  by  condescending  with  this  humble  prayer.  Your  highness  being 
encharged  with  the  high  office  of  seeing  the  laws  put  in  force,  it  is 
your  duty  to  comply  with  the  most  august  of  its  functions,  which  is  to 
protect  the  good  from  the  assaults  of  the  evil  disposed  and  to  chastise 
the  criminal  or  perverse.  Let  it  be  done  in  order  to  procure  me  the 
means  of  wiping  away  this  stain  from  that  honor  which  finds  itself 
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for  the  first  time  outraged,  and  outraged  with  the  greatest  atrocity 
and  vileness. 

Serene  sir, 

VICTOR  SORET. 
Cadiz^  September  9,  1812. 


4  No.  1. 

Cadiz,  MarcE  3,  1812. 

Mr.  Biohard  M6ade  having  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract  which 
he  celebrated  on  the  2l8t  of  January  last,  with  the  late  council  of 
regency,  for  twelve  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  and  one  of  the  con- 
ditions being  that  ils^amount  should  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  seventeen 
dollars  the  barrel,  the  half  out  of  the  first  and  the  other  half  out  of 
the  second  moneys  that  should  arrive  from  America,  the  regency  of 
the  kingdom  has  been  pleased  to  order  that  I  should  notify  you  of  it, 
in  order  that  the  stipulation  of  what  the  government  has  contracted 
should  be  complied  with,  communicating  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  for  when  the  funds  should 
arrive.     May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

ANTONIO  RANZ  ROMANILLOS. 

The  Treasubkb  General  in  office. 


No.  2. 

Cadiz,  FAmary  2T,  1812. 

I  communicate,  under  this  date,  to  Mr.  Miguel  Lobo  and  to  Mr. 
Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Rio,  the  following : 

The  regency  of  the  kingdom  has  seen  the  conditions  and  prices  with 
which  Mr.  Richard  Meade  offers  to  supply  various  articles  of  subsist- 
ence for  our  troops,  and  your  opinion  with  respect  to  this  important 
agreement.  In  consequence  it  has  been  pleased  to  determine  that  it 
should  be  realized  by  you  and  the  treasurer  general,  Mr.  Victor  Loret^ 
endeavoring  to  acquire,  if  possible,  greater  advantages  in  favor  of  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  and  endeavoring  to  procure  the  reciprocal 
liberty  of  continuing  said  agreement  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of 
hard  dollars.  It  is  also  the  wish  of  their  highness  that,  through  yoQ 
and  the  before-mentioned  treasurer  general,  the  distribution  of  these 
articles  should  be  made,  and  of  those  before  contracted  for,  with  the 
understanding  that  for  the  present  six  thousand  barrels  of  flour  should 
be  sent  to  Catalonia  and  three  thousand  to  Oporto,  with  the  corres- 
ponding quantities  of  the  other  articles.  I  send  this  to  you  for  your 
information  and  compliance  with  what  corresponds  to  you.  G^  pre- 
serve you  many  years. 

ANTONIO  RANZ  ROMANILLOS. 

The  Treasurer  General,  M.  Yiotor  Sorbt. 
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No.  3. 


Cadiz,  May  10,  1812. 

I  commanicate  to  Mr.  Bicbard  Meade,  under  this  date,  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  answer  to  your  paper  of  the  29th  of  April  last,  and  reiteration 
of  it  on  the  Ist  and  5tn  of  this  month,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  has 
resolved  that  I  should  inform  you  that,  although  ^is  t^e  that  yo^ 
ought  to  be  paid  the  sum  you  ask  from  the  first  moneys  that  shoulJr 
arrive  from  New  Spain  or  from  Peru,  it  cannot  be  accomplished  with 
the  sum  of  30,131  hard  dollars  that  was  brought  by  the  ship  Standard, 
nor  with  the  duties  proceeding  from  the  effects  or  ready  ihoney  thckt 
she  brought,  it  not  being  of  thai  class,  nor  with  the  250,000  hard  dollars 
registercMl  in  the  name  of  the  National  Bank  of  San  Carlos,  it  being 
a  private  corporation  to  which  they  belong,  and  not  to  the  royal 
finance.  It  is,  notwithstanding,  the  will  of  his  highness  that  in  con- 
sequence of  your  particular  services  in  the  present  hard  times,  and  to 
your  large  disbursements,  that  you  should  be'  attended  to  whenever 
there  is  an  opportunity  ;  a  copy  of  which  order  I  send  to  you  by  order 
of  his  highness,  for  your  information  and  government  in  the  part  that 
corresponds  to  you. 

JOSE  VASQUEZ  FIGUEROA. 

The  Treasurer  General  tn  office. 


No.  4. 

Cadiz,  June  3,  1812. 

I  communicate  to  Mr.  Bichard  Meade,  under  this  date,  the  follow- 
ing :  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  is  disposed  to  satisfy  you  according 
to  the  agreement  made,  with  the  moneys  that  should  arrive  fi'om 
America,  proceeding  from  the  national  rents  in  those  dominions — 'the 
two  millions  and  forty  thousand  rials  for  the  amount  of  the  flour  you 
facilitated  for  the  succor  of  the  cities  of  Alicante  and  Carthagena ; 
but  they  do  not  think  themselves  obliged  to  effect  it  with  the  moneys 
brought  firom  the  Havana  by  the  brig  Correo  Cazador,  they  not  pro- 
ceeding from  that  source,  but  belonging  to  different  corporations  who 
have  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  with  the  object 
of  succoring  them  in  their  great  and  peremptory  obligations.  A  copy 
of  whi^  I  send  your  excellency  by  order  of  his  highness,  for  your 
information.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSfi  VASQUEZ  FIGUEBOA. 
The  Treasurer  General  in  office. 
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No.  6. 


Cadiz,  Augtut  16,  1812. 

The  regency  of  the  kingdom  hare  determined  that  your  exoellencr 
should  place  at  the  diflposal  of  the  director  encharged  with  the  (general 
direction  of  proviflions  the  two  millions  of  rials  of  rellon  in  hills  that 
your  excellency  will  have  regularly  received  from  the  commissioners 
,  of  the  municipality y  ianta  and  oonsnlado  of  this  place,  on  account  of 
Hhe  senrioes  decreed  oy  the  cortes  that  the  city  of  Cadiz  is  to  make. 
Which,  hy  order  of  his  highness,  I  communicate  to  your  excellency  for 
your  punctual  compliance  therewith.  Otod  preserve  your  excellency 
many  years. 

J0S6  VASQUEZ  FIQUEROA. 
The  Trxasukbr  Gsneral  in  office. 


No.  7. 

Cadiz,  August  20,  1812. 

Mr.  Bichard  Meade  solicits  that  in  order  to  meet  the  engagements 
that  he  has  contracted  in  this  place,  and  not  be  obliged  to  present 
himself  in  its  consulado  in  public  failure,  that  he  should  be  succored 
with  one  hundred  thousand  nard  dollars,  either  in  bills  of  the  English 
gOYernment,  upon  London,  or  in  an  equal  order  on  the  municipality 
of  this  city,  ont  of  the  ten  millions  that  is  to  be  received  from  it ;  and 
in  order  that  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  may  examine  whether  it  is 
possible  to  attend  to  this  demand  in  the  manner  in  which  the  cortee 
express  themselves  under  date  of  yesterday,  and  of  which  I  informed 
your  excellency  to-day,  it  has  been  pleased  to  determine  that  your 
excellency  should  make  a  detailed  relation  of  the  urgent  objects  in 
which  all  or  the  greater  part  of  the  said  ten  millions  are  to  be  em- 
ployed. Of  which  1  inform  your  excellency  for  your  government  and 
compliance.     God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

JOSfi  VASQUEZ  FIGUEROA. 

The  Treasurer  General  in  office. 


No.  8. 

Cadiz,  Augu^  21,  1812. 

Your  excellency  communicates  to  me,  under  date  of  the  20th  of  the 
present  month,  two  orders  of  the  regency ;  in  the  one  you  send  me  a 
copy  of  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  the  secretaries  of  the  extraordinary 
and  general  cortes,  in  which  they  participate  to  you  the  determina- 
tion of  the  same  given  to  two  representations  of  Mr.  Bichard  Meade 
relative  to  the  recoveiy  of  the  claims  that  he  has  against  the  general 
treasury,  proceeding  from  contracts  of  provisions  for  the  consumption 
of  the  armies,  and  for  which  three  bills  were  drawn  to  him,  to  be  paid 
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from  the  first  and  second  moneys  that  should  come  from  America,  one 
for  the  amount  of  88,000  hard  dollars,  and  the  other  two  for  the  sum 
of  2040  $  rials  of  yellon  each.  His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to 
command  that  with  respect  to  the  three  bills  Meade  claims  payment 
of,  should  be  altered  by  giving  him  three  millions  of  rials  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  royal  duties  which  may  fall  due  in  this  custom-house 
on  the  moneys  of  gold  and  silver,  belonging  to  private  individuals, 
that  should  arrive  in  the  first  vessels  from  America,  without  prejudice 
to  the  fulfillment  of  the  literal  tenor  of  his  contracts  in  every  other 
respect ;  and  that,  for  the  great  interest  that  the  nation  has  in  pre- 
serving the  credit  of  the  cortes  and  government,  this  letter  should 
make  every  possible  effort  in  order  to  prevent  Meade  from  being 
obliged  to  present  himself  in  bankruptcy,  and  by  which  measure  occa* 
sion  would  be  given  to  lessen  the  idea  of  Spanish  honor.  And  your 
excellency  informs  me  that,  adapting  those  means  I  should  think 
opportune,  I  should  endeavor  to  carry  into  effect  what  his  Majesty  has 
ordered  in  the  part  that  corresponds  to  me.  In  the  second  order  your 
excellency  informs  me  that  Mr.  Richard  Meade  solicits  that,  to  be  able 
to  meet  the  engagements  he  has  contracted  in  this  city,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  present  himself  in  bankruptcy,  that  he  requires  to  be  aided 
with  100,000  hard  dollars,  either  in  bills  of  the  English  government 
upon  London,  or  an  order  for  an  equal  sum  on  the  municipality  of 
this  place,  on  account  of  the  ten  millions  that  is  to  be  received  from 
it ;  and  in  order  that  the  regency  may  examine  if  this  demand  can  be 
attended  to  according  to  the  idea  the  cortes  express  in  the  anterior 
decree,  you  have  been  pleased  to  order  that  I  should  give  a  detailed 
account  of  the  urgent  objects  to  which  the  whole  or  part  of  the  ten 
millions  are  to  be  applied.  With  respect  to  Meade's  pretensions,  it 
is  requisite  to  hold  m  mind  that  the  state  of  his  affairs  proceeds  from 
errors  of  calculation  to  which  all  persons  are  liable,  or  from  want  of 
foresight  in  his  speculations.  Meade  made  his  contracts  with  the 
stipulation  of  their  being  paid  with  the  funds  from  America,  under 
the  idea  that  these  would  shortly  arrive.  It  did  not  so  happen, 
through  occurrences  well  known,  and  in  which  no  blame  can  be 
attached  to  the  government,  and  from  this  originates  his  exaggerated 
account  of  his  advances  and  the  state  of  his  affairs.  With  better 
success,  he  made  his  contract  of  the  16th  of  July,  1811,  at  prices  noto- 
riously high  with  respect  to  the  current  prices  of  the  city,  at  that 
moment  to  be  paid  with  the  moneys  brought  by  the  ship  Mino.  It 
was  approved  of  on  th&19th  of  the  same  month,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  next  day  the  said  ship  arrived ;  from  which  resulted  that  he  imme- 
diately received  six  millions  of  rials ;  and  that,  had  the  government 
retarded  their  approbation  of  said  contract  two  days  longer,  it  is  to  be 
supposed  they  would  have  obtained  the  provisions  with  other  advan- 
tages. This  proves  that  the  injuries  of  Meade  are  not  caused  for  want 
of  honor  in  the  government  in  not  complying  with  their  agreements, 
but  from  the  mistaken  calculation  or  idea  of  the  contractor.  This 
principle  allowed,  the  cited  determinations  of  succoring  Meade,  either 
in  the  manner  accorded  by  the  cortes  or  through  the  means  your 
highness  should  be  pleased  to  adopt  in  relation  to  his  solicitations,  it 
ought  to  be  considered  as  an  anticipation  or  amelioration,  in  consid- 
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eration  of  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  not  as  an  obligation  of  the  con- 
tract. But  this  disposition  does  not  appear  compatible,  or  that  it  can 
he  carried  into  effect  in  consequence  of  the  exigence  of  the  finance 
department  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  sustaining  obligations  of 
greater  urgency.  The  payment  of  100,000  hard  dollars  that  he  asks 
in  bills  of  the  English  government  oa  London  is  clear  cannot  be 
verified,  they  not  choosing  to  lend  themselves  to  the  delivery,  because 
in  the  general  treasury  said  bills  do  not  at  present  exist ;  those  which 
were  in  it  having  been  destined  to  the  payment  of  other  provisions. 
Nor  can  it  be  effected  by  drawing  said  sum  on  the  municipality  of  this 
city,  on  account  of  the  ten  millions  for  the  service  decreed  by  the 
oortes.  Two  millions  of  them  are  already  delivered  to  the  directory 
of  provisions  by  order  of  your  highness  ;  of  the  eight  millions  that 
remain,  sums  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  note  are  required  with  urgency. 
These  amount  to  10,306,300  rials  of  vellon,  and,  of  course,  exceed  in 
2,306,300  rials  of  vellon  of  what  we  ought  to  receive,  without  taking 
in  consideration  the  salaries  due  to  the  civil  officers,  which  are  so 
much  behind  hand.  As  your  excellency  is  well  aware,  the  fortaless 
of  Ceuta,  galleys,  &o.,  require  to  be  supplied,  whose  demands,  worthy 
of  every  consideration,  will  have  to  be  covered  with  the  new  means 
which  it  seems  indispensable  to  adopt,  as  the  rents  and  ordinary  con- 
tributions are  so  small  that  they  hardly  reach  for  the  present  neces- 
sary pay  of  the  armies,  navy,  gun-boats,  and  others,  which  will  not 
allow  of  the  least  delay.  Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  make  it 
known  to  the  regency  that  they  may  determine  what  they  think  proper. 
Ood  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 
His  Excellency  the  Sbgbbiart  op  Despatch  and  Finance. 


No.  9. 

Cadiz,  August  22,  1812. 

Under  date  of  the  20th  of  the  present  month  of  August,  the  director 
ad       m  of  the  despatch  of  finance  says  to  me  as  follows : 

^^  By  decree  of  the  general  and  extraordinary  cortes  of  the  kingdom 
I  inform  the  treasurer  general,  under  this  date,  that  he  should  make 
every  possible  efibrt  to  furnish  you  some  sucoor,  on  account  of  the 
claims  you  have  against  the  royal  treasury  in  consequence  of  the  con^ 
tracts  made  with  it,  in  order  to  avoid  your  failure,  and  that  the  opin- 
ion of  Spanish  honor,  so  necessary  in  the  present  critical  circumstances, 
should  not  be  lessened."  Before  receiving  this  decree  of  his  Majesty 
I  had  informed  your  highness  that  if  you  did  not  succor  me  at  once 
with  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  hard  dollars,  either  in  cash  or 
in  bills  on  London  of  the  English  government  or  an  order  on  the  mu- 
nicipality of  this  city,  that  my  public  failure  would  be  certain.  Your 
excellency  is  as  well  aware  as  any  body  else  how  delicate  the  credit  of 
a  man  of  business  is.  Your  excellency  is  aware  how  much  my  credit 
and  opinion  have  suffered  within  these  few  days,  when  my  situation 
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with  respect  to  the  goyernment  has  prevented  the  falfiUment  of  my 
most  racred  obligations.  After  the  resolution  of  his  Majesty  it  is  for 
yonr  excellency  more  than  any  other  person  to  see  that  his  intentions 
are  complied  with.  The  will  of  bis  Majesty  is  known,  as  well  as  the 
desire  of  his  highness,  that  the  contracts  made  in  the  name  of  the 
government  should  literally  be  complied,  making  for  this  purpose 
every  possible  effort  so  as  to  cover  the  national  honor  which  the  gov- 
ernment takes  so  much  to  heart.  I  wish  that  your  excellency  would 
have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  what  are  the  efforts  that  your  excel- 
lency can  make  so  as  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  may  be  complied 
with,  under  the  perfect  condition  that  the  ruin  which  menaces  me  can 
only  be  avoided  by  giving  me  immediately  the  sum  mentioned  above 
from  any  of  the  three  measures  that  I  there  propose.  I  expect  from  your 
excellency  the  favor  of  a  prompt  answer  for  my  government.  God 
preserve  your  excellency  for  many  years. 

KIOHARD  MEADE. 
The  Treasurer  General  in  office. 


No.  10. 

Cadiz,  Atigust  23,  1812. 

I  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  transcribe  to  the 
order  dated  20th  inst.,  which  the  Secretary  pro  tern,  of  the  despatch  of 
finance  sent  to  you — reduced  to  informing  you  that,  by  a  decree  of  the 
general  and  extraordinary  cortes  of  the  kingdom,  I  was  directed  to 
makojcvery  possible  effort  to  giire  you  some  money  on  account  of  the 
claims  that  by  your  contracts  you  bold  against  the  royal  finance.  To 
carry  this  decree  into  effect  and  agree  on  what  is  most  proper,  taking 
the  situation  of  the  treasury  into  consideration,  together  with  your 
new  solicitation  to  which  you  refer  me  in  your  note,  that  out  of  the 
means  pointed  out  you  should  be  relieved  with  one  hundred  thousand 
hard  dollars,  his  highness  ordered  me  to  make  a  report  to  him  on  the 
subject,  which  I  have  done,  and  consequently  said  determination  de- 
pends on  the  pleasure  of  his  highness  ;  which  is  all  I  can  answer  you 
in  reply  to  your  mentioned  paper.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 

Mr.  Richard  Mbadb. 


No.  11. 

Moneys  owing  under  my  responsibility ^  and  whose  payment^  in  conse" 

quence  of  their  time  being  outy  is  urgent. 

BiaLs  of  vellon. 

To  Mr.  James  McCann,  the  remainder  of  the  contracts 

of  provisions 740,000 

To  the  same  for  672A  barrels  of  flour,  at  19  hard  dollars  262,280 

To  Mr.  James  Wardropp,  balance  of  400  barrels  of  flour  216,480  { 
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Rials  of  Telloii. 

To  Mr.  Ignacio  Gasal^for  376  barrels  of  pork  at  |24^...  189,551 

To  the  samey  for  230  of  the  same  beef,  at  16}  hard  dol- 
lars   80,189 

For  a  loan  in  specie 420,800 

For  the  supplies  made  in  Abrantes  by  Mr.  Anthony  Pi- 
cardo  for  the  carriage  of  provisions  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo  175,000 

By  royal  order  of  the  16th  of  his  highness,  I  was  ordered 
to  remit  to  Mr.  Manuel  Jose  Alonzo  Marban,  ri  Lis- 
bon, for  the  payment  of  a  contract  of  provisions  for 
Badajos 440,000 

By  another  of  the  20th  instant,  it  is  ordered  to  be  immedi- 
ately given  to  the  gan-boats  a  fifteenth  that  is  owing 
on  account  of  11  months 1,400,000 

By  a  contract  celebrated  by  the  directory  of  provisions 
with  Mr.  Anthony  Picardo,  of  2,500  barrels  of  flour, 
to  be  paid  in  effective  money,  which  amounts,  more  or 
less,  to 1,050,000 

To  the  same  provisions  a  complement  of  4,000,000  of 
rials,  which  oj  a  close  calculation  they  will  want  for 
a  month,  deducting  the  former  part 2,950,000 

Besides,  I  have  accepted  the  amount  of  2,400  rials  of  vel- 
lon  in  bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Manuel  Gandasegui,  of 
London,  for  30,000  pounds  sterling  that  he  lent  the 
government  in  the  month  of  February  of  this  year, 
and  are  due  in  the  approaching  month  of  October, 
and  which  it  is  necessary  to  pay  at  once  to  avoid  any 
want  of  confidence  in  the  government 2,400,000 

10,306,300 


Therefore  destining  to  the  payment  of  said  preferable  claims  the 
8,000,000  of  rials  that  the  municipality  still  has  to  deliver  the 
10,000,000  of  rials  decreed  by  the  cortes,  there  are  still  wanting  to 
complete  it  2,306,300  rials  of  vellon.  With  the  small  entrance  of 
rents  and  other  combinations  adopted  up  to  the  present  day,  it  is  not 
possible  to  attend  to  said  payment  and  to  the  other  peremptory  obli- 
gations of  the  army,  navy,  and  militia  forces,  leaving  many  others 
worthy  of  recommendation  and  of  the  greatest  consideration  unat- 
tended to.  SORET. 

Cadiz,  Augtist  21,  1812. 


No.  12. 

Cadiz,  July  16,  1812. 

The  directory  general  of  provisions  state,  under  this  date,  the  ne- 
cessity in  which  it  has  found  itself  to  ask  the  loan  of  some  barrels  of 
flour  in  this  city  and  the  island  of  Leon,  because  in  both  places  the 
article  had  been  entirely  consumed.  It  also  informs  that,  although 
your  excellency  has  procured  six  hundred  barrels,  as  out  of  them  they 
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are  immediately  to  delirer  those  tbey  had  borrowed,  very  few  are  left 
them  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops,  and  they  fear  the  want  of 
them  will  produce  irreparable  evils  ;  and  to  avoid  them  the  regency 
of  the  kingdom  expects  from  the  activity  and  knowledge  of  your  excel- 
lency that  you  will  endeavor  to  attend  to  this  urgency  with  the  speed 
its  importance  requires,  procuring  this  and  the  other  articles  of  con- 
samption,  so  that  the  necessary  food  of  the  soldiery  may  not  be  want- 
ing.    God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

JOSE  VASQUEZ  FIGUEROA. 
The  Trbasurbr  General. 

Note. 

To  give  a  new  proof  of  the  falsehood  with  which  Mr.  Richard  Meade 
affirms  that  the  steps  taken  with  the  embassador  of  England  was  re- 
duced to  a  simple  note  without  either  explanation  or  recommendation, 
I  will  copy  here  the  article  that  Mr.  Ignacio  Pezuela,  secretary  pro 
tern,  of  the  office  of  state,  communicated  to  the  compiler  general,  and 
was  inserted  by  him  in  his  No.  466,  of  the  12th  of  September.  ''Sir : 
reading  the  paper  which,  with  the  title  of  Scandalous  Ruin,  &c.,  Mr. 
Richard  Meade  gives  to  the  public,  I  have  noticed  some  things  which 
I  ought  not  to  let  pass  silently,  because  they  bring  in  question  acts  of 
the  ministry  during  my  pro  tern,  employment."  In  his  representa- 
tion of  the  2d  of  August  last,  directed  to  the  national  congress,  Meade 
says  (pages  41,  42,  and  43,)  the  efforte  that  I  had  made  through  the 
ministry  of  finance  with  H.  B.  M's.  embassador,  in  order  that  the 
consul^  Mr.  James  Duff,  should  receive  in  payment  of  what  Meade 
owed  him  the  three  bills  that  he  had  in  his  possession  of  the  Spanish 
government,  and  that  after  repeated  solicitations  he  obtained  a  note 
should  be  passed  to  the  embassador  ;  but,  that  as  the  minister  of  state 
was  totally  ignorant  of  the  proceedings  he  passed  a  note,  so  dry  and 
with  so  little  explanation  or  recommendation  that  it  was  denied.  The 
note  contained  a  clear  explanation  and  very  honorable  to  Meade,  and 
the  most  proper  that  the  recommendation  which  depended  on  it  should 
have  effect.  That  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Richard  Meade  during 
the  war,  and  his  great'  disbursements  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  con- 
tracts of  provisions  formed  with  the  royal  finance,  entitled  him  to  the 
consideration  of  the  government,  and  for  that  reason  the  regency  of 
the  kingdom  had  commanded  me  to  recommend  to  his  excellency  the 
embassador  his  solicitation  that  the  consul  of  H.  B.  M.  should  receive 
in  payment  of  his  debt  the  bills  that  the  treasurer  general  had  given 
Meade  ;  such  were  the  expressions  of  the  note.  Meade  says  afterwards 
that  he  solicited  anew  ;  that  he  informed  me  of  everything,  and  that 
I  answered  him  saying  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  finance  depart* 
ment  should  pass  me  another  note  repeating  the  solicitation  ;  but  he 
does  not  mention  that  in  effect  he  sent  it  me  under  date  of  the  4th  of 
August,  and  so  expressive  that,  after  encharging  me  to  beg  the  em- 
bassador anew  to  admit  Meade's  solicitation,  it  added,  ''it  is  necessary 
to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  the  consideration  which  Meade  merits 
from  the  government  require  it  for  his  signal  services  in  the  epocha  of 
oor  revolution."   I  thus  communicated  it  in  my  new  note  to  the  embas- 
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sador^  sajring  that  great  evils  might  arise  to  the  interests  of  the  state 
from  its  not  being  acceded  to ;  nor  did  I  content  myself  with  these 
notes  ;  I  went  in  person  to  see  his  excellency,  I  spoke  and  pressed  him 
with  all  the  efficacy  in  my  power,  and  he  answered  me,  giving  a  great 
many  reasons  why  he  regretted  not  being  able  to  accede  to  the  de- 
mand, and  the  same  has  he  repeated  to  me  lately  in  writing,  author- 
izing me  to  publish  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  regency  for  the  reasons  he  alleges. 

IGNACIO  DE  LA  PEZUELA. 
Cadiz,  September  10,  1812. 

P.  S.  So  that  nothing  respecting  this  subject  with  me  should  be  un- 
known I  ought  to  say  that  several  persons,  among  them  Mr.  Figueroa, 
then  minister  of  finance,  and  especially  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Victor 
Soret,  spoke  to  me  very  earnestly  that  I  should  make  the  greatest 
efibrts  with  the  embassador. 

City  op  Philadelphia. 

On  the  7th  of  Mav,  1824,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  John  Leamy, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  in  this  city,  who  being  duly 
sworn  declares  and  says,  that  the  annexed  book  or  pamphlet,  printed 
in  the  Spanish  language  entitled  *  *  Representacion  delTesorero  Gene- 
ral en  exorcicio  Don  Victor  Soret  a  la  Begencia  de  las  Espanas  en 
contestacion  al  mauifieste  de  Don  Uicardo  Meade,"  and  of  which  a 
translation  is  annexed^  is  the  very  identical  pamphlet  received  by  me 
from  Richard  W.  Meade,  in  the  year  1812  ;  that  it  has  been  in  my 
possession  from  that  period  till  the  present,  when  I  have  at  the  re- 
quest of  said  Meade  returned  it  to  him,  and  subscribed  this  deposi- 
tion. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  May,  1824. 

WILLIAM  MILNOR, 

Alderman. 

« 

Crrv  OP  Philadelphia,  sa : 

On  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  Felix  Merino,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  professor  of  the  Spanish  language  at  the  university 
of  Pennsylvania,  established  in  this  city,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
clares and  says  that  the  foregoing  is  a  literal  translation  of  the 
annexed  printed  book  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled  ^^Rcpresenta- 
cion  del  Tesorero  General  en  exercicio  Don  Victor  Soret,  &  la  Regen- 
cia  de  las  Espafias  en  contestacion  al  manifiesta  de  Don  Ricardo 
Meade." 

FELIX  MERINO. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JAMES  BARKER,  Alderman. 
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No.lIL— *<G." 

Contestation  de  Don  Ricardo  Meade  d  las  exposiciones  impresas  y  pub* 
licadae  por  el  ex-ministro  de  Hacienda  D.  Jose  Vazquez  Figueroay  y 
el  tesorero  general  en  exerddo  D.  Victor  Soret. 

AL  PUBLICO. 

Tu  sabes  que  la  verdad  a  nadie  injuria  ni  ofende  aino  d  los  que  quieren 

encubrir  las  injusticias. 

El  medio  de  eonooer  la  verdad  no  puede  ser  otro  qne  la  libertad  de 
annnciarla.  Baxo  estos  sapuestos  indudables  para  todos  los  que  no 
ten^an  una  logica  ministerial,  desde  la  prision  en  que  me  ha  puesto  la 
arbitrariedad,  7  no  la  lej,  7  en  donde  con  poca  generosidad  aun  me 
persigne  la  safia  implacable  de  los  defensores  de  aquella,  tratarg  de 
exponerte  los  hechos  7  razones,  que  manifestar&n  hasta  la  evidencia  la 
certeza  de  cuanto  tengo  ezpuesto  en  mis  quejas  anteriores  contra  el 
GobiemOy  7  los  sofismas  de  la  nueva  exposicion  del  ex-secretario  de 
Hacinnda  D.  Jos6  Vazquez  Figueroa,  publicada,  6  para  cubrirse  a  ni 
mismo  7  &  los  funcionarios  que  ban  fntervenido  en  este  particular,  6 
con  el  objeto  de  que  se  te  despoje  de  un  derecho,  que  7a  has  recobrado 

6  beneficio  de  la  Constitucion,  del  cual  debes  ser  mu7  celoso  ;  pues  de 
el  solo  pende  tu  libertad  civil,  7  en  CU70  uso  se  te  ha  pueeto  para  oon- 
tener  el  despotismo  de  los  que  te  gobiernan,  como  terminantemente  se 
dice  en  el  reglamento  de  la  libertad  de  la  imprenta. 

Aquel  ministro  principia  su  exposicion  con  un  analisis  de  las  con- 
tratas  que  el  Gobierno  ha  celebrado  conmigo  en  11  de  ma7o  7  19  de 
Julio,  7  no  en  19  de  agosto,  como  asegura  por  una  equivocacion  pura- 
mente  material. 

En  24  de  noviembre  de  aquel  afio  el  Gobierno  me  debia^  segun  cuenta 
saldada,  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  7  seis  doscientos  veinte  7  siete 
reales  con  diez  7  ocho  maravedis.  En  seguida  anade,  que  para  satis* 
faccion  de  este  d^bito^  el  Gobierno  con  aquella  fecha  senalo  un  cr^dito 
de  igual  suma  contra  la  casa  de  Beid  Jrving  7  compafiia  de  Londres, 
habiendo  expedido  las  6rdene8  correspondientes  al  objeto  de  acuerdo 
conmigo  mismo. 

Por  ultimo  afiade,  que  70  he  pedido  despues  el  que  se  generalizase 
igual  providencia  contra  todos  los  fondos  que  tuviese  el  Estado  en 
Londres.  Pido  la  atencion  del  lector :  palabras  del  mismo  ministro : 
Aunque  se  accedio  d  su  suplioa  en  enero  de  1812  no  se  prevvno  su  cum,'' 
plimiento  al  comisionado  en  eUa  por  los  perjuicios  que  en  su  consecuenda 
expuso  el  tesorero  generaly  se  seguirdn  de  semejante  ampliaciony  &c. 

£1  Publico  seguramente  creer&  que  este  credito  k  mi  favor  ha  sido 
solventado,  7  que  nada  me  quedaba  que  reclamar  en  este  punto.  Por 
mejor  decir,  se  persuadir&  que  en  vez  de  quejas  contra  la  inconsecuencia 

7  la  morosidad  de  los  seSores  ministro  7  tesorero  general^  debo  darles 
gracias  por  su  puntual  oumplimiento  en  el  pago  de  las  oontratas  hechas 
por  mi  con  el  Gobierno.  Mas  se  escandalizar&  luego  que  se  entere  do 
todos  los  hechos  relatives  &  este  negocio,  que  por  honor  del  Gobierno 
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espanol  hasta  ahora  que  me  precisa  6  ello  el  sefior  Figneroa,  no  he 
querido  pnblicar,  ni  aqui  ni  en  Londres,  en  donde  mis  oorresponsales 
creian  de  su  obligacion  bacerlos  manifiestos. 

En  efecto  el  Gobierno  me  debia  la  cantidad  indicada  por  el  ministro, 
proviniente  de  contrata  aprobada  par  el  Consejo  de  Beffencia. 

Mas  el  ministro  debia  anadir,  que  esta  deuda  se  debia  satisfaoer  en 
moneda  efectiva  en  el  mes  de  julio  de  1811 :  debia  afiadir,  que  yo  h&bia 
tenido  que  bacer  repetidas  instancias  &  fin  de  conseguir  su  satiafiftocion, 
y  que  no  habiendolo  podido  lograr,  en  24  de  nonembre  cooTine  en 
aceptar  la  letra  de  que  se  trata.  Mas  no  esto  de  lo  que  me  he  qne- 
jado,  7  me  quejo.  El  ministro  debia  exponer  (si  queria  hablar  fran- 
camente,  j  si  conociese  la  tuerza  de  las  saeradas  obligaciones  de  una 
contrata)  que  aun  en  el  dia  no  tengo  cobrada  sine  una  parte  de  dicha 
letra ;  j  aun  esta  parte  contra  su  voluntad  j  la  del  tesorero,  segun 
resulta  de  los  documentos  sefialados  con  los  numeros  1  ."*  a  1 7,  que  tengo 
por  conveniente  presentar  en  seguida  de  esta  exposicioo,  para  que  el 
Publico  quede  convencido  de  lo  fundado  de  mis  quejas,  y  de  la  poca 
delicadeza  con  que  estos  sefiores  ban  procedido,  a  pesar  del  manifiesto 
peligro  a  que  se  exponian,  de  arruinar  para  siempre  el  credito  de  su 
mismo  Gobierno :  pues  cualquiera  sin  necesidad  de  ser  un  ministro  de 
Hacienda  conocera,  que  ningun  deudor  satisface  con  una  letra  que  re- 
sulta fallida,  como  ha  resultado  ia  que  se  me  dio. 

Siendo  la  casa  de  Reid  Jrving  una  de  las  mas  respetables  de  Ijoq- 
dres  no  dude  en  admitirla,  &nte8  bien  solicite  por  este  motive  que  faese 
sefialadamente  contra  ella ;  mas  faabiendola  remitido  a  mis  correspon- 
sales,  &  vuelta  del  paquete  me  informaron  que  la  letra  no  habia  sido 
pagada  ni  aceptada,  porque  Beid  Jrving  habia  asegurado  que  no  tenia 
en  su  poder  fondos  del  Gobierno  espaiiol^  y  que  no  habia  que  esperar  on 
solo  maravedi  de  su  casa.  Con  esta  noticia  immediatamente  solicite 
por  medio  del  8r.  D.  Joge  Canga  Argiielles  (entdnces  Ministro  de  Ha- 
cienda) una  orden  de  la  Begencia,  4  fin  de  que  dicha  letra  iuese  pagada 
de  cualesquiera  otros  fondos  que  el  Gobierno  espanol  pudiese  tener  en 
Londres.  Asi  se  mando  por  la  Begencia  segun  resulta  de  los  docu* 
mentos  numeros  5  y  6;  de  lo  cual  se  comunico,  como  correspondia, 
aviso  al  tesorero  general,  segun  consta  del  mismo  documento.  Por 
desgracia  el  Sr»  Soret,  que  habia  entrado  en  exercicio,  y  debia  dar 
cumplimiento  &  dicha  orden,  en  lugar  de  obedecerla  solo  trato  de 
eludir  su  cumplimiento,  como  resulta  de  sus  oficios  sefialados  coa  los 
numeros  7  y  8. 

Luego  que  yo  recibi  el  oficio  del  Sr.  Canga  Argiielles,  sin  perder  un 
memento,  lo  hice  certificar  por  el  consul  de  S.  M.  B.  y  lo  remiti  a  mis 
corresponsales,  quienes,  por  no  haber  prefixado  el  tesorero  Soret  el 
cambio,  solo  consiguieron  cobrar  la  cantidad  de  un  millon  novecientos 
noventa  y  echo  mil  doscientos  setenta  y  echo  reales  y  veinte  maravedis 
vellon,  y  no  de  fondos  de  la  casa  de  Beid  Jrving,  sine  de  la  de  Cock- 
rane  Johnitone^  cuyo  dinero  no  se  hubiera  cobrado  por  el  GK>biemo 
espafiol  tan  f&cilmente  6,  no  ser  por  las  constantes  fatigas  6  instancias 
de  mis  corresponsales. 

Para  conseguir  el  cdbro  entero  de  mi  deuda,  necesitaba  que  el  teso- 
rero Soret  aprobase  el  pagamento  de  la  parte  cobrada  por  mis  oorres- 
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ponsales,  7  que  arreglase  el  cambio  ;  mas  todos  mis  esfnerzos  fueron 
iniitiles  para  conseguirlo  segun  los  documentos  numeros  11,  12  y  13* 

En  tal  estado  se  hallaba  este  negocio  por  el  mes  de  febrero,  cuando 
el  Gobierno,  halldndose  con  nuevas  necesidades,  se  vio  en  la  precision 
de  celebrar  conmigo  nueva  contrata,  la  que  se  verifico  en  27  de  aquel 
mes,  sieodo  al  efecto  los  oomisionados  nombrados  por  la  Begencia,  el 
mismo  Sr.  Soret,  y  los  Sres.  D.  Miguel  Lobo,  y  D.  Ildefonso,  Ruiz, 
como  vocales  de  la  Junta  de  C&di^. 

Para  verificar  yo  entonces  el  justisimo  cobro  de  la  letra,  insisti  en 
no  hacer  contrata  alguua  si  no  se  daban  las  6rdenes  correspondientes 
por  el  tesorero  &  fin  de  arreglar  este  asnnto,  mandando  el  pagamento 
de  la  letra  refiorida. 

Para  mayor  firmeza  y  seguridad,  receloso  yo  de  la  oonduota  del 
tesorero,  lo  estipule  asi  por  condicion  expresa  haciendolo  insertar  en 
la  escritura  con  las  palabras  siguientes : 

El  Gobierno  queda  en  la  obligctcion  de  arrtglar  todas  laa  cuent<M  que 
tenga  pendientes  con  Meade  ^  y  en  mandar  el  pago  de  la  carta  6rden 
dada  aobre  Londrea  luego  que  haya  aviso^  de  que  no  sera  prontamenie 
pagaday  subrogando  en  su  Ittgar  drdenes  6  letraa  por  otraa  cantidadee 
que  tenga  la  real  Ha^cienda  en  aqaella  plaza. 

Debo  advertir  al  lector  que  esta  cl&nsula  ha  sido  puesta  y  escrita 
por  el  mismo  Sr.  Bomanillos,  mioistro  iDterino  de  Hacienda  en  aquella 
epoca,  y  aprobada  en  seguida  por  la  Begencia. 

Habiendo  entrado  &  despachar  el  ministerio  de  Hacienda  el  Sr. 
Figueroa,  y  habiendo  sido  repetidas  veces  instado  por  mi  al  cumpli- 
miento  de  tan  solemne  contrata,  y  del  pago  de  una  deuda  tan  atra- 
sada,  me  oontesto  en  4  de  Julio  aounciandome  la  escandalosa^determi- 
nacion  de  que  la  letra  no  se  habia  de  pagar  de  otros  fondos  que  de  los 
imaginarios  (&  lo  menos  para  mi)  de  la  casa  de  Beid  Irving  y  com* 
pania,  desaprobando  la  parte  cobrada  de  la  casa  de  CockraDe  John* 
stone,  y  que  si  no  la  cobraba  en  el  t^rmino  de  otros  seis  meses,  devol- 
viendo  yo  el  libramiento  original,  que  debia  saber  no  podia  exister  en 
mi  poder  k  na  ser  que  yo  devolviese  el  dinero  cobrado,  lo  que  me  era 
imposible,  entoDces  el  Gobierno  buscaria  medios  de  satisfacerme  en 
C4diz,  asi  este  como  todos  los  demas  creditos  pendientes  en  la  tesoreria. 
y^He  el  documento  senalado  numero  16,  es  decir  buscando  disculpaS' 
vergonzosas  y  no  conocidas  entre  hombres  fieles  &  sus  contratos,  para» 
diterir  la  satisfaccion  de  una  deuda,  cuyo  periodo  de  pago  estaba  esti-> 
pulado,  por  dos  documentos  aut^aticos,  y  por  dos  reales  ordenes. 

A  vista  de  estos  datos,  que  el  Sr.  Figneroa  no  podr&  negar  &  meno8> 
que  niegue  su  firms,  ^quienno  quedar&  asombrado  de  un  proceder 
t-an  injusto  y  poco  decoroso  ^ 

Desenvuelto  este  negocio  en  los  t6rminos  veridicos  que  Uevo  dicho,. 
^no  es  patente  la  voluntaria  inexactitud,  6  la  poca  inteligencia  del 
ministro  de  Hacienda^  ^se  reduce  a  semejantes  maDejos  la  ciencia  de- 
la  economia  politica,  y  el  cumplimiento  de  los  contratos  celebrados  con 
un  Gobieroo  de  buena  fe?  Seguramente  el  Sr.  Figueroa,  quien  no 
debia  tener  tanto  resentimiento  de  mis  quejas  anteriores,  hubiera  acer- 
tado  en  callar,  y  no  meterse  a  campeon  en  esta  lucha ;  6  &  lo  menos 
para  hacerlo  hubiera  debido  acordarse  que  no  estamos  en  -aquella  ^poca 
en  que  los  ciudadanos  espanoles^  6  igualmente  los  oxtrangeros  resi* 
Bep.  C.  C.  226 44 
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denies  en  este  pais,  no  teniamos  la  libertad  peligrosa  (segan  €1  se 
figara)  de  anunciar  los  hechos  tales  cnales  son. 

De  todo  lo  expuesto,  prescindiendo  de  las  injusticias  y  de  la  inob- 
servancia  de  lo  estipulado^  se  deduce  hasta  la  evidencia  la  gratnita 
asercion  dbl  ministro  y  tesorero  en  asegurar  repetidas  veces,  que  sola- 
mente  por  f'alta  de  medios  no  se  habian  satisfecho  mis  cr^itos  cuando 
para  verificarlo  en  este  caso  solo  se  neoesitaba  la  aprobacion  del  teso- 
rero general,  quien  no  solo  se  rehuso  a  darla,  sine  que  remitio  al 
oomisionado  espaflol  en  Londres  6rden  para  tratar  de  consegair  la 
devolucion  de  la  parte  de  dinero  que  habian  cobrado  mis  correspon- 
sales.  Tampooo  podran  el  ministro  ni  el  tesorero  disculpar  su  pro- 
oeder  con  las  ordenes  de  la  Begencia,  cuando  esta  tenia  aprobada  la 
contrata  del  27  de  febrero,  en  la  que  se  habia  estipulado  en  los  terminos 
mas  expresi^os  el  pronto  y  efectivo  pago  de  esta  letra,  de  cualesqaiera 
tondos  que  hubiese  en  Londres. 

Por  lo  respective  al  pagamento  de  esta  letra,  en  cuya  historia  el 
ministro  Figueroa  se  oontempla  tan  instruido  como  satistecho,  ere- 
endo  haber  Uenado  el  G-obierno  todos  sus  deberes  para  conmigo,  suplico 
al  Publico  escuche  con  atencion  mis  reflexiones  que  aunqne  no  sean 
tan  sabias  como  las  de  un  g^nio  versado  en  la  Hacienda  publica,  a  lo 
menos  son  tan  vetidicas  como  inex&ctas  aquellas. 

En  primer  lugar,  tenia  derecho  &  quejarme,  porqne  no  se  nie  habia 
cumplido  el  pago  al  oontado  en  el  mes  de  Julio  de  1811.  En  se^ondo 
lugar,  porque  el  dinero  efectivo  que  en  aquel  roes  debia  recibir,  se 
convirtio  en  un  libramiento  que  se  me  di6  en  el  mes  de  Noviembre  : 
en  tercer  lugar,  porque  este  libramiento  salio  fallido:  en  cuarto  liigar, 
porque  debiendo  ser  substituida  esta  letra  por  drden  de  la  Re^eocia, 
no  lo  ha  side,  porque  no  lo  ha  querido  el  8r.  Figueroa,  6  mas  bien 
dir^  el  Sr.  Soret^  empefiado  para  arruinarme,  en  que  me  habia  de  con- 
tentar  con  una  letra  fallida,  sin  mas  fundamento  que  el  de  haberla 
admitido  porque  la  creia  pagadera:  en  quinto  lugar.  porque  en  la 
contrata  fecha  27  de  Febrero,  aprobada  por  la  Regencia  actual,  se 
estipulo  del  modo  mas  terminaute  el  inmediato  pago  de  esta  Arts. 
orden  de  cualenquiera  tondos  que  hubiese  en  Londres:  en  sexto  lu^ar, 
porque  habiendo  cobrado  una  parte  en  virtud  del  citado  oficio  del  8r. 
Canga  Argiielles,  y  no  de  orden  del  tesorero,  como  debia  haber  comu- 
nicado  al  comisionado  espanol  en  Londres,  no  se  ha  aprobado'por  los 
Sres.  Figueroa  y  Soret,  c^mo  era  de  rigorosa  justicia:  en  septimo 
lugar,  porque  en  virtud  de  la  conducta  de  estos  de  sefiores  me  hallo  en 
el  dia  sin  haber  cobrado  mas  que  un  millon  novecientos  noventa  y  ocbo 
mil  doscientos  setenta  y  echo  rs.  vn.  y  20  mrs. 

Ahora  bien.  Sr.  Figueroa  i  es  esto  lo  que  acomoda  4  un  comerct- 
ante?  ^Es  esta  la  conducta  de  un  bombre  de  probidad  puesto  al 
frente  de  los  negocios  de  una  nacion  ?  ^  Es  lo  mismo  haber  dado  un 
libramiento  que  sale  fallido,  que  haberse  cobrado  su  importe?  i  Nada 
tendra  que  reclamar  ya  el  acreedor  &  quien  se  le  satisface  de  este  modo? 
^  La  buena  te  no  extgia  que  6.  la  letra  fallida  se  substituy^se  otra 
valida  ? 

i  T  podria  alegarse  por  el  tesorero  Soret  la  ignorancia  de  esta  cir- 
cunstancia,  cuando  yo  le  presebte  la  letra  protestada  por  Reid  Irving, 
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por  decir  este  qae  no  tenia  en  an  poder  ningun  caudal  perteneciente  al 
Gobierno  espafiol  ? 

El  publico,  7  sobre  todo  el  piiblico  comerciante,  estar&  may  distante 
de  aprobar  tal  conducta.  y  de  contentarse  en  bus  contratos  con  igual 
cumplimiento.  £1  despotismo,  y  no  la  sana  razon,  es  quien  solo  po- 
drd  persuadirse,  que  es  igual  &  nn  comerciante  recibir  una  letra  fal- 
lida  de  an  deudor,  qne  haber  cobrado  lo  que  se  le  debe. 

Yo  jamas  he  tratado  de  averignar  las  ocupaeiones  del  ministro  de 
Hacienda ;  pero  b6  que  tengo  decrecho  para  quejarme  de  sus  sabter- 
fui^ios  y  su  conducta,  cnando  habiendo  debido  cobrar  esto  deuda  en 
C&diz,  y  despues  por  condescendencia  en  Londres,  aun  me  ballo  por 
culpa  Buya  6  desus  snbalternos  con  este  descubierto  en  grave  perjuicio 
de  mis  intereses.  ^  Y  quien  me  indemnizar&  de  los  perjuicios  origi- 
nados  del  atraso  de  este  pagamento,  que  debia  verificarse  en  julio  de 
1811,  y  que  aun  k  estas  horos  no  se  ha  satisfecho  ?  ^Es  esto  cumplir 
religiosamente  los  contratos  ?  ^  No  est*  en  descubierto  el  ministro 
por  la  exposicion  que  hace  en  esta  parte,  presentando  el  negocio  como 
CO  a  concluida,  y  en  que  se  me  ha  dispensado  un  gran  favor  ? 

El  publico  imparcial  y  justo,  siempre  que  se  presenta  desnuda  la 
verdad,  sabr&  decidir  mejor  que  el  Sr.  Figueroa  este  asunto. 

Pasemos  al  segundo  articulo  de  su  exposicion  cual  es  la  oontrata 
celebrada  con  la  junta  de  O&diz  fecha  19  de  diciembre. 

Por  esta  oontrata  se  me  entregaron  dos  libramientos ;  el  uno  de 
ochenta  y  ocho  mil  pesos  fuertes,  pagadero  de  los  prirmeros  caudales 
que  llegasen  del  Peru  6  Nueva  Espana,  y  el  otro  de  setenta  y  cinco 
mil  pesos  fuertes  &  pagar  en  la  Habana.  Del  primero  aun  no  he  reci- 
bido  un  solo  mara/edi ;  del  segundo,  segun  las  Ultimas  noticias  que  he 
tenido  de  la  Uabana  con  fecha  de  junio,  aun  no  se  me  habia  pagado 
mas  que  la  mitad. 

Antes  de  entrar  a  hacer  reflextones  sobre  la  nulidad  de  estos  paga- 
meutos,  y  lo  que  a^egura  el  ministro  en  su  exposicion,  hablar6  ae  las 
otras  deudas  que  menciona  en  el  articulo  siguiente^  porque  unas  mis- 
mas  reflextones  sirven  igualmente  para  refutar  los  tundamentos  conque 
en  Unas  y  otras  el  seilor  ministro  pretende  preocupar  al  Publico^  dici- 
endo  que  quedan  exdctamentt  curnplidas  Icis  condiciones  de  todae  las 
contratos f  y  por  consiguiente  infundadas  mis  redamacwnes  y  quejas. 

La  tercera  contrata  de  que  habla  el  senor  ministro  Figueroa,  fue 
celebrada  en  21  do  enero  de  1812  con  el  Sr.  D.  Jose  Canga  Arguelles, 
y  aprobada  por  las  Cortes  geuerales  y  extraordinarias.  Por  ella  se  esti- 
pulo  que  se  me  pagaria  en  dos  epocas  diferentes,  la  una  mitad  de  los 
primeros  caudales  que  viniesen  de  America,  y  la  otra  mitad  de  los 
segundos. 

Antes  de  examinar  el  cumplimiento  de  estas  contratas,  para  que  el 
Publico  se  peuetrede  mi  patriotismoy  de  mis  ardientes  deseos  deservir 
a  la  causa  de  la  nacion  espaflola,  tengo  por  suficiente  advertirle,  que 
le^  con  atencion  mi  oficio  remitido  al  ministro  de  Hacienda  en  aquella 
^poca,  que  copiado  a  la  letra  dice  asi :  ,,Becibi  a  las  once  de  la  noche 
el  oficio  que  V.  E.  se  ha  servido  dirigirme  por  orden  de  8.  A.  el 
supremo  (jonsejo  de  Begencia,  informandome  de  los  deseos  de  8.  A.  de 
remitir  inmediatamente  una  cantidad  considerable  de  harinas  y  me- 
neetras  a  Cartagena  y  Aiicantei  cuyas  plazas  se  hallan  en  la  mayor 
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necesidad  ;  y  8.  A.  se  ba  servido  mandar  que  Y.  E.  me  diga  si  estaba 
70  en  disposicion  de  hacer  el  servicio  de  socorrer  estas  Decemdades, 
coDstando  a  Y.  E.  que  me  habia  prentado  en  otraa  ocasioneH  a  iguales 
serviciosy  7  que  en  este  caao  debo  remitir  cod  la  mayor  brevedad  posible 
las  proposiciones  sobre  precios  y  medios  del  pago.  Devan  coDstar  a 
Y.  E.  mis  ardientes  deseos  en  cuantas  ocasiones  se  me  ha  presentado 
de  ayudar  a  la  causa  de  Espafia,  y  auu  que  en  el  dia  veo  al  Gobierno 
casi  en  un  interregno,  en  el  memento  desutrir  una  mudanza  repentina, 
rodeado  de  mil  apuros  y  dificultades,  abandonado  en  cierto  mode  por 
los  que  tienen  el  mayor  interns  de  sostenerlo  ;  y  al  mismo  tiempo  me 
oonsta  el  estado  deplorable  de  las  plazas  que  Y.  £  nombra  en  su  oficio, 
como  igualmente  el  estado  de  miseria  en  que  se  hallan  los  exercitos  de 
Extremadura  y  Galicia,  ambos  de  ellos  literalmente  pereciendo  de 
bambre.  Pero  suplico  a  Y.  E.  haga  presentea  S.  A.  que  en  este  mo- 
mento  criticio  tan  lejos  estoy  de  no  querer  oontinuar  mis  esfuerzos  para 
la  causa  de  Espafia,  que  me  apresuro  de  remitir  a  Y.  E.  una  proposi- 
cion  para  la  entrega  en  el  acto  de  viveres  por  el  valor  de  cerca  de  once 
millones  de  reales  de  vellon.  Sdo  pido  y  ea^'o  de  V.  E,  d  cumpUmi- 
ento  de  la  parley  en  que  se  oonstituye  responscMe  el  Gobierno. 

Dinero  me  consta  que  el  Gobierno  no  lo  tiene  ;  no  lo  pido  sine  a  la 
Uegada  de  los  caudales  de  America  ;  pido  y  extjo  que  no  sea  permifido 
dar  otro  desiino  d  aqueUa  parte  de  los  caudales  que  se  enagena  d   mi 
favor.     C4diz  20  de  enero  de  1812. 

En  ultimo  resultado,  con  fecha  de  27  de  febrero  del  presents  ana,  en 
una  comision  especial  nombrada  por  la  Begencia  actual,  y  compuesta 
de  los  Sres  D.  Yictor  Soret,  D.  Miguel  de  Lobo  y  D.  Ildefonso  Ruiz 
del  Bio,  se  formaliz6  una  contrata  conmigo,  en  la  cual  se  estipulo, 
que  se  me  daria  un  libramiento  de  trescientos  mil  pesos  fuertes  contra 
las  cazas  reales  de  Yera  Cruz,  y  quese  me  pagarian  veinte  y  ocbo  mil 
pesos  fuertes,  saldo  total  de  aquella  cuenta,  en  Cadiz  el  31  de  mayo. 

Besulta  pues  que  el  Gobierno  me  debe  lo  siguiente  : 

Orden  de  D  Victor  Soret  sobre  Gandar- 
segui  de  Londres,  por  saldo  de  las  con- 
tratas  de  mayo  y  juliode  1811,  Bs.  vn 2,  ^36,227  18 

Orden  sobre  laHabana 1,500,000  )         qqq  q^q  ^^ 

Becipidos  k  cuenta  hasta  el  mes  de  junio        600,000  )  ' 

Libramiento  de  Soret  en  favor  de  la  junta 
de  Cadiz  fecha  21  de  enero,  pagadero 
de  los  primeros  dineros  que  Uegasen 
de  las  Americas,  a  cuenta  de  la  con- 
trata de  diciembre  de  1811 1,760,000  00 

Dos  libramientos  en  favor  de  Meade  a 
pagar  de  los  primeros  y  segundos  cau- 
dales que  lleguen  de  las  Amercas 4,080,000  00 

Contrata  del  27  de  febrero  para  la  cual 

86  debia  pagar  en  Cadiz.    Bs.  vn .JJJ.OJJ  j       6,560,000  00 

En  Yera  Cruz 6,000,000  )         '       ' 

Varias  pendencias  en  la  tesoreria  mayor, 

mandado  su  pagamento  por  reales,  6r- 

denes  debidamente  communicadas  por 
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el  ministro  de  Hacienda  al  tesorero 

general  desde  1811..... 934,572  32 

(*)    Rs.  vn.       16,570,800  16 

De  toda  esta  suma,  cuantiosisima  para  nna  sola  casa,  unicamente  se 
me  ban  ^atiRfecho  qainientos  j  sesenta  mil  reales  de  vellon,  pertene- 
cientes  a  la  (iltima  contrata.  y  la  parte  del  libramiento  cobrado  en  Lon- 
dreg  del  comisioDado  espafiol,  y  que  por  este  mismo  se  reclama  a  mis 
corresponsales,  por  no  haber  qnerido  el  8r.  Soret  aprobar  el  paga- 
mento. 

El  Sr  Fi^ueroa,  en  la  pagina  nueve  de  su  exposicion,  hablando  de 
mi  cr^dito,  dice^  que  la  calidad  de  antiguo  podria  darme  alguna  prefer^ 
encia  enfre  acreedores  de  la  misma  especie ;  pero  no  lade urgente porqtie 
con  lo  que  yo  gueria  earigir  se  entaba  a^cudiendo  a  objetos  dd  mayor  tfi- 
ttres,  cual  cxmsta  en  las  reapectivasoficinaSj  y  que  sin  tales  medioshahria 
quedado  ted  vez  paralizada  hasta  la  defensa  de  este  punto,  cuando  no  hu- 
hiese  habido  resultados  mas  funestos  ;  y  conduye  con  una  admiraeion 

f^ropia  de  su  genio  y  de  sus  grandes  conocimientos  con  estas  palabras 
iterates  ^diga^  pues  ahora  Meade  si  en  este  caso  debe  ser  6  no  preferible 
su  deuda  f 

8uponiendo  lo  que  esta  solo  al  alcance  del  sefior  ministro,  esto  es, 
que  las  cita<'as  oficinas  fuesen  capaces  de  poder  dar  un  testimonio 
para  graduar  las  urgencias  del  Estado,  probar^  al  Publico  de  Cadiz 
que  ningun  objeto  ni  cr^dito  podia  ser  ni  mas  urgente  ni  mas  sagrado 
que  el  mio  ;  al  mismo  tiempo  que  har^  ver  que  el  Gobierno  tuvo  me- 
dics de  satisfacerme,  sin  sufrir  grandes  incomodidades  ;  y  que  solo  el 
capricho  y  aversion  del  ministro,  y  del  tesorero,  ban  side  la  causa  de 
la  insolvencia  de  mis  cr6ditos,  y  de  los  perjuicios  notables  que  he  suf- 
rido  y  que  hasta  ahora  no  ban  tenido  otro  premio  ni  otra  reparacion 
que  la  de  mi  arresto  escaudaloso,  en  donde  aun  el  ministro  tiene  la 
poca  generosidad  de  venir  a  insultarme,  sin  reparar  que  aun  solo  por 
estar  oprimido,  y  por  no  haberle  yo  insultado  jamas,  como  el  se  figura, 
era  acreedor  a  otro  miramiento  de  parte  suya. 


(*)  La  diferebcia  entre  esta  cuenta  y  la  cantidad  que  inserte  en  mil  exporicionei  (cuando 
dixe  que  me  hallaba  en  no  deseubierto  de  mai  de  catoree  millonet)  proviene  de  no  estar  re- 
baxadus  los  quimentos  j  sesenta  mil  reales  de  velloD,  reoibidos  en  janio  (el  solo  pagamento 
que  el  Sr.  Soret  se  ha  dignado  hacerme  desde  que  eotr6  en  exerclcio  de  la  tesorerfa  mayor 
el  primer  dia  del  preoente  aiio,)  y  la  cantidad  de  un  millon  novecientos  ocbenta  y  ocbo  mil 
doacientos  setenta  y  ocbo  reales  y  vetnte  maravedf  s,  reoibidos  por  mis  corresponsales  en  Lon- 
dres,  que  tenia  dorecbo  de  creer  se  bubiese  aprobado,  una  vez  que  S.  M.  las  C6rtes  generales 
y  extraordinarias  habian  mandado  termioantemente  que  se  cumpliese  religioeamente  lo  esti- 
pulado  conmigo ;  y  de  cuya  6rden  comunleada  con  fecha  de  dlez  y  uueve  de  agosto  se  desenti- 
endrt  enteramente  el  Sr.  Figueroa  Estas  dos  cantidades,  rebaxadas  de  dies  y  seis  millones 
quini<>ntos  setenta  mil  ochocientos  reales  de  ▼ellon  eon  diex  y  seis  raaravedis,  dexarian  mis 
duenUrol$o»  m  d  dvt  en  la  oaniidad  de  catoree  millones  doce  mil  quinientos  veinte  y  un  reales 
con  treinta  maravedis,  de  cuya  cantidsd,  seis  millones  noTcdentos  mil  reales  son  pagaderos  en 
Vera  Cruz  y  la  Habana,  y  el  resCo,  que  son  siete  millones  ciento  veinte  y  dos  mil  quinientos 
vein* e  y  un  reales  con  ireinta  maravedf s,  en  C&diz,  que  prueba  basta  la  evidencia  lo  que  tengo 
manifcstado  en  mi  impreso  folio  43,  con  las  palabras  siguientes :  pruemto  d  V.  M.  una  euaUa 
BtnaimU  am  d  nitm  11  /wr  la  emal  verd  V  M  guefw  haUo  sa  d  dia  end  deseubierio  eon  d 
Ocbierno  de  »<as  de  catoree  milUmee  de  reales^  de  he  euales  tengo  que  ir  d  America  d  eobrar  la 
mifad,  y  solo  he  pedido  d  la  Hegfinc  a  que  fc  inlereMe  data  que  loe  ingleett  tomeia  de  su  cuenta  los 
iibrmmientos,  que  juntos  no  firman  <ets  mUlones  de  reales^  y  que  me  fuguen  en  tesoreria  las  demas 
dtpemdendas  que  Ungo  aUi. 
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Mas  el  hombre  de  caracter  redobla  sq  firmeza  en  la  adversidad,  y 
por  lo  mismo  no  me  arredran  bus  exposiciones  y  bus  consultas. 

En  mi  memorial  a  las  Cortes  folio  35  manifeste  bien  que  mis  oontra- 
tas  habian  Bido  celebradas  en  la  6poca  maB  apurada  de  recursos,  7  en 
que  loB  animoB  de  los  habitantes  de  eBta  plaza  se  hallaban  maa  aba- 
tidoB  qua  nunca  por  la  rendicion  de  Valencia. 

La  junta  provincial  de  Cadiz,  por  orden  del  soberano  manejaba  ca- 
anto  tenia  relacion  con  las  subsistenciaB  para  la  manutencion  de  esta 
plaza  7  la  Isla.  Imposibilitada  de  satisfacer  las  obligaciones  indispen- 
sabies  a  este  objeto,  estipulo  con  el  Sr.  embaxador  ingles  un  pieatamo 
de  doB  millones  de  pesos  fuertes  segun  constade  papeles  publicadoB  en 
aquella  epoca.  Bemitido  por  el  Sr.  embaxador  dicbo  convenio^&  sa 
Oobierno  para  la  aprobacion,  7  retardada  su  contestacioui  la  junta  se 
se  hallo  sin  tener  una  racion  ni  aun  para  mantener  los  puestoa  mas 
avanzados  de  la  linea.  Esto  es  notorio  a  la  junta  de  Cadiz,  a  la  Re- 
(j^encia  de  entonoes,  7  a  cuantos  ban  tenido  intervencion  en  negocioa  de 
la  Hacienda  publica. 

En  este  conflictOy  7  cuando  no  babia  un  natural  que  prestaae  un 
maravedi  al  Gobierno ;  cuando  el  mismo  embaxador  ingles  rehuso  dar 
socorro  alguno,  segun  me  informaron  D.  Miguel  de  Lobo  7  D.  Ilde- 
fonso  Ruiz  del  Bio,  comisionado  el  primero  por  la  junta  para  pedirae- 
los,  7  cuando  en  esta  corporacion  se  Uego  &  tratar  de  imponer  una 
contribucion  forzosa,  cu7a  realizacion  hubiera  sido  muy  du  doso,  y  en 
todo  caso  ineficaz  para  los  urgentes  apuros  del  dia,  a  solicitud  de  la 
junta  7  &  SUB  primeras  instancias,  sin  detenerme   un   momento  me 

{^reste  &  ofrecer  cuantos  recursos  se  necesitaban  para  la  subsistencia  de 
08  ex6rcitos  de  la  Isla  7  C4diz,  sin  exigir  ningun  dinero  de  pronto,  7 
contentdndome  con  estipular  que  se  me  satistieirian  7  pagarian  asi  laa 
harinas  como  otras  menestras  al  precio  corriente  del  dia,  como  si  laa 
hubiese  vendido  &  dinero  contante  en  las  epocas  determinadas  por  laa 
contratas  seiialadas'con  los  numeros  18  7  19.  % 

De  este  modo  me  deshice  gustoso  de  toda  mi  fortuna  7  la  de  mi 
familia,  para  socorrer  las  necesidades  mas  urgentes  del  Estado  en 
aquella  £poca.  P.ira  que  el  Publico  7  el  mismo  senor  ministro  queden 
convencidos,  (si  es  que  el  8r.  Figueroa  puede  convencerse  del  impor- 
tante  servicio  que  en  aquel  entonces  bice  70  Sl  la  nacion  Espantila,) 
sepan  que  segun  depone  uno  de  los  comisionados  del  Gobierno,  &  saber : 
D.  Miguel  de  Lobo,  el  mismo  ofreci6  al  oorredor  que  maneja  las  <x>n- 
tratas  reservadas  del  Sr.  Soret,  7  con  cu7a  intervencion  solo  quiere 
satisfacer  al  Publico  el  sefior  ministro  para  manitestar  el  buen  manejo 
de  los  caudales  de  la  nacion,  seiscientos  7  cincuenta  mil  reales,  y  aun 
le  hubiera  dado  un  millon  solo  porque  buscase  una  persona  quehiciese 
otra  contrata  tan  ventajosa  7  en  los  terminos  que  yo  acababa  de  hacerla. 

Debo  igualmente  advertir,  que  la  contrata  anterior  hecha  con  el  8r, 
Canga  Arguelles  con  intervencion  de  la  Regencia  7  aprobada  por  laa 
mismas  Cortes,  a  fin  de  remitir  doce  mil  barriles  de  harina  a  Alicante 
7  Cartagena,  no  ha  sido  ni  menos  benefica  ni  menos  urgente. 

No  me  detendre  en  hacer  reflexiones  sobre  esta  verdad,  7  me  con- 
tento  con  remitir  los  lectores  a  los  documentos  numero  21  7  22  7  a  mi 
contestacion  7a  citada  al  Sr.  Canga  Arguelles. 

Abora  bien  ^ha7  alguna  otra  contrata  celebrada  en  Epocas  de  ma7- 
ores  apuroB  de  la  patria  ni  a  precios  mas  c6modo8  que  las  miaa?  ^Ha7 
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algnna  mas  antigaa  7  que  debiese  ser  pagada  con  antelacion  ?  ^Hay 
alguna  que  hubiese  side  estipulada  baxo  condiciones  mas  expresas  j 
mas  termiaantes,  y  cuyo  oomplimiento  haya  sido  mandado  observar 
tanto  por  la  Rageacia  como  por  el  soberamo  con  mayor  puntualidad 
que  la  mia?  (iHay  alguu  ciudadano  que  tenga  unos  creditos  tan  cre- 
cidos,  ni  con  mucho  contra  el  G-obierno  como  yo  tengo,  para  presamir 

3ue  sus  pagas  fuesen  mas  nrgentes  que  las  mias  ?  No  digo  algun  in- 
ividuo  ^hay  alguna  corporacion  que  haya  hecho  iguales  senricios  y 
anticipaciones  como  las  que  yo  tengo  hechas,  y  de  que  por  desgracla 
aun  me  hallo  en  descubierto,  y  sin  mas  premio  que  una  prision  que 
escandalizrira  a  la  Europa,  a  pesar  de  losesfuerzoscienti&oos  conqueel 
Sr.  Figueroa  pretende  desfigurar  este  negocio,  tan  vergonzoso  para  el, 
para  el  Gobierno  y  para  el  tesorero  ?  Ahora  bien,  diga  el  Publico  (si 
es  que  no  se  asusta  el  Sr.  Figueroa  de  la  publica  decision)  y  si  quiere 
digalo  el  mismo  Sr.  Figueroa  ^habia  alguna deuda  massagrada  ni  mas 
urgente,  ni  por  la  cantidad,  ni  por  su  calidad^  que  la  mia?  ^  De  que 
sirven  las  escrituras  si  los  contratos  mas  claros  y  mas  terminaates  hau 
de  ser  invalidos  por  otros  posteriores,  6  por  nuevas  urgeDcias  del  Es- 
tado  ?  El  Sr.  Figueroa  tiene  confesado  que  esto  de  contratos  y  de 
Hacienda  no  entra  en  sus  conocimientos,  y  aun  cuando  no  lo  hubiese 
confesado  de  buena  fe,  lo  acredita  hasta  la  evidencia  su  conducta  con- 
^^K^y  7  poi*  lo  mismo  superfluo  seria  el  que  yo  me  detuviese  a  demos- 
trarlo  ;  pero  si  quisiera  yo  que  para  no  contradecirse  con  esta  confesion, 
no  se  metiese  a  juzgar  y  decidir  tan  malamente  en  materias  que  leson 
tan  exotic&s. 

Por  otra  parte,  para  hacer  ver  al  Publico  que  la  insolvencia  de  mis 
creditos  ha  sido  debida  a  la  falta  de  pundonor,  y  no  a  la  imposibilidad 
de  su  satisfaccion  como  estudiadamente  quieren  suponer  dichos  Sffiores 
Figueroa  y  Soret,  les  presentare  algunos  datos  oficiales,  y  no  oficiales, 
pero  innegables,  que  les  convenzan  de  mi  asercion.  En  primer  lugar, 
para  la  aprobacion  sola  que  se  exigia  del  Tesorero  para  el  pago  com- 
pleto  de  mi  letra  en  Lordres,  no  necesitaba  que  el  Gobierno  se  deslii* 
ciese  de  caudales.  En  segundo  lugar,  segun  resulta  del  estado  de 
caudales  de  America  publicado  por  la  misma  tesoreria  mayor,  la  Ha- 
cienda {.ublica  ha  recibido  desde  primeros  de  enero  hasta  29  de  febrero 
per  las  fragatas  Nueba  Amable,  Amistad^  y  el  bergantin  Quimet,  un 
millon  uchocientos  cincuenta  y  ocbo  mil  doscientos  y  quince  veales  con 
echo  marvedis  de  vellon  ;  y  de  consiguiente  se  evidencia  que  el  Gobi- 
erno ha  faltado  manifiestamente  a  lo  estipulado  conmigo,  y  no  solo  ha 
quebrantado  un  contrato  particular,  sino  que  ha  obrado  con  la  arbi* 
trariedad  y  el  despotismo  mas  escandaloso,  cuando  el  Soberano  tenia 
ordenado  que  este  dinero  se  aplicase  precisamente  al  pagode  mi  deuda. 
El  strflor  ministro  seguramente  no  se  asusta  de  t'altar  a  semejantes 
preceptos,  antes  bien  ve  siempre  un  riesgo  en  su  execucion,  como  sin 
reboso  lo  acredita  en  el  poco  respeto  que  manifiesta  al  medio  estable^ 
cido  para  que  los  ciudanos  puedan  quejarse  de  las  injusticias  y  del 
despotismo  de  los  gobernantes.  Publico,  tu  decidiias  si  un  ministro 
tal,  puede  jactarse  con  moderacion  y  con  verdad  de  que  no  se  h  puede 
poner  lunar  alguno  en  sua  cperacioneSj  y  si  es  mas  a  proposito  para  con- 
solidar  una  Constitucion  reciente,  que  para  mandar  en  un  pais  de  es* 
clavos.  En  tercer  lugar,  habiendo  Uegado  el  navio  Estandarte,  tan 
decantado  del  Gobierno,  y  para  cuya  epoca  siempre  se  me  prometia 
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del  modo  mas  Bolemne  verbalmente  el  cumplimiento  de  scis  oontratas. 
Acudi  Begun  resulta  de  los  oficios  sefialados  con  los  numeros  23,  24,  y 
26  ;  pero  en  vez  de  darme  dinero,  se  me  dio  la  contesUcion  ridicola 
con  el  Bumero  26.  Insisti  para  que  se  me  diese  de  lo  perteneciente  a 
los  derechos  devengados  por  la  iotroduccioo  de  los  caudales  partica- 
lares,  como  lo  manifiesta  el  oficio  numero  27  ;  mas  el  senor  ministro 
y  el  Sr.  Soret,  por  sus  altos  conocimientos  en  la  Hacienda  piiblica,  no- 
taron  que  no  se  me  debia  pagar,  pues  que  el  dinero  de  semejantes  de- 
rechos, no  me  oorrespondia  por  lo  estipulado  en  mis  contratas,  cuando 
en  esta  ninguna  diferencia  se  bacia.  Asi  resulta  de  la  cuntestacion 
que  se  me  dio,  seflalada  con  el  numero  28  :  y  he  aqui  lo  que  yo  llamo 
indecentis  attbterfugioa  del  ministro  y  tesorero.  En  cuarto  Ingar,  a 
pocos  dias  llego  de  la  Habana  el  bergantin  de  S.  M.  Cazador  que  traia 
para  el  Gobierno  doscientos  mil  pesos  fuertes.  Acudi  con  naeva  in- 
stancia,  mas  en  vez  de  dinero  me  dieron  una  respuestade  nuevo  cufio: 
y  para  que  el  Publico  se  escandalice  de  su  oontenido,  y  de  la  mala  fe 
conocida  del  tesorero  Soret,  y  de  la  ignorancia  del  ministro  que  la 
autorizo,  lease  su  contenido  literal  que  copiado  a  la  letra  dice  asi : 

'*  La  Begencia  del  Reyno  esta  dispuesta  a  reintegrar  a  vind.,  segun 
el  convenio  hecho,  con  los  caudales  que  vengan  de  America  proce- 
dentes  de  las  rerUas  de  la  nadon  en  aquellos  dominios,  los  dos  millones 
y  cuarenta  mil  reales  por  el  valor  de  las  harinas  que  facilito  para  el 
socorro  de  las  plazas  de  Alicante  y  Cartagena  ;  pero  no  se  creo  oon  la 
obligacion  de  realizarlo  con  los  caudales  que  conduxo  de  la  Habana  ^l 
bergantin  correo  el  Cazador,  por  no  ser  de  aquella  procedencia,  y  6\ 

Sropios  de  diferentes  corporaciones  que  los  ban  puesto  a  disposicion 
el  Gobierno,  con  el  objeto  de  auxiliarle  en  sus  graves  y  perentortas 
obligaciones.  Lo  que  participo  a  vmd.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  inteli- 
gencia.  Dios  guarde  a  vmd.  muchos  afios.  Cadiz  3  de  junto  de  1812. 
S'igueroa. — Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade." 

Pero  aun  cuando  tan  ridicule  pretexto  valiese  algo,  no  seria  dificil 
probar,  que  por  papeles  suministrados  por  el  mismo  tesorero,  con 
motive  de  mis  quejas,  consta  que  es  falso  que  los  doscientos  mil  pesos 
procedian  de  pertenencias  particulares,  6  de  corporaciones,  y  no  de 
rentas  y  derechos  del  Estado.  En  quinto  lugar,  antes  de  consumir 
los  viveres  de  que  yo  habia  surtido  al  Gobierno,  llego  de  Londres 
ratificado  el  contrato  hecho  entre  la  junta  de  C&diz  y  el  embaxador 
ingles,  y  desde  aquella  ^poca  no  Jia  habido  un  solo  mes  en  que  el 
tesorero  Soret  no  hubiese  recibido  por  este  solo  conducto  mas  de  ouatro 
millones  de  reales,  sin  contar  sobre  dos  millones  y  medio  liquidos,  a 
lo  menos,  que  producia  esta  aduana  :  recibio  ademas  el  tesorero  mas 
de  diez  millones  de  reales  do  la  junta  de  C&diz  :  ademas  recibio,  por 
un  c&lculo  baxo,  igual  cantidad  de  ciertos  creditos  en  Lond^-es,  sin 
contar  los  diez  millones  de  reales  con  que  ha  contribuido  el  ayunta- 
miento  de  C&diz.  Igualmente  el  tesorero  tom6  unos  dos  millones  de 
reales  pertecientes  al  banco  nacional  de  8.  C&rlos,  que  vinieron  de 
Lima  en  el  navio  Estandarte,  sin  embargo  de  ser  propiedad  de  par- 
ticulares, cosa  muy  opuesta  &  la  escrupnlosidad  del  Sr.  Figuroa,  mani- 
festada  en  la  contestacion  que  me  dio  cuando  yo  pedia  que  se  me 
socorriese  con  parte  de  este  dinero,  y  va  seflalada  con  el  referido 
Dumero  28.  Igualmente  ha  entrado  en  poder  del  tesorero  una  suma 
erecida  de  cuantiosos  donatives  remitidos  en  efectos  de  America. 
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A  la  p&gina  11  dice  el  Sr.  Figueroa :  Meade  sierUaj  que  la  oomision 
de  Hacienda  Aa  quedado  contpletamenfe  convencida  de  que  Soret  ha 
faltado  en  las  contrafaa  cdebradaa  con  ely  no  puedo  menoa  de  mani/eatar 
que  to  dud/),  y  mucho. 

Con  esta  duda  que  supone  el  Sr.  Figueroa,  trata  de  deslurabr&r  al 
publico,  para  que  cuando  menos  dude  tarabien  que  la  oomision  espe- 
cial de  Hacienda  ha  quedado  convencida  de  que  no  se  ha  faltado  al 
cumplimiento  de  las  contratas  celebradas  conmigo  por  el  Gobierno. 
Con  vista  del  dictamente  de  dioha  comision  tuvo  a  bien  el  Soberano 
resolver  que  se  mejorase  el  page  de  mi  credifo  dandome  tree  miUonea  de 
realea  del  producto  de  toe  derechos  que  adeuden  en  esta  aduana  los 
caudales  en  oro  y  pkUa  pertenecientes  a  particufaris  que  vengan  en  loe 
primeros  huquea  procedenies  de  America,  ^Y  pod  re  c&ber  en  una 
cabeza  medianamente  organizada,  6  que  uo  proceda  de  mala  fe,  el 
Buponer  que  sin  estar  persuadido  el  Soberano  Congreso  nacional  del 
perjuicio  qne  me  ha  irogado  el  Gobierno  con  la  falta  de  cumplimiento 
de  BUS  contratos,  tratase  aquel  de  proporcionarme  estos  tres  millones 
por  pura  arbitrariedad,  con  grave  perjuicio  de  otros  acreedores?  £sto 
68  lo  mismo  que  suponer  el  Sr  Figueroa  que  las  Cortes  han  procedido 
con  parcialidad  en  mi  favor,  cuando  S.  M.  en  su  resolucion  no  ha 
hecho  mas  que  un  acto  de  justicia,  dando  una  leccion  a  la  Regencia, 
al  Sr.  Figueroa,  y  al  Sr.  Soret,  de  lo  que  debieian  haber  hecho 
cuando  lleg6  el  navio  Estandarte.  Esta  resolucion  de  S.  M.  debio 
ser  efecto  del  dictamen  dado  por  la  comision  especial  de  Hacienda,  y 
este  dictamen  del  convencimiento  de  que  duda  el  Sr.  Figueroa,  quien 
tiene  un  medio  expedito  para  que  el  Publico  saiga  de  dwias^  pidiendo 
en  union  conmigo  6  S.  M.  que  se  sirva  mandar  se  nos  entregue  una 
oopia  del  dictamen  de  dicha  comision,  que  yo  me  encargare  de  mandar 
imprimir,  y  de  este  modo  verd  el  Pdblico  si  he  padecido  yo  equivoca- 
cion  en  las  consecuencias  que  deduci,  6  si  el  Sr.  Figueroa  tuvo  motivo 
para  dudar  mucho  de  fiUas, 

En  la  pagina  13  del  manifiesto  sienta  el  Sr.  Figueroa,  que  mis  que^ 
Jaa  se  habrian  convertido  eti  elogioSj  si  hubiera  contribuid)  a  que  me 
hubtese  pagado  a  mi  gusto :  aunque  en  el  mismo  dia  quedara  el  fxercUo 
sin  comer,  y  se  siguiera  a  eUo  la  ruina  de  una  patria,  que  no  puede 
intercMarme  como  a  el.  Si  el  Sr.  Figueroa  juzga  que  debe  ser  elogiado 
cuando  cumple  con  su  obligacion,  no  extranara  el  Publico  que  pi  use 
de  este  modo :  mas  yo  jamas  he  acostumbrado  tributar  elogios  a  nadie 
porqne  cumpla  con  su  deber,  lo  que  el  Sr  Figueroa  hubiera  hecho, 
proporcionando  que  se  me  pagase  con  arreglo  a  lo  contratado  con  el 
Gobierno ;  y  en  no  haberlo  hecho  con  migo,  I^jos  de  proporcionar 
que  el  exercito  asegure  su  subsistencia,  es  proporcionarle  el  medio 
para  que  le  falte  en  las  apuradas  circuhstancias  en  que  podra  hallarse ; 
pues  el  descr^dito  del  Gobierno,  retraeia  a  otros  menos  generosos  que 
yo,  que  he  sabido  proporcionarsele  por  meses  enteros  en  las  Spocas  en 
que  el  Gobierno  se  ha  visto  en  los  mayores  apuros :  y  no  se  diga  que 
en  e«08  hechos  he  atendido  solamente  a  mis  intereses^  por  que  jamas  he 
facilitado  los  viveres  a  otros  precios  que  los  corrientes  ;  y  a  menos  que 
el  Sr.  Soret  ha  proporcionado  pagados  al  contado  6  con  anticipacion  ; 
7  cuando  las  prnebas  que  tengo  dadas  en  favor  de  la  causa  de  KspaSa 
no  fuesen  bastantes  a  manifestar  el  interes  que  me  he  tornado  por  ella^ 
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mi  propio  in  teres  individual  era  bastante  para  desear  que  prosperase; 
pues  yo  no  Be  que  el  senor  Figueroa  quedaue  expuesto  a  perder  qainoe 
millones  como  yo,  si  una  fatalidad  hubiera  hecbo  que  el  resultado  no 
hubiese  sido  tavorable  ;  auuque  en  este  sentido  arriesgase  los  empleos 
y  sueldos  que  dislruta,  en  recompensa  de  hus  servicios  yde  los  motivos 
que  dice  tener  para  irUeresarle  mcu  que  a  mi.  A  vista  de  estos  datos 
incontrastables  ^  podra  el  Publico  persuadirse  que  el  Grobierno  no  podria 
satisfacer  n)i  deuda  sin  incomodarse  ?  Oonozco  bien  que  los  gastos  ca 
la  presente  situacion  son  muy  crecidos,  pero  conozoo  igualmente  que 
mi  cr6dito  era  una  parte  de  las  mas  sagradas  de  esUm  mismo  gastcts ; 
y  el  Fublico  no  puede  menos  de  penetrarse  de  esta  verdad.  ^  Y  cual 
sera  su  convencimiento  cuando  sepa  (oomo  le  aseguro  con  t>oda  verdad 
que  asi  ha  sido)  que  el  tesorero  general^  despreciando  las  ordenea  del 
ooberano,  se  levanto  con  el  manejo  absoluto  de  caudales  y  contratas, 
haciendolas  sin  mas  intervencion  que  la  de  un  corredor,  6  sin  su  inter- 
vencion  como  dice  el  Sr.  Figueroa,  y  no  con  lade  la  junta  ProviDcial« 
6  la  direccion  general  de  provisiones  segun  lo  prevenido  por  soberanos 
decretos  ? 

^  Creera  que  no  se  me  ha  podido  pagar  cuando  se  haoian  contratas 
mucho  mas  caras  que  las  mias,  pagando  al  oontado,  y  aun  aprontando 
caudalcH  antes  de  realizarse  la  entrega  total  de  los  g^neros  en  canti- 
dades  excesivas,  pues  pasan  de  un  millon  de  pesos? 

Pero  dexemonos  de  personalidades  que  son  muy  repugnantee  a  todo 
hombre  de  honor :  conv^nzase  el  Publico,  el  Gobierno  y  el  Ministro 
que  no  se  me  ha  pagado  porque  no  »e  ha  querido:  que  no  se  haobrado 
de  buena  te :  que  mis  servicios  por  la  nacion  espafiola  han  sido  taD 
importantes  como  voluntarios,  pues  se  extienden  a  otros  muchoa  de 
que  no  hago  mencion.  Que  aun  prescindiendo  de  estos  servicios,  el 
Gobierno  debia  hacer  los  mayores  esfuerzos  para  fomentar  el  comercio 
de  mi  casa,  que  tan  ventajoso  e  indispensable  le  era  para  la  subsistencia 
de  enta  plaza  y  la  Isla,  y  para  facilitar  la  baratura  de  los  precios,  pues 
solo  durante  el  sitio  de  C&diz,  he  introducido  en  doscientos  cincuenta 
y  seis  buques  a  mi  consignacion,  las  partidas  y  articulos  siguieDtes, 
que  conntan  de  los  manifiestos  presentados  a  la  aduana  de  C&diz. 
284,972  barriles  de  harina. 
12,6(»8  barricas  de  arroz. 

6,642  barriles  de  carne  salada. 

4,977  idem  de  tocino. 
26,000  f'anegas  de  maiz. 
18,600  idem  de  trigo. 

4,(i00  idem  de  cebada. 
14,370  quintales  de  bacalao. 

3,870  barriles  de  galleta. 

3,000  caxas  de  xabon. 
Sin  contar  con  los  cargamentos  de  ropas,  maderas  y  una  infinidad 
de  productos  de  difiBrentes  es|>ecies,  inclusos  los  de  los  demas  puertos 
de  la  misma  peninsula,  que  se  oonsumen  6  se  embarcan  con  otros  dea- 
tinos  en  Cadiz. 

Por  ultimo,  me  atrevo  &  decir  que  si  no  sigue  mi  comercio,  el  pueblo 
espafiol  se  resentird  notablemente  de  sus  efectos,  por  las  circunstanciaa 
en  que  se  halla  la  nacion ;  y  el  pan  llegara  a  un  precio  exorbitaDte, 
lo  que  se  podia  haber  remediado  lacilmente,  sin  embargo  de  la  guerra 
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entre  los  Estadofi  Uuidos  de  America  y  la  Gran  BretaHa,  j  oon  notables 
ventajas  a  la  bandera  7  comercio  espanol. 

Me  persuado  pues  que  a  yista  de  estos  datos,  que  completan  la 
historia  de  mis  creditos,  el  Publico  qnedar&  desenganado  de  las  sofis- 
inas  con  que  se  ha  pretendido  alnciDarle,  y  se  horrorizara  toda  la 
Europa  de  la  prision  en  que  me  hallo  por  unieo  premio  de  tan  impor- 
tantes  servicios,  al  mismo  tiempo  que  no  podra  aprobar  la  poca  deli- 
cadeza  del  ministro  que  no  respeta  para  insultarme  la  persecucion 
injnsta  que  sufro,  7  la  opresion  escandalosa  que  padezco. 

BICABDO  MEADE. 

Cadiz,  22  de  Setiembre  de  1812. 

NOTA. 

La  insercion  que  hace  el  Sr.  Figueroa  (concluyendo  su  exposicion) 
del  articulo  comunicado  en  el  Redactor  general,  niimero  457,  por  el  Sr. 
D.  Ignacio  de  la  Pezuela,  secretario  iuterino  del  despacho  de  Estado, 
muy  lejos  de  apoyar  dicha  exposicion,  no  hace  mas  que  C(>rroborar 
cuanto  expuse  en  el  impreso  que  ha  intentado  impugnar  el  Sr.  Figueroa: 
por  lo  mismo  nada  digo  sobre  II,  dexan:lo  tambien  de  contestar  los 
p&rrafos  insignificantes^  que  sin  ser  de  lacuestion  trae  el  Sr.  Figueroa 
tan  inoportunamente  en  su  impreso,  y  que  no  contienen  mas  que 
personal idades  siempre  odiosas. 

Respt^to  como  debo  el  caracter  del  Sr.  Pezuela,  como  ministro  y 
como  ciudadano,  y  no  tengo  el  menor  motivo  de  queja  con  este  senor. 
En  sus  notas  pasadas  al  sefior  embajador  ingles,  no  hizo  mas  q|ue 
cumplir  lo  que  se  le  mando  por  la  Regencia ;  y  a  S.  A.  era  a  quien 
pertenecia  prevenir  al  Sr.  Pezuela  que  el  sentido  de  aquellas  notas 
iuese  el  de  interesar  al  senor  embajador  para  que  accediese  &  la  solici- 
tnd  que  contenian,  no  como  a  una  gracia  que  se  recomendaba  en  mi 
favor,  sino  en  favor  de  la  miHma  Regencia,  pues  que  en  ello  no  debia 
hacer  mas  que  recomendarse  a  si  miHma. 

NUMERO  I. 

Beconociendo  el  Consejo  de  Regencia  la  obligacion  sagrada  de  satis- 
facer  &  vmd.  lo  que  le  debe  la  Hacienda  p(iblica,  de  resultas  de  las  con- 
tratas  que  celebro  con  ella  para  el  surtimientode  los  exercitosen  11  de 
mayo  y  19  de  julio  dltimos,  se  ha  servido  resolver  se  reintegre  &  vmd. 
de  los  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  7 
siete  reales  7  diez  7  ocho  maravedis,  que  se  le  restan  ;  con  el  credito 
que  el  erario  tiene  contra  la  casa  de  Reid  Irving  7  Compafiia  de  L6n- 
dres,  de  CU70  cobro  va  encargado  D.  Jone  de  Iznardi;  lo  que  participo 
a  vmd.  de  orden  de  S.  A.  para  su  notiuia  7  gobierno. 

Dios  guarde  &  vmd.  muchos  alios.  Cadiz  a  25  de  noviembre  de 
1811. — Uanga  ArgUtUea. — 8r.  D,  Bicardo  Meade, 

NUMERO  II. 

El  Sr.  D.  Jos6  Canga  Argiielles,  ministro  interino  del  despacho  de 
Hacienda  de  Espafia,  habiendome  comunicado  con  fecha  25  del  pre- 
sente  mes  que  8.  A.  el  Consejo  de  Regencia  se  ha  servido  decretar  que 
88  me  paguen  dos  millones  trescientos  7  treinta  7  seis  mil  doscientos 
veinte  7  siete  reales  7  diez  7  ocho  maravedis,  los  mismos  que  me  debe 
el  Gobierno  por  saldo  de  una  contrata  de  viveres  celebrada  en  el  mes 
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de  jnlio  pr6xtn]0  pasado  con  61,  como  apoderado  de  la  casa  de  comercto 
de  L6ndre8  de  lo8  Sres.  Braimbridges  j  Browo,  yque  dicho  daldo  8er& 
pagado  de  los  fondos  procedentes  del  cr6dito  que  el  Gobierno  tiene  con- 
tra la  casa  de  los  Sres.  Reid  Irving  j  Compafiia  de  Londres,  de  cuyo 
cobro  est&  eDcargado  D.  Jose  de  IzDardi.  En  su  consecuencia  tengo 
que  8uplicar  6  V.  8.  se  sirva  darme  una  carta  orden  por  duplicado  a 
los  sefiores  comiRionados  del  Gobierno  de  Espafta  en  Jjondres,  para  que 
tenga  dicha  cantidad  Inego  que  este  recibido  &  la  disposicion  de  los 
Bres.  Baimbridges  y  Brown  de  Londres. 

Dios  guarde  a  Y.  S.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  &  25  de  noviembre  de 
1811. — Ricardo  Meade, — Sr,  2>.  Victor  Soret. 

NUMERO  III. 

En  consecuencia  de  lo  que  me  previene  el  Sr.  ministro  de  Hacienda 
de  Espalla,  en  real  6rden  de  24  de  nonembre  iiltimo,  y  de  lo  que  vmd. 
expone  en  su  papel  de  26  del  mismo  mes  ;  acoinpano  a  vmd.  aHjunta 
una  carta  orden  duplicada  contra  Don  Juan  Manuel  de  Gandarsegui, 
director  en  comision  de  la  real  compafiia  de  Filipinas  en  Ldndres,  a 
favor  de  los  Sres.  Baimbridges  y  Brown  de  aquel  comercio^  para  que 
de  los  fondos  que  entren  en  su  poder  pertenecientes  al  credito  que  el 
Gobierno  espafiol  tiene  contra  la  casa  de  los  Sres.  Reid  Irving  y  Com- 
pania,  tenga  &  disposicion  de  aquellos  la  cantidad  de  dos  miilonea  tres- 
cientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho 
maravedfs  vellon,  por  saldo  de  la  contrata  deviveresque  vmd.  oelebro 
con  la  Hacienda  publica,  y  de  su  recibo  me  dara  vmd.  aviso. 

Dies  guarde  &  vmd.  mucbos  alios.  Cadiz  7  de  diciembre  de  1812. — 
Victor  tioret. — Sr,  D.  Ricardo  Meade, 

NUMERO  IV. 

De  los  fondos  que  entren  en  poder  de  vmd.  pertenecientes  al  crgdito 
que  el  Gobierno  espafiol  tiene  contra  la  casa  de  los  Sefiores  Reid  Irving 
y  Compafiia  de  ese  comercio,  decuya  liquidacion  va  encargado  D.  Jose 
Iznardi,  se  servira  teuer  a  disposicion  de  los  Sres.  Baimbridges  y 
Brown,  tambien  de  ese  comercio,  y  baxo  su  recibo  por  duplicado,  la 
cantidad  de  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte 
y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  de  vellon  ;  los  mismos  que  el 
Consejo  de  Regencia  ha  mandado  satisfacer  por  este  medio  en  orden  de 
25  de  noviembre  ultimo  6  D.  Ricardo  Meade,  del  comercio  de  esta 
plaza,  por  saldo  de  una  contrata  de  viveres  oelebrada  por  este  con  la 
Hacienda  publica. 

Dios  guarde  &  vmd.  muchos  alios.  C&diz  T  diciembre  de  1812. —  Vic- 
tor Soret, — Sr,  D.  Juan  Manuel  de  Oanddrsegui, 

NUMERO  V. 

Acabo  de  recibir  cartas  de  mis  corresponsales  en  Inglaterra  con  la 
noticia  desagradable  de  que  la  carta  6rden  que  Y.  E.  me  mando  tacil- 
itar  del  tesorero  D.  Victor  Soret,  a  cargo  de  D.  Juan  Gandarsegui  de 
Londres,  para  la  cantidad  de  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis 
mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  en  efectivo, 
no  ha  sido  pagada  ni  lo  sera,  por  causa  de  que  la  casa  de  los  Sree. 
Reid  Irving  y  Compafiia,  declaran  no  deben  semejante  cantidad: 
tengo  que  suplicar  a  V.  E.  se  sirva  pasar  una  6rden  al  Sr.  Tesorero 


BICHABD   W.   MEADE.  701 

Seneral,  para  que  este  diga  al  Sr.  de  Gandarsegui,  pague  dicha  caoti- 
ad  sin  maB  demora,  de  cualquiera  fondos  que  pueda  recibir  de  los 
creJitos  del  Gobierno,  sia  determiDarlo  a  particular  alguuo.  V.  E. 
coDooera  el  perjuicio  que  Be  sigue  al  credito  publico  al  cabo  de  tanto 
tiempo  eu  que  la  casa  de  Loudres  interesada  en  este  asuuto,  me  e^tre- 
cha  sobre  mauera  a  su  solveacia. 

Dios  guarde  &  V.  E.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  23  de  eaero  de  1812. — 
Ricardo  Meade, — Sr.  D.  Jose  Argnelles, 

NUMERO  VI. 

'^  Con  esta  fecha  me  dice  D.  Bicardo  Meade,  que  sub  corresponsales 
en  Inglaterra  le  avisan  que  la  carta  orden  que  se  mando  le  faciiitase 
Y.  8.  a  cargo  de  D.  Juan  Manuel  Gandarsegui,  per  el  valor  de  dos 
millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  j 
diez  y  ocho  maravedis,  en  elective,  no  ha  sido  pagada  ni  lo  sera,  porque 
la  casa  de  Reid  Irving  y  Compania,  declaran  no  deber  semejante  can- 
tidad,  pidiendo  lo  comunique  a  V.  S.,  a  fin  de  que  haga  que  Gandar- 
segui  pague  dicha  cantidad,  sin  mas  demora,  de  cualquiera  fondos  que 
pueda  recibir  de  los  creditos  en  general  que  tenia  que  cobrar  por  cuenta 
del  Gobierno,  sin  tsignarlo  a  particular  al^uno,  para  evitar  por  este 
medio  el  perjuicio  que  se  sigue  al  credito  publico.  Y  habiendolo  hecho 
presente  a  la  Begencia,  me  manda  S.  A.  dar  a  Y.  S.  la  competente 
orden  como  lo  execute  para  su  gobierno."  Y  de  igual  drden  lo  tras- 
lado  a  vmd.  en  contestacion  a  su  papel  de  hoy  para  su  noticia  y  gobi- 
erno. 

Dios  guarde  a  vmd.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  23  de  enero  de  1812. — 
Canga  Argiiellea. — 8r.  D,  Bicardo  Meade. 

NDMEBO  YII. 

Con  fecha  de  24  del  corriente  me  dice  el  Sr.  Tesorero  general  en 
exercicio  lo  que  sigue : 

''  fin  real  orden  de  23  de  este  mes  me  dice  Y.  E.  que  Don  Bicardo 
Meade  ha  hecho  presente  al  Consejo  de  Begencia,  que  la  carta  orden 
que  se  le  di6  con  fecha  de  7  de  diciembre  ultimo,  a  cargo  de  Dun  Juan 
Manuel  Gandarsegui  para  satisfacer  los  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta 
y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  y  diez  maravedis,  de  los  can- 
dales  que  se  realizasen  y  debe  al  Gobierno  espanol,  por  el  ramo  de 
cousolidacion  la  casa  de  Beid  Irvicg  y  Compania  de  Londres,  ni  ha  si- 
do  pagada,  ni  lo  ser&,  porque  la  citada  casa  dice  no  debe  cantidad  al- 
guna.  Que  la  carta  orden  no  ha  sido  pagada,  es  muy  cierto^  pues  no 
se  ban  recogido  caudales  para  ello,  ni  ha  podido  hacerse,  respecto  a 
que  no  ha  mediado  tiempo  suficiente  para  que  el  comisionado  pueda 
haber  adelantado  cosa  alguna  en  este  particular:  mas  de  que  no  8er& 
pagada  por  las  razones  que  expone,  no  tengo  las  suficientes  para  per- 
suadirmelo,  pues  muy  al  contrario  el  comisionado  D.  Jos6  Maiia  Iz- 
nardi,  en  carta  8  de  este  mes,  me  dice  esperaba  los  poderes  de  los 
comisionados  de  cousolidacion  para  estacobranza,  y  como  estos  senores 
determinaron  posterior  &  la  salida  de  Iznardi  remitirlos  a  D.  Juan 
Manuel  de  Gandarsegui,  se  comuinco&este  en  15  del  pasado,  ofreci^n- 
dole  enviarle,  como  ya  lo  he  verificado^  las  cuentas,  documentor  y  po- 
deres suficientes  al  efecto  ;  &  lo  cual  me  respundio  en  8  de  este  mes, 
dici^ndomci  que  desde  luego  se  hace  cargo  de  esta  comision,  y  que 
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pondrd  todos  los  medios  para  su  bnen  exito.  En  otra  carta  de  7  de 
este  mismo  mes,  me  dice  la  casa  de  Baimbridges  y  Brown  le  ban  pre- 
sentado  la  expresada  carta  6rden,  j  me  pide  que  &  vuelta  de  correo  le 
d^  instrucciones  sobre  el  cambio  &  qae  debe  arreglarse  este  pago.  Lo 
'  qne  llevo  expaesco  a  Y.E.  no  indica  lo  que  ba  manifestado  D.  Ricardo 
Meade,  por  lo  cual  me  parece  no  se  esta  aun  en  el  caso  de  reformar  el 
crgdito  qae  se  le  he(  dado,  generaliz&ndole  bus  cartas  ordenes,  para  Ioa 
demas  caudales,  para  cuya  operacion  habria  que  recoger  las  qoe  se 
libraron,  y  acaso  perjudiciar  &  los  demas  &  qaienes  se  ban  dado  otras 
sobre  distintos  creditos.  despues  de  haber  Meade  elegido  el  de  la  casa 
de  Reid  Irving,  por  el  mas  seguro  y  breve  para  su  cobro.  Y  de  orden 
de  S.  A.  lo  traslado  &  vmd.  para  su  inteligencia  y  gobierno. 

Dios  guarde  &  vmd.  muchos  anos.  C&diz  25  de  enero  1812. — Canga 
drgHeUes, — Sr.  D.  Ricatdo  Meade. 

NUMERO  VIII. 

En  oficio  del  24  del  corriente  que  me  dirige  el  8r.  Tesorero  general 
exponi^ndome  alguna  dificultad  que  imposibilita  el  cumplimiento  de 
la  orden  de  Y.  E.  del  dia  antecedente,  sobre  la  6rdenada  por  S.  A. 
para  el  cobro  de  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos 
veinte  y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis,  que  debia  satisfacer  la 
casa  de  Reid  Irving,  sentando  que  mis  exposiciones  no  indicabaa  lo 
que  yo  manifeste  y  que  parecia  no  estarse  aun  en  el  caso  de  reformar 
el  credito  referido,  generalizando  las  cartas  ordenes  para  los  demas 
caudales,  para  cuya  operacion  babria  que  recoger  las  que  se  libraron, 
y  acaso  perjudicar  a  los  demas,  lo  cual  me  traslada  V.  E.  para  mi 
inteligencia  y  gobierno  de  orden  de  S.  A. — En  el  mismo  oficio  dice  el 
8r.  Tesorero,  no  son  razones  suficientes  las  mias  para  persuadirse  do 
seria  pagada  la  grden,  pues  muy  al  contrario,  el  comisionado  Iznardi 
con  carta  que  cita,  esperaba  los  poderes  para  esta  cobranza,  .y  que  como 
se  determinaron  posteriormente  6  su  salida  remitirlos  a  D.  Juan  Man- 
uel Gand^rsegui,  se  lo  comunico  &  este,  y  se  le  remitio  con  las  cuentas 
y  documentos  suficientes  al  efecto  ;  y  que  por  carta  de  los  Sres.  Baim- 
bridges y  Brown,  se  le  comunica  baberseles  presentado  la  expresada 
carta  orden  pidiendo  a  vuelta  de  correo  instrucciones  sobre  el  cambio 
a  que  debe  arreglarse  elpago.  Estas  a  verdad  son  razones  diametral- 
mente  opuestas  a  las  mias,  mas  no  forman  argumento  conveniente  que 
las  desvanezca.  8i  tantucoufianza  prestan  aquellas,  ^a  que  el  empeiio 
de  negar  mi  solicitud?  si  tanta  seguridad  en  el  pago  ^a  quien  podria 
perjudicarsele,  ni  como  se  dice,  no  se  esta  aun  en  el  caso  de  reformar 
el  credito?  mucbas ob»<ervaciones  pudieran  hacerse,  pero  prescindiendo 
de  ellas,  supongamos  (sin  conceder)  no  haber  antecedente  algano, 
^podria  con  fundamento  repugnarse  una  medida  precaucionaria  oomo 
la  que  he  propuesto  ?  No  he  tratado  ni  pretendo  anular  ni  renovar  la 
expresada  carta  orden.  Formemos  el  concepto  incuestionable  de  que 
mi  solicitud  se  reduce  k  que  en  el  evento  de  no  ser  pagada  dicha  can- 
tidad  6  se  demore  por  contestaciones  u  otro  motive,  se  me  reintegre  su 
importe  de  la  masa  general  sin  retardo.  ^Esta  no  es  una  solicitud 
fundaHa  en  principios  incontestables  ?  Si  aquella  casa  no  satiface, 
I  dexara  por  eso  de  serme  el  Gobierno  responsable  ?  i  los  dafioa  y  per- 
jnicios  quien  debe  sufririos  ?  Luego  si  en  nada  se  toca  &  la  citada  carta 
6rden,  si  corre  como  basta  el  dia  ^  para  que  la  oposicion  de  una  cosa 
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tan  razonable?  Y.  E.  asi  la  oooocera,  7  le  RUpIico  se  sirva  elevar  la 
reiteracion  de  mi  solicitud  6  S.  A.  8.,  &  fin  de  qne  se  digne  conceder 
conforme  &  ella,  7  en  juHta  compensacion  de  mis  infatia:able8  desv^elos 
en  Rocorrer  el  estado,  perHuadido  &  que  los  benefici  8  6  qaebrantos  que 
del  ^iro  este  se  orisrinan  son  transoendentales  al  Gobierno. 

Dios  giiarde  a  V.  E.  muchos  anos.  (Jadiz  29  de  enero  de  1812. — 
Ricardo  Meade,^-Sr,  D,  Jose  Canga  ArgiieUea, 

NUMEBO  IX. 

For  el  oficio  que  he  recibido  de  V.  S.  fecha  24  del  corriente,  advierto 
una  equivocacion  que  es  preciso  deshacer.  En  mis  solicitudes  dirigi- 
das  al  sefior  ministro  de  Hacienda  7  a  V.  S.  relativas  al  pagamento 
de  la  carta  orden  de  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  7  seis  mil  doscien- 
tos  veinte  7  siete  reales  7  diez  7  echo  maravedis,  cu7a  carta  orden  me 
facilit6  v.  S.  en  7  de  diciembre  ultimo,  no  he  solicitado  su  renovacion 
de  modo  alguno.     En  dos  p&rrafbs  del  oficio  que  en  aquel  dia  remiti 

6  y.  S.  bastante  expresivo  est&,  que  en  caso  de  no  ser  pagada  dicha 
cantidad  por  las  razones  que  ezpuse,  6  se  demore  proporcionar  las 
ordenes  conducentes  para  que  satistaciesen  de  la  masa  general  los 
enunciados  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  7  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte 

7  siete  reales  7  diez  7  ocho  maravedis,  esto  no  constitu7e  la  nulidad 
ni  renovacion  de  la  carta  orden  ;  es  una  medida  que  Y.  S.  debio  en  mi 
concepto  tomar  por  bi,  para  precaver  perjuicios,  en  honor  4  su  firma, 
7  sobre  todo  del  credito  publico,  en  CU70  concepto  reitero  a  Y.  8.  mi 
solicitud  del  dia  24  para  que  tenga  la  bondad  de  acceder  a  tan  justa 
pretension. 

Dios  guarde  &  Y.  8.  muchos  afios.  Cadiz  26  de  enero  de  1812. — 
Ricardo  Meade. — Sr,  D,  Victor  ticret. 

NUMERO  X. 

Enterada  la  Regencia  del  papel  de  vmd.  de  a7er,  en  que  solicita  la 
prefixacion  del  cambio  de  los  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  7  seis 
mil  doscientos  veinte  7  siete  reales  7  diez  7  ocho  maravedis  vellon, 
que  le  fueron  librados  sobre  Londres  por  saldo  de  harinas  entregadas 
al  Gobieruo  en  julio  ultimo  :  se  ha  servido  resolver,  que  el  Tenorero 
general  arregle  con  vmd.  dicho  cambio  segun  corresponda.  Y  de  orden 
de  8.  A.  lo  aviso  a  vmd.  para  su  inteligencia  7  gobierno,  teniendo 
entendido  que  con  esta  fecha  le  comunico  la  conveniente  al  citado 
Tesorero  general  para  su  cumplimiento. 

Dios  guarde  a  vmd.  muchos  afios.  Cadiz  16  de  abril  de  1812. — 
RomaniUos. — 8r.  D.  Ricardo  Meade. 

NUMERO  XI. 

Conteaiadon  vervalj  que  did  el  8r.  Soret  a  un  dependiente  de  Meade , 

certijicada  por  el  mismo. 

Habiendome  presentado  al  Sr.  de  8oret,  para  suplicarle  diese  la 
orden  al  oficial  del  Gobierno^  para  que  me  entregase  la  carta  de  aviso 
al  8r.  de  Oandarsegni,  arreglando  el  cambio  de  los  dos  millones  tres- 
cientos treinta  7  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  7  siete  reales,  &  cuarenta  7 
siete  segun  me  dixo  vmd.  haber  acordado  con  €1  mismo,  ha  contestado 
con  poca  diferiencia  lo  que  sigue : 

**  Este  68  an  asunto  en  que  es  menester  7a  hablar  con  toda  claridad, 
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tanto  porque  asi  es  preciso,  como  para  que  el  Sr.  D.  Bicardo  no  d\^ 
luego  que  no  ha  enteDclido  el  castellano  que  70  hablo  :  yo  he  hablado 
como  hombre  de  caract^r,  y  le  cumplire  la  oferta  que  le  he  hecho,  de 
que  dare  la  orden  a  Oand&rsegui  para  que  arregle  el  cambio  k  cua- 
renta  y  siete  cuando  verifique  el  pago  seguu  y  couforme  ezpresan  las 
condicioues  para  veriBcarse  dicho  pago,  de  los  caudales  que  alii  se  le 
sellalan ;  y  de  cualquier  otrofl'fondos  que  haya  hecho  6  pueda  haoer  el 
pago,  no  tendo  autoridad  para  ello  ni  el  Gobierno  lo  puede  aprobar. 

En  cuanto  6  la  orden,  puede  con  tar  como  de  hecho,  que  se  la  enviare 
&  Oand&rsegui,  pero  como  los  caudales,  de  que  ha  de  haoer  el  pago, 
no  estan  aun  realizados,  lo  mismo  8er&  enviarla  por  el  paquete  que 
sale  maiiana,  que  por  otro  que  le  siga. 

Expliquelo  vmd.  asi  al  Sr.  D.  Kicardo,  para  que  no  diga  luego  que 
no  ha  entendido  mi  castellano." — Mariano  Lassaleta. 

NUMERO  XII. 

En  contestacion  al  oficio  que  ha  servido  Y.  8.  dirigirme  con  fecha 
de  h»»y,  y  al  recado  verbal  que  se  sirvio  V.  S.  mandarme  por  D.  Mari- 
ano Lassaleta,  uno  de  mis  dependieutes,  de  que  daria  al  Sr.  de  Gan- 
darsegui  la  orden,  para  que  con  arreglo  a  las  mismas  condiciones  con 
que  le  se  sefialaban  en  las  letras  y  cartas  de  aviso,  pagase  de  los  can- 
dales  que  alii  se  le  seiialaban,  la  carta  orden  de  los  dos  millones  dos- 
cientos  treiuta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veiote  y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  echo 
maravedis,  que  me  dio  V.  8.  en  virtud  de  orden  del  Consejo  de  Regan- 
cia,  expresando  que  bien  entendido  que  de  cualquier  otro  modo  que  se 
hubiera  hecho  6  pudiera  hacerse  dicho  pago  seria  nulo,  lo  que  V.  8. 
queria  expresarme  con  toda  claridad  para  que  no  alegase  yo  mala  in- 
teligencia  de  su  lenguage.  Debo  manifestar  a  Y.  8.  con  igual  clari- 
dad, a  pesar  de  que  se  me  ha  informado  que  le  consta  k  Y.  8.  lo  mismo 
por  oficio  de  Inglaterra,  que  yo  envie  a  Londres  el  oficio  original  que 
el  sefior  ministro  de  Hacienda  me  paso  con  fecha  de  23  de  enero  ulti- 
mo, traslad&odome  la  orden  comnnicada  a  Y.  8.,  en  que  mandaba  8. 
A.  que  se  me  pagase  dicha  carta  6rden,  no  de  los  fbndos  procedentes 
de  la  casa  de  Reid  Irving  y  Compania,  segun  se  expresaba  en  la  orden 
original,  y  que  yo  mismo  habia  hecho  presente  no  existian  de  resultas 
de  avisos  recibidos  de  la  misma  casa,  sino  de  cualesquiera  otros  fondos 
que  tuviese  el  Sr.  Gand&rsegui  perteuecientes  al  Gobierno.  En  con- 
secuencia  de  dicho  oficio  original  presentado  al  Sr.  de  Gand&rsegui,  y 
en  vista  de  que  el  gobierno  ingles  se  habia  prestado  al  pago  de  cierta 
cantidad  de  dinero  &  dicho  Senor,  &  fuerza  de  las  repetidas  instancias 
de  la  casa  de  Baimbridges  y  Brown,  en  cuyo  poder  se  hallaba  la  orden 
dada  k  mi,  y  otras  varias,  y  en  honor  a^i  mismo  de  la  nacion,  el  8r.  de 
Gand&rs(  gui,  pago  parte  de  dicha  orden;  pero  como  llevaba  prefixado 
el  cambio,  solo  dio  a  cuenta  la  cantidad  de  veinte  y  cinco  mil  ochoci- 
entas  cincuenta  y  seis  libras  esterlinas  trece  reales  y  ocho  maravedis, 
que  al  cambio  de  cuarenta  y  siete,  hacen  reales  de  vellon  un  millon 
novecientos  noventa  y  ocho  mil  doscientos  setenta  y  ocho  y  veinte  ma- 
ravedis, faltando  por  consiguiente  para  el  complete  de  la  orden,  tresci- 
entos  cuarenta  y  siete  mil  novecientos  cuarenta  y  ocho  reales  y  treinta 
y  dps  maravedis,  que  al  mismo  cambio  de  cuarenta  y  siete,  hacen  cua- 
tro  mil  quinieatan  veinte  y  cuatro  libras  esterlinas  diez  y  ocho  reales 
y  cuatro  maravedis.   Pase  oficio  al  senor  ministro  de  Hacienda^  refiri- 
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endo  el  caso  en  15  del  oorriente,  y  snpliqn^  se  sirviese  mandar,  que  se 
me  arreglase  dicho  cambio,  para  que  el  Sr.  de  Gand&rsegni  pudiese 
proceder  6  la  liquidacion  de  una  drden  dada  en  pago  de  harinas  entre- 
gadas  en  el  mes  de  jnlio  del  afio  pasado,  y  la  contestacion  de  dicho 
Senor  con  fecha  de  16  del  corriente,  esta  en  an  todo  conforme  con  la 
que  he  pedido,  mayormente  coanto  por  contrata  celebrada  posterior- 
mente  con  el  supremo  Gobierno,  y  firmada  por  V.  8.  como  oomisionado 
de  8U  parte,  se  estipulo,  que  en  el  caso  que  no  fuese  pagada  dicha  carta 
6rden  de  los  fondos  indicados,  que  se  daria  nueva  orden  6  letras  para 
sa  inmediato  pago.  En  sn  consecuencia,  suplico  a  V.  8.  se  sirya  pasar 
una  6rden  6  dicho  8ellor  Gand&rsegui  cefiida  tan  solamente  6  que  arre* 
gle  el  cam  bio  de  dicha  carta  orden  6  cuarenta  y  siete  peniques  por 
peso. 

Dios  guarde  a  V.  8.  mnchos  anos.  Cadiz  a  25  de  abril  de  1812. — 
Sicardo  Meoide, — 8r.  D.  Victor  Soret. 

NUMERO  XIII. 

En  consecuencia  de  lo  que  se  me  ha  prevenido  por  8.  A.  en  orden 
de  16  de  este  mes,  para  el  arreglo,  del  cambio,  &  que  deben  ajustarse 
los  dos  millones  trescientos  trciuta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete 
reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  de  vellon  de  mi  carta  orden  6  cargo  de 
D.  Juan  Manuel  de  Gandarsogui,  y  haber  acordado  como  vmd.  el  de 
cuarenta  y  siete  peniques  por  peso  de  ciento  veinte  y  ocho  cuartos, 
desde  luego  dar6  la  orden  competente  por  la  primeraocasion,  para  que 
al  tiempo  de  hacer  Gand&rsegui  el  pago  de  dicha  carta  orden  de  lo8< 
fondos  designados  &  61  sobre  el  cr€dito  que  tiene  la  nacion  contra  lai 
casa  de  Beid  Irving  y  Compania  de  L6ndres,  se  arregle  al  precio  de 
los  citados  cuarenta  y  siete  peniques.  Lo  que  aviso  &  vmd.  para  su 
gobierno  en  respuenta  &  su  o6cio  de  23  de  este  mes. 

Dios  guarde  4  vmd.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  25  de  abril  de  1812. — FtV 
tor  Soret, — Sr.  D.  Ricardo  Meade, 

NUMERO  XIV. 

lie  tenido  el  honor  de  dirigir  varias  representaciones  al  anteoesor  de- 
y.  E.  relativas  al  arreglo  del  c&mbio  de  una  letra  que  me  dio  por 
6rden  de  8.  A.  el  tesorero  general  con  fecha  de  7  de  diciembre  de  1811 
de  reales  de  vellon  dos  millones  doscientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos 
veinte  siete  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  sobre  D.  Juan  Manual  de  Gand&r- 
segui  de  Londres^  la  cual  estaba  prefixada  en  reales  de  vellon  en  efec- 
tivo,  sin  sefialarse  el  cimbio  que  debia  arreglarse  para  su  reduccion  k 
moneda  esterlina  de  aquel  pais.  Al  tiempo  de  girar  el  Gobierno  esta 
letra  sellald  para  su  pago  unos  fondos,  que  suponia  tener  en  manos  de 
los  8re8.  Reid  Irving  y  compania  de  aquel  comercio  ;  pero  habiendo 
esta  casa  declarado  al  tenedor  de  dicha  letra  que  no  tenia  semejantes 
fondos,  pertenecientes  al  Gobierno  espaflol,  hice  una  representacion  al 
supremo  Consejo  de  Regencia  por  medio  del  8f .  D.  JosS  Canga  Ar- 
guelles,  pidienao  que  se  diese  orden  al  8r.  de  Gand&rsegui,  para  que 
pagase  dicha  letra  de  cualesquiera  fondos  del  €k)bierno  espanol  q^re 
tuviese  en  su  mano  :  &  la  cual  se  sirvio  8.  A.  acceder  traslad&nc*  na 
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ana  6rd6n,  qne  copiada  &  la  letra  dice  asi :  '^Al  tesorero  general  oom- 
unico  en  este  dia  lo  siguiente :  Con  esta  fecha  me  dice  D.  Ricardo 
Meade  que  sub  corresponsales  en  Inglaterra  le  avisan,  que  la  carta-orden 
que  se  mando  la  facilitase  V.  8.  6  cargo  de  Juan  Manuel  de  Grand&rae- 
gui  por  el  valor  de  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos 
yeinte  y  eiete  reales  y  diez  y  echo  maravedis  en  efectivo,  no  ha  side 
pagada  ni  lo  sera,  porque  la  caBa  de  Beid  Irving  y  compailia  declaran 
no  deber  semejante  cantidad,  pidiendo  la  oomunique  &  Y.  S.  &  fin  de 

3ue  declare  que  Gand&rsegui  pague  dicha  cantidad  sin  mas  demora 
e  cualesquiera  fondoB  que  pueda  recibir  de  los  cr^ditoe  en   general 
que  tiene  que  cobrar  por  contrata  del  Oobierno,  sin  asignarlo  a  parti- 
cular algUQO,  para  evitar  por  este  medio  el  perjuicio  que  se  sigue  al 
cr^dito  publico  ;  y  habiendolo  hecho  presente  i  la  Begencia,  me  manda 
8.  A.  dar  6  Y.  8.  la  competente  orden,  oomo  lo  execute  para  su  cum- 
plimiento.     Y  de  igual  drden  lo  traslado  &  Yd.  en  cotestacion  a  su 
papel  de  hoy,  para  bu  noticia  y  gobierno."     Bemiti  immediatamente 
&  Ldndres  una  copia  certificada  por  el  consul  de  8.  M.  B.  en  esta  plaza 
de  este  oficio,  el  cual  fue  presentado  al  gobierno  ingles,  y  al  Senor  de 
Gand&rsegui,  quien  en  honor  del  credito  nacional  y  de  la  firma  del 
8r.  8oret,  tesorero  general,  pago  dicha  carta-orden  al  cambio  de  cua* 
renta,  reservando  el  resto  en  depositio  hasta  que  se  le  avisase  haberse 
arreglado  el  cambio  por  el  tesorero  general  ;  y  habiendo  yo  quedado 
de  acuerdo  en  que  dicho  cambio  sea  de  cuarenta  y  siete,  solo  resta  que 
Y.  E.  se  fiirva  comunicar  la  correspondiente  orden  para  el  arreglo  de* 
finitivo  de  este  asunto.     Posteriormente  en  contrata  celebrada  con  D. 
Miguel  de  Lobo,  D.  Ildefonso  Buiz  del  Bio,  y  el  mismo  tesorero  general 
como  comisionados  del  supremo  Gobierno,  y  aprobado  por  8.   A.   el 
supremo  Consejo  de  Begencia,  fue  convenido  entre  otras  cosas  :  '^  Que 
el  Gobierno  quedaria  en  la  obligacion  de  arreglar  todas  las  cuentas 
que  tenia  pendieutes  con  Meade,  y  mandar  el  pago  de  la  carta-orden 
dada  sobre  Londres,  luego  que  haya  aviso  de  que  no  seria  prontamente 
pagada,  subrogando  en  su  lugar  ordenes  6  letras  por  otras  cantidades 
que  tenga  la  real  Hacienda  en  aquella  plaza."     Se  concluyo  esta  con- 
trata en  27  de  febrero  ultimo,  tres  meses  desde  esta  fecha,  y  en  este 
tiempo  no  he  podido  conseguir  yo  la  orden  citada,  sin  embargo  de  toda 
la  Bolemnidad  de  la  contrata  que  el  mismo  8r.  tesorero  general  hizo 
mas  fuerte  con  bu  firma.     La  letra  fue  pagada  al  cambio  de  cuarenta, 
este  iue  arreglado  al  de  cuarenta  y  siete,  y  solo  ialta  una  orden  de 
Y.  E.  para  que  pague  Gandarsegui  la  diferencia  que  resulta  de  cual- 
esquier  fondos  que  tenga  en  su  poder  del  Gobierno.     Me  es  imposible 
creer  que  el  supremo  Gobierno  quiera  dexar  por  mas  tiempo  que  este 
asunto  quede  en  tal  estado  con  perjuicio  y  descr^dito  del  honor  y  buena 
fe  del  Gobierno  y  nacion  espanola,  y  con  un  daiio  excesivo  de  mi  casa 
de  comercio,  que  tantas  perdidas  ha  sutrido  de  resultas  de  este  asunto. 
El  Gobierno  esta  solemnemente  comprometido  al  arreglo  y  pago  de 
esta  letra,  el  tesorero  general  igualmente  por  haber  firmado  en  nom- 
bre  del  Gobierno,  y  yo  debo  esperar  que  la  buena  fe,  con  que  he  reci* 
bido  SUB  obligaciones,  no  venga  a  ser  la  primera  causa  de  mi  ruina. 

Dies  guarde  a  Y.  E.  muchos  anos.    Cadiz  a  27  de  Mayo  de  1812. — 
Bicardo  Meade. — Uxcmo.  Sr.  D.  Jose  Vaxquez^  Figueroa. 
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NUMERO  XV, 


En  la  oontrata  oelebrada  conmigo  en  27  de  febrero  filtimo  entre  D. 
Victor  Soret,  D.  Miguel  de  Lobo,  j  D.  Ildefonso  Baiz  del  Bio,  como 
comisionodos  del  Gobierno,  la  cual  fu^  despues  aprobada  por  el  supre* 
mo  Consejo  de  Begencia,  hay  un  articulo,  qae  copiado  &  la  letra 
dice  asi:  ^^£1  Grobierno  qneda  en  la  obligacion  de  arreglar  todas  las 
caentas  que  tiene  pendientes  con  Meade,  y  en  mandar  el  pago  de  la 
carta- orden,  dada  sobre  Londres  luego  que  haya  aviso  de  que  no  sevk 
prontamente  pagada,  subrogando  en  su  lugar  6rdene8  6  letras  por  otras 
cantidades  que  tenga  la  Hacienda  publico  en  aqnella  plaza."  Y  me- 
diante  a  que  el  tesorero  general  ha  quedado  de  acuerdo  conmigo  en 
que  el  cam  bio  de  dicha  carta-brden  sea  el  de  cuarenta  y  siete  peniques 
por  peso,  solo  falta  que  V.  E.  se  sirva  pasar  sn  orden  para  el  arreglo 
difinitivo  de  esta  cuenta.  Sin  embargo  de  ouentas  gestiones  he  hecno 
para  conduir  las  otras  cuentas  que  tengo  pendientes^  nada  he  podido 
conseguir,  y  asi  tengo  que  suplicar  a  V.  E.  se  sirva  hacerlo  presentea 
8.  A.  para  que  se  sirva  mandar  al  tesorero  general,  que  arregle  j 
pague  mis  cuentas,  estando  yo  pronto  a  recibir  en  pago  nn  libramiento 
Bobre  la  Habana  en  el  miumo  drden  que  los  que  he  recibido  de  la  junta 
Superior  de  esta  ciudad. 

Dios  guarde  a  V.  E.  muchos  anos.  C&diz  &  27  de  Junio  de  1812. 
— Bioardo  Meade, — Eax^mo.  8r.  D,  Jo8%  Vazquez  tigueroa. 

NDMEBO  XVI. 

Con  presencia  de  las  exposiciones  de  vmd.  de  27  de  mayo,  y  7  de 
junio  ultimos,  haresueltola  Begenciadel  reyno,  queal  mismotiempo 
que  D.  Juan  Manuel  de  Gandirsegui  satisfaga  a  vmd. -con  las  canti- 
dades que  perciba  de  la  casa  de  Beid  Irving  los  dos  millones  trescien- 
t08  treintay  seis  mildoscientosveintey  siete  realesy  diez  y  ochomara- 
Tedis,  segun  se  le  previno  en  7  de  diciembre  de  1811,  y  confirmo  en 
18  de  abril  pr&ximo  anterior,  arregle  el  cambio  de  esta  suma  al  pre- 
cio  de  cuarenta  y  siete  peniques  por  peso  de  ciento  veinte  y  ocho  cuar- 
tos,  conforme  &  lo  acordado,  filtimamente  con  el  tesorero  general ;  per- 
fiuadiendose  S.  A.  que  no  habrd  mucha  dilacion  en  estos  pagos,  respeto 
de  haberse  entablado  ya  demanda  judicial  contra  la  citada  casa  de 
Irving  ;  pero  que  si  por  algun  accidente  imprevisto  se  retrasase  mas 
tiempo  que  el  de  seis  meses,  arreglar&  el  Gobierno  el  modo  de  satisfa- 
cer  &  ymd.  con  otros  fondos  este  los  demas  erudites  pendientes,  presen- 
tando  en  este  caso  la  carta-  6rden  que  se  le  dio  en  7  de  diciembre  a 
cargo  de  Gand&rsegui  por  el  valor  de  aquella  snma.  Lo  que  participo 
a  vmd.  de  orden  de  8.  A.  para  su  inteligencia  y  gobierno. 

Dios  guarde  a  vmd.  muchos  alios.  C&diz  4  de  julio  do  1812. — 
JFigtteroa.'^Sr.  D.  Ricardo  Meade. 

NUMEBO  XVII. 

Por  el  oficio  que  con  fecha  4  del  corriente  me  ha  diri^ido  V»  E, 
oomunic&ndome  que  con  presencia  de  mis  exposiciones,  habia  resuelto 
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S.  A.  que  al  mismo  tiempo  que  D.  Jaan  Manuel  de  Gand&negni  me 
satisfaga  oon  las  cantidades  que  perciba  de  la  casa  de  Reid  Irving  los 
dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y  siete 
reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  vellon,  segun  le  habia  prevenido  en  7 
de  diciembre  de  1811,  y  confirmado  en  18  de  abril  del  signiente, 
arreglase  el  cambio  en  razon  de  cuarenta  y  siete  peniqaes  por  peso  de 
ciento  viente  y  ocho  cuartos  conforme  a  lo  acordado  tiltimamente  con 
el  tesorero  general,  persuadi^ndose  S.A.  que  no  habria  mucha  dilacion 
en  estos  pagos  por  naberse  ya  entablade  demanda  judicial  contra  la 
citada  casa ;  pero  que  si  por  algnn  incidente  imprevisto  se  retardase 
mas  tiempo  que  el  de  seis  meses,  arreglaria  el  Grobierno  el  modo  d^ 
sa^isfacerme  con  otros  fondos  este  y  los  demas  cr^ditos  pendientes.  £1 
ultimo  capitulo  de  la  contrata,  que  por  oomision  del  superior  Gobierno 
celebraron  conmigo  el  senor  tesorero  general,  y  los  Sres,  D.  Miguel 
Lobo  y  D.  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Bio  en  27  de  febrero  Ultimo,  es  a  saber: 
^^  El  Gobierno  qneda  en  la  obligacion  de  arreglar  todas  las  cuentas  que 
tenga  pendientes  con  Meade,  y  en  mandar  el  p&go  de  la  carta-orden 
dada  sobre  Loudres  luego  que  haya  aviso  de  que  no  ser&  prontamente 
pagada,  subrogando  en  su  lugar  ordenes  6  letras  por  otras  cantidades 
que  tenga  la  Hacienda  pdblica  en  aquella  plaza.  Por  este  solemne 
convenio  advertir&  V.  £.  no  podia  esperarse  la  resolucion  que  se  tomo 

Sor  el  oficio  a  que  se  contrae :  una  vez  establecido  en  febrero  el  pago 
e  los  dos  millones  seiscientos  treinta  y  seis  mil  doscientos  veinte  y 
siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis,  luego  que  hubiese  aviso  de  no  ser 
prontamente  satisfecha  la  drden  dada  sobre  Ldndres,  debio  religiosa- 
mente,  conforme  a  lo  contratado,  subrogarse  otras  en  su  lugar,  6  en 
letras  hast  a  en  la  misma  cantidad  que  tuviese  la  Hacienda  publica  en 
aquella  plaza."  El  solo  caso  para  retardar  su  cumplimiento  seria 
unicamente  la  falta  de  de  fondos  en  ella,  mas  no  siendo  asi,  como  por 
notoriedad  consta,  no  hay  un  fundamento  en  que  pueda  sostenerse  la 
tesoreria  mayor  sin  directamente  pugnar  con  la  razon,  que  no  es 
creible  sin  una  equivocacion  involuntaria,  para  que  por  su  informe  no 
se  iranqueen  inmediatamente  las  ordenes  6  letras  pagaderas  por  igual 
cantidad  de  los  caudales  pertenecientes  al  Qobierno  espanol  en  Londres. 
Estas  obvias  y  convincentes  razones  no  hubieron  de  tenerse  presentes 
por  la  tesoreria  mayor  al  tiempo  de  extender  lo,  sin  embargo  de  que 
mtervino  en  la  contrata  firmada  por  el  senor  tesorero  D.  Victor  ^'oret, 
aunque  no  se  haga  reparable  porque  sus  muchos,  delicados  y  duros 
negocios  pudieran  retraerle  de  la  memoria  los  verdaderos  pasages  y 
antecedentes,  no  siendo  l&cil  recordarlos  sin  ellos  a  la  vista  ;  porque  a 
tenerlos  presentes  hubiera  franqueado  letras  pagaderas  en  Ldndres  por 
la  misma  cantidad  de  los  dos  millones  trescientos  treinta  y  seis  mil 
doscientos  veinte  y  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  en  la  forma 
convenida.  Y.  E.  roe  dispensara  el  honor  de  exponer  a  S.  A.  8.  estas 
reflextones,  para  que  con  su  prevision  y  rectitud  me  evite  el  trastorno 
que  amenaza  al  curso  de  mis  negocios  mercantiles,  que  tanto  interes  y 
parte  debe  tomar  en  ellos  por  los  subministros  con  que  de  toda  especie 
ha  podido  contar  siempre  hasta  ahora,  y  que  no  le  seria  dable  en 
adelante  ;  mandando  para  su  remedio,  que  su  tesorero  mayor  en  exer* 
cicio,  en  cumplimiento  de  lo  establecido  en  la  contrata  referida  en  27 
de  febrero  ultimo,  le  facilite  las  ordenes  6  letras  respectivas  hasta  en 
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la  citada  oantidad  de  los  dos  millones  trescientos  treiata  y  seis  mil 
doscientos  veinte  j  siete  reales  y  diez  y  ocho  maravedis  yellon,  paga- 
deros  en  Ldndres  de  los  fondoB  que  en  aqnella  plaza  tenga  la  Hacienda 
p6blica. 

Dios  gnarde  &  V.  E.  muchos  anos.     C&diz  a  11  de  julio  de  1812. — 
Micardo  Meade. — Excmo.  Sr.  D.  Josi  Vazquez  Figueroa. 


NUMERO  XVIII. 

Don  Eicardo  Meade  ooJitrata  oon  la  junta  superior  de  Cdliz  loa  efecto  ? 
que  ee  eocpresardn  abaxo^  d  las  precioSj  y  oon  las  condiciones  sigul- 
erUea: 

13,000  barriles  de  harina  &... 16f  ps.  fs 217,750 

1,600  quin  tales  de  arroz  & Ibidem 9,750 

500  barriles  came  del  norte  &..16    idem 8,000 

460  idem  de  tocino  & 22    idem 9  900 


Ps.  fs 245,400 


Todos  estos  efectos  ser&n  de  bnena  calidad  a  satisfaccion  de  la  junta, 
y  se  recibir&n  en  el  t^rmino  de  veinte  dias  contados  desde  que  se  firme 
la  contrata,  debiendo  ser  entregados  en  tierra ;  pero  si  &  la  junta  Su- 
perior le  acomndase  que  queden  en  los  almacenes  de  Meade,  y  disponer 
so  recibo  parcialmente,  quedard  a  su  arbitrio,  pagando  el  ooste  de  al- 
macenage  desde  el  dia  15  de  enero  proximo. 


PAGO. 

La  junta  Superior  verificara  el  pago  baxo  su  responsabilidad  en  los 
t&rminos  siguientes : 

70^000  ps.  fs.  en  letras  del  Gobierno,  mitad  &  treinta,  y  mitad  a  so- 

senta  dias  vista  sobre  la  Habana,  que  endosara  la 
junta  a  favor  de  Meade,  baxo  condicion  de  que  estas 
letras  ser&n  por  cantidad  de  setenta  y  cinco  mil 
duros,  incluso  el  cambio  sobre  la  Habana,  convenido 
en  estos  t^rminos : 

88,000  ps.  fs.  pagaderos  en  Ldndres  por  carta-drden  del  tesorero  gen- 
eral director  del  giro,  a  cargo  del  Sr.  Gandarsegui, 
quien  debera  satistacerlos  de  los  caudales  que  entren 
en  su  poder  por  cuenta  del  Gobierno :  el  cambio  se 
arreglara  a  cuarenta  y  siete  pequines  por  peso  de 
ciento  veinte  y  ocho  cuartos,  y  las  libras  esterlinas 
de  su  importe  ban  de  ser  pagadas  dentro  del  t^rmino 
precise  de  cinco  meses,  pasado  el  cual,  si  no  estu- 
viese  satisfecho  su  importCi  sera  del  cargo  de  la  junta 
Superior  satisfacerlo. 
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88,000  ps.  fs.  en  efectivo  pagaderos  de  los  primeros  caadales  qtie 

ciba  el  Gobierno  procedentes  de  Nueva-Espafla  6  del 
Peril,  de  cnya  cantidad  tomara  el  competente  libra- 
miento  la  junta  Superior,  quien  lo  endosara  a  favor 
de  Meade  para  que  haga  el  nso  que  tenga  por  con- 
veniente  de  ^1. 


246,000  ps.  fs. 


Esta  contrata  debera  ser  sancionada  por  el  supremo  CJonsejo  de  He- 
gencia  en  el  termino  de  tree  dias,  durante  el  cual  se  hara  saber  a  D. 
Bicardo  Meade  la  resolucion  de  S.  A.,  y  si  fuere  la  de  su  aprobacion, 

Juedara  en  todas  sus  partes  ratificada,  y  se  otorgara  el  competente 
ocumento  entre  la  junta  Superior  y  el  referido  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 
Cadiz  18  de  diciembre  de  1812. — Meade. — Buk. 

Y  mediante  a  que  por  el  Consejo  de  Begeocia  ba  sido  aprobada  la 
referida  contrata,  segun  consta  de  oficio  comunicado  con  fecba  19  de 
este  mes  por  el  $r.  Ministro  int^rino  de  Hacienda^  quedan  obligadas 
las  partes  contratantes  al  cumplimiento  de  cuanto  en  clla  se  contiene. 
Cadiz  22  de  diciembre  de  1812. — Simon  de  Agreda^  vice-presidente. 
Jose  Manud  de  Vadillo^  vocal  secretario  interino. 

NUMEBO  XIX. 

Contrata  celebrada  en  eate  dia  por  el  Oobiemo  espanol  con  D.  Siccardo 
Meade^  dd  oomerdo  de  esta  cittdad^  de  loa  e/ectoa  sigwumtea : 

D.  Bicardo  Meade  se  obliga  a  entregar  &  disposicion  del  Grobierno, 
por  iguales  partes  en  los  meses  de  marzo  y  abril,  catorce  mil  barriles 
de  harina  al  precio  de  diez  y  seis  y  tres  cuartos  pesos  fuertes  barril. 
Dos  mil  y  quinientos  quintales  de  arroz,  &  ocho  pesos  fuertes  quintal. 
Ochocientos  barriles  de  came  salada,  a  diez  y  ocho  pesos  fi^ertes  barril ; 
y  seiscientos  barriles  de  tocino,  a  veinte  y  cuatro  pesos  fuertes  barril ; 
cuyos  prccios  se  entienden  puestos  en  tierra  en  Ion  almacenes  del  ven- 
dedor,  y  que  todos  los  citados  efectos  ban  de  ser  de  calidad  &  satiafiic- 
cion  de  la  persona  comisionada  por  el  Gobierno  para  el  recibo. 

El  Gobierno  dara  en  p6go  una  libranza  sobre  las  caxas  de  Vera  Cruz, 
&  treinta  dias  vista,  de  trescientos  mil  pesos  fuertes,  que  ser&  abonada 
&  Meade  en  parte  del  valor  de  dichos  efectos,  con  rebaxa  de  quince  por 
ciento  en  la  cantidad  de  doscientos  cincuenta  y  cinco  mil  pesos  fuertes, 
y  el  resto  lo  pagarfi.  el  Gobierno  en  C&diz  el  dia  treinta  y  uno  de  mayo 
proximo  prefixo.  Esta  libranza  ^erk  recomendada  al  virey  de  Mexico 
con  las  ordenes  mas  precisas.  Meade  podr6  exportar  los  trescientos 
mil  pesos  fuertes  libres  de  derechos  para  el  puerto  que  le  acomodase,  j 
tendra  la  libertad  de  enviar  un  buque  espanol  6  ingles  para  verificarlo. 
Si  el  buque  fuere  espailol,  ira  cargado,  u  en  lastre,  conforme  6  las  leyes 
de  Espana.  Si  fuere  ingles,  ira  precisamente  en  lastre,  j  en  &mbo6 
casos  podr&  enviar  persona  de  su  confiauza  para  evacuar  este  negocio. 

Si  convinieee  a  Meade  continuar  la  contrata  por  valor  de  un  millon 
de  pesos  fuertes  maS|  baxo  los  mismos  precios  j  condiciones,  y  el 
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Gk)bierno  conviene  en  ello,  Meade  qaeda  obligado  i  avisar  intea  de 
▼einte  y  cinco  de  abril  sn  coDformidad,  j  hard  la  entrega  per  meses  en 
la  misma  proporcion  senalada,  entregandosele  las  letras  por  el  total 
valor. 

En  el  caso  de  continnar  esta  oontrata  por  el  valor  de  un  millon  de 
pesos  fuertes  mas,  segun  qneda  expresado,  los  precios  convenidos  se 
ban  de  entender  &  recibir  el  Qobierno  los  efectos  k  bordo  por  este  valor, 
siendo  de  sa  cuenta  todos  los  gastos. 

El  Gobierno  qneda  en  la  obligacion  de  arreglar  todas  las  cnentas 
qne  tenga  pendientes  con  Meade,  j  en  mandar  el  p&go  de  la  carta- 
6rden  dada  sobre  Ldndres,  luego  que  baya  aviso  de  qne  no  sera  pronta- 
mente  pagada,  snbrogando  en  sn  lugar  ordenes  6  letras  por  otras  can- 
tidades  qne  tenga  la  Hacienda  publica  en  aqnella  plaza. 

Se  firman  dos  de  ignal  tenor,  una  para  cada  parte.  C&diz  27  de 
febrero  de  1812.  Firmado. — Ricardo  Meade, — Por  comision  del  su- 
perior Gobierno— Ffc^or  Soret. — Miguel  Loho. — IldefoMo  Rui%  del 
Rio. 

NUMERO  XX. 

ITabiendos^  servido  8.  M.  las  Cbrtes  generales  y  extraordinarias  dar 
sa  aprobacion  &  la  proposicion  hecba  por  vmd.  para  facilitar  treinta 
mil  barriles  de  barina,  ha  acordado  el  Consejo  de  Regencia*  se  cierre 
el  trato  en  cantidad  de  doce  mil  barriles  finicamente^  &  razon  de  diez 
y  siete  pesos,  segun  lo  concluido  en  la  filtima  conferencia  conmigo, 
pagaderos  la  mitad  de  su  importe  de  los  primeros,  y  la  otra  de  los 
segnndos  caudales  qne  vinieren  de  America,  baxo  las  condiciones  pro- 
puestas  en  el  papel  de  vmd.  de  20  del  corriente  ;  para  cuyo  cnmpli- 
miento  comunico  con  esta  fecba  las  ordenes  oportunas ;  y  &  fin  de 
baoer  mas  expedita  la  remesa,  ha  determinado  tambien  8.  A.  que 
vmd.  se  encargue  de  los  gastos  de  embarque,  incluy€ndolos  en  su 
cuenta. 

Dios  gnarde  &  vmd.  mnchos  anos.  C6diz  21  de  enero  de  1812. — 
Canga  ArgUeUea. — 8r.  D.  Ricardo  Meade. 

NUMERO  XXI. 

Con  esta  fecba  comunico  al  Intendente  subdelegado  de  rentas  de 
esta  plaza  y  provincia,  la  6rden  que  sigue : 

''  De  las  harinas  contratadas  por  D.  Ricardo  Meade,  tiene  este  que 
remitir  doce  mil  barriles  desde  esta  plaza,  para  las  de  Cartagena  y 
Alicante,  con  el  objeto  importantisimo  de  la  provision  de  la  tropa  de 
las  mismas  ;  y  siendo  esto  de  la  mayor  urgencia  en  el  dia,  ha  resuelto 
el  Consejo  de  Regencia,  que  en  la  aduana  y  oficinas  de  esta  plaza,  se 
de  inmediatamente  evasion  al  curso  de  las  expediciones  de  dichas 
harinas,  evitindose  cuantas  formalidades  no  scan  absolutamente  in- 
dispensables ;  de  manera  que  ma&ana  por  todo  el  dia  se  hallen  habi- 
litados  los  despachos  y  demas  requisitos  que  por  parte  de  la  aduana 
beben  concurrir  y  verificarse  para  el  logro  del  fin  en  que  tanto  se 
interesa." 

Y  lo  traslado  &  vmd.  de  6rden  tambien  de  S.  A.  para  su  gobierno 
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7  demas  efeotos  oportunos,  7  en  contestacion  &  su  oficio  que  I107  me 
ha  dirigido. 

Dios  guarde  &  ymd.  muchos  anos.  C&diz  21  de  enero  de  1812.— 
Canga  Argilellea. — Sr.  D.  Eicardo  Meade. 

NUMERO  XXII. 

Con  esta  fecha  commanico  al  Tesorero  general  en  exercicio  la  sigai- 
ente  orden. 

'^Habiendo  acreditado  D.  Bicardo  Meade  el  cnmplimiento  de  la 
oontrata  que  celebro  en  21  de  enero  proximo  pasado  oon  el  anterio 
Consejo  de  Begencia,  de  doce  mil  barriles  de  hearima,  7  siendo  una  de 
las  condiciones  que  ee  le  ha7a  de  satiffTacer  bu  importe  &  razon  de  diez 
7  eiete  pesos  barril^  la  mitad  de  los  primeros,  7  la  otra  mitad  de  los 
seeundos  caudales  que  vinieren  de  America  ;  se  na  servido  la  Regencia 
del  Be7no  mandar  lo  noticie  &  Y.  S.  &  fin  de  que  disponga  se  cumpla 
lo  contratado  por  el  Gobierno,  comunicando  los  6rdenes  oportunas  al 
tesorero  de  Hacienda  ptiblica  de  esta  plaza  para  coando  ileguen  los 
fondos."     Lo  traslado  k  vmd.  para  su  conocimiento. 

Dios  guarde  &  vmd.  muchos  afios.  C&diz  3  de  marzo  de  1812. — 
BomaniUoa. — Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 

NUMEBO  XXIII. 

Para  hacer  mi  recurso  al  Gobierno  sobre  los  dos  libramientos  que 
tengo  en  mi  poder,  pagaderos  de  los  primeros  caudales  que  arriven 
a  este  puerto,  del  Peru  6  Nueva-Espafia,  me  es  precise  poner  por  funda- 
mento  una  contestacion  de  Y.  S.  haciendo  ver  que  &  mis  instancias  Y. 
S.  ha  respondido  que  no  ban  llegado  tales  caudales :  &  este  efecto  no 
seran  suficientes  las  palabras  6  un  recado  verbal :  7  suplioo  a  Y.  S. 
se  sirva  decirme  por,  escrito  cual  sea  la  contestacion  de  Y.  S.  Hasta 
ahora  ningun  antecesor  de  Y.  S.  ni  ramo  otro  alguno  del  Gobierno  ha 
tenido  &  menos  el  contestarme  de  oficio  &  cualquier  representacion  mia, 
aun  cuando  fuese  para  dar  una  contestacion  negatiba  a  mis  solicitudes; 
7  tengo  derecho  de  creer,  que  Y.  S.  en  esta  parte  sei&  del  mismo  mode 
de  pensar. 

C&diz  k  29  de  abril  de  1812.— ^Aarcfe  Meade.— 8r.  D.  Victor  Soret. 

NUMEBO  XXIY. 

Consiguiente  6,  mis  ultimas  contratas  celebradas  oon  el  Gobierno 
sobre  viveres  que  entregu^  para  la  subsistencia  de  las  tropas  7  atenci- 
ones  del  estado,  7  en  cuplimiento  de  las  obligaciones  contraidas,  7  en 
parte  autorizadas  por  B.  M.  en  coanto  k  la  asignacion  de  la  cuota  que 
debia  percibir  de  los  caudales  del  navio  Estandarte,  recurri  al  8r. 
Tesorero  ma7or  en  exercicio,  quien  contestd  verbalmente  no  traerlos, 
ni  tener  arbitrio  para  reintegrarme  de  los  oiento  noventa  mil  pesos 
fuertes  que  debian  satisfac^rseme  con  la  misma  religiosidad  con  que 
por  mi  parte  cumpli  exactamente  los  contratos. 

En  vano  se  ha  querido  persuadir :  no  bastan  las  reflexiones  que  se 
traen  ;  pues  con  ciento  sesenta  mil  pesos  fuertes,  que  por  derechos  ha 
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de  recaudar  la  tesoreria  de  rentas  del  cargamento  del  citado  navio,  y 
doscientos  cincuenta  mil  sobre  fondos  del  Banco  nacional  de  S.  C&rlos, 
que  componen  cuatrocientos  mil,  poco  mas  6  menos,  pueden  y  debea 
ser  satisfechos  lo8  ciento  noventa  mil.  ^Habr&  por  venturaobligacion 
preferente  &  la  que  se  reclama  ?  ^es  nada  meuos  que  el  preciso  sustento 
7  Bubsistencia  de  los  exercitos?  ^Sia  viveres  podria  acaso  el  Oobierno 
contar  con  estos,  ni  con  plazas  ?  tal  vez,  la  existencia  de  algunas  se 
debe  &  la  prontitud  con  que  me  he  prestado  para  su  socorro  en  ocasiones 
en  que  nacional  algnno  ni  extrangero  ha  facilitado  nada,  sin  embargo 
de  que  en  el  dia  Uegan  mis  desembolsos  con  la  Hacienda  piiblica  6 
catorce  millones  de  reales. 

Desde  principio  de  la  revolucion  espafiola,  me  propuse  en  su  socor- 
ro ;  todas  mis  atenciones  se  han  dirigido  6,  este  notorio  fin,  ^  y  cual  es 
el  resultado?  sobrecargarme  de  empeSios  que  de  bia  en  dia  agrava  el 
Gobierno,  faltando  &  los  pagamentos  que  se  establecieron,  y  trastor- 
nando  el  curso  de  los  negocios,  exponerse  &  carecer  de  los  recursos  que 
le  ha  participado  la  subsistencia  de  las  tropas  y  el  socorro  de  los  intere* 
.-sados  puntos.  Estas  desagradables  consecuencias  meestrechan  rigo- 
rosamente  &  su  remedio  por  todos  los  t^rminos  conducentes  en  el  dia ; 
y  siendo  uno  de  ellos  recurrir  &  Y.  A.  S.,  no  puede  menos  de  intere- 
sarle  eficazmente  para  que  ordene  al  Tesorero  mayor  en  exercicio  me 
Batisfaga,  con  preferencia  &  todo,  ciento  y  noventa  mil  pesos  fuertes  a 
que  e8t&  obligado,  de  los  cuatrocientos  mil  que  ha  de  percibir  del  na- 
vi6  ingles  Estandarte* 

DioB  guarde  6,  Y.  A.  S.  muchos  afios.  C4diz  29  de  abril  de  1812. 
Serenisimo  Senor, — Bicardo  Meade. — Sereniaimo  Sr.  Presidente  de  la 
Begencia  dd  Beyno. 

NUMERO  XXY. 

Ofido  de  D.  Bicardo  Meade  a  8.  A.  d  Caneejo  de  Begencia. 

Con  fecha  29  de  abril  prdximo  pasado  dirigi  &  Y.  A.  un  oficio,  en 
que  ponia  de  manifiesto  6,  su  sabia  penetracion  el  resultado  de  la 
reclama  que  hice  al  tesorero  mayor  en  exercicio,  para  que  me  satis- 
faciese  el  importe  de  ciento  y  noventa  mil  pesos  fuertes,  respectivos 
&  sus  asignadas  obligaciones  sobre  los  caudales  del  navio  Estandarte  ; 
y  como  la  existencia  de  una  casa  puede  aventurarse  con  la  inaccion 
0ola  de  demorarse  la  resolucion  de  Y.  A.,  may  or  men  te  cuando  cuenta 
estancados  catorce  millones  de  reales  vellon  que  tiene  pendientes  oon 
la  Hacienda  ).iiblica,  no  puede  prescindir  de  suplicar  de  nuevo  le  dis- 
pense Y.  A.  la  breve  determinacion  que  lo  es  de  tan  estrecha  urgencia 
para  el  curso  de  sus  negocios. 

Dios  guarde  a  Y.  A.  muches  anos.  Cadiz  1  de  mayo  de  1812.^- 
jRxcardo  Meade. — Sermo.  8r,  Freaidenie  de  la  Begencia  dd  Beyno. 

NUMEBO  XXYI. 

En  papel  de  28  de  abril  ultimo,  se  sirvid  vmd.  decirme,  que  teniendo 
en  su  poder  dos  libramientos  pagaderos  a  la  Ilaeada  de  los  primeros 
caudales  que  vengan  a  esta^  de  ffueva-EspaSa  6  del  Feru^  y  habiendo 
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arrivado  el  navio  Estandarte  procedente  de  Lima,  desea  saber  si  seran 
satisfechos  de  dichos  caudales  los  citados  libramientos  para  su  gobierno. 

Al  depeDdiente  de  vrnd.  qae  se  me  presento  anteR  de  ayer,  le  con- 
test^  verbalmente,  que  en  el  citado  navio  no  ban  yenido  candales  para 
la  Hacienda  publica,  como  es  bien  notorio,  pnes  solo  condaoe  para  el 
Gobierno  la  escasa  snma  de  treinta  mil  ciento  veinte  pesos  fnertes,  la 
mayor  parte  de  ellos  con  destino  al  fondo  de  correos :  y  mediante  que 
segnn  vmd.  me  manifiesta  en  otro  papel  de  30  del  mismo,  neoesita  le 
de  por  escrito  esta  contestacion,  se  la  reitero  para  los  fines  que  pnedan 
oonvenirle. 

Dios  guardeaymd.  mucbos  atios.  Cadiz  2  de  mayode  1812. — Guslar 
Soret, — Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade.. 

NUMERO  XXVII. 

En  29  de  abril  proximo  pasado  y  primero  del  corriente,  dirigi  oficio 
a  S.  A.  8.  suplicandole  se  sirviese  paaar  6rden  a  pu  Tesorero  mayor  en 
exercicio,  para  que  me  satisfaciese  los  diez  y  nueye  mil  pesos  taertes 
que  debia  entregarme  de  los  caudales  del  navfo  Estandarte ;  y  como 
se  siguen  nnos  perjuicios  de  grayedad  en  la  detencion  de  la  contesta- 
cion,  persuadido  que  podria  ya  V.  E.  tener  conocimiento  de  este 
asunto  le  apreciaria  en  sumo  grade  me  expusiese  lo  que  ocurre  sobre 
ello. 

Dios  guarde  &  Y.  E.  mucbos  anos.  C&diz  6  de  mayo  de  1812. — 
Bicardo  Meade. — Excmo.  8r.  D.  Jose  Vazquez  Figrieroa. 

NUMERO  XXVIII. 

En  respuesta  al  papel  de  ymd.  de  29  <le  abril  liiltimo  y  recuerdo  de 
1  y  6  de  este  mes,  ha  resuelto  la  Regencia  del  Reyno  le  manifieate^ 
que  aunque  es  cierto  debe  reintegrarsele,  la  cantidad  que  pide  en  el  los, 
de  los  primeros  caudales  que  yiniesen  de  Nueya-Espafia  6  del  Peru, 
no  puede  yerificarse  con  la  corta  cantidad  de  treinta  mil  ciento  yeinte 
y  un  pesos  fuertes  que  conduxo  el  navio  Estandarte;  ni  con  los  derechos 
que  se  recanden  de  los  efectos  y  numerario  que  traxo  &  su  bordo,  per 
no  ser  de  aquella  clase,  ni  tampoco  con  los  doscientos  cincuenta  mil 
pesos  fuertes  registrados  &  nombre  del  banco  nacional  de  8an  C&rios, 
por  ser  una  corporacion  particular  k  quien  pertenece^  y  no  &  la  Hacien- 
da ptiblica.  Sin  embargo,  es  yoluntad  de  8.  A.  ^ue  atendiendo  &  los 
particulares  servicios  de  ymd.  en  las  apuradas  circunstancias  del  dia, 
y  &  sus  crecidos  desembolsos,  se  le  atienda  simpre  que  haya  oportuni- 
dad.     Lo  que  comunico  &  ymd.  para  su  inteligencia  y  gobierno. 

Dios  guarde  &  ymd.  mucbos  afios.  Cadiz  10  de  mayo  de  1812. — 
Figueroa. — Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 
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Cuando  se  eataba  imprtmiendo  la  anterior  oantestadon^  iolid  al  publioo 
la  repreaentacion  del  ieaorero  general;  y  oomo  mi  respueata  debe  aer  en 
la  mayor  parte  una  mistna  para  aatiafacer  a  ha  cargoa,  tanto  del  8r. 
Figueroa  como  del  8r.  Sorety  me  contentark  con  remitir  al  lector  d  mi 
anterior  eacriiOy  y  anediri  tai  cuai  refleoAony  a  qiie  da  nueva  mdrgen 
el  del  cUado  teaorero. 

Si  el  8r.  D.  Victor  Soret  se  preciase  mas  de  coDocer  la  legal idad  que 
debe  reinar  en  todo  coDtrato,  j  la  fuerza  de  cuanto  se  estipala  entre 
los  hombres,  7  no  tratase  de  alucinar  al  Ptiblico^  segurameDte  se  hu- 
biera  abstenido  de  darme  nuevo  motivo  &  presentar  nuevoR  hechos  7 
nnevas  ezposiciones,  que  descubriran  mas  7  mas  sa  conducta. 

Para  convencer  al  Piiblico  bastaria  decir,  que  si  fnese  cierto  lo  que 
expone  el  8r.  Uoret,  tanto  acerca  de  la  eantidad  de  mi  cr^dito,  como  de 
8U  calidad,  con  precision  seria  injusta  la  decision  de  8.  M.  dada  des- 
pues  de  un  s6rio  7  detenido  ezamen,  hecbo  por  la  comision  de  las 
Cortes,  7  con  asistencia  de  los  mismos  Sres.  Figueroa  7  8oret.  Si  mi 
cr6dito  no  asciende  &  la  suma  que  anunci^  en  mi  manifiesto  ^  como  el 
8r.  Soret  cumpliendo  con  su  deber  de  tesorero  no  la  ha  contradicho 
cuando  ha  sido  llamado  &  la  comision  de  Cortes,  7  cuando  esta  7  S.  M. 
la  han  aprobado  tal  cual  70  la  he  presentado,  7  tal  cual  resulta  de  las 
escrituras  7  contratas  ?  ^  Como  es  que  el  Sr.  Soret  en  mis  reclama- 
ciones  7  solicitudes  anteriores  al  Gobierno,  jamas  pens6  en  contradecir 
mis  cuentas,  suponiendolas  6  falsas  6  equivocadas  ?  Seguramente  el 
motive  no  debio  ser  otro  que  el  no  poder  hacerlo,  7  no  tener  eutonces 
que  fascinar  al  Publico  como  lo  hace  en  la  aetualidad,  diciendo  que 
eatoy  morcdmente  acdia/echo.  |  Admirable  invencion,  la  que  ha  deseubi* 
erto  el  Sr.  Soret  como  tesorero  general,  6,  fin  de  satisfacer  &  todos  los 
acreedores  del  Estado ! 

Pagar  morodinente  es  pensamiento  tan  original  7  tan  nuevo,  que 
seguramente  pueda  alabarse  el  Sr.  Soret  de  ser  el  primero  a  quien  se 
le  hubiese  ocurrido.  |  Pagar  morcdmente !  Si  el  Sr.  tesorero  se  halla 
expedite  con  este  solo  arbitrio  para  contentar  a  sus  acreedores,  con  fa- 
cilidad  podra  satisfaoer  cuantos  empeiios  7  obligaciones  necesite  con- 
traer  la  nacion :  mas  teniendo  tan  particular  modo  de  pager  el  Sr. 
Soret,  ^  como  es  que  no  ha  satisfecho  los  viveres  que  ha  contratado  por 
si  con  este  pago  moral?  ^Solamente  reserva  para  mi  tan  original 
moneda?  Semejante  leuguage,  que  podr&  caber  solamenteen  la  cabeza 
del  Sr.  Soret,  es  en  mi  concepto  mas  denigrativo  6  injurioso  al  Oobierno 
que  cuantas  expresiones  puedan  sentarse  en  el  mas  atrevido  impreso  ; 
pero  como  salen  de  gente  de  casa,  se  reciven  como  apologias,  7  entre 
tanto  al  que,  reclamando  sus  derechos  se  le  escai'a  tal  vea  en  fuerza  de 
la  justicia  de  sus  quejas  alguna  palabra  dura^  pero  verdadera,  se  le 
persigue,  aprisiona  e  infama.  Dice  que  loa  lihramieiitoa  no  han  podido 
recogerae  por/cdta  de  la  circunatancia  en  que  eatriba  au  cumplimiento  ^  7 
que  circunstancia  es  esta  senor  tesorero?  ^  Y  si  los  libramientos  no  se 
han  recogido,  ni  pueden  recogerse,  de  que  me  aprovecha  &  mi  el 
tenerlos  ?  ^  Que  hago  con  ellos  ?  ^  Que  mi  sirve  el  que  se  me  hubiesen 
dado?  ^Gvee  vmd.  que  podrS  70  contentar  al  mas  docil  de  mis  acree 
dores  con  el  dinero  de  este  nuevo  cuno^  oon  este  dinero  moral  de  vmd,  ? 
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Pregfintesedo  ymd.  a1  seSor  consal  de  Inglaterra,  qae  no  bay  modo  de 
haoetle  tragar  bub  libramientoB  de  vmd.  ni  aan  d&ndoselos  dorados. 
No  es  menester  decir  mas  para  destrair  la  invencion  in&adita  con  qae 
el  tesorero  pienea  rebatir  6  rebajar  mi  crSdito. 

ExaminemoB,  pueB,  el  Begnndo  extremo  de  sa  propoBicion  :  veamofl 
B\  la  Regencia  ha  faltado  &  Iob  pactos  coDFenidoB.  El  tesorero  no  ha 
estado  mas  feliz  en  esta  parte  que  lo  estubo  en  la  primera,  7  cierta- 
mente  que  si  la  Regencia  no  descubre  otro  defensor  de  su  causa,  tendre 
que  hacer  niuy  poco  para  desembarazarme  de  la  mia.  Por  decontado, 
yo  no  quiero  tomar  otro  medio  para  justificar  mi  conductaqueel  rasson* 
amiento  mismo  con  que  el  tesorero  pretende  acriminarla. 

Para  sostener  este  empeno  j  hacer  ver  &  todo  el  mundo,  que  la  Be- 
gencia  no  ha  faltado  a  bus  pactos  j  promesas,  dice  el  tesorero  al  folio 
38  lo  siguiente :  que  la  Begencia  nopuede  ser  responsable  de  Joe  oargos 
cuya  direccion  no  estd  d  su  arbUrio^  y  qae  tsi  la  Regencia  no  pudo  haoer 
que  d  navlo  de  S.  M,  B,  d  Estandarte^  y  d  bergantin  oorreo  Cazador 
conduxeeen  caudales  propioe  del  erarioj  6  en  una  oantidad  correspondienie 
a  las  esperanzas  y  alas  promesas  que  en  distinto  ooncepto  se  hideron, 
iampoco  puede  8,  A.  responder  del  mal  extto  que  tuvo  la  gestion  pradin 
coda  con  tanta  eficacia  con  d  senor  Embaxador  de  Inglaierra.  Pre- 
gunto  al  tesorero :  ^con  que  el  Gobierno  no  estaba  seguro  de  que  har- 
bian  de  venir  caudales  ?  i  Con  que  el  Grobierno  se  comprometio  con 
conocido  riesgo  de  que  no  podria  cumplir  ?  Y  un  compromiso  seme* 
jantCy  hecho  con  este  conocimiento,  podr&  hacer  honor  k  ninguft  horn- 
ore?  ^Seradigno  del  gobierno  de  una  nacion  grande  y  generoaa ? 
Y  si  un  solo  hecho  de  esta  especie  una.vez  conocido,  seria  bastante 
para  hacer  dudar  de  la  buena  te  y  providad  de  cualquiera  particular 
^que  quedaba  que  decir  de  una  autoridad  suprema  que  se  conduxeee 
por  este  estilo  ? 

Deduzco,  pues,  y  deducir&  todo  hombre  honrado,  que  el  Gobierno 
Be  comprometi6  &  pagar  con  los  primeros  caud&les  que  recibiese  de 
America ;  y  que  cuando  f uese  tanta  su  desgracia  que  no  recibiese  nin- 
gunos  (que  si  ha  recibido)  0  los  bastantes  para  corresponder  &  nn  em- 
peno como  los  contraidos  conmigo,  en  ese  caso  echaria  mano  de  otroe 
recursos,  de  recursos  que  todo  gobierno  tiene  mas  6  menos  k  su  dispo- 
Bicion.  Quiero  decir,  y  lo  eQtender&  asi  todo  hombre  honrado,  y  de 
buen  sentido,  que  el  Gobierno  en  aquel  pacto  no  quiso  mas  que  to- 
marse  tiempo,  con  el  plazo  de  la  venida  de  los  primeros  buques  suyos, 
reserv&ndose  para  entonces  el  recurrir  &  otros  bien  conocidos  arbitrios, 
si  el  arribo  de  los  buques  no  le  facilitaba  medics  de  escusar  aquel  las 
medidas.  Esta  es  la  genuina  inteligencia  y  la  sana  interpretacion,  de 
que  no  puede  separarse  ninguno  que  no  quiera  desacreditar  al  Gobi* 
erno.  ^  Se  atrevera  el  se&or  tesorero  &  sostener  a  la  faz  del  mundo, 
que  la  Repencia  del  Reyno  pactando  conmigo  el  pago  de  mis  cr^ditos 
k  la  venida  de  los  buques,  se  proponia  no  pagarme  jamas,  como  no  se 
verificase  nunca  la  venida  de  grandes  caudales  de  America  por  cuenta 
de  la  nacion  ?  No  creo  que  se  atreva  nadie  6  sostener  un  concepto  tan 
depresivo  de  la  consideracion  que  se  debe  k  todo  gobierno.  Mas  lo 
cierto  es^  que  el  razonamiento  del  tesorero,  no  dice,  ni  trata  de  sustener 
menos.  ^  Y  esto  no  seria  estudiar  y  trcUar  ddtberadamente  de  la  ruina 
de  aquel  hombre  que  tanto  hacia  por  ayudar  a  ese  Gobierno  mismo  ? 
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^  No  seria  el  exempio  mas  escandaloso  de  la  ingratitad  j  perfidia  de 
que  es  capaz  el  corazon  humaDo? 

£1  Publico  se  horrorizar&  de  semejaute  superclieria,  6  por  mejor  de- 
cir  de  tan  notoria  mala  fe  ;  y  sobre  todo  el  PAblico  comerciante,  que 
no  sabe  satis/acerse  morcUmentey  esto  es^  de  otro  modo  que  con  dinero 
efectiFo  d  letras  pagaderas. 

Cualquiera  persona  conocera  que  nada  es  mas  sencillo  que  averiguar 
el  resultado  de  una  cuenta,  y  que  para  averiguarlo,  &  nadie  se  le  pue.de 
ofrecer  ocultar  las  partidas  que  la  deben  formar.  Tratando  el  senor 
tesorero  de  publicar  mis  caentas  documentadas,  para  acreditar  la  false- 
dad  de  las  que  yo  he  presentado,  es  un  renuncio  imperdonable,  cuando 
no  sea  una  acion  criminal^  haber  omitido  una  partiaa,  que  no  pudo  ha- 
ber  olvidado  por  las  muchas  y  muy  singulares  circunstancias  que  1& 
caracterizan.  Tal  es  la  de  la  carta-orden  de  Londres,  firmada  por  ^1 
nismo,  6,  cargo  de  Gand&rsegui,  pagadera  de  los  fondos  de  la  casa  de 
Seid  Irving,  y  por  la  cual  se  ha  dado  lugar  &  tan  vergonzosas  con- 
testaciones  como  resultan  de  los  documentos  desde  el  numero  1.  hasta 
el  numero  17  en  my  contestacion  al  8r.  de  Figueroa.  iQue  concepto 
debera,  pues,  formarse  de  la  buena  fe  del  Sr.  Soret,  cuando  publicando 
mi  credito  liquidado  sufre  un  olvido  tan  malicioso  ?  Seguramente  este 
solo  paso  manifiesta  hasta  la  evidencia  su  malicia  y  la  poca  veracidad 
del  resto  de  su  exposicion,  que  ofrece  mas  equivocaciones  que  ideas 
contiene:  era  necesario  que  yo  estuviese  demente  para  atreverme&  in- 
crepar  la  conducta  del  Gobierno  y  de  sus  empleados  principales,  for- 
jando  una  cuenta  arbitraria,  sobre  dates  que  en  el  memento  se  podian 
desmentir.  No  hay  persona  sensata  que  &  las  primeras  reflexiones  no 
advierta  que  era  muy  inverosimil  6  poco  menos  que  imposible  una  con* 
ducta  tal  de  parte  mia,  y  mucho  mas  si  advierte,  que  el  crMito  de  todo 
comerciante  depende  siempre  de  la  buena  fe  y  legalidad  de  sun  cuentas, 
y  no  de  la  necedad^  y  aun  del  crimen  de  forjar  erudites  &  su  favor,  que 
no  tiene. 

Seiia  superfine  insistir  mas  tiempo  sobre  este  particular,  y  me  con- 
tentare  con  solo  advertir,  como  lo  advierto  en  mi  impreso  f61io  43  en 
la  representacion  dirigida  &  8.  M.,  que  yo  me  hallaba,  como  aun  me 
hallOf  en  un  descubierto  6  desembolso  de  mas  de  catorce  millones  de 
reales ;  pues  el  haber  recibido  libramientos  sobre  la  Habana  y  Nueva- 
Espafla,  no  eshaberme  cobrado  ;  que  yo  no  he  reclamadodel  Gobierno, 
ni  de  las  Cortes  la  parte  de  cr6dito  comprehendido  en  estos  libramien- 
tos :  solo  hice  presente  este  descubierto  &  fin  de  cobrar  una  parte  de  lo 
que  se  me  debia  satisFacer  en  C&diz,  y  cuyo  periodo  de  pigo  estaba 
vencido  muchos  meses  &ntes.  Cuando  el  Sr.  Soret  pudiese  contradecir 
estas  verdades,  mi  queja  seria  injusta  e  infundada,  y  mi  exposicion 
incierta ;  mas  mientras  tanto  sus  fundamentos  son  nulos,  e  iosignifi- 
cante  cuanto  dice  ;  y  no  puede  tener  otro  objeto  que  seducir  al  Publico 
al  Gobierno  para  encubrir  su  proceder,  y  el  de  llevar  al  cabo  el  empeno 
de  arruinarme  por  resentimientos  personales,  cuando  no  fuesen  de  otra 
naturaleza  aun  peor. 

Con  lecha5  deagosto,  segun  resulta  del  documento  seiialado  numero 
1^.,  confiesa  que  el  Gobierno  habia  resuelto  en  10  de  mayo,  que  en 
consideracion  &  mis  crecidos  desembolsos  se  atendiese  al  pagamento  de 
mi  deuda,  siempre  que  hubiese  neoesidad.     Permitaseme  hacer  algunas 
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observaciones  para  que  el  Piiblioo  se  coDvenza,  y  que  el  mismo  Soret 
conteste,  si  es  capaz  de  hacerlo  cod  fundamento. 

En  aquel  peiiodo,  yo  acudi  reclamando  la  satisfaocion  de  los  dos 
libramientofl,  que  forman  juntos  ciento  y  noventa  mil  peaoB  fuertes,  y 
ue  debian  haberseme  pagado  immediataniente  &  la  llegada  del  dinero 
e  America  sin  necesidad  de  nueva  orden,  porque  asi  estaba  mandado 
por  el  mismo  Soberano.  Desde  el  10  de  mayo  hasta  el  31  del  mismo, 
segun  los  estados  publicados  en  los  Concisos,  habia  entrado  en  la 
tesoreria  mayor  la  cantidad  de  cerca  de  doce  millones  de  reales,  inclusos 
cuatro  en  pagargs  del  consul  ingles  recibidos  de  la  junta  de  Cadiz,  de 
cuyos  caudales  siendo  mas  de  ires  millones  lo  que  habia  venido  en  el 
bergantin  Cazador  de  la  Habana,  se  me  debia  satisfacer  por  entero, 
cuando  menos  toda  la  cantidad  traida  en  dicho  bergantin.  ^Por  qae 
pues  el  seiior  tesorero  no  ha  atendido  a  mi  credito  cuando,  segun  oosta 
por  los  estados  que  presenta,  ha  pagado  a  D.  Bicardo  Hackley  tres 
millones  doscientos  mil  reales  de  vellon,  por  harina^  tomadas  mucho 
despues  de  las  que  se  habian  tornado  mias?  ^Seria  preferible  en  jus- 
ticia  la  deuda  de  Hackley  por  ser  muy  hosterior  a  la  mia  ?  ^Como  es 
quo  no  echo  manoel  Sr.  Soret  en  estaocasion  desumoneda  moral  para 
satisfacer  estas  harinas  ?  ^Por  que  no  dixo  a  Hackley  lo  mismo  que  a 
mi ;  §.  saber  :  si  queria  que  se  me  pagase^  y  que  el  exeroito  quedase  «m 
comer?  Estos  hechos  innegables  manifiestan  hasta  la  evidencia  el 
fundamento  de  misjustas  quejas,  y  que  no  me  heenga&ado  en  aaegarar, 
que  mi  deuda  era  la  mas  sagrada  que  tenia  el  Gobierno,  y  que  por 
mas  que  pretendan  los  Sres.  Figueroa  y  Soret  alucinar  al  Publico 
con  sofismas,  se  descubrecon  esta  sencilla  exposicion,  que  solo  sus  con- 
tratas  partictddres  han  sido  las  atendidas,  y  que  todo  el  misterio  de 
este  proceder  dependia,  de  que  mis  contratas  no  habian  sido  verifi- 
cadas  clandestinamente  con  el  tesorero,  y  si  publicamente  con  los  com- 
isionados  autorizados  al  efecto  por  el  Gobierno  6  por  el  mismo  Sobe- 
rano. 

Para  manifestar  los  absurdos  y  las  negras  calumnias  con  que  el  Sr. 
Soret  pretende  presentarme  4  la  faz  de  la  nacion  en  su  indecente  ex- 
posicion  a  la  Regencia,  me  contentare  con  notar  una  contradiccion  muy 
palpable  de  sus  exposiciones,  y  que  no  dexa  duda  del  espiritu  que  le 
dirige  en  este  negocio. 

En  el  folio  18  de  su  exposicion,  en  un  informe  dado  por  el  a  la  Re- 
gencia^ dice  literalmente  lo  que  sigue  :  Los  servicios  que  fta  hecho 
Meade  en  la  epoca  de  nuestra  revolucwUf  y  sus  grandee  destmboleos^ 
originados  por  &us  contratas ^  le  hacen  aci  eedor  a  las  poeibles  oonsideror- 
clones  del  Gobierno. 

En  las  paginas  31  y  32,  para  hacer  ver  al  Publico  que  no  soy 
acreedor  k  ninguna  consideracion,  por  no  haber  hecho  servicios  ni  con- 
traido  merito  alguno  para  con  la  nacion,  hablando  con  la  Regencia  se 
expresa  de  esta  manera  :  Interrogue  V.  A,  al  comerdo  de  esta  plaza^ 
y  no  de  asenso  a  las  seguiidades  de  un  funcionario,  d  quien  Meade 
apeUida  su  enemigo.  Todo  el  escandaiizado  dird  a  V.  A.  que  d  oljeio 
de  este  negociante  nunca  ha  sido  otro^  que  encerrar  en  su  mano  todaa  las 
harinas  que  Uegaban  a  la  plaza^  para  hacer  de  eUas  un  trdfioo,  que  al 
pano  que  fuera  exdusivo^  obligase  a  V.  A.  a  someterse  d  la  ley  que  le 
imptisiera  la  hdada  indiferencia  de  la  expec/ulacion  meroaniil ;  ningun 
medio f  ningun  paso,  ninguna  gestion  se  ha  omiiido  para  esie  fin  jpred*- 
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lecto  ;  y  Hla  nation  no  ha  gemido  baxo  d  peso  de  un  cdlctdo  tan  horri" 
bUy  obra  es  de  la  camiolidady  no  de  la  desidia  6  negligencia  de  eae  hombre 
d  quien  tanlo  e^Uusiaama  la  causa  noAdonal.  Y  despites  de  esto  i  se  en* 
oomian  codavia  los  servicios  de  Meade  f  (*) 

^  Podra  darse  un  pasage  mas  notable  que  este  solo  rasgo,  para  mani- 
festar  la  contradiccion  y  la  torpeza  con  que  obra  el  8r.  Soret?  En  7 
de  Julio  confiesa  francamente,  en  un  informe  reservado  dado  a  la  Re- 
gencia  del  reyno,  en  donde  cumpliendo  con  sua  deberes  de  funcionario 
publico,  no  se  debe  suponer  exageracion  alguna  de  mis  grandes  raeritos 
7  servicios  para  con  la  nacion,  y  en  su  exposicion  dada  al  Publico  se 
atreve  &  decir,  que  no  be  llevado  otro  objeto  en  todas  mis  contratas, 
que  el  de  una  elada  indiferencia  de  especulacion  mercantil,  y  que  he 
procurado  por  todos  medios  hacer  un  monopolio  exclusivo  para  dar  la 
ley  al  Gobierno.  ^  Y  tiene  la  impudencia  de  admirarse  de  que  se  re- 
comienden  mis  servicios?  ^  £s  posible  que  un  hombre  racional  pueda 
estampar  y  presentar  al  Publico  tantos  y  tamanos  absurdos  y  contra- 
dicciones  en  un  impreso  de  solo  39  folios  ?  Seguramente  si  el  Sr.  Soret 
como  mercader  y  como  tesorero  ha  mauifestado  que  no  entiende  sus 
obligaciones,  6  que  si  las  entiende  las  desprecia  para  dexarse  arrastrar 
por  parcialidad  de  miras  reprobadas  por  la  ley  y  la  razon,  aqui  como 
escritor  Publico  incurre  en  renuucios  aun  mas  notables,  pues  de  tal 
contradiccion  solamente  puede  ser  capaz  un  hombre  falto  de  seutido,  6 
que  ha  creido  hablar  con  necios  cuando  se  dirigia  al  Publico  de  C&diz 
presentandole  contradicciones  tan  claras  y  tan  vergonzosas. 

Ultimamente,  para  manifestar  al  Publico,  y  al  mismo  Sr.  Soret  la 
equivocacion  que  el  padece,  por  no  decir  el  cargo  estravagante  que 
pretende  hacerme,  de  qu^rer  yo  dar  la  ley  al  Gobierno  levantandome 
con  el  comercio  exclusive  de  las  harinas,  me  remito  al  documento 
numero  2,  que  es  una  copia  de  la  proposicion  hecha  por  mi  al  Soberano 
en  agosto  del  ano  de  1811,  y  repetida  al  Sr.  intendente  Carbajal,  con 
quien  el  Gobierno  mando  que  me  entendiese  en  el  mes  de  diciembre. 
Igualmente  me  remito  a  la  deposicion  de  la  junta  de  C&diz,  la  que 
podr&  certificar  habercontratado  conmigo  ciocuenta  mil  barriles  de 
harina  a  quince  pesos  fuertes,  y  otros  cincuenta  mil  barriles  a  catoree 
y  tres  cuartos.  £n  mi  proposicion  es  verdad  qut3  no  esta  expresado  el 
precio,  pero  seguramente  este  hubiera  sido  de  los  mas  moderados  ;  y 
tanto  el  Gobierno  como  el  pueblo  de  Cadiz,  no  se  hubieran  visto  en  la 
necesidad  de  tener  que  pagar  i  veinte  y  uno,  y  en  el  dia  a  veinte  y 
dos,  y  veinte  y  tres  duros  el  barril,  cuando  yo  queria  hacer  la  contrata 
por  un  ano  6  mas  tiempo  en  una  epoca  en  que  yo  mismo  estaba  dando- 
los  a  quince,  y  medio  pesos  fuertes,  y  ultimamente  &  diez  y  seis  y  tres 
cuartos  ;  y  prescindiendo  de  esta  contrata^  yo  aseguro  que  jamas 
hubiera  llegado  el  caso  de  escasear  las  harinas  en  los  terminos  que  ac- 
tualmeote  sucede,  si  el  Sr.  Soret  dexando  de  adaptar  para  conmigo  su 
nuevo  metodo  de  pagamentos  morales^  no  me  hubiese  puesto  en  la  pre- 
cision de  poner  termino  &  mis  contrata  mercantiles  :  cuanto  diga  el 

(^)  Como  no  trato  de  presentar  al  Pilblico  nn  papel  de  meritos,  me  alMtettgo  de  hacer 
una  i^nameracion  de  loa  que  pienso  haber  oontraido,  y  sobre  ellu  me  remitu  k  las  ezpresionet 
de  giHtitud  con  que  me  han  bonrado  laa  C6ites  y  la  anterior  Bcgencia.  haci^adoae  notorias 
de  au  6rden  en  laa  gacetaa  del  Gobierno. 
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8r.  Soret  en  contra  de  lo  que  antecede,  ee  del  todo  arbitrario,  7  sin 
mas  fundamento  que  el  de  encubrir  el  procio  &  que  subio  la  bariua  por 
no  haberse  adoptado  mi  propuesta.  Convendre  en  que  yo  tendria  nn 
luoro  en  esta  contrata ;  pero  siendo  mayor  el  que  resultaba  al  Grobierno, 
y  al  pueblo  de  C&diz,  como  lo  acredita  la  experiencia,  en  vez  de  deber 
acrimiD&rseme,  todo  hombre  juicioso  conocer&  que  se  me  debian  dar 
graciaa  por  los  servicios  importantes  que  yo  ofrecia  hacer. 

Nada  deecubre  mas  bien  el  embrollo  de  las  operaciones  de  la  tesore- 
ria,  con  respecto  a  lo  que  dice  relacion  k  mi  asunto,  que  lo  expuesto 
por  el  Tesorero  en  las  paginas  16  y  17  &  fin  de  disculparse  para  no  so- 
correrme  con  las  letras  recibidas  del  seiior  Embaxador  de  S.  M.  B. 
Ann  cuando  pudiera  prescindir  de  si  estas  letras  eran  6  no  recibidas 
por  un  arregio  conduido  con  loa  ingleses,  pues  esto  nada  bace  a  la  jus- 
ticia  de  mi  causa,  sin  embargo,  como  lo  anuncie  en  mi  papel  anterior, 
y  lo  desmiente  ahora  el  8r.  Tesorero,  no  {Tue^o  menos  de  manifestar, 
que  para  asegurar  este  becbo,  me  be  fundado  en  datos  piibticos  y  doc- 
umentos  oficiales,  cuales  eran  no  solo  los  papeles  piiblicos  de  Espana 
6  Inglaterra,  sino  tambien  las  mismas  notas  del  parlamento  britanico. 
Tal  vez  el  Sr.  Soret  creera  que  en  un  comerciante  es  una  ligereze 
querer  saber  asuntos  de  gobiernos,  mas  cuando  estos  llegan  &  publicar- 
se,  ni  es  una  ligereza  fundarse  en  ellos,  ni  el  funcionario  publico  los 
podia  desmentir.  Sea  lo  que  se  quiera,  lo  que  no  tiene  duda  es,  que  el 
Sr.  Soret  confiesa  haber  recibido  trece  millones  de  reales  de  mano  del 
senor  Embaxador,  en  el  espacio  de  cuatro  meses  ;  lo  que  con  corta 
difieriencia  viene  &  ser  lo  mismo  que  yo  habia  anunciado.  Pero  anade, 
que  habiendo  sido  recibidas  estas  letras  baxo  la  condicion  expresa  de 
no  ser  negociadaa  en  esta  plaza,  mal  se  me  podia  socorrerj  y  de  que  8U 
importe  se  invirtiera  en  los  acopios  de  viveres  para  los  exerdtos.  Luego 
aSade,  i  Como  era  posible  dedicar  tales  fondos  al  pa^o  de  Meade.  ? 

Para  destruir  este  fundamento  del  Sr.  Soret,  6  cuando  menos,  para 
hacer  ver  que  no  era  este  el  motive  que  le  impedia  socorrerme,  bastara 
hacer  ver,  que  ^1  ha  negociado  en  esta  plaza  parte  de  dichas  letraa  ;  y 
que  las  ha  negociado  con  un  perjuicio  muy  notable  de  la  Hacienda 
publica,  con  cuyo  perjuicio  no  cuenta  6  maliciosamente  6  por  un  olvido 
muy  notable,  cuando  trata  de  presentar-el  precio  de  las  contratas  que 
ha  formado.  YSanse  sus  mismos  estados  publicados  en  los  concisos  nu- 
meros  27  y  31  del  mes  de  julio  y  7  y  14  de  agosto  de  este  afio,  de  los 
que  resulta,  que  la  parte  de  letras  negociadas  en  esta  plaza,  solo  en 
cuatro  semanas  suiri6  la  perdida  de  ochenta  y  nueve  mil  ochocientos 
setenta  y  dos  reales  y  veinte  maravedis  de  vellon. 

Si  estas  letras  ban  tenido  el  destino  estipulado  por  el  seSor  embaxa- 
dor, ^  de  que  proviene  su  perdida,  pues  en  tal  case  ninguna  debian 
sufrir,  cuando  todo  comerciante  de  C&diz  las  admitiria  gustoso,  para 
cobrar  el  importe  de  los  viveres  que  hubiera  podido  vender  ?  Si  las 
letras  ban  sido  descontadas,  como  es  forzoso  creer  por  la  perdida  que 
la  nacion  ha  sufrido,  es  falsa  la  asercion  que  hace  Soret  de  su  inver* 
sion,  y  de  consiguiente  pudo  haberme  socorrido.  Cualquiera  de  los 
dos  extremes  a  que  quiera  atenerse  el  Sr.  Soret,  falsifies  completa- 
mente  toda  su  exposicion.  Si  fueron  negociadas  por  dioero,  no  ha  re- 
parado  en  la  condicion  estipulada  con  el  senor  Embaxador,  y  solo  la 
cita  para  no  socorrerme  a  mi.  Si  dadas  en  pago  de  viveres^  supone  una 
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conducta  criminal,  lo  que  70  do  debo  creer,  pues  en  tal  caao  no  debia 
darlas  con  ninguna  perdida,  como  70  las  nubiera  admitido  por  mi 
deuda,  que  tamoien  era  de  viveres  ;  7  en  tal  caso  bus  contratas  no  eran 
al  precio  de  veinte  7  un  duros  el  barril  de  harina,  como  supone,  sine 

6  un  precio  mucho  mas  subido,  pues  que  embebian  en  si  todo  el  im- 

Sorte  de  la  p^rdida.  Me  persuade  que  4  vista  de  unos  datos  tan  evi- 
antes,  queaara  el  pfiblico  convencido  de  mi  justicia,  7  de  la  poca 
sinceridad  del  tesorero,  igualmente  que  de  la  sospecha  con  que  se  pre* 
sentan  todas  las  contratas  clandestinas,  formadas  por  otros  que  por  los 
comisionados  por  el  mismo  soberanoi  con  la  publicidad  que  este  pre- 
▼iene,  por  ser  el  dnico  metodo  que  puede  inspirar  confianza  siempre 
que  se  trate  de  manejo  de  caudales. 

No  siendo  70  un  ciudadano  espanol,  me  hubiera  abstenido  de  cen- 
surar  7  acriminar  las  contratas  clandestinas  del  Sr,  Soret,  sin  embargo 
de  baber  prevenido  todo  lo  contrario  el  mismo  soberano,  si  esta  causa 
no  hubiese  perjudicado  notablemente  &  mis  interesesi  7  &  lo  que  extgia 
la  defensa  de  mi  justicia.  Siendo  el  SeSor  Soret  &  un  mismo  tiempo 
unico  comisionado  para  dichas  contratas,  7  tesorero  general  de  los 
caudales  publicos  el  efecto  ha  sido,  que  el  Sr«  Soret,  como  SI  mismo 
dice  en  el  epigrafe  del  estflido  que  presenta  al  folio  61  de  su  representa- 
cion,  se  creia  obligado  4  pagar  untcamerUe  lo  que  6l  habia  contratado, 
y  no  lo  que  habia  contratado  el  Gobierno.  El  mismo  confiesa  que  el 
pago  de  BUS  contratas  era  urgente  por  estar  cumpiidos  sus  plazos,  7 
por  adeudarse  el  importe  baxo  au  responsabiUdad.  Es  decir,  que  solo 
las  contratas  hechas  por  el  se  debian  satisfacer  ;  7  si  quiso  decir  otra 
cosa,  es  un  sofisma,  para  alucinar  al  publico  7  ocultar  la  justicia.  El 
pago  de  mi  cr^dito  igualmente  debia  ser  urgente,  pues  que  estaba 
yencido  su  plazo,  7  siendo  esta  una  de  las  dos  razones  que  alega  para 
satifacer  las  que  el  hizo,  solo  pudo  haber  dexado  de  pasar  la  mia  por 
no  haber  sido  contratado  con  61,  no  obstante  de  haber  side  formalizada 
con  todos  los  requisites  prevenidos  por  el  mismo  Soberano,  7  baxo  la 
garantia  de  las  mismas  cortes.  Yergonzoso  lenguage  es  el  de  la  so- 
^steria.  ^  Que  entender4  el  senor  tesorero  por  su  respanaabilidadj  6 
que  quiere  decir  cuando  asegura  que  los  caudales  se  adeudan  con  eu 
respanaQbilidad?  ^Es  otra  cosa  que  querer  alucinar  a  los  hombres  7 
obscurecer  el  negocio  de  ^ue  se  trata  ?  El  tesorero  de  la  nacion,  no 
puede  tener  ni  ha  tenido  jamas  otra  respousabilidad  ^ue  la  cuenta  7 
razon  de  los  caudales  entrados  en  su  poder,  mas  de  nmgun  modo  la 
preferente  satisfaccion  de  las  deudas  que  contraiga  el  estado.  Si  el 
Gobierno  tuviese  individuos  que  conociesen  lo  que  es  economia  politica 

7  el  manejo  de  la  Hacienda  publica,  ^  como  se  atreveria  el  Sr.  »Soret  & 
sentar  unos  absurdos  7  unas  falsedades  tan  groseras  como  estas,  para 
dar  un  aire  de  importancia  6,  sus  operacioues  reprobadas  por  la  107  ? 
^  En  que  contratas  del  Gobierno,  ha  tenido  necesidad  de  interponer, 
su  credito  merc&ntil,  cuando  todas  las  hechas  por  £1  ban  sido  satis- 
fechas  al  contado,  6  en  pagares  6  letras  del  Gobierno  ingles  que  son 
un  equivalente?  iQne  responsabilidad  personal  tendr&  el  Sr.  Soret, 
cuando  aun  antes  de  recivir  los  viveres  que  contrata,  7  a  detalla  su 
pago  7  lo  asegura  con  los  caudales  que  debe  recibir,  como  lo  demues- 
tra  la  nota  numero  11  de  su  representacion  ?  Como  Soret  satisfacia 
unicamente  aquellas  contratas  que  formalizaba  por  si  mismo  cualec^ 
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qniera  conooerfi  que  mis  dnejas  son  jaatas ;  y  macho  mas  cnando  el 
Boberano  tenia  prevenido  que  loe  candales  de  que  el  Sr.  Borei  America 
fuesen  aplioadoB  al  pago  de  mi  cr6dito,  7  ]os  qne  el  Sr.  Soret  aplio5 
para  pagar  las  contratas  que  61  dioe  ser  nrgente  su  pago,  sin  alegar 
otra  causa  que  deberse  con  su  responsabilidad,  oomo  si  la  mia  no  tu- 
▼iese  i  su  favor  ninguna  responsabilidad,  6  que  si  teniendo  ]a  del  So- 
beranoi  yaliese  esta  menos  que  la  del  tesorero. 

El  Sr.  Soret  dice,  qtie  yo  he  cividado  la  eapenencia  que  him  imprae- 
tiocMe  la  execucion,  6  par  mgor  dedr,  la  apUoadon  dd  aoberano  pre- 
cepto  para  la  iniervemdon  y  pylAicidad  de  ta$  ocmtratas,  y  que  mapange 
maUcuma  la  miderioea  vbecuridad  de  sus  coniratae.  Sin  duda  ganaria 
mucho  el  tesorero  en  haber  dexado  en  el  tintero  este  particalar,  y 
guardado  un  profundo  silencion,  pues  deberia  ya  conooer  queun  horn- 
bre  nacido  en  pais  libre  y  que  oonooe  su  dignidad,  jamas  permite  que 
se  le  insulte  impunemente,  ni  q^ue  se  le  trate  oomo  suelen  tratar  los 
funcionarios  p^blicos  de  todo  pais  de  un  Gk)bierno  arbitrario.  Deeen- 
▼olvamos  parte  de  esta  misteriosa  obscuridad,  ya  que  asi  lo  quiere  el 
sefior  tesorero,  para  que  61  y  el  P6blioo  se  conyenzan  de  que  mis  ex- 
presiones  sobre  este  particular  tenian  sobrados  fundamentos.  Oon- 
▼endr6  en  que  las  contratas  hechas  por  publica  subasta  pueden  tener 
sus  inconyenientes ;  pero  al  mismo  tiempo  me  afirmo  en  que  deben 
tener  toda  la  publicidad  posible,  y  que  mientras  asi  no  se  Terifique, 
los  fraudes,  monopolis,  y  predileociones  de  los  funcionarios  pfiblicos, 
ser6n  muy  frecuentes  ;  la  experiencia  lo  ba  hecho  ver  &  todas  las  na- 
cionesi  que  mas  progresos  ban  logrado  hacer.  En  Inglaterra  no  se 
yerifica  ninguna  contrata  que  no  se  formalioe  publicamente  despues  de 
haber  sido  anunciada  con  bastante  antidpacion,  para  que  se  consiga  la 
concurrencia  de  contratantes,  y  por  un  efecto  forzoso  la  mejora  en  los 
precios.  Lo  mismo  sucede  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  el  Sr.  Soret  por 
atrasado  que  se  halle  en  el  ramo  de  economia,  y  por  mas  que  las  cir> 
cumstancias  le  precisen  &  decir  otra  cosa,  no  p<xlr&  oponerse  6,  un 
principio  tan  claro.  Pero  contraigamonos  a  nuestro  asunto,  y  veremos 
que  el  resultado  acredita  la  yerdM  de  mis  aserciones. 

Siendo  el  Sr.  Soret  el  comisionado  por  la  Begencio  para  haoer  las 
contratas,  y  el  tesorero  de  la  nacion  para  pagarlas,  en  lugar  de  las 
grandes  yentajas  que  pretende  persuadir  se  siguen  a  la  nacion,  yo  no 
yeo  sino  males  inoalculables.  Oonociendo  €1  solo  de  este  mode  las 
necesidades  del  Estado,  se  ha  valido  de  uno  de  sus  amigos  para  com* 
prar  el  artfoulo  que  se  neoesitaba,  y  este,  seguro  del  pago  y  del  16cro, 
no  ha  dudado  en  proporcionarlo,  tom&ndolo  siempre  de  la  primera 
mano,  el  sefior  Soret  compro  en  el  mes  de  junio  de  uno  de  los  coatro 
amigos  que  cita,  ochocientos  barriles  de  tocino,  &  razon  de  yeinte  y 
cuatro  pesos  fuertes  oada  barril,  cuyo  tocino  habia  sido  oomprado 
pooos  dias  antes  &  Don  Juan  White,  &  razon  de  veinte  pesos  fuertes 
el  barril.  Por  su  mismo  estado  folio  62.  Gonsta  que  ha  tomado  & 
D.  Antonio  Picardo  dosmil  y  quinientos  barriles  de  harina,  al  dinero 
contante,  &  yeinte  y  un  pesos  fuertes  cada  barril,  siendo  as(  que  no 
habiendo  jamas  Picardo  necho  yenir  harinas  por  su  cuenta,  por  pre- 
cision las  ha  tomado  en  esta  plaza  de  una  de  las  primeras  manos  4  un 
precio  mas  baxo,  y  mire  el  sefior  tesorero  que  puedo  nombrarlo.  Me 
oontento  con  dtar  estos  dos  ezemplos  aunque  tengo  otros  muchos  &  la 
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mano.  EgtoB  solos  manifiestan  bien  los  grandes  perjuicios  qae  se 
siguen  al  Estado  de  haoerse  estas  oontratas  clandestiDas  por  el  seftor 
tesorero  contra  lo  prevenido  por  el  Soberano.  Goatratas  de  qae  70  no 
hnbiera  hecho  mencion,  si  el  mismo  sefior  tesorero  no  me  habiese  pre- 
cisado  &  ellO|  7  no  se  bubiese  empe&ado  en  peijadicarme  aplicando  4 
sa  pago  los  caudales  que  el  mismo  Soberano  habia  destinado  para 
satisf'aoer  mi  cr6dito. 

El  Sr.  Soret  en  sn  folio  27  7  28  dioe  qtte  fi  mmca  ha  wtumado  laa 
/undones  de  la  dirtcnAofn  general  de  tAvereej  y  que  yo  mehe  aedlarado 
eu  proiedor  por  miraa  parUcularee^  eiendo  ak  que  aniee  celebraba  gue^ 
to90  oofUrataa  otm  la  teaoreria.  ProcararS  responder  con  la  brevedad 
posible  &  tamaSas  impostura  6  equivocaciones,  sin  embargo  que  me 
ofreoian  materia  para  exposiciones  ma7  largas,  7  que  tal  yez  serian 
poco  gustosas  al  Sr.  Soret. 

En  primer  lugar,  jamas  be  tenido  negooio  direeto  ni  indirecto,  no 
solo  con  la  aotuiu  direoeion  general,  pero  ni  aun  con  ningnno  de  sus 
individuos^  en  particular,  por  consiguiente  es  una  falsedad  manifiesta 
el  que  por  miras  particulares  70  bubiese  tratado  de  ser  su  protector : 
desafio  al  Sr.  Soret  que  desmienta  con  un  solo  becbo  esta  aseroion. 
Es  verdad  que  dixe,  7  nucTamente  me  ratifioo  en  ello,  que  el  Sr.  Soret 
ba  usurpado  las  funciones  de  la  direccion  general.  Para  probar  basta 
la  OTidencia  mi  dicbo,  no  acudirfi  6  su  notoriedad  en  todo  O&diz,  esto 
es,  entre  todos  aquellos  que  tienen  relaciones  de  oomercio  con  la 
Hacienda  publico.  Entre  otros  yarios  citarS  un  becbo  ^ue  oonsta  6  la 
Begencia  7  que  pone  bien  en  claro  mi  verdad,  7  es  el  siguiente. 

Con  fecba  28  de  junio  se  formalizo  contrata  entre  los  directores 
generales  de  provisiones,  7  una  casa  de  C&diz,  para  tres  mil  7  qoini- 
entas  fanegas  de  oebada  al  aprecio  de  sesenta  reales  de  yellon  en 
almacen  dentro  de  C&diz,  pagaderas  en  letras  de  cambio  sobre  Ingla- 
terra.  Bemitida  por  la  direccion  oopia  de  dicba  contrata  al  Sr.  Soret, 
para  que  facilitase  los  medics  del  pagamento,  este  la  ba  devuelto 
neg&ndose  &  faciltar,  el  pago,  7  por  consiguiente,  anulando  una  con- 
trata celebrada  con  la  intervencion  de  dos  corredores  del  niimero,  7 
con  las  formalidades  mas  solemnes.  Cinco  dias  despues  contrato  con 
su  amigo  Picardo  ocbo  mil  doscientas  7  quince  foneeas  de  oebada,  & 
rason  de  sesenta  7  ocbo  reales  vellon,  7  mand6  6,  la  direccion  que  ex- 
tendiese  la  escritura,  como  se  ba  yerificado  con  Picardo,  7  CU70  im- 
porte  ba  sido  satisfecbo  k  dinero  oontante.  Todo  consta  de  documentos 
oficiales  que  el  Senor  Soret  no  pueda  oenltar,  como  tampoco  podr& 
negar  que  ban  venido  oficiales  de  la  Isla  quex&ndose  k  la  Begencia 
que  la  cebada  de  Picardo  era  de  mala  calidad,  7  una  parte  de  tal 
inodo  instil,  que  no  podian  baoer  use  de  ella. 

Si  este  becbo  no  fuera  suficiente  para  oonvenoer  al  Sr.  Soret  7  al 
Piiblico  de  que  el  primero  Aa  usurpado  laefacuUades  de  la  dtreocioii,  y 
Aa  hecho  oontrcUas  eeoandaloeae^  se  pudieran  cttar  otros  muchos,  7  entre 
ellos  la  misma  representacion  becba  por  la  direcion  general  a  la  Be- 

Eencia  con  fecba  de  23  de  ma70,  tocante  al  establecimiento  que  mando 
acer  en  la  Isla  de  dos  almacenes  de  viveres  para  surtir  al  exfircito,  7 
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tambien  la  eKandaloaa  oocorrencia  de  la  oontrata  de  queso  becha  pax 
Boret,(*) 

Eb  caanto  &  lo  que  dice  el  8r.  8oret  de  que  70  oelebraba  en  ofcriB 
ocasiones  oontratas  oon  ]a  tesoreriai  le  responder^  para  aatiafiiocioii 
fiu^a  y  del  Piibliooi  a  fin  de  que  este  bo  crea  alguaa  oosa  malicioaa  en 
mis  oontratos,  que  es  verdad  he  coBtratado  con  el  tesorero  anterior, 
pero  ha  sido  sietnpre  de  orden  y  con  aprobacion  del  ministro  de  Haci- 
enda y  de  la  misma  Begencia,  y  cnanao  no  8e  conocian  otroe  fiiniHona- 
rios  publicos  para  oontratar  cob  Iob  oomeroiaBtes,  ob  uBa  4poca  en  que 
el  BoberaBO  aBB  no  habia  prevenido  nada  en  coBtrario.  ^n^  tiene 
pnes  qBC  acriminar  cb  este  particular  ?    Si  sabe  algBB  moBopolio  mio 

Euede  expoBerlo  al  publico,  y  si  bo  lo  hay,  es .  BBa  malioia  manifiesta 
aber  puolicado  lo  que  dice  baxo  derto  disfras  qBe  siempre  aupone 
algun  delito. 

£1  8r.  Soret,  en  su  exposioioB,  folios  34  y  35,  oob  la  mayor 
satisfacoioB,  asegura  doe  hechos  del  todo  falsos,  y  el  nno  de 
ellos  COB  la  circuBstaBda  de  coBtradecirse  cob  lo  que  el  mis- 
mo  afirma  cb  otra  parte.  A  tales  roBUBcios  ooBdnccB  el  resoBtimieBto 
y  la  mala  fe,  cuaBao  recaoB  cb  hombres  pooo  luchos  ob  escribir  para  el 
Publico.  A  pesar  de  bacer  ver  que  bo  he  toBido  cb  mis  coBtratas  toda 
aqBella  generosidad  de  que  me  jacto,  y  testificaBdo  con  D.  Joan  White, 
asegura  que  ofrecio  tomarme  cuatro  mil  barriles  de  harina  pagando 
cada  uno  alprecio  de  veinte  y  medio  pesos  fnertes,  y  entregaBdo  per 
su  valor  letras  sobre  LoBdres  al  plazo  de  seis  meses,  y  cambio  de  cu- 
arcBta  y  Bueve,  con  cuyas  coudicioBes  facilitaba  igual  articalo  la  casa 
de  D.  !Diego  Wardropp,  a  quieu  seria  preferido,  y  que  a  las  veiBte  y 
cuatro  boras  volvio  White  a  manifestarle  que  bo  me  acomodaba  eeta 
propuesta. 

£1  Sr.  Soret  preseuta  esta  relacioB  truucada  para  faciBar  a  la  Be- 
gcBcia,  o  mas  bieB  al  Publico.  SupouicBdo  la  certesa  de  que  el  pre- 
cio  a  que  page  la  hariua  a  Wardropp  era  el  de  veiBte  y  medio  pesos 
fuertes  cada  barrill,  el  bo  igBoraba  que  la  hariua  de  Wardropp  estaba 
fuera  de  la  dudad,  y  que  auu  bo  habia  pagado  derechos  de  entatKla, 

^  EfU  aven'tura  de  la  c  mftra  dd  queio  et  may  dlgna  da  la  Dodoia  dd  pdUioo.  CSbnipp6 
el  Br.  Soret  lalgiiiioa  centeoarea  de  quintalea  de  este  g^ere,  de  uno  de  aat  amigoa,  de  qnieiet 
hace  mendon  en  su  impreto.  Llevolof  eate  al  almaoen  de  piOTiiionei,  donde  recono^o  por 
las  dependientet  de  la  direecion,  y  halUndola  podrido,  renstieron  so  admUion  en  la  qne  ae 
empe&il>a  el  vendedor  del  qaeao.  DirSgi6M  ette  &  dar  parte  al  8r.  Boret  de  la  realateneia 
heeba  para  adtnitif  sn  queio :  el  Sr.  SoreC  inmediatamente  prodnxo  m  queza  al  Sr.  Figueraa 
contra  aquelloa  empleadoa  ioobedientet ;  y  para  eomprobar  tn  doiacato,  liabl6  de  la  bmidad 
del  g^nero,  y  del  particular  fer?icio  que  habia  becbo  en  tal  oompra,  baxo  §u  rupon$thUidmd. 
El  Sr.  Figueroa  mandd  llamar  al  Sr.  Marc6  del  Ponr,  director  de  provisionei,  para  que  orde- 
naae  &  nit  dependientes  qne  admkleien  el  qoeio ;  maa  ette  aefior  director,  qae  ae  kallaba  en- 
terado  4  fondo  del  negodo,  dixo  al  wiior  ndnistro,  qne  de  ningnn  modo  baila  aean^ante  or- 
denamiento,  porqne  el  tal  queio  era  una  pette.  Detpuei  de  etta  eacena,  ae  aareb6  el  8r. 
Soret  al  almaoen  de  provisionea,  A  eiaminar  por  sf,  comoperitOf  la  calidad  del  qneoo ;  en  evyo 
almacen  bubo  otra  no  menoa  enrioaa,  porque  el  Sr.  Harco  del  Pont,  Tiendo  que  el  aeBor  teao- 
rero  ae  entromecia  en  inapeodonea  proptai  de  la  direodon,  prsfino  A  ana  anbaUemoa  qne  de 
ningnn  mode  reeoaocieaen  al  Sr.  Soret  para  nada  reIati?o  &  talea  geationea,  y  que  oi  aim  le 
permitieaen  la  entrada  en  la  factorfa.  Por  fin  la  ooaa  ae  tranatgi6  con  admitirse  aolamente 
ocbenta  y  aiete  quintalea  de  queao,  qne  annqne  eacogldo  entre  la  partida,  no  cirriO  maa  que 
para  paato  A  loa  pecea  de  la  bab(a,  ai  ea  que  quideron  oomerlo,  porque  reparddo  oomo  radon 
entre  la  tripnladon  de  loa  buqnea,  y  no  pudiendoae  bacer  uao  de  kl,  tuTo  qne  arrojarae  al 
mar ;  dendo  lo  maa  aingular  de  eata  anecdota  que  el  predo  del  queao,  qne  aupoao  el  &. 
Soret  kaber  tMt^nUado  baxo  wu  reipoiuabUadad,  fue  aatiafeebo  con  letraa  redbidaa  dd  aeSor 
C6nen1  inglea. 
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ni  gastoB  de  oonduccion  y  altnacenage,  y  qae  la  mia  liabia  pa^ado  ya 
lo8  derechos,  que  son  veinte  7  nn  reales  de  Tellon  cada  barnl,  cayo 
importe  tenia  yo  ya  entregado  a  la  hacienda  publica,  y  ademas  habia 
coeteado  las  conducciones  y  almaoenages,  cayos  gastos  tenia  qae  haoer 
el  Qobierno  tomando  la  harina  a  Wardropp^  dexando  de  percibir  los 
derechoB  de  entrada,  cuyos  derechos  importaban  ochenta  y  caatro  mil 
reales.  Este  beoho  ciertOi  y  de  que  eetabada  sabedor  el  tesorero  per  el 
mismo  D.  Juan  White,  a  cuyo  testimodio  apelo,  haoe  ver  la  falsedad 
de  la  relacioQ  de  Soret,  y  los  sofismas  a  que  tiene  que  recurrir  para 
cabrir  bu  conducta,  y  preeentarme  tal  cual  desea.  Ann  cuandoyo  des- 
pues  de  tantos  sacrificios  anteriores  no  hubieee  querido  vender  al  mis- 
mo pr ecio  que  otro  oomerciante  mis  harinas,  de  ningun  crimen  ni  falta 
de  generosidad  se  me  podia  arguir ;  mas  no  habiendose  verificado  ni 
aun  esto  en  el  caso  citado  por  el  tesorero,  su  misma  relaoion  puede 
setvir  de  apoyo  a  mis  exposiciones  anteriores,  y  al  convencimiento  del 
mismo  Soret. 

Oonfiesa  al  Oobierno  y  al  Publico,  que  queria  preferirme  a  War- 
dropp.  ^  Por  que  esta  prefrrencia  ?  ^  Beria  jporque  yo  no  hubiese  te- 
nido  jamas  generosidad  en  mis  contratos,  ni  nnbiese  hecho  serTicios  a 
la  nacion,  o  seria  por  lo  contrario?  Si  lo  primero,  esta  preferencia,  y 
esta  oonsideracion  en  un  funcionario  publico  seria  criminal,  0  cuando 
menos  superflua  su  relaoion  para  con  el  Qt)bierno  ;  si  lo  se^undo,  el 
mismo  se  desmiente  a  si  propio,  y  a  lo  que  tantas  veces  repite  en  sus 
exposiciones.  Yamos  claro ;  tales  absurdos  solamente,  se  conciben 
en  una  cabeza  ocupada  de  ideas  sumamente  insanas  o  malignas. 

El  segundo  hecho  es  el  que  supone  para  desmentir  lo  que  yo  afirmo 
en  mi  relaoion  de  2  de  agosto,  cuando  aseguro  que  ha  comprado  hari- 
nas  mas  caras  que  las  que  pudo  l>aber  aj*  stado  conmigo.  Para  probar 
mi  supuesta  falsedad  hablahdo  con  la  Regencia  dice  :  Que  It  consta 
que  dpredo  mete  svbido  del  barrU  de  harina  comprada  en  todo  este  ano 
no  ha  excedidb  de  veinte  y  medio  pesos  fuertes,  y  que  no  huhi^ndo  querido 
yo  dar  la  a  este  precio  esfcdsa  mi  relacion. 

El  Sr.  Soret  se  olvido  de  lo  que  habia  de  decir  en  el  folio  62  en  el 
estado  publicado  de  la  distribucion  del  dinero  que  debe  recaudarse  por 
el  ayuntamiento.  AUi  mismo  presenta  por  data  un  millon  y  cincu- 
enta  mil  reales  destinados  para  su  amigo  D.  Antonio  Picardo,  por  el  imr 

Eorte  de  dos  mil  y  quinientos  barriles  de  harina,  por  cuya  cuenta, 
echa  al  estilo  de  un  oomerciante  y  no  de  un  tesorero  mayor  de  la 
nacion  espafiola^  sal  a  razon  de  veinte  y  un  pesos  fuertes,  ni  mas  ni 
menos,  y  no  es  esta  la  sola  equivocacion  Mi  harina  tenia  pagado, 
como  ya  dixe,  veinte  y  un  reales  de  derechos  por  cada  barril,  cuyo 
desfalco  no  tenia  la  de  Picardo.  Si  a  esto  se  agregan  los  gastos  de 
eonduccion  y  almacenage,  la  perdida  del  descuento  de  las  letras  que 
enfrio  para  pagar  e  dinero  etectivo  en  esta  plaza  a  Picardo,  y  cuya 
perdida  no  sufria  el  Gobierno  en  la  contrata  conmigo,  pues  yo  las 
tomaba  para  cobrar  en  Londres,  resulta  por  un  calculo  nada  exoesivO| 
que  el  barril  de  harina  de  Picardo  salio  a  la  Hacienda  publica  sobre 
veinte  y  tres  duros.  En  vista  de  estos  hechos  el  Publico  decidira  si 
el  Sr.  Soret  me  ofrecia  iguales  ventajas  que  ofrecio  a  Picardo  en  el 
negocio  de  que  trata  en  su  exposicion. 

Concluirg^  pues,  contestando  a  los  dos  nitimos  piirrafos  del  Sr.  Te- 
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sorerOi  didendo,  qne  estoy  pronto  a  prober  en  jnioio  y  en  tribonil 
oompetente  cnanto  ten  go  dicho  aceroa  de  8U  oonducta,  7  de  loe  per- 

i*uicio8  qne  tenso  reclamados.  Mas  para  haoerlo,  segun  previenen  las 
eyes  de  todas  fas  naciones  civilisadasi  es  forzoso  que  el  me  demande 
indicia] mente,  y  qne  el  no  haberlo  hecho,  y  solieitar  qne  lo  haga  la 
"Beffencia  del  reyno,  como  si  esta  fnese  sn  tntora,  6  como  si  el  decoro 
de  la  naoion  espaSola,  como  6\  dice,  se  hallase  interesado  en  defender 
sn  cansa,  es  nn  absurdo  que  solo  pnede  entrar  en  qtiien  desconooe  loe 
principios  de  toda  la  legislacion  y  justiciar 

Sns  serricios  particulares,  one  ni  he  impngnado  ni  conoxoOy  nada 
tienen  qne  ver  en  el  asnnto  oe  que  se  trata.  Todo  eindadano  tiene 
derecho  expedito  para  demandar  de  calnmnia  en  el  correspondiente 
tribunal  de  jnsticia.  Annnciar  eniltticamente  que  la  JRegenda  remur 
nere  sua  Mrvidoa^  jamas  articukudoB  por  sus  labios^  condeseendieMdo  a 
lo  que  todo  eapaiiol  puede  hacer,  o  manifiesta  una  snpercheria  eTidente, 
6  una  idea  insignificante,  para  aparentar  qne  desea  vivamente  hacer 
lo  qne  nadie  le  impide  practicar.  Si  tiene  honor,  y  desea  como  dice 
lavarlo^  el  medio  es  demandarme  en  jnicio,  y  alii  se  rerii  si  su  honor 
como /vacionarto  tanpMieOy  y  como  ctudadano  tan  eonoeidOf  eata  0  no 
grandem^ente  manchado  con  mis  exposieiones, 

Cadiz,  Setiembre  27  de  1812. 

RIOABDO  MEADE. 

NUMEBO  I. 

Annque  el  Gobierno  tiene  resuelto  por  6rden  de  10  de  mayo  an- 
terior, se  atienda  a  vmd.  siempre  que  haya  oportunidad,  y  ademaa  me 
merecen  toda  consideracion  sus  crecidos  desembolsos,  y  el  estado  en 
qne  en  el  dia  se  halla  su  casa  por  esta  razon,  segun  me  manifiesta  en 
su  papel  de  esta  fecha,  es  tal  la  escasez  y  apuro  de  la  tesorerla  general, 
y  tan  perentorias  sus  atenciones,  que  absolutamente  no  me  dexan 
ningun  arbitrio  para  auxiliar  a  vmd.  a  fin  de  que  saiga  de  sus 
apuros. 

Dios  gnarde  a  vmd.  muchos  anos.  Cadiz  5  de  agosto  de  1812. — 
Victor  Doret. — Sr.  D.  Bicardo  Meade. 

Nota  de  una  contrata  que  ofrece  D.  Bicardo  Meade  ol  Gobiemo 

espanoh 

1.  Snrtir  viveres  por  el  valor  de  cincuenta  millones  de  reales  de 
vellon  en  los  efectos  siguientes : 

120,000  Barriles  de  harina. 

60,000  Qnintales  de  arroz. 

10,000  Barriles  de  tocino. 

10,000  Barriles  de  came. 

10,000  Barriles  de  harioa  de  maiz. 

2.  Las  entregas  se  haran  en  la  forma  signiente : 

30,000  Barriles  de  harina. 

600    &    800  Barriles  de  came. 

160    &    200  Id.  de  tocino. 

160    k    200  Barricas  de  arroz. 
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Inmediatamente  despnes  de  la  aprobaoion  de  la  contrata ;  7  lo  demas 
Berk  repartido  en  dooe  proporoiones  ip^uales  oorrespondieiitefl  &  loe 
meses  del  afio  pr6ximo  venidero,  principiaiido  en  el  mes  de  enero,  7 
entregando  caaa  mes  bub  cantidades  oorrespondientes  hasta  conduir 
en  el  mes  de  diciembre. 

3.  Baxo  ningnn  pretexto  ha  de  baxar  la  entrega  de  harina  en 
ningun  mes  de  cinco  mil  barriles ;  si  por  algnn  caso  imprevisto  6 
desgracia  no  Ue^asen  los  barcos  con  la  total  cantidad  estipnlada, 
oompletara  irremisiblemente  la  cantidad  que  falte  en  el  mes  siguiente. 

4.  Si  llegasen  mayores  cantidades  en  nn  mes,  7  acomodase  &  Meade 
entregarlas,  el  Gbbierno  queda  en  la  obligacion  de  recibirlas. 

6.  Oomo  ladetencian  de  los  bnques  en  el  puerto  cansa  machos 
danos  j  perjuicios  a  los  interesados,  se  obliga  el  Oobierno  a  descar- 
^arlos  inmediatamente  de  su  Uegada,  7  para  este  efecto  se  nombrara 
una  persona  con  comision  ezpresa  para  atender  a  este  objeto,  obli* 
gandose  el  Gobierno  a  pagar  las  estadias  que  pneden  originarse. 

6.  Todos  los  efectos  se  ban  de  recibir  a  bordo,  libres  de  todo  gasto 
al  Tendedor,  7  encontrandose  los  generos  one  se  tratan  de  entregar 
inmediatamente  almacenados  dentro  de  Cadizi  entregara  las  liases  de 
los  almacenes,  quedando  dichos  almacenes  por  cuenta  del  Gobierno 
desde  la  fecha  en  que  apruebe  la  contrata  7  se  abonaran  a  Meade  los 
ffttstos  de  desembarque  7  demas  qne  ha7a  pagado,  incloso  el  del 
nospicio  qne  se  exigio  cuando  se  de  eztraocion  .0  venta  al  Gobierno. 

7.  El  paffamento  se  haraen  la  forma  siguiente : 

Doce  millones  de  reales  de  vellon  a  la  Uegada  de  los  primeros 
candales  de  America. 

Ocho  millones  de  reales  de  vellon,  del  dinero  que  debe  tener  el 
Oobierno  en  Londres^  6  bien  de  nua  negociacion  que  se  puede  haoer 
oon  los  ingleses  en  letras  sobre  Londres. 

Y  treinta  millones  de  reales  vellon  en  Yera-Cruz. 

8.  Esta  contrata  se  pasara  a  noticia  de  las  Cortes  generales  v  ex- 
traordinarias,  para  que  examinada  por  S.  M  7  convencido  de  utilidad, 
proceda  a  su  soberana  aprobacion.    Cadiz  30  de  agosto  de  1811. 

BICABDO  MEADE. 

NOTA. 

Debe  ser  tanto  mas  oportnna  esta  contestacion  a  las  exposiciones  de 
los  Sres.  Figueroa  7  Soret,  cuanto  acabo  de  saber,  por  persona 
fidedigna  que  la  Begencia  de  EspaSa  ha  remitido  al  Almirante  de 
la  escuadra  inglesa  varies  exemplares  de  dichas  exposiciones.  Tan 
miserables  papeles  no  serriran  sino  para  desacreditar  mas  7  mas  la 
opinion  de  sus  autores,  7  para  hacer  ver  las  injusticias  que  se  me  han 
hecho,  7  principalmente  despues  que  se  lea  esta  contestacion,  en  la 
que  creo  haber  destruido  todos  sus  miserables  sofismas. 
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No.  III.— "G/' 

Anewer  hy  Mr.  Richard  Meade  to  the  rq^reseniationa  pMished  by  the 
ex-minister  of  finance^  Mr.  Joseph  Vasquez  Figueroa^  and  the  treasurer 
general^  Mr.  Victor  Sorei. 

To  THB  Public  :  Thou  knowest  that  truth  only  injures  and  offends 
those  who  wish  to  conceal  their  injustice.  The  means  of  knowing 
truth  can  only  be  ascertained  by  the  liberty  of  speaking  it.  Under 
these  principles,  indubitable  for  all  those  who  do  not  possess  a  minis- 
terial logic,  from  the  prison  in  which  despotism  and  not  the  laws  has 
1)laced  me,  and  where,  with  as  little  generosity,  the  defenders  of  the 
brmer  still  persecute  me  with  an  implacable  animosity,  I  will 
endeavor  to  place  before  thine  eyes  the  facts  and  reasons  that  will 
prove,  beyond  doubt,  the  truth  of  what  I  have  asserted  in  my  former 
complaints  against  the  government  and  the  sophistry  of  the  late 
statement  of  the  ex-secretary  of  finance,  Mr.  Joseph  Yasques  Figue- 
roa,  published  either  to  excuse  himself  and  the  olBScers  who  have 
been  concerned  in  this  affair,  or  with  the  view  of  depriving  thee  of  a 
right  which  thou  hast  recovered  by  the  blessings  of  the  constitution 
and  of  which  thou  shouldst  be  very  jealous,  since  on  that  depends  thy 
civil  liberty,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  thou  hast  been  placed^  in 
order  to  restrain  the  despotism  of  those  who  govern  thee,  as  is  very 
clearly  expressed  in  the  regulations  relative  to  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

That  mmister  begins  his  statement  by  making  an  analysis  of  the 
contracts  which  the  government  celebrated  with  me  on  the  11th  of 
Hay  and  19th  of  July,  and  not  the  19th  of  August,  as  he  through 
mistake  asserts. 

On  the  24th  of  November  of  that  year  the  government  owed  me, 
as  appears  from  that  account  balanced,  two  millions  three  hundred 
and  thirty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  rials  and 
eighteen  maravedis ;  in  continuation  he  adds,  that  for  the  payment  of 
this  debt  the  government,  under  that  date,  appropriated  a  credit  of 
equal  amount  upon  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  of  London, 
having  issued  the  proper  orders  for  this  purpose  by  agreement  with 
me.  Lastly,  he  adds  that  1  afterwards  required  that  this  order  should 
be  made  a  general  one  against  all  the  funds  that  the  government 
might  have  in  London ;  I  call  the  attention  of  my  reader  to  the  very 
words  of  the  minister:  ^^  Although  hie  request  was  acceded  to  in  Jan^ 
uaryy  1812,  no  advice  was  sent  to  the  agent  for  itsfvijlttmentj  on  acoouni 
of  the  iiyury  which  the  treasurer  general  stated  might  accrue  to  the  gofh 
emment  by  thus  making  the  order  general/' 

The  public  will  no  doubt  be  led  to  believe  that  this  claim  of  mine 
has  been  paid,  and  that  I  have  nothing  more  to  demand  on  this  sub- 
ject, or  rather  it  will  think  that  instead  of  complaints  against  the 
informality  and  tardiness  of  the  minister  and  treasurer  general,  I 
ought  to  thank  them  for  the  punctual  fulfillment  of  the  payment  of 
those  contracts  made  by  me  with  the  government;  but  it  will  be 
scandalized  as  soon  as  it  is  acquainted  with  the  facts  relative  to  this 
businessi  which|  for  the  sake  of  the  Spanish  government|  I  did  not 
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wish  to  seo  published  either  here  or  in  London,  though  my  correspon- 
dents thoaght  it  their  dnty  to  mako  them  known,  nntil  now,  that  Mr. 
Figaeroa  has  placed  me  nnder  the  necessity  of  so  doing. 

In  effect  the  govemment  was  indebted  to  me  for  the  sums  mentioned 
by  the  minister,  proceeding  from  a  contract  approved  of  by  the  consul 
for  the  regency. 

But  the  minister  ought  to  have  added  that  this  was  to  have  been 
paid  in  cash  in  the  month  of  July,  1811 ;  and  that  I  had  been  obliged 
to  make  repeated  applications  for  its  payment  and  not  being  able  to 
obtain  it  I  agreed  on  the  24th  of  November  to  receive  the  bills  in 
question.  The  minister  ought  to  have  stated  (if  he  wishes  to  speak 
frankly  and  knows  the  value  of  the  sacred  obligations  of  a  contract) 
that  even  at  present  I  have  only  received  a  part  of  said  bill,  and  this 
against  his  consent  and  that  of  the  treasurer,  as  appears  by  the  docu- 
ments marked  No.  1  to  17,  which  I  think  proper  to  annex  to  this 
representation  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  convinced  of  the  grounds 
of  my  complaints  and  of  the  little  delicacy  with  which  these  gentle- 
men have  acted,  in  spite  of  the  manifest  danger  they  have  exposed 
themselves  to  of  ruining  forever  the  credit  of  the  government  itself ; 
because  any  one  without  being  a  minister  of  finance  may  know  that 
no  debtor  pays  a  debt  with  a  bill  thctt  is  protested ,  as  has  been  the  case 
with  the  one  given  to  me. 

The  house  of  Keid,  Irving  &  Co.,  being  one  of  the  most  respectable 
in  London,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  receive  a  bill  on  them,  nay  I  solicited 
that  it  should  be  positively  against  said  house  ;  but  having  forwarded 
it  to  my  correspondents  there,  they  informed  me  by  return  packet 
that  the  bill  had  neither  been  accepted  nor  paid,  because  Reid,  Irving 
&  Co.,  had  assured  them  that  they  had  no  funds  in  their  possession 
belonging  to  the  government,  and  that  they  had  no  hopes  of  receiving 
a  single  cent  from  said  house. 

With  this  information  I  solicited  through  Mr.  Joseph  Canga  Ar- 
guelles,  Secretary  of  Finance  at  that  time,  an  order  from  the  regency 
that  said  bill  should  be  paid  out  of  any  other  funds  that  the  govern- 
ment might  have  in  London.  It  was  so  ordered  by  the  regency,  as 
fully  appears  by  documents  Nos.  5  and  6,  of  which  the  treasurer  was 
duly  informed,  as  said  documents  also  proves. 

Unfortunately,  Mr.  Soret,  who  had  become  acting  treasurer,  and 
ought  to  have  complied  with  said  order^  instead  of  obeying  it,  thought 
only  of  eluding  a  compliance  with  it,  as  appears  by  the  olBScial  notes 
marked  7  and  8.  As  soon  as  I  received  Mr.  Canga  Arguelles's  note, 
marked  No.  7,  without  losing  one  moment  I  caused  it  to  be  certified 
by  the  consul  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  sent  it  to  my  corres- 
pondents, who,  owing  to  Mr.  Soret  not  having  prefixed  any  exchange, 
were  only  able  to  collect  one  million  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  rials  and  twenty  maravedis, 
but  not  out  of  any  funds  of  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  but  from 
those  of  Cockrane  Johnstone,  which  money  would  not  have  been  re- 
covered so  easily  by  the  Spanish  government  if  it  had  not  been  by  the 
applications  and  repeated  solicitations  of  my  correspondents. 

To  recover  the  whole  amount  of  my  debt  it  became  necessary  that 
tlie  treasurer,  Mr.  Soret,  should  approve  of  the  payment  of  that  part 
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recovered  by  my  oorreepondents  and  that  he  should  fix  the  exchange ; 
but  all  my  efforts  were  nseleBS  to  obtain  it,  as  may  be  seen  by  docn- 
ments  Nos.  11,  12,  and  13.  This  was  the  state  of  this  bosineas  in  the 
month  of  Febraary,  1812,  when  the  government,  being  again  in  want, 
saw  itself  obliged  to  make  a  new  contract  with  me,  which  was  con- 
cluded on  the  27th  of  that  month,  the  commissioners  named  for  that 
purpose  by  the  regency  were  Mr.  Soret,  and  Messrs  Migael  Lobo, 
and  Udefonso  Buiz  del  Bio,  as  members  of  the  Janta  of  Ci^iz. 

To  obtain,  then,  the  jnst  recovery  of  my  bill,  I  insisted  npon  not 
making  any  other  contract  unless  the  treasurer  would  give  the  proper 
orders  to  settle  this  affair,  by  ordering  the  payment  of  the  bill  referred 
to.  To  give  greater  security  and  strength  to  the  engagement,  dis* 
trusting  the  conduct  of  the  treasurer  general,  I  stipulated  accordingly, 
and  an  express  condition  was  inserted  in  the  contract  in  the  following 
words :  '^  The  government  binds  isself  to  settle  all  the  aocoonts  that 
may  be  pending  with  Meade,  and  to  order  the  payment  of  the  bill  on 
London  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  informed  that  the  same  will  not  be  paid 
immeduUdy,  substituting  in  its  stead  either  orders  or  bills  for  other 
sums  that  the  royal  finance  may  have  in  that  place/' 

I  ought  to  inform  the  reader  that  this  clause  was  put  in  and  written 
by  Mr.  Bomanillos  himself,  minister  ad  interim  of  AnemodcU  thai  timej 
and  that  it  was  afterwards  approved  of  by  the  regency. 

Mr.  Figueroa  having  shortly  after  entered  into  the  office  as  minister 
of  finance,  and  having  been  urged  repeatedly  by  me  to  the  fulfillment 
of  so  sacred  a  contract,  and  the  payment  of  a  debt  so  long  due, 
answered  me  on  the  4th  of  July,  announcing  to  me  the  scandalous  de- 
termination that  the  bill  was  not  to  be  paid  from  any  other  funds  but 
the  imaginary  ones  (at  least,  so  they  were  to  me)  of  the  house  of  Beid, 
Irving  &  Co.,  disapproving,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  part  recovered 
from  the  house  of  Uockrane  Johnstone,  and  further  adaed,  if  the  bill 
given  to  me  was  not  paid  in  the  space  of  six  other  months,  by  my  re- 
turning the  original  draft,  which  he  ought  to  know  could  not  remain 
in  my  bands  unless  I  returned  the  money  recovered,  which  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  do,  then  the  government  would  find  the  means  of 
satisfying  in  Cadiz  this  sum,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  my  claims  pending 
in  the  treasury,  (see  document  No.  16) — that  is  to  say,  he  sought 
shameful  motives  unknown  among  men  faithful  to  their  engagements, 
in  order  to  defer  the  payment  of  a  debt  for  which  a  term  had  been  ex- 
pressly stipulated  by  two  authentic  documents  and  two  royal  orders. 

After  examining  these  documents,  which  Mr.  Figueroa  cannot  deny, 
unless  he  denies  his  own  signature,  who  will  not  remain  astonished  at 
a  proceeding  so  unjust  and  indecorous  ?  This  affair  being  placed  in 
its  true  light,  as  I  have  now  placed  it,  does  not  the  wilful  want  of  ex- 
actitude and  information  of  the  minister  of  finance  appear  clear? 
Does  the  science  of  political  economy  and  the  fulfillment  of  contracts 
made  with  a  government  of  good  faith  consist  in  such  management? 
Surely,  Mr.  Figueroa,  who  ought  not  to  bear  me  any  resentment  for 
my  former  complaints,  would  have  done  better  to  remain  silent,  and 
not  take  upon  himself  to  be  the  champion  of  this  dispute,  or,  at  least, 
in  order  to  do  it,  he  ought  to  have  kept  in  mind  that  we  were  not  in 
those  times  when  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  we  foreigners,  residents  in 
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their  country,  had  not  the  liberty  (dangerous  as  he  may  think  it)  of 
ezpressinff  and  stating  facts  such  as  they  occurred. 

From  the  above  exposition  (laying  aside  the  injustice  and  non-ful- 
fillment of  the  stipulations)  the  proof  of  the  conclusion  is  clear  of  thei 
gratuitous  assertion  of  the  minister  and  treasurer  general,  that  it  was 
only  for  want  of  means  that  I  had  not  been  paid,  when,  in  order  to 
eflPect  that  object,  his  signature  alone  was  necessary,  which  he  not  only 
refused  to  give,  but  he  sent  an  order  to  the  Spanish  agent  in  London 
to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  money  that  hM  been  paid  to 
iny  correspondents.  Neither  can  the  minister  or  treasurer  find  a  plea 
for  their  proceedings  in  the  orders  of  the  regency,  because  the  latter 
had  approved  the  contract  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  in  which 
the  prompt  and  effective  payment  out  of  any  funds  that  might  be  in 
London  had  been  stipulated  in  the  clearest  manner. 

As  respects  the  payment  of  this  bill,  in  the  history  of  which  the 
minister  Figueroa  thinks  himself  as  well  informed  as  he  appears 
satisfied  with  his  own  conduct,  believing  that  the  government  has 
fulfilled  its  engagement  with  me,  I  request  the  public  to  read  with 
attention  to  these  remarks,  for  although  they  may  not  be  as  wise  as 
those  of  a  genius  conversant  with  the  science  of  finance,  at  least  they 
are  as  true  as  those  are  inexact.  In  the  first  place,  I  had  the  right  to 
complain,  because  they  had  not  fulfilled  the  payment  in  ready  money 
in  the  month  of  July,  1811.  Secondly,  because  the  money  which  I 
ought  to  have  received  in  cash  in  that  month  was  converted  into  a  bill 

Siven  me  in  November.  Thirdly,  because  this  bill  was  protested, 
'ourthly,  because  another  bill  ouffht  to  have  been  substituted  in  its 
place  by  order  of  the  regency,  and  was  not  done  merely  because  Mr. 
Figueroa  did  not  choose  it,  or  rather  Mr.  Soret,  who,  in  order  to  ruin 
me,  insisted  that  I  might  be  contented  with  a  protested  bill,  with  no 
reason  than  because  I  had  received  it,  expecting  it  would  be  paid. 
Fifthly,  because  in  the  contract  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  and 
approved  of  by  the  actual  regency,  the  immediate  payment  of  this  bill 
from  whatever  funds  might  be  in  London  was  stipulated  in  the  most 
explicit  manner.  Sixthly,  because,  having  recovered  a  part  in  virtue 
of  the  said  official  letter  of  Mr.  Oanga  Argiielles,  and  not  from  the 
order  of  the  treasurer,  as  he  ought  to  have  communicated  it  to  the 
Spanish  agent  in  London,  it  has  not  been  approved  of  by  Messrs. 
Figueroa  &  Soret,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  in  strict  justice.  Seventhly , 
because,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  these  two  gentlemen,  I  re* 
main  at  the  present  moment  without  having  recovered  more  than 
1 ,998,278  rials  of  vellon  and  20  maravadis  Now,  Mr.  Figueroa,  is 
this  treatment  suitable  to  a  merchant?  Is  this  the  conduct  of  a  man 
of  probity  placed  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation  ?  Is  it  the 
same  thing  to  give  a  protested  bill  as  to  receive  its  amount?  Has  the 
creditor  who  is  paid  in  this  manner  nothing  more  to  claim  ?  Does 
not  good  faith  exact  that  a  good  bill  should  be  substituted  in  the  place 
of  a  protested  one  ?  And  can  ignorance  be  alleged  by  Mr.  Soret  on 
this  subject  when  I  showed  hira  the  bill  protested  by  Beid,  Irving 
&  Co. — that  is  to  say,  the  declaration  of  the  house  that  they  had  no 
property  in  their  hands  belonging  to  the  Spanish  government? 
The  public,  and  above  all  the  commercial  part  of  it,  will  be  yerj  fiir 
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from  approving  such  oondact,  or  oontenting  themselves  in  their  con- 
tracts with  sucQ  a  fnlfillment  of  them. 

Despotism,  and  not  sound  reason,  can  alone  persoade  itself  that  it 
is  the  same  thing  to  a  merchant  to  receive  a  protested  hill  from  his 
debtor  as  to  recover  what  is  due  to  him.  I  have  never  tried  to  investi- 
gate the  general  opeiations  of  the  minister  of  finance,  hut  I  know  I 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  his  subterfuges  and  his  conduct,  when  I 
ought  to  have  recovered  this  debt  in  Cadis ;  and  afterwards  by  conde- 
scension in  London,  jet  I  find  myself,  from  his  fault,  or  that  of  his 
subalterns,  under  this  advance  much  to  the  prejudice  of  my  interests. 
And  who  will  indemnify  me  for  the  injuries  arising  from  the  delay  of 
this  payment,  that  ought  to  have  been  realized  in  June,  1811,  and  at 
this  moment  has  not  yet  been  satisfied  ?  Is  this  a  reli^ous  fulfillment 
of  contracts  ?  Does  not  the  minister  commit  himself  grossly  by  the 
statement  that  he  has  made  of  this  affair,  presenting  the  matter  as  one 
concluded,  and  in  which  they  have  done  me  a  great  favor. 

Tbe  just  and  impartial  public,  when  the  naked  truth  is  presented  to 
them,  will  know  how  to  decide  on  this  afiair  better  than  Mr.  Figaeroa. 
Let  us  proceed  to  the  second  article  of  this  exposition,  which  is  the 
contract  celebrated  with  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  under  date  of  19th  of  De- 
cember. 

Under  this  contract  there  were  delivered  to  me  two  (libramientos) 
bills,  one  of  them  for  eighty-eight  thousand  hard  dollars,  payable  out 
of  the  first  funds  that  might  arrive  from  Peru  or  New  Spain,  and  the 
other  for  seventy-five  thousand  bard  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  the  Havana. 
From  the  first  I  have  not  received  a  single  cent,  and  from  the  second, 
according  to  the  last  accounts  that  I  had  from  the  Havana,  dated  in 
June,  they  have  not  yet  paid  the  half.  Before  I  make  any  observa- 
tions upon  the  nullity  of  these  drafts,  and  what  the  minister  asserts 
in  his  representation,  I  shall  speak  of  the  other  debts  mentioned  in  the 
following  article,  because  the  same  comments  will  serve  equally  to  re- 
fute the  foundation  on  which,  in  both  one  and  the  other,  the  minister 
wishes  to  prejudice  the  public,  saying  <'  that  the  ocmditioM  of  all  the 
contracts  have  been/tdfiUedy  and  consequently  my  complaints  and  daims 
are  ungrounded. ' ' 

The  third  contract  of  which  Mr.  Figueroa  speaks  was  concluded  on 
the  2l8t  of  January^  1812,  with  Mr.  Joseph  Canga  Argfielles,  and  ap- 

I)roved  of  by  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary.  By  it  was  stipu- 
ated  that  I  should  be  paid  at  two  different  epochas,  one  half  from  the 
first  funds  that  might  arrive  from  America,  the  other  half  from  the 
second  arrivals.  Before  examining  the  fulfillment  of  these  contracts, 
in  order  that  the  public  should  be  convinced  of  my  patriotism  and  my 
ardent  desires  to  serve  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  nation,  I  think  it 
sufficient  to  advise  it  to  read  with  attention  my  official  letter,  remitted 
to  the  minister  of  finance  at  that  time,  an  exact  copy  of  which  says :  * '  I 
received,  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  the  official  letter  that  your  excellency 
has  been  pleased  to  send  me  by  order  of  his  excellency,  the  supreme 
council  of  the  regency,  informing  me  of  the  desires  of  his  highness  to 
remit  immediately  a  considerable  quantity  of  flour  and  provisions  to 
Carthagena  and  Alicant,  which  places  are  in  the  greatest  want ;  and 
his  highness  has  been  pleased  to  order  that  your  excellency  should  ask 
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me  if  I  were  willing  to  render  the  senrice  of  sncconring  these  necessi* 
ties.  ^  Yonr  excellency  being  aware  that  I  had  come  forward  on  other 
occasions  and  done  eqnal  servioeSy  and  that  in  this  case  I  mnst  remit 
with  the  greatest  possible  brevity  the  propositions  upon  the  prices  and 
modes  of  payment.  Yonr  excellency  onght  to  know  my  ardent  desires 
on  the  many  occasions  that  have  offered  themselves  of  supporting  the 
cause  of  Spain,  and  even  now  that  I  see  the  kingdom  almost  in  an 
interregnum^  on  the  point  of  suffering  a  sudden  change,  surrounded 
by  a  thousand  difficulties  and  troubles,  abandoned  to  a  certain  degree 
by  thos^  who  have  the  greatest  interest  in  supporting  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  I  am  aware  of  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  places  that 
your  excellency  names  in  your  official  note,  as  well  as  the  miserable 
state  in  which  the  armies  of  Estremadura  and  Galicia  are  in,  both  of 
them  literally  perishing  with  hunger  ;  but  I  supplicate  your  excellency 
to  inform  his  highness  that  at  this  critical  moment,  so  far  am  I  from 
not  wishing  to  concinne  my  efforts  for  the  causeof  Spain,  that  I  hasten 
to  remit  to  your  excellency  a  proposition  for  the  immediate  delivery  of 
provisions  to  the  value  of  near  eleven  millions  of  rials  of  vellon. 

*'  I  only  require  and  exact  from  your  excellency  the  fulfiUment  of  the 
part  for  which  the  government  may  become  responsible  for.  As  to  money, 
I  know  the  government  has  none.  I  do  not  ask  for  it  until  the  arrival 
of  funds  from  America ;  I  ask  and  exact  that  no  other  destination 
should  be  given  of  the  funds  that  have  been  or  may  be  appropriated  to  me. 

''  Cadiz,  January  20,  1812." 

The  result  was,  that  under  date  27th  of  February  of  the  present 
year,  in  a  special  committee  named  by  the  existing  regency,  and  com- 

Eosed  of  Mr.  Soret,  Mr.  Miguel  de  Lobo,  and  Mr  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del 
lio,  a  contract  was  made  with  me,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that 
they  should  give  me  a  (libramiento)  bill  of  three  hundred  thousand 
hard  dollars  against  the  royal  revenue  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  they 
should  pay  me  28,000  hard  dollars  in  Cadiz,  on  the  Slst  of  May,  being 
the  balance  of  that  contract ;  the  result  is  that  the  government  owes 
me  the  following : 

An  order  of  Mr.  Soret  upon  Gandarsegui,  of  London,       BUU  voiion. 
for   balance  of  the  contracts  of  May  and  July, 
1811 2,336,227  18 

An  order  on  the  Havana 1,600,000 

Received  on  acct.  until  the  month  of  June. . .    600,000 

900  00 

Bill  of  Mr.  Soret  in  favor  of  the  Junta  of  Cadiz,  dated 
21st  January,  payable  out  of  the  first  funds  that 
should  arrive  from  America  on  account  of  the  con- 
tract of  December,  1811 1,760,000  00 

Two  bills  in  favor  of  Meade,  payable  out  of  the  first 

and  second  funds  that  might  arrive  from  America      4,080,000  00 

Contract  of  27th  February,  by  which 

ought  to  be  paid  in  Cadiz 560,000 

In  Vera  Cruz 6,000,000 

6,660,000  00 
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Several  some  pending  in  the  treMnry  of  the  govern-         ^W«  Taikn. 
ment  ordered  to  be  paid  from  orders  dnly  oommn- 
nicated  by  the  minister  of  finance  to  the  treasurer 
general  since  1811 934,582  32 


•«n 


(*)  16,670,800  10 

Of  all  this  snm,  immensely  ereat  for  any  one  house,  they  have  only 

I^aid  me  twenty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  belonging  to  the 
ast  contract,  and  that  part  of  the  bill  recovered  in  London  from  the 
Spanish  agent,  and  this  latter  sum  is  reclaimed  by  that  agent  from 
my  correspondents  because  Mr.  Soret  has  not  been  pleased  to  approve 
the  payment.  Mr.  Figueroa,  in  the  ninth  page  of  his  representation, 
speaKing  of  my  claim,  says  ^^thaf,  it  being  an  old  debt  it  might  give  me 
some  preference  amongst  those  of  the  same  kindj  but  not  under  the  flea 
(^  urgency  y  because  with  that  which  I  unshed  to  exact  they  were  at^md- 
tng  to  dgects  of  the  greatest  interest ^  as  appears  by  the  respective  depart- 
ments ^  and  wiihmt  which  means  even  tne  defence  of  this  place  would 
have  been  pctralyzedj  if  (he  results  had  not  been  even  more  dreadftU;" 
and  concludes  with  an  emphasis  worthy  of  his  genius  and  great 
knowledge  in  these  verv  words  :  ^^  Let  Meade  answer  now  if,  in  this 
caee,  his  debt  ought  to  be  preferred  or  not  ?  Supposing  what  is  only 
within  the  reach  of  the  minister,  that  is,  that  the  said  department  was 
capable  of  giving  a  testimony  to  graduate  the  urgency  of  the  empire." 
I  will  prove  to  the  public  of  Cadiz  that  no  object  can  be  more  urgent 
or  more  sacred  than  mine ;  at  the  same  time  that  I  will  show  that  the 
government  had  the  means  of  satisfying  me  without  being  much  in- 
convenienced, and  that  only  the  caprice  and  personal  resentment  of 
the  minister  and  treasurer  general  have  been  the  cause  of  the  failure 
of  my  credit  and  of  the  immense  injury  that  I  have  sn£fered,  and  that 
as  yet  has  had  no  other  compensation  or  reparation  but  that  of  my 
scandalous  arrest,  where  even  the  minister  has  the  want  of  generosity 
to  come  and  insult  me,  without  remembering  that  by  the  very  act  of 
my  oppression  and  my  not  ever  having  insulted  him,  as  he  pretends,  I 

*The  difference  between  ihif  account  and  the  same  inaerted  in  my  repreaentation  (when  I 
»«id  I  was  under  an  advance  of  more  than  fourteen  milliona)  prooeeds  frcn  the  57U,06O  riab 
of  Tellon  (|38,5(M))  nol  being  deducted » which  were  received  in  June,  (the  only  pajment 
that  Mr.  Soret  has  deigned  to  make  me  since  he  entered  the  office  of  treasurer  on  the  first 
day  of  the  present  year,)  and  the  sum  of  one  million  nine  hundred  and  etghty-eight  thoosand 
two  hendred  and  seventy-eight  rials  and  twenty  niaravedis  received  by  my  correspondents  in 
London,  that  I  have  a  right  to  believe  will  be  approved  of  since  his  Majesty  the  cortes  general 
and  eztraordinanr  had  positively  ordered  that  what  had  been  stipulated  with  roe  ahoald  be 
religiously  fulfilled,  and  which  order  was  communicated  under  date  I9th  of  August,  Mr. 
Figueroa  pretends  to  be  ignorant  of.  These  two  suns  snbtracted  from  16,570,8(W  16  riab 
vellon  would  leave  me  at  the  present  moment  under  an  advance  of  14,013,591  rials  and  90 
toaravedis,  from  which  sum  six  millions  nine  hundred  thousand  rials  are  to  be  paid  in  Vera 
Cruz  and  the  Havana,  and  the  rest,  which  is  seven  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  rials  and  thirty  maravedis,  to  be  paid  in  Gkdis,  which 
proves  beyond  doubt  what  I  have  stated  in  my  pampnlet,  page  43,  in  tne  fbllowiiur  words : 
"  I  present  to  your  Majesty  an  account,  marked  No.  II,  by  which  your  Majestv  wUTsee  that 
1  am  at  present  under  an  advance  to  the  government  of  more  than  fourteen  millions  ef  rials, 
for  whidi  I  must  go  to  Amerioa  to  recover  the  half,  and  1  have  only  beg||;ed  the  regeney  thu 
it  should  interest  itself  in  my  behalf,  in  order  that  tJie  English  consul  might  take  on  his  own 
account  the  libramientos  tliat  together  do  not  amount  to  six  millions  of  rials,  and  that  tbev 
should  pay  me  out  of  the  Ueaaoty  the  rost  of  the  claims  I  have  against  it. 
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was  entitled  to  another  kind  of  regard  on  his  part.  Bat  the  man  of 
character  redoubles  his  firmness  in  adversity,  and  from  the  same  cause. 
his  representations  and  reports  will  not  frighten  me. 

In  my  memorial  to  the  oortes,  page  35, 1  showed  that  my  contracts 
had  been  made  at  a  moment  when  the  nation  was  most  in  want  of  re- 
flonrces,  and  when  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  were 
more  depressed  than  usual  by  the  surrender  of  Yalentia. 

The  provincial  junta  of  Oadiz,  by  order  of  the  sovereign,  managed 
all  that  related  to  the  provisions  for  the  maintenance  of  this  place 
and  island.  It  being  impossible  to  satisfy  the  indispensable  obliga- 
tions for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  stipulated  with  the 
English  ambassador  for  the  loan  of  two  millions  of  hard  dollars,  as 
appears  by  papers  published  at  that  time.  The  ambassador  remitted 
this  agreement  to  his  government  for  its  approbation,  and  the  answer 
being  retarded,  the  junta  found  itself  without  a  single  ration^  even  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  advanced  posts  of  the  line. 

This  is  well  known  to  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  as  also  to  the  regency  and 
to  those  who  have  been  employed  in  the  affairs  of  the  department  of 
finance.  At  this  moment  of  distress,  when  there  was  not  a  single 
native  who  would  lend  the  government  a  cent;  when  even  the  English 
ambassador  himself  refused  to  give  any  assistance,  as  I  was  informed 
by  Mr.  Miguel  de  Lobo  and  Mr.  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Rio,  the  former 
commissioned  by  the  junta  to  ask  assistance  from  him  ;  and  when  this 
corporation  thought  of  exacting  a  forced  contribution,  the  realizing 
of  which  would  have  been  very  doubtful,  and  in  all  cases  inefficacious 
for  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  day,  solicited  by  the  junta,  and  on  its 
first  request,  without  delaying  one  moment,  I  came  forward  to  offer 
the  resources  that  were  required  for  the  subsistence  of  the  armies  of 
the  island  and  Cadiz,  without  exacting  any  money  immediately,  and 
contenting  myself  with  stipulating  that  they  should  satisfy  and  pay 
me  for  the  flour  and  the  other  provisions  at  the  current  cash  prices  of 
the  day  at  the  stated  periods  determined  by  the  oontractSi  marked 
Nos.  18  and  19. 

In  this  manner  I  voluntarily  deprived  myself  of  my  fortune  and 
that  of  my  family  to  succor  the  most  urgent  necessities  of  the  state  at 
that  moment.  In  order  that  the  public  and  even  the  minister  may 
remain  convinced  (if  Mr.  Figueroa  can  be  convinced)  of  the  important 
service  that  in  that  critical  moment  I  rendered  the  Spanish  nation, 
let  them  learn  that,  according  to  what  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  government  has  declared,  to  wit :  Mr.  Miguel  de  Lobo  himself 
offered  to  the  broker  who  manages  the  private  contracts  of  Mr.  Soret, 
and  with  whose  intervention  alone  the  minister  is  anxious  to  satisfy 
the  public,  in  order  to  prove  his  eood  management  of  the  nation, 
650,000  rials  more,  and  he  would  have  even  given  him  a  million  to 
find  out  a  person  who  would  make  another  contract  as  advantageous 
and  on  the  same  terms  as  the  one  I  had  just  concluded.  I  ought  also 
to  inform  the  public  that  the  former  contract  with  Mr.  Canga  Ar- 
ffiielles,  which  was  concluded  with  the  intervention,  and  approved  of 
by  the  oortes  itself,  in  order  to  remit  twelve  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
to  Alicant  and  Carthamna,  was  not  less  beneficial  or  urgent.  I  will 
not  stop  to  make  any  observations  upon  this  truth,  but  will  content 
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myself  by  referring  the  readers  to  the  documente  marked  Noa.  21  and  22, 
and  my  answer  (already  cited)  to  Mr.  Oansa  Arguelles.  Well,  then, 
has  there  been  any  other  contract  celebrated  at  such  low  prices  as  mine 
at  an  epoch  when  the  country  has  been  in  the  greatest  need  ?  Is  there 
any  of  an  older  date,  or  that  ought  to  be  paid  with  greater  preference? 
Has  there  been  any  other  stipulated  under  more  express  and  positive 
conditions,  and  the  fulfillment  of  which  has  been  ordered  as  well  by 
the  regency  as  by  the  sovereign  with  greater  particularity  than  mine? 
Is  there  any  citizen  who  has  claims  as  immense  by  a  great  deal  against 
the  government  as  I  have,  to  presume  that  their  payments  are  more 
urgent  than  mine  ?  I  don't  say  any  individual.  Is  there  any  corpo- 
ration that  has  done  equal  services  and  made  advances  as  those  that 
I  have  done;  and,  to  my  misfortune,  I  am  under  an  advance,  without 
any  other  reward  than  a  prison,  that  will  scandalize  Europe,  in  spite 
of  the  scientific  force  with  which  Mr.  Figueroa  pretends  to  disguise 
this  afifair,  as  shameful  for  him  as  the  government  and  the  treasurer 
general  ?  Now,  let  the  public  decide,  without  Mr.  Figueroa  is  fright- 
ened at  the  public  decision,  or,  if  he  wishes  it,  let  him  say  was  there 
any  debt  more  sacred,  more  urgent,  either  from  its  quantity  or  qualitj, 
than  mine  ?  Of  what  use  are  written  contracts  if  the  plainest  and 
most  positive  stipulations  of  them  are  to  become  null  by  subsequent 
ones,  or  by  new  urgencies  of  the  state  ? 

Mr.  Figueroa  has  confessed  that  such  things  as  contracts  of  finance 
he  does  not  understand  much  about,  and  though  he  even  might  not 
confess  it  in  good  faith,  his  conduct  towards  me  clearly  proves  it,  and 
it  is  consequently  unnecessary  for  me  to  lose  my  time  in  demonstrating 
it ;  but  I  would  wish  that,  in  order  not  to  Odotradict  himself  by  this 
confession,  he  should  not  take  upon  himself  to  judge  and  decide  so 
hastily  and  incorrectly  on  matters  beyond  his  comprehension.  On 
the  other  side,  to  let  the  public  see  that  my  suspension  of  payment 
has  been  owing  to  a  want  of  principle  on  their  part,  and  not  to  the 
impossibilitv  of  my  being  paid,  as  Messrs.  Figueroa  and  Soret  stu- 
diously wisn  it  to  be  supposed,  I  will  present  it  with  some  oflicial 
documents,  and  some  also  that  are  not  official^  but  undeniable,  that 
will  convince  it  of  my  assertiou.  In  the  first  place,  for  the  mere  ap- 
proval that  was  exacted  from  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  my  bill 
upon  London,  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  government  should  bereave 
itself  of  any  funds.  In  the  second  place,  as  appears  by  the  statement 
of  funds  from  America,  published  by  the  treasurer  himself,  the  finance 
department  has  received  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  the  29th  of 
February,  by  the  frigate  Nueba  Amable,  Amistad,  and  the  brig  Quinet, 
one  million  eight  hundred  and  fifly-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  rials  and  eight  maravedis.  There  it  evidently  appears  that  the 
government  has  manifestly  failed  in  its  stipulation  with  me,  and  it 
has  not  only  broken  a  solemn  contract,  but  has  acted  with  the  most 
scandalous  despotism,  when  the  sovereign  had  agreed  and  ordered  that 
this  money  should  be  particularly  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  my 
debt.  The  minister  surely  will  not  be  frightened  in  acting  contrary 
to  such  pinciples ;  nay,  it  appears  that  he  sees  a  risk  in  their  execu- 
tion, which  he  proves  without  any  disguise  by  the  little  respect  that 
he  snows  to  the  means  established  by  law,  in  order  that  the  citiasens 
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may  complain  against  the  injastice  and  despotism  of  those  who  govern. 
Public,  thoQ  wilt  decide  whether  such  a  minister  can  pride  himself 
with  moderation  and  truth  on  no  one* 8  being  able  to  make  any  refltctiyna 
upon  hia  actumSf  and  whether  he  is  better  calculated  to  consolidate  the 
new  established  constitution  than  to  command  in  a  country  of  slaves. 

In  the  third  plctce,  the  ship  Stattdard,  so  much  talked  of  by  the  gov- 
ernmenti  having  arrived,  and  for  which  period  the  fulfilment  of  my 
contracts  had  been  constantly  promised  me  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, I  applied,  as  appears  by  the  official  documents  marked  Nos.  23, 
24,  and  25  ;  but  instead  of  giving  me  money,  they  gave  me  the  ridic- 
ulous answer  marked  No.  26.  I  insisted  that  they  should  give  me 
what  belonged  to  me  from  the  duties  arising  from  the  introduction  of 
private  property,  as  appears  by  the  official  document  No.  27  ;  but  the 
minister  and  Mr.  Soret,  by  their  great  knowledge  of  public  finance, 
stated  that  I  ought  not  to  be  paid,  since  the  money  proceeding  from 
said  duties  did  not  belong  to  me  by  the  stipulation  of  my  contracts, 
when  the  fact  was  that  no  such  di£ference  had  been  made.  This  is  the 
result  of  the  answer  they  sent  me,  marked  No.  28,  and  behold  what  I 
call  shameful  subterfuges  of  the  minister  and  treasurer. 

In  the  fourth  place,  in  a  few  days  his  Majesty's  brig  Cazador  ar- 
rived from  the  Havana,  and  brought  fur  the  government  two  hundred 
thousand  hard  dollars.  I  again  applied  ;  but  instead  of  money,  they 
gave  me  an  answer  of  a  new  stamp ;  and  in  order  that  the  public  may 
be  scandalized  at  its  contents  and  at  the  known  bad  faith  of  the  treas- 
urer, Mr.  Soret,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  minister  who  authorized  it,. 
let  it  read  its  literal  contents,  which,  copied  verbatim^  says  thus  : 

"Cadiz,  June  3,  1812. 

"  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  is  disposed  to  indemnify  you,  accord- 
ing to  your  contract  made  with  it,  with  the  funds  that  may  arrive 
from  America  proceeding  from  the  revenues  of  the  nation  in  those  do- 
minions for  the  two  millions  and  forty  thousand  rials,  the  value  of 
the  flour  that  you  advanced  for  the  succor  of  Alicant  and  Cartha- 

fena,  but  it  does  not  think  itself  obliged  to  pay  you  with  the  funds 
rought  by  the  packet  brig  Cazador  from  the  Havana,  because  these 
are  not  from  those  proceeds,  but  the  property  of  different  corporations 
who  have  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  with  the  ob- 
ject of  assisting  it  in  its  grievous  and  absolute  obligation,  of  which  I 
inform  you,  by  order  of  his  highness^  for  your  intelligence.  God  pre- 
serve you  many  years. 

"FIGDEROA. 

^^BlCHARI)    MbADB." 

But,  although  so  ridiculous  a  pretext  might  be  of  some  weight  if  true,. 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  prove,  by  papers  furnished  by  the  treasurer 
himself  in  consequence  of  my  complaints,  that  it  is  entirely  false  that 
the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  the  proceeds  of  individual, 
property  or  corporations,  and  not  the  revenues  and  duties  of  the  State. 

Iq  the  fifth  place,  before  the  provisions  had  been  consumed  that  I 
had  furnished  the  government  with,  the  ratification  of  the  contract 
made  by  the  junta  of  Cadiz  with  the  English  ambassador  arrived ;  and. 
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since  that  time  there  has  not  passed  a  single  month  in  which  the 
treasurer,  Soret,  has  not  receivea  through  this  channel  more  than  four 
millions  of  rials,  without  counting  on  above  two  millions  and  a  half, 
at  le€kst,  received  from  this  custom-house.  The  treasurer  received,  be- 
sides these  sums,  ten  millions  of  rials  from  the  junta  of  Cadiz  ;  and 
besides  these  again,  by  a  low  calculation,  he  has  received  an  equal 
quantity  of  certain  credits  in  London^  not  including  the  ten  millions 
of  rials  that  the  (ayuntamiento)  municipality  of  Cadiz  has  contributed. 
The  treasurer  also  took  about  two  millions  of  rials  belonging  to  the 
National  Bank  of  Saint  Charles,  that  arrived  from  Lima  in  the  ship 
Standard,  notwithstanding  its  being  the  property  of  individuals — ^a 
thing  very  opposite  to  the  scrupulous  ideas  of  Mr.  Figueroa,  expressed 
in  the  answer  that  he  gave  me  when  I  asked  that  he  should  assist  me 
with  a  part  of  this  money,  and  is  here  annexed,  marked  No.  28.  The 
treasurer  has  also  received  into  his  possession  ft  large  sum  from 
donations  remitted  in  produce  from  America.  At  page  11  Mr. 
Figueroa  says :  Meade  states  that  the  committee  of  finanot  has  re- 
mained completely  convinced  that  Mr.  Soret  has  failed  in  the  contracts 
made  with  him  ;  I  cannot  hut  say  that  I  doubt  it  much. 

With  this  doubt  that  Mr.  Figueroa  supposes,  he  wishes  to  prejudice 
the  public,  in  order  that  it  may  also  doubt  that  the  special  committee 
of  finance  has  remained  convinced  that  he  has  not  failed  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  contracts  made  by  the  government  with  me.    After  an 
examination  of  the  said  committee,  the  sovereign  was  pleased  to  resolve 
"^Aa<  they  should  alter  the  mode  of  payment  of  my  credit j  giving  me 
three  millions  of  rials ^  the  proceeds  of  the  duiies  arising  in  the  custom^ 
house  from  the  geld  and  silver  belonging  to  individuals  that  should 
arrive  in  the  first  vessels  from  America.     And  can  the  supposition 
enter  into  a  head  any  way  tolerably  organized,  or  that  does  not  act 
with  bad  faith^  that  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  nation,  without 
being  convinced  of  the  injury  that  I-had  suffered  from  the  non-fulfil- 
ment of  my  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  government,  would  think  of 
appropriating  to  me  these  three  millions  from  mere  caprice,  to  the 
serious  injury  of  other  creditors?     This  is  the  same  as  Mr.  Figueroa's 
supposing  the  cortes  had  acted  with  partiality  towards  me^  when  his 
Majesty  in  his  resolution  has  only  done  an  act  of  justice^  giving  a 
lesson  to  the  regency,  to  Mr.  Figueroa,  and  to  Mr.  Soret,  of  what  they 
ought  to  have  done  when  the  ship  Standard  arrived.     This  resolution 
of  his  Majesty  is  the  result  of  the  report  given  by  the  special  committee 
of  finance ;  and  this  report  ought  to  appease  Mr.  Figueroa's  doub(s, 
who  also  has  an  expeditious  way  of  silencing  the  public  doubts,  by 
joining  me  and  asking,  together  with  myself,  from  his  Majesty  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  a  public  copy  of  the  report  of  the  said 
committee,  which  l.will  take  care  to  have  printed  ;  and  in  this  manner 
the  public  will  see  if  I  am  in  an  error  as  to  the  conclusions  drawn  by 
myself,  or  if  Mr.  Figueroa  had  any  reason  for  doubting  them  so  much. 
In  page   13  of  the  pamphlet  Mr.  Figueroa  se^ys  that  my  complaints 
would  have  been  turned  to  culogiums  if  I  had  been  paid  according  to  my 
desires  ;  even  though  on  the  same  day  the  army  had  gone  without  victuals^ 
and  would  Jiave  occasioned  the  ruin  of  the  country y  that  cannot  interest 
me  as  much  as  it  does  him. 
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If  Mr.  Figneroa  imagines  be  ought  to  be  praised  wbea  he  does  his 
dnty,  the  public  will  not  be  astonished  that  he  thinks  in  this  manner  ; 
hot  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to  load  any*  one  with  praise  because 
they  comply  with  their  duty,  which  would  have  been  Mr.  Figueroa's 
only  merit  had  he  have  paid  me  as  was  stipulated  by  the  contract 
made  with  the  government ;  and  in  not  having  done  it,  far  from  the 
armies  being  sure  of  their  subsistence,  he  has  taken  the  very  means 
of  their  wanting  it  in  the  critical  situation  of  the  present  times,  since 
the  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  government  will  prevent 
others  less  generous  than  myself  (who  have  known  how  to  supply  the 
government  for  whole  months  in  the  most  critical  circumstances)  from 
affording  such  means  to  the  government ;  and  let  it  not  be  said  that 
in  these  acts  I  have  only  thought  of  my  own  interest,  because  I  have 
never  delivered  the  provisions  at  other  prices  than  current  ones,  and 
for  less  than  those  which  Mr.  Soret  has  procured,  which  have  been 
paid  in  cash  or  in  advance ;  and  if  the  proofs  that  I  have  given  in  favor 
of  the  cause  of  Spain  were  not  sufficient  to  show  the  interest  I  have 
taken  in  it,  my  own  private  interest  would  be  sufficient  to  desire  that 
it  should  prosper,  since  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Figneroa  would  be 
exposed,  like  myself,  to  the  loss  of  fifteen  millions,  if,  from  any  acci- 
dent, the  result  should  be  unfavorable ;  although  in  this  sense  he 
should  risk  the  employment  and  salary  that  he  may  earn  in  recom- 
pense for  his  services  and  the  motives  he  says  he  has  to  interest  himself 
more  than  L 

With  a  knowledge  of  these  incontestable  proofs,  will  the  public  think 
that  the  government  cannot  satisfy  my  debt  T^ithout  inconveniencing 
itself?  I  know  very  well  that  the  expenses  at  present  are  very  great, 
but  I  am  equally  aware  that  my  claim  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  parts 
of  these  said  expenses,  and  the  public  cannot  but  be  convinced  of  this 
truth.  And  what  will  be  its  conviction  when  it  knows  ^as  I  assure  it 
with  truth  is  the  case)  that  the  treasurer  general,  despising  the  orders 
of  the  sovereign,  has  taken  upon  himself  the  entire  management  of 
the  funds  and  contracts  making  them,  without  the  interposition  of  any 
one  but  a  broker,  or  even  without  his  intervention,  as  Mr.  Figneroa 
himself  says,  and  not  even  that  of  the  provincial  junta  or  the  general 
director  of  provisions,  as  ordered  by  the  sovereign  decrees  ?  Will  it 
believe  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  pay  me,  when  he  has  made  con- 
tracts at  much  greater  prices  than  mine,  paying  them  in  effective 
money,  and  even  advancing  the  funds  before  realizing  the  whole 
delivery  of  the  goods,  and  this  to  such  an  extent  as  to  exceed  a  million 
of  dollars  ?  But  let  us  drop  any  further  personalities,  that  are  very 
repugnant  to  every  man  of  honor.  Let  the  public,  the  government, 
and  the  minister,  be  convinced  that  he  has  not  paid  me,  because  he  has 
not  wished  it,  and  that  he  has  not  acted  with  good  faith ;  that  my 
serviced  towards  the  Spanish  nation  have  been  as  important,  as  volun- 
tary, since  they  extend  to  many  others  that  I  have  not  mentioned  ; 
that  even  laying  aside  these  services,  the  government  ought  to  do  all 
in  its  power  to  increase  the  commerce  of  my  house^  which  is  so  advan- 
tageous and  indispensable  for  the  subsistence  of  this  place  and  island, 
and  to  facilitate  the  lowness  of  the  prices,. because,  during  the  siege  of 
Cadiz  alone,  I  have  introduced,  in  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  vessels  to 
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my  consignment,  the  following  artidesy  as  appears  by  the  manifests 
presented  to  the  custom-house  of  Cadiz :     * 

284,972  barrels  of  flour, 
12,608  tierces  of  rice, 

6,642  barrels  of  salt  beef« 

4,977  barrels  of  pork, 
25,000  fanegas  of  Indian  corn, 
18,600  fanegas  of  wheat, 

4,000  fanegas  of  barley, 
14,870  cwts.  of  codfish, 

3,870  barrels  of  biscuit, 

3,000  boxes  of  soap, 

without  counting  the  cargoes  of  dry  goods,  timber,  and  a  variety  of 
produce,  including  those  of  the  other  ports  of  the  peninsula  that  have 
been  consumed  in,  or  exported  from  C^diz  to  other  places ;  and  lastly, 
I  dare  assert  that  if  I  do  not  continue  my  business  the  Spaniards  will 
feel  its  effects  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the  nation,  and  bread  will 
rise  to  an  exorbitant  price,  which  might  have  been  easily  avoided, 
notwithstanding  the  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Great  Britain,  and  with  Rreat  advantages  to  the  flag  and  commerce 
of  Spain.  I  am  persuaded  that  after  an  examination  of  these  docu- 
ments that  complete  the  history  of  my  claims,  the  public  will  discover 
the  sophistry  with  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  blind  it,  and  all 
Europe  will  be  horror-struck  at  hearing  of  my  imprisonment  as  the 
only  reward  for  such  important  services ;  and  at  the  same  time  it 
cannot  approve  of  the  want  of  delicacy  on  the  part  of  the  mini^tier, 
who,  regardless  of  the  unjust  persecution  and  scandalous  oppression 
that  I  am  suffering,  has  thus  endeavored  to  insult  me. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Note. — The  quotation  made  by  Mr.  Figueroa  (in  the  conclusion  of 
his  exposition)  of  the  article  communicated  in  the  Redactor  Greneral, 
No.  457i  by  Mr.  Ignacio  de  la  Pezuela,  secretary  ad  interim  of  the 
department  of  state,  far  from  supporting  said  exposition,  only  corrobo- 
rates what  I  asserted  in  the  pamphlet,  which  Mr.  Figueroa  attempted 
to  impugn ;  for  the  same  reason  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  it,  leaving 
also  unanswered  those  insignificant  paragraphs  that,  without  referring 
to  the  question,  Mr.  Figueroa  so  inopportunely  introduces  into  his 
pamphlet,  and  that  only  contain  personalities,  at  all  times  odious.  I 
respect,  as  I  ought,  the  character  of  Mr.  Pezuela  as  minister  and  as  a 
citizen,  and  have  not  the  least  motive  of  complaint  against  this  gen- 
tleman. In  the  notes  passed  to  the  English  ambassador  he  only  com- 
plied with  the  orders  ot  the  regency,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  his  Majesty 
to  inform  Mr.  Pezuela  that  the  object  of  those  notes  was  to  interest 
the  English  ambassador  that  he  should  grant  the  solicitude  therein 
contained,  not  as  a  favor  to  me,  but  as  one  done  towards  the  regency, 
since  i&  it  the  regency  only  recommended  itself. 
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No.  1. 


Cadiz,  November  25,  1811. 

The  council  of  the  regency,  acknowledging  the  sacred  obligation  of 
satisfying  to  you  the  debt  of  the  public  finance  resulting  from  contracts 
made  with  it  for  the  support  of  the  armies  on  the  llth  of  May  and 
19th  of  July  last^  has  been  pleased  to  resolve  that  you  should  be  paid 
the  balance  in  your  favor,  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  rials  and  eighteen  mara- 
▼edis,  out  of  the  claims  that  the  public  treasury  have  on  the  house  of 
Beid,  Irving  &  Co.,  of  London,  for  the  recovery  of  which  Mr.  Joseph 
Isnardi  is  intrusted,  of  which  I  inform  you,  by  order  of  his  highness, 
for  your  information  and  government. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 


BiOHABD  Mradb. 


CANGA  ARGtTELLES. 


No.  2. 


Cadiz,  Novemher  25,  1811. 

Mr.  Joseph  Oanga  Argiielles,  minister  ad  interim  of  the  department 
of  finance  of  Spain,  having  communicated  to  me,  under  date  of  25th 
of  this  month,  that  his  highness  the  council  of  the  regency  has  been 
pleased  to  decree  that  I  should  be  paid  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis, 
which  the  government  owes  me  for  balance  of  a  contract  for  provisions 
made  in  the  month  of  J  uly  last,  as  agent  of  the  house  of  Messrs.  Bain- 
bridges  &  Brown,  of  London,  to  whom  I  have  transferred  the  same, 
and  that  the  said  balance  will  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  proceeding 
from  the  credit  that  the  government  have  on  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  of  London,  with  the  recovery  of  which  Mr.  Joseph 
Isnardi  is  encharged. 

In  consequence  of  which,  I  beg  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
give  a  duplicate  letter  of  order  to  the  ommissioners  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  in  London,  in  order  that  they  may  hold  the  said  sum, 
as  soon  as  received,  at  the  disposal  of  Messrs.  Bainbridges  &  Brown, 
of  London.  ^ 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

VicrroR  SoRBT. 


No.  3. 

Cadiz,  December  7,  1811. 

In  consequence  of  what  the  minister  of  finance  informs  me  by  a 
royal  order  of  24th  of  November  last,  and  what  you  write  me  under 
date  of  26th  of  this  same  month,  I  enclose  you  a  duplicate  letter  of 
credit  upon  John  Manuel  de  Gandarsegui,  director  of  the  Royal  PhilU- 
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pine  Company,  in  London,  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Bainbridges  &  Brown, 
of  that  place,  that  from  the  fands  that  they  may  have  in  their  hands 
arising  from  the  claim  of  the  Spanish  government  against  Messrs. 
Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  they  may  hold  at  the  disposition  of  the  former 
the  sum  of  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  vellon,  as  balance  of  the  con- 
tract of  provisions  made  by  you  with  the  public  treasury,  and  you  will 
inform  me  of  its  receipt. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 
Mr.  RicHABD  Mradb. 


No.  4. 

Cadiz,  December  7,  1811. 

From  the  funds  that  you  have  in  your  power,  arising  from  the  credit 
of  the  government  of  Spain  on  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  of 
your  place,  with  the  liquidation  of  which  Mr.  Joseph  Isnardi  has  been 
enchar^ed,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hold  at  the  disposition  of  Messrs. 
Bainbridges  &  Brown,  also  merchants  of  your  place,  and  under  their 
duplicate  receipt,  the  sum  of  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  vellon, 
which  sum  the  council  of  the  regency  has  ordered  to  be  paid  in  this 
manner,  by  an  order  dated  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  to  Richard 
Meade,  merchant,  of  this  place,  as  balance  of  a  contract  for  provisions 
made  by  him  with  the  public  treasury. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 

Mr.  John  Manijbl  db  Gandabskui. 


No.  6. 

Cadiz,  January  23,  1812. 

I  have  just  received  letters  from  my  correspondents  in  England  with 
the  disagreeable  news  that  the  bill  of  credit  your  excellency  com- 
manded to  be  given  me  by  the  treasurer  general,  Mr.  Victor  Soret, 
on  Mr.  John  Gand&rsegui,  of  London,  for  the  sum  of  2,336,227  rials 
18  maravedis  in  cash,  has  not  yet,  nor  will  not  be  paid,  because 
hte  house  of  Messrs.  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.  declare  they  do  not  owe  any 
such  sum.  I  have  to  leg  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  pass  an 
order  to  the  treasurer  general,  in  order  that  he  should  command  Mr. 
Gand&rsegui,  to  pay  the  said  sum  without  any  more  delay  from  what- 
ever funds  he  may  receive  from  the  claims  of  the  government  generally, 
without  specifying  any  particular  one.  Your  excellency  well  knows 
the  injury  that  it  must  occasion  to  the  public  credit,  at  the  end  of 
such  a  length  of  time,  in  which  the  house  in  London  now  interested 
in  this  affair  urges  me  much  for  its  payment.  God  preserve  your 
excellency  many  years. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Mr.  JosBPH  Canoa  Akquellbb. 
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No.  6, 

Cadiz,  January  23, 1812. 

noder  this  date  Mr.  Richard  Meade  tells  me  that  his  correspondents 
in  England  inform  him  that  the  order  that  year  excellency  was 
desired  to  supply  him  with  against  John  Manuel  Gand&rsegui  for 
the  value  of  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  in  cash  has  not  been 
paid,  nor  will  it  be  paid,  because  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co. 
declares  that  it  does  not  owe  said  sum,  begging  me  to  communicate  it 
to  your  excellency,  in  order  that  Gand&rsegui  may  pay  said  sum,  with- 
out any  more  delay,  from  whatever  funds  he  may  receive  from  the 
claims  in  general  that  he  has  to  recover  on  account  of  the  government, 
without  confining  himself  to  any  one  in  particular,  to  avoid  by  these 
means  the  injury  that  will  arise  to  the  public  credit ;  and  having 
informed  the  regency,  his  highness  commanded  me  to  give  your  ex- 
cellency the  necessary  order  to  that  effect,  which  I  now  do  for  your 
government,  and  by  order  of  said  regency  I  communicate  to  you  the 
same  order,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  to-day,  for  your  information 
and  government.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

CANGA  ARGtELLES. 

Mr.  RicHABD  Mbadb. 


No.  7. 

Under  date  24th  of  the  present  month  the  actual  treasurer  general 
writes  me  as  follows : 

^'  By  a  royal  order  of  23d  of  this  month  your  excellency  tells  me 
that  Mr.  Richard  Meade  had  represented  to  the  council  of  the  regency 
that  the  bill  of  credit  given  him  under  date  of  the  7th  of  December 
last,  upon  Mr.  John  Manuel  Gand&rsegui,  to  satisfy  the  2,336,227 
rials  18  maravedis,  from  the  funds  that  should  be  realized  and  are  due 
to  the  fund  of  consolidation,  belonging  to  the  Spanish  government, 
by  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  of  London,  has  not  been  paid, 
nor  will  not  be,  because  the  above-mentioned  house  says  it  does  not 
owe  the  said  sum.  That  the  order  has  not  been  paid  is  very  certain, 
afl  the  agents  have  not  collected  the  funds  for  it,  nor  have  they  been 
able  to  do  it,  because  sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  the  commis- 
sioner to  be  able  to  recover  the  money  ;  but  that  it  will  not  be  paid 
for  the  reasons  you  express,  I  cannot  be  persuaded  of,  since  Mr.  Joseph 
Maria  Isnardi,  the  commissioner,  writes  me  the  contrary  in  his  letter 
of  the  8th  of  this  month,  and  says  that  he  was  waiting  for  the  power 
of  attorney  from  the  commissioners  of  the  consolidated  fund  ;  and  as 
these  gentlemen,  subsequent  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Isnardi,  deter- 
mined to  send  said  power  to  Mr.  John  Manuel  de  Gandarsgui,  a  com- 
munication was  made  to  that  gentleman,  promising  to  send  him,  as  I 
have  already  done,  the  accounts,  documents,  and  powers  sufficient  for 
this  purpose ;  to  which  he  replies  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  telling 
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me  that  from  that  moment  be  encharged  himself  with  this  affair,  and 
that  he  should  do  all  in  his  power  for  its  fulfilment.  In  another  letter 
of  7th  of  this  month  he  informs  me  that  the  house  of  Bainbridgeg 
&  Brown  had  presented  the  order,  and  he  bees  of  me  that,  by  re- 
turn of  mail,  I  should  give  him  iustructions  about  the  exchange  at 
which  the  payment  must  be  settled.  What  I  have  represented  to  your 
excellency  is  not  the  same  as  Mr.  Richard  Meade  asserts,  by  which  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  no  occasion,  cts  yet,  to  alt«r  the  credit 
given  to  him,  making  the  orders  general  for  the  rest  of  the  funds,  for 
the  execution  of  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  receive  back  those 
first  granted,  and  perhaps  cause  an  injury  to  the  others  to  whom  have 
been  given  orders  upon  the  other  credits,  after  Meade's  having  chosen 
the  house  of  Beid,  Irving  &  Oo.  as  the  surest  and  most  prompt  for 
the  recovery  of  his  debt."  And  by  order  of  his  highness  I  inform 
you  of  it,  for  your  intelligence  and  government.  God  preserve  you 
many  years.  Cadiz,  25tn  of  January,  1812.  Canga  Arguelles  to 
Mr.  Richard  Meade. 


No.  8. 

By  an  official  letter  dated  24th  of  the  present  month,  addressed  to 
me  by  the  treasurer  general,  explaining  to  me  some  difficulty  that 
had  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  your  excellency's  order  of  the  day 
previous,  relative  to  the  decree  of  his  highness  for  the  recovery  of  the 
2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  that  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  house  of 
Reid,  Irving  &  Co.  stating  that  my  expositions  do  not  prove  what  I 
asserted,  and  that  it  appeared  not  1o  be  necessary  to  change  the  above- 
mentioned  credit  by  making  the  orders  general  for  the  rest  of  the 
funds,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  return 
the  bills  first  given  and  even  injure  the  rest,  of  which  your  excellency 
informsmeformygoverDiBeDtand  intelligent  by  orderof  his  highness. 
In  the  same  letter  the  treasurer  says  my  reasons  are  not  sufficient  to 
convince  him  that  the  order  will  not  be  paid,  since,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Commissioner  Isnardi,  by  a  letter  that  he  cites,  was  waiting  for  the 
power  of  attorney  for  its  recovery,  but  it  had  been  determined  subse- 
quent to  his  departure  to  remit  them  to  Mr.  John  Manuel  Gandarse- 
gui.     He  communicated  it  to  the  latter,  and  remitted  him  the  accounts 
and  documents  sufficient  for  this  purpose  ;  and  by  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
Bainbrid^es  &  Brown  he  is  informed  that  they  presented  the  order, 
desiring  instructions  with  re8[>ect  to  the  exchange  by  the  return  of 
post  in  order  that  they  might  arrange  the  payment.     These,  in  truth, 
are  reasons  diametrically  opposite  to  mine,  but  do  not  form  any  argu- 
ment calculated  to  refute  them.     If  the  former  afford  so  much  confi- 
dence to  the  treasurer,  why  so  much  obstinacy  in  denying  my  request? 
If  there  is  so  much  security  in  the  payment,  who  can  it  injure?  or,  as 
he  says,  they  are  not  yet  in  the  case  of  changing  the  credit.     Many 
observations  might  be  made,  but,  laying  them  sside,  let  us  suppose 
(but  not  acknowledge)  that  there  are  no  positive  proofs  it  won't  be 
paid,  can  a  precautionary  measure  give  any  offence,  at  least  such  a 
one  as  I  have  proposed  ?    I  have  not  proposed,  nor  do  I  wish  to  annul 
or  renew  the  above-mentioned  bill.     Let  us  suppose  the  unexception- 
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able  question,  that  my  request  to  the  etent  of  the  sums  not  being  paid^ 
or  being  delayed  by  questions  or  other  motives,  and  that  I  require 
that  I  should  be  paid  the  amount  of  the  bill  out  of  the  general  mass 
i?ithout  delay,  is  it  not  a  request  founded  upon  incontestible  princi- 
ples ?  If  that  house  does  not  satisfy  it,  will  the  government,  on  that 
account,  not  be  responsible  to  me  ?  Who  is  to  suffer  the  injury  and 
damages?  Then,  if  the  above-mentioned  order  remains  untouched, 
if  it  retains  its  force,  why  oppose  so  reasonable  a  thing  ?  Your  excel- 
lency must  acknowledge  this  fact,  and  I  beg  you  to  repeat  the  solicita- 
tion in  my  favor  to  his  highness,  in  order  that  he  may  grant  it  as  a 
just  compensation  for  my  indefatigable  exertions  in  assisting  the  State, 
persuaded  that  the  benefits  or  losses  of  this  transaction  will  be  felt 
also  by  the  government.  Ood  preserve  you  many  years.  Cadiz,  29th 
of  January,  1812.     Bichard  Meade,  to  Mr.  Joseph  Canga  Argtielles. 


No.  9. 

Cadiz^  January  27,  1812. 

By  the  official  letter  that  I  have  received  from  your  excellency,  dated 
the  24th  of  the  present  month,  I  observe  a  mistake  that  it  is  necessary 
to  rectify.  In  my  solicitations  directed  to  the  minister  of  finance,  and 
to  your  excellency,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  order  for  the 
2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis,  which  order  was  delivered  to  me  by 
your  excellency  on  the  7th  of  December  last,  I  have  not  solicited  its 
renewal  in  any  manner  whatever.  In  two  paragraphs  of  the  letter 
that  I  remitted  that  day  to  your  excellency,  it  is  clear  enough  that  my 
demand  is  confined  to  this  point,  viz :  in  case  of  the  said  sum  not  be- 
ing paid,  in  consequence  of  what  I  informed  you,  or  the  respective 
orders  were  delayed,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  above  said  2,336,227  rials 
18  maravedis,  then  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  general  mass.  This 
does  not  constitute  the  nullity  or  renewal  of  the  order.  It  is  a  meas- 
ure that  your  excellency  ought,  I  think,  to  have  taken  yourself,  to 
prevent  injury,  in  honor  of  your  signature,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
public  credit,  under  which  idea  I  repeat  to  your  excellency  my  solici- 
tations of  the  24th,  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  goodness  to  accede 
to  so  just  a  proposition.     God  preserve  you  manv  years. 

BIOHABD  MEADE. 

Victor  Sorbt. 


No.  10. 


Cadiz,  April  16,  1812. 

The  regency  being  informed  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which 
you  solicit  that  the  exchange  should  be  fixed  upon  the  2,336,227  rials 
18  maravedis  vellon  that  were  drawn  upon  London  as  balance  for  flour 
delivered  to  the  government  in  July  last,  it  has  been  pleased  to  resolve 
that  the  treasurer  general  should  agree  with  you  on  the  terms  of  said 
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exchange ;  and  by  order  of  his  highness  I  inform  yon  of  it,  for 
your  intelligence  and  government,  and  request  you  to  be  persuaded 
that  under  this  date  the  proper  orders  have  been  communicated  to  the 
treasurer  general  for  its  fulfilment.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

ROMAN  ILL08. 
Mr.  Richard  Mbadb. 


No.  11. 

Verbal  answer  given  by  Mr.  Soret  to  a  derk  of  Mr.  Mecuie'a,  and  cer- 
tified by  said  derk. 

Having  presented  myself  to  Mr.  Soret,  to  desire  him  to  give  the 
official  order  from  the  government  that  he  should  deliver  me  the  letter 
of  advice  to  Mr.  Gand&rsegui,  arranging  the  exchange  of  2,336,227 
rials  18  maravedis  at  47  pence  per  peso,  as  you  told  me  you  had 
agreed  with  him,  he  has  answered  me  in  these  or  like  words  : 

^'This  is  an  affair  on  which  it  is  already  necessary  to  speak  with 
clearness,  not  only  because  it  is  necessary,  but  also  that  Mr.  Richard 
Meade  should  not  say  that  he  does  not  understand  the  Spanish  that  I 
speak.  I  have  spoken  as  a  man  of  character,  and  will  comply  with 
the  offer  that  I  have  made:  that  I  will  give  the  order  on  Gand&rsegui, 
so  that  he  may  arrange  the  exchange  at  47  pence  per  peso,  when  he 
may  realize  the  payment,  according  to  the  express  conditions,  out  of 
the  funds  there  pointed  out ;  and  if  the  payment  be  made  from  any 
other  funds  that  he  may  have,  I  cannot  authorize  it,  nor  can  the  gov- 
ernment approve  it.  As  to  the  order,  he  can  count  upon  it  as  done ; 
that  I  will  send  it  to  Gandarsegui ;  but  as  to  these  funds  from  which 
he  is  to  make  the  payment,  they  are  not  yet  realized.  It  will  be  the 
same  thing  to  send  it  by  the  packet  that  goes  to-morrow  as  by  the  one 
that  may  follow  it.  Explain  it  thus  to  Mr.  Richard  Meade,  in  order 
that  he  may  not  afterwards  say  that  be  has  not  understood  my  Span- 
ish." 

MARIANO  LASSALETA. 


No.  12. 

Cadiz,  April  25, 1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  official  letter  that  it  has  pleased  your  excel- 
lency to  address  me  under  date  of  to-day,  and  to  the  verbal  message 
your  excellency  was  pleased  to  send  me  by  Mariano  Lassaleta,  one  of 
my  clerks,  that  you  would  give  the  order  to  Mr.  Gand&rsegai,  in  order 
that  it  should  be  arranged  according  to  the  conditions  pointed  out  in 
the  bills  and  letter  of  credit,  the  2,336^227  rials  18  maravedis  might 
be  paid  from  the  funds  there  specified,  that  your  excellency  gave  me 
in  virtue  of  an  order  from  the  regency,  expressing  that  in  whatever 
other  manner  the  payment  had  been  made  or  would  be  made,  it 
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ahonld  become  void,  and  that  your  excellency  wished  to  inform  me  of 
the  same  as  clearly  as  possible,  in  order  that  I  should  not  allege  that 
I  had  misunderstood  your  language. 

I  ought  to  inform  your  excellency  with  the  same  clearness,  in  spite 
of  what  you  have  told  me,  that  it  is  well  known  to  you,  by  an  official 
letter  from  England,  that  I  sent  to  London  the  original  document 
that  the  minister  of  finance  sent  me  under  date  of  23d  of  January  last, 
copying  me  the  order  communicated  to  your  excellency,  in  which  his 
highness  ordered  that  I  should  be  paid  the  said  bill,  not  from  the 
funds  proceeding  from  the  house  of  Beid,  Irving  &  Co.,  as  was  specified 
in  the  original  order,  and  that  I  myself  had  represented  did  not  exist, 
from  the  advices  received  from  that  house,  but  from  any  other  funds 
that  Mr.  Gand&rsegui  might  have  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
government. 

In  consequence  of  the  said  original  official  letter  given  to  Mr.  Gan- 
d&rsegui,  and  in  consideration  that  the  English  government  had  lent 
to  said  gentleman  the  sum  for  its  payment,  by  dint  of  the  repeated 
applications  of  the  house  of  Bain  bridges  &  Brown,  in  whose  hands 
the  order  was  that  had  been  given  to  me — for  these  reasons  and  many 
others,  and  for  the  honor  of  our  own  nation,  Mr.  Gand&rsegui  paid  a 
part  of  said  order;  but  as  the  exchange  was  not  fixed,  he  only  paid  on 
account  the  sum  of  £25,856  3  rials  and  8  maravedis,  which  sum,  at  the 
exchange  of  47^  p'.  p'.,  is  equivalent  to  1,998,278  rials  and  20  mara- 
vedis, remainining  347,948  rials  and  32  maravedis  to  complete  the 
order  that  at  the  rate  of  exchange  amounts  to  £4,624  18  rials  and  4 
maravedis. 

I  sent  an  official  letter  to  the  minister  of  finance,  referring  the  case 
to  him,  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  and  requested  him  to  order 
that  the  said  exchange  should  be  settled,  in  order  that  Mr.  GaDd&rsegui 
might  proceed  to  the  liqaidation  of  a  bill  given  in  payment  for  flour 
delivered  in  the  month  ot  July  of  the  past  year ;  and  the  answer  of  the 
said  gentleman  under  date  of  the  16th  of  the  present  month  is  exactly 
what  I  asked,  and  particularly  so  since  by  the  contract  subsequently 
celebrated  with  the  supreme  government,  and  signed  by  your  excel- 
lency as  one  of  the  commissioners,  it  was  stipulated  that  in  case  the 
Baid  order  was  not  paid  from  the  funds  specified,  that  new  bills  or 
orders  should  be  given  for  its  immediate  payment.  In  consequence, 
I  request  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  send  an  order  to  the  said 
Gandarsegui  that  he  may  settle  the  rate  of  exchange  of  the  said  order 
at  47*.  p'.  p'-     God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

BICHABD  MEADE. 

Mr.  YlCIOB  SORBT. 


No.  13. 

Cadiz,  April  25,  1812. 

In  consequence  of  what  I  have  been  informed  by  the  order  of  his 
highness,  dated  16th  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  exchange  for  the  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  vellon,  amount  of 
my  letter  of  credit  on  John  Manuel  Gand&rsegaii  and  having  agreed 
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with  you  that  the  same  should  he  47*,  p'.  pV  to  the  current  dollar  of 
128  quarts,  I  will  give  the  competent  order  hy  the  first  occasion,  in 
order  that  when  Gand&rsegui  pays  the  said  letter  of  credit  from  the 
funds  designated,  out  of  the  claim  that  the  nation  holds  against  Reid, 
Irving  &  Co.,  of  London,  that  he  should  do  so  at  the  rate  of  the  said 
47  pence  per  dollar  ;  of  which  I  advise  you  for  your  government  in 
answer  to  your  official  letter  of  the  23d  of  this  month.  God  preserve 
you  many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 
Mr.  RicHAiuo  Mbadb. 


No.  14. 

Cadiz,  May  27,  1812. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  addressing  various  representations  to  your 
excellency's  predecessor  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  exchange 
of  a  letter  of  credit  given  to  me  hy  the  treasurer  general,  by  order  of 
his  highness,  under  date  of  December  7, 1811,  amounting  to  2,336,227 
rials  18  maravedis  vellon  against  Mr.  John  Manuel  Gand&rsegui,  of 
London,  which  was  drawn  in  rials  of  vellon  to  be  paid  in  cash,  with- 
out determining  the  exchange  that  ought  to  have  been  settled  in 
order  to  reduce  it  to  the  sterling  money  of  that  country.  At  the 
period  that  the  government  drew  this  bill  it  specified  that  its  payment 
should  be  made  from  funds  that  they  supposed  were  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Beid,  Irving  &  Co.,  merchants  in  London;  but  that  house 
having  declared  to  the  holder  of  said  bill  that  it  had  no  such  funds 
belonging  to  the  Spanish  government,  I  made  a  representation  to  the 
supreme  council  of  the  regency,  through  Mr.  Canga  Arguelles,  begging 
that  he  would  give  an  order  to  Mr.  Gandarsegui  that  he  should  pay 
the  said  bill  from  whatever  funds  belonging  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment he  might  hold  in  his  hands  ;  to  which  it  pleased  his  highness  to 
accede,  sending  me  the  exact  copy  of  an  order  that  runs  thus : 

'^  I  communicate  to-day  to  the  treasurer  general  the  following: 
Under  this  date  Mr.  Richard  Meade  tells  me  that  his  correspondents 
in  England  inform  him  that  the  bill  your  excellency  was  ordered  to 
supply  him  with,  upon  Gand^rse&rui,  of  London,  for  the  value  of 
2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis,  has  not  been  paid,  nor  will  not  be  paid, 
because  tne  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.  declares  it  does  not  owe  such 
a  sum,  begging  me  to  inform  your  excellency  of  it  in  order  that  another 
order  may  be  given  to  Gandarsegui  to  pay  it  without  delay  from  «?hat- 
ever  funds  he  may  receive  from  the  general  claims  that  he  has  to 
recover  by  contract  for  the  government  without  assigning  any  one  in 
particular,  in  order  to  avoid  by  these  means  the  injury  that  will  arise 
to  the  public  credit ;  and  having  so  stated  it  to  the  regency,  his  high- 
ness commands  me  to  give  you  the  necessary  order  to  have  this  done, 
which  I  now  do  for  its  fulfilment ;  and  by  the  same  order  I  inform 
you  thereof,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  for  your  intelli- 
gence and  government." 

I  remitted  immediately  to  London  a  copy  of  this  order,  certified  by 
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tbe  coDsnl  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  this  place,  which  was  presented 
to  the  English  government  and  to  Mr.  Grand4rsegni,  who,  for  the 
honor  of  the  national  credit  and  the  signature  of  the  treasurer  general, 
Mr.  Soret^  paid  the  said  order  at  the  exchange  of  40^.  p'.  p'.,  reserving 
the  balance  in  deposit  until  he  should  be  informed  of  the  arrangement 
of  the  exchange  hj  the  treasurer  general ;  and  I  having  agreed  that 
the  said  exchange  should  be  47"^.  p'.  p%.  it  alone  remains  for  jour  excel- 
lency to  be  pleased  to  communicate  the  necessary  order  for  the  defin- 
itive arrangement  of  this  affair.  In  a  contract  subsequently  made 
with  Mr.  Miguel  de  Lobo,  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Fiio,  and  the  treasurer 
general  himself,  as  commissioner  of  the  supreme  government,  and 
approved  by  his  highness,  the  supreme  council  of  the  regency,  among 
other  stipulations,  it  was  agreed — 

''  That  the  government  made  itself  responsible,  and  obliged  itself 
to  settle  all  the  accounts  that  it  had  pending  with  Meade,  and  to  order 
the  payment  of  this  letter  of  credit  upon  London  as  soon  as  it  was  in- ' 
formed  that  it  would  not  be  paid  speedily  ;  substituting  in  its  place 
orders  or  bills  for  other  sums  that  the  nation  might  hold  in  that 
place."  This  contract  was  concluded  on  the  27th  of  February  last, 
three  months  ago,  and  until  this  time  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
the  above  order,  notwithstanding  the  sacredness  of  the  contract, 
rendered  still  more  so  by  the  signature  of  Mr.  Soret  himself.  The 
bill  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  40'.  p'.  p'.,  it  was  agreed  that  the  exchange 
should  be  47  pence,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  an  order  from  your 
excellency  in  order  that  Mr.  Gand&rsegui  should  pay  the  difference 
from  whatever  funds  he  may  have  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  gov- 
ernment. It  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe  that  the  supreme  govern* 
ment  wishes  to  have  this  affair  in  such  a  state  to  the  injury  and 
discredit  of  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  itself  and  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  to  the  great  injury  of  my  commercial  house  that  has  experienced 
so  many  losses  from  these  affairs.  The  government  is  solemnly  com- 
promised in  the  settlement  and  payment  of  this  bill,  as  well  as  the 
treasurer  general,  for  having  signed  it  in  the  name  of  the  goverument, 
and  I  hope  that  the  good  faith  with  which  I  have  received  their  obli- 
gations will  not  become  the  cause  of  my  ruin. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Excellent  lord : 

Mr.  JosBPH  Yasqubz  Fioubroa. 


No.  15. 

In  the  contract  celebrated  with  me^  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  by 
Mr.  Soret,  Mr.  Miguel  de  Lobo,  and  Mr.  Ildefonso  Ruiz  del  Rio,  as 
commissioners  of  the  government,  and  subsequently  approved  of  by 
the  supreme  council  of  the  regency,  there  is  an  article  which,  exactly 
copied,  says :  '^  The  government  remains  under  the  obligation  of  set- 
tling all  the  accounts  that  it  has  pending  with  Meade,  and  to  order 
the  payment  of  the  bill  upon  London  as  soon  as  it  receives  information 
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that  it  will  not  be  promptly  paid,  subBtitnting  in  its  place  orders  or 
bills  for  any  other  sams  that  the  public  treasury  may  hold  in  that 
place."  And,  since  then,  the  treasurer  general  agreed  with  me  that 
the  exchange  of  the  said  bill  should  be  fixed  at  47  pence  per  peso. 
All  that  is  wanting,  therefore,  is  that  your  excellency  should  pass  an 
order  for  the  definitive  arrangement  of  this  account.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  my  efforts  to  conclude  the  other  accounts  there  pending,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  advance  one  step,  and  thus  I  must  supplicate  your 
excellency  to  be  pleased  to  represent  it  to  his  highness,  in  order  that 
he  may  command  the  treasurer  to  settle  a*nd  pay  my  accounts,  as  I  am 
ready  to  receive  in  payment  even  (libramientos)  bills  upon  the  Havana, 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  I  have  received  from  the  superior  junta 
of  this  city.  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years.  Cadiz,  27th 
of  June,  1812.  Richard  Meade  to  Most  Excellent  Lord  Mr.  Joseph 
Yasquez  Figueroa. 


No.  16. 

In  answer  to  your  exposition  of  the  27th  of  May  and  7th  of  June 
last,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  has  resolved  that  at  the  same  time 
that  John  Manuel  Gandarsegui  settles  with  you  from  the  sums  that 
he  may  receive  from  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.  for  the  2,336,227 
rials  18  maravedis^  according  to  what  he  was  ordered  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1811,  and  confirmed  on  the  18th  of  April  last,  that  he 
should  settle  the  exchange  of  this  sum  at  47  pence  per  dollar  of  128 
quarts,  according  to  the  agreement  with  the  treasurer  general,  his 
highness  being  assured  that  there  will  not  be  much  delay  in  this  pay- 
ment, because  a  suit  has  already  been  commenced  against  the  house 
of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.;  but  that  if,  from  any  unforeseen  accident,  it 
should  be  delayed  beyond  six  months  from  this  time,  then  the  govern- 
ment will  settle  from  other  funds  this  and  the  other  claims  pending. 
You  presenting,  in  this  case,  the  bill  given  you  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, upon  Gandarsegui,  for  the  value  of  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis, 
of  all  which  I  inform  you,  by  order  of  his  highness,  for  your  intelli- 
gence and  government.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Cadiz,  4th 
of  July,  1812.     Figueroa,  to  Richard  Meade. 


No.  17. 

Cadiz,  Jtdy  11,  1812. 

By  your  excellency's  official  letter  addressed  to  me  under  date  of 
the  4th  of  this  month,  I  am  informed  that  in  consideration  of  my 
exposition  his  highnesi^  had  resolved  that  at  the  same  time  that  Mr. 
John  Manuel  de  Gandarsegui  pays  me  from  the  sums  arising  from  the 
house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.  the  two  millions  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  rials  eighteen 
maravedis  vellon,  as  he  had  been  ordered  on  the  18th  of  April,  he 
should  arrange  the  exchange  at  the  rate  of  47  pence  per  dollar,  as 
was  lately  agreed  on  with  the  treasurer  general,  nis  highness  being 
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persuaded  that,  there  wonld  not  be  much  delay  in  this  payment,  as  a 
8uit  had  already  been  commenced  against  said  house ;  but  that  if^  from 
any  unforeseen  accident,  the  payment  should  be  retarded  longer  than 
six  months  more^  the  government  would  then  arrange  the  means  of 
satisfying  this  and  the  rest  of  my  pending  claims.  The  last  article  of 
the  contract  which,  by  order  of  the  superior  junta,  was  celebrated 
with  me  by  the  treasurer  and  Messrs.  Miguel  Lobo  and  Ildefonso  Ruiz 
del  Rio  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  says : 

'^  The  government  remains  under  the  obligation  of  settling  all  the 
accounts  pending  with  Meade,  and  in  ordering  the  payment  of  the 
bill  upon  London  as  soon  as  it  is  informed  that  it  will  not  be  imme- 
diately paid,  substituting  in  its  place  orders  or  bills  upon  other  sums 
that  the  royal  finance  may  hold  in  that  place." 

By  this  solemn  agreement,  your  excellency  will  observe  that  I  had 
no  reason  to  expect  such  a  resolution  as  that  which  has  been  adopted 
and  notified  to  me  by  the  official  letter  to  which  it  refers  the  payment 
of  the  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis,  being  once  established  in  Feb- 
ruary to  be  made  as  soon  as  the  government  should  be  informed  that 
the  order  upon  London  had  not  been  immediately  satisfied.  You 
ought,  according  to  that  contract,  to  substitute  others  in  its  place,  or 
any  bills  to  the  same  amount  that  the  public  finance  may  hold  in  that 
place.  The  only  possible  motive  for  delaying  its  fulfilment  would  be 
the  want  of  funds  in  said  department ;  but  this  not  being  the  case,  as 
is  clearly  proved,  there  is  no  ground  for  the  treasurer's  opposing  the 
delivery  by  his  report  of  the  orders  or  bills  payable  for  an  equal 
amount  out  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Spanish  government  in 
London  ;  there  is  none^  I  repeat,  without  going  against  all  principles 
of  reason,  which  is  not  to  be  believed  without  an  involuntary  mistake. 

These  obvious 'and  convincing  reasons  could  not  have  been  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  treasurer  at  the  time  of  extending  said 
report,  notwithstanding  that  said  gentleman  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  the  contract,  and  the  same  is  signed  by  Victor  Soret  himself, 
although  his  many  delicate  and  difficult  affairs  may  be  thought  an 
excuse,  which  has  prevented  him  from  remembering  the  facts  and 
precedents,  it  not  being  an  easy  thing  to  remember  them  without 
having  the  expedientes  before  him,  and  if  he  had  them  he  would 
surely,  according  to  his  engagement,  have  provided  me  with  bills 
payable  on  London  for  the  said  amount  of  2,336,227  rials  18  mara- 
vedis in  the  form  agreed  on.  Your  excellency  will  permit  me  the 
honor  to  state  to  his  highness  these  reflections,  in  order  that  with  his 
foresight  and  rectitude  may  be  avoided  those  embarrassments  that 
threaten  the  course  of  my  mercantile  business,  in  which  it  ought  to 
take  a  lively  interest  on  account  of  the  advances  of  all  kinds  which  it 
has  found  me  ready  to  make  until  now,  and  which  I  should  not  be 
able  to  continue  any  longer  unless  this  affair  is  placed  on  a  proper 
footing  by  ordering  that  the  treasurer  general,  in  compliance  with 
what  has  been  agreed  upon  in  the  above-mentioned  contract  of  27th 
of  February  last,  may  issue  the  respective  orders  or  bills  to  said 
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amount  of  2,336,227  rials  18  maravedis  vellon,  payable  in  London 
ont  of  the  funds  in  said  place  belonging  to  the  royal  finance. 
May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

EIOHARD  MEADE. 
Most  Excellent  Sir : 

Mr.  Joseph  Yasqgez  Figubroa. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Richard  Meade  contracts  with  the  superior  junta  of  Cadiz  for 
the  articles  expressed  below,  at  the  following  prices  and  conditions : 

13,000  barrels  of  flour at  flBJ $217,750 

1,500  tierces  of  rice 6^ 9,750 

500  barrels  of  salt  meat 16  8,000 

450  barrels  of  pork 22 9,900 

245,400 


All  these  articles  shall  be  of  a  good  quality,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
junta,  and  shall  be  received  in  the  space  of  twenty  days  from  the  sig- 
nature of  this  contract,  being  deliverable  on  shore;  but  if  the  superior 
junta  choose  that  they  should  remain  in  the  warehouses  of  Meade,  and 
dispose  of  them  partially,  as  required,  that  shall  be  at  their  option — 
the  junta  paying  the  cost  of  storage  from  the  15th  day  of  January 
next. 

Paymefni, 

The  superior  junta  will  verify  the  payment  under  its  responsibility 
on  the  following  terms : 

$70,000  in  bills  of  the  government,  half  at  thirty  days  and  half  at 
sixty  days'  sight,  upon  the  Havana,  which  the  junta  will 
indorse  in  favor  of  Meade,  under  the  condition  that  these 
bills  are  for  the  sum  of  $75^000,  which  includes  the  differ* 
ence  of  exchange  upon  the  Havana,  as  agreed  on  in  these 
terms. 

88,000  payable  in  London  by  a  bill  or  order  from  the  treasurer 
general,  director  of  the  department  of  drafts,  on  Mr.  Oan- 
d&rsegui,  who  shall  pay  them  from  the  funds  in  his  hands 
belonging  on  account  to  the  government ;  the  exchange  is 
adjusted  at  47  pence  per  dollar  of  128  cuartoa^  and  its  value 
in  pounds  sterling  must  be  paid  in  the  exact  term  of  five 
months,  which  if  passed,  and  the  value  is  not  paid,  it  will 
be  the  obligation  of  the  junta  to  settle  it. 

88,000  in  specie,  payable  from  the  first  funds  that  the  government 
may  receive  from  New  Spain  or  Peru,  for  which  sum  the 
junta  will  receive  the  necessary  order,  and  will  indorse  it 
to  the  favor  of  Meade,  in  order  that  he  may  make  with  it 
what  use  he  thinks  fit. 

246,000 
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This  contract  shall  be  sanctioned  by  the  supreme  council  of  the 
regency  in  the  space  of  three  days,  during  which  Mr.  Richard  Meade 
will  be  informed  of  the  resolution  of  his  highness ;  and  if  it  be  an 
approval^  it  will  remain  ratified  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  necessary 
document  shall  be  exchanged  between  the  superior  and  the  said  Mr. 
Richard  Meade.— Cadiz,  18th  of  December,  1812.— Meade. — Ruiz. 

And  whereas  the  aforesaid  document  has  been  approved  by  the 
council  of  regency,  as  appears  by  an  oflBcial  letter  communicated 
under  date  19th  of  this  month  by  the  minister  ad  interim  of  finance, 
the  contracting  parties  remain  bound  to  a  full  C3mpliance  with  the 
contents  of  the  said  contract. — Cadiz,  22d  of  December,  1812. — Simon 
Agreda,  Vice  President. — Joseph  Manuel  de  Vadillo,  Member  and 
Secretary  ad  interim. 


No,  19. 

Contract  celebrated  on  this  day  by  the  Spanish  government  with  Mr, 
Richard  Meade j  merchaiU  of  this  city^  for  the  following  goods, 

Mr.  Richard  Meade  obliges  himself  to  deliver  at  the  disposal  of  the 
government,  in  equal  parts,  during  the  months  of  March  and  April, 
fourteen  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  at  the  price  of  $16J  per  barrel ; 
two  thousand  five  hundred  quintals  or  cwts.  of  rice,  at  $8  per  cwt.; 
eight  hundred  barrels  of  salt  meat,  at  $18  per  barrel ;  and  six  hun- 
dred barrels  of  pork,  at  $24  per  barrel ;  and  it  is  understood  that 
these  articles  shall  be  placed  at  this  price  on  shore,  in  the  storehouses 
of  the  vender,  and  that  all  the  said  articles  are  to  be  of  a  quality  satis- 
factory to  the  person  commissioned  by  the  government  to  receive  them. 
The  government  will  give  in  payment  a  bill  upon  the  public  treasury 
of  Vera  Cruz,  at  thirty  days'  sight,  for  three  hundred  thousand  hard 
dollars,  which  shall  be  credited  by  Meade  as  part  of  the  value  of  said 
effects,  with  a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  sum,  making  two* 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  hard  dollars  ;  and  the  rest  shall  be 
paid  by  the  government  in  Cadiz  on  the  31st  of  May  next.  This  bill 
shall  be  recommended  to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  with  the  most  precise- 
orders. 

Meade  may  export  the  three  hundred  thousand  hard  dollars  free  of 
duties  to  any  port  that  he  may  think  fit,  and  he  shall  have  the  liberty^ 
of  sending  either  a  Spanish  or  English  vessel  to  effect  this  object ; 
if  the  vessel  be  Spanish  it  may  be  loaded  or  go  in  ballast,  as  he  may 
please,  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  but  if  English  it  must  go 
only  in  ballast,  and  in  both  cases  he  can  send  a  person  of  his  confi- 
dence to  manage  his  business. 

If  Meade  thinks  proper  he  may  extend  the  contract  to  the  value  of 
one  million  of  hard  dollars  more,  under  the  same  prices  and  conditions,. 
and  the  government  agrees  thereto.  Meade  must  advise  it  befbie  the 
25th  of  April  of  his  agreeing  thereto  or  dissenting  therefrom,  and  if  the 
former,  the  deliveries  of  the  goods  shall  be  by  months  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  above  designated,  receiving  the  bills  for  the  whole  amount. 
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In  case  of  oontinaiiig  this  contract  to  the  valne  of  a  million  of  hard 
dollars,  as  remains  expressed,  the  prices  agreed  on  are  to  be  under- 
stood the  same,  except  that  the  government  is  to  receive  the  effectB 
on  board  in  the  bay,  all  the  expenses  of  landing,  &c ,  being  ibr  its 
account. 

The  government  obliges  itself  to  settle  all  the  accounts  that  it  has 
pending  with  Meade  and  of  ordering  the  payment  of  the  bill  drawn 
upon  London  as  soon  as  it  is  informed  that  it  will  not  be  immediately 
paid,  substituting  in  its  place  bills  or  orders  for  any  other  soma  th^ 
the  public  finance  may  have  in  that  city.  The  parties  bave  signed 
two  contracts  of  the  same  tenor,  one  for  each  party. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Cadiz,  February  27, 1812. 

As  commissioners  of  the  superior  government — 

VICTOR  SORET. 
MIGUEL  LOBO. 
ILDEFONSO  RUIZ  DEL  RIO. 


No.  26. 

Cadiz,  January  21,  1812. 

It  having  pleased  his  Majesty  the  cortes  general  and  extraordinary 
to  give  his  approbation  to  the  proposition  made  by  you  to  supply 
thirty  thousand  barrels  of  flour^  the  council  of  the  regency  have 
agreed  to  clese  the  contract  for  the  quantity  of  twelve  thousand  barrels 
only,  at  the  rate  of  $17,  as  was  concluded  in  the  last  conference  with 
me,  the  half  of  its  value  payable  from  the  first  funds  that  may  arrive 
from  America,  and  the  other  half  from  the  second  arrivals,  under  the 
conditions  proposed  in  your  letter  of  20th  of  the  present  month,  for 
the  fulfillment  of  which  I  communicate  under  this  date  the  necessary 
orders ;  and,  in  order  to  make  the  remittance  more  expeditious,  his 
highness  has  determined,  also,  that  you  should  be  encharged  with 
the  expenses  of  the  shipping,  including  them  in  your  account.  God 
preserve  you  many  years. 

CANGA  ARGUELLES. 

Mr.  Richard  Meadb. 


No.  21. 

Cadiz,  January  21,  1812. 

Under  this  date  I  inform  the  intendant  sub-delegate  of  the  revenues 
of  this  place  and  province  of  the  following  order : 

''From  the  flour  contracted  for  by  Mr.  Richard  Meade  the  latter 
must  remit  twelve  thousand  barrels  from  this  city  to  those  of  Cartha- 
gena  and  Alicant,  with  the  important  object  of  providing  the  troops 
of  those  places ;  and  this  being  of  the  greatest  urgency  at  the  present 
moment,  the  council  of  the  regency  have  resolved  that  in  the  custom- 
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house  and  offices  of  this  place  they  should  eive  immediate  despatch  to 
the  exportation  of  said  flour,  avoiding  all  formalities  that  are  not 
absolutely  necessary,  so  that  in  the  day  of  to-morrow  the  despatches 
and  the  other  necessary  arrangements  may  be  completed  by  the  cus- 
tom-house in  order  to  obtain  its  immediate  despatch,  in  which  the 
nation  is  so  much  interested." 
And  I  communicate  it  to  you  by  order  of  his  highness  for  your 

Sovernment  and  intelligence,  and  in  answer  to  your  official  letter 
irected  to  me  this  day.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

OANGA  AEGUELLBS. 
Mr.  BicHABD  Mbabb. 


No.  22. 

Cadiz,  March  3,  1812. 

Under  this  date  I  inform  the  treasurer  general  in  office  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

^'  Mr.  Meade  having  complied  with  the  contract  made  on  the  21st 
of  January  last  with  the  former  council  of  the  regency,  for  twelve 
thousand  barrels  of  flour,  and  it  being  one  of  the  conditions  that 
their  value  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  $17  per  barrel,  the  half  from 
the  first,  and  the  other  half  from  the  second  arrivals  of  funds  that 
might  come  from  America,  his  highness  has  been  pleased  to  order 
that  your  excellency  should  be  informed  of  it,  in  order  that  you 
should  cause  to  be  fulfilled  what  the  government  has  contracted  by 
communicating  the  necessary  orders  to  the  treasurer  of  the  public 
finance  of  this  place  when  the  funds  may  arrive."  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

ROMANILLOS. 

Mr.  BioHARi)  Mbadb. 


No.  23. 

Cadiz,  April  29, 1812. 

In  order  to  have  recourse  to  the  government  about  the  two  bills 
that  I  hold  in  my  hands  payable  from  the  first  funds  that  may  arrive 
at  this  port  from  Peru  or  New  Spain,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state, 
as  a  foundation  of  my  memorial,  an  answer  from  your  excellency, 
showing  that  to  my  solicitations  your  excellency  has  always  verbally 
replied  that  no  such  funds  have  arrived ;  to  this  purpose  a  verbal 
message  or  words  will  not  be  sufficient,  and  I  entreat  that  your  excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  give  me  your  answer  in  writing ;  as  yet  none 
of  your  predecessors  or  any  branch  of  the  government  have  ever  dis- 
dained to  answer  in  an  official  manner  any  of  my  representations, 
even  when  it  was  to  reply  in  the  negative,  and  I  have  a  right  to 
think  that  your  excellency  will  act  in  the  same  manner. 

BICHARD  MEADE. 

YlClOB  SOBBT. 
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No.  24. 

Cadiz,  JprU  29,  1812. 

SskenbLobd:  In  conformity  with  my  last  con  tracts  celebrated  with  the 
government  for  the  provisions  that  I  delivered  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
troops  and  attentions  of  the  state,  and  in  compliance  with  the  obligatioos 
contracted  and  in  part  authorized  by  his  Majesty  himself,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  assignation  of  the  part  that  I  ought  to  receive  from 
the  funds  of  the  ship  Standard,  I  had  recourse  to  the  treasurer  general, 
who  answered  me  verbally  that  the  said  vessel  did  not  bring  aoy 
funds,  nor  had  he  the  means  of  paying  me  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  thousand  dollars  which  ought  to  be  paid  me  with  the  same  relig- 
ious exactitude  as  I  fulfilled  my  part  of  the  contract.  In  vain  he  has 
wished  to  persuade.  His  observations  have  not  satisfied  me,  since  with 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  hard  dollars  that  the  treasurer  has 
to  receive  from  duties  alone  on  the  cargo  of  said  vessel,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  the  funds  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Saint  Charles,  which  two  sums  amount  to  more  than  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  he  can  and  ought  to  pay  the  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand.  Is  there  by  chance  any  obligation  preferable  to  the  one  I 
claim  ?  It  is  nothing  less  than  the  very  subsistence  and  support  of 
the  armies?  Without  provisions  can  the  government  count  on  tbe 
armies  or  on  their  fortified  places  ?  Perhaps  the  existence  of  some  of 
them  has  been  owing  to  the  promptitude  with  which  I  have  come  for- 
ward to  their  succor  on  occasions  when  neither  natives  or  foreigners 
afforded  any ;  notwithstanding  which,  at  the  present  moment  my 
advances  for  the  public  finance  amount  to  fourteen  millions  of  rials. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish  revolution  I  proposed  to  myself  to 
assist  it ;  all  my  attentions  have  been  directed  to  this  well-known  end, 
and  what  is  the  result  ?  To  overload  me  with  difficulties  which  from 
day  to  day  the  government  aggravate ;  failing  in  the  payments  which 
it  established,  and  thus  destroying  the  natural  course  of  affairs,  and 
expose  the  government  to  want  those  resources  that  have  been  afforded 
it  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  and  the  succor  of  the  important 
posts.  These  disagreeable  events  oblige  me  to  seek  redress  immedi- 
ately, by  all  the  proper  means  in  my  power,  and  one  of  these  being 
that  of  having  recourse  to  your  highness,  you  cannot  do  less  than 
interest  yourself  in  my  behalf,  in  order  that  it  may  command  the 
treasurer  general  in  office  to  pay  me,  in  preference  to  any  demand  on 
the  treasury,  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  that  he  is  bound 
to  pay  me  from  the  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  that  he  has  received 
from  the  English  ship  Standard.  Qod  preserve  your  highness  many 
years. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Very  Serene  Lord,  the  President  of  the  Begency  of  Spain. 
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No.  25. 

Official  letter  of  Mr,  Bichard  Meade  to  hia  highness  the  CounoU  of  the 

Regency, 

Cadiz,  May  1,  1812. 

Under  date  29th  of  April  last  I  addressed  to  yoar  highness  an 
official  letter,  in  which  I  clearly  made  manifest  to  your  penetration 
the  result  of  the  claim  I  made  to  the  treasurer  general  in  office,  in 
order  that  he  should  pay  me  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thou- 
sand hard  dollars,  which  by  contract  were  appropriated  to  me  out  of 
the  funds  brought  by  the  ship  Standard^  and  as  the  existence  of  a 
mercantile  house  may  be  endangered  by  the  mere  delay  of  your  high- 
ness's  resolution^  particularly  when  I  calculate  that  I  have  fourteen 
millions  of  rials  of  vellon  that  are  pending  in  the  public  treasury.  I 
cannot  but  supplicate  anew  that  your  highness  should  be  pleased  to 
grant  me,  as  early  as  possible,  your  determination,  which  is  of  such 
urgency  for  the  continuation  of  my  business.  God  preserve  your 
highness  many  years. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Serene  Lord  the  Pkesidbnt  of  the  Regency  of  the  kingdom. 


No.  26. 

Cadiz,  May  2, 1812. 

In  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  April  last  you  were  pleased  to  tell  me 
that,  having  in  your  hands  two  bills  payable  on  the  arrival  of  the 
first  funds  that  may  come  from  New  Spain  or  Peru,  and  the  ship 
Standard  having  arrived  from  Lima^  you  wish  to  know  if  you  will  be 
paid  the  two  bills  from  the  said  funds,  for  your  government.  To  your 
clerk,  who  presented  himself  to  me  day  before  yesterday,  I  gave  a 
verbal  answer,  saying  that  in  the  said  vessel  there  had  arrived  no 
funds  for  the  public  treasury,  as  is  well  known,  as  it  only  brought  for 
the  government  the  bare  sum  of  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty  hard  dollars,  the  major  part  destined  to  the  department  of  the 
post  office ;  and  since,  in  another  letter  of  the  30th  of  the  same  month, 
you  request  that  I  should  give  you  an  answer  in  writing,  I  repeat  it, 
for  whatever  purpose  it  may  be  convenient  to  you.  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

VICTOR  SORET. 

Richard  Meadb. 


No.  2T. 

Cadiz,  May  5,  1812. 

On  the  29th  of  April  last,  and  Ist  of  the  present  month,  I  directed 
an  official  letter  to  his  highness,  desiring  him  to  be  pleased  to  pass  an 
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order  to  the  treasarer  general  that  he  shoald  jpay  me  nineteen  thotuand 
hard  dollars  that  he  ought  to  deliyer  to  me  n-om  the  funds  of  the  ship 
Standard  ;  and  as  serious  injury  arises  to  me  from  the  detention  of  the 
answer,  and  as  I  am  persuaded  that  your  excellency  must  already  have 
received  full  information  on  this  subject,  [  shall  greatly  appreciate 
your  excellency's  informing  me  what  has  been  determined  on.  €rod 
preserve  you  many  years. 

BIGHABD  MEADE. 
Most  Excellent  Sir,  Mr.  Jobbph  Yasqubz  Figuskoa. 


No.  28. 

Cabiz,  May  10^  1812. 

In  answer  to  your  official  letters  of  the  29th  of  April,  and  Ist  and 
5th  of  this  month,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  have  directed  me  to 
inform  you,  that  although  it  is  certain  it  ought  to  pay  you  the  snm 
you  demand  from  the  first  funds  that  may  arrive  from  New  Spain  or 
Peru,  it  cannot  pay  you  out  of  the  small  sum  of  30,621  hard  dollars 
that  the  ship  Standard  has  brought,  nor  from  the  duties  collected  on 
the  merchandise  and  specie  on  board,  it  not  being  of  that  class,  nor  can 
neither  pay  you  with  the  260,000  hard  dollars  registered  in  the  name 
of  the  National  Bank  of  St.  Charles,  because  it  belongs  to  a  private 
corporation  and  not  to  the  public  finance.  Therefore  it  is  the  will  of 
his  highness  that,  in  consequence  of  your  particular  services  in  the 
difficulties  of  the  present  day,  and  your  large  advances,  you  shall  be 
attended  to  as  soon  as  there  is  an  opportunity,  which  I  communicate 
to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  government. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FIGUEROA. 

Mr.  BiOHAED  Mbadb. 


When  the  preceding  answer  was  in  the  press,  the  representation  of 
the  treasurer  general  was  presented  to  the  public,  and  as  my  answer 
ought^  in  a  measure,  to  be  the  same,  to  satisfy  the  charges,  not  only 
of  Mr.  Figueroa,  but  of  Mr.  Soret,  I  will  content  myself  with  refer- 
ring the  reader  to  my  preceding  pamphlet,  and  will  add  such  observa- 
tions as  Mr.  Soret's  new  publication  gives  rise  to. 

If  Mr.  Victor  Soret  would  prove  himself  more  in  knowing  the  pro- 
bity that  ought  to  pervade  in  every  contract,  and  the  force  of  what  is 
stipulated  amongst  men,  and  not  endeavor  to  blind  the  public,  be 
would  surely  have  abstained  from  giving  me  fresh  motive  to  present 
new  acts  and  new  expositions  that  will  discover  his  conduct  more  and 
more.  To  convince  the  public,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  if 
what  Mr.  Soret  has  stated  relative  to  the  amount  as  well  as  the  nature 
of  my  claim  was  true,  the  decision  of  his  Majesty,  given  after  mature 
reflection,  made  by  the  commission  of  the  cortes,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  said  gentlemen,  Figueroa  and  Soret,  must  necessarily  be 
unjust. 
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If  my  claim  does  not  amount  so  the  sum  mentioned  in  my  pamphlet, 
why  did  not  Mr.  Soret,  in  compliance  with  his  duty  as  treasurer,  con- 
tradict it  when  summoned  before  the  commission  of  the  cortes,  and 
when  said  commission  and  his  Majesty  have  approved  of  it,  such  as  I 
have  presented  it,  and  as  results  from  the  documents  and  contracts  ? 
How  is  it  that  Mr.  Soret,  in  my  former  memorials  and  solicitations  to 
the  government,  never  thought  of  contradicting  my  accounts,  sup- 
posing them  either  false  or  erroneous  ?  Surely  the  motive  could  be  no 
other  than  its  not  being  in  his  power  so  to  do,  and  not  having  then 
to  blind  the  public,  as  he  wishes  at  present  to  do^  saying  that  I  am 
mofroUy  paid.  This  invention  of  Mr.  Soret,  as  treasurer  general,  is  an 
admirable  one  in  order  to  satisfy  all  the  state  creditors.  Moral  pay-- 
meni  is  so  truly  new  and  original  a  thought,  that  Mr.  Soret  may  with 
safety  flatter  himself  with  being  the  first  to  whom  it  ever  occurred. 
To  pay  morally  I  If  the  treasurer  find  himself  able  with  those  means 
alone  to  satify  his  creditors,  he  will  easily  pay  all  the  obligations  and 
contracts  which  the  nation  may  wish  to  make,  but  as  Mr.  Soret  has 
such  a  particular  mode  of  payment,  how  is  it  that  he  did  not  settle 
for  the  provisions  for  which  he  himself  contracted  with  this  moral 
payment  ?  Does  he  only  reserve  such  original  mode  of  payment  for 
me  ?  Such  language,  which  could  only  enter  the  head  of  Mr.  Soret,  is, 
in  my  opinion^  more  degrading  and  iigurious  to  the  government  than 
whatever  number  of  expressions  may  be  stated  in  the  most  darine 
publication  ;  but  as  it  proceeds  from  one  of  the  household,  it  is  received 
as  an  apology,  and  with  all  this,  if  from  he  who  is  demanding  his 
rights  there  should  escape  sometimes  a  harsh  word,  though  true,  in 
support  of  the  justice  of  his  complaints,  is  persecuted,  imprisoned, 
and  stigmatized. 

Mr.  Soret  says  that  the  bills  have  not  been  paid  for  want  of  the 
circumstances  on  which  their  fulfillment  depended.  And  what  circum- 
stances are  these,  Mr.  Treasurer  ?  And  if  the  bills  have  not  been  paid, 
nor  cannot  be  paid,  of  what  use  are  they  to  me  to  hold  them  ?  What 
can  I  do  with  them  ?  Of  what  use  is  it  that  they  were  given  to  me  ? 
Do  you  think  that  I  can  content  the  most  docile  of  my  creditors  with 
this  money  of  a  new  stamp — with  this  moral  money  of  yours  ?  Ask 
the  English  counsul,  for  there  is  no  way  of  making  him  swallow  your 
bills,  even  if  you  were  to  gild  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  any  more  in  order  to  destroy  the  unheard 
of  invention  with  which  Mr.  Soret  thinks  to  oppose  or  lessen  my 
credit.  Let  us  examine  now  the  second  part  of  his  proposition  Let 
US  see  if  the  regency  has  failed  to  comply  with  a  positive  contract. 
The  treasurer  has  not  been  more  successful  in  this  part  j;han  he  was 
in  the  first,  and  certainly  if  the  regency  does  not  discover  any  better 
supporter  of  its  cause  I  shall  have  but  little  to  do  to  defend  my  own. 
I  therefore  do  not  choose  to  take  any  other  means  of  justifying  my 
conduct  but  the  very  same  reasoning  with  which  the  treasurer  pretends 
to  accuse  it. 

To  support  this  argument  and  show  to  all  the  world  that  the 
regency  has  not  failed  in  its  contracts  and  promises,  the  treasurer 
says  at  page  38  the  following : 

'^  That  the  regency  cannot  be  responsible  for  payments  the  direc- 
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tion  of  which  are  not  at  its  will,  and  if  the  regency  cannot  make  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  vessel  the  Standard  and  the  packet  brig  Gazador 
bring  funds  for  the  public  treasury,  or  a  sum  corresponding  to  the 
hopes  that  they  formed  and  promises  that  they  stipulated,  neither  can 
his  highness  be  answerable  for  the  failure  of  the  steps  taken  with  so 
much  efficacy  with  the  English  ambassador."  I  ask  the  treasurer: 
so  the  government  was  not  sure  that  funds  were  to  arrive?  Then  the 
government  compromised  itself  with  the  known  risk  that  it  could  not 
fulfill  its  engagements?  And  such  a  compromise  made  with  this 
knowledge,  can  it  do  honor  to  any  man?  And  if  one  single  act  of 
this  kind  once  known  would  be  sufficient  to  place  in  doubt  the  good 
faith  and  probity  of  an  individual,  what  will  be  said  of  a  superior 
authority  that  conducts  itoelf  in  this  manner?  Is  it  worthy  of  a 
great  and  generous  nation?  I  deduce,  then,  and  every  man  of  honor 
will  deduce,  that  the  government  comproniised  itself  to  pay  me  from 
the  first  moneys  that  should  arrive  from  America.  And  that  when  it 
should  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  receive  any  (though  it  has  received) 
or  sufficient  to  fulfill  completely  such  engagements  as  those  contracted 
with  me,  in  this  case  it  would  make  use  of  other  resources  ;  resources 
that  every  government  must  have  more  or  less  at  its  disposition.  I 
wish  to  say,  and  every  honest  and  sensible  man  will  understand  it  so, 
that  the  government  in  its  contracts  only  wished  to  gain  time,  until 
the  arrival  of  its  vessels,  reserving  to  itself  for  that  occasion  the 
liberty  of  having  recourse  to  other  well  know  means,  if  the  arrival 
of  the  vessels  did  not  give  it  the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements. 
This  is  the  g^enuine  substance  and  the  literal  interpretation  that  no 
one  can  disavow,  unless  they  wish  to  discredit  the  government.  The 
treasurer  general  will  not  dare  to  assert  in  the  face  of  the  world  that 
the  regency  of  the  kingdom  promised  me  the  payment  of  my  claims 
on  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  and  had  the  intention  of  never  paying 
me,  if  the  arrival  of  large  sums  from  America  on  account  of  the  gov- 
ernment should  not  be  realized.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  would 
dare  to  support  an  opinion  so  much  below  the  consideration  due  to 
every  government.  But  certain  it  is  that  the  reasoning  of  the 
treasurer  does  not  say,  nor  attempts  to  support,  more  or  less  ;  and 
would  this  not  be  studiously  and  delibei^ately  aiming  at  the  luin  of  a 
man  who  has  done  so  much  to  assist  this  very  government  ?  Would 
it  not  be  the  most  scandalous  example  of  ingratitude  and  perfidy  that 
the  human  heart  is  capable  of? 

The  public  will  be  horror-struck  at  such  a  fraud,  or  rather  at  such 
notorious  bad  faith,  and,  above  all,  the  commercial  part  of  it,  that  does 
not  understand  how  to  satisfy  itsdf  laoraUy  or  in  any  other  manner 
than  with  effective  money  or  good  bills. 

Every  person  must  be  aware  that  nothing  is  more  simple  than  to 
ascertain  the  result  of  an  account,  and  that  to  substantiate  it  the  idea 
could  not  occur  to  any  one  of  concealing  the  entries  that  must  form 
said  account.  The  treasurer  general  in  publishing  my  official  accounts 
to  establish  the  incorrectness  of  those  that  I  had  presented,  has  com- 
mitted an  unpardonable  contradiction,  if  it  is  not  a  criminal  action 
to  have  omitted  an  entry,  that  cannot  have  been  forgotten  from  the 
many  and  singular  circumstances  that  characterize  it.    Such  is  the 
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letter  of  credit  upon  London,  signed  by  himself  against  G-and&rsegui, 
payable  from  the  funds  of  the  house  of  Reid,  Irving  &  Co.,  and  from 
which  has  originated  such  a  shameful  correspondence  as  appears  from 
the  documents  No.  —  to  No.  17  in  my  printed  reply  to  Mr.  Figueroa. 
What  opinion  ought,  then,  to  be  formed  of  the  good  faith  of  Mr.  Soret 
when,  publishing  my  claim  as  liquidated,  he  commits  so  malicious  an 
oversight?  Surely  this  simple  act  is  a  manifest  proof  of  his  malice, 
and  the  little  veracity  contained  in  the  rest  of  his  exposition  that 
presents  more  errors  than  it  contains  ideas ;  it  would  be  necessary 
that  I  should  be  crazy  to  dare  to  inculpate  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment and  of  its  principal  offiders  forging  an  arbitrary  account,  upon 
documents  that  in  a  moment  might  be  detected  There  is  no  person 
in  his  senses  that,  on  the  first  reasoning,  would  not  see  that  such  a 
conduct  on  my  part  would  be  improbable,  or  little  less  than  impossi- 
ble, and  more  so  if  he  reflect  that  the  credit  of  every  merchant 
depends  always  upon  the  good  faith  and  legality  of  his  accounts,  and 
not  from  the  folly,  and  even  crime,  of  forging  credits  in  his  favor 
that  he  has  not.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  insist  longer  upon  this 
particular,  and  I  will  content  myself  with  only  observing,  as  I 
observed  in  my  pamphlet,  page  43,  in  the  representation  addressed  to 
his  Majesty,  that  I  found  myself,  as  /  now  do,  under  an  advance  of 
more  than  fourteen  millions  of  rials  ;  since  having  received  bills  upon 
the  Havana  and  New  Spain  is  not  the  same  as  having  recovered  their 
amount,  and  that  I  have  not  claimed  from  the  government  nor  the 
cortes  that  part  of  the  claim  comprehended  in  these  bills.  I  only 
mentioned  this  disbursement  in  order  to  receive  that  part  which  ought 
to  be  paid  me  in  Cadiz  and  which  amount  was  due  many  months  since. 
When  Mr.  Soret  can  contradict  these  truths  my  complaint  will  be 
unjust  and  unfounded,  and  my  expositions  untrue,  but  in  the  mean- 
while his  promises  are  null,  and  what  he  says  insignificant ;  and  he 
can  have  no  other  object  than  to  blind  the  public  and  government,  in 
order  to  conceal  his  proceedings,  and  to  carry  into  execution  his 
determination  of  ruining  me  from  personal  resentment,  if  not  some- 
thing worse. 

Under  date  5th  August,  as  appears  by  the  document  marked  No.  1, 
he  confesses  that  the  government  had  resolved,  on  the  10th  of  May, 
that,  in  consideration  of  my  very  great  advances,  it  would  attend  to 
the  payment  of  my  demands  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  Permit  me 
to  make  some  observations,  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  convinced, 
and  that  Mr.  Soret  himself  may  answer,  if  he  is  capable  of  doing  it 
with  truth.  At  that  time  I  applied,  claiming  the  fulfillment  of  the 
two  bills  that  together  form  190,000  dollars  in  specie,  and  which 
ought  to  have  been  paid  to  me  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the 
money  from  America,  without  the  necessity  of  a  new  order,  because  it 
was  ordered  by  the  sovereign  himself. 

Since  the  10th  of  May  to  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  according  to 
the  statements  published  in  the  Oondsoa^  the  treasurer  has  received 
the  sum  of  near  twelve  millions  of  rials,  including  four  millions  in 
bills  of  the  English  consul,  received  by  the  junta  of  Cadiz,  more  than 
three  millions  of  these  funds  having  arrived  in  the  brig  Cazador,  from 
Havana.    He  ought  to  have  paid  me  the  whole  sum  due  me^  or,  at 
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all  eventfly  all  the  sum  brought  in  the  said  bri^.  Why,  then,  has  the 
treasnrer  not  attended  to  my  claim,  when,  as  it  appears  by  the  state- 
ment that  he  presents,  that  he  has  paid  Mr.  Richard  Hackey  three 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  rials  of  vellon  for  flour  received  long 
after  mine  was  delivered?  Would  the  debt  of  Hackey  be  in  justice 
preferable  because  made  subsequent  to  mine?  How  is  it  that,  on 
this  occasion,  Mr.  Soret  did  not  bring  forth  some  of  his  moral  money 
to  pay  for  this  flour  ?  Why  not  say  the  same  to  Hackey  as  he  does 
to  me,  namely,  Do  you  wish  to  be  paidj  and  let  the  army  remain  iffvih- 
out  food  t 

These  undeniable  facts  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  foundation  of  my 
just  complaints,  and  that  I  have  not  been  mistaken  when  I  asserted 
that  my  debt  was  the  most  sacred  that  the  government  owes,  and 
however  much  Messrs  Figueroa  and  Soret  may  pretend  to  dazzle  the 
public  with  their  sophisms,  it  will  be  discovered,  by  this  simple  expo- 
sition, that  only  their  private  contracts  have  been  attended  to;  and 
that  all  the  mystery  of  this  proceeding  arises  from  my  contracts  not 
having  been  clandestinely  made  with  the  treasurer,  instead  of  being 
made  publicly  with  the  commissioners,  authorized  to  that  effect  by 
the  government  and  sovereign  himself. 

To  manifest  the  absurd  and  black  calumnies  with  which  Mr.  Soret 
pretends  to  present  me  before  the  nation,  in  his  shameful  representa- 
tion to  the  regency,  I  will  content  myself  with  noticing  a  very  palpa- 
ble contradiction  in  his  representations,  and  which  does  not  le«ve  a 
doubt  of  the  spirit  that  directs  him  in  this  affair.  In  page  18  of  his 
representation,  in  a  report  made  by  him  to  the  regency,  he  says  lite- 
rally what  follows : 

''  The  services  that  Meade  has  done  in  the  epocha  of  our  revolution, 
and  his  great  advances,  originating  from  his  contracts,  make  a  cred- 
itor to  all  the  considerations  of  the  government." 

In  pages  31  and  32,  to  show  the  public  that  I  am  a  creditor  of  no 
consiaeration,  not  having  done  any  service,  or  deserved  any  merit 
from  the  nation,  (addressing  the  regency,)  he  expresses  himself  in 
this  manner  : 

**  Let  your  highness  interrogate  all  the  merchants  of  this  place,  and 
not  give  credence  to  the  assertions  of  a  public  officer  whom  Meade  calls 
his  enemy,  all  of  them,  being  scandalized  at  this,  will  tell  your  high- 
ness that  the  object  of  this  merchant  has  never  been  any  other  than 
to  retain  in  his  hands  all  the  flour  that  arrived  here  to  make  a  traffic 
of  it ;  which,  being  thus  exclusively  his,  it  obliged  your  highness  to 
submit  to  the  law  which  the  cold  indifference  of  a  mercantile  specula- 
tion could  impose  on  your  highness.  No  means,  no  step,  no  diligence 
has  been  neglected  to  obtain  this  favorite  object ;  and  if  the  nation  has 
not  groaned  under  the  weight  of  so  horrible  a  calculation,  it  is  the 
work  of  chance,  not  from  the  omission  or  negligence  of  this  man,  who 
is  so  enthusiastic  in  the  national  cause ;  and,  after  this^  will  the  ser- 
vices of  Meade  still  be  praised  ?"* 

o  I  do  not  attempt  to  preeent  to  the  pnblic  an  exposition  of  my  merits ;  I  abstain  from 
enumerating  those  I  thinlc  I  deserve ;  and,  above  all,  I  refer  to  the  expresBions  of  gratitude 
with  which  the  oortes  and  the  former  regency  have  honored  me,  being  published,  by  their 
order,  in  the  gasettes  of  the  government. 
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Can  I  giye  a  more  marked  passage  than  this  single  one  to  manifest 
the  contradictions  and  turpitude  with  which  Mr.  Soret  acts  ?  On  7th 
of  July  he  confesses  frankly  my  services  in  a  private  report  iurnished 
to  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  in  which,  complying  with  the  duties 
of  a  public  functionary,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  exaggerates 
my  great  merits  and  services  towards  the  nation,  and  in  his  exposition 
given  to  the  public  he  dares  to  say  that  I  have  had  no  other  object  in 
all  my  contracts  but  that  of  a  cold  indifference  of  mercantile  specula- 
tion, and  that  I  have  endeavored,  by  all  the  means  in  my  power,  to 
make  an  exclusive  monopoly,  in  order  to  give  the  law  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  he  has  the  impudence  to  be  astonished  at  my  services  being 
recommended.  Is  it  possible  that  a  rational  man  can  print  and  pre- 
nent  to  the  public  so  many  and  such  great  absurdities  and  contradic- 
tions in  a  pamphlet  of  only  39  pages  ?  Surely  if  Mr.  Soret,  as  a  mer- 
chant and  treasurer,  has  manifei^ed  that  he  does  not  understand  his 
duty,  or  that  if  he  understands  it,  he  despises  it,  in  order  to  allow 
himself  to  be  governed  by  partial  views,  reprobated  both  by  the  law 
and  by  reason,  here,  as  a  public  writer,  he  falls  into  contradictions 
still  more  remarkable,  since  only  a  man  devoid  of  common  sense  can 
be  capable  of  such  contradictions  ;  or  has  he  thought  he  was  speaking 
to  idiots  when  he  addressed  the  public  of  Cadiz,  presenting  them  such 
clear  and  shameful  contradictions.  Lastly,  to  show  the  public  and 
even  Mr.  Soret  the  mistake  he  lies  under,  not  to  speak  of  the  extrava- 
gant charge  he  wishes  to  make  against  me^  of  my  wishing  to  give  the 
law  to  the  government,  taking  upon  myself  the  exclusive  commerce 
of  flour,  I  refer  to  the  document  marked  No.  2,  which  is  a  copy  of  the 
proposition  made  by  me  to  the  sovereign  in  August,  1811,  and  repeated 
to  the  intendant,  Cartajal,  with  whom  the  government  ordered  me  to 
confer,  in  the  month  of  December.  I  also  refer  to  the  disposition  of 
the  junta  of  Cadiz,  that  will  prove  its  having  contracted  with  me  fOT 
fifty  thousand  barrels  of  flour  at  fifteen  hard  dollars  per  barrel,  and 
also  fifty  thousand  barrels  more  at  |14f . 

In  my  proposal  it  is  true  that  the  price  is  not  stipulated  ;  but  surely 
this  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  moderate,  and  the  government, 
as  well  as  the  citizens  of  Cadiz,  would  not  have  found  themselves 
obliged  to  pay  f^l,  and,  at  present,  $22  and  $23  per  barrel^  when  I 
wished  to  make  the  contract  for  a  year  or  longer,  at  a  time  at  which  I 
was  selling  flour  at  $16^  hard  dollars,  and  latterly  at  16}  ;  and  without 
speaking  of  this  contract,  I  can  assert  that  this  scarcity  of  flour  would 
never  have  caused  it  to  arrive  at  its  actual  height  if  Mr.  Soret  had  not 
adopted  towards  me  his  new  method  of  moral  payment^  and  had  not 
obliged  me  to  put  an  end  to  my  commercial  contracts.  Whatever 
Mr.  Soret  may  say  against  the  above  facts  is  entirely  wilful,  and  with- 
out any  more  motive  than  with  the  view  of  concealing  the  price  to 
which  flour  rose  in  consequence  of  my  proposal  not  being  adopted.  I 
will  agree  that  I  would  have  had  a  profit  in  this  contract ;  but  its 
being  greater  to  the  government  and  city  of  Cadiz^  as  experience 
Bhows,  instead  of  only  accriminating  me,  every  reasonable  man  will 
know  that  thanks  ought  to  have  been  given  me  for  the  important  ser- 
vice which  I  offered  to  render.  Nothing  discovers  so  completely 
the  ifUriguea  of  the  operations  of  the  treasury,  with  respect  to  what 
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relates  to  my  aflfair,  as  the  exposition  of  the  treasurer  himself  in  the 
pages  16  and  17.  There,  in  order  to  excuse  himself  «foT  not  having 
assisted  me  with  the  bills  received  from  the  ambassador  of  his  Brit«nnic 
Majesty — even  if  he  could  have  laid  aside  the  question  whether  these 
bills  had  been  received  or  not  by  any  special  arrangement  concluded 
with  the  English^  as  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  justice  of  my 
cause — nevertheless,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  former  publication,  and 
the  treasurer  now  disavows  it,  T  can  do  no  less  than  show  that,  to 
assure  this  assertion,  I  founded  myself  upon  public  facts  and  official 
documents  which  were  not  only  the  public  papers  of  Spain  and  Eng- 
land, but  also  the  notes  of  the  British  Parliament. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Soret  will  think  that  it  is  inconsiderate  in  a  merchant 
to  wish  to  understand  aifairs  of  government ;  but  when  these  come  to 
be  published,  it  is  not  a  folly  to  cite  them,  nor  can  a  public  officer 
disavow  them.  Be  it,  however,  as  it  may,  what  there  is  no  doubt  of 
is,  that  Mr.  Soret  confesses  himself  having  received  thirteen  millions 
of  rials  from  the  ambassador,  in  the  space  of  four  months,  which, 
with  a  very  trifling  difference  indeed,  amounts  to  the  same  as  I  said. 
But  he  adds,  that  these  bills  having  been  received  under  the  express 
condition  that  they  should  not  be  negotiated  in  this  city^  it  became 
impossible  for  him  to  relieve  me,  and,  moreover,  that  their  amount 
was  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  armies.  He 
then  adds,  how  was  it  possible  to  appropriate  such  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Meade  ?  To  destroy  this  assertion  of  Mr.  Soret,  or,  at  least, 
to  show  that  this  was  not  the  reason  that  prevented  him  from  relieving 
me,  it  will  suffice  to  prove  that  he  has  negotiated  in  this  city  part  of 
said  bills,  and  that  he  has  negotiated  them  also  to  a  considerable  loss, 
and  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  public  finance ;  on  which  loss  he 
makes  no  calculation,  either  from  malice  or  by  a  remarkable  forget- 
fulness,  when  he  talks  of  presenting  the  price  of  the  contracts  he  has 
made.  See  his  own  statements,  published  in  the  numbers  27  and  31 
of  the  public  paper  called  the  '*  Conciso,"  of  the  month  of  July  and 
7th  and  14th  of  August  of  this  year,  from  which  statement  it  results 
that  that  part  of  the  bills  negotiated  in  this  city,  in  four  weeks  alone, 
suffered  the  loss  of  eighty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  rials 
and  twenty  maravedis  vellon.  If  these  bills  have  had  the  destination 
stipulated  by  the  ambassador,  from  whence  arises  this  loss  ?  for,  in 
such  a  case,  none  ought  to  have  taken  place,  when  every  merchant  of 
Cadiz  would  receive  them  with  pleasure,  to  be  able  to  recover  the 
amount  of  the  provisions  that  he  might  have  sold.  If  the  bills  have 
been  discounted,  as  we  must  necessarily  believe  from  the  loss  the  na- 
tion has  suffered,  the  assertion  Mr.  Soret  makes  of  their  inversion  is 
false,  and  of  course  he  might  have  relieved  me.  Either  of  the  two 
extremes  that  Mr.  Soret  may  choose  to  adopt  falsifies  his  exponition 
completely.  If  they  were  negotiated  for  money,  he  has  not  fulfilled 
the  condition  stipulated  with  the  ambassador  ;  and  yet  it  is  that  ex- 
press condition  which  he  cites  as  not  allowing  him  to  relieve  me.  If 
given  in  payment  for  provisions,  we  must  suppose  a  criminal  conduct, 
which  I  ought  not  to  believe,  as  in  such  a  case  there  ought  not  to  have 
been  any  loss,  as  I  would  have  received  them  for  my  debt  without 
any.  which  was  also  for  provisions ;  and  in  such  a  case  his  contracts 
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were  not  at  the  price  of  |21  per  barrel  of  flour^  as  he  has  stated,  but 
at  a  much  higher  price,  as  tney  absorbed  also  the  amount  of  the  loss 
on  the  bills. 

I  am  persuaded  that  at  such  evident  facts  the  public  will  remain 
convinced  of  tny  justice  and  of  the  want  of  sincerity  of  the  treasurer, 
as  equally  of  the  suspicion  with  which  all  clandestine  contracts  present 
themselves,  formed  by  others  than  those  commissioued  by  the  sover- 
eign himself,  with  the  publicity  which  is  commanded  by  law,  as  be- 
ing the  only  method  that  can  inspire  confidence  whenever  the  man- 
agement of  money  is  considered.  As  I  am  not  a  Spanish  citizen,  I 
would  have  abstained  from  censuring  and  criminating  the  clandestiue 
contracts  of  Mr.  Soret,  notwithstanding  the  sovereign  himself  having 
ordered  that  no  such  contracts  should  be  mude,  if  this  cause  had  not 
greatly  prejudiced  my  interests,  and  what  the  defence  of  my  rights 
exacted  from  me  ;  Mr.  Soret  being  at  the  same  time  the  only  commis- 
sioner for  said  contracts,  and  treasurer  general  of  the  public  moneys, 
the  consequence  has  been  that  Mr.  Soret,  as  he  himself  says  in  the 
epigraph  of  the  statement  that  he  presents  at  page  61  of  his  repre- 
sentations, he  thought  himself  obliged  to  pay  only  what  he  had  con- 
tracted, and  not  what  the  government  had  contracted  for.  He  con- 
fesses himself  that  the  payment  of  his  contracts  was  urgent  because 
his  notes  were  due,  and  because  their  amount  was  owing  ^under  his 
responsibiWy  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  only  the  contracts  made  by  him 
ouffht  to  be  satisfied,  and  if  he  meant  to  say  otherwise,  it  is  a  sophism 
to  blind  the  public  and  disguise  the  truth.  The  payment  of  my  debt 
ought  to  have  been  equally  urgent,  since  its  payment  was  due ;  and 
this  being  one  of  the  two  reasons  he  alleges  for  satisfying  those  he 
made,  he  could  only  not  have  paid  mine  because  it  was  not  contracted 
with  him,  notwithstanding  its  having  been  made  with  all  the  neces- 
sary forms,  as  ordered  by  the  sovereign  himself,  and  under  the  guar- 
antee of  the  cortes  itself. 

This  language  of  sophistry  is  shameful.  What  does  the  treasurer 
understand  by  his  responsibility  f  or  what  does  he  mean  when  he 
asseverates  that  the  moneys  are  due  with  his  responsibility  ?  Is  it 
anything  else  than  to  wish  to  blind  men,  and  render  obscure  the  sub- 
ject of  which  we  are  treating  ?  The  treasurer  of  the  nation  cannot 
have,  nor  has  he  ever  had,  any  other  responsibility  than  the  debit  and 
credit  account  of  the  moneys  which  enter  into  his  department,  but  in 
no  manner  the  privilege  of  paying  in  preference  such  and  such  debts 
contracted  by  the  state.  If  the  government  had  individuals  that  un- 
derbtood  political  economy  and  the  management  of  the  public  finances, 
how  would  Mr.  Soret  dare  to  state  absurdities  and  falsehoods  so  gross 
as  these,  to  give  an  air  of  importance  to  his  operations  not  sanctioned 
by  law.  For  what  contracts  of  the  government  has  he  ever  been 
obliged  to  interpose  his  mercantile  credit,  when  all  those  made  by  him 
have  been  paid  in  ready  money  or  in  notes  or  bills  of  the  English 
government,  which  are  equivalent  to  cash  ?  What  personal  respon- 
sibility can  Mr.  Soret  have,  when,  even  before  receiving  the  provisions 
ho  contracts  for,  he  already  details  their  payment,  and  secures  it  with 
the  moneys  he  is  to  receive,  as  fully  appears  by  note  No.  1 1  of  his 
representation  ? 
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As  Soret  paid  only  those  contracts  made  by  himself^  any  one  will 
perceive  that  my  complaints  are  just,  and  much  more  fio  when  the 
sovereign  had  directed  that  the  moneys  from  America  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  my  debt,  and  which  sums  Mr.  Soret  used  to 
pay  those  contracts  which  he  said  were  most  urgent,  without  alleging 
any  other  reason  than  that  they  were  made  under  his  reepoDsibility, 
as  if  mine  had  none  of  his  responsibility,  or  if,  having  that  of  the 
sovereign,  this  should  be  of  less  value  than  that  of  the  treasurer. 
Mr.  Soret  says  thcU  I  have  forgotten  that  experience  had  made  the  exeevr 
iion  impracticable^  or^  to  speak  more  properly  y  the  applicatian  of  the 
sovereign  precept  for  the  intervention  of  publicitv  of  the  oontrada,  and 
thai  I  consider  y  on  that  account  ^  his  secret  or  private  contracts  as  mo- 
licious;  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  treasurer  had  better  have  left 
in  his  inkstand  this  circumstance  and  kept  a  profound  silence,  as  he 
ought  to  be  aware  that  a  man  bom  in  a  nree  country  knows  his  own 
dignity  and  will  never  allow  himself  to  be  insulted  with  impunity  or 
to  be  treated  as  the  public  functionaries  of  an  arbitrary  government 
are  accustomed  to  treat  those  under  them.  Let  us  unrarel  part  of 
this  mysterious  obscurity  once,  that  the  treasurer  wishes  it,  so  that 
the  public,  as  well  as  himself  may  be  convinced  that  my  expressions 
on  this  subject  have  not  been  without  due  reflection  and  proper  data. 
I  will  agree  that  contracts  made  at  public  vendue  may  have  their 
inconveniences,  but  at  the  same  time  I  will  assert  that  they  ought  to 
have  all  possible  publicity,  and  that  whenever  such  is  not  the  case, 
the  frauds,  monopolies,  and  predilections  of  the  public  functionaries 
will  be  very  frequent ;  experience  has  demonstrated  this  to  all  those 
nations  whose  pi  ogress  has  been  the  greatest.  In  England  no  con- 
tract takes  place  which  has  not  been  publicly  entered  into,  after  having 
been  for  some  time  advertised,  so  that  the  concurrence  of  contractors 
may  be  obtained,  and  of  course  every  advantage  is  obtained  in  the 
prices.  The  same  takes  place  in  the  United  States,  and  however  igno- 
rant Mr.  Soret  may  be  of  political  economy  and  however  much  circum- 
stances may  oblige  him  to  say  otherwise,  he  cannot  oppose  himself  to 
so  obvious  a  principle.  But  let  us  limit  ourselves  to  our  subject,  and 
we  shall  see  that  the  result  will  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertions. 

Mr.  Soret  being  the  commissioner  named  by  the  regency  to  make 
contracts,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  nation  to  pay  them,  instead  of 
those  great  advantages  resulting  to  the  nation  which  he  wishes  to 
persuade  us,  I  only  see  incalculable  evils.  He  alone  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  wants  of  the  State,  makes  use  of  one  of  nis  friends 
to  purchase  the  articles  that  are  wanted,  and  this  friend,  certain  of 

?)ayment  and  of  the  profit,  does  not  hesitate  to  make  the  purchases 
rom  the  first  importers.  Mr.  Soret  bought,  in  the  month  of  June,  of 
one  of  his  four  friends  cited  by  him,  eight  hundred  barrels  of  pork, 
At  the  rate  of  twenty-four  hard  dollars  per  barrel,  which  pork  had 
been  bought  a  few  days  previous  from  Mr.  John  White,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  hard  dollars  per  barrel.  By  his  own  statement,  page  62, 
it  is  proved  that  he  has  taken  from  Mr.  Anthony  Picardo  2,600  barrels 
of  flour  for  cash,  at  twenty-one  hard  dollars  per  barrel ;  now  the  fsc^ 
is,  that  Picardo  has  never  received  consignments  sf  flour.  He  must, 
of  course,  have  bought  the  flour  in  the  market  from  the  first  houses 
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or  importers  at  a  lower  price,  and  I  wish  the  treasurer  to  reflect  that 
I  can  name  the  person  from  whom  it  was  bought.  I  shall  content 
myself  with  citing  these  two  examples  although  I  am  acquainted 
with  many  others. 

These  are  su£Bicient  to  prove  the  great  injury  that  must  arise  to  the 
state  by  these  clandestine  contracts  made  by  the  treasurer,  contrary 
to  the  sovereign  orders-— contracts  which  I  would  not  have  mentioned 
if  the  treasurer  himself  had  not  obliged  me  so  to  do,  and  had  not 
determined  upon  injuring  me  by  applying  to  their  payment  the  mo- 
neys that  the  sovereign  himself  had  destined  to  satisfy  my  claim. 
"Mr.  Soret,  in  his  pages  27  and  28,  says  that  Jie  has  never  usurped  the 
fumdtiofM  of  the  generm  direction  of  proviaums^  and  that  I  Juxd  declared 
myedf  tie  protector  for  private  views  y  whU'C  formerly  I  made,  with  pleas- 
urcy  my  contracts  with  the  treasury.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  with  the 
greatest  brevity  to  so  great  an  imposture  or  mistake,  notwithstanding 
that  they  offer  me  matter  sufficient  for  lengthy  expositions,  and  that 
-would  be,  perhaps,  little  to  Mr.  Soret's  mind.  In  the  first  place  I 
have  never  had  anything  directly  or  indirectly  to  do,  not  only  with 
the  actual  geneci^  directions  as  a  body,  but  not  even  with  any  of  its 
members  in  particular ;  therefore  it  is  a  manifest  falsehood  that  for 

{private  views  I  should  have  endeavored  to  be  its  protector.     I  chal- 
enge  Mr.  Soret  to  disavow  with  a  single  fact  this  assertion.     It  is  true 
I  said,  and  I  again  assert  it,  that  Mr.  Soret  has  usurped  the  Junctions 
of  the  general  directors.     To  prove  my  assertion  I  will  not  apply  to 
its  notoriety  in  Cadiz,  that  is,  among  all  those  who  have  commercial 
relations  with  the  public  finance.     Among  various  others  I  will  men- 
tion a  fact  well  known  to  the  regency,  and  which  clearly  proves  the 
truth  of  my  assertions ;  it  is  the  following :  under  date  of  28th  of 
June  a  contract  between  the  directors  general  of  provisions  and  a 
house  of  Cadiz,  payable    in  bills  of   exchange   on   England,   the 
directors  transmitted  a  copy  of  said  contract  to  Mr.  Soret  that  he  might 
provide  the  means  ot  payment ;  this  he  returned,  refusing  to  provide 
it,  and  consequently  annulled  a  contract  concluded  with  the  interven- 
tion of  two  public  brokers  and  with  the  most  solemn  lormalities. 
Five  days  after  he  himself  contracted  with  his  friend  Picardo  for 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen  bushels  of  barley,  at  the  rate 
of  seventy-eight  rials  of  velion,  and  he  sent  orders  to  the  directory  to 
extend  the  necessary  documents,  which  was  done  with  Picardo,  and 
which  amount  has  been  paid  in  cash.     All  this  appears  by  official 
documents,  which  Mr.  Soret  cannot  conceal ;  neither  can  he  deny  that 
some  officers  from  the  island  have  come  to  the  city  complaining  to  the 
regency  that  a  part  of  said  barley  was  of  a  bad  quality  and  the  other 
80  bad  as  to  be  entirely  useless.     If  this  fact  should  not  bo  sufficient 
to  convince  Mr.  Soret  and  the  public  that  the  former  has  usurped  the 
administraiion  of  the  directors  and  has  made  scandalous  contractSy  many 
others  could  be  cited,  and  among  these  the  representation  made  by 
the  director  general  himself  to  the  regency,  dated  23d  of  May,  rela- 
tive to  the  two  warehouses  of  provisions  that  Mr.  Soret  ordered  to  be 
established  in  the  Island  of  Leon  to  supply  the  army,  and  also  the 
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scandalous  occurrence  of  the  contract  for  cheese  made  by  the  said 
treasurer.* 

As  to  what  Mr.  Soret  says  about  my  making  contracts  on  former 
occasions  with  the  treasury,  I  will  answer  him  for  his  satisfaction,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  public,  in  order  that  the  latter  should  not  think 
that  I  have  acted  with  secresy  in  my  contracts,  that  it  is  true  that  I 
have  contracted  with  the  former  treasurer,  but  it  has  always  been  by 
order  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  minister  of  finance  of  the 
regency  itself,  and  when  no  other  public  functionaries  were  known 
for  making  contracts  with  merchants,  at  an  epoch  in  which  the  sov- 
ereign had  not  made  any  arrangement  to  the  contrary.  What  has  he 
therefore  to  criminate  in  this  particular?  If  he  knows  of  any  mo- 
nopoly of  mine  he  may  expose  it  to  the  public,  and  it  there  is  not  any, 
it  is  a  malicious  motive  to  have  published  what  he  says  under  a  oer* 
tain  disguise,  which  always  leads  persons  to  some  crime.  Mr.  Soret, 
in  his  publication,  pages  34  and  35,  with  the  greatest  self  satisfaction, 
assures  us  of  two  things  altogether  false,  and  one  of  them  with  the 
circumstance  of  contradicting  what  he  affirms  in  another  place.  To 
such  contradictions  does  bad  faith  and  resentment  lead)  when  it  meets 
with  men  little  accustomed  to  writing  for  the  public  eye. 

Notwithstanding  his  showing  that  I  have  not  had  in  my  contracts 
all  that  generosity  on  which  I  pride  myself,  and  appealing  to  Mr. 
John  White,  he  asserts  that  he  offered  to  take  of  me  4,000  barrels  of 
flour,  paying  for  each  at  the  price  of  20^  hard  dollars^  and  delivering 
for  their  value  bills  on  London  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and  ex- 
change of  49,  with  which  conditions  the  house  of  Mr.  James  War- 
dropp  gave  this  article,  to  whom  I  should  be  preferred,  and  that 
before  twenty-four  hours  White  returned  to  inform  him  that  I  did  not 
agree  to  this  proposal.  Mr.  Soret  presents  a  partial  statement  to 
fascinate  the  regency,  or  rather  the  public,  supposing  the  certainty  of 
the  price  which  he  paid  for  the  flour  to  Wardropp  was  that  of  20^ 
hard  dollars  per  barrel ;  he  was  not  ignorant  that  Wardropp's  flour 

^  This  adventure  of  the  purctuue  of  cheese  is  worihy  of  public  DOtioe.  Mr.  Sorec 
bought  some  hundreds  of  quintals  of  cheese  from  one  of  his  friends  whom  he  meniions  in 
his  pamphlet.  The  cheese  was  sent  to  the  stores  of  provisions,  where,  having  been 
examined  by  the  officers  of  the  said  department,  and  having  been  found  rotten,  they  refused 
to  admit  it,  which,  however,  was  insisted  upon  by  the  seller.  The  latter  complained  to  Mr. 
Soret  of  the  opposition  made  to  receive  his  cheese  Mr.  Soret  immediately  complained 
to  Mr.  Figueroa  against  these  disobedient  public  officers,  and  to  prove  their  want  of  respect, 
spoke  of  the  goodness  of  the  article  and  of  the  private  service  he  had  done  in  this  purchase 
undfsr  his  own  responsibility.  Mr.  Figueroa  ordered  Mr.  Marco  del  Pout,  director  of  pro- 
visions, to  be  called,  in  order  that  he  bhould  oblige  his  subalterns  to  admit  the  cheese ;  bat 
this  gentleman,  who  was  well  informed  of  the  whole  of  the  affair,  told  the  minister  that  in  no 
way  would  he  give  such  an  order,  because  the  said  cheese  was  pestilential.  After  this  vcene 
Mr.  ^oret  went  himself  to  the  storehouse  of  provisions,  to  examine  himself,  as  a  oonnoisaeur 
in  the  quality  of  the  cheese,  in  which  storehouse  there  was  one  not  less  curious,  because  Mr. 
Marco  del  Pout,  seeing  that  the  treasurer  meddled  in  the  inspection  belongiug  to  the  direc- 
tors, ordered  his  subalterns  that  in  no  way  should  they  acknowledge  Mr.  Soret's  authority  in 
this  matter,  and  that  he  should  not  even  be  permitted  to  enter  the  factory.  At  last  the  affair 
was  compromised  by  admitting  only  87  quintals  of  cheese ;  that,  although  selected  from  the 
rest,  only  served  as  a  repast  fur  the  fish  in  the  bay  if  they  wished  to  eat  it,  because  b^ng 
divided  into  rations  among  the  crews  of  the  vessels,  and  these  not  being  able  to  make  uae  ^ 
it,  they  were  obliged  to  throw  it  into  the  sea ;  and  the  most  singular  part  of  this  anecdote 
was  that  the  price  of  the  cheese  that  Mr.  Soret  was  supposed  to  have  stipulated  for  under  kis 
own  responsibUitff  was  paid  for  with  bills  received  from  the  Engiiih  consul. 
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was  oat  of  the  city,  and  that  it  had  not  paid  the  duties  of  entrance 
nor  charges  of  carriage  and  storage,  and  that  mine  had  already  paid 
the  duties,  which  are  21  rials  of  vellon  per  harrel,  which  amount  I 
had  already  delivered  to  the  public  finance  ;  and,  besides,  the  carriage 
and  storage  was  *also  paid,  which  expenses  the  government  would 
have  to  pay  by  receiving  the  flour  of  Wardropp,  without  taking  into 
view  the  duties  of  entrance,  which  duties  amounted  to  eighty-four 
thousand  rials.  This  fact  allowed,  and  of  which  Mr.  Soret  was 
informed  by  Mr.  John  White,  to  whose  testimony  I  also  appeal, 
shows  the  falsity  of  Mr.  Soret's  story,  and  the  sophisms  to  which  he 
has  to  recur  in  order  to  conceal  his  conduct,  and  present  me  in  the 
light  he  wishes. 

Even  if  I,  after  so  many  previous  sacrifices,  had  not  chosen  to  sell 
my  flour  at  the  same  rate  as  other  merchants,  no  crime  or  want  of 
generosity  could  be  laid  to  my  charge  ;  but  such  a  fact  not  having 
taken  place  in  the  case  cited  by  the  treasurer,  his  own  account  will 
only  serve  as  a  support  to  my  former  expositions,  and  to  the  thorough 
conviction  of  the  said  Mr.  Soret.  He  confesses  to  the  government 
and  the  public  that  he  wished  to  prefer  me  to  Wardropp.  Why  this 
preference  ?  Was  it  because  I  never  had  any  generosity  in  my  con- 
tracts, nor  had  ever  rendered  services  to  the  nation  ;  or  was  it  for  the 
contrary  ?  If  the  first,  the  preference  and  consideration  in  a  public 
functionary  was  criminal,  or  at  least  superfluous,  to  detail  it  to  the 
government.  If  the  second^  he  belies  himself,  and  what  he  so  often 
repeats  in  his  expositions.  Let  us  be  plain  :  such  absurdities  are  only 
to  be  engendered  in  a  head  occupied  with  ideas  truly  insane  and  ma- 
lignant. The  second  fact  is  the  one  he  supposes  to  belie  what  I  affirm 
in  my  account  of  the  2d  of  August,  when  I  assert  that  he  has  bought 
flour  much  dearer  than  what  he  might  have  had  it  from  me.  To 
prove  my  supposed  want  of  truth,  speaking  with  the  regency,  he  says : 
^'  That  the  regency  is  aware  that  the  highest  price  of  a  barrel  of  flour 
hought  during  all  this  year  has  not  exceeded  20^  hard  dollars;  and 
that  as  I  did  not  wish  to  give  it  at  that  price,  my  account  is  false." 

Mr.  Soret  forgets  what  he  was  to  say  in  page  62  in  the  statement 
published  of  the  distribution  of  the  moneys  which  ought  to  be  collected^ 
by  the  (ayuntamiento)  municipality. 

He  then  presents  1,050,000  rials,  destined  for  his  friend  Mr.  Antonio 
Picardo,  ior  the  value  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
by  which  account,  made  out  in  the  style  of  a  merchant,  and  not  of  a 
treasurer  general  of  the  Spanish  nation,  it  comes  to  the  rate  of  21 
hard  dollars,  neither  more  nor  less  ;  and  this  is  not  the  only  error. 
Mij  flour  had  paid,  as  I  have  before  said,  twenty-one  rials  duties  per 
barrel,  and  which  loss  Mr.  Picardo  had  not  sustained  ;  if  to  this  is 
added  the  expenses  of  carriage  and  storage,  and  the  discount  paid  on 
the  bills  in  order  to  pay  cash  to  Picardo  in  this  city,  and  which  loss 
the  government  was  not  to  sustain  in  the  contract  with  me^  since  I 
was  to  receive  and  to  collect  them  in  London,  it  follows,  on  a  calcula- 
tion not  exaggerated,  that  a  single  barrel  of  Picardo's  flour  costs  the 
public  treasury  about  $23. 

In  viewing  these  facts  and  details,  the  public  will  decide  whether 
Mr.  Soret  offered  me  the  same  advantages  as  he  did  Mr.  Picardo,. 
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whicli  he  asserts  in  his  representation.  I  will  oonclude,  then,  by 
answering  the  two  last  paragraphs  of  the  treasurer,  saying  that  I  am 
ready  to  prove,  in  justice,  and  before  a  competent  tribunal,  what  I  have 
said  with  respect  to  his  conduct,  and  the  damages  that  I  claim.  But 
to  do  it,  according  to  the  laws  of  a  civilized  nation,  it  is  necessary  Mr. 
Soret  should  present  himself  against  me  in  a  judicial  manner;  and  he 
not  having  done  it,  and  solicited  the  regencj  of  the  kingdom  to  do  it 
for  him,  as  if  the  latter  was  his  tutoress,  or  as  if  the  decorum  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  as  he  says,  was  interested  in  defending  his  cause,  is 
an  absurdity  that  could  only  enter  the  brain  of  one  that  is  ignorant  of 
the  principles  of  legislation  and  justice. 

His  private  services,  which  I  have  never  impugned,  nor  do  I  know 
anything  of  them,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair  of  which  we 
treat ;  every  one  has  a  right  to  demand  reparation  from  calumny  in 
the  corresponding  tribunal  of  justice. 

To  announce,  emphatically,  that  the  regency  may  remunercUe  services 
never  articulated  by  his  lips,  condescending  to  whaJt  every  Spaniard  com 
do^  either  manifests  an  evident  fraud  or  an  insignificant  idea,  in  order 
to  appear  that  he  wishes  anxiously  to  do  what  nobody  prevents  him 
from  performing.  If  he  has  any  honor,  and  wishes,  as  he  says,  to 
show  it,  let  him  demand  me  in  justice,  and  then  it  will  be  seen  if  his 
honor  as  a  ptMic  officer^  and  as  sxAch  a  well  known  citizen^  is  or  is  not 
greatly  stained  by  my  representations, 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

Cadiz,  September  27,  1812. 


No.  1. 

Although  the  government  has  resolved,  by  an  order  of  the  10th  of 
May  last,  to  attend  to  you  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers,  and  besides, 
your  large  advances  merit  every  consideration,  and  the  situation  of 
your  commercial  house,  as  you  show  me  in  your  letter  of  to-day,  such 
are  the  narrow  means  and  embarrassments  of  the  treasury  general, 
and  so  peremptory  its  attentions,  that  they  absolutely  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  assist  you  in  order  to  relieve  you  from  your  difficulties. 

God  preserve  you  many  years.  Cadiz,  August  5,  1812.  Victor 
Soret  to  Mr.  Ricardo  Meade. 


Note  of  a  contra<!t  that  Mr.  Bichard  Meade  offers  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

1.  To  provide  provisions  to  the  value  of  50,000,000  rials  vellon, 
consisting  of  the  following  articles . 

100,000  to  120,000  barrels  of  flour. 
40,000  to    50,000  cwts.  of  rice. 
8,000  to    10,000  barrels  of  pork. 
8,000  to    10,000  barrels  of  salt  meat. 
8,000  to    10,000  barrels  of  Indian  corn. 


BICHABD  W.  MEADE.  771 

2.  The  deliveries  will  be  made  in  the  following  form  : 

30,000  barrels  of  flonr, 

600  to  800  barrels  of  beef, 

150  to  200  barrels  of  pork, 

150  to  200  tierces  of  rice,  immediately  on  the  approbation  of 
the  contracts,  and  the  rest  will  be  divided  into  twelve  equal  parts 
corresponding  to  the  months  of  this  next  year,  beginning  in  the  month 
of  January  and  delivering  each  month  the  said  quantity  until  the  last 
one  in  the  month  of  December. 

3.  UDder  no  pretext  shall  the  delivery  of  the  flour  be  less  than  five 
thousand  barrels  per  month  ;  if,  from  any  unforeseen  accident  or  mis- 
fortune, the  vessels  do  not  arrive  with  the  stated  quantity,  the  number 
wanting  shall  be  completed  without  fail  the  following  month. 

4.  If  larger  quantities  arrive  in  one  month,  and  it  is  convenient  for 
Meade  to  deliver  them,  the  government  remains  under  the  obligation 
of  receiving  them. 

5.  As  the  detention  of  the  vessels  in  the  port  causes  much  injury 
and  damage  to  those  interested,  the  government  obliges  itself  to  un« 
board  them  immediately  on  their  arrival ;  and  in  order  to  effect  this, 
a  person  shall  be  expressly  authorized  to  attend  to  this  object,  the 
government  being  obliged  to  pay  the  demurrage  that  may  arrive 
thereof. 

6.  All  the  articles  are  to  be  received  on  board  free  of  all  expense  to 
the  seller  ;  but  those  articles  that  are  to  be  delivered,  which  are  now 
stored  in  Cadiz,  the  seller  will  deliver  the  keys  of  the  storehomeSy  the 
said  storehouses  remaining  for  the  account  of  the  government  from  the 
dale  in  which  the  contract  is  approved,  and  they  will  credit  the  seller 
with  the  expenses  of  unloading,  and  all  the  others  that  he  may  have 
paid,  including  the  duties  of  the  alms-houses,  which  were  exacted  when 
the  flour  was  deposited  with  the  obligation  of  returning  them  in  case 
of  exportation  or  its  being  sold  to  the  government. 

7.  The  payment  shall  be  made  in  the  following  manner :  Twelve 
millions  of  rials  of  vellon  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  funds  from  America; 
eight  millions  of  rials  of  vellon  from  the  money  that  the  government 
must  have  in  London,  or  from  a  negotiation  that  can  be  made  with 
the  English  in  bills  upon  London  ;  and  thirty  millions  of  rials  in  Vera 
Cruz. 

8.  This  contract  will  be  passed  to  the  cortes  general  and  extraordi- 
nnry,  in  order  that  his  Majesty,  having  examined  and  being  convinced 
of  its  utility,  it  may  receive  its  sovereign  approbation. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 
Cadiz,  August  30,  1811. 

KoTB. — This  answer  must  be  the  more  apropos  to  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Figueroa  and  Mr.  Soret,  as  I  have  just  been  informed  by  a  person 
worthy  of  credit  that  the  regency  of  Spain  has  transmitted  omcially 
to  the  admiral  of  the  English  fleet  several  copies  of  said  statements. 
Such  miserable  writings  will  only  serve  to  discredit  more  and  more 
the  opinion  of  their  authors,  and  to  show  the  injustice  done  to  me, 
particularly  after  reading  this  answer  of  mine,  in  which,  I  believe,  I 
nave  refuted  all  their  miserable  sophistry. 
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Cirr  OF  Philadilphia. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1824,  before  me,  the  snbscriber,  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  John  Leamy, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  in  this  city,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  declares  and  says  that  the  annexed  book  or  pamphlet  print^ 
in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled  ^'Contestacion  dcDon  Ricardo  Meade 
i  las  exposiciones  impresas  y  pnblicadas  por  el  ex  ministro  de  haci- 
enda, Don  Jose  Vasques  Figneroa,  y  el  tesorero  general  en  exercicio 
Don  Victor  boret,"  and  of  which  a  translation  is  annexed,  is  the  very 
identical  pamphlet  received  by  me  from  Richard  W.  Meade  in  the  year 
1812 ;  that  it  has  been  in  my  possession  from  that  period  till  the  present, 
when  I  have,  at  the  request  of  said  Meade,  returned  it  to  him,  and 
subscribed  this  deposition. 

JOHN  LEAMY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1824. 

WILLIAM  MILNOR,  Jlderman. 

CiLY  OP  Philadelphia,  ss  : 

On  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  personally  appeared  Felix  Merino,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  professor  of  the  Spanish  language  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  established  in  this  city,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
and  says  that  the  foregoing  is  a  literal  translation  of  the  annexed 

Srinted  book  in  the  Spanish  language,  entitled  '^Contestacion  de  Don 
ricardo  Meade  a  las  exposiciones  impresas  y  publicadas  por  el  ex- 
ministro  de  hacienda,  D.  Jose  Vasques  Figueroa,  y  el  tesorero  general 
en  exercicio  D.  Victor  Soret." 

FELIX  MERINO. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  above  writtten. 

JAMES  U.  BARKER,  Alderman. 


No.  112. 

In  the  case  of  the  memorial  of  the  owners  and  shippers  of  three  hun- 
dred and  six  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board  the  brig  Bayard,  now 
pending  before  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners,  under  the  1 1th 
article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain, 
concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  John  Dickson,  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  taken  at 
Norfolk,  before  me,  William  B.  Quarrier,  a  notary  public  in  and  for 
the  borough  of  Norfolk  by  lawful  authority,  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified,  and  by  me  reduced  to  writing: 

The  said  John  Dickson,  on  his  solemn  oath,  doth  depose  and  say 
that  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  he  engaged  with  James  Thorburn,  of  Norfolk,  merchant, 
acting  for  himself  and  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  Bayard,  to 
take  the  command  of  the  said  brig,  which  was  then  lying  in  Elizabeth 
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city,  in  North  Carolina,  for  a  voyage  to  a  portin  Europe.  That  said 
brig  had  subsequently  shipped  on  board  of  her  two  hundred  and  six 
hogsheads  of  tooacco,  (as  the  bill  of  lading  expresses ;  but  the  actual 
quantity  was  only  two  hundred  hogsheads,  six  hogsheads  being  shut 
out,  and  afterwards  shipped  on  another  vessel,)  for  the  account  and 
risk  of  James  Thorburn,  George  Baincock,  and  Jacob  Klein,  and  one 
hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  for  the  account  and  risk  of  Warren 
Ashley,  Joseph  Hays,  and  S.  Marks,  jr.,  all  which  said  two  ship- 
ments of  tobacco  were  consigned  to  this  deponent.  This  deponent 
annexes  to  this  deposition  the  original  invoice  of  the  two  hundred  and 
six  hogsheads  of  tobacco  first  above  mentioned,  dated  Norfolk,  Janu- 
ary, 1815,  and  signed  by  James  Thorburn,  .which  said  invoice  he 
marks  A ;  and  the  original  invoice  of  the  other  one  hundred  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco,  with  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of  January,  1815,  and 
signed  by  S.  Marks,  jr.,  thereto  subjoined,  and  two  bills  of  lading 
connected  therewith,  signed  by  this  deponent ;  all  which  said  in- 
voice, letter,  and  bills  of  lading  he  marks  B.  That  during  the  month 
of  February,  1815,  the  deponent  sailed  from  Elizabeth  City,  directing 
his  course^  conformably  to  his  instructions,  for  a  port  in  France,  in 
the  bay  of  Biscay,  and  sometime  in  the  latter  end  of  March  or  begin- 
ning of  April  following,  having  arrived  at  Bordeaux,  he  put  the  afore- 
said cargo  of  tobacco  into  the  hands  of  John  A.  Morton,  merchant,  of 
that  place,  with  directions  to  effect  a  sale  of  the  same  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. This  deponent  was  then  ignorant  of  the  French  and  (Spanish 
languages,  and  confiding  implicitly  upon  Mr.  Morton,  sold  the  said 
tobacco,  through  his  agency,  to  a  M.  De  Clouet,  upon  the  terms,  at 
the  price,  and  with  the  understanding,  particularly  set  forth  in  the 
certificate  of  the  said  John  A.  Morton,  duly  executed  under  oath  before 
Daniel  Strobel,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Bordeaux, 
by  whose  signature  and  official  seal  it  is  authenticated ;  which  docu- 
ment is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  0.  The  deponent  left  Bordeaux 
with  the  brig  Bayard  and  her  cargo,  and  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  in  Spain, 
at  which  place  the  tobacco  was  deliverable  to  M.  De  Clouet  or  his 
order,  expecting  that  some  commercial  house  of  standing  and  credit 
would,  of  course,  be  ready  to  receive  said  tobacco,  and  be  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  it.  That  shortly  after  his  arrival  at  Cadiz  a  mil- 
itary gentleman  by  the  name  of  Feo,  a  major  of  infantry  of  the  Canary 
islands,  as  this  deponent  believes,  presented  himself  to  this  deponent, 
and  claimed,  as  agent  to  M.  De  Clouet,  the  three  hundred  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  the  said  tobacco  had  been  sold 
by  M.  De  Clouet  to  the  Spanish  government,  deliverable  to  him  at 
Corunna,  Alicanta,  and  Seville,  and  that  he,  M.  De  Clouet,  was  to  be 
paid  for  it  in  a  new  kind  of  government  paper,  one-half  in  two  and 
one-half  in  four  months  after  its  safe  delivery.  This  deponent,  how- 
ever, refused,  under  these  circumstances,  to  deliver  the  said  tobacco  to 
the  said  Major  Feo  unless  paid  for  it,  or  unless  some  commercial  house 
of  respectability  would  guarantee  the  payment.  A  suit  was  thereupon 
instituted  by  the  agent  of  M.  De  Clouet  against  the  deponent,  to  com- 
pel the  delivery,  and  this  suit,  after  an  appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal  at 
Cadiz,  was  then  decided  in  favor  of  the  deponent,  himself  pronounced 
entitled  to  the  security  he  demanded,  and  unless  the  same  was  given 
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within  a  particular  time,  lie  was  declared  wholly  exonerated  from  the 
contract  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the  said  De  Glouet  at  Bor- 
deaux. 

No  security  heing  tendered  to  thiff  deponent  within  the  limited 
period,  and,  in  fact,  the  agent  of  said  De  Clonet  having  said,  under 
oath,  that  he  was  not  worth  anything,  and  was  unakhle  to  find  a 
mercantile  house  to  assume  the  responsibility,  deponent,  agreeably  to 
the  judicial  decision^  deemed  himself  at  liberty  to  effect  another  sale 
of  the  said  tobacco.  However,  anxious  to  avoid  anything  like  dispute, 
his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance  having  come  down  from  Madrid 
to  Cadiz  on  some  business,  and  deponent  being  solicited  and  urged  in 
the  strongest  terms  to  let  the  government  have  the  tobacco,  as  they 
were  in  the  greatest  distress  for  the  want  of  it,  he  consented  to  permit 
his  agent,  B.  W.  Meade,  to  deliver  the  tobacco  to  government  on  the 
following  conditions,  namely  :  That  if  De  Clouot  or  his  agent  should 
comply  with  his  engagement,  by  paying  for  the  same  in  the  stipulated 
time,  the  delivery  should  be  considered  as  made  for  his,  De  Clouet's, 
account ;  but  if  he  failed  to  pay  for  it,  then  the  delivery  should  be  for 
the  account  of  the  American  owners,  and  the  Spanish  government 
engaged  to  pay  the  deponent  for  the  same  without  farther  risk  or 
delay.  That  a  written  agreement  to  this  effect  having  been  drawn 
up,  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  was  commenced,  but  was  stopped, 
owing  to  De  Clouet's  agent  refusing  to  confirm  the  agreement.  This 
deponent  then,  with  the  aid,  under  the  advice,  and  in  company  with 
B.  W.  Meade,  proceeded  to  Madrid  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the 
King,  and  to  adopt  such  course  as  would  secure  him  his  property,  and 
at  the  same  time  satisfy  the  urgent  entreaties  of  the  government  for 
the  tobacco. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
secretary  of  the  King,  and  this  deponent  engaged  to  deliver  the 
tobacco  to  the  Spanish  government  upon  its  undertaking  to  pay  for  the 
same,  by  an  hypothecation  of  the  duties  upon  a  quantity  of  silver 
expected  (and  which  actually  arrived  shortly  afterwards)  from  Vera 
Cruz,  and  upon  the  express  condition  that  the  Spanish  government 
was  to  substitute  itself  in  the  stead  of  M.  De  Clouet,  and  release  this 
deponent  from  all  responsibility. 

This  deponent,  in  consequence,  and  in  faithful  performance  of  his 
contract,  delivered  the  said  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  to  the 
officers  of  the  Spanish  government,  but  from  that  period  to  the  present, 
notwithstanding  every  exertion,  repeated  remonstrances^  and  injurious 
detentions  in  Spain,  he  has  not  received  any  part  whatever  of  the  price 
from  the  said  Spanish  government  or  any  one  else,  but  the  same  has 
been  wholly  and  unjustly  detained  from  him. 

JOHN  DICKSON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal  of  office,  at  Norfolk,  this 
[li.  s.]      28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

WM.  B.  QUABBIEB, 

Notary  PtMic. 
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B. 

Shipped  in  good  order,  and  well  conditioned,  bj  James  Thorbarn, 
in  and  npon  the  good  brig  called  the  Bayard,  whereof  is  master  for 
this  present  voyage  John  Dickson,  and  now  riding  at  anchor  in  the 

,  and  bound  for  Bordeaux.     To  say :  Two  hundred  and  six 

hogsheads  of  tobacco,  on  account  and  risk  of  the  shippers,  G-eorge  Rain- 
cock  and  Jacob  Klein,  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  and  thirty  bales 
of  cotton,  on  account  and  risk  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  Bayard,  also 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  being  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the 
margin,  and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  like  good  order  and  well  con- 
ditioned, at  the  aforesaid  port  of  Bordeaux  (the  danger  of  the  seas 
only  excepted)  unto  myself  or  to  my  assigns,  he  or  they  paying  freight 
for  the  said  goods;  nothing  being  owner's  property,  with  primage  and 
average  accustomed. 

Marginal  marks :  [B]  No.  1  to  206  hhds.     [R]  No.  1  to  30  bales. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  master  or  purser  of  the  said  brig  hath  a& 
firmed  to  four  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date  ;  one  of  which 
bills  of  lading  being  accomplished,  the  other  three  to  stand  void. 
Dated  in  Ocracoke,  the  10th  day  of  February,  1816. 

JOHN  DICKSON. 


[B]  No.  201  to  206,  six  hogsheads  left  out. 


JOHN  DICKSON. 


A- 

Invoice  of  two  hundred  and  six  hogsheads  tobacco  shipped  by  James 
Thorbum  on  board  the  American  brig  Bayard^  John  Dickson 
master  J  bound  to  a  port  in  France,  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  for  account 
and  risk  of  the  shippers ,  George  Bainoock  and  Jcux>b  Kleins  who  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States y  residing  in  Norfolk,  and  consigned  to  the 
said  John  Dickson  for  sale,  viz  : 


Mark. 


[R] 


No. 

Tare. 

1 

142 

2 

141 

3 

194 

4 

142 

5 

145 

6 

120 

7 

180 

S 

160 

9 

167 

10 

168 

11 

140 

12 

136 

13 

166 

14 

160 

16 

142 

16 

164 

17 

186 

Net. 


1,186 
1,479 
1,200 
1,236 
1,219 
1,240 
1,170 
1,072 
1,333 
1,262 
1,272 
1,360 
1,106 
1,318 
1,320 
1,224 
1,386 


Mark. 


[B] 


No. 

Tare. 

18 

180 

19 

160 

20 

160 

21 

160 

22 

140 

23 

160 

24 

146 

26 

142 

26 

140 

27 

166 

28 

168 

29 

140 

30 

160 

31 

180 

32 

168 

33 

180 

84 

168 

Net. 


1,434 
1,460 
1,460 
1,380 
1,410 
1,278 
1,120 
1,222 
1,126 
1,266 
1,262 
1,270 
1,600 
1,366 
1,317 
1,620 
1,431 
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A — Continued* 


Mark. 


[B] 


No. 

Tare. 

35 

140 

36 

145 

37 

160 

38 

150 

39 

166 

40 

155 

41 

138 

42 

160 

43 

141 

44 

140 

45 

182 

46 

135 

47 

138 

48 

130 

49 

184 

50 

140 

51 

150 

52 

125 

53 

140 

54 

128 

55 

150 

56 

115 

57 

150 

58 

167 

59 

125 

60 

146 

61 

160 

62 

170 

63 

182 

64 

150 

65 

172 

66 

175 

67 

175 

68 

150 

69 

190 

70 

155 

71 

147 

72 

178 

73 

168 

74 

152 

75 

142 

76 

114 

77 

138 

78 

180 

79 

135 

80 

170 

81 

148 

82 

135 

83 

145 

84 

125 

85 

127 

86 

145 

87 

141 

88 

150 

89 

180 

90 

170 

91 

172 

92 

150 

93 

•  138 

Net. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

X 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

I 
I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


217 
335 
118 
200 
394 
170 
240 
140 
237 
235 
250 
028 
369 
277 
140 
530 
275 
325 
260 
384 
300 
385 
393 
118 
285 
133 
418 
230 
418 
308 
142 
36ft 
380 
285 
350 
309 
553 
422 
132 
298 
220 
236 
290 
595 
250 
290 
060 
337 
060 
339 
480 
195 
439 
100 
682 
187 
835 
262 
240 


Mark. 


[R] 


No. 

Tare. 

94 

129 

95 

156 

96 

150 

97 

150 

98 

172 

99 

114 

100 

137 

101 

168 

102 

153 

103 

145 

104 

130 

105 

174 

106 

ISO 

107 

170 

108 

138 

109 

142 

110 

155 

111 

150 

112 

163 

113 

128 

114 

185 

115 

150 

116 

150 

117 

178 

118 

148 

119 

150 

120 

182 

121 

181 

122 

165 

123 

173 

124 

159 

125 

186 

126 

147 

127 

150 

128 

135 

129 

178 

130 

178 

131 

165 

132 

165 

133 

166 

134 

187 

135 

154 

136 

178 

137 

160 

138 

145 

139 

160 

140 

148 

141 

160 

142 

135 

143 

130 

144 

154 

145 

148 

146 

194 

147 

175 

148 

148 

149 

140 

150 

140 

151 

145 

152 

162 

Net. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


171 

109 

242 

190 

303 

100 

133 

370 

167 

179 

191 

104 

377 

280 

362 

426 

250 

275 

223 

380 

321 

278 

335 

440 

092 

064 

558 

419 

355 

347 

253 

420 

130 

290 

293 

322 

372 

355 

100 

154 

441 

161 

232 

490 

175 

235 

102 

340 

235 

234 

511 

407 

336 

215 

452 

285 

338 

205 

158 
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A — Continued. 


Mark. 


[R] 


No. 

Tare. 

16S 

142 

164 

171 

166 

140 

166 

193 

167 

167 

168 

186 

169 

140 

160 

142 

161 

164 

162 

128 

163 

176 

164 

180 

166 

136 

166 

158 

167 

176 

168 

126 

169 

183 

170 

175 

171 

136 

172 

120 

173 

168 

17* 

166 

175 

126 

176 

121 

177 

136 

178 

166 

179 

136 

180 

176 

Net 


442 

300 
338 
411 
363 
408 
300 
200 
480 
200 
076 
3b0 
322 
202 
240 
068 
417 
345 
330 
361 
342 
496 
466 
893 
349 
366 
220 
187 


Mark. 


[R] 


No. 


181 

182 

183 

184 

186 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

196 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 

•201 

•202 

O203 

©204 

«206 

O206 


Tare. 


148 

135 
124 
176 
176 
164 
160 
160 
140 
183 
127 
176 
187 
136 
148 
140 
160 
127 
140 
144 
126 
168 
163 
160 
185 
140 


Net. 


,177 
,340 
,447 
,336 
,264 
,390 
,270 
,168 
,360 
,240 
,408 
,234 
,263 
,266 
,262 
,200 
,228 
,423 
,360 
,406 
,625 
,248 
,361 
,426 
,224 
,224 


266, 333 


'Deduct  No.  201  to  206.  left  out. 


266, 338  pounds,  at  8  cents  per  pound $21,306  64 

0BABOE8. 

Craftage  from  Elizabeth  City  to  the  bar,  at  $6  per  hogshead 1, 030  00 


CofnmisBion  for  attending  to  the  forwarding  at  EUsabeth  City,  at  $1  per  hhd  . 


206  00 


(Errors  excepted. ) 
NoEiOLK,  January,  1816. 


22,642  64 


JAMES  THOBBUEN. 


r 
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Shipped  in  good  order^  and  well  conditioned,  by  Warren  AsUey, 
Joseph  Hayes,  and  Solomon  Marks,  jr.,  in  and  npon  the  good  brig 
called  the  Bayard,  whereof  is  master  for  this  present  voyage  John 
Dickson,  and  now  riding  at  anchor  at  Ocracoke,  North  Carolina,  and 
bonnd  for  a  port  in  FraDce.  To  say  :  One  hnodred  hogsheads  of  to- 
bacco, on  account  and  risk  of  the  shippers,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  being  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  margin, 
and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  like  good  order  and  well  conditioned  at 
the  aforesaid  port  in  France,  (the  danger  of  the  seas  only  excepted,) 
unto  Captain  John  Dickson,  on  board,  or  to  his  assigns,  he  or  they 
paying  freight  for  the  said  goods ;  nothing  being  owner's  property, 
with  primage  and  average  accustomed. 

i Marginal  marks  :  MA.  1  to  60.     A.  &  M.  1  to  60.] 
n  witness  whereof,  the  master  or  purser  of  the  said  brig  hath  af- 
firmed to  three  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date ;  one  of 
which  bills  being  accomplished,  the  other  two  to  stand  void.     Dated 
at  Ocracoek,  North  Carolina,  the  10th  day  of  February,  1816. 

JOHN  DICKSON. 
B. 

Invoice  of  one  hundred  hogsheads  tobaccOj  shipped  by  Warren  Ashley^ 
Joseph  HayeSy  and  8.  Marks ^  jr,y  on  board  the  brig  Bayardy  John 
Dickson  master y  bound  to  a  port  in  France  on  accouni  and  risk  of  the 
shipperSy  native  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  consigned  to  said 
John  Dickson  on  board. 

MA.  60  hogsheads  tobacco— 


No.  3 

130 

1,085 

No.  34 

150 

1,564 

4 

145 

1,390 

35 

128 

1,357 

5 

135 

1,293 

36 

150 

1,520 

6 

150 

1,444 

37 

162 

1,570 

7 

145 

1,190 

38 

150 

1,642 

9 

128 

1,06^ 

39 

147 

1,502 

10 

115 

1,175 

40 

149 

1,376 

11 

151 

1,647 

41 

151 

1,335 

12 

123 

1,607 

43 

131 

1,660 

13 

135 

1,515 

44 

128 

1,342 

16 

146 

1,282 

46 

137 

1,120 

16 

122 

1,187 

47 

138 

1,586 

17 

150 

1,450 

48 

137 

1,186 

19 

142 

1,336 

60 

137 

1,575 

20 

150 

1,264 

1 

140 

1,300 

22 

136 

1,182 

2 

196 

1,300 

23 

132 

1,274 

3 

130 

1,490 

24 

154 

1,109 

5 

140 

1,415 

25 

130 

1,248 

6 

135 

1,375 

26 

160 

1,692 

7 

140 

1,300 

29 

144 

1,901) 

9 

145 

1,119 

31 

130 

l,lii70 

10 

138 

1,382 

32 

142 

1,141 

4 

140 

1,200 

33 

120 

1,387 

14 

130 

1,465 

14 

160 

1,386 

15 

140 

1,530 

32,416 

35,111 

32,416 

67, 627  Ibi.,  it  $8,    15^402  16 
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A.  &  M.  60  hogsheads  tobacco— 

B*"*  •« 

r»   WIBAVB  • 

«  ••  •• 

No.    1 

81 

130 

1,178    No 

.13 

886 

•  • 

1,515 

2 

1,100 

168 

014 

14 

888 

•  m 

1,629 

15 

1,603 

1S5 

,135 

31 

852 

J32 

1,130 

16 

131 

135 

,315 

32 

4 

178 

1,305 

84 

860 

124 

340 

28 

628 

136 

1,308 

lOObhdt 25 

861 

128 

480 

34 

2,012 

164 

1,553 

26 

862 

127 

^73 

37 

37 

130 

1,220 

27 

845 

140 

,0H8 

38 

396 

150 

1,450 

17 

56 

136 

,390 

43 

2,153 

175 

1,395 

18 

57 

136 

,514 

39 

172 

134 

1,433 

19 

239 

125 

,003 

35 

259 

148 

1,528 

20 

427 

143 

,023 

36 

260 

146 

1,442 

21 

3,810 

155 

259 

40 

370 

1,227 

22 

196 

150 

,300 

29 

59 

1,208 

23 

121 

154 

434 

41 

302 

1,250 

3 

261 

150 

,5(il 

42 

74 

1,093 

4 

1,709 

130 

280 

30 

381 

1,520 

5 

356 

,436 

33 

48 

156 

l,0fi4 

6 

357 

,572 

44 

112 

ISO 

1,265 

7 

358 

,622 

45 

144 

170 

1,330 

8 

359 

,536 

46 

794 

128 

1,217 

9 

360 

,493 

47 

795 

128 

1,272 

10 

361 

,630 

48 

796 

128 

1,292 

11 

362 

,430 

49 

797 

128 

1,222 

12 

363 

,607 

50 

798 

124 

1,222 

34,013 

33,126 

34,013 

15,408  16 


67, 139  lbs.,  at  IS,    5,371  12 


0B4BOBS. 


Warehouse  duty  and  sMppiog  cbargea $300  00 

Freight  from  RiehmoDd ^ 200  00 

Freight  from  Norfolk  to  the  brig 1,050  00 

Commiiaion,  5  per  cent 538  66 


2,088  66 
12,861  94 


Norfolk,  January  25,  1816. 

Sir  :  You  will  govern  yourself  by  the  instructions  of  James  Thor- 
Lurn,  esq.,  as  it  respects  the  one  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  the 
annexed  invoice,  and  the  one-third  of  the  Bayard. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  observe  to  you  the  different  interests  in  this 
shipment  and  the  mode  of  remittance.  The  one-half  is  owned  by  Mr. 
Warren  Ashley,  which  is  to  be  remitted  to  William  Phelps,  esq., 
London ;  one-sixth  by  Mr.  Joseph  Hayes,  and  the  remaining  two-sixths 
by  me,  which  you  will  remit  to  Thomas  Wilson,  esq.,  London,  to  the 
credit  of  each  of  us. 

Wishing  you  a  speedy  and  prosperous  voyage,  I  am,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  MABES,  Jr. 

Captain  John  Dickson,  on  hoard  brig  Bayard. 

Capt.  Dickson  will  please  sign  and  return  two  of  the  enclosed  bills  of 
lading. 

S.  M. 
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COK8ULATB  OF  THE  ITnITKD  StATES, 

BordAouXj  January  25, 1819. 

Be  it  known  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  personally  came  and 
appeared  hefore  me,  Daniel  Strobel,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this 
residence,  Mr.  John  Archer  Morton,  of  this  city,  merchant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  made  oath  and 
solemnly  declared  as  follows,  to  wit :  That  sometime  in  the  month  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
Captain  John  Dickson,  of  the  American  brig  called  the  Bayard,  con- 
signed to  him,  this  deponent,  the  cargo  of  the  said  brig,  composed  of 
three  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  some  bales  of  cotton,  with 
orders  to  effect  a  sale  thereof  to  the  best  advantage.    That  in  pursaance 
of  the  authority  thus  vested  in  him  by  the  said  captain,  this  deponent 
sold  the  aforesaid  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  to  Mr.  De  Clouet, 
deliverable  at  Cadiz,  and  payable  there  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  British  sterling  for  fifty  killogrammes  French  weight, 
according  to  the  contract  signed  by  and  between  the  said  captain  and 
the  said  Mr.  De  Clouet  on  the  8th  of  April  1815.     That  in  consequence 
of  the  arrival  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  France  about  the  period  of 
these  transactions,  and  the  critical  situation  in  which  the  country  was 
thrown  by  that  unexpected  and  disastrous  occurrence,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  adopt  various  precautions  in  order  to  counteract  the  dangers 
arising  out  of  such  a  state  of  things,  particularly  as  regarded  maritime 
expeditions,  and  therefore  in  the  present  case  it  was  deemed  prudent 
and  necessary  to  substitute  the  name  of  Captain  Dickson  in  lieu  of 
this  deponent's,  as  being  the  seller  of  the  said  tobacco,  whereas  in 
fact  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  same  was  made  by  this  deponent 
for  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  captain.     This  deponent  further  swears 
that  in  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  copy  of  the  said  contract,  which  was 
delivered  to  Mr.  De  Clouet,  he,  the  said  deponent,  did,  in  his  charac- 
ter of  consignee  of  the  said  tobacco,  guarantee  to  Mr.  De  Clouet  the 
fulfilment  01  the  clauses  and  conditions  of  the  said  contract  on  the  part 
of  the  said  captain;  but  that  the  said  Mr.  De  Clouet  never  did  furnish 
in  Bordeaux  any  guarantee  or  security  whatever  to  assure  the  pay- 
ment on  delivery  of  the  said  tobacco  st  Cadiz  ;  and,  further,  this  depo- 
nent solemnly  swears  that  if,  in  the  n6te  of  guarantee  just  mentioned, 
the  name  of  Captain  Dickson  was  omitted  to  be  inserted,  the  said 
omission  proceeded  from  an  error  of  the  pen  alone,  as  it  never  did  at 
any  time  enter  into  the  intentions  of  him,  this  deponent,  nor  was  any 
such  desire  ever  expressed  to  him  by  Mr.  De  Clouet,  that  he  should 
guarantee  the  engagements  taken  by  the  latter,  with  whom  he  had 
no  manner  of  connexion,  the  position  of  this  deponent  in  relation  to 
the  respective  parties  must  demonstrate  at  the  first  view  the  total 
absurdity  of  any  such  misinterpretation ;  and  this  deponent  further 
solemnly  attests  that  in  the  course  of  the  verbal  negotiations  had  be- 
tween  him  and  Mr.  De  Clouet,  previously  to  the  signing  of  the  con* 
tract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  tobacco,  Mr.  De  Clouet  agreed  that  tlie 
said  Captain  Dickson  should  preserve  an  express  lien  on  the  said 
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tobaoco  until  he  was  paid  therefor  at  the  price  stipulated;  but  after- 
wards reflecting  that  by  consenting  to  such  a  condition  he,  the  said 
purchaser,  might  produce  an  unfavorable  effect  on  his  credit  with  the 
administration  of  the  royal  manufactory  of  tobacco  of  Spaia,  and  might 
also  tend  to  embarrass  the  delivery  of  the  said  tobacco  to  that  admin- 
istration, he  solicited  of  this  deponent  to  dispense  with  that  condition 
which  this  deponent  was  induced  to  consent  to,  from  having  full  and 
entire  confidence  that  every  satisfaction  on  that  head  would  be  given 
by  him,  the  said  Mr.  De  Clouet,  to  Captain  Dickson  at  the  time  of  de- 
livering the  said  tobacco  at  Cadiz. 

JOHN  A.  MORTON. 

Sworn  to  and  signed  before  me,  in  the  chancery  of  the  consulate  of 
the  United  States  at  Bordeaux  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year 
[l.  s.]     above  written.     In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  official  seal. 

D.  STROBEL, 
Consvl  of  the  United  States. 

Certifico  que  la  firma  que  antecende  es  original  y  de  la  autoridad 
que  expresa.     Burdeos  si  25  de  Enero,  1819. 

[l.  s  1  El  Consul  de  Espafia, 

MARANO  MONTALBO. 


Q. 

Id  the  case  of  the  brig  Bayard,  John  Dickson  master,  depending  be- 
fore the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
taken  at  Washington  city,  before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  20th  day 
of  May,  1824 : 

The  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  on  his  solemn  oath,  saith  that  the 
brig,  the  Bayard,  John  Dickson  master,  laden  with  some  bales  of 
cotton  and  about  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  arrived  at 
Cadiz,  in  Spain,  in  the  year  1815,  when  and  where  Captain  Dickson 
consigned  said  brig  and  cargo  to  this  deponent.  That  said  tobaoco 
had  been  contracted  for  by  one  Louis  De  Clouet,  deliverable  at  Cadiz, 
and  payable  for  in  cash  within  twenty  days  after  delivery.  Mr. 
De  (Jlouet  was  a  Frenchman,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  then  resident 
at  Bourdeaux.  On  the  arrival  of  said  vessel  at  Cadiz, ^no  agent  for 
the  said  De  Clouet  presented  himself  to  receive  said  tobacco,  except  a 
military  man,  into  whose  hands  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  deliver 
the  same  without  some  security  for  the  payment  of  its  stipulated  price 
at  the  period  agreed  on.  War  had  broken  out  between  Spain  and 
France,  owing  to  the  return  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  from  the  Island 
of  Elba,  and  apprehensions  were  felt  lest  the  property,  if  delivered  as 
Mr.  De  Clouet's  to  his  agent,  might  be  considered  and  treated  as  ene- 
my's property ;  at  all  events,  agreeable  to  the  usages  of  commerce  in 
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similar  cases,  Captain  Dickson  had  a  right  to  exact  that  the  property 
should  be  placed,  as  was  solemnly  promised  him,  in  the  hands  of  a 
respectable  house,  who  should  be  answerable  for  a  compliance  for  the 
terms  of  the  contract.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  De  Clouet  had  made  a 
contract  with  the  Spanish  government  to  deliver  a  large  quantity  of 
tobacco  at  di£ferent  ports  in  Spain,  and  was  to  be  paid  in  drafts  of  that 
government  on  the  different  treasurers  of  the  provinces  of  Spain  at 
four  months  after  the  delivery  should  t«ke  place  at  the  stipulated  ports. 
As  the  deponent  knew  by  experience  the  little  reliance  that  waa  to  be 
placed  on  similar  obligations  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  then 
state  of  the  country,  and  particularly  as  no  specific  funds  were  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  said  drafts,  this  contract,  therefore,  of- 
fered no  kind  of  security  to  the  owners  of  the  property  on  board  the 
Bayard  ;  the  tobacco  being  again  to  be  re-shipped  on  Spanish  or  other 
vessels,  and  to  be  delivered  at  Seville,  Alicant,  and  Corufia,  and  if  it 
arrived  safe  at  those  places,  the  payments  at  four  months  from  delivery 
were  to  be  in  drafts,  in  which  no  confidence  could  be  placed,  as  the  depo- 
nent knew  from  experience;  he  holding  many  such  with  repeated  orders 
for  payment  without  being  able  to  obtain  a  compliance  therewith. 
The  deponent  therefore  required  of  the  agent  of  the  said  De  Olonet  to 
give  the  security  of  some  respectable  resident  for  a  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  conditions  of  the  contract^  and  the  affair  was  referred  to 
the  tribunal  of  commerce.  That  tribunal,  in  the  first  instance,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  government  security  ought  to  be  considered  sufficient, 
but  on  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  tribunal  of  Alzadas  it  directed,  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  and  usages,  that  three  arbitrators  selected 
from  the  most  respectable  merchants  of  the  city  should  be  named,  and 
in  conjunction  with  the  assessor  should  determine  the  question.  These 
unanimously  decided  that  Captain  Dickson  was  not  bound  to  deliver 
the  property  to  the  agentofDe  Clouet  and  thus  place  it  out  of  his  reach, 
unless  the  required  security  was  given.  That  very  agent,  when  under 
oath  confessed  his  inability  to  give  security  even  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  He  was  a  military  man,  without  any  other  resources 
than  his  scanty  pay,  and  without  a  fixed  residence,  and  bad  he  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  tobacco,  would  not  been  amenable  personally 
to  any  other  than  a  military  tribunal.  While  this  matter  proceeded 
the  cargo  had  been  landed.  The  fabrics  of  the  government  were 
empty,  and  its  agents  extensively  pressing  for  the  delivery  of  the  to- 
bacco to  them  on  any  terms,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  three  original 
letters  annexed  and  marked  A  B  C,  of  which  the  annexed  papers, 
marked  A  a,  B  b,  C  c^  are  true  and  faithful  translations.  The  deponent 
persisted  in  not  delivering  the  tobacco,  unless  some  specific  security 
was  given  either  by  the  agent  of  De  Clouet  or  by  the  government  for 
the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid  for  said  tobacco.  To  prevent,  however^ 
the  fabrics  from  being  shut  up  he  consented  to  the  delivery  of  sixty 
hogsheads  under  a  special  and  solemn  pledge  given  to  him  personally 
by  his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance,  who  had  come  down  to  Cadiz 
at  this  period  on  some  important  commission  from  the  King.  The 
wants  of  the  government  continued  to  increase,  and  their  solicitations 
became  hourly  more  urgent.  This  deponent  was  induced  from  all  these 
motives  to  proceed  to  Madrid,  which  he  did,  accompanied  by  Captain 
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DiclrsoD,  and  on  the  10th  day  of  August  of  the  same  year  he  there 
entered  into  and  executed  a  formal  contract  with  the  directors  general 
of  the  revenue.  One  of  the  originals  of  which  contract  is  hereunto  an* 
nexed,  marked  D,  of  which  the  paper  also  annexed,  marked  D  d,  is  a 
true  and  faithful  translation.  By  this  contract  the  government  stip* 
ulated  to  take  the  tobacco  at  the  same  price  it  was  originally  contracted 
for  by  Mr.  De  Clouet,  expressly  agreeing  to  stand  in  the  shoes  of  said 
De  Clouet,  and  solemnly  appropriated  for  its  payment  the  specific  funds 
arising  from  the  duties  on  a  large  quantity  of  specie  hourly  expected 
in  a  Spanish  ship-ot-war  at  the  port  of  Cadiz.  The  deponent  believed 
sincerely  from  the  repeated  and  most  solemn  assurances  given  to  him 
by  all  the  high  authorities  of  the  country,  that  this  contract  would  be 
religiously  complied  with.  A  royal  order  was  in  consequence  issued, 
and  was  sent  by  an  express  to  the  intendant  captain  general  of  Cadiz 
for  the  receipt  of  said  tobacco,  a  copy  of  whicn  is  also  hereunto  an- 
nexed, marked  E,  of  which  the  paper  also  annexed,  marked  E  e^  is  a 
true  and  faithful  translation.  The  tobacco  was  accordingly  delivered 
to  the  agents  of  the  government;  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  receipt 
thereof,  with  the  disposition  given  to  it,  is  also  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  F,  of  which  the  annexed  paper,  marked  F  f,  is  a  true  and  ftiith- 
ful  translation;  and  an  account  was  handed  to  the  government,  whereof 
the  document  marked  G-,  hereunto  annexed,  is  an  exact  copy,  of  which 
the  annexed  paper,  marked  G-  g,  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation. 
In  the  course  of  a  very  short  time  the  Spanish  frigate  La  Prueba 
arrived  from  Tera  Cruz  at  Cadiz,  with  the  expected  specie  on  board. 
But  to  the  astonishment  of  the  deponent  and  Captain  Dickson,  instead 
of  paying  the  sum  due  for  the  above-mentioned  tobacco,  the  Spanish 
government  appropriated  the  duties  upon  it  to  what  they  termed  more 
urgent  demands,  and  not  one  farthing  has  ever  been  received  or  paid, 
notwithstanding  the  notorious  fact  reiterated  in  at  least  fifty  memo- 
rials, which  the  deponent  at  different  periods  addressed  to  the  King, 
that  the  tobacco  had  been  rapidly  sold  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
forty  cents  for  each  pound  weight,  producing  thereby  to  the  royal 
treasury  a  sum  not  less  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  excuse  alleged  for  not  paying  the  price  of  the  tobacco  was,  that 
the  aforementioned  Mr.  De  Clouet,  who  now  made  his  appearance  in 
person  in  Spain,  after  the  second  fall  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  pre- 
tended that  he  was  entitled  to  damages  from  Captain  Dickson  for  an 
alleged  breach  of  contract.  This  pretence,  however  unjust,  was  made 
use  of  to  retain  the  money,  and  it  was  ordered  for  form  sake  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  judicial  deposit.  The  deponent  represented  in  vain,  di- 
rectly to  the  King,  through  the  American  minister,  the  illegality  and 
base  ingratitude  of  such  a  proceeding.  He  proved  that  the  price  of 
tobacco,  at  the  time  that  he  made  the  delivery,  was  nearly  double  that 
at  which  the  payment  had  been  stipulated,  and  that  his  only  object 
had  been  to  secure  to  the  owners  of  the  property  the  payment  of  it  at 
the  same  price  and  on  the  same  conditions  as  had  been  originally  stip* 
ulated  in  the  contract  with  De  Clouet,  and  that  the  contract  made 
with  the  government  expressl}  guaranteed  that  Captain  Dickson 
should  be  paid  the  price  so  stipulated,  and  that  in  this  as  well  as  every 
other  article  and  condition  of  the  contract  the  government  had  agreed 
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to  place  itself  in  lien  of  Mr.  De  Clonet  and  release  Captain  Dickson 
from  all  further  trouble  or  responsibility.  Mr.  De  Clouet  being  also 
a  military  man,  the  affair  was  transferred  from  the  tribunals  of  com- 
merce to  the  supreme  council  of  war.  The  conduct  of  the  members  of 
this  council  can  be  fully  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  correspondence 
of  George  W.  Erving,  esq.,  late  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  and  which  is  among  the  documents  transmitted  by  the.  De- 
partment of  State  to  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  in  the  case 
of  this  deponent.  The  deponent  was  unable  to  obtain  any  satisfaction 
either  from  the  council  of  war  or  from  the  government,  and  the  money 
was  retained,  and  is,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  this 
deponent,  still  retained  by  the  government  of  Spain. 

In  January,  1819,  prior  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  for  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Floridas,  his  Majesty  was  required  by  the  American  min- 
ister and  a  memorial  from  the  deponent  presented  through  that  min- 
ister, to  name  a  special  commission  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
deciding  on  this  and  other  reclamations  of  the  deponent,  and  they  did 
so  decide,  declaring  that  the  value  of  the  tobacco  at  the  price  stipu- 
lated was  due  to  the  deponent,  as  agent  for  the  proprietors  of  said 
tobacco,  but  that  interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  as  the  sum  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  had  been  retained  on  the  plea  of  judicial 
deposit.  Said  decree  declaring  this  demand  jnst  was  ratified  by  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  as  must  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to 
the  written  proceedings  and  certificate  granted  to  this  deponent,  and 
by  him  presented  to  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  twelve 
months  ago. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Sworn  to  before — 

JOSEPH  FOBREST. 
Washinqton,  May  13,  1824. 


A. 

Madrid,  3  de  Junto, 

Mm  Sr.  Mio  :  Oy  escrivimos  a  vm.  de  oficio  vogandole  la  entrega  del 
tabaco  oja  de  Virginia  para  las  fabricas  y  se  escrive  tambien  al  sub- 
delegado  de  rentas.  La  urgencia  y  grande,  p'  aun  q^  previendo  por 
las  noticias  q^  nos  dieron  tulimos  la  precaucion  de  hacer  contrata  con  el 
Sr.  Tupper,  como  asi  escrivimos  a  D.  JosS  Feode  armas,  tardaraalgu- 
nos  dias  en  hacer  las  entregas  y  la  escaser  en  las  fabricas  de  era  ciudad 
la  de  Sevilla  y  Coruna,  ceitcn  de  necesidad  providencias  activos.  No- 
sotros  espevamoB  de  la  rectitiud  la  Ym.  y  sus  deseos  de  servir  a  S.  M.  q^ 
en  la  entrega  no  hacer  detencion  ;  y  como  el  Exmo  S'.  Ministro  es  ex- 
acto  en  cumplir  lo  q^  ofrece  y  nosotros  tampoco  podierno  dejar  de  ha- 
cer presente  la  generosidad  y  franguera  orden^  debe  entar  persuadido 
q^  la  contestacion  q^  vs.  de  acerca  del  precio  q^  debera  ser  el  menor 
posible  en  las  circunstanciae  del  dia  y  las  demas  condiciones  p*  el  pronto 
pago,  eran  apoyardas  y  cumplidas ;  en  cuyo  concepto  escrivo  a  Yenata 
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en  presencia  M.  Ordones  agente  eficar  en  Vm  oficiendose  me  con  este 
motive  a  so  disposicion  como  su  mas  at*,  y  seg*.  servr. 

J0S:6  DE  YMAZ. 
Sr.  D'.  RiCARDO  Meadb. 


Direccion  General  de  BerUda : 

For  los  oficios  quehan  mediado  entre  Y.  j  el  Administrador  general 
de  Rcntas  Unidas  de  era  Plaza,  de  que  hemes  visto  copias,  nos  hemes 
enterado  de  gl.  no  ha  tenido  efecto  la  entrega  del  cargamento  de 
tabace  oja  de  Virginia  conducido  a  ese  Puerto  per  un  Buque  Ameri- 
cano ;  J  como  la  urgencia  de  su  aplicacion  a  las  B*.  Fabricas  de  S.  M. 
no  admite  demora,  no  podemos  de/ar  de  vogar  a  Vm.  tenga  efecto  in- 
mediatamente,  ein  dudar  en  que  en  quanto  a  las  condiciones  propues- 
tas  per  Vm.  al  Exmo.  Sr .  Ministro  de  Hacienda,  tendran  toda  la  con* 
sideracion  tanto  per  la  purificacion  con  que  precede  S.  E.  como  per  nu- 
estra  parte  en  hacerlo  presente  &  S.  M.  para  en  Soberano  aprobacion  ; 
en  cuyo  cenoepto  insertamos  este  oficie  al  subdelegado  de  Bentas  para 
que  disponga  el  recibo  y  entrega  del  tabace  a  las  Fabricas  en  la  forma 
que  le  esta  prevenido  anteriormente. 

Dies  guarde  k  V.  m*,  a'. 

JOSfi  DE  YMAZ. 
MATHEO  GILDE  SOLA. 

Madkid,  30  de  Junto  de  1815. 


[TranslatioD.] 

A  a  and  B  b. 


Madrid,  June  30,  (1816  en  indorsement.) 

My  Pear  Sir  :  We  write  you  under  this  date,  entreating  you  to  de- 
liver the  tobacco,  of  Virginia  leaf,  for  the  fabrics,  and  we  write  also 
to  the  sub-delegate  of  the  revenue.  The  urgency  is  great,  for  although 
vre  foresaw  this  from  information  we  received,  and  had  the  precaution 
to  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Tupper,  as  we  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Joseph 
!Feo  de  Armas,  some  delay  must  take  place  in  these  deliveries^  and  the 
scarcity  in  the  fabrics  of  your  city,  those  of  Seville  and  Corunna,  ne- 
cessarily require  the  most  active  measures  to  be  adopted.  We  hope 
and  expect,  from  your  rectitude  aud  your  desire  to  serve  his  Majesty, 
that  there  will  be  no  detention  in  the  delivery  ;  and  as  his  excellency 
the  minister  is  exact  in  complying  with  what  he  offers,  neither  can 
^e  do  less  than  represent  your  generosity  and  frankness ;  and  you 
may  be  fully  persuaded  that  the  answer  which  you  give  respecting 
the  price,  which  ought  to  be  the  lowest  possible  under  present  circum- 
stances, this  and  the  other  conditions  of  payment  shall  be  supported 
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by  U0  and  complied  with,  ander  which  assarance  I  write  yoa  this 
letter  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Ordoniz,  an  efficacioua  agent  ol*  yours, 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  myself,  at  your  disposition,  as 
your  attentive  and  obedient  servant^ 

J0S6  DE  IMAZ. 
Mr.  Richard  Mbade. 


[Translation.] 

General  direction  of  the  revenues: 

By  the  official  notes  which  have  passed  between  you  and  the  admin- 
istrator general  of  the  united  revenues  of  your  city,  of  which  we  have 
seen  the  copies,  we  are  informed  that  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  of 
American  Virginia  tobacco,  brought  to  your  port  by  an  American 
vessel,  has  not  taken  place  ;  and  as  the  urgency  of  its  application  to 
the  royal  fabrics  of  his  Majesty  admits  of  no  delay,  we  cannot  do  less 
than  entreat  you  that  it  should  take  place  immediately,  not  doubting 
that  in  everything  relative  to  the  conditions  proposed  by  yoa  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  finance  shall  meet  all  the  consideration,  as 
much  from  the  rectitude  of  the  proceedings  of  his  excellency  as  on  our 
part  to  represent  the  same  to  his  Majesty  for  his  sovereign  approba- 
tion ;  in  consequence  thereof  we  insert  this  official  letter  to  the  sub- 
delegate  of  the  revenue,  in  order  that  he  may  make  the  dispositions  for 
the  receipt  and  delivery  of  the  tobacco  to  the  fabrics  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  we  had  previously  directed.  Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 
Madrid,  June  30,  1815. 

MATHEO  GIL  DE  SOLA. 

JOSfi  DE  IMAZ. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  translation  of  two  letters  addressed 
to  me  in  Spanish. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


C. 

El  Exmo.  Sor.  Tntendente  de  esta  Prova.  en  oficio  de  esta  fha. 
medice  lo  qe.  copio :  ^*  Los  Sres.  Diretores  generales  de  Rentas  con  fha. 
30  de  Junio  ultimo  medicen  lo  siguiente :  Con  esta  fha  decimos  a  Dn. 
Ricardo  Meade  lo  qe.  Sigue :  Por  los  oficios  qe.  ban  mediado  entre 
Ymd.  y  el  administrador  genl.  de  rentas.  Unidos  de  esa  plaza  de  que 
hemos  visto  copias,  nos  hemos  enterado  de  qe.  no  ha  tenido  efecto  la 
entrega  del  cargam**.  de  tabaco  hoja  de  Virginia,  con  ducido  a  ese 
P**.  por  un  buque  Americano;  y  como  la  urgencia  de  un  fiplicacino  a 
las  Reales  Fabricas  de  S.  M.  no  admite  demora;  no  podemos  detar  de 
vogar&Ymd.  tenga  efecto  inmediatamente,  sindudar  en  que  en  cu- 
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anto  &  las  coDdiciones  propuestas  pr.  Ymd.  k\  Exmo.  Sor.  Ministro  de 
Hacienda  tendran  toda  la  consideracion,  tanto  pr.  la  justificacion  con 
qe.  procede  8.  E.  como  por  nuestra  parte  en  hacer  lo  presente  &  S.  M. 
para  sa  soberaoa— &  provacion,  en  cuyo,  concepto  insertamos  este 
oficio  al  subdelgado  de  rs.  pee.  qe.  disponga  el  recibo  y  entrega  de 
tabaco  a  las  Fabricas,  en  la  forma  qe.  le  esta — prevenido  anterior- 
mente.  Y  la  insertamos  a  Y.  S.  pa.  en  inteligencia  y  gobierno  espe- 
rando  avisos  puntuales  de  las  resultas."  Y  lo  traslado  a  Y.  S.  para 
Bu  inteligencia  y  afir  de  qe.  poniendose  de  acuerdo  con  Dn.  Bicardo 
IVXeade  recibo  dho.  tabaco,  dandole  el  destino  prevenido,  de  cayas  re- 
Bultas  me  avisana  Y.  8.  para  noticiarles  a  los  8res.  Directores  Grals. 

Le  inserto  a  Ymd.  pa.  qe.  enterado  en  su  contenido  como  ya  lo 
estara  por  haver  recivido  dha  Bs.  Ordn.,  disponga  por  sa  parte  a  la 
entrega,  de  las  Baricas  de  tabaco  en  los  terminya  prevenido  pa.  Yo 
darle  el  destino  qe.  la  superioridad,  tiene  ordenado  Ds.  gue.  Ym. 
ms.  as. 

Cadiz,  6  de  Julioy  1815. 

NICOLAS  DE  GUENDICA. 

Sor.  Dn.  Bicardo  Mbade. 


Cc. 

His  excellency  the  intendant  of  this  province  under  this  date  ofiS- 
cially  informs  me  as  follows : 

The  directors  general  of  the  revenue  on  the  30th  June  last  write 
me  the  following :  "  Under  this  date  we  say  to  Mr.  Bichard  Meade  as 
follows  :  That  by  the  official  communications  which  have  passed 
between  yourself  and  the  administrator  general  of  the  united  revenues 
of  your  city,  of  which  we  have  seen  copies,  we  have  learned  that  the 
delivery  of  the  cargo  of  tobacco  of  Yirginia  leaf,  brought  to  that  port 
by  an  American  vessel,  has  not  taken  place,  and  as  the  urgency  of  its 
application  to  the  royal  fabrics  of  his  Majesty  admits  of  no  delay,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  entreating  you  that  it  should  take  place  im- 
mediately, not  doubting  that  everything  relative  to  the  conditions  you 
have  proposed  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance  will  meet 
with  every  consideration,  as  much  from  the  known  rectitude  with 
which  his  excellency  proceeds,  as  on  our  representation  to  his  Majesty 
for  his  sovereign  approbation  ;  and  in  this  expectation,  we  write  offi- 
cially to  the  sub-delegate  of  the  revenue  that  he  make  disposiMons  for 
the  receptions  and  delivery  of  the  tobacco  at  the  royal  fabrics,  in  the 
manner  that  he  has  previously  been  advised;  and  we  give  you  this 
notice  for  your  government,  expecting  punctual  information  of  the 
results." 

I  send  this  to  you  for  your  information,  and  in  order  that  you  should 
agree  with  Mr.  Bichard  Meade,  receive  the  said  tobacco,  giving  it  the 
destination  already  advised,  the  result  of  which  you  will  keep  me 
advised  of  in  order  to  inform  the  directors  general.  I  transmit  this  to 
yon  in  order  that  you  being  advised  of  its  contents  as  yru  ought  already 
to  be  by  the  receipt  of  the  said  royal  order  addressed  to  you,  that  you 
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will  be  pleased  to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  delivery  of 
the  tobacco  in  the  mode  prescribed,  in  order  that  I  may  give  it  the 
destination  which  my  superiors  direct.     G>od  preserve  yon  many  years. 

NICOLAS  DE  GUENDICA. 

BiCHARD  W.  MbADB. 


D. 

Contrata  celebrada  enerta  fha.  entre  los  Sres.  Directores  Generates  de 
Bentas^  y  Dn.  Ricardo  Meade  como  apoderadodel  Gapitan  Don  Ja.  n 
Dikson : 

1^.  8e  entregara  inmediatamente  en  Cadiz  &  la  orden  de  los  Sres.  Di- 
rectores el  tabaco  oja  Virginia  que  se  halla  almacenado  dentro  de  la 
misma  Ciudad,  obligandose  el  vendedor  aque  sea  de  bueoa  Calidad,  y 
aproponto  para  las  diferentes  labores  de  las  de  fabricar,  en  la  misma 
forma  que  tenia  el  Capitan  estipulado  con  Dn.  Clonet,  encnyo  Ingar 
se  subriioga  la  Bl.  Hacienda  para  este  ajuste  particular. 

2^.  Los  gastos  de  veconocimiento  y  conduccion  seran  por  cuenta  de  la 
Bl.  Hacienda. 

3^.  Meade  se  obliga  k  que  la  porcion  sea  de  quatro  mil  qnintales 
netos,  y  lei  precio  estipulado  por  cada  quintal  Castellano  sera  el  de 
veinte  y  dos  pesos  fuertes  quintal. 

4^.  El  pago  se  har4  con  un  libramto.  de  ochenta  y  ocho  mil  pesos 
fuertes  a  cargo  del  tesorero  de  ventas  de  la  Aduana  de  Cadiz,  que  se 
entregara  des  de  luego  a  Meade,  para  que  perciba  su  importe  de  los 
primeros  derecho  que  se  vecauden  del  oro,  y  plata,  que  por  cuenta  de 

I^articulares  conduce  la  fragata  de  8.  M.  la  prueva,  dandose  sre.  ello 
as  ordcD  termiDantes  para  que  tenga  efecto,  y  no  se  distraigan  estos  fon- 
dos  a  otros  objeto;  y  aun  que  nose  hubiese  verificado  el  total  yecibo  del 
tabaco,  no  serbira  de  incombeniente  para  percibir  el  importe  del  li- 
bramto. en  el  Caso  que  la  Fragata  la  prueba  llegare  auter,  que  dando 
Meade  obligado  &  la  efectiba  entrega  de  los  cuatro  mil  quintales  de 
tabaco  oja  Virginia  de  la  bondad,  y  Calidades  explicadar. 

5^.  Se  incluira  como  recibido  a  cuenta  el  peso  de  las  sesenta  barricas 
que  setomaron  anteriormente  del  mismo  Capitan  por  dispon.  del 
Exmo.  Sr.  Mino.  de  Hacienda,  para  con  ellas  completar  los  quatro  mil 
quintales  combenidos. 

El  para  que  conste  y  tenga  efecto  este  combenio  firmamos  dos  de 
un  tenor  en  esta  Villa  y  Corte  de  Madrid  a  10  de  Agosto  de  1815. — 
Bicardo  Meade.     Matheo  Gil  de  Sola,  Jo86  de  Ym&z,  Manl.  Machor. 


DA 

[IVanslation.] 

Contract  made  under  this  date  between  the  general  directors  of  rents 
and  Bichard  Meade,  as  agent  for  Captain  Dickson : 

1.  There  shall  be  delivered  in  Cadiz,  to  the  orders  of  the  directors 
general,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  leaf  which  is  stored  within  the  city 
of  Cadiz,  the  seller  binding  himself  that  it  shall  be  of  a  good  quality 
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and  fit  for  the  different  labors  or  uses  of  the  royal  fabrics,  in  the  same 
form  and  terms  which  the  captain  had  stipulated  with  De  Glonet,  in 
whose  place  the  royal  finance  department  subrogates  or  places  itself 
for  this  special  agreement. 

2.  The  expenses  of  examination  and  transportation  shall  be  for  the 
account  of  the  roval  finances. 

3.  Meade  engages  that  the  quantity  shall  be  4,000  quintals,  net, 
and  the  price  stipulated  for  each  Gastilian  quintal  shall  be  twenty- 
two  hard  dollars. 

4.  The  payment  shall  be  made  with  a  draft  of  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand hard  dollars  on  the  treasurer  of  the  revenue  at  Cadiz,  which  bill 
shall  be  immediately  delivered  to  Meade,  in  order  that  he  may  receive 
its  amount  from  the  first  duties  which  shall  bu  collected  from  the  gold 
and  silver  of  individuals,  which  is  expected  by  the  frigate  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  ^'Prueba,"  and  the  most  positive  orders  shall  be  given 
that  the  payment  shall  take  place,  and  that  the  funds  shall  not  be 
appropriated  or  made  use  of  for  any  other  purpose  ;  and  though  the 
total  delivery  of  the  tobacco  should  not  have  been  completed,  this 
shall  not  be  a  motive  for  preventing  the  amount  of  the  draft  being 
paid  in  case  the  frigate  should  previously  arrive  ;  Meade  binding  him- 
self to  make  good  the  delivery  of  the  four  thousand  quintals  of  to- 
bacco, of  Virginia  leaf,  of  the  goodness  and  quality  above  stated. 

6.  There  shall  be  included  in  this  contract,  as  received  on  account, 
the  weight  of  the  sixty  hogsheads  which  were  before  taken  from  the 
said  captain  by  order  or  disposition  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
finance,  in  order  with  them  to  complete  the  four  thousand  quintals  ; 
and  in  testimony  whereof  that  this  agreement  may  haveit^  full  effect, 
we  have  signed  two  contracts  of  this  same  tenor  and  date,  in  this  city 
and  court  of  Madrid,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1815. 

MATTHEW  GIL  DE  SOLA. 

JOSfi  DE  IMA8. 

MANUEL  MACHOR. 

RICHARD  MEADE. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  translation. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 


E. 
Direccion  Gral,  de  RefUaa. 


ExMO.  Sr.  Capia  :  Habiendose  rescindrdo  por  S.  M.  la  contrata  de 
Tabaco  oja  Virginia  con  D.  Jose  Feo  de  Armas  se^un  aviscimos  &  su 
tiempo  &  V.E.  ;  ha  convenido  en  este  memento  el  Capitan  Americano 
Dn.  Juan  Dickson  en  entregar  &  la  R.  Hacienda  base  el  mismo  precio 
en  ql.  ojusto  en  un  principle  con  el  socio  de  Feo  y  Armas,  y  que  no 
tuvo  despues  efecto  todo  el  tabaco  de  la  propriedad  del  Capitan  ql. 
existe  en  las  almaceres  de  esa  ciudad  a  consignacion  de  Dn.  Ricardo 
Meade  en  cuyo  concepto  y  considerado  &  $22  quintal  &  pagar  con  los 
derechas  reales  ql.  adeude  en  esa  aduana  la  plata  y  oro  ql.  ha  de 


r 


790  BICHAKD  W.   MEADE. 

conducir  la  fragata  de  S.  M.  La  Prueba  dispondra  V.E.  immediatm**. 
el  recoDocimiento  peso,  recibo,  y  distribucion  del  tabaco  en  los  terminos 
ql.  tenemoH  dicho  &  V.E.  en  nue^tro,  auteriores  oficios  en  iatelligeDcia 
ql.  deben  comprehendare  en  este  convenio  para  el  precio  y  pago  las  60 
barricas  ql.  se  tomason  anteriormente  del  mismo  Capitan  por  dispo- 
HicioD  del  Exmo.  8r.  Ministro  de  Hacienda.  Todo  lo  ql.  avisamoB  a 
Y.E.  por  extraordinario  para  ql.  diaponga  su  cumplimiento  venciendo 
quabquiera  obstaculos  por  la  iirgencia  ql.  bay  de  dicho  genero  en  las 
fabricas  dandonos  noticias  de  las  resultas  y  del  recibo  de  esta  a  vuelta  de 
correo.  Dios  ^uardeaV.E.  mucboH  anos.  Madrid,  10  Agosto,  1815. 
Matheo  Gil  de  Sola,  Jose  de  Imas,  Agustin  de  Gamero.  Al  Exmo. 
Sr.  Intendante  de  Cadiz. 


[Translation.] 

Mabrii)^  Atigust  10,  1815. 
Generai  direction  of  rents  : 

Excellent  Sir  :  His  Majesty  having  rescinded  the  contract  of  tobacco 
of  Virginia  leaf,  made  with  Don  Joseph  Feo  de  Armas,  as  we  advised 
you  in  due  time,  the  American  captain,  John  Dickson^  has  this  mo- 
ment agreed  to  deliver  to  the  royal  finance  department,  at  the  same 
price  at  which  he  had  stipulated  in  the  commencement  with  the  part- 
ner of  Mr.  Feo  de  Armas,  and  which  contract  did  not  take  effect ; 
alf^be  tobacco  belonging  to  the  captain  which  exists  in  the  stores  of 
your  city,  consigned  to  Richard  Meade,  under  which  conditions  and 
estimated  at  $22  the  quintal,  payable  with  the  royal  duties,  which  are 
to  be  received  in  your  custom-house,  on  the  silver  and  gold  which  the 
frigate  of  his  Majesty,  the  Prueba,  is  to  bring.  Tour  excellency  will 
take  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  examination,  weighing,  receiv- 
ing, and  distribution  of  said  tobacco  in  the  manner  of  which  we  have 
informed  you  in  our  former  letters,  in  the  intelligence  that  the  60 
hogsheads  before  received  from  the  said  captain,  by  direction  of  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  finance  are  to  be  comprised  in  this  con- 
tract at  the  same  price  and  mode  of  payment. 

Of  all  which  we  advise  you  by  an  extraordinary  courier,  in  order 
that  you  may  give  the  necessary  dispositions  for  complying  with  oar 
orders,  overcoming  every  obstacle  that  may  present  itself,  on  account 
of  the  urgency  that  exists  for  the  said  article  in  the  fabrics,  advising 
us  of  the  results  and  of  the  receipt  of  this  despatch  by  return  of  post. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

MATHEO  GIL  DE  SOLA. 
JOSf;  DE  IMAS. 
AGUSTIN  DE  GAMERO. 

His  Excellency  the  Intendant  of  Cadiz. 

Philadelphia^  May  6,  1824. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  translation. 

R.  W,  MEADE. 
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F. 


Certificacion:  D^.  Josef  SeDtestillano,  caballero  pensionado  de  la  real 
y  distiDgaidaOrden  Espaiiola  de  Carlos  Tercero,  Comisario  Ordenador 
Honorario  de  Marina,  j  Contador  principal  de  Bentas,  propios  y  arbi- 
trios  de  esta  provincia,  certifico,  que  por  el  oficio  pasado  k  esta  con- 
taduria  principal  de  mi  cargo,  del  senor  administrador  general  de 
rentaa  unidas,  consta  que  por  contrata  hecha  oon  la  real  hacienda, 
Begun  real  orden  comunicada  a  estos  oficios,  por  los  senores  directores 
generales,  de  diee  de  Agosto  proximo  pasado,  se  h&n  recibido  de  D"". 
Ricardo  Meade  de  este  comercio,  como  apoderado  del  contratista  D*". 
Juan  Dikson,  doscientas  treiota  7  siete  barricas  con  tabaco  oja  Vir- 
ginia, que  couducto  de  Burdeos,  en  su  bergantin  nombrado  Bayard; 
de  las  que  se  remitieron  en  virtud  de  real  orden  de  dos  de  Junio, 
ochenta  y  siete  &  la  fabrica  de  cigarros  de  la  Corana,  con  peso  neto 
de  cien  mil  quatrocientas  se  senta  y  nuebe  libras ;  y  por  otra  del  ex- 
celentisimo  seiior  yntendente  de  diez  y  nuebe  de  Agosto,  se  remitieron 
a  las  reales  fabricas  de  Sevilla,  las  f  iento  cinquenta  barricas  restantes, 
con  peso  neto  de  ciento  setenta  mil  cinquenta  y  siete  libras.  Y  para 
que  conste  y  obre  los  efectos  que  convenga  doy  la  prevente  conse- 
quente  a  decreto  del  excelentisimo  sefior  yntendente  de  diez  y  seis  del 
presente  citado  en  el  oficio  de  dicho  senor  administrador.  Cadiz  diez  y 
nuebe  de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  quince.  JosS  Sentestillano. 
SS"**.  fol.  nuebe  tiene  una  rubrica. 

Es  copia  a  la  letra,  de  la  certificacion  original  que  incluye  y  con 
que  concuerda,  que  para  efecto  de  sacarla  exhibir  ante  mi  el  ynfras- 
cripto  escribano  pul^lico,  hoy  dia  de  la  fecha,  D*".  Federico  Rudolph, 
de  este  comercio,  &  quien  conozco,  apoderado  de  D^.  Bicardo  Meade, 
oontenido  en  ella,  y  el  mismo  la  bolvio  &  recoger  en  su  poder,  en 
prubba  de  lo  qual  firmard  a  continuacion,  &  que  me  remito.  Y  para 
que  conste  de  su  pedimento  doy  la  presente  en  la  via  y  forma  y  major 
puedo  y  por  derecho  me  sea  permitido,  que  signo  y  firm;^  en  Cadiz  & 
dieiz  y  nuebe  de  Septiembre  de  mil  ochocientos  quince. 

FEDEBICO  EUDOLPH.  [rubric] 

CAYETANO  BODBIGUEZ  MOBAN, 

Escribano  Pvh.  [rubric] 

[SRLLO  ] 

Los  ynfrascriptos  escribanos  damos  fee:  que  D\  Cayetano  Bodri 
guez  Moran,  de  quien  la  copia  anterior  parece  autorizcida,  lo  es  pub- 
lico de  este  numero,  fiel,  legal,  y  de  confianza ;  y  &8us  semefanteo 
^iembre  se  les  ha  dado  y  da  fee  y  credito  judicial  y  extrajudicialm'^ 
Y  para  que  conste  porremos  la  prevente  sellada  con  el  de  dho.  mo. 
numero  en  Cadiz  fecha  ut  supra. 

LICDO.  DON  JOSEF  GAECIA  DE  MENEBES. 


Ea.  Po. 
TH.  B  ABLET  A  Y  ANITEBBE8. 
JOSEF  PADILLA. 


RUBRIC 
RUBRIC 
RUBRIC 
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F/. 

Certificate, 

• 

Don  Joseph  Sentestillano,  peDsioDed  knight  of  the  royal  and  dis- 
tinguished Spanish  order  of  Charles  the  Third,  an  honorary  commis- 
sary of  the  marine,  and  principal  comptroller  of  rents  and  taxes  of 
this  province,  certifies  that  by  the  official  letter  transmitted  to  this 
principal  comptroller's  department  from  the  general  administrator  of 
the  united  rents,  it  is  proved  that  by  a  contract  made  with  the  royal 
finances,  agreeable  to  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  office  by  the 
directors  general,  under  date  of  the  10th  of  August  last,  there  has  boen 
received  from  Richard  Meade^  merchant  of  this  city,  as  agent  for  the 
contractor,  John  Dixon,  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  hogsheads  of 
Virginia  leaf  tobacco,  which  were  brought  from  Bordeaux  in  the  brig 
called  the  Bayard,  of  which  tobacco,  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  dated 
the  2d  of  June,  eighty-seven  hogsheads  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
fabric  of  cigars  at  Corunna,  weighing,  net,  one  hundred  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds,  and  by  another  order  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  intendant,  dated  the  19th  of  August,  there  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  royal  fabrics  of  Seville  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
remaining  hogsheads,  weighing,  net,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  pounds. 

In  testimony  whereof,  and  that  the  same  may  be  proved  wherever 
it  may  be  necessary,  I  grant  the  present  certificate  in  conformity  with 
the  decree  of  his  excellency,  the  intendant,  dated  on  the  16th  of  the 
present  month,  transmitted  to  me  in  an  official  letter  from  the  admin- 
istrator. 

JOSEPH  SENTESTILLANO. 

Cadiz,  September  19,  1816. 

The  preceding  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  original  certificate  which  it 
encloses,  and  with  which  it  agrees,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
which  the  original  was  exhibited  to  me,  the  undersigned  notary  pub- 
lic, this  day,  by  Don  Frederick  Rudolph,  merchant  of  this  city,  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted,  as  agent  of  Richard  Meade,  to  whom  said  cer- 
tificate refers,  and  to  whom  1  return  said  original  document,  as  a  proof 
of  which  he  has  signed  this  copy  with  roe,  and  to  which  I  refer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  grant  the  present  in  the  best  way  and  form 
that  I  can  and  that  by  law  is  permitted  me  to  do,  which  I  sign  and 
put  my  mark  at  Cadiz  this  19th  day  of  September,  1815. 

FREDERICK  RUDOLPH. 
CAYETANO  RODRIGUEZ  MORAN, 

Notary  Publtc. 

The  undersigned  notaries  public  certify  that  Cayetano  Rodriguez 
Moran,  by  whom  the  the  preceding  copy  appears  authorized,  is  a  no- 
tary public  of  this  city,  faithful,  loyal,  and  of  entire  confidence,  and 
to  similar  certificates  judicial,  and  extra-judicial,  credit  or  faith  has 
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been  and  always  is  given.    In  testimony,  whereof  we  grant  the  present, 
signei  with  oar  records  and  marks  at  Cadiz  under  the  above  said  date. 

*  Philapelphia,  May  6,  1824. 

I  certify  the  preceding  document  to  be  a  correct  translation. 

B.  W.  MEADE. 


Sl  GofiEBRNO  ESPAI^OL 

Debb  a  Dn.  Bioarbo  Mbadb 

Como  Apaderado  dd  Gapitan  Dickson. 

Your  el  cargamento  de  tabaco  oja  da  Virginia  ql.  se  vendio  &  la 
Direccion  G'ral  de  Bentas  segun  contrata  su  fha.  10  de  Agosto  1815, 
que  trano  6,  Cadiz  El  Bergantin  Americano  Bayard  su  Capitan  Juan 
Dickson. 

Quintalea. 

60  barricas  entregados  per  orden  del  Excmo.  Sr.  Ministro 

de  Hacienda  con  peso  neto  de TH  99 

237  idem  per  orden  de  la  Direccion    G'ral    con   peso 

nato  de 2,T05  26 

Quintales 3,417  25 

A  varon  de  $22  cada  quintal  son $75,179  50 

R.  vn 1,503,590  00 

'Cadiz,  19  de  Setiembrey  1815. 


Gj/. 

Thb  Spanish  Govbrnmbnt, 

Dr.  to  Bichard  Mbadb, 

As  Agent  for  Captain  Dickson. 

For  the  cargo  of  tobacco  of  Virginia  leaf  which  he  sold  to  the  direction 
general  of  rents  agreeable  to  contract,  dated  10th  of  August,  1815, 
which  cargo  was  brought  to  Cadiz  by  the  American  brig  Bayard, 
Captain  John  Dickson. 

Quintals. 

60  hogsheads  delivered  by  order  of  his  excellency  the 

minister  of  finance,  weighing  net 711  99 
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QuinUls. 

237  hogsheads  delivered  by  order  of  the  directors,  net 

weight 2,705  26 

3,417  25 

At  the  rate  of  |22  each  quintal  is $75,179  50 

Or  reals  vellon 1,503,51^0  00 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  translation. 

RIGHABD  W.  MEADE. 
Cadiz,  Septemher  19,  1815. 


H  h. 

[Translation.] 

Agreement  made  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance 
between  the  administrator,  Don  Nicolas  de  G-uendica,  and  Richard  W. 
Meade,  merchant  of  Cadiz : 

To  avoid  the  damages  and  injuries  which  may  result  to  the  royal 
finances  from  the  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco,  the  following 
has  been  agreed  on  at  the  solicitation  and  by  order  of  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  finance. 

The  tobacco  brought  to  this  port  by  the  American  brig  Bayard  shall 
be  delivered  immediately  by  Richard  Meade  to  the  administrator,  Don 
Nicolas  de  G-uendica,  who  shall  iurnish  said  Meade  the  receipt  thereof. 

If,  within  the  period  fixed  in  the  contract  made  between  Mr.  De 
Clouet  and  Captain  Dickson,  the  former  shall  pay  to  the  captain  its 
amount,  then  the  delivery  made  to  the  government  shall  be  considered 
as  forming  part  of  the  contract  made  by  said  Clouet  with  the  govern- 
ment. But  in  case  that  Clouet  or  his  agent  should  not  religiously 
comply  with  his  engagement  to  pay  the  captain,  then,  in  that  case, 
the  delivery  shall  be  considered  for  the  account  of  the  captain  ;  and 
the  contract  between  the  captain  and  Mr.  De  Clouet  shall  remain  null 
and  of  no  value. 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  finance  shall  issue  the  necessary 
orders  to  the  administrator  for  the  due  performance  of  this  contract ; 
as  also  to  form  the  one  which  is  to  take  place  between  the  captain  and 
the  government  in  case  that  Mr.  De  Clouet  or  his  agent  should  not 
comply  with  the  payment  as  stipulated. 

A  copy  of  this  agreement  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  administrator 
to  the  royal  tribunal  of  Alzadas,  where  the  suit  is  pending  between 
the  captain  and  Mr..  De  Clouet,  for  its  approbation,  and  immediately 
that  it  is  approved  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  shall  take  place. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  signed  two  instruments  of  this  same 
tenor  and  date. 

NICOLAS  DE  GUENDICA. 
RICHARD  MEADE. 

Cadiz,  Jv/ne  9,  1815. 


N 
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In  the  case  of  the  brig  Bayard,  John  Dickson,  master,  depending 
before  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  under  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819  : 

The  deposition  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
taken  at  Washington  city  before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  this  20th  day 
of  May,  1824: 

The  said  Richard  W.  Meade  on  his  solemn  oath  saith  that  the 
annexed  document,  marked  H,  is  the  original  agreement  made  by 
order  of  the  minister  of  finance  with  Nicolas  Guendica,  the  adminis- 
trator of  tobacco  at  Cadiz,  on  the  9th  June,  1815,  by  the  deponent, 
respecting  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Bayard,  of  which  the  preceding  paper, 
marked  H  A,  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation,  and  is  the  same  agree 
ment  to  which  Captain  Dickson  in  his  deposition  refers  to,  and  which 
the  deponent  omitted  to  refer  to  in  his  deposition.  The  deponent 
farther  adds  thai  besides  this  document,  which  never  was  carried  into 
effect  in  consequence  of  Mr.  De  Clouet,  agent,  being  aware  that  he 
could  not  pay  for  the  tobacco  as  stipulated  for  in  the  contract,  he 
refused  his  approbation  to  said  agreement,  and  that  the  sixty  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco  were  delivered  under  the  solemn  verbal  pledges  of 
his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance,  as  at  least  full  as  much  reliance 
was  placed  on  them  as  on  the  annexed  agreement,  which  both  parties 
considered  as  in  suspense  till  the  contract  of  the  10th  of  August  was 
made. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

Washington  City,  this  14th  day  of  May,  1824. 

Sworn  to  before — 

JOSEPH  FORREST. 


H. 

Convenio  que  se  ha  celebrado  por  orden  del  Exmo.  S"  y  Ministro  de 
Real  Hacienda  entre  el  S^'  Administrador  D'  Nicolas  de  Guendica  y 
D*"  Ricardo  Meade  del  Comercio  de  Cadiz. 

Para  cirtar  los  danos  y  perjuicios  que  pueden  resultar  &  la  R'  Ha- 
cienda de  la  demora  de  la  entrega  del  Tabaco  se  ha  convenido  en  lo 
siguiente,  &  solicitud  y  por  orden  del  Exmo.  S*^'  Ministro  de  Hacienda. 

£1  Tabaco  traido  a  este  puerto  por  el  Berg*"  Americano  Bayard  se 
entregar&  inmed^  al  S'  Administrador  D""  Nicolas  de  Guendica  por  D*^ 
Ricardo  Meade,  a  quien  se  dar4  el  recibo  correspondiente. 

Si  dentro  del  termino  prefixado  en  la  contrata  celebrada  entre  el 
Caballero  Clouet,  y  el  Capitan  Dickson,  el  primero  satisface  al  capitan 
8U  importe,  entonces  6er&  considerada  la  entrega  hecha  al  Gobierno  se 
como  iuese  parte  de  la  contrata  pendiente  entre  dhe.  Clouet,  y  el  Go- 
bierno, pero  en  el  caso  que  no  cumpla  Clouet,  6  su  aproderado,  pagando 
al  Capitan  religiosamente,  entonces  la  entrega  8er&  considerada  por 
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caenta  del  Capitan,  qaedar&  nula,  j  de  ningan  valor  la  contrata  entre 
el  Capitan  j  el  Caballero  Oloaet. 

El  Exmo.  S^  Ministro  de  Hacienda  dar&  las  ordenes  oorrespondientes 
al  S*'  Administrador  para  el  devido  camplimiento  de  este  oonvenio, 
como  igualm**  para  celebrar  la  contrata  que  debe  regir  entre  el  (  apitan, 
J  el  Qobierno  en  el  caso  que  el  S"  Clouet  6'8U  apoderado,  no  cumplan 
con  el  pago  estipulado.  Se  nasara  copia  de  este  convenio  per  el  S* 
Administrador  al  R^  Tribunal  de  Alzadas  en  donde  se  halla  pendiente 
el  litio  entre  el  capitan  y  el  Caballero  Clouet,  para  bu  aprobaci(>n,  j 
en  el  momento  que  e6t£  aprobado  se  empezara  las  entregas. 

Y  para  que  conste  firmamos  dos  de  un  mismo  tenor  en  Cadiz  a  9  de 
Junio  1815. 

RICARDO  MEADE. 
NICOLAS  J.  GUENDICA. 


Extracts  of  letters  loritten  by  Messrs,  Migtid  and  Th,  Wdlshj  at  SevSle^ 
to  Mr,  Meade  on  the  su^ect  of  the  lU>ramiento  of  reals  400,000,  on 
the  custom-house  at  Seville, 

December  13,  1814. — On  settling  with  the  folks  here,  the  owners  of 
the  goods  whose  duties  I  have  appropriated,  I  shall  give  you  a  state- 
ment of  the  same,  and  the  exact  premium  allowed  to  them,  which  will 
run  considerably  under  what  has  been  given  here ;  the  duties  of  a 
large  parcel  of  wools,  now  shipping  for  Bristol,  have  been  contracted 
for  at  11  to  12  per  cent.,  with  a  term  of  credit  for  payment. 

December  17,  1814.— Several  accounts  to  my  name  are  now  pre- 
paring in  this  house,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  exceed  the  rem- 
nant due  of  100,000  reals,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  call  on  Laborda 
for  a  further  concession ;  and  I  much  dread,  from  his  present  thirst  of 
money,  that  some  difficulty  will  stand  in  the  way  of  procuring  it. 

December  24,  1814. — In  the  time  of  Florez  Estrada,  what  is  called 
aU  duties  were  allowed,  but  there  was  always  to  pay  some  petty  breaches 
in  cash,  and  the  same  will  continue;  the  five  per  cent,  exportation 
duty  was  one  of  those  that  were  always  paid  in  money  ;  it  is  true  it 
does  not  now  exist. 

January  14, 1815. — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  with  having 
procured  from  the  intendant,  Laborda,  an  extension  of  the  concession 
formerly  made  in  custom-house  duties,  to  say  a  similar  sum  being 
100  reals,  one- third  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  two-thirds  to  be  brought 
to  the  credit  of  your  libramiento  for  400  reals.  It  shall  be  my  care  to 
turn  it  into  cash  as  early  as  possible,  remitting  you  proceeds,  and 
calling  on  Mr.  Laborda  for  a  further  concession  in  this  way. 

January  21,  1815. — I  have  to  advise  that  on  the  14th  instant  I 
wiped  off  a  second  sum,  consisting  of  about  16  reals,  and  on  Monday 
I  am  to  be  furnished  with  a  few  accounts  in  my  name,  which  shall  be 
paid  off  without  delay,  the  amount  collected  and  you  remitted  for  the 
same  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

January  28, 1815. — Being  since  without  your  favors,  I  have  now  to 
state  that  having  collected  the  duties  I  lately  paid,  I  am  enabled  to 
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make  yon  a  remittance  on  the  score  of  your  libramiento,  nvhich  I  do 
herewith,  in  my  own  draft  account  to  your  order,  for — 

32,000  reals  on  Wm.  Lanergan,  and  making,  at  one-half  per  cent, 
benefit  to  paper,  32,160  reals,  which  are  charged  to  the  debit  of  your . 
account. 

Ffirruary  18, 1815. — ^I  have  nothing  new  to  advise  in  your  librami- 
ento.  Gongera  gives  10  to  11  per  cent,  discount,  with  four  months' 
credit ;  we  have  other  holders  giving  the  same,  and  even  higher  pie- 
mium. 

AprU  15,  1815. — I  am  in  treaty  with  a  chap  who  has  wools  to  des- 
patch, and  which  may  be  closed  at  10  per  cent,  and  90  days  next  week. 
I  shall  demand  of  Mr.  Laborda  to  replenish  his  hitherto  concessions  in 
this  way  towards  payment  of  your  libramiento. 

May  16,  1815. — Regarding  your  libramiento,  I  have  also  to  say 
that  it  is  equally  attended  to,  and  something  is  doing,  and  expected 
to  be  done,  towards  wiping  it  off  pooa-a-poca. 

May  20, 1816. — Referring  to  my  respects  of  last  post,  16th  instant, 
and  being  since  without  your  favors,  I  have  now  to  hand  you  herewith 
a  first  bill  for  9,128.14  reals  at  60  days,  fixed  from  18th  ult.,  being 
the  draft  of  Pedro  Angeles  on  Jos6  Garcia  Verdago,  of  your  place,  to 
your  order.  You  will  observe  that  his  remittance  arises  from  goods 
despatched  for  its  drawer,  under  the  same  date,  having  agreed  with 
him  to  admit  of  this  mode  of  payment,  allowing  him  an  abatement  of 
10  per  cent.  The  amount  of  the  bill  is  the  net  value  of  the  duties 
made  good  in  the  libramiento. 

June  6,  1815. — Your  duties  have  not  been,  nor  will  be,  neglected, 
and  without  further  to  add. 

June  17,  1815. — Nothing  has  been  lately  done  in  the  duties^ 
which  are  kept  constantly  in  mind.  From  16  to  20  per  cent,  has 
been  currently  given  lately ;  the  avaricious  proprietors  have  secured 
such  goods,  inwards  and  outwards,  as  are  to  be  despatched  for  some 
days. 

August  16,  1815. — Your  libramiento  is  attended  to  ;  the  high  pre- 
mium given  by  other  holders  of  such  documents  prevent  our  getting 
on  as  last  as  could  be  wished.  From  20  to  25  per  cent,  is  now  given, 
and  from  three  to  six  months  credit  for  payment ;  fifteen  is  the  high- 
est I  have  given. 

August  22,  1815. — ^Enclosed  I  have  to  hand  you  for  your  account 
the  draft  of  Pedro  Angeles,  at  90  days,  sent  to  your  order,  for 
30,426.8  reals;  value  -— —  in  duties,  and  effective  money  supplied 
in  said  duties  paid  for  account  of  its  drawer. 

August  30,  1815. — Regarding  the  libramiento  for  400,000  reals,  we 
may  now  say  we  have  got  to  half-way  house  in  its  recovery,  the  sums 
indorsed  on  it  up  to  22d  instant  being  200,237  reals. 

September  16,  1815. — ^The  late  change  in  the  revenue  system  in  this 
oountry  will,  I  fear,  produce  some  difficulties  in  the  admittance  of 
your  libramiento,  and  such  other  demands  as  now  exist  against 
custom-house  duties. 

October  7, 1815. — ^The  libramiento  concern  has  never  been  neglected, 
and  I  am  serry  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  late  decrees,  its  admis- 
sion  in  the  usual  way  was  refused  yesterday,  which  had  encouraged 
my  presenting  a  memorial  to  this  intendaut. 
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Odtdber  31,  1815. — ^You,  Mr.  Bndolph,  are  the  best  jadge  whether 
the  lihram^.  has  been  neglected  ;  I  have  made  yoa  two  remittances 
on  that  score  during  Mr.  M's.  aWnoe^  who  you  may  depend  is  not 
more  tired  of  hearing  of  it  than  1  am  of  its  management.  Now  that 
I  expected  to  do  something  handsome,  and  at  terms  infinitely  under 
the  common  discount  given  here,  the  admittance  of  the  libram*^. 
is  excluded,  which  places  me  in  a  very  awkward  and  disagreeable  pre- 
dicament with  the  folks  who  have  lodged  their  property  in  the  custom- 
house in  my  name.  I  am  soliciting  testimonies  of  the  correspondence 
by  memorial  I  have  had  with  the  intendant  on  this  business,  called 
for  by  Mr.  Meade  ;  these  shall  be  sent  him  as  soon  as  they  come  into 
my  hands,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  get  it  put  in  train  without 
delay. 

Cctober  7,  1815. — The  libram**.  concern  has  never  been  neglected, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  late  orders 
and  decrees,  its  admission  in  usual  way,  in  desquUe  of  two-thirds  of 
custom-house  duties,  was  refused  yesterday,  saying  that  it  appertained 
to  credilo  publioo ;  on  which  account  I  presented  without  delay  a  me- 
morial to  our  intendant,  of  which  I  send  you  herein  a  copy. 

November  8,  1815. — I  was  furnished  yesterday  with  copies  of  three, 
and  presented  with  the  decrees  afforded  to  them,  which  I  now  hand 
you  herewith,  in  order  that  you  use  every  effort  to  have  the  payment 
of  the  libram^**.  turned  again  to  custom-house  duties,  and  separated  of 
course  from  credito  pvblico.  You  will  find  the  copies  authenticated  by 
Mr.  Laborda's  signature  The  sooner  you  accomplish  the  object  the 
better,  as  I  much  fear,  from  the  constant  wont  of  money,  that  they 
will  insist  upon  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  the  goods  lately  des- 
patched in  my  name,  in  which  case  it  must  be  made  all  in  money, 
which  will  run  hard  against  your  interest,  having  formally  agreed  to 
allow  15  per  cent,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  effects  despatched,  who  will 
naturally  insist  upon  its  bein^  made  good  on  the  two-thirds,  be  this 
amount  credited  me  or  not  on  the  libram^. 

November  11,  1815. — I  am  now  summoned  in  the  most  urgent  man- 
ner to  discharge  the  account  pending  in  my  name  in  the  custom-house, 
towards  which  I  have  presented  Laborda  a  memorial,  of  which  enclosed 
is  a  copy.  You  will  see  the  necessity  of  urging  the  object  in  Madrid, 
and  if  not  granted  we  shall  be  obliged  not  only  to  pay  in  cash  the  pend- 
ing account,  but  come  to  loggerheads  with  the  proprietors  of  the  goods. 

Novernber  29, 1815. — In  the  meantime,  and  notwithstanding  the  op- 
portunity that  my  offer  of  disposing  of  the  libram^.  in  duties,  the<e 
cannot  be  availed  of,  as  the  libram^.  is  not  current,  which  should 
press  you  to  put  it  so,  with  the  least  possible  delay.    I  have  reason  to 

dread  a  serious  disagreement  if  not  a  with  those  whose  duties  I 

have  agreed  to  pay  at  16  per  cent,  premium  to  proprietors  on  two- 
third  parts. 

February  3,  1816. — We  also  hand  you  a  statement  of  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  sums  recovered  on  account  of  your  libraui*".  ot  reals  400, 0(^0; 
leaving  net  reals  184,622.23,  which  are  closed  the  30th  Dfcembei  ia>t; 
and  brought  to  the  credit  of  your  account  current 

April  2,  1816. — We  areior  a  long  time  deprived  oi  your  favors,  iid 
it  is  very  distressing  that  the  expected  order  from  Madiid,  for  X\\v  <ti- 
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mittance  of  your  libram^.  in  duties  should  still  continue  withheld 
from  us. 

May  11,  1816. — In  the  course  of  a  few  days  we  expect  to  be  able  to 
give  you  some  favorable  information  regarding  your  unfortunate 
libram**. 

May  18,  1816. — We  have,  therefore,  the  pleasure  to  say  that  it  is 
once  more  current,  in  consequence  of  the  late  decree  of  22d  ulto.,- 
passed  to  this  intendancy  by  the  treasurer  general  under  date  of  21st 
ulto.  By  Monday  or  Tuesday  the  old  accounts  will  be  put  current  in 
this  custom-house,  when  they  shall  be  taken  up  and  presented  to  the 
treasury  for  payment,  after  the  manner  agreed  upon;  to  say,  two-thirds 
th^  amount  in  acquittal  of  the  libram^.,  and  one-third  in  cash.  With 
regard  to  its  disposal  off-hand,  you  will  please  to  observe  that  it  is 
totally  impossible,  :io  buyers  offering  for  more  than  what  they  are 
merely  in  need  of  for  the  despatch  of  their  ^oods.  Extraordinary 
discounts  have  been  latterly  given  to  the  ppoprietors  of  goods,  and  we 
know  of  a  parcel  engaged  at  18  per  cent,  on  the  whole  of  the  duties.  We 
shall  always  do  the  best  possible  for  your  interest  in  the  collocation  of 
the  remainder  of  the  libram^.,  and  if  an  opportunity  offers  to  place 
the  whole,  you  may  depend  we  shall  seize  it. 

May  25,  1816. — On  the  2lBt  instant  we  paid  off  the  old  accounts  due 
in  our  name  ;  and  when  the  amount  comes  in,  we  shall  wait  on  you 
ivith  a  remittance  according  to  your  wishes.  The  sum  wiped  off  the 
libram^.,  under  said  date,  is  reals  31,764,  which  we  expect  to  get  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  with  the  sum  ineffective,  which  we  are  in 
advance  of,  to  complete  the  payment  of  the  accounts,  being  twenty 
thousand  reals  vellon. 

June  1,  1816. — We  are  in  expectation  of  being  able  to  do  off  a  part 
early  next  week,  on  which  you  shall  also  hear  further  from  us,  and  the 

discount  we  may  close  at ;  so  high  as  18  per  cent,  has  been  given 

on  the  whole  of  the  dtUies,  which  is  equivalent  to  from  28  to  30  per  cent, 
on  the  bare  two-thirds  ;  we,  however,  do  not  mean  to  give  this  enor- 
mous discount. 

June  15,  1816. — We  have  the  pleasure  to  wait  on  you  with  a  re- 
mittance for  your  account  in  the  enclosed  ;  our  own  draft,  at  four 
days'  sight,  on  Wm.  Lonorgan,  for  50,000  reals,  for  which,  at  J  per 
cent,  benefit,  will  debit  you  50,125  reals. 

June  22,  1816. — We  have  since  cleared  off  a  third  parcel  on  the 
following  terms : 

May  21,  1816,  31,764  reals,  at  15^  per  cent.  )  ,  „   , 

June  4,  1816,  40,830  reals,  at  iTi  per  cent.  J  ^^  ^^^'  ®^  ^*"®^- 
June  10,  1816,  34,830  reals,  at  18^  per  cent.,  at  two  months*  credit. 

You  will  observe  that  these  rates  run  considerably  under  the  pre- 
miums now  given  here  by  people  of  all  descriptions  who  hold  demands 
recoverable  in  custom-house  duties,  and  particularly  our  thirty  — 

At  the  ime  of  the  suspension  of  your  libramiento  there  was  a  bal- 
ance due  thereon  of  187,597  reals  ;  the  above  three  parcels  wiped  off, 
making  together  106,924,  will  show  the  balance  still  due  to  you  thereon, 
which  we  shall  continue  our  exertions  to  wipe  off  as  early  as  possible. 
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We  wait  now  on  yon  with  a  further  remittance  on  that  score  for 
10,060  reals,  at  ^  per  cent,  benefit. 

June  26,  1816. — Having  omitted  to  mention  to  you  in  our  laat,  the 
purport  of  the  present  is  to  acquaint  you  that  the  last  sum  brought  to 
the  credit  of  your  libramiento,  say  on  the'  10th  instant,  will  not,  we 
fear,  stand  good,  the  duties  to  which  it  has  been  applied  being  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  demand  the  entire  payment  in  money,  without  any  appli- 
cation to  libramiento.  Although  the  object  has  passed  unnoticed  in  the 
depositaria  de  Rentas  we  mention  the  circumstance  for  your  informa- 
tion and  government  should  any  rejection  take  place  hereafter,  which 
we  are  much  inclined  to  think  will  happen  when  the  revision  of  ac- 
counts takes  place  in  the  intendancy. 

ISeptember  21,  1816. — On  the  12th  September,  1816,  there  was  a 

balance  in  your  favor  of. 187,697.11  reals. 

Of  this  there  was  wiped  oft  May  21, 1816 31,764 

June  4,  1816 40,830 

June  10, 1816 34,330 

July  16,  1816 6,400 

Sept.  9,  1816 14,447 

Sept.  10,1816 13,683 

140,354  reals. 

The  whole  producing  a  balance  still  in  your  favor  of  47,243.11  reals, 
against  which  there  are  two  small  accounts  pending,  which  shall 
be  paid  off  on  Monday. 

September  24,  1816. — We  have  anticipated  your  wishes  regarding 
the  actual  position  of  the  libramiento,  of  which  we  sent  you  a  state- 
ment last  post,  and  we  have  now  to  add  that  we  have  since  wiped  off 
the  following  two  sums  under  date  of  yesterday  and  this  day,  viz : 
September  23,  4,643  reals;  September  24,  11,200  reals.  We  have 
still  the  expectation  of  wiping  off  another  before  the  close  of  the 
present  month. 

September  28,  1816. — Besides  the  two  sums  we  advised  in  our  last 
we  had  wiped  off  your  libramiento,  we  have  now  to  acquaint  you 
with  having  further  diminished  it  yesterday  6,921  reals.  It  will  afford 
us  particular  pleasure  to  meet  an  opportunity  of  making  an  entire 
riddance  of  it. 

We  are  under  a  heavy  disburse  on  account  of  the  libramiento,  having 
had  to  defray  the  part  of  the  accounts  payable  in  effective  money. 
At  first  leisure  we  shall  look  into  the  state  of  this  concern,  and  in 
the  meantime,  to  meet  your  wishes,  we  hand  you  enclosed  a  remittance 
in  our  own  draft  to  your  order  for  30,000  reals  on  Wm.  Lonorgan. 

October  8,  1816. — We  are  treating  with  Mr.  Oates  of  this  place  the 
negotiation  of  the  remainder  of  your  libramiento,  and  have  offered  it 
to  him  at  26  per  cent.  He  doubts  of  being  able  to  consume  it  all,  but 
promises  to  renew  the  subject.  The  premium  of  28  and  30  per  cent, 
on  two-thirds  is  obtainable  here ;  indeed,  contractors  stop  at  no  pre* 
mium  to  realize  their  demands. 

November  16, 1816. — With  regard  to  the  remnant  of  your  libramiento, 
it  is  still  in  the  state  we  had  hitherto  to  advise  you,  but  the  goods 
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whose  duty  it  is  partly  to  pay  are  now  in  the  custom-house,  and  are 
to  be  despatched  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

November  23,  1816. — Begardinis^  your  libramiento  we  have  to  advise 
that  a  small  despatch  of  earthenware  has  been  just  made,  and  another 
is  t-o  take  place  in  the  ensuing  week,  which,  we  hope,  will  about  put 
the  thiug  square,  and  will  enable  us  to  give  you  shortly  a  final  ac- 
count of  its  discharge. 

November  30,  1816. — In  compliance  with  our  late  promise  we  hand 
you  a  remittance  at  two  days'  sight  to  your  order  20,000  reals,  on 
Dowell,  Fallow  &  Co.,  for  which,  at  the  premium  of  f  per  cent.,  we 
debit  your  account  in  20,160  reals. 

January  11,  1817. — We  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you 
that  on  the  30th  ultimo  we  wiped  off  the  balance  due  on  the  unfortu- 
nate libramiento.  We  strained  every  nerve  to  do  so,  not  to  leave  any 
part  pending  in  the  present  year,  and  consequently  the  original  docu- 
ment remains  now  archieved  with  our  receipt  id  this  treasury.  We 
shall  collect  as  early  as  possible  the  part  outstanding  on  this  tedious 
concern,  and  otherwise  so  arrange  it  as  to  wait  on  you  without  much 
delay  with  its  final  statement. 

January  28,  1817. — Conformable  to  our  promise  last  post,  we  have 
DOW  to  hand  you  a  statement  of  your  libramiento,  or  rather  that  of  the 
realization  of  the  balance  due  on  it  since  last  settlement,  producing, 
net,  147,060.17  reals,  which  we  bring  to  the  credit  of  your  account. 

We,  the  undersigned,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Richard  W.  Meade,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  extracts  of  letters  written 
by  Messrs.  Mishad  and  Thomas  Walsh,  of  Seville,  to  said  Mr.  Meade, 
in  whose  possession  are  the  originals,  with  which  the  preceding  extracts 
have  been  carefully  compared.  Given  under  our  hands  at  Cadiz,  this 
8th  day  of  May,  1817. 

^   HENRY  HARRA8. 
FREDK.  RUDOLPH. 

Consulate  of  thb  United  States  of  America  at  Cadiz. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  signatures  to  the  preceding  document  are 
the  real  handwriting  of  the  subscribers,  to  me  well  known,  and 
unto  whose  acts  all  faith  And  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given 
both  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  Cadiz,  this  eighth  day  of 
[l.  s.]  May,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  of 
the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica the  forty-first. 

JAMES  LEANDER  CATHCART. 
Rep.  C.  C.  226—51 
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Razon  de  las  pariidaa  que  ae  han  oobrado  en  derechos  de  la  aduana  im~ 
portando Its.  212,402.26  siendo  cueniadel  libramto.  dadoalaorden  de 
Dr.  Ricardo  Meade  par  el  tesorero  general  en  19  de  AbrU^  1814,  de 
rs.  on  400,000  y  cargo  del  tesorero  particular  de  esta  Provincia  en  cuya 
poder  obra  el  referido  libramto.  que  se  holla  respal  dado  de  las  partidas 
segun  se  hanido  realezando^  a  saver. 


1814. 
Dusre.     13 

1815. 
Enero.    14 
23 
Hayo       6 


Janio       9 
Julio       3 


29 


Agsto.   22 


8epre.    12 


Partidas. 


Rvnt. 
41,616  10 


{ 


16,218  10   I 


28,804  03 
53,340  00 


i 


4,764  00 
2,332  00 

26,442  00  j 
27,768  00  \ 
12, 165  00  I 


212,402  23 


Descuento  a  que  fueron  colocadas. 


RvM.  Bvru. 

4,346  26, at  6  per  cent.,  200  12 

7,011  22,at8  percent,  566  18 

30,087  30,  at  9  per  cent.,  2,707  30 


11,246  10,  at  7  percent., 
6,035  00,  at  8  percent, 


843  16 
402  28 


....... at  8  per  cent,  .... 

10,142  22,  at  10  per  cent,  1,014  03 
12,628  12,atl0i| percent,  1,326  00 
30,669  00,  at  11  per  cent,    3,362  20 


....  at  lOpercent., 

....  at  lOpercent, 

12,900  00,  at  12  per  cent, 
12, 542  00,  at  15  per  cent. 


1.648  00 
1,881  10 


7,966  24,  at  14  per  cent ,     1,115  10 
19,791  10,at  16 percent,     2,770  24 


2,479  00,  at  24  per  cent,        347  00 
4,685  00,  at  15  per  cent,     1,452  30 

Contnidad  al  abono  del  libiamto.  de 
400,000rvn8dereto 


Ympte.  del  dereto. 


} 


[ 


Bmt. 

3,491  26 

1,246  10 

2,394  10 
5,702  28 


475  14 
233  06 

3.429  10 


3,886  00 


1,799  30 


22,569  32 


Sigue  de  laBuelta.  pdocto .... .  —  .. 

Ck>mmi8ion,  2  percent......  ...... .... 

Corretaze  ere.  eg  tal  lase  de  n^ociadones,  ^  per  cent. 


Rvni. 

4,248  08 
1,062  00 


22,669  32 

6,310  02 
27,880  00 


Importe  de  las  partidas  cobradas  a] ta  del  libramto. 212,402  23 

Beleayee  et  descuento  y  gastos... 27,880  00 

Alabono  de  Dn.  Bicaido  Meade  en  s'leta  corrte. 184,622  23 

S.  T.  Seirilla,  30  Diare.  de  1816. 

(Formado)    MIGUEL  WALSH. 
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Cuenta  de  las  partidas  que  se  hanido  cobrando  en  derechos  de  la 
aduana  emportde,  rvna  187,597  11  sicfido  al  venia  y  pas  finiquito 
del  libranUo,  del  iesorero  general  /Aa.  19  de  Abril,  1814,  de  rvna, 
400,000  orden  de  Dn,  Bicardo  Meade  y  cargo  deesta  iesorero  de  Pro- 


mncia. 


181G, 
Mayo 
Junio 

Julio 
Sepre. 


Octo. 
Dizre. 


21 

4 

10 

15 

9 

10 
23 
24 
27 
16 
20 
30 


Partid-iB  desquetados. 


31,764 
40, 930 
34, 330 

6,400 
14,447 
13, 583 

4,543 
11,200 

5,921 

305 

13,220 

12, 055 


Rvnt, 
00 
00 
60 
00 
00 
00 
00^ 
00 
00 
00 


[39. 


730  00 
280  30  00 


^21,969  00 
5  J  j.  25, 274  11 


Premioe  a  que  ban  sido  colo- 
cadas. 


187,697  11 


at  15}  per  cent, 
at  m  per  cent. 

at  18|l  per  cens. 
at  VO  per  cent. 

at  20jl  per  cent. 

at  25  per  cent. 

Saldo  del  libramto.  ympte. 
de  loBpremios . 


Commision,  2  per  cent. 
Corretaze,  j^  per  cent.  . 


3,761  32 
938  00 


Importe  de  los 
premios. 


Evna. 
4,923  14 
7, 145  08 

7,860  02 
6,606  00 


4.503  20 


6,318  20 


35,846  30 


4, 689  32 


40,636  28 


Bvns.  RvnM. 

Suma  de  la  bte.  del  importe  de  los  premios 40, 636  28 

Yin pte.  del  saldo  cobrado  del  libramto 187,597  11 

i)educente  los  premios  a  su  realezacion  con  gastos 40, 536  28 

Abonadc 8  de.  a  Dn.  Bicardo  Meade 147,060  17 

S.  Y.  Sevilla,  28  de  Enero,  1817. 

(Formado,)    MIG'L  &  TOMAS  WALSH. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Frederick  Randolph  and  TTenry  Harras,  at 
the  request  of  R.  W.  Meade,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  two 
statements:  the  first,  relative  to  the  recovery  of  the  sum  of  312,402 
reals  33  ms.  ;  and  the  second,  relative  to  that  of  187,697  reals  11 
ms.,  are  literal  true  copies,  and  have  been  carefully  compared  by  us 
with  the  original  documents  in  the  possession  of  said  Mr.  Meade. 
Given  under  our  hands  at  Cadiz  this  8th  day  of  May,  1817. 

FREDERICK  RUDOLPH. 
HENRY  HARRAS. 

■ 

CONSULATB  OF  THB  UnITBD  StaTES  OF  AmEBIOA  AT  CaDIZ. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  signatures  to  the  preceding  document  are 
the  real  handwriting  of  the  subscribers,  to  me  well  known,  and  unto 
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whose  acts  all  faith  and  credit  is  dae  and  ought  to  he  given  both  in 
and  oat  of  court. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscrihed  my  name 

and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at  Cadiz  the  ninth  day  of  May, 

r     c,  -1  A.  D«  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  of  the 

^  '    '^  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  forty-first. 

JAMES  LEANDER  CATHOART. 
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We,  the  undersigned,  Frederick  Rudolph  and  Henry  Harras,  clerks 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Meada,  and  at  his  request  do  hereby,  on 
oath,  solemnly  declare  that  the  preceding  statement  has  been  taken 
from  the  accounts  currents  of  Messrs.  Michael  and  Thomas  Walsh,  of 
Seville,  dated  December  30,  1815,  and  February  22,  1817;  and  that 
the  sum  of  327,908  reals  19  ms.  has  been  specifically  applied  by 
said  Messrs.  Walsh  to  the  liquidation,  and  received  by  said  Mr.  Meade 
in  full  of  the  331,683  reals  6  ms.,  received  by  Messrs.  Walsh  for  a 
libramiento  of  the  Spanish  government  for  four  hundred  thousand 
reals  of  vellon. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Cadiz,  this  8th  day  of  May,  1817. 

FREDERICK  RUDOLPH. 
HENRY  HARRAS. 

CONSULATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  AT  CaDIZ. 

On  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  personally  appeared  before  me  Fred- 
erick Randolph  and  Henry  Harras,  and,  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  declared  that  the  tenor  of  the 
foregoing  declaration,  signed  by  themselves,  the  said  Frederick  Ru- 
dolph and  Henry  Harras,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  1817,  was  just  and 
true.  I  likewise  certify  that  the  signatures  to  said  declaration  are 
the  real  handwriting  of  the  subscribers,  to  which  faith  and  credit  is 
due  and  ought  to  be  given  both  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 

name  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office  at  Cadiz  this  ninth  day  of  May, 

r     o  -)  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  of  the 

^  '    '^  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  forty-first. 

JAMES  LEANDER  CATHCART. 


Los  que  abaxo  firmamos  dependientes  escritoriales  que  primes  dela 
casa  de  comercio  que  en  esta  ciudad  de  Cadiz  tuvo  establecida  Don 
Ricardo  Meade  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  desde  el 
ano  de  1805  hasta  el  de  1818  certificamos  en  la  mejor  forma  que  en 
derecho  podemos,  y  nos  sea  permitido  que  por  el  interior  conocimiento 
que  tenemos  de  los  negocios  y  de  los  libros  y  asuntos  de  la  expresada 
casa  del  Sr.  Meade  nos  consta  con  evidencia  que  en  los  anos  de  1809 
hasta  61  de  1814,  inclusive,  tuvo  contratas  de  mnchaconsideracion  con 
los  varies  gobiernos  que  hubo  en  Espaf&a  4  nembre  del  Sener  Den 
Fernando  Septimo  que  en  ninguna  ocasion  celebro  dhas  contratas  sur 
tener  en  su  poder  los  medios  y  proporciones  necesarias  para  Uevarlas 
k  cabal  efecto;  que  en  ningun  tiempo  ni  ocasion  dexo  de  cumplirlas, 
asi  come  el  gobierno  estrechado  de  las  circunstancias  no  pudo  las  mas 
veces  verificar  religiosamente  sus  contratas  de  page  al  contado  6  al 
vencimiento  de  sus  plazos,  llegando  per  este  orden  a  irrogar  unes  per- 
juicios  con  perdida  de  crecidas  fondos  y  el  credite  que  conservaba  en 
esta  plaza  siendo  aun  mayor  y  mas  doloroso  61  de  sus  enlazos  y  extra- 
ordinario  giro  en  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America  €  Ynglaterra  de  re- 


RICHARD  W.   liEABE.  807 

sultas  de  lo  qual  hasta  el  a&o  de  1817  se  hallo  en  la  forzosa  necesidad 
de  tomar  a  prestamo  gruesos  samas  de  dinero  i  premio  para  hacer 
frente  a  sus  empenos  llegando  &  ascender  a  este  premio  d  12,  14,  15  6 
inclayeodo  corretajes  hasta  19  pr.  cto.  al  ano  como  en  todo  caso  puede 
endenciarse  per  los  asuntos  originales^  que  se  conservan  en  sas  libros 
cuyos  sacrificios  que  regularmente  se  verificarse  ya  tomando  pagares 
J  letris  en  confianzao  ya  firmando  pagares  y  letras  para  queotros  los 
endosasen  llegaron  i  producirle  el  quetranto  de  R.  Vn.  4,423,000,  y 
dimanaron  unicamente  de  la  referida  causa  de  falta  de  page  de  los 

fobiernos.  Ygualmente  nos  consta  que  muchos  y  aun  la  mayor  parte 
e  los  libramientos  dados  al  Senor  Meade  por  el  tesorero  general  del 
Beyno  como  dinero  efectivo  contra  las  Tesorerias  de  Provincias  tuvo 
que  cobrarlos  aquel  en  de  derechos  despues  de  anos  de  demoras  dospa- 
chando  en  las  Aduanas  a  su  nombre  los  generos  o  mercaderias  de  otros 
Comerciantes  y  esto  con  un  quebranto  que  en  algunos  casos  llego  hasta 
20  y  25  pr.  bl.  cava  perdida  hubo  de  sufrir  la  Meade  ademas  de  lade 
los  intereseo  hallandose  por  tanto  tiempo  en  desembolso  de  sus  fondos. 
Entre  los  varios  hechos  de  esta  clase  que  llaman  la  atencion  hacia 
esto  punto,  citaremos  uno  como  es  el  que  manifiestan  las  adjuntas 
cuentas  del  libramiento  que  en  parte  de  pago  de  la  letra  protestada 
en  cantidad  de  cinco  millones  de  Beales  de  Yellon  en  Vera  Cruz  se  le 
dio  a  Meade  primeram^  contra  Alicante  donde  no  habiendo  sido  pa- 
gada,  fue  preciso  recurrir  con  otro  contra  Sevilla  cobrandose  alii  al 
cabo  durante  los  anos  de  1814,  1815,  y  1816,  cuyas  cuentas  son  las 
que  produjo  D**.  Miguel  Walsh  Encargado  por  Meade  para  dico  cobro, 
asi  mismo  nos  consta  que  en  los  anos  de  1807  y  1808  el  General  Cus« 
tafios  se  apodero  en  Algeciras  de  los  carganientos  de  hariena  que  a  la 
consiguacion  de  Meade  conducion  los  buques  Americanos  nombrados 
Eliza,  Monk  y  Helen  y  tambien  de  varios  depositos  de  Dinero  hechos 
judicialmente  con  motiro  de  la  venta  de  otros  Oargamentos  de  los 
buques  de  dfaa  Nacion  nombrados  :  Fanny,  John  y  Uuby  importantes 
estas  Be'  de  Y"".  674,910.24  m*.  las  quales  se  proporcionaron  &  Meade 
en  un  libramiento  contra  la  Tesoreria  de  esta  Provincia  y  aunque  se 
mando  reintegrar  todo  por  la  Junta  de  Savilla  y  la  Central,  esto  no 
llego  a  verificarse  hasta  los  aflos  de  1812,  1813  y  1814,  executandose 
de  lo  restante  principalmente  en  letras  contra  las  Islas  Canarias  Sl 
cargo  de  la  B^  Caxa  de  Consolidacion,  donde  hta  la  realizacion  final 
del  Negocio  se  ha  ofrecido  una  perdida  de  much  consideracion — Todo 
lo  qual  que  por  las  razones  ante  dichas  nos  consta  y  certificamos  lo 
juramos  y  firmamos  en  prueba  de  verdad.     Cadiz,  Junio  28  de  1819. 

FBEDEBICO  BUDOLPH. 

JosE  B.  NbII£ON. 

Francisco  Carrbra. 

Testim'o. — Yo  el  infraescripto  Encribano  del  numero  de  esta  Ciudad 
de  (-adiz  doy  fe,  que  en  este  dia  Dn.  Francisco  Carrera,  Dn.  Jose  B. 
Neilson,  y  Dn    Frederico  Eudolph  veci^Qft  de  eWa  firmaron  a  mi  pre- 
sencia  la  certificacion  anterior  a  cuyo  i^  ^'y^dvioft  corvozco,  como  \gua\- 
mente  sus  firma  por  haberlas  hechado  r^^\   aU^^^^®^^^®  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^" 
gado  pr.  mi  testimonio.     Y  para  qu^  A^^^  te  ^  *^^^^»»^^^».  i^V  »\la4o 
Dn.  Frederico  como  apoderado  de  Di^       ^q^^  ^^o  ^'i^dc^*  '^^^^^  T  ^^^^ 
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el  presente  en  la  mejor  forma  que  puedo  y  pr.  derecho  se  mi  permite. 
Cadiz,  Junio  veinte  y  ocho  de  mil  ocho  de  mil  oehocientos  diez  y  nueve. 

JUAN  MANUEL  MABTINEZ. 

Los  Esciibanos  que  a  la  buelta  firmamos  Damos  fee.  Que  Dn.  Juan 
Man'l  Martinez  que  authoriza  el  anterior  testimonio  es  Escribano  pp'oo. 
de  este  numero  fiel  y  legal  a  quanto  actuasele  da  iee  en  ambos  juicios. 
Cadiz,  fha.  let  retro. 

PEDRO  GOMEZ  DE  SOTO  MAYOR. 

JUAN  DE  MIGUEL  Y  VILLANUEVA. 

VINOENTE  DIAS  DE  ALMONTE. 

District  of  Columbia,  ) 
County  of  Washington.  \ 

On  this  24th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  appeared  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  F,  W. 
Saltonstall,  and  made  oath  in  due  form  of  law  that  he  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  handwriting  of  Frederico  Rudolph  and  Jose  R. 
Neilfion,  who  were  clerks  to  R.  W.  Meade,  at  Cadiz,  where  the  former 
now  resides  as  a  merchant,  and  the  latter  at  Gibraltar,  and  verily  be- 
lieves the  signature  to  the  annexed  or  aforegoing  writing  to  be  their 
genuine  signatures. 

JOSEPH  FORREST. 

Habiendose  servido  S  M.  las  Cortes  generales  y  extraordinarias 
dar  su  aprobacion  a  la  proposicion  hecha  por  Ymd.  para  facilitar  treinta 
mil  barriles  de  arina  ;  ha  acordado  el  Consejo  de  Regencia  secierre  el 
trato  en  cantidad  de  doce  mil  barriles  unicamente  a  rason  de  diez  y 
siete  pesos,  segun  lo  concluido  en  la  ultima  coniierencia  conmigo,  paga- 
deros  la  mitad  de  su  importe  delos  primeros,  y  laotro  delos  segando 
caudales  que  vinieren  de  America,  bajo  las  condiciones  propuestas  en 
el  papel  de  Ymd.  de  20  del  corriente,  para  cuyo  camplimientocomu- 
nico  con  esta  fecha  las  ordenes  oportunas ;  y  &  fin  (ie  hacer  mas  ex- 
pedita  la  remesa,  ha  determinado  tambien  S.  A.  que  Ymd.  seencargue 
de  los  gastos  de  embarque,  incluyendolos  en  su  cuenta.  Dios  guarde 
k  Ymd.  muchos  aiios.     Cadiz,  21  de  Enero  de  1812. 

CANGA  ARGtJELLES. 

Sr.  Dn.  RicARDO  Meade. 

Con  esta  fecha  comunico  al  tesorero  general  en  exercicio  la 
siguiente  orden : 

'^  Habiendo  acreditado  Dn.  Ricardo  Meade  el  cumplimiento  de  la 
contrata  que  celebro  en  21  de  Enero  proximo  pasado  con  el  anterior 
Consejo  de  Regencia  de  doce  mil  ba!  riles  de  harina ;  y  siendo  una  de 
las  condiciones  que  se  le  haya  de  satisfacer  su  importe  a  razon  de  diez 
siete  pesos  barril,  la  mitad  de  los  primeros^  y  la  otra  mitad  de  los 
segundos  caudales  que  vinieren  de  America  ;  se  ha  servido  la  Re- 
gencia del  Reyno  mandar  lo  noticie  a  Y.  S.  a  fin  de  que  disponga  se 
cumpla  lo  contratado  por  el  Gobierno,  comunicando  las  ordenes 
oportunas  al  Tesorero  de  Real  Hacienda  de  esta  Plaza  para  quando 
Uegaren  losfondos." 
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Lo  traslado  &  Vmd.  para  en  coDocimiento.  ^  Cios  gnarde  ^  Ymd. 
muchos  anos.     ^adiz  3  de  Marzo  de  1812. 

ROMANILLOS. 
8r.  Do.  RicARDO  Mbadb. 

John  Bainbridgc,  esq.,  of  the  city  of  London,  merchant  partner  in 
the  mercantile  house  carried  on  in  the  said  city  of  London  under  the 
firm  of  Bainbridge's  &  Brown,  and  George  Roberts,  of  the  said  city 
of  London,  merchant,  do  severally  make  oath  and  say,  and  first  the 
said  John  Bainbridge  for  himself  saith  :  That  he  hath  known  Richard 
W.  Meade,  the  claimant,  now  of  Philadelphia,  and  formerly  resident 
in  Cadiz,  since  the  year  1808^  when  mercantile  operations  upon  a 
considerable  scale  were  commenced  with  him  by  deponent's  house, 
and  were  increased  for  several  years  to  a  very  large  extent,  par- 
ticularly during  the  years  1810,  1811,  and  1812,  when  the  said 
Richard  W.  Meade  was  engaged  in  extensive  contracts  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  to  iurnish  supplies  of  flour,  provisions,  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  army,  navy,  and  inhabitants  of  Spain,  of  which 
they  had  great  need  ;  that  deponent's  house  was  applied  to  by  the 
said  Richard  W.  Meade  for  credits  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  were  furnished  him  with  the  most  perfect  confidence,  also  in 
various  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  In  consequence  of  such  credits,  and 
the  arraugements  made  by  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  through  his 
agents,  cargoes  of  flour,  rice,  tobacco,  provisions,  and  other  neces- 
fiaries  were  procured  and  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  great 
extent.  For  better  and  more  correctly  to  ascertain  the  same,  this  de- 
ponent has  had  reference  to  the  books  of  his  firm,  and  he  finds  they 
effected  insurance  on  cargoes  shipped  by  order  and  for  account  of 
said  Richard  W.  Meade,  or  his  agents,  from  the  United  States  of 
America  to  Cadiz  or  ports  adjacent,  in  the  year  1810,  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  pounds  sterling  ;  in  1811,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty-six  thousand  pounds  sterling  ;  in  1812,  to  the  amount 
of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling ;  that  de- 
ponent's house  insured  (in  addition  to  the  before-mentioned  shipments 
from  the  United  States  of  America,)  for  account  of  the  said  Richard 
W.  Meade  or  his  agents,  from  other  places  to  Cadiz  upon  cargoes  and 
supplies  of  various  kinds  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  this  deponent 
verily  believes,  which  insurances  amount  as  follows,  viz:  In  1810,  to 
the  sum  of  twenty-six  thousand  four  hundred  pounds;  in  1811,  to 
the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  ;  in  1812,  to 
the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  ;  and  the  said  deponent 
also  saith,  that  in  consequence  oi  the  large  transactions  deponent's 
house  had  with  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  the  engagements 
they  were  under  on  his  account,  they  sent  a  confidential  agent — the 
said  George  Roberts — to  Cadiz,  in  February,  1811,  who  remained 
there  and  duly  informed  this  deponent  and  his  house  of  all  the  occur- 
rences and  transactions  of  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  with  the 
Spanish  government  during  the  years  1811,  1812,  and  1813,  of  the 
difficulties  he  met  from  the  public  officers  and  persons  having  the 
management  of  the  finance  department,  who,  frequently  evading  the 
stipulated  payments  to  be  made  to  him  for  supplies  actually  delivered 
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and  acknowledged  to  be  received  hj  the  government,  applied  the 
moneys  that  were  appropriated  to  be  paid  him  to  exigences  considered 
by  them  to  be  more  urgent,  promising  that  compensation  should  be 
made  to  him  for  the  deprivation  of  his  funds  and  the  loss  he  would 
incur  thereby.  And  this  deponent  farther  saith,  that  the  said 
Richard  W.  Meade  faithfully  complied  with  his  engagements  to  de- 
ponent's house  until  some  time  in  the  year  1812,  when  he  was 
arrested  in  consequence  of  a  remonstrance  to  the  government  of  Spain 
for  not  fulfilling  the  payments  punctually  which  were  stipulated 
with  him  after  the  delivery  of  his  property  into  their  possession  and 
arbitrarily  confined  in  prison,  as  this  deponent  believes,  for  a  ctm- 
siderable  period  ;  and  this  deponent  likewise  saith  that  he  was  from 
time  to  time  informed  by  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade  of  the  continued 
delay  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  by  the  public  officers  of  the 
Spanish  government,  of  his  subsequent  arrest  in  1816,  and  consequent 
derangement  of  his  afiairs,  by  which  he  sustained  irreparable  injury; 
his  property  withheld,  his  credit  destroyed,  his  health  impaired,  ulti- 
mately causing  an  entire  suspension  of  his  house,  and  breaking  up 
one  of  the  most  valuable  mercantile  establishments  in  Spain.  And 
this  deponent  also  saith  that  he  has  also  been  informed  an  adjust- 
ment of  all  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade's  accounts  was  agreed  finally 
by  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  an  allowance  was  awarded  him 
in  addition  to  his  actual  debt  due  upon  balance  of  account  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  as  damages  for  his  illegal  imprisonment,  which 
this  deponent,  with  the  knowledge  he  has  of  all  the  facts,  and  under  a 
full  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  said  Richard 
W.  Meade,  is  decidedly  of  opinion  was  an  insufficient  compensation 
for  the  injury  sustained  by  personal  degradation  and  the  destruction 
of  his  valuable  mercantile  establishment.  And  lastly,  th^s  deponent 
saith  that  he  makes  this  deposition  at  the  request  of  the  said  Richard 
W.  Meade;  that  he  is  a  disinterested  person,  and  has  not  been  con- 
cerned with  him,  nor  his  said  house  of  trade,  in  any  contract  or  engage- 
ment with  the  Spanish  government,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  but  he  feels 
it  right,  injustice  to  the  said  Richard  W.  Meade,  to  state  that  he  has 
ever  evinced  the  most  correct  habits  in  business,  honorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  that  he  considers  him  to  have  suffered  by  the  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  government,  a  considerable  loss  of  property,  from 
causes  almost  inexplicable  to  persons  not  conversant  with  the  state  of 
business  at  the  time,  by  difference  in  the  value  of  the  silver  dollar 
from  fluctuation  in  exchange,  which  materially  affected  his  large 
operations  in  remittances  for  the  payment  of  supplies  furnished,  neces- 
sarily obliged  to  be  made  in  England.  And  the  said  George  Roberts, 
for  himself,  saith  that  he  hath  examined  the  foregoing  deposition  and 
statement  of  the  said  John  Bainbridge,  of  the  firm  of  Bainbridge  & 
Brown  ;  that  he  is  the  George  Roberts  mentioned  therein  as  the  agent 
of  the  said  firm,  who  resided  with  the  claimant,  R.  W.  Meade,  in 
Cadiz,  in  the  years  1811,  1812,  and  1813,  and  that  the  facts  stated  by 
the  said  John  Bainbridge,  as  far  as  this  deponent  is  concerned,  are 
true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

JOHN  BAINBRIDGE, 
GEO.  ROBERTS. 
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Both  deponents  sworn  at  the  Mansion  House^  London,  the  29th  day 
of  November,  1828,  before  me. 

R,  WAITHMAN,  Mayor. 

I,  John  Hay  ward  Spenceley,  of  London,  notary  public,  by  royal 
authority  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  to  whom  it  may 
concern  that  the  signature  **  B.  Waithman,''  at  the  foot  of  the  fore- 
going affidavit,  is  of  the  own  proper  handwriting  of  the  Right  Hon- 
orable Robert  Waithman,  lord  mayor  and  chief  magistrate  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  whose  presence  oath  was  this  day  administered,  in 
due  form  of  law,  to  John  Bainbridge,  esq.  and  Mr.  George  Roberts, 
the  deponents  named  in  the  said  affidavit,  and  who  have  respectively 
signed  the  same  ;  therefore,  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given 
thereto  in  judicature  and  thereout ;  whereof  an  act  being  required,  I 
have  granted  this  one,  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal,  to  serve  and 
avail  where  need  mav  require.  London,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
November,  1823. 

In  fidem. 

JNO.  H.  SPENCELEY,  [l.  s.] 

Not.  Pub. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America,  London : 

I,  Jeremiah  Le  Souef,  junior,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make 
known  and  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  John  Hayward 
Spenceley,  who  hath  signed  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  a  notary  pub- 
lic, duly  sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and 
that  to  all  acts  by  him  so  done  i'ull  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to 
be  given  in  judicature  and  thereout. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  in  London  aforesaid,  this 
P         -|  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
'-'*-'  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

J.  LE  SOUEF,  Jr. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London : 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  cer- 
tify, that  Jeremiah  Le  Souef,  jr  ,  who  hath  signed  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, is  vice-consul  and  agent  for  the  consulate  of  the  United  States 
aforesaid,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  by  me  duly  authorized,  and 
that  to  all  acts  by  him  so  done  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to 
be  given  to  him  as  such,  in  all  cases. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  in  London,  this  twenty- 
r         -,  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  ye^t  of  out  Lord  on©  thousand 
^         -I  eight  hundred  and  twenty-thp^^   ftu4  of  the  independence  of 
the  said  United  States,  torty-ei^l.*V\. 
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Cofpia  del  officio  qe,  ae  paaa  al  Tesorero  de  Exerdto  y  de  RL  Hacienda  de 

Cadiz. 

El  S"".  Tesorero  G-'ral  del  Beyno  me  dioe  en  3  del  corriente  lo  qe. 
sigue.  Por  el  ministerio  del  despacho  de  Hacienda,  se  me  ha  comani- 
cado  con  fecha  de  22  de  Agosto  ult^.,  la  W,  orden  siguiente  ''  con- 
formandose  el  Bey  con  lo  propuesto  por  el  consejo  pleno  de  Hacienda 
en  coDHulta  de  6  del  actual  acerca  de  lo  expresado  por  Don  Bicardo 
Byan,  Don  Bicardo  Meade,  Don  Francisco  Scotto,  Don  Bicardo  Hack- 
ley,  y  Don  Pedro  Carlos  Tupper,  en  qe.  por  la  calidad  de  Extrangeros 
solicitan  ser  comprendidos  los  creditos  qe.  tienen  contra  la  B^  Hacienda 
en  la  excepcion  declarada  por  B^  orden  de  12  de  Setiembre,  de  1815, 
a  los  aquella  pertenencia,  se  ha  servido  S.  M.  declarlo  asi,  mandando 
qe.  a  los  referidos  individuos,  se  lea  satifagan  sus  dendas  segun  se  les 
ofrecio,  y  esta  mandado  por  dicha  W,  orden  de  12  de  Setiembre,  pre- 
via la  correspondiente  liquidacion,  y  en  este  abono  se  tengala  debida 
consideracion  de  preferencia,  con  respecto  a  la  de  Don  Pedro  Carlos 
Tupper,  por  los  circunstancias  especiales  qe.  mediaronen  laentrega  de 
los  efectos  de  qe.  precede,  manifestandole  lo  grato  de  su  servicio."  Lo 
qe.  traslado  a  V.  8  p\  su  inteligencia  y  efectos  qe.  convenganen  lade- 
pendencia  de  su  cargo.  Dios  gue.  si  Y.  S.  ms.  as.  Sevilla  9  de  Se- 
tiembre, de  1816.  Por  occupacion  del  Sor.  Yntend'te  G'ral.  Jose 
Gonzalez  Carvajal.  Sor.  Tesorero  de  Exercito,  y  B^  Hacienda  de 
Cadiz. 


No.  113. 
'Message  to  Congress,  May  9,  1820. 

**The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have  no 
obligation  whatever,"  (by  Spain,  &c.,  676.) 

The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now  be  assumed  on  a  full 
consideration  of  what  is  due  to  their  rights,  their  ifiterest  and  honor, 
without  regard  to  the  persons  or  individuals  of  the  late  mission. — 
(667  refers  to  a  change  of  government.) 

March  1^0,  1820. — Change  of  the  constitution. — (King  could  not 
ratify  the  treaty.) 

Negotiation  received  at  Washington,  14th  August,  1820. — (681, 
ordered  to  be  ended  above,  676.) 

Eeferred  by  leave,  690  ;  by  next  treaty. 

Negotiation  received  in  Spain  22d  July. 
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A  list  of  claims  under  the  Wth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  22c?  February^ 
1819,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain^  in  support  of  lohich  proofs 
were  required  from  Spain^  through  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid, 

John  HoUins'  claim  for  seizure  of  property  at  Havana. 
Benjamin  Bichs'  claim  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Daphne. 
Bobert  and  John  Oliver  and  other's  claim  in  the  case  of  the  brig 
L'Eole. 

William  Gray's  claim  in. the  case  of  the  ship  Wells. 
Eliza  Yail's  claim  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Maria. 
Henry  Preble's  claim  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza. 
Bichard  W.  Meade,  contract,  &c.,  as  allowed  by  Spain. 
John  Wells  and  others'  claim  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Nautilus. 

The  board  postponed  the  final  examination  of  the  above  claims  until 
near  the  end  of  the  term  allowed  by  the  treaty  for  the  admission  of 
claims,  in  the  hope  that  the  documents  required  from  Spain  would  be 
furnished,  but  ultimately  decided  upon  them  in  the  absence  of  these 
documents  and  against  their  allowance.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Gray's 
claim  a  small  allowance  was  made  for  the  detention  and  expenses  of 
his  vessel,  but  his  claim  for  the  cargo  and  freight  was  not  allowed. 

Whether  the  disallowances  proceeded  from  the  absence  of  the  docu- 
ments mentioned,  or  would  have  been  disallowed  had  they  been  proven, 
it  is  out  of  my  power  to  say. 

JOSEPH  FOBBEST. 

Dbcbbiber  31, 1824. 
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In  thb  Houhb  op  Bbpbbsbntatives,  May  22  y  1834. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  transmitting  a  copy  of 
a  convention  between  the  United  States  of  Americay  and  her  Catholic 
Majesty y  oonduded  February  17,  1834. 

I  lay  before  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  a  copy  of  a  "convention 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
her  Catholic  Majesty,"  concluded  on  the  17th  of  February  last. 

This  convention  has  been  ratified  by  n^^  agteeaVAy  to  l\iQ  Constitu- 
tion, and  will  be  immediately  transmit  i  to^^^^^^j  ^^iweit  wVft, 
doubtless,  be  ratified  by  her  Majesty.      ^^ 


It  is  deemed  proper  to  communicate  Y\  -(^^euV\«\vOc^'^^^^^^^^^^^ 

provision  may  be  made  for  carrying  tk Hv  ^  CO  ^^c\^\^V>  ^^^^^^^ 


v^ 
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«j  the  ratifications  shall  have  b^ea  exchanged,  in  order  that  our  citi- 
zens may,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  obtain  the  stipulated  com- 
pensation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  May  21,  1834. 


Convention  for  the  settlement  of 

claims  heftoeen  the  United  States 

of  America    and  her   Catholic 
Majesty, 

The  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  her  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen  Regent,  Governess 
of  Spain,  daring  the  minority  of 
her  august  daughter,  her  Catholic 
Majesty  Donna  Tsabel  the  2d, 
from  a  desire  of  adjusting,  by  a 
definitive  arrangement,  the  claims 
preferred  by  each  party  against 
the  other,  and  thus  removing  all 
grounds  of  disagreement,  as  also 
of  strengthening  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding 
which  happily  subsist  between  the 
two  nations,  have  appointed  for 
this  purpose  as  their  respective 

flenipotentiaries,  namely  :  the 
Resident  of  the  United  States, 
Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  a  citizen 
of  the  said  States,  and  their  envoy 
extraordinary  and  Minister  pleni- 
;  }otentiary  near  her  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty Donna  Tsabel  the  2d ;  and 
ler  Majesty  the  Queen  Regent,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty  Donna  Ysabel  the  2d, 
his  Excellency  Don  Jose  de  He- 
redia,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Royal  American  Order  of  Ysabel 
the  Catholic,  one  of  her  Majesty's 
Supreme  Council  of  Finance,  ex- 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary,  and  President  of 
the  Royal  Junta  of  appeals  of 
credits  against  France  ;  who,  after 
having  exchanged  their  respective 
full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  articles: 


Convenio  para  el  arreglo  de  lets  re- 
damaciones,  entre  S.  M,  Catolica 
y  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America. 


Deseando  S.  M.  la  Reina  Be- 
genta  Gobernadora  de  Espafia,  du- 
rante la  menoredad  de  S.  M.  Ca- 
tolica Dona  Ysabel  2*,  Su  Augusta 
Hija,  y  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  de  America,  terminar  por 
un  arreglo  definitive,  las  reclama- 
ciones  promovidas  por  una  y  otra 
parte,  evitando  de  esta  manera, 
todo  motive  de  desavenencia,  j 
estrechando  los  vinculos  de  amis- 
tad  y  buena  inteligencia,  que  ex- 
isten  felizmente  entre  ambas  Na- 
ciones  ban  nombrado  con  este  ob- 
jeto,  por  sus  respectivos  Plenipo- 
tenciarios,  a  saber  :  S.  M.  la  Rei- 
na Regenta  Gobernadora,  a  uom- 
bre  y  en  representacion  de  S.  M. 
Catolica  Dona  Ysabel  2%  al  Ex-^ 
Senor  Don  Jose  de  Heredia,  Ca- 
ballero  Gran  Cruz  de  la  Real  Or- 
den  Americana  de  Ysabel  la  Catol- 
ica, del  Consejo  de  S.  M.  en  el  Su- 
premo de  Hacienda,  Enviado  £x- 
traordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipo- 
tenciario  cesantc,  y  Presidente  de 
la  Real  Junta  de  Apelacionea  de 
creditos  contra  la  Francia ;  y  el 
Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
de  America,  a  Don  Cornelio  P. 
Van  Ness,  ciudadano  de  dichoe 
Estados,  y  Enviado  Extraordina- 
rio  y  Ministro  Plenipotenciario 
cerca  de  S.  M.  Catolica  Dona  Ys- 
abel 2^ ;  los  cuales  despues  de  ha- 
ber  cangeado  sus  tespectivos  pie- 
nos-poderes,  ban  conveoido  en  los 
articulos  siguientes. 


Article  1. 

Her  Majesty  the  Qaeea  Regent 
and  GovemesSj  in  the  name  and 
ia  behalf  of  her  Catholic  Majeety 
Donna  Ysabel  the  2d,  engages  to 

ey  to  the  United  States,  as  the 
lance  on  account  of  the  claims 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  rials  velion,  in  one  or  sev- 
eral inscriptions,  as  preferred  by 
the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  perpetual  rents  on  the 
great  book  of  the  consolidated  debt 
of  Spain,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum.  Said 
inscription  or  inscriptions  shall  be 
issued  in  conformity  with  the 
model  or  form  annexed  to  this  con- 
vention, and  shall  be  delivered  in 
Madrid  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  may  be  authorized  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to 
receive  them,  within  four  months 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions ;  and  said  inscriptions,  or 
the  proceeds  thereof,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  claimants  en- 
titled thereto,  in  such  manner  as 
it  may  deem  just  and  equitable. 

Articlb  2. 

The  interest  of  the  aforesaid  in- 
scription or  inscriptions  shall  be 
paid  in  Paris,  every  six  months  ; 
and  the  first  half-yearly  payment 
ia  to  be  made  six  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
this  convention. 


Abticdlo.  1°. 

S.  M.  la  Reina  Regenla  Oober- 
nadora,  a  nombre  y  en  represen- 
tacion  de  S.  M.  Gatolica  DoQa  Ys< 
abel  2*,  se  obltga  a  pagar  a  log 
Estados  Unidos,  por  saldo  de  las 
reclamactones  arriba  mencionadaSj 
la  cantidad  de  dedoce  millones  de 
reales  velion,  en  una  o  varias  in- 
scripciooes,  a  eleccion  del  Gobier- 
no  de  los  Eatados  Unidos,  de  renta 
perpetua  sobre  el  gran  libro  de  la 
deuda  consolida  de  Espana,  con  el 
interee  de  cinco  por  ciento  anual. 
Esta  inscripcion  o  inscripciones, 
seran  conformes  al  modelo  o  for- 
mula de  que  va  unida  copia  al  pre- 
sente  convenio ;  y  se  entregaran 
en  Madrid,  cuatro  meses  despues 
del  oange  de  sus  ratificaciones,  a  la 
persona  o  personaa  que  antorize  el 
Qobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
para  recibirlas,  el  cual  distribuira 
las  expresadas  inscripoiones  o  su 
prodncto,  entre  los  reclamantes 
quetengan  derecho  a  el,  del  modo 
que  le  pavezca  mas  jusu)  y  conve- 
niente. 


Artiodlo  2°, 

El  pago  de  los  intereses  de  la 
mencionadao  mencionades  inscrip- 
cionea,  se  verificar  a  en  Paris,  caaa 
seia  meses  ;  y  el  primer  semestre 
sera  pagado,  &  los  sets  mesea  des- 
pues de  verificado  el  cange  de  las 
ratificacionea  del  presente  conve- 


Article  3. 


ARTioniiO  3°. 


at. 


The  high  contracting  parties,  in 
virtue  of  the  stipulation  contained 
in  article  first,  renounce,  release, 
and  cancel  all  claims  whipb  either 
may  have  upon  the  other,  of  what^ 
everclass,denomination,ororigiu     ^^  AO  v-^  i  "^^^^^  ** 


1     -  aVaa  patten  contialantaa,  en 
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they  may  be,  from  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen  until 
the  time  of  signing  this  conven- 
tion. 

Article  4. 

On  the  request  of  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty  at  Washington,  the  gov- 
ment  of  the  United  States  will 
deliver  to  him  in  six  months  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  this  convention,  a  note  or  list 
of  the  claims  of  American  citizens 
against  the  government  of  Spain, 
specifying  their  amounts  respec- 
tively; and  three  years  afterwards, 
or  sooner  if  possible,  authentic 
copies  of  all  the  documents  upon 
which  they  may  have  been  founded. 

Article  6. 

This  convention  shall  be  rati- 
fied, and  the  ratifications  shall  be 
exchanged  iji  Madrid,in six  months 
from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possi- 
ble. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respec- 
tive plenipotentiaries  have  signed 
these  articles,  and  affixed  thereto 
their  seals. 

Done  in  triplicate  at  Madrid, 
this  seventeenth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  four. 

0.  P.  VAN  NESS. 
J0S6  DB  HEREDIA. 


origen,  que  cualquiera  de  las  dos 
tenga  contra  la  otra,  desde  el  dia 
veinte  y  dos  de  Febrero  de  mil 
ochocientos  diez  y  nueve,  hasta  la 
fecha  de  este  convenio. 

Articulo  4*>. 

El  gobierno  de  los  Estados  Uni- 
dos,  a  peticion  del  ministro  pleni- 
potenciario  de  S.  M.  Catolica  en 
Washington,  le  entregarft,  seis 
meses  despues  del  cange  de  las 
ratificaciones  de  este  convenio,  una 
lista  6  nota  de  las  reclamaciones 
de  los  ciudadanos  Americanos, 
contra  el  gobierno  de  Espafia,  cod 
expresion  de  sus  valores,  y  tres 
afios  despues,  6  antes  si  fuese  pos- 
ible,  copias  autenticas  de  todos  los 
documentos,  en  que  se  hayan  fnn- 
dado. 

Articulo  5®. 

El  presente  convenio  sera  ratifi- 
cado,  y  las  ratificaciones  cangea- 
das  en  esta  Corte,  en  el  termiao 
de  seis  meses,  contadas  desde  sa 
fecha  6  antes  se  fuese  posible. 

En  f6  de  lo  cual,  los  respectivos 
plenipotenciarioB  lo  ban  firmado, 
y  sellado  con  el  sello  de  sus  armas. 

Fecho  por  triplicado  en  Madrid, 
a  diez  y  siete  de  Febrero,  de  mil 
ochocientos  treinta  y  cuatro. 

JOSfi  DE  HEREDIA. 
C.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


IUUHAJU^     W.    MflAXJiS. 


Ol  < 


No.  — .  Cupon  de  —  pesos  fueries  de  ren- 
ta,  p«gadera  en  —  de  —  de  183 — .  Cupon 
No.  1. 

Menta  perpetua  de  Espana,  paga- 
dera  en  PariSy  a  razon  de  6  p.^ 
al  anOy  inacrUa  en  d  gran  libra 
de  la  deuda  consolidada, 

lEsta  inscripcion   se  expide  en 
consecuencia  de  un  convenio,  cele- 

brado  en  Madrid  en de 

de ,  entre  S.  M.  Catolica  la 

Reina  de  Espafla  y  los  Estados 
Unidos  de  America,  para  el  pago 
de  las  reclamaciones  de  los  ciuda- 
danos  de  dichos  Estados. 

Inacripdon.  No.  — • 


Capital. 

Pesos  fuertes, 
Osean  Francos. 


Renta. 


Pesos  fuertes, 
0  sean  Francos. 


El  portador  de  la  presente,  tiene 
derecho  6,  una  renta  anual  de  — 

pesos  fuertes,  6  sea  de francos 

pagaderos  en  Paris,  por  semestres, 
en  los  dias  —  de  —  j —  de  —  por 
los  Banqueros  de  Espana,  en 
aquella  capital,  a  razon  de  6  fran- 
cos 7  40  centimos  por  peso  fuerte, 
con  arreglo  al  R\  Decreto  de  15 
de  Diciembre  de  1825.  Gonsigui- 
ente  al  mismo  real  decreto,  se  des- 
tina  cada  alio,  a  la  amortizacion 
de  esta  renta,  uno  por  ciento  de  su 
valor  nominal,  a  interes  compu- 
esto,  cuyo  importe  sera  empleado, 
en  8U  amortizacion  periodica  al, 
cnrso  corriente  por  dichos  ban- 
queros. 

Madrid,  —  de  —  de  — . 
El  secretario  de  estado  y  del  de- 

gpacho  de  hacienda. 
El  director  de  la    real    caja   de 

amortizacion. 

En  f£  de  lo  cual,  nos  los  abajo 
firmados  plenipotenciarios  de  8. 

Rep.  C.  C.  226 52 


No.  — .  Cupon  of  —  dollars  of  rent,  pay- 
able in  Paris  on  the  —  day  of 183 — . 

Capon  No.  1. 

Perpetttal  rent  of  Spain^  payahle  in 
Paris  y  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annurHy  inscribed  in  the  great 
book  of  the  cotiaolidaied  debt. 

This  inscription  is  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  a  convention,  concluded 

at  Madrid  on  the  —  day  of , 

183 — ,  between  her  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen  of  Spain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the 
payment  of  the  claims  of  the  citi- 
zens of  said  States. 

Inscriptionf  No.  — . 


Capital. 

Dollars, 
Or  francs. 


Rent. 


Dollars, 
Or  francs. 


The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to 

an  anual  rent  of dollars,  or 

francs,  payable  at  Paris  every 

six  months,  on  the  —  of  • ,  and 

—  of  — ,  by  the  bankers  of  Spain 
in  that  city,  rating  each  dollar  at 
5  francs  40 centimes,  in  conformity 
with  the  royal  decree  of  Decem- 
ber 15,  1825.  Agreeably  to  said 
royal  decree,  an  appropriation  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  value 
of  this  rent  is  made  annually  at 
compound  interest,  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  same,  which  amount 
shall  be  employed  by  the  above- 
mentioned  bankers,  in  such  ex- 
tinction periodically  at  the  current. 

Madrid,  the  —  of -y  183  — . 

The  secretary  of  state  and  of  the 

department  of  finance. 
The  director  of  the  royal  caisse 

A '  atxiOTt\2.alion . 
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M.  Catolica  la  Reyna  de  Espafia 
7  de  lo8  Estados  Unidos  de  Ame- 
rica hemos  firmado  la  presente 
formula  j  hemos  puesto  en  ella  el 
aello  de  nuestros  armas. 

30%t  DE  HEBEDIA. 

C.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


M.  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have 
signed  this  model,  and  affixed 
thereto  their  seals. 

Done  at  Madrid,  this  —  day  of 
—  of—. 

[l.  s.] 

[L.  S.J 


( 
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